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DAN     hl^loUaroM,) 


EARL  OF  NOTTIN(^NMCnT>l:RY*,^^^^ 


My  Lord, 

HAVING  now,  by  God's  affiftance,  finlfh- 
,ed  this  Second  Part  of  the  Connedion 
of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
which  I  promifed  your  Lordlhip  when  I  pre- 
fented  you  with  the  Firft  Part,  1  humbly  offer 
it  to  your  acceptance,  hoping  it  may  be  re- 
ceived with  the  fame  favour  ^nd  candour  as 
the  former  ;  which  I  humbly  pray  from  your 
Lordfhip :    and  am. 

My  Lord, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

Moft  obliged  humble  Servant, 

Humphrey    Pride aux. 
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THE  Second  Part  of  this  History,  wliicli  I  now  offer  to 
the  puUic,  completes  the  whole  of  what  I  Intend.  My 
iirll  purpofe  was  to  have  concluded  at  the  birth  of  our  Saviour, 
and  to  have  Jeft  what  thenceforth  enfues  to  the  ecclefiailical  hillo- 
mn  of  the  Chridian  church,  to  whom  it  properly  belongs.  But 
fmce  what  is  to  connect  the  Old  Teftament  with  the  New  will 
there  bed  end  where  the  difpenfation  of  the  Old  Teilament  endeth, 
and  that  of  the  New  begins,  and  fmce  that  was  brought  to  pafs  in 
the  death  and  refurre6lIon  of  our  Saviour,  I  have  drawn  down  this 
Hiftory  thereto.  For  then  the  Jewiih  church  was  abolished,  and 
the  Chriilian  ereded  in  its  (lead  ;  then  the  law  of  Mofes  ceafed» 
and  that  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  commenced,  and  therein  the  ac- 
compHihment  of  all  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament  relating 
to  the  perfon  of  the  Melfiah,  w^hich  begun  at  his  birth,  was  fully 
perfected.  And  therefore,  here  I  have  thought  it  propereft,  to 
fix  the  conclufion  of  this  work.  But  to  avoid  encroaching  too 
far  upon  the  Chriilian  ecclefiailical  hiftorian,  I  have  from  the  time 
of  Chrift's  birth  treated  but  in  a  very  brief  manner  of  what  after- 
wards enfued  to  his  death  ;  and  have  pafTed  over  the  whole  time  of 
the  public  miniftratlon  both  of  him  and  his  forerunner.  For  all 
things  that  were  done  therein  being  fully  related  in.  the  four  gof- 
pels,  which  are,  or  ought  to  be,  in  every  one's  hands,  barely  to  re- 
peat them  here  would  be  needlefs,  and  all  that  can  be  done  beyond 
a  bare  repetition,  is  either  to  methodlfe  them  according  to  the  or- 
der of  time,  or  to  explain  them  by  way  of  interpretation  ;  but  the 
former  belonging  to  the  harmonift,  and  the  latter  to  the  commen- 
tator, they  are  both  out  of  the  province  I  have  undertaken. 

I  having,  in  the  Preface  to  the  Firft  Part  of  this  Hiftory,  recom- 
mended to  the  reader,  for  his  geographical  guidance  in  the  reading 
of  it,  the  maps  of  Cellarius,  the  bookfeller  hath,  in  the  third  edi- 
tion of  that  part,  inferted  into  it  as  many  maps  out  of  him  as  may 
be  ufeful  for  this  purpofe.  And  there  hath  alfo  been  added,  in  the 
fame  edition,  a  map  of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  which  had  been 
drawn  and  publiflied  by  me  in  a  fmgle  flieet,  fome  years  before. 
All  thefe  may  ferve  for  the  Second  Part,  as  well  as  for  the  Firft. 

Perchance  there  may  be  fome,  who  will  think  the  hiftory  which 
I  give  of  the  Jewifti  cycle  of  84  years,  and  of  the  other  cycles, 
which  as  well  as  that  have  been  made  ufe  of  for  the  fixing  of  the 
time  of  Eafter,  to  be  too  long  a  digrefiion  from  that  which  is  the 
main  fubje6l  of  this  work.  And  therefore  I  think  it  neccfTary  to 
acquaint  the  reader,  that  I  have  been  led  hereto  by  thefe  following 
inducements.  Fh^,  To  give  him  an  account  of  the  controverfies 
which  happened  among  Chriftians  about  the  time  of  celebrating 
Eafter,  during  the  ufe  of  this  84  years  cycle  among  them.  Secondly ^ 
To  explain  on^  important  part  of  our  Enghlh  hiftory,  by  fnewing 
upon  what  foot  th?vt  dlflention  about  Eafter  ftood,  which  w^as  here 
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Carried  on  between  our  Britifh  and  Saxon  anceftors  on  the  accour?t 
of  the  fame  Jewifh  cycle,  during  the  whole  feventh  and  eighth  cen- 
tury, which  hath  no  where  elle,  that  I  know  of,  had  a  thorough 
and  clear  account  given  of  it.  And,  lajlly^  To  open  the  way  to  a 
better  underilanding  of  the  modern  difpute,  which  our  diflentere 
have  here  let  on  foot  among  iis,  upon  the  fame  argument.  For 
they  alledge  it  as  one  reafon  of  their  diffention,  that  Eafter  is  put 
wrong  in  the  kalendar  before  the  Common  Prayer-book,  and  that 
therefore  they  cannot  give  their  affent  and  confent  thereto. 

It  is  a  very  odd  thing  that  this  fort  of  people,  who  are  againft 
keeping  any  Eafter  at  all,  fliould  raife  any  quarrel  about  the  time 
of  its  obfcrvance.  But  fince  tiiey  are  pleafed  fo  to  do,  I  will  here 
apply  what  is  written  in  the  enfuing  Hiftory,  about  the  time  of  this 
feltiva],  to  the  prefent  cafe,  and  endeavour  thereby  to  give  them  full 
fatisfaction  in  it.  In  order  whereto  I  fliall  lay  down,  Jirjl^  The 
rule  in  the  kalendar,  againll  which  the  objeftion  is  made  ;  fecondlyy 
The  objection  itfelf  that  is  urged  againft  it  ;  and  then,  in  the  third 
place,  I  fliall  give  my  anfwers  thereto. 

I.  The  words  of  the  rule  in  the  kalendar,  as  they  lie  in  the  page 
next  after  the  months  of  the  year,  are  thefe  following,  *  Eafter- 
day  is  always  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  firil  full  moon,  which  hap- 
pens next  after  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  March.  And  if  the 
full  moon  happens  upon  a  Sunday,  Eafter-day  is  the  Sunday  after.' 

II.  The  objection  urged  againft  this  rule  is,  That  if  we  take  the 
common  almanacks,  in  which  the  new  moons  and  full  moons  are 
fet  down  as  they  are  in  the  heavens,  it  will  feldom  be  found,  that 
the  lirft  Sunday  after  the  lirft  full  moon,  which  happens  next  after 
the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  March,  is  the  Eafter-day,  which  is 
appointed  to  be  obferved,  according  to  the  tables  in  the  Common 
Prayer  book  ;  and  that  therefore,  if  the  rule  be  true,  the  tables 
mull  be  falfe.  And  this,  the  diflenters  think,  is  reafon  enough  for 
them  to  deny  their  affent  and  confent  to  the  whole  book. 

III.  I  anfwer  hereto,  j^'^.  That  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  this 
objeftion  would  be  true,  wcrt  it  the  natural  full  moon  that  is  meant 
in  the  rule.  But  befides  tlie  natural  full  moon,  that  is,  that  which 
appears  in  the  heavens,  when  the  fun  and  moon  are  in  dire6l  oppo- 
lition  to  each  other,  there  is  alfo  an  ecclefiaftical  full  moon,  that 
is,  a  full  moon  day  fo  called  by  the  church,  though  there  be  no  na- 
tural full  moon  thereon.  To  explain  this  by  a  parallel  cafe,  it  is 
in  the  fame  manner,  as  there  is  a  political  month,  and  a  poHtical 
year,  different  from  the  natural.  The  natural  month  is  the  courfe 
of  the  moon,  from  one  new  moon  to  another  ;  the  political  month 
is  a  certain  number  of  days,  which  conftitutc  a  month  according  to 
the  political  conftiniiion  of  the  country,  where  it  is  ufed.  And  fo  a 
natural  year  is  the  courfe  of  the  fun  from  a  certain  point  in  the  Zo- 
diac, till  it  come  about  again  to  the  fame  ;  but  the  pohtical  year  is 
a  certain  number  of  months  or  cays,  which  conftitute  a  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  political  conftltution  of  the  country  where  it  is  ufed. 
And  fo,  in  like  manner,  there  is  a  natural  new  moon  day,  and  an 
ecclefiaftical   new  moon  day.     The   natural  new  moon  day  is  that 
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on  which  the  natural  new-moon  firll  appears,  and  the  14th  day- 
after  is  the  natural  full  moon  day.  And  the  ecclefiaftical  new  moon 
day  is  that  which,  by  the  ecclefiallical  conflitutions,  is  appointed  for 
it,  and  the  14th  day  after  is  the  ecclefiadical  full  moon  day.  And  the 
primes,  that  is,  the  figures  of  the  golden  numbers,  which  are  in  the 
lirll  column  of  every  month  in  the  kalendar,  are  there  placed  to  point 
out  both,  that  is  the  eccleriaftical  new  moon  day  firft,  and  then,  by 
confequence  from  it,  the  ecclefiaftical  full  moon  day,  which  is  the 
14th  day  after.  This  order  was  firfl  appointed  from  the  time  *  of 
the  council  of  Nice  ;  and  then  the  natural  new  moon  and  full 
moon,  and  the  ecclefiaftical  new  moon  and  full  moon,  fell  exaftly 
together.  And  had  the  19  years  cycle,  called  the  cycle  of  the 
moon  (which  is  the  cycle  of  the  golden  numbers),  brought  about 
all  the  new  moons  and  full  moons  exaftly  again  to  the  fame  point 
of  time  in  the  Julian  year,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that  it  would,  when 
this  order  was  firft  made,  they  would  have  always  fo  fallen  toge- 
ther. But  it  faihng  hereof  by  an  hour  and  almoft  an  half,  hereby 
it  hath  come  to  pafs,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  new  moon  and  full 
moon  have  over-ftiot  the  natural  new  moon  and  full  moon  an  hour 
and  near  an  half  in  every  nineteen  years,  which,  in  the  long  procefs 
of  time  that  hath  happened  fince  the  council  of  Nice,  hath  now 
made  the  diff'erence  between  them  to  amount  to  about  four  days  and 
an  half;  and  fo  much  the  ecclefiaftical  new  moons  and  full  moons, 
do  at  this  time,  in  every  month,  over-ruri  the  natural.  However, 
the  church  ftill  abiding  by  the  old  order,  ftill  obferves  the  tim.e  of 
Eafter,  according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  ecclefiaftical  m.oon,  and 
not  according  to  that  of  the  natural.  And  therefore  it  is  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  full  moon,  and  not  of  the  natural,  that  this  rule  is  to 
be  underftood,  and  confequently  what  the  diftenters  objetil  againft 
it  from  the  full  moon  in  the  heavens,  is  nothincr  to  the  purpofe™ 
But  if  it  be  ftill  objedUd,  that  this  ecclefiaftical  full  moon  diff"erent 
from  the  natural,  is  the  producl  of  error,  for  that  it  hath  its  original 
from  aftronomical  miftake  in  the  church's  falfely  fuppofing,  thar. 
the  new  moons  and  full  moons  would,  after  every  nineteen  years,  all 
come  over  again  to  the  fame  point  of  time  in  the  Julian  year,  as  in 
the  former  nineteen  years,  whereas  they  do  not  fo  by  an  hour  and 
an  half,  and  that  therefore,  there  is  ftill  an  error  in  this  matter  ;  the 
anfwer  hereto  is,  that  it  would  be  fo,  were  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  and 
the  time  of  obferving  it,  appointed  by  divine  inftitution  :  but  fince 
both  are  only  by  the  inftitution  of  the  church,  wherever  the  church 
placeth  it,  there  it  is  well  and  rightly  obferved.     But, 

Secondly^  Were  it  truly  the  natural  full  moon,  and  not  the  eccle- 
fiaftical, that  is  meant  in  the  rule,  yet  fince  in  this  fuppofal  it  would 
be  only  an  aftronomical,  and  not  a  theological  error,  this  rule  may  be 
ufed  without  fin  ;  and  the  ufe  of  it  is  all  that  the  declaratioa  of 
afleut  and  confent  oLligeth  to,  as  it  is  more  than  once  plainly  ex- 
prefled  in  the  ait  that  enjoins  it. 

Thirdly,  But  it  feen^s  to  me  that  neither  the  kalendar,  nor  this 
rule  belonging  thereto,  is  within  that  declaration,  and  therefore  no 
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error  in  either  can  be  urged  as  a  rcafon  agaiml:  it.  For  tlie  ailenl: 
and  confent  required  to  be  given  by  the  aft  of  uniformity  is  '  To 
the  book  of  Common-prayer,  and  admiiilih-atlon  of  the  facramentSj 
and  other  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,^  together 
witli  the  Pfctlter  or  Pfalms  of  David,  pointed  as  they  are  to  be  fung 
or  faid  in  churches,  and  the  form  and  manner  of  making,  ordaining, 
and  coufccrating  of  bifhops,  priefts,  and  deacons  ;'  but  neither  the 
kalendar,  nor  this  rule  belonging  to  It,  can  be  brought  under  any 
of  thefe  particulars  ;  and  therefore  cannot  be  contained  within  that 
declaration  at  all.  If  it  be  faid,  that  the  words  rites  and  ceremonies 
include  the  kalendar,  and  with  it  all  the  rules  belonging  thereto  -, 
my  anfwer  is,  that  the  agronomical  calculatione,  and  the  appointing 
thereby  the  times  of  the  moveable  fealls,  concerning  which  our  whole 
prcfcnt  difpute  is,  cannot  be  called  either  rites  or  ceremonies.  If  it 
be  further  urged^  that  both  the  kalendar  and  the  rule  are  in  the 
book  ;  the  reply  hereto  is,  fo  are  feveral  a6s  of  parliament,  but  no 
one  will  fay,  that  by  the  declaration  any  affent  or  confent  is  given 
unto  them.     But, 

Fcurthlyy  Suppofing  all  to  be  in  this  cafe  as  the  diffenters  objed? 
to  make  fuch  a  trifle  to  be  a  rcafon  of  breakhig  communion,  and 
feparating  from  the  church,^  is  what  men  of  common  fenfe  or  com- 
mon integrity  may  be  adian-ied  of.  They  may  as  well  urge  the  er- 
rata of  the  prefs  againft  this  declaration.  For  thefe  afford  as  good 
a  reafon  againil  it  as  the  other.  This  fhews  how  hard  th^y  are  put 
to  it  to  find  rcafons  for  their  fcparatiou,  when  they  urge  fuch  a 
wretched  and  frivolous  one  for  it  as  this. 

Thus  much  of  the  objedion  as  far  as  the  diffenters  have  urged 
It.  But  there  being  fomething  that  may  be  further  faid  on  the  fame 
argument,  with  much  more  plaufible  appearance  of  rf^ifon,  which 
the  diffenters  have  taken  no  notice  of,  I  fnali  do  it  for  them,  that 
fo  by  anfwcring  it  I  may  clear  this  whole  matter,  and  thereby  fully 
juftlfy  the  ufage  of  our  church  herein.  For  it  may  be  objected,  that, 
allowing  the  full  moon  in  the  rule  of  the  kalendar  above-mentioned 
to  be  tl'.e  ecclcfiailical  full  moon,  and  not  the  natural,  yet  the  ma- 
king of  Ealler-day  to  be  the  next  Sunday  after  that  full  moon,  iscon- 
trary  to  the  rule  which  all  other  churches  have  gone  by  '^  till  Pope 
Gr<.goi-}-'s  reformation  of  the  kalendar,  and  contrary  alfo  to  the 
prefent  ufage  of  our  own.  For,  i//,  It  is  contrary  to  the  rule  which 
all  other  churches  have  gone  by  till  the  faid  reformation  of  Pope 
Gregory  ;  becaufe,  till  then,  from  the  time  of  the  council  of  Nice, 
their  rule  hath  been,  That  EaRer-day  is  always  to  be  the  firll  Sun- 
day after  the  tirft  fourteenth  moon  which  (hall  happen  after  the  one 
and  twentieth  of  March,  v>-};ich  fourteenth  m.oon  is  therefore  called  the 
Pafchal  term  :  but  the  full  moon  never  happens  till  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  moon  ;  and  therefore  to  put  Eafter-day  on  the  firft  Sun- 
day after  the  faid  fall  moon  will  be  to  make  the  firft  fifteenth 
moon  after  the  faid  one  and  twentieth  of  March,  to  be  the  Pafchal 
tei-m  inilcad  of  the  fourteenth,  which  no  church  in  the  whole  Chrif- 

tian 
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tian  world  "hath  ever  yet  done.  And,  idly^  It  is  contrary  to  the  pre- 
fent  iifage  of  our  own  church.  For,  in  the  tables  fubjoined  to  the 
faid  kalendar,  Eafter-day  is  every  where  put  on  the  Sunday  next  af- 
ter the  firft  fourteenth  moon  after  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of 
March,  and  never  otherwife.  And  therefore,  fnould  Ea-fter-day  be 
always  put,  according  to  the  rule  above-mentioned,  on  the  next  Sun- 
day  after  the  full  moon  of  that  rule,  feeing  no  full  moon  can  evei' 
happen  till  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  moon,  Eailer-day  would  fome- 
times  fall  on  a  Sunday  different  from  that  where  it  is  placed  in -the 
tables  ;  as,  for  example,  anno  1668,  the  placing  of  Eafter  on  the 
-firfl  Sunday  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  that  moon  would  make  it  fall 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  but  the  tables  place  it  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  March,  which  was  the  Sunday  before,  and  then  it  was  ac- 
cordingly obferved.  And,  anno  1678,  the  placing  of  Eafter  on  the 
ii.rft  Sunday  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  that  moon  would  make  it  fall 
on  the  feventh  of  April,  but  the  tables  place  it  on  the  laft  of  March, 
which  was  the  Sunday  before,  and  there  it  was  accordingly  obferved. 
And  fo  it  will  be  found  in  many  other  iidtances.  And,  therefore  if 
the  rule  by  which  all  other  churches,  till  Pope  Gregory^s  reforma- 
tion of  the  kalendar  above-mentioned,  obferved  their  Eafter,  be 
right,  and  if  the  tables  whereby  our  church  keeps  that  feftival  be 
right,  then  the  rule  which  is  in  our  Common  Prayer-book  muft  be 
falfe,  and  eonfequently  cannot  be  aiTented  to  as  true.  Thus  far  the 
objedion. 

The  anfwer  hereto  is,  that  there  is  a  twofold  reckoning  of  the 
moon's  age,  the  aftronomical  and  the  vulgar  ;  the  aftronomical  rec- 
koning is  from  the  conjunction  of  the  moon  with  the  fun,  the  vulgar 
from  it's  firft  appearance,  v/hich  is  never  till  the  next  day  after  the 
conjun6iion.  The  Jews  followed  the  vulgar  reckoning,  and,  accord- 
ing thereto,  accounted  that  to  be  the  lirft  day  of  the  moon  *  which 
was  the  iirft  day  of  its  appearance,  as  I  have  already  (hewn  in  the 
Preface  to  the  Firft  Part  of  this  Hiftory,  and  by  this  reckoning 
fettled  the  times  of  their  Pafchal  feftival ;  which  ufage  the  ^  ancient 
Chriftians  borrowing  from  them  did  the  fame  in  their  fettling  the 
feaft  of  Eafter,  and  fo  it  hath  continued  to  be  done  ever  fince.  The 
nrft  day  therefore  of  the  moon,  which  is  marked  out  by  the  prime 
in  the  kalendar  of  our  Common  Prayer-book-,  is  not  the  day  of  its 
conjunftion  with  the  fun,  but  the  day  of  its  firft  appearance,  which 
is  always  the  day  after  ;  and  the  fourteenth  day  from  thence  is  the 
fifteenth  from  its  conjundlion  ;  on  which  fifteenth  day  the  full  moon 
happens,  being  applied  to  the  Pafchal  moon,  folves  the  whole 
difficulty  of  this  objedlion.  For  the  fourteenth  day  of  that  moon,  as 
reckoned  from  its  iirft  appearance,  will  be  from  its  conjunftion  the 
fifteenth  day  on  v/hich  the  full  moon  happens.  And  therefore  this 
fourteenth  day  of  the  moon  being  the  fame  with  the  full  moon,  and 
both  the  fanic  with  that  which  hath  ever  been  the  Pafchal  term, 

A  3  the 

'  Talmuclin  Rofli  Hafiianah.  Maiaionides  in  Kiddiidi  HachoJcOi.  Sclden- 
De  Anno  Civili  Vcterum  JudaEorum. 

''  The  ancient  ChrifHans  appointed  their  Eafter  by  the  fame  rule  by  which 
the  Jews  appointed  their  PalTover,  and  t'le  Allan  churches  {ox  a  org  while  o!^" 

k!V;dit  c:>  the  fame  div  \v".lh  ih-rm. 


Vl  THE    PREFACE. 

the  firft  Sunday  after  which  is  Ealler-day,  the  faid  Pafchal  term  may 
be  exprefTed  by  either  of  them  ;  and  therefore  this  rule  in  the  ka- 
lendar  of  our  Common  Prayer-book,  in  that  it  expreffeth  it  by  the 
full  moon,  doth  the  fame,  as  if  it  had  exprelTed  it  by  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  moon,  and  confequently  it  is  not  to  be  charged  with  any 
fault  or  error  in  this  matter.  And  thus  having  opened  the  caufe 
in  all  its  points,  I  (hall  leave  the  further  profecution  of  it  to  thofe 
who  fliall  think  fit  to  contend  about  it.  All  that  I  propofe  hereby 
is  cVily  to  give  fuch  light  into  it,  that  neither  fide  may,  like  the  An- 
dabatcie,  fight  in  the  dark,  as  both  in  the  handhng  of  this  particular 
feem  hitherto  to  have  done. 

In  the  compiling  of  this  Hiflor}''  I  have  taken  all  the  helps  that 
the  Jewifh  writers  could  fupply  me  with ;  but  thefe,  I  mull  confefs, 
are  very  poor  ones.  Of  the  fucccfiion  of  the  prefidents  and  vice- 
prefidents  of  their  fanhedrim,  by  whom  they  lay  their  traditions 
■were  handed  down  from  Simon  the  Juft,  and  the  men  of  the  great 
fynagogue,  I  have  given  their  names  as  far  as  this  Hifhory  goes. 
!Biit,  befidestheir  nam.e?,  there  being  fcarce  any  thing  related  of  them, 
but  what  carries  with  it  a  manifefl  air  of  improbability  and  fable, 
I  have  foreborn  troubling  the  reader  with  fuch  traih.  Only  about 
Hillel  and  Shammai  I  have  enlarged  :  for  their  followers  conftitu- 
ting  two  oppofite  fefts  among  the  Jews,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Scotiiis  and  Thomifts  among  the  fchoolmen,  their  names  run 
through  both  their  Talrauds  and  all  their  Talmudic  writings,  and 
they  are  of  ail  that  have  been  in  that  llat^ion  within  the  compafs  of 
this  hiftory,  of  the  moil  eminent  note  and  fame  among  them,  and 
have  had  more  faid  of  them  than  all  the  reft.  And  therefore  I  have 
given  as  full  an  account  of  them  as  the  Jewifti  writers  can  afford 
ine  within  the  limits  of  a  juft  credibility. 

But  nothing  can  be  more  jejune  and  empty  than  the  hiftories 
which  the  rabbinical  Jews  give  of  themfelves.  Jofephus*s  Hiftory 
in  Greek  is  a  noble  work,  but  they  difown  and  condemn  it,  and  in- 
itead  of  it  would  obtrude  upon  us  an  Hebrew  Jofephus,  under  the 
name  of  jfofppon  Ben  Gorion.  This,  they  fay,  is  the  true  and  au- 
thentic Jofephus,  but  ours,  that  is  the  Greek  Jofephus,  a  falfe  one. 
There  is  a  Jofephus  Ben  Gorion  mentioned  ^  in  Jofephus's  Hiftory 
of  the  Jewifli  "War,  who  is  there  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  three 
to  whofe  conduft  tliat  war  was  firft  committed.  This  perfon,  the 
impoftor  who  compofed  this  book,  miftaking  for  Jofephus  the  hif- 
torian,  fet  forth  that  fpurious  work  under  his  name,  intending 
thereby  to  quafli  the  credit  of  the  true  Jofephus,  which  we  have  in' 
Greek,  as  if  that  were  the  impofture,  and  this  in  Hebrew  the  only 
true  and  authentic  work  of  that  hiftorian.  But  the  book  itfelf 
proves  the  fraud.  For  there  is  in  it  m.ention  made  both  of  ^  names 
and  things,  which  had  no  being  till  many  hundreds  of  years  after 
the  time  in  which  it  is  pretended  the  book  was  written,  neither 
was  it  heard  of,  or  ever  quoted  by  any  author,  till  above  a  thoufand 

,  years 
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^  I'or  in  that  bonk,  tlierc  is  mention  made  of  Lombardy,  Tiance,  England, 
l!unpaiy,  Turkey,  &c.  which  are  :ill  modern  names,  and  never  heard  cf  till  fe- 
yeral  hundred  years  after  the  time,  in  v,-hich  it  ispietended  this  book  was 
Ipritten. 
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years  after  tliat  time.  Solomon  Jarchi,  a  French  Jew,  who  flou- 
riflied  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1140,  is  the  fird  that  makes 
mention  of  it.  After  that  it  is  quoted  by  Aben  Ezra,  Abraham 
Een  Dior,  and  R.  David  Kimchi,  who  all  three  lived  in  the  fame 
century.  After  this  it  became  generally  owned  by  the  Jews,  and 
hath  obtained  that  credit  and  efteem  among  them,  as  to  be  held,  next 
the  facred  writings,  a  book  of  principal  value  among  them  ;  and -was 
one  of  the  earlieli  of  their  books  that  hath  been  publilhcd  in  print 
by  them.  For  it  was  printed  at  Conftantinople,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1490,  which  was  within  fifty  years  of  the  firll  invention  of 
that  art  ;  ^nd  hereon  it  became  fo  generally  received  and  valued  by 
that  people,  that,  twenty  years  after,  there  came  out  another  edition 
of  it  from  the  fame  place,  and  after  that  a  third  edition  at  Venice, 
A.  D.  1544.  What  Munfter  hath  pubhfhed  of  it  is  no  more  than 
an  epitome  of  this  author  ;  but  the  whole  of  it  is  in  the  Conilanti- 
nopohtan  and  Venice  editions.-  It  is  divided  into  fix  books  and 
niaety-feven  chapters.  The  heft  that  can  be  faid  of  it  is,  that  it  is 
written  in  an  elegant  Hebrev/  ftyle,  and  therefore  on  this  account 
is  very  fit  for  the  ufe  of  young  iludents  in  the  Hebrev^^  language. 
But  as  to  the  fubjetl  matter,  it  is  every  where  fluffed  with  apocry- 
phal and  Talmudic  fables ;  mofl  of  that,  which  is  not  of  this  fort,  is 
taken  from  the  true  Jofephus  ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  what  the 
impollor  takes  from  him  is  from  the  Latin  verfion  of  RufBnus,  and 
not  from  the  Greek  original,  which  leads  him  into  feveral  blunders. 
But  who  this  author  was,  or  where  or  when  he  wrote  his  book,  is 
uncertain.  ^  Scaliger  conjectures,  that  he  was  a  Jew  of  Tours  in 
France  ;  but  his  reafon  for  it  being  only,  that  he  fpeaks  more  of 
the  places  about  Tours,  than  of  any  other  parts  of  France,  thi 
doth  not  prove  the  thing.  But  it  being  fufficiently  proved,  that 
the  book  is  an  impoflure,  it  is  of  no  moment  to  know  who  was 
the  true  author  of  it,  or  where  or  v^'hen  he  lived.  Mr  Gagnier,  a 
French  gentleman  now  living  in  Oxford,  hath  lately  given  a  very 
accurate  Latin  verfion  of  this  work,  according  to  the  befl  edition 
of  it.  It  is  to  be  wiflied  that  his  learned  pains  had  been  employed 
about  a  better  author. 

For  feveral  hundred  years  after  the  dcflruftion  of  the  temple  of 
Jerufalem,  where  Jofephus  ends,  no  other  Jew  hath  written  any 
hiftory  of  the  affairs  of  that  people,  till  about  the  tenth  century  af- 
ter Chrift.  But  the  fed  of  the  Karraites  (who,  adhering  only  to 
the  written  word,  rejected  all  traditions)  then  prevailing,  and  often 
prefling  their  Rabbinifls,  their  antagonifls  in  this  controverfy,  to 
jnake  good  the  fuccefTion  through  which  they  pretended  to  have 
received  their  traditions,  this  did  put  feveral  of  their  learned  men 
upon  the  hunt  for  it ;  and  they  having  raked  through  both  their  Tal-, 
muds,  and  from  them  gotten  together  fome  hiflorical  fcraps  to  ferve 
for  this  purpofe,  with  thefe  poor  materials  have  endeavoured  to 
compofe  fbmething  like  an  hiflory  of  their  nation,-  giving  an  ac- 
count therein,  how  their  traditions  were  delivered  down  from  Mo- 
fes  to  the  prophets,  and  from  the  prophets  to  the  men  of  the  great 
A  4  fynagogucj 
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i'ynagogue,  and  from  the  men  of  tlie  great  fynagogue  to  the  doc- 
tors, who  afterwards,  in  a  continued  feries,  handed  them  down  from 
one  to  another,  through  after  generations.  Of  this  fort  they  have 
fome  few  hiftorical  compofures  among  them,  but  luch  as  are  very 
mean  and  contemptible.  They  all  begin  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  and,  as  far  as  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  go,  they 
write  from  them,  but  often  interpofe  fabulous  gloiTes  and  additions 
of  their  own.  From  the  time  where  the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures 
end,  the  two  Talmuds  fupply  them,  and  from  the  time  vi'here  the 
Talmuds  end,  they  are  fupphed  from  the  traditions  that  were 
afterwards  preferved  among  them.  And  an  account  of  tlieir  doc- 
tors, and  the  fucceffion  of  them  in  their  chief  fchools  and  academies 
in  Jiidea,  Babyfenia,  and  elfewhere,  is  the  main  fubjeft  which,  after 
the  fcriptural  tiines,  they  treat  of.  And  of  thefe  hiftorical  books 
there  are  but  feyen  in  all,  that  I  know  of,  among  them,  and  they 
arc  thefe  following  :  i.  Seder  Olam  Rabhah  ;  2.  Te/huvol/j  R,  She- 
rira  Gaon  ;  3.  Si^der  Olam  Zcutah  ;  4.  Kabbalah  R.  Abraham  Le- 
'v'tta  Ben  Dior  ;  5.  Sepher  yuchafin  ;  6.  Shaljhcleth  Haccahlalah  ; 
7.  Zemach  Daii'id.  The  four  firft  are  the  ancienteft,  but  all  of  them 
have  been  written  ftnce  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century,  and 
are  very  ftiort.  The  three  laft  are  much  larger,  but  of  a  very  mo- 
dern compofure,  being  all  of  them  written  fince  tlie  time  of  our 
King  Henry  VIII.  I  will  here  ^^wt  an  account  of  each  of  them 
in  their  order. 

I.  Seder  Olam  Rabhah^  i.  e.  the  Larger  Chron'icon,  h  fo  called,  m 
rcfpeft  to  Kieder  Olam  Zeutah^  i.  e.  the  Lejfer  Chron'icon^  which  was 
afterwards  compofed.  However,  notv/ithftanding  this  great  name, 
it  is  but  a  ftiort  hiftory,  and  treats  moftly  of  the  fcriptural  times. 
^  Buxtorf  tells  us  it  reached  down  to  the  time  of  Adrian  the  Ro- 
man emperor,  and  his  vanquiftiing  Ben  Chuzibah  the  impoftor,  who 
did  then  fet  up  for  the  Meffiah.  I  have  not  feen  any  copy  of  that 
hiftory  which  reacheth  down  fo  far,  but  no  doubt  that  great  and 
learned  man  did,  cthcrwife  he  v/ouid  not  Have  told  us  lo.  The 
author  is  commonly  faid  to  have  been  R.  Jofe  Ben  Ciiah'ptha,  who 
tlouriftied  a  little  after  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  century  after 
Chrift,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  mafter  to  R.  Judah  Hakkadofh,  who 
compofed  the  MilTina.  But  R.  Azarias,  the  author  of  Meor  Enaim, 
in  the  third  part  of  that  book  (which  he  calls  Imre  Binach),  tells 
us,  that  he  had  feen  an  ancient  copy  of  this  book,  in  which  it  vcas 
written,  that  the  author  lived  762  years  after  the  deftrucTcion  of  the 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  which  refers  his  time  to  the  year  of  Chrift 
832.  It  was  moft  certainly  written  after  the  Babylonifti  Talmud  ; 
for  ic  contains  mauy  fables  and  dotages  taken  from  thence, 

II.  Tejhwvoth  R.  Shcrira  Gaoriy  i,  e.  the  anf-wers  of  R.  Sherira^ 
fuhl'tme  doclor,  is  an  hiftorical  trad  written  by  way  of  qutftions  and 
anfwers  by  him  whofc  name  it  bears.  It  is  a  very  ftiort  piece,  and 
is  ufually  infcMtcd  with  fome  other  hiftorical  IVagments  in  the  edi- 
tions of  Juchaf-n.  He  Wcis  ^chmalotarch  in  Babylonia,  and  head 
of  all  the  Jcwii'h  fchools  and  academics  in  that  country,  which  dig- 
nity 

•  Sjyiiolhcca  F.aLL:i:kn,  p.  28C\ 
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nity  he  obtained  A.  D.  967,  and  continued  in  it  thirty  years,  that 
is,  till  the  year  997,  when  he  refsgned  it  to  R.  Haia  his  fon,  who 
was  the  laft  that  bore  the  title  of  Gaon  or  fubUme  doctor.  For,  in 
his  time,  i.  e.  anno  1037,  the  Mahometan  king  that  then  reigned 
over  Babylonia  ^  expelled  the  Jews  out  of  all  thofe  parts,  and 
thereon  ^  all  their  fchools  and  academies  which  they  had  there, 
were  diflblved,  and  all  the  degrees  and  titles  of  honour,  which  on 
the  account  of  learnino-  ufed  to  be  conferred  in  them,  utcerlv  cea- 
fed,  and  no  learned  man  hath  fince  that  tim.e,  among  the  Jews,  afTu- 
med  any  higher  name  or  title  of  honour  in  refpe6l  of  his  learning 
than  that  of  Rabbi. 

III.  Seder  01am  Zeutah,  1.  e.  the  Lejfer  Chronicouy  is  fo  called  in 
refpecl  to  Seder  Olam  Rcbbah,  or  the  Greater  Chromcon.  Tliis 
book  was  written,  as  it  is  therein  exprefTed,  1053  Y^^^s  after  the 
deftruftion  of  the  temple  at  Jeruf^lcm,  that  is,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1 123.  Who  was  the  author  of  it  Is  not  known.  It  is,  agree- 
able to  its  name,  a  very  ihort  chroiilcon,  and  Is  carried  down  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  year  452  after  the  deftruftlon  of 
the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  that  is  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  522.  Eight 
generations  after  are  named  in  it,  but  nothing  more  than  their 
names  Is  there  mentioned  of  them. 

IV.  Sepher  Kabbalah  R.  Alraham  Lev'tla  '^  Ben  Dhr,  I.  e.  the 
bool  of  tradition,  by  Rabbi  j^braham  the  Levite,  the  fon  of  Dior,  is  an 
hiftorical  tradl,  chiefly  Intended  to  give  an  account  of  the  fucceffion 
of  thofe,  by  whom  the  traditions  of  the  Jews,  as  they  pretend,  from 
the  time  of  Mofes,  were  handed  down  to  them  from  generation  to 
generation.  It  begins  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  ends  at 
the  year  of  Chrlll  11 60.  The  author  of  It  was  R.  Abraham  the 
Levite,  whofe  name  it  bears  In  the  title.  He  flouriflied  In  the  time 
where  his  book  ends.  He  writes  much  from  Jofippon  Ben  Gorion, 
and  was  one  of  the  firil  that  gave  credit  to  that  fpurious  book. 

V.  Sepher  y-uchafin,  I.  e.  the  Book  of  Genealogies,  is  an  hiftory  of 
the  Jevv's,  much  larger  than  all  the  four  above-mentioned  put  toge- 
ther. It  begins  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  is  continued 
down  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1500.  In  the  pi-ocefs  and  feries  of 
it  an  account  is  given  of  the  fucceffion  of  the  Jewlfli  traditions 
from  Mount  Sinai,  and  of  all  their  eminent  doctors  teaching  and 
profcffing  them,  down  to  the  time  where  the  book  ends.  The  au- 
thor of  it  was  R.  Abraham  Zacuth,  who  hril  pubhfhed  it  at  Cra- 
cow, In  Poland,  la  the  year  of  our  Lord  1580. 

VI.  Shalfljeleth  Haccabbalah,  I.  e.  the  Chain  of  Tradition^  Is  an 
hlflorrical  book  of  the  fame  contents  with  Sepher  Juchafin.  The 
author  of  It  was  Rabbi  Gedaliah  Ben  Jechajah,  who  hrfl  publiTaed 
it  at  Venice  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1587. 

VII.  Zemach  David,  i.  e.  a  Branch  or  Sprout  of  David,  Is  an  hif- 

tory 

*  On  this  expnlfion  out  of  the  E  fl,  they  fiocked  into  the  Wed,  and  from 
that  time  Spain,  France,  Eng'and,  and  Gci many,  were  filled  with  them. 

t>  The  chiefeft  of  their  academies  were  Naherda,  Sora,  and  Pompediths, 
towns  in  Babylonia. 

^  Others  call  him  R.  Abraham  Ben  David,  but  by  miflake,  for  that  R. 
Abraham  wa?  another  perfon,     Set  BuxlQif's  JBiblioth?ca  Rabbinica,  p  403. 
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tory  treating  of  the  fame  fubje£l  as  the  two  laft  preceding.  It 
begins,  as  they  do,  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  is  continued 
do.wn  to  the  year  of  Chrill  1592,  in  which  year  it  was  firft  pub- 
liflied  at  Prague  in  Bohemia.  The  author  was  Rabbi  David  Ganz, 
a  Bohemian  Jew.  There  is  extant  a  Latin  vcrfion  of  this  book, 
compofed  by  William  Kenry  Vorftius,  the  fon  of  Conrad  Vorftius, 
and  publifhed  by  him  at  Leyden  A.  D.  1644. 

By  this  it  may  be  feen  how  little  light  into  ancient  times  is  to  be 
gotten  from  hiflories  of  fo  modern  and  mean  a  compofure,  neither 
can  any  thing  better  be  expeded  from  their  other  writings.  If  any 
thing  of  ancient  hiftory  be  found  any  wliere  in  them  more  than 
what  is  fcriptural,  it  is  either  taken  from  one  of  the  hiflories  which 
I  have  here  given  an  account  of,  or  from  the  Talmud,  which  is  the 
common  fountain  from  which  they  all  draw.  For  this  is  the  belt 
autliority  they  have,  and  how  mean  this  is  I  have  already  fhewn. 

My  living  at  a  dillancc  from  the  prefs  hath  deprived  me  of  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  the  errors  of  it ;  but  this  defeft  hath  been 
fupplied  by  my  very  worthy  friend  Mr  Brampton  Gurdon,  who 
hath  been  pleafed  to  take  on  him  the  trouble  of  correding  the  laft 
revife  of  every  flieet  ;  and  I  know  no  one  more  able  to  correft  the 
errors,  not  only  of  the  printer,  but  alfo  of  the  author,  wherever  I 
may  have  been  miftaken  in  any  particular  contained  in  this  book, 
he  being  a  perfon  eminently  knowing  in  all  thofe  parts  of  literature, 
that  are  treated  of  through  the  whole  of  it,  and  otherwife  of  that 
•worth  and  learning,  as  may  juftly  recommend  him  to  every  man's 
tfteem. 

I  fhall  be  glad  if  this  Second  Part  of  my  Hiflory  may  be  as  ac- 
ceptable to  the  public  as  the  former  hath  been.  I  muft  confefs  it 
hath  been  written  under  greater  difadvantages,  by  reafon  of  the  de- 
cays which  have  fince  grown  upon  me.  It  hath  always  been  the 
comfort,  as  well  as  the  care  of  my  life,  to  make  myfelf  as  fervice- 
able  as  I  could,  in  all  the  ftations  which  I  have  been  called  to.  With 
this  view  it  hath  been,  that  I  have  entered  on  the  writing  of  any  of 
thofe  works  that  I  have  offered  to  the  public  ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
by  all  of  them  in  fome  meafure  ferved  my  generation.  But  being 
now  broken  by  ?ge,  and  the  calamitous  dillemper  mentioned  in  the 
Preface  to  the  former  part  of  this  Hiflory,  I  lind  myfelf  fuperan- 
nuated  for  any  other  undertaking,  and  therefore  muft,  I  fear,  fpend 
the  remainder  of  my  days  in  an  ufelefs  ftate  of  life,  which  to  me 
will  be  the  greatcft  burden  of  it.  But,  fmce  it  is  from  the  hand 
of  God,  I  will  com.port  myfelf  with  all  patience  to  fubmit  hereto, 
till  my  great  change  fliall  come,  and  God  fhall  be  pleafed  to  call 
me  out  of  this  life  into  a  better.  For  which  I  wait  with  a  thorough 
hope  and  truft  in  his  great  and  infinite  mercy,  through  Jcfus  Clirift 
our  Lord,  to  v\  hum  be  glory,  honour,  and  praife,  for  ever  and  ever. 
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ELEAZAR,  the  brother  of  Simon  the  Jiift,  »  fucceeded 
him  in  the  high  priefthood  at  Jerufalem,  and 
there  executed  this  office  ^  15  years.  But  p^^l^^^^i- 
whereas  Simon  the  Juft  had  been  alio  preiident  of  g^^^j.  ^'^ 
the  fanhedrim,  or  national  council  of  the  Jews,  he 
was  in  this  laft  charge  fucceeded  ^  by  Antigonus  of  Socho,  to 
which  he  was  recommended  by  his  great  learning.  For  he  was 
an  eminent  fcribe  in  the  law  of  God,  and  a  great  teacher  of 
righteoufnefs  among  the  people.  And  he  being  the  firft  of  the 
Tannaim  or  Mifhnical  do6tors,  from  his  fcbool  all  thofe  had 
their  original  who  were  afterwards  called  by  that  name.  And 
thefe  were  all  the  dodors  of  the  Jewi(h  law  from  the  death  of 
Simon  the  Juft  to  the  time  that  Kabbi  Judah  Hakkadofii  com- 
pofed  the  Mifhna,  which  was  about  the  middle  of  the  fecond 
century  after  Chrift,"  as  hath  been  before  obferved.  In  the  gof- 
VoL.III.  A  pels 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.lib.  la.c.  a.  Chronicon  Akxand.  Eufebii  Chronicon. 
^  Chronicon  Alcxa-  dViuum. 

^  Juchafin,  Shalfheleth  Haccabbah,  Sc  Zemach  David.    R.  A.Levita 
|n  Kiltorica  Cabb<^la. 
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pels,  they  arc  fometimes  called  fcribes,  fometlmes  lawyers,  and 
ibmetiraes  thofe  that  fat  in  Mofes's  feat.  For  thofe  different 
appellations  all  denote  the  fame  profeffion  of  men,  that  is,  thofe 
Vv'ho  having  been  brought  up  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
God,  and  the  tradition  of  the  elders  concerning  it,  taught  it  in 
the  fchools  and  fynagogues  of  the  Jews,  and  judged  according  to 
it  in  their  fanhedriins.  For  out  of  the  number  of  thefe  dolors 
were  chofen  all  fuch  as  were  members  of  thofe  courts,  that  is, 
cither  of  the  great  fanhedrim  of  feventy-two,  which  was  for 
the  whole  nation,  or  of  the  fanhedrim  of  twenty-three,  which 
was  in  every  city  in  Judah.  And  fuch  were  Nicodemus,  Jofeph 
of  Arimathea,  and  Gamaliel ;  and  in  refpeft  hereof  is  it  that 
they  are  called  elders,  counfellors,  and  rulers,  becaufe,  being 
of  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  chofen  into  thefe  councils, 
they  did  there  declare  and  execute  thofe  laws,  by  which  they 
ruled  and  governed  the  people. 

The  Jews  tell  us  great  things  of  this  Simon  the  Jufi:,  and 
fpeak  of  great  aherations  that  happened  on  his  death  in  fome 
parts  of  their  divine  worfhip,  and  the  ligns  of  the  divine  accept- 
ance,  that  had  till  then  appeared  in  the  performance  of  them. 
For  a  it  is  faid  in  the  Jerufalem  Talmud,  that  **  All  the  time  of 
**  Simon  the  Juft,  the  fcape-goat  had  fcarce  come  to  the  middle 
**  of  the  precipice  of  the  mountain,  from  whence  he  was  caft 
^'  down,  but  he  was  broken  into  pieces :  but,  wlicn  Simon  the  Juft 
**  was  dead,  he  fled  away  alive  into  the  defert,  and  v/as  eaten  of 
'*  the  Saracens.  While  Simon  the  Juft  lived,  the  lot  of  God  in 
*'  the  day  of  expiation  went  forth  always  to  the  right  hand  : 
'*  but  Simon  the  Juft  being  dead,  it  went  forth  fometimes  to 
'^  the  right  hand,  and  fometimes  to  the  left.    All  the  days  of 
'*  Simon  the  Juft,  the  little  fcarlet  tongue  looked  always  white  : 
*'  but  when  Simon  the  Juft  was  dead,  it  looked  fometimes 
"  white,  and  fometiraes  red.   All  the  days  of  Simon  the  Juft, 
**  the  ^  weft  ligbt  always  burnt :  but,  when  he  was  dead,  it 
*'  fometimes  burnt,  and  fometimes  went  out.  All  the  days  of 
"  Simon  tiiejuft,therir  e  upon  the  altar  burnt  clear  and  bright, 
*'  and,  after  two  pieces  of  wood  laid  on  in  the  morning,  they 
**  laid  on  nothing  elfe  the  whole  day  after  ;  but,  when  he  was 
"  dead,  the  force  of  the  iire  languifhed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
**  they  were  forced  to  fupply  it  all  the  day.     All  the  days  of 
"  Simon  the  juft,  a  blefiing  was  fciit  upon  the  ^  two  loaves, 

"  and 

"  Minin;\  &  GcmarA  Ilicroful.  in  yomrt. 

b  That  is.  (he  mori  wtftcrn  of  the  Icven  lamps  of  the  golden  candle- 
flicks,  which  i'ood  in  the  holy  place  in  the  tempit. 

'  Thnt  ip,  the  two  waw-loavcs  olT^rtd  ia  the  feaft  of  Penteccft;  of 
which  fee  Lev.  xxiii.  15— az.  . 
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«'  and  ^  the  fliew-bread  ;  fo  that  a  portion  came  to  every  prieft, 
«  to  the  quantity  of  an  olive  at  leaft  ;  and  there  were  fome 
"  who  did  eat,  and  there  wer^  others  to  whom  fomethmg  re- 
«^  mained  after  they  had  eaten  their  fill :  but  when  Simon  the 
<*   Tuft  was  dead,  that  bleffing  was  withdrawn,  and  fo  httle  re. 
*^  mained  to  each  prieft,  that  thofe  who  were  modeft  withdrew 
«  their  hands,  and  thofe  who  were  greedy  ftill  ftretched  them 
«  out."     For  the  explication  hereof,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that, 
on  the  great  day  of  expiatioa,  which  was  a  moft  fole.i^-i  faft 
among  the  Jews,  kept  by  them  every  year  on  the  ter.tb  day 
of  their  month  Tizri  (which  anfwcrs  to  our  September),  ^  two 
jroats  were  brought  into  the  inner  court  of  the  houle  of  the 
Lord,  and  there,  on  the  north  Me,  of  the  altar  prefented  before 
the  hioh  prieft,  the  one  to  be  the  fcape-goat,  and  the  other  to 
be  facrificed  to  the  Lord.     And  in  order  to  determme,  which 
of  them  ftiould  be  for  each  parpofe,  '  lots  w^ere  caft  to  ^cide 
the  matter  ;  the  manner   of  which  was  as  followeth.  ^  The  ^ 
o-oats  being  put  one  before  the  right  hand  of  the  high  prieft,  and 
the  other  before  the  left  hand,  an  urn  was  brought,  and  placed 
in  the  middle  between  them,  and  two  lots  were  caft  into  it, 
(they  might  be  of  wood,  filver,  or  gold,  but  under  the  fecond 
temple  they  were  always  of  gdd).  On  the  one  of  thefewas  writ» 
ten  For  the  Lord,  and  on  the  other  F:.r  the  fcape-goat ;  which 
being  well  fliaken  together,  the  high  prieft  put  both  his  hands 
into  the  urn,  and  with  his  right  hand  took  out  one  lot,  and 
with  his  left  hand  the  other,  and  according  to  the  writmg  on 
them  were  the  goats  appointed,  as  they  ftood  on  each  hand  of  • 
the  high  prieft,  either  for  the  Lord,  to  be  facrificed  to  him,  or 
to  be  the  fcape-goat,  to  be  let  efcape  into  the  wildernefs;  that 
is,  if  the  right  hand  lot  were  For  the  Lord,  then  the  goat  that 
ftood  before  him  at  the  right  hand  was  to  be  facrificed,  and 
the  other  to  be  the  fcape-goat  :  but  if  the  left  hand  lot  were 
For  the  Lord,  then  the  goat  that  ftood  at  the  left  hand  was  to 
be  facrificed,  and  the  other  to  be  the  fcape-goat.  And  therefore, 
^vhereas  it  is  faid,  that  the  lot  of  God,  till  the  death  of  Simon 
the  Juft,  went  forth  always  to  the  right  hand,  the  meaning  is, 
that  till  then  the  high  prieft  always  drew  out  with  his  right  hand 
the  lot  For  the  Lord,  and  with  his  left  that  For  the  fcape-goat ; 
but  afterwaj^s  with  each  hand  fometimes  one  lot,  and  fome^ 

times 

^  That  =s  tbe  twelve  loaves  of  fhew-bread,  which  were  placed  upon 
the  {hew-bre.d  table  in  the  holy  plice  every  Sabbath,and  taken  away  the 
next  Sabbath  after,  and  divided  an^ong  the  pnefts  that  then  officiate... 
See  Lev.  xxiv.  5 — 10. 

b  M.fhna  in  Yoma.     Maimonides  in  Yom.  Haccipuvnm, 

^  Lev.  xvi.  8. 

^  Mifhna  &  Maimonidev  ibid. 
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times  the  other.  As  foon  as  the  goats  were  thus  appointed  each 
to  their  proper  ufe,  the  high  prieft  bound  upon  the  head  of  the 
fcape-goat  a  long  piece  (they  call  it  a  tongue)  of  fcarlet.  And 
this  is  that  fcarlet  tongue,  which,  the  Talmud  faith,  looked  al- 
ways white  till  the  death  of  Simon  the  Juit,  but  afterwards 
fometimes  white,  and  fometimes  red.  And  the  change  of  red 
into  white  being  here  fpoken  of  as  a  fign  of  God's  accepting  of 
the  expiation  of  that  day,  hither  may  be  referred  what  is  faid  in 
Ifaiah  (ch.  i.  ver.  i8.j,  Though  your  fins  he  as  fear  let,  they  Jhall 
be  as  white  as  f novo  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon^  they  fiD all 
be  as  wool ;  or  rather  to  tiiis  text  may  be  referred  the  founda- 
tion of  all  that  they  fay  of  this  matter.  After  the  goat  for  the 
Lord  was  offered  up  in  facrifice  to  him,  the  fcape-goat  was 
brought  before  the  high  prieft,  who, laying  both  his  hands  upon 
his  head,  confefled  over  him  all  the  iniquities  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  and  all  their  tranfgreffions,  and  all  their  fins ;  by  that  cere- 
mony putting  them  all  upon  the  head  of  that  goat  j  and  then 
fent  him  away  by  a  fit  perfon  into  the  wildemefs.  The  place 
where  they  led  him  was  a  rock  or  precipice  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  miles  from  Jerufalem,  where  he  w^as  to  be  let  efcape, 
to  carry  away  the  fins  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  with  him  far 
out  of  fight.  Till  the  time  of  Simon  the  Juft,  the  Talmud 
faith,  this  goat  was  always  dallied  in  pieces  in  the  fall,  on  his 
being  let  loofe  over  the  precipice ;  but  that  afterwards  he  al- 
ways efcaped,  and,  flying  into  Arabia,  was  there  taken  and  eaten 
by  the  Saracens. 

Demetrius  having,  as  he  thought,  thoroughly  fettled  his  af- 
fairs in  Greece  and  Macedon,  ^  made  great  prepa- 
Anno  a88.    rations  to  recover  his  father's  empire  in  Afia  ;  for 
Soter'17.       which  purpofe  he  got  together  an  army  of  100,000 
men,  and  a  fleet  of  500  fail  of  (hips,  which  was  a 
greater  force,  both  by  fea  and  land,  than  had  been  gotten  toge- 
ther by  any  prince  fince  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great. 
This  alarming  Ptolemy,  Lyfimachus,  and  Seleucus,  ^  they 
all  three  entered  into  a  confederacy  together  for 
Anno  187.    ttieir  mutual  defence  againft  his  defigns,  and  al- 
Soter  18.       ^^  drew  in  Pyrrhus,  king  of  Epirus,  to  join  with 
them  herein.    And  tlierefore,  while  Lyfimachus  in- 
vaded Macedonia  on  the  one  fide,  Pyrrhus  did  the  fame  on  the 
other.  This  drew  Demetrius  out  of  Greece  ;  where  he  was  then 
attending  his  preparations  for  the  Afian  expedition)  back  into 
Macedonia,  for  the  defence  of  that  country.  But  before  he  could 
arrive  thither,  Pyrrhus  having  taken  Beroea,  a  great  city  in  Ma- 

-  cedoniay 

*   Plutarch,  in  Demetrio  &  Pyrrho.    Juflin.  lib.  \  6.  c,  z, 
i*  Plutarch.  &  Juftin.  ibid. 
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cedonia,  where  many  of  Demctrius's  foldiers  had  their  fami- 
lies, friends,  and  effe<5ls,  the  news  hereof  no  fooner  got  into 
tlie  army,  but  it  put  all  into  diforder  and  mutiny,  many  de- 
claring, that  they  would  follow  him  no  farther,  but  return 
home  to  defend  their  friends,  families,  and  fortunes,  in  their 
own  country ;  whereon  Demetrius,  feeing  his  intereft  abfo- 
lutely  loft  among  them,  fled  in  the  difguife  of  a  private  fol- 
dier  into  Greece  ;  and  all  his  army  revolted  to  Pyrrhus,  and 
made  him  their  king.  Demetrius,  on  his  return  into  Greece, 
having  there  ordered  his  affairs  in  the  beft  manner  his  prefent 
circumftances  would  admit,  committed  the  care  of  all  he  had 
in  thofe  parts  to  Antigonus  his  fon,  and,  with  all  the  remain- 
der of  his  forces  that  could  be  fpared  from  thence  (which 
amounted  to  about  eleven  thoufand  men),  went  on  board  his 
fleet,  and  failed  into  Afia,  there  in  a  defperate  manner  to  feek 
his  fortunes.  On  his  arrival  at  Miletus,  he  took  that  city,  and 
there  married  Ptolemaida,  the  daughter  of  Ptolemy.  She  was 
brought  to  him  thither  by  Eurydice  her  mother,  the  wife  of  Pto- 
lemy, and  filler  of  Phila,  Demetrius's  former  wife,  who  died  a 
little  before  of  adofe  of  poi fon,  which fliedefperately  took onlher 
hufljand's  flight  out  of  Macedonia,  to  avoid  the  calamity  which 
fhe  thought  would  follow  that  declenfion  of  his  fortune.  How- 
ever this  did  not  hinder  Ptolemy  from  marrying  his  daughter 
to  him,  and  of  this  marriage  was  born  Demetrius,  who  after- 
ward reigned  in  Cyrene. 

From  Miletus  Demetrius  ^  invaded  Caria  and  Lydia,  and 
having  taken  many  cities  from  Lyfimachus  in  thofe  provinces, 
and  there  much  augmented  his  forces  with  new  recruits,  at 
length  made  himfelf  matter  of  Sardis.  But  on  the  coming  of 
Agathocles,  the  fon  of  Lyfimachus,  with  an  army  againft  him, 
he  was  forced  again  to  quit  all  that  he  had  taken,  and  march- 
ed eaftward.  His  intentions  in  taking  this  rout  were  to  pafs 
into  Armenia,  and  Media,  and  feize  thefe  provinces.  *■  But 
Agathocles,  having  coafted  him  all  the  way  in  his  march,  re- 
duced him  to  great  diftiefs  for  want  of  provifions  and  forage, 
which  brought  a  ficknefs  into  his  army,  that  deftroyed  a  great 
number  of  them,  and,  when  he  attempted  to  pafs  Mount  Tau- 
rus'with  the  remainder,  he  found  all  the  pafles  over  it  feized  by 
Agathocles  :  whereby  being  obftru6ted  from  proceeding  any 
further  that  way,  he  marched  backward  to  Tarfus  in  Cilicia, 
a  town  belonging  to  Seleucus,  and  from  thence  fignifying  to 
that  prince  the  calamitous  condition  he  was  reduced  to,  ear- 
neftly  prayed  relief  and  afllfliance  from  him  for  the  fubfifting 
of  himfelf  ;and  the  forces  that  followed  him.  Seleucus,  being 
moved  with  this  reprefentation  of  his  doleful  cafe,  at  firft 

took 
•  Plutarch,  in  Demetrio* 
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took  compaffion  on  him,  and  ordered  his  lieutenants  in  thofe 
parts  to  furniQi  him  and  his  forces  with  all  things  neceffary. 
But  afterwards  being  put  in  mind  of  the  valour  and  enterpri- 
fing  genius  of  this  prince,  and  of  his  great  abilities  in  all  the 
arts  and  llratagems  of  war,  and  his  undiunted  boldnefs  for 
the  attempting  of  any  defign  he  (hould  have  an  opportunity 
lor,  lie  began  to  think,  that  the  fetting  up  of  fuch  a  man 
again  might  tend  to  the  endangering  of  his  own  affairs,  and 
therefore,  inftead  of  helping  him  any  further,  he  refolved  to 
lay  hold  of  this  opportunity  abfolutely  to  crulh  him,  and  ac- 
cordingly marched  againft  him  with  an  army  for  this  purpofe; 
of  which  Demetrius  having  received  intelligence,  he  feized  on 
ihole  fallnelTes  of  Mount  Taurus  where  he  could  bed  defend 
Limlelf,  and  from  thence  fent  again  to  Seleucus,  intreating 
him  that  he  would  permit  him  to  pafs  into  the  Eaft,  that 
there  feizing  fome  country  of  the  barbarous  nations,  he  might 
therein  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  quiet  and  repofe;  or 
otherwife,  if  he  liked  not  this,  that  he  would  at  leaft  allow 
him  quarters  for  that  winter,  and  not  in  the  rigorous  feafon 
of  the  year,  drive  him  out  in  a  naked  and  flarving  condition  into 
the  very  jaws  of  his  enemies,  to  be  devoured  and  deilroyed  by 
them.  But  Seleucus  not  at  all  liking  his  defign  of  going  in- 
to the  Eaft,  this  firll  part  of  his  requefl  ferved  only  to  increafe 
his  jealoufy,  and  therefore  all  that  he  would  grant  him  was,  to 
take  winter  quarters  in  Cataonia  (a  province  confining  upon 
Cappadocia),  for  two  months  during  the  feverity  of  the  win- 
ter, and  after  that  to  be  gone.  And  then  he  immediately  put 
guards  on  all  the  paffes  of  the  mountains  leading  from  Cilicia 
into  Syria,  to  obftru£l  his  coming  that  way.  Demetrius  find- 
ing himfelf  hereby  pent  up  and  befet,  that  is,  by  Agathocles 
on  the  one  fide,  and  by  Seleucus  on  the  other,  was  neceffitated 
to  betake  himfelf  to  force  for  the  extricating  of  himfelf,  and 
tl.erefore  falling  upon  Seleucus's  forces,  that  guarded  the  paf- 
fes of  the  mountains  into  Syria,  he  drove  them  thence,  and 
entered  through  them  into  that  country. 

But  ^  when  he  was  ready  to  have  proceeded  further  on  fome 

bold  enterprife  for  the  reiloring  of  his  affairs,  he 
An.  aS6.  y^^^  taken  with  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  which  lafted 
8  ter  jQ         ^orty  days.     In  the  interim  mod  of  his  men  de- 

ferted:  whereby  finding  himfelf,  on  his  reco- 
very, reduced  to  the  utmoll  neccfiity,  he  refolved  to  make  a 
defperate  attempt  upon  Selewcus,  by  florming  his  camp  in  the 
night,  with  that  fmail  handful  of  his  forces  tbatftiil  rem.ained 
With  him.     But  his  defign  being  difcovered  by  adeferter,  and 

thereby 
*  rlutirchus  in  D^ir.etrio. 
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thereby  difappointed  juft  as  he  was  ready  to  have  put  it  inexecu- 
tion,  and  many  more  of  his  foldiers  delerting  from  him  hereon, 
he  attempted  to  make  a  retreat  back  over  the  mountains,  and, 
that  way,  if  pollible,  again  reach  his  fleet.  But  finding  all  the 
pafles  there  feized  againil  him,  he  was  forced  to  take  fhelter 
in  the  woods  ;  but  being  there  ready  to  be  ftarved,  he  was 
brought  at  length  to  the  neceffity  of  furrendering  himfelf  in- 
to the  hands  of  Seleucus,  who  having  caufed  him,  under  a 
ftrong  guard,  to  be  carried  to  the  Syrian  Cherfonefus  near 
Laodicea,  there  kept  him  a  prifoner  till  he  died.     He  allowed 
hi;Ti  there  the  freedom  of  a  park  to  hunt  in,  and  all  other  ac« 
commodations  both  for  the  pleafures,  as  well  as  the  necelTaries 
of  life.     Whereon  giving  himfelf  wholly  up  to  eating,  drink-> 
ing,  gaming,  and  lazinefs,  he  pafled  away  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  thofe  voluptuous  and  idle  enjoyments,  till  at  length, 
having  fed  up  his  body  hereby  to  an  exceflive  fatnefs,  and  fill- 
ed it  with  grofs  and  noxious  humours,  he  fell  into  that  fick- 
nefs,  of  which  he  died  in  this  confinement,  after  he  had  pafT- 
ed  in  it  three  years,  and  had  lived  to  the  54th  year  of  his  age- 
All  the  time  of  his  confinement  Seleucus  frequently  fent 
him  kind  meflages,  with  promifes  of  a  releafe  from  his  capti" 
vity,  affuring  him,  that  as  foon  as  Antiocnus  and  Stratonice 
fhould  be  returned  again  to  Court,  the  articles  of  his  reftora- 
tion  fliould  be  fettled  by  them  to  his  content.     This  Strato- 
nice was  the  daughter  of  Demetrius,  and  had  been  firft  mar- 
ried to  Seleucus  (as  hath  bee;)  above  related),  but  was  then, 
by  an  unparalleled  exaniple,  become  the  wife  of  Antiochus  his 
fon.  The  manner  how  it  came  to  pafs  is  thus  related.    ^  Stra=. 
tonice  being  a  very  beautiful  lady,  Antiochus  fell  in  love  with 
her;  but  not  daring  to  own  his  paffion,  he  filently  languifhed 
under  it,  and  at  length,  through  the  violence  of  it,  fell  defpe- 
rately  fick.   Er  ifillratus,  an  eminent  Greek  phyfician,  having 
the  care  of  him  in  his  fickncfs,  foon  found  out  what  the  dif- 
temper  was,  but  to  difcover  who  was  tlie  perfon  that  had 
kindled  this  flame  in  him,  was  the  difficulty  ;  for  the  finding 
of  this  out,  he  carefully  attended  his  patient,  when  vinted  by 
any  of  the  court  ladies,  and  obferving,  that  whenever  Strato- 
nice came  into  his  chamber,  great  alterations  were  made  in  his 
pulfe,  in  his  countenance,  in  his  behaviour,  and  in  every  thing 
elfe  about   him  which  the  paffion  of  love  could  reach  ;  and 
that  nothing  of   this  happened,  when  any  othet  lady  came 
to  make  him  a  vifit,  he  hereby  fully  difcovered  that  Strato- 
nice was   the   fole  objed   of  that  violent  love,   which  cau- 
Vol.  III.  B  kd 

*  Piut.  in  Demetrio.     Appian.  in  Syriacis.    Valerlu*  Maximus,  lib.  5, 
c.  7.    Lucianus  de  Dea  Syria.    Juliauus  in  Lifopogone, 
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fed  his  ficknefs  ;  and  finding  that  nothing  elfe  could  cure  him 
of  it,  but  the  enjoyment  of  the  perlon  beloved,  for  the  bring- 
ing of  this  about,  he  thus  craftily  managed  the  matter:  The 
next  time  that  Seleucus  inquired  of  him  about  his  fon's  ficknefsj, 
he  told  him,  that  his  difeafe  was  love,  and  that  he  muft  neceffa- 
rily  die  of  it,  becaufe  he  could  not  have  the  perfon  he  lovedo, 
and  he  could  not  live  without  her.  Seleucus  being  furprifed 
at  this  account,  alked,  why  he  could  not  have  the  perlon  he 
loved  J  becaufe,  faith  the  phydcian,  he  is  in  love  with  my  wife, 
and  I  cannot  part  with  her.  How  I  not  part  with  her,  re- 
plied Seleucus,  to  fave  my  beloved  fon's  life,  how  then  can  you 
pretend  to  be  my  friend  ?  Sir,  faid  the  phyfician,  pray,  make 
it  your  own  cafe,  would  you,  I  pray,  part  with  your  wife  Stra- 
tonice  for  the  fake  of  Antlochus  ?  And  if  you,  who  are  his 
moft  tender  father,  will  not  do  it  for  a  moil  beloved  fon,  how  can 
you  exped  it  from  any  other  ?  Oh,  replied  Seleucus,  would 
to  God  the  fafety  of  my  fon  were  put  upon  this  ifTue,  I  would 
then  gladly  part  with  Stratonice,  or  any  thing  elfe,  to  effe6t 
his  recovery.  Why,  then,  faid  Erafiftratus,  you  are  the  on« 
ly  phyfician  that  can  cure  him,  for  it  is  the  love  of  Stratonice 
that  hath  cad  him  into  this  difeafe,  which  he  languifheth  with^ 
and  nothing  can  reftore  him  but  the  giving  of  her  to  him  to 
wife.  Hereon  Seleucus  having  eafily  enough  prevailed  with 
Stratonice  to  accept  of  a  young  prince  for  her  hufband  inftead 
of  an  old  king,  fhe  was  given  to  him  to  wife,  after  fhe  had 
born  children  to  his  father,  and  they  being  thereon  crowned 
king  and  queen  of  Upper  Afia,  were  fent  thither  to  govern 
thofe  provinces,  and  there  they  were  all  the  time  that  De- 
metrius was  in  his  confinement  in  Syria.  And  from  this 
abominable  inceftuous  marriage  (the  like  whereof  was  hot 
heard  of  among  the  Gentiles  »  in  St  Paul's  time)  fprung  all 
tliat  race  of  Syrian  kings,  who  fo  grievoufly  perfecuted,  vexed, 
and  oppreiTed  God's  people  in  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  as  will 
be  hereafter  related. 

Ptolemy  Soter  having  reigned  in  Egypt  20  years  from  the  time 

of  his  affumiiig  the  title  of  king,  and  3  9  from  the  death 
Holemy  °^  Alexander,  b  placed  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  one 
Soter  20.  °^  ^^^  ^"°"s  which  he  had  by  Berenice,  en  the  throne, 

and  made  him  king  in  copartnerihipwith  him.  Pie  had 
feveral  fons  by  ctlicr  wives,  one  of  which  was  Ptolemy,  furnamed 
Ceraunus,  or  the  Thunderer,  who  being  born  to  him  by  Euri- 
dice,  the  daughter  of  Antipater,  and  the  elder  of  the  two,  expelled 
the  crown  after  his  father,  as  due  to  him  before  the  other  by  vir- 
tue of  his  birth-right.  ButEereiuce,  who  came  firil  into  Egypt 

only 
*  I  Corinth,  v.  i. 
^  I'aufan.in  Atticis.  Juftin.  lib.  16.  c.  a.  Diog.  Laert.  in  Demet.  Phal. 
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only  as  companion  to  Eurydice,  when  fhefirft  married  Ptolemy^ 
having  alfo  become  his  wife,  and  ^  by  reafon  of  her  beauty  been 
exceedingly  beloved  by  him,  flie  gained  hereby  fuch  an  afcen- 
dant  over  him  above  all  his  other  wives,  that  Ihe  carried  it  for 
her  fon.  And  therefore  being  now  paft  eighty,  and  apprehend- 
ing the  day  of  his  death  not  to  be  far  off,  he  determined  to  put 
the  crown  upon  his  head,  while  he  yet  lived,  that  fo  there 
might  be  no  war  nor  contention  about  it  after  his  death. 
Whereon  ^  Ptolemy  Ceraunus,  not  bearing  this  preference  of 
his  younger  brother  before  him,  fled  firft  to  Lyfimachus, 
whofe  fon  Agathocles  went  to  Seleucus,  who  received  him 
with  great  kindnefs,  which  he  repaid  with  the  mofl  villa- 
nous  treachery,  as  will  be  hereafter  related. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the   reign   of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus 
(which  was  the  firft  year  of  the  one  hundred 
twenty   fourth  Olympiad)   was    *=  finiftied  the    ^"q"^^*^"^* 
great  tower  or  light-houfe  in  the  ifland  of  Pharus    phiiadelph.  i. 
over  againft  Alexandria,  commonly  called  the 
tower  of  Pharus,  which  hath  been  reckoned  among  the  feven 

wonders 

*  Vide  Theocriti  Idyllum  17. 

b  Appian.  in  Syriacis.   Memnonis  Excerpta  apud  Photium. 

c  Plin.  lib.  .^6.  c.  iz.  Strabo,  lib,  17.  p.  791.  Euftathii  Comment, 
in  Dionyfii  Periegefin.  Suidas  in  ^xpoc  Eufebii  Chronicon.  p.  660 
Stephanus  Byzantinus.  Geographic  Nubienfis.  Vetus  Scholiaftes  in 
Lucianum.  This  old  Greek  fcholiaft  is  at  the  end  of  Gracvius's  edi- 
tion of  Lucian's  works  publiftied  at  Amfterdam,  anno  1687.  That 
which  I  quote  it  for,  is  a  paiTige  taken  out  of  it  by  Nicholas  Lloyd  in 
his  Geographical  Lexicon,  where,  under  the  word  Pharus,  he  tells  us  in 
the  words  of  that  fcholiaft,  th^t  thi?  tower  was  mpaymvag  rxSxiog  twu 

TXeupxv  trt  TTOKV  th  aspog  avtp^uv  u(  ano  'p  opaBaci  (jLixluty  i.  e.  That  it  ''Juas  a 
fqudre  of  a  furlong  (i.  e.  600  feet)  on  e'very  fidcy  and  ofcended  upfo  high 
into  the  airy  th^'t  it  might  be  fen  ot  the  di/iance  of  an  hundred  miles. 
Though  this  determines  the  breadth  to  a  certain  meafure,  yet  it  doth  not 
the  height,  but  in  an  uncertain  manner.  But  this  defed  is  fupplied  by 
Eben  Adris,  an  Arabic  author,  in  his  book  called  by  the  Latin  tranflator 
Geographia  Nubienfis.  For  there  he  tells  us  (Clim.  3.  p^rt  3.)  that 
this  tower  or  light-houfe  of  Pharus  was  300  cubits  (i.  c.  450  feet) 
high.  But  both  thefe  accounts  are  very  improbable,  and  the  former  is 
contradifted  by  What  Jofephus  tells  us  of  it,  (De  Btl!o  'udHico,  lib  6. 
p.  914.)  for,  fpeaking  of  the  tower  of  Phafaelus  at  Jerufalem,  which  he 
defciibes  to  be  a  fquare  building  of  forty  cubits  (i.  e.  60  feet)  on  every 
fide,  and  ninety  cubits  (i.  e.  135  feet)  high,  faith  of  it,  that  it  was  like 
the  tower  of  Pharus  near  Alexandria  ;  t«  Tnpiox^  ^^  ^°y'  f/.ei^vv  «k,  i.  e.  But 
as  to  its  circumference  it  <was  much  larger.  And  Jofephus,  having  often 
feen  both  thefe  towers,  could  not  be  miftaken  herein.  Were  the  tower 
of  Pharus  of  the  breadth  of  600  feet  on  every  fide,  and  of  the  height  of 
450  feet,  it  would  within  30  feet  be  as  high  as  the  great  pyramid,  and 
Itand  upon  altocether  as  much  ground  in  a  diretfl  perpendicular  build- 
ing, as  that  doth  in  a  pyramidal ;  which  would  render  it,  beyond  all 
other  buildings  In  the  world,  very  prodigious ;  and  were  it  fo,  JofephusS 
couid  not  have  faid  in  reference  to  it  the  words  above  recited.  But 
againft  Jofephus  as  to  this  m-^tter  it  may  be  objeded,  that  if  the  tower. 
B»  or 
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wonders  of  the  world.  It  was  a  large  four-fquare  pile  of  build- 
ing, all  built  of  white  marble,  and  had  always  fires  maintain- 
ed on  tl^.e  top  of  it  for  the  direction  of  feamen.  It  coft  in  the 
building  eight  hundred  talents.  This,  if  computed  by  Attic 
talents,  amounts  to  one  liundred  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds  of 
our  fterling  money  j  but  if  by  Alexandrian  talents  it  will  come 
to  twice  as  much.  The  archite^l:,  who  built  it,  was  Softratus 
of  Cnidus,  who  craftily  endeavoured  to  ufurp  the  honour  of  it 
with  pofterity  to  himfelf  by  this  fraudulent  deviee.  The  in- 
fcription  ordered  to  be  i^t  on  it  being  \_King  Ptolemy  to  the 
Gods  the  Saviours  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  pafs  hy  fea\  in^ 
{lead  of  Ptolemy's  name,  he  craftily  engraved  his  own  in  the 
folid  marble,  and  then  filling  up  the  hollow  of  the  engraved 
letters  with  mortar,  wrote  upon  it  what  was  directed.  So  the 
infcription,  which  was  firft  read,  was  according  as  it  was  or- 
dered, and  truly  afcribed  the  w^ork  to  King  Ptolemy  its  pro- 
per founder  ;  but,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  mortar  being  worn 
off,  the  infcription  then  appeared  to  be  thus  ;  [Softratus  the 
Cnidian, /c/;?  o/'Dexiphanes,  to  the  Gods  the  Saviours  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  who  pafs  by  fea^  which  being  in  lafting  letters 
deeply  engraved  into  the  marble  ftones,  lafted  as  long  as  the 
tower  itfelf.  This  tower  hath  been  demoliftied  for  forae  ages 
paft.  There  is  now  in  its  place  *  a  caftle  called  Farillon,  where 
a  garrifon  is  kept  to  defend  the  harbour,  perchance  it  is  fome 
remainder  of  the  old  work.  Pharus  was  at  firft  wholly  an  ifland^ 
at  the  diftance  of  feven  furlongs  from  the  continent,  and  had  no 
other  paffage  to  it  but  by  fea.  But  it  ^  hath  many  ages  fince 
been  turned  from  an  iftand  into  a  peninfula,  by  being  joined  to 
the  land,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Tyrus  was,  by  a  bank  carried 
through  tiie  fea  to  it,  which  was  anciently  called  in  Greek  the 
Heptafiadium,  i.  e^  the  f even  furlong  hanh,  becaufc  feven  fur- 
longs was  the  lengtbof  it.  Tiiis  work  was  performed  by  Dexi- 
phanes,the  father  of  Softraius,  about  the  fame  time  that  Softra- 
tus finiftied  the  tower,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  more  difficult 
undertaking  of  the  two.  They,  being  both  very  famous  ar- 
chite6ls,  were  both  employed  by  Ptolemy  Soter  in  the  works 
w  hich  he  had  projected  for  the  beautify  ing, adorning  and  ftrength- 

ening 
of  Pharus  were  fo  much  lefs,  th.in  the  tnwer  of  Phafaelus  at  Jerufalem, 
howc^nrie  it  to  be  tver  reckoned  one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the 
world  ?  It  would  be  an  anfvver  to  this  objtdtion  if  we  could  fay  the 
words  of  Jofephus  as  above  rcited,  v/ere  to  be  referred  to  the  tower  of 
Pharus,  and  not  to  that  of  Phafaelus,  but  the  grammatical  conllrudion 
will  not  admit  it.  If  anyone  fhall  fay,  that  in  the  place  cited  ^tftvcj 
(/.  e.  leflcr)  {hould  be  re^d  inltead  of /c^«J«v  (i.  e.  larger),  I  fhould  readily 
agree  to  this  emend.ition,  could  it  be  jultified  from  any  authentic  copy. 

'  Thevenot's  Tnxvtlp,  part  i.  book  a.  chap.  i. 

b  Strabo,  lib.  17.  p.  792.  Plin.  lib.  5.  c.  31.  &  lib.  13.  c.  ir.  Cacfa- 
Tis  Comment,  de  Belle  Civili,  lib.  3.    Pomponius  Mela,  lib  a.  c  7. 
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ening  the  city  of  Alexandria  :  The  father  having  undertaken 
the  Heptajladium  at  the  fame  time  that  his  fon  did  the  tower, 
they  finifhed  both  the£e  works  at  the  fame  time,  that  is,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus.  Thofe  who 
attribute  the  making  of  the  Keptajiadium  to  Cleopatra  follow 
^  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  whofe  relation  concerning  it  cannot 
be  true:  for  it  contradifts  Csefar's  Commentaries,  and  many 
other  authors,  tliat  are  better  to  be  credited  in  this  matter. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  ^  died  Ptolemy  Soter,  king  of 
Egypt,  in  the  fecond  year  after  his  admitting  of  his  fon  to  fit 
on  his  throne  with  him,  being  at  the  time  of  his  death  '^  eighty- 
four  years  old-  He  was  the  wifelt  and  befl  of  his  race,  and 
left  an  example  of  prudence,  juftice,  and  cleiuency,  behind  him, 
which  none  of  his  fucceffors  cared  to  follow.  During  the 
forty  years  in  which  he  governed  Egypt,  from  the  death  of 
Alexander,  he  had  brought  that  country  into  a  very  flourifh- 
ing  condition,  which  adminiftering  great  plenty  to  his  fuccef- 
fors, this  adminiftered  to  as  great  luxury  in  them,  in  which 
they  exceeded  moft  that  lived  in  their  time. 

A  little  before  his  death,  this  very  fame  year,  was  brought 
out  of  Pontus  to  Alexandria  the  image  of  Serapis,  after  three 
years  fedulous  endeavour  made  for  the  obtaining  of  it ;  con- 
cerning which  we  are  told,  that,  ^  while  Ptolemy,  the  firft  of 
that  name  that  reigned  in  Egypt,  v^as  bnfying  himfelf  in  for- 
tifying Alexandria  with  its  walls,  and  adorning  it  with  temples 
and  other  public  buildings,  there  appeared  to  him  in  a  vifion 
•of  the  night  a  young  man  of  great  beauty  and  of  more  than  hu- 
man Ihape,  and  commanded  him  to  fend  to  Pontus  and  fetch 
from  thence  his  image  to  Alexandria,  promifmg  him,  that  his 
doing  this  iliould  make  that  city  famous  and  happy,  and  bring 
great  profperity  to  his  whole  kingdom,  and  then,  on  his  faying 
this,  afcended  up  into  heaven  in  a  bright  ilarne  of  fire  out  of  his 
fight.  Ptolemy,  being  much  troubled  hereat,  called  together 
the  Egyptian  priefls  to  advife  with  them  about  it  ;  but  they 
being  wholly  ignorant  of  Pontus,  and  all  other  foreign  coun- 
tries, could  give  him  no  anfwer  concerning  this  matter  ;  where- 
on, confulting  one  Timotheus  an  Athenian,  then  at  Alexan- 
dria, he  learnt  from  him,  that  in  Pontus  there  was  a  city  called 
Sinope,  not  far  from  which  was  a  temple  of  Jupiter,  which  had 
his  image  in  it,  with  another  image  of  a  woman  (tanding  nigh 
him,  that  was  taken  to  be  Proferpina.  lint,  after  a  while, 
other  matters  putting  this  out  of  Ptolemy's  head,  fo  that  he 

B  3  •  thought 

*  Lib.  la.  cap.  i6.  d  Tacitus  Hiltor.  lib.  4  cap.  83.  84, 

^  Paufanias  in  Attic's.  Eu-  Plutarchns  de  Ifide  &  Oiiride.  Clemens 

ffbii  Chronicon.  Altxandnnus  in  Protreptico. 
"  Xriidanua  in  Macrobiis, 
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thought  no  more  of  it,  the  vifion  appeared  to  him  again  in  a 
more  terrible  manner,  and  threatened  deftruftion  to  him  and 
his  kingdom,  if  his  commands  were  not  obeyed  j  with  which 
Ptolemy  being  much  terrified,  immediately  lent  away  ambaf- 
fadors  to  the  king  of  Sinope  to  obtain  the  image.  They  being 
ordered  in  their  way  to  confult  Apollo  at  Delphos,  were  com- 
manded by  him  to  bring  away  the  im^ge  of  his  father,  but  to 
leave  that  of  Iiis  lifter.  Whereon  they  proceeded  to  Sinope, 
there  to  execute  their  commiflion  in  the  manner  as  directed  by 
the  oracle.  But  neither  they  with  all  their  felicitations,  gifts, 
and  prefents,  ror  other  ambaffadors  that  were  fent  after  them 
with  greater  gifts,  could  obtain  what  they  were  fent  thither  for, 
till  this  laft  year.  But  then  the  people  of  Sinope,  being  grie- 
voufly  opprelfed  by  a  famine,  were  content,  on  Ptolemy's  relie- 
ving them  with  a  fleet  of  corn,  to  part  with  their  god  for  it, 
which  they  could  not  be  induced  to  do  before.  And  fo  the 
image  was  brought  to  Alexandria,  and  there  fet  up  in  one  of 
the  fuburbs  of  that  city  called  Rhacotis,  where  it  was  wor- 
Ihipped  by  the  name  of  Serapis  ;  and  this  new  god  had  in  that 
place,  a  while  after,  a  very  far..ous  temple  ere£ted  to  him,  called 
the  Serapeum :  and  this  was  the  firft  time,  that  this  deity  was 
either  worHiipped  or  known  in  Egypt ;  and  therefore  it  could 
not  be  the  patriarch  Jofeph,  that  was  worfhipped  by  this  name, 
as  fome  would  have  it.  For,  had  it  been  he  that  was  meant  here- 
by, this  piece  of  idolatry  muft  have  been  much  ancienter  among 
them,  and  muft  alfo  have  had  its  original  in  Egypt  itfelf,  and 
not  been  introduced  thither  from  a  foreign  country.  Some  of 
the  ancients  indeed  had  this  conceit,  as  *  Julius  Firmicus,  ^  Ruf- 
finus,  and  others  ;  but  all  the  reafon  they  give  for  it  is,  that 
Serapis  was  generally  reprefented  by  an  image  with  a  buftiel 
on  its  head,  which  they  think  denote  the  buftiel  wherewith  Jo* 
feph  nieafured  out  to  the  Egyptians  his  corn  i,n  the  time  of  the 
faminej  whereas  it  might  as  well  denoted  the  buftiel  with  which 
Ptolemy  meafured  out  to  the  people  of  Sinope  the  corn,  with 
which  he  purchafed  tliis  god  of  them  However  this  fame  opi- 
nion is  embrjiced  ^  by  feveral  learned  men  of  the  moderns, 
and  for  the  fupport  of  it  againft  what  is  objeiled  from  the 
late  reception  of  Serapis  among  the  Egyptian  deities,  they  will 
have  Serapis  to  have  been  an  ancient  Egyptian  god,  and  the 
fame  with  their  Apis,  and  that  Serapis  was  no  other  than  Apis 
fv  Xo'^6>,  that  is,  y^pis  in  his  coffin,  and  for  this  they  quote  ^  fome 

of 

*  In  Libro  de  Errore  Prophanarum        d  Nymphiodorns.  Clem.  A- 

lllelieionum.  lexa;2dr.  £ufeb.  Frasp.  Evang, 

t)  Hiftor.lib.  a.  c.  a.%  lib.  lo.  c  12.  Ruffin,  ibidem. 
^  Voflius,  Ouztlius,  Spcncerus  alii<|. 
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of  the  ancients.  Their  meaning  is,  that,  while  the  facred  bull, 
which  the  Egyptians  worfliipped  for  their  great  god,  was 
alive,  he  was  called  Apis,  and  that,  when  he  was  dead,  and 
faked  up  in  his  coffin,  and  buried,  he  was  called  Serapis,  that 
iG,  ^pis  in  Soro  (i.  e.  in  bis  cq^/i^,  from  whence,  they  fay, 
his  name  was  at  firft  Soroapis,  made  up  of  the  compofition  of 
thefe  two  words  Soros  and  Apis  put  together,  and  that,  by 
corruption  from  thence  it  came  to  be  Serapis.  But  what  is 
there,  that,  after  this  rate,  learned  men  may  not  tenter  any. 
thing  to?  Bui  the  worft  of  it  is,  the  ancient  Egyptians  did  not 
fpeak  Greek.  The  Ptolemys  firil  brought  that  language  among 
them ;  and  therefore,  had  Serapis  been  an  ancient  god  worlhip- 
ped  in  that  country  before  the  Ptolemys  reigned  there,  his 
name  could  not  have  had  a  Greek  etymology.  Much  more 
might  be  faid  to  fliew  the  vanity  of  this  conceit,  were  it  worth 
the  readers  while  to  be  troubled  with  it.  It  is  certain  Serapis 
was  not  originally  an  Egyptian  deity  anciently  worfliipped  in 
that  country  (as  he  muft  have  been,  had  it  been  Jofeph  that 
w^as  there  worfliipped  under  that  name),  but  was  an  adventi- 
tious god  brought  thither  from  abroad  about  the  time  which  we 
now  treat  of.  The  ancient  place  of  his  ftation,  ^  Polybius  tells 
us,  was  on  the  coail  of  the  Propontis,  on  the  Thracian  fide, 
over  againft  Hierus,  and  that  there  Jafon,  when  he  went  on 
the  Argonautic  expedition,  facrificed  unto  him.  From  thence, 
therefore,  the  people  of  Sinope  had  this  piece  of  idolatry,  and 
from  them  the  Egyptians,  in  the  manner  as  I  have  related;  and 
till  then  this  deity  was  wholly  unknown  among  them.  Had  it 
been  otherwife,  Herodotus,  who  is  fo  large  in  his  account  of 
the  Egyptian  gods,  could  not  have  efcaped  taking  notice  of 
him ;  but  he  makes  not  the  leaft  mention  of  him  as  worfliip- 
ped in  that  country,  neither  doth  any  other  author  that 
wrote  before  the  times  that  the  Ptolemys  reigned  in  Egypt. 
And,  when  his  image  was  firfl:  fet  up  in  Alexandria,  Nico- 
creon,  then  king  of  Cyprus,  as  having  never  heard  of  him  be- 
fore, ^  fent  to  know  what  god  he  was,  which  he  would  not 
have  done  had  he  been  a  deity  anciently  worfliipped  by  the 
Egyptians.  For  then  Nicocreon,  who  was  a  very  learned 
prince,  muft  neceiTarily  before  that  time  have  had  full  know- 
ledge of  him.  And  ^  Origen,  who  was  an  Egyptian,  fpeaks  of 
him  as  a  god  not  long  before  received  into  that  country.  And 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  as  he  was  a  new  god,  fo  he  brought 
in  with  him  among  the  Egyptians  a  new  way  of  worftiip.    For, 

B4  till 

..     *  Lib.  4.  p.  307- 

t>  Macrob.  Saturnal.  lib.  i.  c.  20* 
*^  Contrd  Ce'.fum,  lib.  5. 
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till  the  time  of  the  Ptolemys,  *  the  Egyptians  never  offered  any 
bloody  facrifices  to  their  gods,  but  worihipped  theai  only  with 
their  prayers  and  fraukincenfe.  But  the  tyranny  of  the  Pto- 
lemys having  forced  upon  them  the  woi-fhip  of  two  foreign 
g'<ds,  that  is,  Saturn  and  Serapis,  they  in  this  worfhip  firll 
brought  in  the  ufe  cf  bloody  facrifices  among  that  people. 
However,  they  continued  alw^ays  lo  averfe  hereto,  that  they 
would  never  fufFer  any  teniple  to  be  built  to  either  of  tliofe  gods 
■within  any  of  the  walls  of  their  cities ;  but,  wherever  they 
w^re  in  that  country,  they  were  always  built  without  therii 
in  their  fuburbs.  And  they  feem  only  to  have  been  the 
Egyptians  of  t';.e  Greek  original  who  conformed  hereto,  and 
no  thofe  of  the  old  race.  For  they  ftiU  retained  their  old 
ufage  in  all  tl  eir  old  temples,  and  could  never  be  induced  to 
off  r  tlie  blood  of  bcalts  in  any  of  them  ;  tor  this  was  always 
an  abomination  unto  them  from  the  beginning.  And  therefore, 
when  the  children  of  Ifrael  deiired  leave  of  Pharaoh  to  go  three 
days  journey  into  the  w^ilderi.efs,  to  offer  facrifice  unto  the 
Lord,  ^  they  gave  this  for  the  reafon  of  it,  that  their  religion 
obliging  them  to  oifer  to  their  God  the  bloody  facrifices  of 
iheep  and  oxen,  ^  and  other  living  creatures,  they  durft  not  do 

this 

*  Macrob.  Saturnal.  lib.  i.  c?.p.  7.  Verba  ejus  fant :  Nunquam  fas 
fuit  iEgyptiis  pecudibus  aut  fanguine,  fed  precibus  &  thure  folo  pla- 
care  deos.  This  was  true  of  the  ^nrie.it  Egyptians.  For,  amorg  the  an- 
cients, Porphyry  tells  us(De  Abftinentia,  lib.  2.  §  59.)  that  the  facrifice? 
with  which  they  worfhipped  their  gods  were  cakes  ax.d  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  ;  and  be  tells  us  in  the  f;ime  hook  (lib.  4.  §  15.)  of  the  Syrians,  who 
•were  next  neighbours  to  the  Egyptians,  and  agreed  in  many  things  with 
them,  that  they  offered  no  living  ere  tures  in  facrifice  to  their  gods.  But 
this  could  not  be  true  of  the  Egyptians  in  Herodotus's  time.  For  it  ap- 
pears from  him,  that  they  then  offered  fome  animals  in  facrifices  to  their 
gods,  but  thofe  were  very  few  ;  much  the  greattft  number  cfthtm  were 
excepted,  till  the  Ptolemys,  with  the  Grecian  gods,  brought  in  the  Gre- 
cian w^yof  worfhippmg  them  with  all  manner  of  facrifices ;  and  of 
this,  perchance,  m  .y  be  underftood  what  Marrobius  tells  us  of  this  mat- 
ter. Alexander  Sardus,  in  his  book  De  IVJoribus  et  Ritibus  Gentium 
(lib.  3.  cap.  15.)  hath  thefe  words  :  "  Dicebat  Pythagoras  fe  aliquando 
concilio  deorum  ii.tcrfu'fle,  et  didiciffe  eos  ^.•yptiorum  facrificia 
probare,  quae  hbatioribu:. conf^ant,  thure,  etiaucihus;  n(^n  placere  ani- 
mantium  coe  les  ;  qux  tamen  pollea  immolarui.t  JEgyptii,  ut  Soli  gal- 
lum,  cygnum,  t  iurum  ;  Veith  columbam  ;  et  fydcri  ;Us  qux  cum  fy- 
deribus  fimilitudinem  habcnt."  This  makes  fully  for  whit  1  havc  faid. 
Sardus  had  it  from  fome  ancient  authority,  hut  doth  not  name  his  author. 

b  Exod.  viii.  26   27. 

*'  The  chief  caufe  of  this  abomination  was,  thst  many  of  thofe  living 
creatures  which  the  Jews  offered  in  facrifice  were  w.irHi'pped  as  gods 
by  the  Egyptians,  and  therefore  were  never  flain  by  t.'iem,  nor  could 
thty  bear  the  flaying  of  them  by  others;  of  which  Diodorus  Siculus 
giyes  us  a  fufficient  iriltarcc  (lib.  i.  p.  75.  edit.  lianov.)  where  his  words 

are 


BOOK  I.  THE   OLD    AND    NEW   TESTAMENT.  I5 

this  in  the  fight  of  the  Egyptians,  left  they  (liould  ftone  them, 
becaufe  fuch  fort  of  facrifices  were  an  abomination  to  that 
people ;  and  therefore  they  defiied  that  they  might  go  to  the 
dillance  of  three  days  journey  from  them  to  perform  this  part 
of  their  worfhip  unto  their  God,  that,  being  thus  far  out  of 
their  light  and  obfervation,  they  might  give  them  no  offence, 
nor  provoke  them  by  it  to  any  mifciiief  againft  them. 

In  that  place,  in  the  fuburb  Rhacotis,  where  the  image  of 
Serapis,  which  Ptolemy  brought  from  Sinope,  was  fet  up, 
was  afterwards  built  a  very  famous  temple  to  that  idol,  call- 
ed the  Serapeum,  which,  *  Ammianus  Marcellinus  tells  us, 
did,  in  the  magnificence  and  ornaments  of  its  buildings,  ex- 
ceed all  other  edifices  in  the  world,  next  that  of  the  capitol 
at  Rome.  Within  the  verge  of  this  temple  there  was  alfo  ^ 
a  library,  which  v^^as  of  great  fatne  in  after-ages,  both  for 
the  number  and  value  of  the  books  it  was  repleniftied  with. 
Ptolemy  Soter  being  a  learned  prince,  as  appeared  by  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  life  of  Alexander,  written  by  him  (which  ^  was 
of  great  repute  among  the  ancients,  though  not  now  extant), 
out  of  the  affedlion  he  had  for  learning,  founded  at  Alexan- 
dria '^  a  mufeum  or  college  of  learned  men  for  the  improving 
of  philolopiiy,  and  all  other  knowledge,  like  that  of  the 
Royal  Society  at  London,  and  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris.  And,  for  this  ufe,  he  got  together  ^  a  library  of  books, 
which,  being  augmented  by  his  fucceffors,  grew  afterwards  to 

a 

are  2s  foUoweth  :  Such  a  fuperftition  towards  thofe  facred  anirrals  was 
ingci  er.ited  in  their  minds,  and  every  one  of  them  was  in  his  affedions 
fo  obftinately  bent  t  .  pay  honour  and  vtneration  to  them,  that,  at  a 
time  when  Ptolemy  'heir  king  was  not  yet  declared  a  friend  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  all  the  people  ftudied  to  court  and  pay  obfervance  to  all  that 
came  out  of  Italy,  out  o^  fenr  of  the  Romans,  that  they  might  not  give 
them  any  caufe  of  difpleafure,  or  realbn  for  war  againft  them,  a  Roman 
then  in  Egypt  happening  to  have  flain  a  cat,  the  multitude,  immediate- 
ly running  together,  befet  the  houfe  where  the  Roman  was,  and  neither 
the  nobles  fcnt  by  the  king  to  deprecate  their  rage,  nor  the  fear  of  the 
Romans,  could  withhold  them  from  puniihing  this  man  with  death, 
though  it  was  by  chance,  and  not  wilfully,  that  he  did  the  fa(fl.  Thus 
far  Diodorus.  But  Iheep  and  cows,  which  the  Jews  facrificed,  were  in 
an  higher  degree  facred  among  the  Egyptians  than  their  cats  ;  and  fcr 
this  reafon  ti.ey  could  not  have  born  the  Jewifh  facrifices  amor.g  them. 

*  Lib.  22.  Cap.  26  p.  343* 

t>  Marcelliuus,  ibid.  Epiphanius  de  Ponderibus  et  Menfuris.  Tcr- 
tullianus  in  Apologetic©,  cap.  18. 

^  Arrianus  in  Prsefatione  ad  Hiflorlam  de  Expeditione  Alexandri. 
Plutarchus  in  Alexandro.     QjCurtius,  lib.  9.  c.  8. 

d  Strabo,  lib.  17.  p.  79.1.  Plutarchus  in  libro  quo  probat  non  pofle  ju- 
cunde  vitam  agi  ex  EpicuriPrasceptis. 

^  Conftat  ex  Suida  Zenodo,  turn  Ephefiium  prsfuifle  Bibliothecs^ 
Alexandrine  fub  Ptokmsso  primo. 
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a  very  great  bulk.  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  the  fon  of  Soter,  left 
in  it,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  »  an  hundred  thoufand  volumes. 
Thofe  that  reigned  after  him  of  that  race  ftill  added  more  to 
them  ^,  till  at  length  they  amounted  to  the  number  of  fevea 
hundred  thoufand  volumes.  Their  method  in  the  coUedling  of 
them  was  thus  :  ^  They  feized  all  the  books  that  were  by  any 
Greek  or  other  foreigner  brought  into  Egypt,  and,  fending 
them  to  the  mufeum,  caufed  them  there  to  be  written  out  by 
thofe  of  that  fociety  whom  they  there  maintained,  and  then 
fent  the  tranfcripts  to  theow^ners,  and  kept  the  originals  to  lay 
up  in  the  library.  And  particularly  it  is  faid  of  Ptolemy  Eu- 
ergetes,  that,  having  thus  borrowed  of  the  Athenians  the 
works  of  Sophocles,  Euripides,  and  iEfchylus,  he  fent  them 
back  the  copies,  which  he  had  caufed  very  fairly  to  be  tranf- 
cribed,  and  retained  the  originals  for  his  library,  giving  them 
^  fifteen  talents  over  and  above  for  the  fame.  The  ^  mufeum 
being  placed  in  the  region  of  the  city  called  Bruchium,  near 
the  king's  palace,  there  the  library  was  at  firft  placed  alfo,  and 
had  great  refort  made  to  it:  but  afterwards,  when  it  was  filled 
with  books  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  thoufand  volumes, 
the  *^  other  library  within  the  Serapeum  was  ereded  byway  of 
fupplement  to  it,  and  it  was  therefore  called  ^  the  daughter  of 
the  former;  and  that  grew  up  to  have  three  hundred  thoufand 
\'olumes  placed  in  it:  and  thefe  two  put  together  made  up  the 
number  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  volumes  in  whole,  of  which 
the  royal  libraries  of  the  Ptolemean  kings  at  Alexandria  were 
faid  to  confift.  When  Julius  Caelar  waged  war  againfl  the 
Alexandrians,  ^  it  happened  that  the  library  in  Bruchium  was 
burnt,  and  *  the  four  hundred  thoufand  volumes  that  were  laid 
up  in  it  were  all  confumed.  But  that  in  the  Serapeum  ^  ftill 
remained,  and  there,  we  may  fuppofe,  it  was,  that  Cleopatra 
laid  up  the  two  hundred  thoufand  volumes  of  the  library  of 

Pergamus 

■  Enfeb.  in  Chronico,  p.  66.     Syncellus,  p.  171.     Ccdrenus. 

*>  Amm.  Marcellinus,  lib.  aa.  cap.  1 6.  A.  Gcllius,  lib.  6.  cap.  1 7.  Ifi- 
dor.  Orig.  lib.  6.  cap.  3. 

^  Gallenus  in  Comment,  a.  in  tertium  librum  Hippocratis,  de  Mori- 
btjfi  Vulgaribus. 

d  This  amounts  to  L.  3093,  15s.  of  our  Sterling  money. 

^  £piphanius  de  Ponderibus  et  Menluris.    Strabo,  lib.  17. 

f  Epiphan.  ibid.  TertuUian.  in  Apologetico,  cap.  18.  Cliryfoftomus 
contra  Judaeos,  lib.  r. 

?  Epiphan.  ibid. 

h  I'lutarchus  in  Julio  Crsfare.  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  lib.  2z.  c.  16. 
33ion  Caflius,  hb.  4z.  p.  aoz. 

j  Livius  p.pud  Stnecam  de  Tranquiliitate.    Orofius,  lib.  6.  cap.  15. 

^  TertuUian,  Chryfoltomus,  Epiphanius,  Orolius,  and  others  of  the- 
ancients,  fpeak  of  this  library  in  the  Serapeuni  as  ftill  remaining  in  their 
time. 
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Pergamus  which  *  Antony  gave  unto  her ;  with  which,  and 
other  books  there  repolited,  the  later  Alexandrian  library  being 
much  augmented,  foon  grew  up  to  be  larger,  and  of  more 
eminent  note,  than  the  former:  and  although  it  had  fometimes 
been  rifled  on  the  commotions  and  revolutions  that  happened 
in  the  Roman  empire  (as  ^  Orolius  particularly  complains  it 
had  been  in  his  time),  yet  it  was  as  often  repaired  and  reple- 
niflied  again  with  its  full  number  of  books,  and  continued  for 
many  ages  to  be  of  great  fame  and  ufe  in  thofe  parts,  till  at 
length  it  underwent  the  fame  fate  with  the  other,  and  was  alfo 
burnt  and  finally  deftroyed  by  the  Saracens,  on  their  making 
themfelves  mafters  of  that  city.  This  happened  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  642,  *^in  the  manner  as  followeth  :  Johannes  Gram- 
maticus,  the  famous  Ariftotelian  philofopher,  being  then  living 
at  Alexandria,  when  the  city  was  taken,  and  having  much  in- 
gratiated himfelf  with  Amrus  Ebnol,  the  general  of  the  Sa- 
racen army,  and,  by  reafon  of  his  great  learning,  made  himfelf 
acceptable  unto  him,  he  begged  of  him  the  royal  library  of 
Alexandria  :  to  this  Amrus  replied,  that  this  was  not  in  his 
power,  but  was  wholly  in  the  difpofal  of  the  caliph  or  em- 
peror of  the  Saracens;  but  he  promifed  that  he  would  fend  to 
him  his  requeft  ;  and  accordingly  he  wrote  to  Omar,  the  then 
caliph,  about  it.  His  anfwer  hereto  was,  That,  if  thofe  books 
contained  what  was  agreeing  with  the  Alcoran,  there  was  no 
need  of  them,  for  the  Alcoran  alone  was  fufficient  of  itfelf  for 
all  truth;  but  if  they  contained  what  was  difagreeing  with  the 
Alcoran,  they  were  not  to  be  endured :  and  therefore  he  or- 
dered, that,  whatfoever  the  contents  of  them  were,  they  fliould 
all  be  deftroyed:  whereon  being  diftributed  among  the  public 
baths,  they  ferved  as  fuel,  for  fix  months  time,  to  heat  all  the 
baths  of  Alexandria,  which  (hews  how  great  the  number  of 
them  was.  And  in  this  manner  was  that  ineftimable  treafure 
of  learning  wholly  deftroyed.  According  to  ^  Tertullian  and 
^  St  Chryfoftom,  the  Alexandrian  library,  in  which  the  Greek 
tranflation  of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures,  called  the  Septuagint,  was 
laid  up,  was  that  in  the  Serapeum;  but,  according  to  ^  Epipha- 
nius,  it  v/as  that  in  the  Bruchium,  and  they  were  only  the 
tranflations  of  Aquila,  Symmachus,  and  Theodotion,  that  were 
repofited  in  the  Serapeum.  The  mufeun),  which  ftood  in  Bru- 

chiurn^ 

^  Plutarchusin  Antonio. 

b  Orofius,  lib.  6.  cap.  15.    This  author  wrote  his  hiftory  about  the 
year  of  our  Lord  417. 

«  Abulpharagiusin  Hiftoria  Dynaftias  Nonas,  p.  114. 

^  To  Apologetico,  cap.  18. 

*  Contra  Judscos,  lib.  i. 

(  De  Ponderibus  et  Mcnfuris* 
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chium,  ftill  laded,  after  the  library  adjoining  to  it  had  been 
confutned,  till,  at  length,  that  whole  quarter  of  the  city  was 
deflroyed  in  a  war  which  they  had  with  Aurelian  the  Roman 
emperor.  For  *  Ammianus  Marcellinus  tells  us,  that,  till  then, 
it  had  been  for  a  long  time  tlie  habitation  of  excellent  men, 
meaning  the  fociety  of  thofe  learned  men  who  had  been  there 
maintained  for  the  advancement  of  human  knowledge.    Strabo, 
in  the  defcription  of  this  mufeum,  ^  tells  us,  that  it  was  a  large 
buildino;  adjoining  to  the  palace,  and  Handing  near  the  port ; 
that  it  was  furrounded  with  a  portico  or  piazza,  wherein  the 
philofophers  walked  and  converfed  together  ;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fociety,  which  were  there  admitted,  were  under  the 
government  of  a  prefident,  whofe  office  v.'as  of  that  confidera- 
tion  and  dignity ;   that,  during  the  reign  of  the  Ptolemys,  he 
was  always  appointed  by  thofe  kings,  and  afterwards  by  the 
Roman  emperors;  and  that  they  had  within  this  buildmg  a  com- 
mon hall,  where  they  did  eat  together,  being  there  plentifully 
provided  for  at  the  public  charge.    For  this  mufeum,  from  its 
firft.  erection,  had  been  endowed  with  large  revenues  for  this 
purpofe;  and  therefore  Timon  the  Phlialian,  who  was  contem- 
porary with  Ptolemy,  the  firft  founder  of  it,  '^called  it  rxXx^w, 
becaufe  there  the  philofophers  were  maintained  with  plenty  of 
food,  like  birds  (as  he  faid)  fatted  in  a  coop;  for  that  word  in 
Greek  fignified  a  veiTel  ufed  to  put  victuals  into.  However,  to 
this  mufeum  it  was  owing,  that  Alexandria,  for  a  great  many 
ages  together,  was  the  greateit  fchool  of  learning  in  all  thofe 
parts  of  the  world,  and  a  great  many  men  of  very  excellent  li- 
terature were  bred  in  it,  and,  particularly,  tlie  Chriftian  church 
received  out  of  it  fome  of  the  eminentell  of  its  doftors,  as  Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus,  Ammonius,Origen,  Anatolius,  Athanalius, 
and  others ;  for  all  thefe  had  their  education  in  that  city. 

Demetrius  the  Phalerean  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  prefi- 
<ient  of  this  mufeum.  For  the  library  being  apart  of  that  col- 
lege, and  inftituted  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  it,  it  is  moft  likely  that 
he  that  had  the  government  of  the  college  had  the  government 
of  the  library  alfo,  and  that  they  always  went  thus  both  toge- 
ther. And  therefore,  fince,  according  to  Arifteas,  Demetrius 
iiad  the  latter,  it  is  very  obvious  to  infer,  that  he  had  the  for- 
mer alfo.  But  if,  where  Arifteas  faith  this,  he  be  underftood  as 
if  he  meant  thereby,  that  Demetrius  was  made  the  king's  li- 
brary-keeper, to  look  after  and  take  care  of  the  books,  they 
who  argue  from  hence  againll  the  authority  of  that  author,  ar- 
gue right ;  for  that  was  too  mean  an  ofhce  for  fo  great  a  man: 

*  Lib.  22.  c.  i6.  p.  343» 
h  Lib.  17.  p.  79-5. 

*  Athenseus,  lib.  i.  p.  sx. 
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for  he  bad  been  prince  of  Athens,  and  governed  that  flate  with 
abfolute  authority  ten  years  together,  and  was  alfo  a  great  law- 
giver, and  a  great  philofopher,  and  in  thefe  refpefts  was  reputed 
one  of  the  eminenteft  men  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived.  The 
emperor  Antoninus  ^  ranks  hioi  with  the  greateil  princes  of 
that  age,  even  with  Philip  and  Alexander  the  Great.  And 
therefore  to  tend  the  king's  library  as  his  library-keeper,  and 
there  look  after  and  take  care  of  the  books  in  it,  v/as  an  office 
below  the  eminency  and  dignity  of  fuch  a  perfon.  Befides,  we 
find  another  in  it,  Zenodotus  of  Ephefus.  For  he,  ^  itis  faid,was 
library-keeper  to  Ptolemy  Soter,  and  alfo  to  Philadelphus  his 
fon,  and,  being  by  profefTion  a  grammarian,  he  was  the  moil 
proper  for  this  work,  fuch  being  ufually  employed  in  the  keep- 
ing and  looking  after  libraries.  However,  it  might  not  be  be- 
low Demetrius,  when  received  by  Ptolemy  among  his  friends 
and  counfellors,  to  affift  him  in  what  he  did  fo  much  fet  his 
heart  upon,  that  is,  the  fetting  up  of  his  mufeum,  and  the  li- 
brary belonging  to  it.  Demetrius  being  a  great  philofopher, 
and  as  eminent  for  his  learning  as  he  was  for  his  dignity  and 
other  great  qualifications,  it  is  moft  likely  it  was  he  that  did 
firft  put  Ptolemy  upon  both  thefe  projeds  ;  and  who  then 
could  be  more  proper  to  affifl  him  in  the  carrying  on  of  both, 
by  taking  upon  him  the  fuperintendency  and  dire6lion  of  the 
whole  matter?  That  he  firft  directed  Ptolemy  Soter  to  get  to- 
gether a  colleftion  of  books  relating  to  policy  and  government, 
is  well  attefted ;  for  ^  Plutarch  tells  us  fo  :  his  words  are  : 
**  Demetrius  Phalereus  perfuaded  KingPtolemy  to  get  together 
books  which  treated  of  the  government  of  kingdoms  and  ftates, 
and  read  them:  for  in  thofe  he  would  find  fuch  good  advice  as 
none  of  his  friends  would  dare  to  give  him.'*  And  when  the 
king,  upon  having  this  good  counfel  given  him,  and  approving 
thereof,  was  upon  the  purfuit  of  getting  all  fuch  books  toge- 
ther, it  is  eafy  to  fnppofe  this  might  lead  him  further,  to  the 
collection  of  all  other  fort  of  books  for  the  making  of  the  li- 
brary mentioned :  and  it  was  not  below  the  dignity  of  any  of 
his  counfellors  to  be  affilling  to  him  herein  :  and  to  be  one  of 
his  prime  counfellors  was  the  higheft  ftation  that  Demetrius 
could  be  in  about  him  ;  and  in  this  ftation  we  are  told  he  was. 
And  this,  we  acknowledge,  muft  have  put  him  above  the  me- 
chanical employment  and  fervile  attendance  of  keeping  and 
looking  after  a  library,  but  not  above  that  of  having  the  fu- 
permtendency  and  chief  dire6lion  over  it.  For  V7e  find  at  Rome 
one  of  the  prime  cardinals  always  in  this  office,  as  to  the  pope's 

library.-. 

a  Lib.  ix.  c.  29.  de'fcipfo. 

b  Suidas  in  ZsvoSotc;, 

'^  Apothegm.  Kegum, 
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library.  And  lately  in  France,  the  archbifliop  of  Rheims,who 
is  by  his  place  primate  of  the  Gallican  church,  and  firft  peer 
of  the  whole  realm,  thought  it  an  honour  to  be  in  the  fame 
office,  as  to  the  king's  library.  That,  therefore,  which  we  may 
fuppofe  in  this  cafe,  and  which  1  think  was  the  truth  of  the 
matter,  is,  that  Demetrius  being  a  great  fcholar,  as  well  as  a 
great  ftatefman  and  politician,  did,  on  his  coming  to  Ptolemy, 
put  him  upon  the  founding  of  the  mufeum  at  Alexandria,  for 
the  advancement  of  learning,  and  the  ere6ling  of  his  great  li- 
brary there  for  the  ufe  of  it,  and  that,  on  his  prevailing  with 
the  king  to  hearken  to  thefe  two  proje£ls  of  his  propofal,  he 
undertook  the  charge  of  carrying  oa  both  of  them  under 
him.  How  this  great  man  came  to  Ptolemy  hath  been  above 
related  in  the  former  part  of  this  hiftory.  After  ^  he  had  been 
driven  out  of  Athens  by  the  prevailing  power  of  Demetrius^ 
the  fon  of  Antigonus,  he  retired  to  Caflandcr  his  friend,  and 
lived  under  his  protedion  till  his  death ;  but  after  that,  fear- 
ing the  brutal  ferity  of  Antipater  his  fon,  who  had  murdered 
his j^  own  mother,  he  withdrew  into  Egypt,  ^  where  he  was 
received  with  great  favour  and  honour  by  King  Ptolemy  So- 
ter,  and  became  his  chief  counfellor,  whom  he  advifed  with 
above  all  others  concerning  his  mod  important  affairs,  as  efpe- 
cially  he  did  in  the  matter  of  fettling  the  fucceffion  of  his 
crown.  For  he  had  fons  by  two  wives,  who  were  then  both 
alive,  Eurydice,  the  daughter  of  Antipater,  and  Berenice,  an 
inferior  Macedonian  lady,  who  came  into  Egypt  in  the  retinue 
of  Eurydice,  but  having  gotten  to  be  his  wife  alfo,  and,  by 
reafon  of  her  beauty,  gained  the  firft  place  in  his  afFedion, 
and  the  greateft  afcendant  over  him,  Ihe  prevailed  with  him  to 
difinherit  the  fons  of  Eurydice,  v;ho  were  the  firft  born,  and 
place  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Philadelphus  her  fon,  as  hath 
been  already  faid.  Demetrius,  on  Ptolemy's  propofing  this  to 
him  for  his  advice,  <=  earnedly  difluaded  him  from  it,  being 
moved  hereto,  not  only  by  what  he  thought  was  in  jufticedue 
to  the  children  of  Eurydice  by  reafonof  their  birth-right,  but 
alfo  by  the  aftedion  which  he  bore  to  them,  for  the  fake  of 
Caflander,  his  deceafed  friend,  whofe  fifter  Eurydice  was. 
This  exceedingly  provoked  Berenice,  and  her  fon  Ptolemy 
Philadelphus,  againft  him  ;  and  therefore,  when  he  came  to 
be  king,  although  he  exprefled  not  his  difpleafure  againft 
him    as    long    as    his  father   lived,    yet    he  was  no  fooner 

dead, 

*  Diogenes  Laertius  in  Demetrio.  Plutarchus  in  Demetrio  Polior- 
ccte. 

b  Diogenes  Laertius  ibid.  Cicero  de  Finibus,  lib.  5.  Strabo,  lib.  9, 
p.  198.    ^li^n.  Hiftor.  Vnr.  lib.  3.  c.  i;. 

'  Diogt-nes  Laertius  in  Demetrio. 


BOOK  I.  THE  OLD   AND  NEW  TESTAMENT.  21 

dead,  but  he  let  loofe  all  his  wrath  againft  him,  for  the  111  offices 
he  knew  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  him  in  rei'peft  of  the  fuc- 
ceflion.  And  therefore,  having  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody,  he  fent  him  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  a  remote  fortrefs  of 
his  kingdom,  there  to  be  kept  in  prifon,  till  he  fhould  determine 
what  further  to  do  with  him.  But  in  the  interim  beinj^  bitten 
by  an  afp,  while  he  flept  in  his  prifon,  he  there  *  died  of  it  : 
and  fo  ended  the  life  of  this  great  man.  But  this  did  not  put 
an  end  to  thofe  laudable  dcfigns,  which  he  had  put  Ptolemy  So- 
ter  upon,  either  as  to  the  mufeum  or  the  library.  For  King 
Ptolemy  Philadelphus  carried  on  both  of  them,  efpecially  that 
of  the  library,  which  he  very  much  augmented.  And  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  after  him  continued  to  do  the  fame,  till  it  at  length 
grew  up  to  the  bulk  1  have  mentioned. 

After  the  death  of  Ptolemy,  two  of  Alexander's  captains  Hill 
furvived,  Lyfimachus  and  Seleucus.  But  they 
in  their  old  age  (being  each  of  them  about  eighty)  p"\'°  *^2» 
making  war  upon  each  other,  opened  thereby  a  p^iJadeph  2 
way  to  both  their  defl;ru6lions.  The  occafion  of 
it  was  thus :  ^  After  Lyfimachus  had  married  his  fon  Agatho- 
cles,  to  Lyfandra,  one  of  Ptolemy's  daughters,  he  took  ano- 
ther of  them  called  Arfinoe  to  wife  to  himfelf,  and  had  feveral 
children  by  her.  Hereon  great  emulation  happened  between 
the  two  fillers,  each  Jftriving  to  fecure  the  bell  intereil  they 
could  for  themfelves  and  families,  againfl  the  death  of  Lyfima- 
chus, whenever  that  ftiould  happen  ;  and  they  being  fillers  by 
different  mothers  (for  Lyfandra  was  born  of  Eurydice,  and 
Arfinoe  of  Berenice),  this  conduced  to  heighten  the  contention 
that  was  between  them.  On  the  coming  of  Ptolemy  Ceraunus 
to  the  court  of  Lyfimachus,  who  v/as  brother  to  Lyfandra  by 
both  parents,  Arfinoe  feared  his  conjun6lion  with  Agathocles 
and  Lyfandra  might  make  them  too  llrong  for  her,  and  enable 
them  to  dellroy  hers  and  her  childrens  intereil  on  the  death  of 
Lyfimachus,  and  therefore  to  prevent  this,  fhe  plotted  the  death 
of  Agathocles,  and  effeded  it.  For  having  infufed  jealoufies 
into  the  head  of  the  old  king  her  huiband,  as  if  Agathocles 
were  laying  plots  againft  his  life  and  crown,  Ihe  induced  him 
by  thefe  falfe  accufations  to  caft  him  into  prifon,  and  there 
put  him  to  death.  Hereon  Lyfandra  with  her  children,  and 
Ptolemy  Ceraunus  her  brother,  fied  to  Seleucus,  and  excited 
him  to  make  war  againft  Lyfimachus,  and  many  of  Lyfima- 
chus's  captains  and  chief  followers  did  the  fame.  For  revolt- 
ing from  him  out  of  the  abhorrence  they  had  of  him  for  the 

death 

'  Cicero  in  Oratione  pro  C.  Rabirio. 

^  Juilin.  lib.  17.  Appianus  in  Syriacis.  Paufaniasin  Atticis. 
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death  cf  his  fon,  and  other  cruelties,  which  he  had  committed 
upon  it,  they  went  over  to  Seleucus,  and  joined  with  Lyfan- 
dra,  for  the  perfuading  of  Seleucus  to  this  war;  and  they  the 
ealier  prevailed  lierein,  becaufe  on  other  accounts  he  was  then 
of  himfelf  inclined  to  it. 

And  therefore   Seleucus,   having   prepared   a   great  army, 

marched  with  it  out  of  the  Eaft  into  Lefler  Alia, 
Anno  a8z.  ^^^  having  there  brought  all  under  him,  that 

PhUadelph  ^      belonged  to  Lyfimachus  as  far  as  Sardis,  he  laid 

liege  to  that  city,  ^  and,  having  taken  it,  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  treafure  of  Lyfimachus,  that  v/as  laid 
up  in  that  place. 

Lyfimachus,  on  his  having  an  account  of  this  invafion,  made 

ready  an  army  to  repel  it,  and,  ^  pafling  over  the 
Anno  281.  Hellefpont,  came  to  a  battle  with  Seleucus  at  a 
PhUadelph.  4.    P^^^^  called  Corupedion  in  Phrygia,  in  which 

he  was  vanquiihed  and  flain  ;  whereby  Seleucus 
became  mafter  of  all  his  dominions.  But  that  which  moll 
pleafed  him  was,  that  he  was  now  the  furvivor  of  all  Alexan- 
der's captains,  and  had  made  himfelf  by  this  victory  the  con- 
queror of  the  conquerors,  and  in  this  he  much  vaunted  himfelf; 
and  upon  this  account  may  he  feem  to  have  acquired  the  bed 
title  to  the  name  of  Nicator  (/.  e.  the  conqueror),  though  he 
had  affumed  it  before,  and  is  commonly  called  fo  by  hiftorians, 
to  dillinguifti  him  from  others  of  the  fame  name  who  after- 
wards reigned  in  Syria. 

But  this  triumph  of  his  did  not  laft  long,  for  within  feven 

months  after,  <^  as  he  was  marching  into  Mace« 
Anno  280.  donia  to  take  pofTeffion  of  that  kingdom,  where 

PhUadelph.  c.    ^^  purpofed  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he 

was  in  the  march  treacheroufly  flain  by  Ptolemy 
Ceraunus,  whom  he  had  received  with  great  kindnefs  into  his 
court  on  his  flight  thither,  and  there  maintained  him  in  a  prince- 
ly manner,  and  carried  him  with  him  in  this  expedition,  with 
purpofe,  on  having  finiflied  it  with  fuccefs,  to  have  employed 
Iiis  forces  for  the  reftoring  of  him  to  his  father's  kingdom. 
But  this  wicked  traitor,  having  no  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  thefe 
favours,  confpired  againfl:  his  benefactor,  and  bafely  murdered 
him.  The  manner  of  it  is  thus  told.  Seleucus  having  p-^  11*- 
ed  the  Hellefpont  in  his  way  to  Macedonia,  as  he  marched 
on  from  thence  towards  Lyfimachia  (a  city  which  Lyfimachus 

had 
a  Polycenus,  lib.  4.  c.  9-  §  4- 

b  Juftin.  lib.  17.  c.  i,  Appi.nn.  in  Syriacis.  Memnonis  Excerpta  ?pud 
Fbotium,  c.  9.  Pauf.inius  in  Attlcis.  Orolius,  lib.  3.C.  2.3. 

^  JiTrtin.  lib.  17.  c.  t.  Appian.  in  Syriacis.  Memnonis  kxccrpta  apud 
Fhctium.  c.  ti.  Paufanias  in  Atticis. 
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had  built  near  the  Ifthmus  of  the  Thraclan  Cherfonefus)  he 
Hopped  at  a  place,  where  he  obferved  an  old  altar  had  been 
eredted,  and  being  told  that  it  was  called  Argos,  this  made 
him  verj  inquifitive  about  it.  For  he  had  been  warned,  it 
feems,  by  an  oracle  to  have  a  care  of  Argos,  which  he  under- 
Hood  of  the  city  of  Argos  in  Peloponnefus.  But  while  he  was 
alking  feveral  queillons  about  it,  and  how  it  came  to  be  called 
by  that  name,  the  traitor  came  behind  him,  and  thruft  him 
through,  and  then  getting  the  army  to  declare  for  him,  feized 
the  kingdom  of  Macedon,  Thofe  who  were  the  foldiers  and 
friends  of  Lyiimachus,  looking  on  him  as  a  revenger  of  his 
death,  on  this  account  at  firft  had  a  kind  liking  unto  him,  and 
lluck  by  him ;  but  he  foon  gave  reafon  to  make  them  other- 
w^fe  afFcfted  to  him.  For  his  lifter  Ariinoe,  with  her  children 
Hill  furviving,  *  he  thought  himfelf  not  fafe  in  the  polTeffioa 
of  Lyfimachus*s  dominions,  as  long  as  any  of  his  children  re- 
mained alive,  and  therefore,  pretending  to  take  Ariinoe  to  be 
his  wife,  and  to  adopt  her  two  fons  which  fhe  had  by  Lliy- 
machus,  and  having  by  this  means  gotten  them  into  his  power, 
he  murdered  them  both  on  the  very  feaft  of  the  nuptials,  and 
after  that,  having  dripped  Arfinoe  of  all  that  fhe  had,  he  fent 
her  to  Samothracia  into  banilliment,  with  two  maids  only  to 
wait  upon  her.  But  Providence  did  not  fufFer  all  thofe  wicked- 
nefles  to  go  long  unpuniflied. 

For  the  next  year  after,  ^  Ptolemy  waging  war  againfl  the 
Gauls,  who  had  invaded  Macedonia,  he  was  taken 
prifoner  in  the  battle,  and  afterwards  on  being    Anno  a79. 
1  .         u     ^u         •        '  u-  u  Ptolemy 

known  was  torn  by  them  m  pieces,  which  was  a.  phiia^j^iph  5 

death  he  fufficiently  deferved.  For  what  is  above 
related  of  him  fully  fhews  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  moll 
perfidious  and  wicked  temper  of  mind,  and  the  knowledge 
which  his  father  had  of  this,  no  doubt,  was  that  which  raoft 
prevailed  with  him  to  exclude  him  from  the  fuccelTion  of  his 
crown,  and  fettle  it  on  his  younger  brother.  After  his  death, 
Ariinoe  retired  into  Egypt  to  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  her  bro- 
ther, who  falling  in  love  with  her,  after  ^  he  had  divorced  ano- 
ther Ariinoe,  "^  the  daughter  of  Lyiimachus,  whom  he  had 
married  immediately  on  his  firft  accelTion  to  the  throne,  took 
this  lifter  of  his  to  be  his  wife,  according  to  the  corrupt  ufage 
of  the  Perlians  and  Egyptians,  who,  from  the  time  of  Cambyfes, 
had  thefe  inceftuous  marriages  in  praftife  among  them,   and 
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we  have  frequent  inftances  of  it  air.ong  the  Ptolemean  kings, 
as  well  as  among  thofe  that  fucceeded  Cyrus  in  the  kingdom 
of  Perfia.  How  Cambyfes  firft  gave  the  ill  example  for  it,  hath 
been  afore-related  in  the  former  part  of  this  hiftory.  The 
reafon  why  Ptolemy  divorced  Arfmoe  his  firft  wife,  was,  he 
had  convicted  her  of  being  in  a  plot  againft  his  life.  For,  on 
the  coming  of  Arfinoe  the  filler  to  him,  Arfinoe  the  wife  find- 
ing that  he  was  fallen  in  love  with  her,  and  that  fhe  was  there- 
on neglefled,  out  of  a  furious  jealoufy  and  paflion  of  revenge 
together,  flie  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  Chryfippus  her 
phylician  and  others  to  cut  him  off.  But  thetreafon  being  dif- 
covered,  fhe  was  thereon  fent  into  the  Upper  Egypt  as  far  as 
the  confines  of  Ethiopia,  there  to  end  her  days  in  banifhment, 
after  fhe  had  brought  him  two  fons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldefl 
of  which  was  that  Ptolemy,  who,  by  the  name  Euergetes,  fuc- 
ceeded him  in  the  throne.  And  after  this  removal  of  her  was 
it,  that  Ptolemy  took  the  other  Arfinoe,  his  fifter,  to  be  his  wife 
in  her  itead.  And  although  fhe  was  now  paft  child-bearing, 
yet  fhe  had  fuch  charms  to  engage  his  afFe61:ions,  that  he  never 
took  any  other  wife  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  when  fhe  died  did 
not  long  furvive  her.  In  the  epiflle  which,  according  to  Arif- 
teas,  Eleazar  the  high  prieit  of  the  Jews  wrote  to  him,  fhe  is 
named  as  his  queen  and  his  fifter. 

On  the  death  of  Seleucus,  ^  Antiochus,  furnamed  Soter,  his 
fon  by  Apama,  the  daughter  of  Artabazus,  aPerfian  lady,  fuc- 
ceeded him  in  the  empire  of  Afia,  and  reigned  over  it  nineteen 
years.  As  foonas  he  had  heard  of  his  father's  death,  and  fecured 
himfelf  of  his  dominions  in  the  Eaft,  where  he  then  was,  he  ^ 
fent  Patrocles,  one  of  his  generals,  with  an  army  over  Mount 
Taurus  into  LeiTer  Afia,  to  take  care  of  his  affairs  in  thofe  parts. 
On  his  firft  arrival  he  marched  againft  the  Heracleans,  a  colony 
of  the  Greeks  lying  on  the  Euxine  fea,in  the  country  of  Pontus, 
and  then  a  potent  ftate.  But  matters  between  them  being  made 
up  by  a  treaty,  he  turned  all  his  force  againft  the  Bithynians, 
and  invaded  that  country ;  but  being  drawn  into  a  fnare  by  a 
ftratagem  of  the  enemies,  he  and  his  whole  army  were  there  all 
cut  oflT  to  a  man.  '^  Zipsetes  was  then  king  of  Bithynia,  an 
aged  prince  that  had  reigned  there  forty-eight  years,  and  was 
then  ieveiity-fix  years  old,  who  being  overborne  with  the  joy  of 
this  vidory,  foon  after  died,  leaving  behind  him  four  fons,  the 
eldeft  of  which  was  Nicomedes,  who  fucceeding  him  in  the 
kingdom,  to  fecure  himfelf  the  better  in  it,  forthwith  caufed 
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two  of  his  brothers  to  be  cut  off;  but  ^  the  youngeft,  called 
alfo  Zipsetfs  from  his  father's  name,  efcapiiig  his  power,  feized 
on  feme  part  of  his  father's  dominions,  and  there  maintained 
a  long  war  with  his  brother.  From  this  Nicomedes  were  de- 
fcended  the  Bithynian  kings,  of  whom  we  find  fo  frequent  men- 
tion in  the  Roman  hiftones.  At  the  ^  fame  time  that  he  had 
war  w4th  his  brother,  being  threatened  with  another  from  An- 
tiochus,  who  was  preparing  a  great  army,  to  be  revenged  of 
him  for  the  death  of  Patrocles,  and  the  lofs  of  his  army  with 
him,  he  called  in  the  Gauls  to  his  afliftance,  and  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  it  that  the  Gauls  firft  palTed  into  Lefler  Afia.  The 
whole  hiftory  of  this  expedition  of  thofe  barbarous  people  in- 
to thofe  parts  is  thus  relited. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  it  being  Tas  ^  Polybius  tells 
us)  the  next  year  after  Pyrrhus's  firft  paffing  into  Italy,  ^  the 
Gauls  being  overftocked  at  home,  fent  out  a  vaft  number  of 
their  people  to  feek  for  new  habitations.  Thefe  dividing  them- 
felves  into  three  companies,  took  three  feveral  ways.  The  firft 
company,  under  the  command  of  Brennus  and  Acichorius, 
inarched  into  Pannonia,  the  country  now  called  Hungary.  The 
fecond,  under  the  command  of  Cerethrius,  went  into  Thrace, 
and  the  third,  under  the  command  of  Bel^ius,  invaded  Illyriunx 
and  Macedonia ;  and  by  thefe  laft  was  it  that  Ptolemy  Cerau- 
nus  was  (lain.  But,  after  this  victory,  they  having  difperfed 
themfelves  to  plunder  the  country,  Sollhenes,  a  Macedonian, 
getting  forces  together,  took  tlie  advantage  of  this  diforder  to 
fall  upon  them,  and,  having  cut  off  great  nua)bers  of  them, 
forced  the  reft  to  retreat  out  of  the  country ;  whereon  Brennus 
and  his  company  came  into  Macedonia  in  their  ftead.  This  Bren- 
nus (being  of  the  fame  name  with  him,  that,  fome  ages  before 
facked  Rome)  was  the  chief  author  of  this  expeditionj  and 
therefore  was  one  of  the  prime  leaders  in  it.  On  his  heariogof 
the  firft  fuccefi  of  Belgius,  and  the  great  prey  which  he  had  got 
by  it,  he  envied  him  the  plunder  of  fo  rich  a  country,  and  there- 
fore refolved  to  hallcn  thither,  to  take  a  part  in  itj  which  refo- 

C  2  lution. 
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lution,  after  his  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Belgius,  he  was  much 
more  eagerly  excited  to,  out  of  a  defire  of  being  revenged  for  it. 
What  became  of  Belgius  and  his  company  is  not  faid,  there 
being  after  this  no  more  mention  made  of  either.  It  is  moft 
likely  he  was  flain  in  the  overthrow  given  him  by  Softhenes, 
and  that  his  company  after  that  joined  themfelves  to  thofe 
that  followed  Brennus.  But  however  thrs  matter  was,  Bren- 
nus  and  Acichorius,  leaving  Pannonia,  marched  with  150,000 
foot,  and  15,000  horfe,  into  Illyrium,  in  order  to  pafs  from 
thence  into  Macedonia  and  Greece,  But  there  a  fedition  hap- 
pening in  the  army,  20,000  of  their  men  deferted  from  them, 
and,  under  the  command  of  Leonorius  and  Lutarius,  two 
prime  leaders  in  this  expedition,  marched  into  Thrace,  and 
there  joining  thofe  whom  Cerethrius  had  led  there  before, 
feized  on  Byzantium  and  the  weflern  coafts  of  the  PropontiS;^ 
and  there  made  all  the  adjacent  parts  tributary  to  them. 
However,  Brennus  and  Acichorius  were  not  difcouraged  by 

this  defertion,  from  proceeding  in  their  intended 
Anno  178.  expedition,  but  having,  by  new  recruits  raifed 
PhUadelph.  7.  ^"^ong  the  lllyrians,  as  well  as  by  others  fent 

them  from  Gallia,  made  up  their  army  to  the 
number  of  152,000  foot,  and  6r,20c  horfe,  marched  directly 
with  them  into  Macedonia,  and  having  there  overborne  Soft- 
henes  with  their  great  numbers,  and  ravaged  the  whole  coun- 
try, paffed  on  to  the  ftraits  of  Thermopylae,  to  enter  through 
them  into  Greece.  But,  on  their  coming  thither,  they  were  flop- 
ped for  fome  time  by  the  forces  which  they  found  the  Grecians 
had  pofted  there  for  the  guard  and  defence  of  that  pafs,  till  they 
were  fhewn  the  fame  way  over  the  mountains  by  which  the 
forces  of  Xerxes  had  paflcd  before ;  whereon  the  guards  retiring  to 
avoid  being  furrounded,  Brennus  marched  on  with  the  grofs  of 
the  army  towards  Delphos,  to  plunder  the  temple  in  that  city, 
of  the  vaft  riches  which  were  there  laid  up,  ordering  Acicho- 
rius to  follow  after  with  the  remainder.  But  he  there  met  with 
a  wonderful  defeat.  For,  on  his  approaching  the  place,  there  hap- 
pened a  terrible  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  hail,  which  de- 
It  royed  great  numbers  of  his  men,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  there 
v.'as  as  terrible  an  earthquake,  which  rending  the  mountains  in 
pieces,  threw  dov/n  whole  rocks  upon  ihem,  which  overwhelm- 
ed them  by  hundreds  at  a  time;  by  which  the  whole  army  be- 
ing much  difmayed,  they  were  the  following  night  feized  witii 
fuch  a  panic  fear,  that  every  man,  fuppoliug  him  that  was  next 
to  him  to  be  a  Grecian  enemy,  they  fell  upon  each  other,  fo 
that,  before  there  was  day-light  enough  to  make  them  fee  the 

nniflake. 


BOOK  I.  THE   OLD   AND   NEW   TESTAMENT.  27 

miftake,  one  half  of  the  army  had  deftroyed  the  other.     By 
all  this  the  Greeks,  who  were  now  come  top;ether  from  all 
parts   to  defend  their  temple,  being  much  animated,  fell  fu- 
rioufly  on  them,  and,  although  now  Acichorius  was  come  up 
with  Brennus,  yet  both  their  forces  together  could  not  Hand 
the  aflault,  but  great  numbers  of  them  were  flain,  and  great 
numbers  were  wounded,  and  amongft  thefe  laft  was  Brennus, 
himfelf,  who  had  received  feveral  wounds,  and,  although  none 
of  them  were  mortal,  yet  feeing  all  now  loft,  and  the  whole  ex- 
pedition which  he  had  been  the  author  of  thus  ending  in  a  dif- 
mal  ruin,  he  was  fo  confounded  at  the  mifcarriage,  that  here- 
folved  not  to  outlive  it.     And  therefore  calling  to  him  as 
many  of  the  chief  leaders  as  could  be  got  together  amidft  that 
calamitous  hurry, he  advifed  them  today  all  the  wounded,  and 
with  the  remainder  muke  as  good  a  retreat  backward  as  they 
could ;  and  then,  having  guzzled  down  as  much  wine  as  he 
could  drink,  he  run  himfelf  through,   and  died.     After  his 
death,  Acichorius  taking  upon  him  the  chief  command,  made 
as  good  a  retreat  as  he  could  towards  Thermopylae,  in  order 
to  repafs  thofe  ftraits,  and  carry  back  what  remained  of  this 
broken  army  into  their  own  country;  but  being  to  make  a 
long  march  thither  all  the  way  through  enemies  countries, 
they  were,  as  they  paiTed,  fo  diltreifed  for  want  of  provifions, 
which  they  were  every  where  to  fight  for,  fo  incommoded  at 
night,  by  lodging  mollly  upon  the  ground  in  a  winter  feafon, 
and  in  fuch  manner  harafled  and  fallen  upon  wherever  they 
came,  by  the  people  of  thofe  countries  through  which  they  paf- 
fed,  that  what  with  famine,  cold,  and  ficknefs,  and  what  with 
the  fword  of  their  enemies,  they  were  all  cut  off  and  deftroyed; 
fo  that  of  the  numerous  company  which  did  firft  fet  out  on  this 
expedition,  not  as  much  as  one  man  efcaped  the  calamitous 
fate  of  miferably  periftiing  in  it.    Thus  was  God  pleafed,  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner,  to  execute  his  vengeance  upon 
thofe  facrilegious  wretches,  for  the  fake  of  religion  in  general, 
how  falfe  and  idolatrous  foever  that  particular  religion  was, 
for  which  that  temple  at  Delphos  was  erected.     For  to  be- 
lieve a  religion   true,  and  ofter  facrilegious  violences  to  the 
places  confecrated  to  the  devotions  of  that  religion,  is  abfolute 
impiety,  and  a  fin  againft  all  religion,  and  there  are  many  in- 
ilances  of  very  fignal  judgements  v/ith  which  God  hath  pu- 
nilhed  it,  even  among  the  worft  of  heathens  and  infidels,  and 
much  more  may  they  expert  it,  who,  having  the  truth  of  God 
eftabliihed  among  them,  (hall  become  guilty  hereof. 

In  the  interim,  Leonorius  and  Lutarius  parting  from  the 
other  Gauls,  v/ho  had  fettled  themfelves  on  the  Propontis, 

marched 
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marched  down  to  the  Hellefpont,  and,  feizing  on  Lyfimachia, 
made  rhemfelves  mafters  of  all  tl.e  Thracian  Cherfonefus;  but 
there  another  leditioii  arifing  among  them,  the  two  command- 
ers parted  their  forces,  and  feparated  from  each  other,  Lutarius 
continuing  on  the  Hellefpont,  and  Leonorius  with  the  greater 
number  returned  again  to  iJyzantium,  from  whence  he  came. 

But  afterwards  Leonorius  paiTmg  the  Bofphorus,  and  Luta- 
rius  the  Hellefpont,  mto  Afia,  they  both  there 
Anno  277.  again  united  their  forces  by  a  new  confederacy, 
PniladclDh  8.  ^^^^  joiutly  er.tered  into  the  fervice  of  Nicome- 
des,  king  of  Bithynia,  who  having  by  their  af- 
fiftance,  the  year  following,  coi  quered  Zipaeies,  his  brother, 
and  fixed  himfelf  thereby  in  the  tiiorough  polTeffion  of  all  his 
father's  dominions,  he  cjffigned  them  that  part  of  Lefler  Afia 
to  dwell  in,  which  from  them  was  afterwards  called  by  thofe 
Gallo-Grsecia,  and  by  others  Galatia;  which  lafl  name  after- 
wards obtaining  fron^  the  other,  thofe  people,  inftead  of  Gauls, 
were  there  cal'ed  Galatians,  and  from  them  were  defcended 
thofe  Galatians  to  whom  St  Paul  wrote  one  of  his  canonical 
epiftles. 

The  reft  of  thofe  Gauls  that  remained  in  Thrace,  afterward 
making  war  upon  Antigonus  Gonatas,  who,  on  the  death  of 
Softhenes,  reigned  in  Macedonin,  they  were  almoft  all  cut  off 
and  deftroyed  by  him.  The  few  that  efcaped  either  paiTed  in- 
to Afia,  and  there  joined  themfelves  to  their  countrymen  in  Ga- 
latia,  or  elfe  fcattered  themfelves  in  other  parts,  where  they 
were  no  n  ore  heard  of.  And  thus  ended  this  terrible  inunda- 
tion of  thofe  barbarous  people,  which  threatened  Macedonia 
and  all  Greece  with  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  deftru6lion. 

Within  the  compafs  of  this^  year  ^  Archbifhop  Uiher  pla- 
ceth  the  making  of  that  Greek  trjinflation  of  the  Hebrew  fcrip- 
tures,  which  we  call  the  Septuagint,  And  here  all  elfe  mud 
place  it,  who  with  him  believe  that  hiftory  to  be  genuine,  which 
is  written  of  it  under  the  name  of  Ariiieas,  and  will  hold  what 
is  confiftent  with  it  herein.  For,  according  to  that  author,  they 
cannot  place  it  later,  becaufe  then  it  would  not  fall  within  the 
time  of  Eleazar,  who  is  therein  faid  to  have  been  the  high  priefl 
of  the  Jews,  that  fent  the  feventy-two  elders  to  Alexandria  to 
make  tliis  tranflatioi) ;  for  he  died  about  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year  after.  And  they  cr^nnot  place  it  fooner,  becaufe  then 
it  would  be  before  Piolemy  Philadelphus  married  Arfinoe,  his 
filler,  whom  Eleazar,  in  his  epiltle,  which  that  author  makes 
him  to  have  written  to  this  prince,  calls  his  queen  and  his  filler. 
Without  entering  into  long  critical  difcouries  concerning  this 

tninflatioii, 
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tranflation,  I  fliall  firfl  hiftorically  relate  the  different  accounts 
which  are  given  of  it,  and  then,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  lay  down 
that  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  truth  of  this  whole  matter. 
The  ancientefl  account  we  have  hereof  is  from  a  book  Hill 
extant,  under  the  name  of  Arifteas,  which  is  profeffedly  writ- 
ten to  give  us  the  whole  hlftory  of  it.  He  is  faid  therein  to 
have  been  a  prime  officer  in  the  guards  of  Ptolemy  Philadel- 
phus,  king  of  Egypt,  at  the  time  when  this  affair  was  tranf- 
a6led.  What  we  are  told  of  it  by  him  is  as  followeth  :  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus,  king  of  Egypt,  being  intent  on  making  a 
great  library  at  Alexandria,  and  being  defirous  of  getting  all 
manner  of  books  into  it,  committed  the  care  of  this  matter  to 
Demetrius  Phalereus  a  noble  Athenian,  then  living  in  his  court, 
dire6ling  him  to  procure  from  all  nations  whatfoever  books 
were  of  note  among  them.  Demetrius,  in  the  fearch  he  made 
purfuant  to  thefe  orders,  being  informed  of  the  book  of  the 
law  of  Mofes  among  the  Jews,  acquainted  the  king  hereof, 
whereon  he  fignified  his  pleafure,  that  the  book  fhould  be  fent 
for  from  Jerufalem,  with  interpreters  from  the  fame  place,  to 
render  it  into  Greek,  And  ordered  him  to  lay  before  him  iti 
writing  what  was  proper  to  be  done  herein,  that  accordingly  , 
he  might  fend  to  the  high  prieft  about  it.  Arideas,  the  pre- 
tended author  of  this  hiftory  of  the  72  interpreters,  Sofibius  of 
Tarentum,  and  Andreas,  three  nobles  of  King  Ptolemy's  court, 
having  great  favour  for  the  Jews,  took  this  opportunity  to 
move  the  king  in  the  behalf  of  thofe  of  that  nation,  who  had 
been  taken  captive  by  King  Ptolemy  Soter  in  thofe  invafions 
made  by  him  upon  Judea  which  are  above  mentioned,  and 
were  then  in  bondage  in  Egypt,  telling  him,  that  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  expeft  from  the  Jews  either  a  true  copy  of  their 
law,  or  a  faithful  tranflation  of  it,  as  long  as  he  kept  fo  many  of 
their  countrymen  in  flavery  ;  and  therefore  they  propofed  to 
him  firfl:  to  releafe  all  thofe  Jews,  before  he  fliould  fend  to  Je- 
rufalem about  this  matter.  Hereon  the  king  afked,  what  the 
number  of  thofe  captive  Jews  might  be  ?  Andreas  anfwered, 
that  they  might  be  fomewhat  above  100,000.  And  do  you 
then  think,  faid  the  king,  that  this  is  a  fmall  matter  which 
Arifteas  alketh  ?  To  this  Sofibius  replied.  That  the  greater  it 
was,  the  more  it  would  become  fo  great  a  king  to  do  it. 
Whereon  King  Ptolemy  complying  with  the  propofal,  pub- 
lilhed  a  decree  for  the  releafe  of  all  the  Jevvifli  captives  in 
Egypt,  and  ordered  20  drachms  an  head  to  be  paid  out  of 
his  treafury  to  thofe  that  had  them  in  fervitude  for  the  price 
of  their  redemption  ;  and  this  was  computed"  to  amount  to 
4Q0  talents,  which  fliews  the  number  of  the  redeemed  to  have 
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been  120,000 :  for  400  talents  at  20  drachms  an  head,  would 
redeem  juft  fo  many.  But  afterwards  the  king  having  order- 
ed the  children  that  were  born  to  thofe  Jews,  Vv^hile  in  their 
fervitude,  and  the  mothers  that  bore  them,  to  be  alfo  redeem- 
ed, this  made  the  whole  expence  to  amount  to  660  talents, 
which  proves  the  whole  number  of  the  redeem.ed,  that  is, 
men,  women,  and  children,  to  have  amounted  to  198,000.  For 
fo  many  660  talents,  at  the  price  of  20  drachms  an  head, 
would  have  redeemed.  When  this  was  done,  Demetrius,  ac- 
cording as  he  was  ordered,  laid  before  the  king,  in  a  memorial, 
the  whole  method  which  he  thought  was  proper  to  be  follow- 
ed for  the  obtaining  from  the  Jews  the  book  of  the  law  of 
Mofes,  which  he  deli  red.  What  he  propofed  in  this  memorial 
was,  that  a  letter  fhould  be  written  to  Eleazar  the  high  pried 
of  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem,  to  fend  from  thence  a  true  copy  of 
the  Hebrew  original,  and  with  it  fix  out  of  each  of  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Ifrael,  to  tranflate  it  into  the  Greek  language.  And, 
according  to  this  propofal,  a  letter  was  written  in  the  king's 
name  to  Eleazar  the  high  prieft,  to  fend  the  book,  and  with 
it,  for  the  rendering  of  it  into  Greek,  fix  elders  out  of  every 
tribe,  which  he  fhould  judge  bell  able  to  perform  the  work. 
And  Arifteas,  the  pretended  author  of  this  hiftory,  and  An- 
dreas above  mentioned,  were  fent  with  this  letter  to  Jerufa- 
lem ;  who  carried  with  them  alfo  from  the  king  feveral  gifts 
for  the  temple,  in  money  for  facrifices  there  to  be  offered,  and 
other  ufes  of  the  fanftuary,  100  talents;  in  utenfils  of  filver, 
70  talents,  and  in  utenfils  of  gold,  50  talents,  and  precious  ftones 
in  the  adornments  of  the  faid  utenfils,  of  five  times  the  value 
of  the  gold.  On  their  coming  to  Jerufalem,  they  were  re- 
ceived with  great  refpe6ts  by  the  high  priefl,  and  all  the 
people  of  the  Jews,  and  had  all  readily  granted  them  which 
they  wei.t  thitiier  for.  And  therefore,  having  received  from 
the  high  priefl  a  true  copy  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  all  written  in 
golden  letters,  and  fix  elders  out  of  every  tribe,  that  is  72  in 
all,  to  make  a  verfion  of  it  into  the  Greek  language,  they  re- 
turned with  them  to  Alexandria.  On  their  arrival,  the  king 
calling  thofe  elders  to  his  court,  made  trial  of  them  by  72 
queflions  propofed  to  tliem,  to  each  one  in  their  order ;  and 
from  the  anfwers  which  they  made,  approving  of  their  wif- 
dom,  he  gave  to  each  of  them  three  talents,  and  fent  them  in- 
to the  ifland  of  Pharus  adjoining  to  Alexandria,  for  the  perform- 
ing of  the  work  which  they  came  for.  Where  Demetrius  having 
conducled  them  over  the  lieptafladium  (a  bank  of  feven  fur- 
longs in  length,  which  joined  that  ifland  to  the  continent)  into 
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an  houfe  tliere  provided  for  them,  they  forthwith  betook  them- 
felves  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  interpretation,  and  as  they  agreed  in 
the  verfion  of  each  period  by  common  conference  together,  De- 
metrius wrote  it  down,  and  thus,  in  the  fpace  of  72  days,  they 
performed  the  whole  work ;  whereon  the  whole  work  being 
read  over,  and  approved  of,  in  the  king's  prefence,  the  king 
gave  to  each  of  them  three  rich  garments,  two  talents  in  gold, 
and  a  cup  of  gold  of  a  talent  weight,  and  then  fent  them  all 
home  into  their  own  country.     Thus  far  Arifteas. 

Ariftobulus,  an  Alexandrian  Jew,  and  a  Peripatetic  philo- 
fopher,  is  the  next  that  makes  mention  of  this  verfion.  He 
flourifhed  in  the  i88th  year  of  the  aera  of  contrads  (that  is, 
in  the  125th  year  before  Chrlft),  for  then  a  letter  was  written 
to  him  by  the  Jews  of  Jerufalem  and  Judea,  as  we  have  it  *  in 
the  fecond  book  of  the  Maccabees.  This  Ariftobulus  ^  is  faid 
to  have  written  a  comment  on  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  and  to 
have  dedicated  them  to  King  Ptolomy  Philometor,  to  whom  he 
had  been  preceptor,  and  therein  to  have  fpoken  of  this  Greek 
verfion  made  under  the  care  and  protection  of  Demetrius  Pha- 
lerius,  by  the  command  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  king  of 
Egypt.  The  book  is  not  now  extant.  All  that  remains  of  it 
are  fome  few  fragments  quoted  by  Clemens  Alexandrinus 
and  '^  Eufebius,  in  which  having  afferted  that  Pythagoras,  Pla- 
to, and  other  Grecians,  had  taken  moft  of  their  philofophy  from 
the  Hebrew  fcriptures,  to  make  this  feem  the  more  probable, 
he  tells  us,  thefe  fcriptures  had  been  for  the  moft  part  tranf- 
lated  into  Greek,  before  the  times  of  Alexander  and  the  Per- 
fian  empire  ;  but  that  under  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  a  more  per- 
fed  tranflation  was  made  of  the  whole,  by  the  care  of  Deme- 
trius Phalereus. 

The  next  that  makes  mention  of  this  verfion  is  Philo,  ano- 
ther Alexandrian  Jew,  who  was  contemporary  with  our  Saviour. 
For  it  was  but  alittle  after  the  time  of  his  crucifixion,  that  he  was 
fent  in  an  embafly  from  the  Jews  of  Alexandria,  to'^  Caius  Cae- 
far  the  Roman  emperor.  In  this  account  he  ^  tells  us  the  fame 
that  Arifteas  doth,  of  King  Ptolemy  Philadelphus's  fending  to 
Jerufalem,  for  elders  to  make  this  verfion;  of  the  queftions  pro- 
pofed  to  them  on  their  firft  arrival,  for  the  trial  of  their  wif- 
dom  ;  and  of  their  retiring  into  the  Ifland  of  Pharus,  for  the 
accomplifhing  of  this  work,  and  of  their  finifiiing  it  there,  in 
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that  retirement ;  and  thus  far  he  plainly  writes  after  Arilleas. 
But  he  further  adds,  what  Arilleas  gives  him  no  foundation  for, 
that,  in  their  interpretations,  they  all  fo  exadly  agreed,  as 
not  to  differ  fo  much  as  in  a  word  ;  but  to  have  rendered  every 
thing  not  only  in  the  fame  fenfe,  but  alfo  in  the  fame  phrafes 
and  words  of  expreflion,  fo  as  not  to  vary  in  the  leaft  each 
from  other  through  the  whole  work.  From  whence  he  in- 
fers, that  they  afted  not  herein  as  common  interpreters,  but 
as  men  prophetically  infpired,  and  divinely  diredled,  who  had 
every  word  didated  to  them,  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
through  the  whole  verfion.  And  he  adds  further,  that,  in 
commemoration  of  this  work,  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  kept  a 
folemn  anniverfary,  one  day  in  every  year,  when  they  went 
over  into  the  iiland  of  Pharus,  and  there  fpent  that  day  in  feaft- 
ing,  and  rejoicing,  and  giving  praife  to  God  for  his  divine  af- 
fiftance,  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner  given  by  him  in  the  ma- 
king of  this  verlion. 

Jofephus,  who  wrote  his  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  towards 
the  end  of  the  firft  century  after  Chrift,  agreeth  with  Arifleas 
in  his  relation  of  this  matter,  ^  what  he  writes  of  it  being  no 
more  than  an  abridgement  of  that  author.  And  Eufebius,  who 
flouriflied  about  220  years  after  him,  doth  the  fame,  ^  giving 
us  of  it  no  other  account,  but  what  he  found  in  Arifleas,  and 
is  now  extant  in  him  ;  only  as  to  Jofephus,  it  mull  be  acknow- 
ledged, there  is  a  variation  in  his  account  concerning  the  price 
paid  by  Ptolemy  foi;  the  redemption  of  the  captive  Jews  :  for 
whereas  Arilleas  faith,  it  was  20  drachms  an  head,  and  that 
the  fum  total  amounted  to  660  talents,  Jofephus  lays  it  at 
120  drachms  an  head,  and  the  fum  total  at  460  talents  ;  in  all 
other  things  they  exaclly  agree. 

The  next  author  after  Jofephus  who  makes  mention  of  this 
verlion,  and  the  manner  of  making  it,  was  Juftin  Martyr,  a 
Chriilian  writei,  who  flourifhed  '^  in  the  middle  of  the  fecond 
century,  about  lOO  years  after  Philo.  He  having  been  at 
Alexandria,  and  there  difcourfed  with  the  Jews  of  that  place 
concerning  this  matter,  tells  us  what  he  found  there  related, 
and  was  then  firmly  believed  among  them,  concerning  it. 
Whereby  it  appears,  that  what  Philo  tells  us  of  the  won- 
derful agreement  of  the  interpreters,  in  the  making  of  that 
verlion,  was  much  further  improved  by  his  time.  For  they 
had  then  added  to  the  flory  diftinft  cells  for  the  interpret- 
ers, and  the  fi6lion  of  their  being  flmt  up,  all  in  them  apart 
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from  each  other,  one  in  each  cell,  and  of  each  of  them 
therein  making  a  diftindl  verfion  by  himfelf,  and  all  agreeing 
together  to  a  word,  on  the  comparing  of  what  each  had  done; 
which  the  good  man  fwall owing  with  a  thorough  credulity, 
writes  of  it  in  the  words  following. 

"  ^  Ptolemy,  king  of  Egypt,  having  a  mind  to  erecl  a  library 
*'  at  Alexandria,  caufed  books  to  be  brought  thither  from  all 
"  parts  to  fill  it,  and  being  informed,  that  the  Jews  kept  with 
**  great  care  ancient  hiftories  written  in  Hebrew,  and  being 
"  defirous  to  know  what  thefe  writings  contained,  fent  to  Jeru- 
**  falem  for  70  learned  men,  who  underftood  the  Hebrew  and 
'*  the  Greek  languages,  and  ordered  them  to  tranflate  thofe 
**  books  ;  and,  to  the  end  they  might  be  the  more  at  quiet  and 
*'  free  from  noife,  and  thereby  be  enabled  the  fooner  to  make 
**  this  tranflation,  he  would  not  have  them  ftay  in  the  city,  but 
"  caufed  to  be  built  for  them,  in  the  ifland  of  Pharus,  feven  fur- 
"  longs  from  Alexandria,  as  many  little  houfes  or  cells  as  there 
**  were  interpreters,  that  each  might  there,  apart  by  himfelf, 
^*  make  his  verfion.  And  he  enjoined  thofe  who  ferved  them  to 
'*  do  them  all  forts  of  good  ofiSces,  but  to  prevent  their  con- 
*^  ferring  together,  that  he  might  know,  by  the  conformity  of , 
**  their  verfions,  whether  their  tranflation  was  true  and  exa£t. 
**  And  finding  afterwards  that  thefe  70  perfons  did  not  only 
'*  agree  in  the  fenfe,  but  alfo  in  the  fame  terms,  fo  that  there 
**  was  not  one  word  in  any  one  of  their  verfions  which  was  not 
'*  in  all  the  other,  but  that  they  all  wrote,  word  for  word,  the 
**  fame  expreffioac,  he  wasfurprifed  with  admiration,  and  not 
**  doubting  but  that  this  verfion  was  made  by  the  Spirit  of 
**  God,  he  heaped  honours  upon  the  interpreters,  whom  he 
**  looked  on  as  men  dear  unto  God,  and  fent  them  home  leaden 
**  with  prefents  to  their  own  country.  And,  as  to  the  books, 
"  he  received  them  with  that  veneration  which  was  due  to 
**  them,  looking  on  them  as  divine  books,  and  placed  them  in 
**  his  library."  And  then  the  holy  man  adds,  for  the  confirm- 
ing of  this  fl;ory,  which  he  himfelf  thoroughly  believed  as  true: 
'*  Thefe  things  which  v/e  now  relate  unto  you,  O  Greeks,  are 
**  not  fables  and  feigned  ftories.  For  we  ourfelves  having  been 
**  at  Alexandria,  did  there  fee  the  ruins  of  thofe  little  houfes 
**  or  cells,  in  the  ifland  of  Pharus,*  there  fi:ill  remaining ;  and 
'*  what  we  now  tell  you  of  them  we  had  from  the  inhabitants 
"  of  the  place,  who  had  received  it  from  their  forefathers  by 
**  undoubted  tradition."  And,  ^  in  another  place,  he  faith  of 
the  fame  matter  :  **  When  Ptolemy  king  of  Egypt  was  prepa- 
^*  ring  a  library,  in  which  he  purpofed  to  gather  together  the 
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**  writings  of  all  men,  having  heard  of  the  writings  of  the  pro- 
**  phets  among  the  Jews,  he  fent  to  Herod,  then  king  of  the 
**  Jews,  to  deiire  him  to  tranfmit  to  him  thofe  books  of  the 
**  prophets.  Whereon  King  Herod  fent  them  unto  him,  written 
*'  in  the  Hebrew  language.  But  whereas  thofe  books,  as  writ- 
**  ten  in  this  language,  were  wholly  unintelligible  to  the  Egyp- 
"  tians,  he  fent  a  fecond  time  to  Herod  to  deiire  him  to  fend 
*'  interpreters  to  tranflate  them  into  the  Greek  language ;  which 
<'  being  done,  thefe  books,  thus  tranflated,  are  ftill  remaining 
*'  among  the  Egyptians,  even  to  this  day,  and  copies  of  them 
*'  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  in  all  places  wherefoever 
'*  they  are." 

^  Irenaeus,  ^  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  ^  Hilary,  ^  Auftlne, 
«  Cyril  of  Jerufalem,  ^  Philaftrius  Brixienfis,  and  the  generality 
of  the  ancient  fathers  that  lived  after  Juflin,  follow  him  in  this 
matter  of  the  cells,  and  the  wonderful  agreement  of  all  the  verfions 
made  in  them.  And  fome  alfo  of  the  moderns  are  zealous  con- 
tenders for  the  truth  of  this  ftory,  being  fond  of  a  miracle  which 
would  fo  much  conduce  to  the  confirming  of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  holy  fcriptures  againft  all  gainfayers ;  and  it  is  much  to 
be  wifhed,  that  it  were  built  upon  fuch  authority  as  would  not 
admit  of  any  of  thofe  objedions  which  are  urged  againll  it. 

By  the  time  of  Epiphanius,  who  was  made  bifhop  of  Sala- 
mine,  in  Cyprus  (A.  D.  368),  falfe  traditions  had  further  cor- 
rupted this  ftory.  For  he  gives  a  relation  of  the  matter  which 
differs  from  that  of  Juflin,  as  well  as  of  Arifteas,  and  yet  he 
quotes  Arifteas  even  in  thofe  particulars  which  he  relates  other- 
wife  than  that  author  doth  ;  which  fnews,  that  there  was  an- 
other Arifteas  in  his  time  different  from  that  which  we  now 
have,  though  it  be  plain,  that  the  author  which  is  now  extant 
with  us  under  that  name  is  certainly  the  fame  which  Jofephus 
and  Eufebius  ufed.  What  Epiphanius  writes  hereof  would  be 
too  long  to  be  all  here  inferted.  The  fum  of  it  is,  s  That  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus,  deftgning  to  make  a  library  at  Alexandria, 
fent  to  all  countries  to  procure  copies  of  their  books  to  put 
into  it,  and  committed  it  to  the  care  of  Demetrius  Phalereus  to 
manage  this  whole  matter  ;  by  whom  being  informed  of  the 
books  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  which  the  Jews  then  had  at  Jeru- 
falem, he  fent  an  embaffy  thither,  with  a  letter  to  the  high 
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prieft,  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  faid  books.    That  hereon  the 
Jews  fent  22  canonical  books,  and  72  apocryphal,  all  written 
in  Hebrew.    But  Ptolemy  not  being  able  to  read  them  in  that 
language,  he  fent  a  fecond  embaffy  to  Jerufalem  for  interpret- 
ers to  make  a  fecond  verfion  of  them  into  Greek  :  for  which 
purpofe  a  fecond  letter  was  written  to  the  high  prieft  ;  and  that 
the  Jews,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  fent  him  72  interpreters, 
chofen  fix  out  of  every  tribe,  who  made  the  verfion  according 
as  was  defired.    The  manner  in  which  he  faith  this  was  done 
will  beft  appear  from  his  own  words :  they  are  as  followeth. 
"  a  The  72  interpreters  were  in  the  ifland  of  Pharus  (which 
"  lieth  over  againft  Alexandria,  and  in  refpeft  of  it  is  called 
"  the  Upper-land),  (hut  up  in  36  little  houfes  or  cells,  by  two 
**  and  two  in  a  cell,  from  morning  till  night,  and  were  every 
•*  night  carried,  in  36  boats,  to  King  Ptolemy's  palace,  there 
*'  to  fup  with  hira,  and  then  were  lodged  in  36  bed-chambers, 
<*  by  two  and  two  in  a  chamber,   that  they  might  not  confer 
*'  together  about  the  faid  verfion,  but  make  it  faithfully  ac- 
**  cording  to  what  appeared  to  them  to  be  the  true  meaning  of 
<*  the  text.     For  Ptolemy  built  in  that  ifland,  over  againft 
*'  Alexandria,  thofe  36  cells,  which   I   have  mentioned,  of 
"  that  capacity,  as  that  they  were  fufficient  to  contain  each 
**  of  them  two  of  the  faid  interpreters,  and  there  he  did  ftiut 
*'  them  up  by  two  and  two,  as  I  have  faid,  and  two  fervants 
*'  with  them   in   each  cell,  to  provide  them  with  food,  and 
*«  minifter  unto  them  in  all  things  neceflary,  and  alfo  writers, 
**  to  write  down  the  verfions  as  they  made  them.     To  thefe 
**  cells  he  made  no  windows  in  the  walls,  but  only  opened 
**  for  them  above  fuch  lights  in  the  roofs  of  the  faid  cells  as 
**  we  call  iky-lights.     And  thus  continuing  from  morning 
**  till  night,  there  clofely  ftiut  up,  they  made  the  verfion  in 
"  manner  as  followeth :  To  each  pair  of  interpreters  one  book 
**  was  given,  as,  for  example,  the  book  of  Genefis  was  given 
"  to  one  pair,  the  book  of  Exodus  to  another  pair,  the  book 
"  of  Leviticus  to  a  third,   and  fo  of  all  the  reft,  a  book  to 
**  each   pair  in  their  order ;    and  in  this  manner  all  the  27 
**  books  above  mentioned,  which  are  now,  according  to  the 
*'  number  of  the  Hebrew  letters,  reduced  to  22,  weie  tranfla- 
"  ted  out  of  the  Hebrew  into  the  Greek  language."     And 
then,  a  little  after,  he  further  faith:    "  ''And  therefore  thefe 
"  27  books,  now  numbered  to  be  22,  with  the  Pfalter,  and 
**  what  is  annexed  to  Jeremiah,  that  is,  the  Lamentations, 
"  and  the  epiftles  of  Baruch  (though  thefe  epiftles  are  not 
**  found  in  the  Hebrew  canon  cf  the  holy  fcriptures  •,  for  in 

«  tliat 
*  Epiphanius,  ibid.  p.  i6r.  ^  Ibid.  p.  163, 
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**  that  the  Lamentations  only  are  annexed  to  Jeremiah),  were 
•*  in  this  manner  diftributed  among  the  36  pair  of  interpret- 
*'  ers,  and  afterwards  were  fent  every  one  of  them  round  to 
**  them,  that  is,  from  the  firfi:  pair  to  the  fecond,  and  from 
"  the  fecond  to  the  third,  and  fo  on,  till  each  book  had  been 
**  tranllated  into  Greek  once  hy  each  pair,  and  the  whole  of 
*'  it  by  all  of  them  36  times,  as  common  tradition  reports 
"  the  matter  ;  and  to  them  were  added  22  apocryphal  books. 
**  And  when  all  was  finifhed,  the  king  fittmg  on  high  on 
**  his  throne,  36  readers  came  before  him  with  the  36  tranf- 
"  lations  ;  and  another  reader  flood  there  alfo,  who  had  the 
**  original  Hebrew  copy  in  his  hand  j  and,  while  one  of  thefe 
**  readers  did  read  his  copy  aloud,  the  reft  diligently  attend- 
"  ed,  and  went  along  with  him,  reading  to  themfelves  in  their 
*'  copies,  and  examining  thereby  what  was  written  in  them ; 
**  and  no  variety  or  difference  was  found  in  any  one  of  them." 
Thus  far  having  given  an  account  of  all  that  is  related  by  the 
ancients  concerning  the  manner  of  the  making  this  veriion,  which 
"we  call  the  Septuagint,I{liall  now  lay  down  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter  in  thefe  following  pofitions. 

I.  That  there  was  a  tranflation  of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  in- 
to Greek,  made  in  the  time  that  thePtolemys  reigned  in  Egypt, 
is  not  to  be  doubted:  for  we  ftill  have  the  book,  and  it  is  the 
fame  which  was  in  ufe  in  our  Saviour's  time;  for  mofl:  of  thofe 
paiTages  which  the  holy  penmen  of  the  New  Teftament  do,  in 
the  Greek  original  of  it,  quote  out  of  the  Old  Teftament,  are 
now  found  verbatim  in  this  veriion.  And,  (ince  the  Egyptian 
princes  of  the  Ptolemean  race  were  fo  fond,  as  the  writers  of 
titofe  times  tell  us,  of  replenifhing  their  library  at  Alexandia, 
with  all  forts  of  books,  there  is  no  reafon  but  to  believe,  that 
a  copy  of  this  tranflation,  as  foon  as  it  was  made,  was  put 
into  it. 

II.  The  book  going  under  the  name  of  Arifteas,  which 
is  the  ground-work  and  foundation  of  all  that  is  faid  of  the 
manner  of  making  this  tranflation,  by  72  elders  fent  from  Je- 
rufalem  to  Alexandria  for  this  purpofe,  in  the  time  of  Ptolemy 
Phladelphus,  is  a  manifeft  fiflion,  made  out  of  delign  thereby 
to  give  the  greater  authority  to  this  traiiflation.  The  JeWs, 
after  their  return  from  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  to  the  time 
of  our  Saviour,  were  much  given  to  religious  romances,  as 
appears  from  their  apocryphal  books  llill  extant,  many  of 
which  are  of  this  fort ;  and  that  the  book  which  we  now  have 
under  the  name  of  Arifteas  was  fuch  a  romance,  and  written 
by  fome  Helleniftical  Jew,  plainly  appears  from  thefe  follow- 
ing reafons.     For, 

I.  The 
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1.  The  author  of  that  book,  though  pretended  to  be  an 
Heathen  Greek,  every  where  fpeaks  as  a  Jew,  and  delivers 
himfelf  in  all  places,  where  he  makes  mention  either  of  God 
or  the  Jewifh  religion,  in  fuch  terms  as  none  but  a  Jew  could ; 
and  he  brings  in  Ptolemy,  Demetrius,  Andreas,  Solibius,  and 
others,  fpeaking  after  the  fame  manner,  which  clearly  proves, 
that  no  Arifteas,  or  Heathen  Greek,  but  fome  Helleniftical 
Jew,  under  his  name,  was  the  author  of  that  book. 

2.  He  makes  Ptolemy  advance  an  incredible  fum  of  mo- 
ney for  the  obtaining  of  this  verfion.  For,  according  to  him, 
Ptolemy  expended,  in  redeeming  the  captive  Jews  that  were 
in  his  kingdom,  660  talents;  in  velTels  of  filver  fent  to  the 
temple,  70  talents ;  in  vefTels  of  gold,  50  talents,  and,  in  pre- 
cious Hones  to  adorn  ^nd  embellilli  thefe  velTels,  to  the  value 
of  five  times  the  gold,  that  is,  250  talents  ;  in  a  gift  for  fa- 
crifices,  and  other  ufes  of  the  temple,  100  talents  :  and  then 
he  gave  to  each  of  the  72  interpreters,  at  their  firfl  coming, 
three  talents  a-piece  in  filver,  that  is,  216  talents  in  the  whole ; 
and  laftly,  to  each  of  them,  at  their  parting,  two  talents  in 
gold,  and  a  gold  cup  of  a  talent  weight :  all  which  put  toge- 
ther make,  in  the  fum  total,  1046  talents  of  filver,  and  516 
talents  of  gold,  which,  being  reduced  to  our  Sterling  money, 
amounts  to  ^  L.1,9 18,537,  los.;  and,  if  we  add  hereto  the  va- 
lue of  other  gifts,  whicfi,  according  to  Arifteas,  were  be- 
ftowed  on  thefe  72  elders  by  the  bounty  of  the  king,  and  the 
charges  which  it  coft  him  in  fetching  them  to  Alexandria, 
maintaining  them  there,  and  fending  them  back  again  to  Jeru- 
falem,  this  may  be  computed  to  mount  that  fum  near  to 
2,000,000  Sterling,  which  may  well  be  reckoned  to  be  above 
twenty  times  as  much  as  that  whole  library  was  ever  worth. 
And  who  can  then  believe,  that  this  narrative,  which  makes 
Ptolemy  expend  fo  much  for  one  fingle  book  in  it,  and  which 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  court,  as  long  as  they  continued 
Heathens,  could  have  any  great  value  for,  can  be  a  true  and 
genuine  hiftory  ? 

3.  The  queftions  propofed  to  the  72  interpreters,  and  their 
anfwers  to  them,  manifeftly  carry  with  them  the  air  of  fii^ion 
and  romance.  If  it  ihould  appear  likely  to  any  (as  I  confefs 
it  doth  not  unto  me),  that  Ptolemy  fhould  trouble  himfelf  to 
propofe  to  them  fuch  queftions,  he  muft  be  a  perfon  of  great 
credulity,  that  will  believe  thofe  anfwers  to  have  been  given 

extempore 

*  That  is,  computing  thtfe  talents  by  Attic  talents,  and  valuing  theiTi 
according  to  Dr  Bernard.  If  they  be  computed  by  the  talents  of  Alex- 
andria, where  the  fcene  of  adion  is  laid,  they  will  araount  to  twice  as 
much. 
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extempore  to  them.  Whoever  will  judge  rationally  of  this 
matter,  muft  neceflarily  acknowledge,  that  they  were  framfi 
by  artifice  and  premeditation  to  the  queftions,  and  that  both 
were  the  inventions  of  him  that  made  the  book. 

4.  The  makii)g  of  72  elders  to  be  fent  to  Alexandria  from 
Jerufalem  on  this  occafion,  and  thefe  to  be  chofen  by  fix  out 
of  every  tribe,  by  the  advice  of  Demeirius  Phalereus,  all  looks 
like  a  Jewifh  invention,  framed  with  refpefl  to  the  Jewifhfan- 
hedrim,  and  the  number  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael;  it  not 
being  likely,  that  Demetrius,  an  Heathen  Greek,  fhould  know 
any  thing  of  their  twelve  tribes,  or  of  the  number  of  their 
72  elders,  of  which  their  fanhedrim  did  confift.  The  names 
of  Ifrael,  and  the  twelve  tribes,  were  then  abforbed  in  that 
of  the  Jews,  and  few  knew  of  them  in  that  age  by  any  other 
appellation.  Although  fome  of  the  other  tribes  joined  them- 
felves  to  the  Jews,  on  their  return  from  the  Babyloniib  cap- 
tivity, as  I  have  before  obferved,  and  thereby  the  names  of 
thofe  tribes  might  ftill  be  preferved  amongft  their  defcendants ; 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  all  were  fo,  but  that  fome  of 
the  names  of  thofe  other  tribes  were  wholly  loft,  and  no  more 
in  being,  in  the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  and  that  there- 
fore no  fuch  choice  could  then  be  made  out  of  them  for  the 
compoung  of  this  verfion.  But,  if  it  were  otherwife,  yet  that 
there  ftiould  be  fix  out  of  every  tribe,  or  indeed  72  of  the 
whole  nation,  then  living  in  Judea,  fully  qualified  for  this 
work,  feems  by  no  means  likely.  Till  the  time  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  the  Jews  had  no  communication  with  the  Greeks, 
and  from  his  having  been  at  Jerufalem  (from  which  tinie  only 
this  communication  firft  began)  there  had  now  pafled  only  $^ 
vears.  During  this  time,  no  doubt,  fome  of  them  might  have 
learned  the  Greek  tongue,  efpecially  after  fo  many  of  them  had 
been  planted  by  Ptolemy  at  xMcxandria,  and  by  Seleucus  at  An- 
tioch,  in  both  which  cities  the  prevailing  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  of  the  Greek  nation.  But  that  fix  of  every  tribe 
fhould  then  be  found  thus  Ikilful  in  the  land  of  Judea,  where 
there  was  then  no  reafon  for  them  to  learn  this  language,  is 
not  to  be  imagined.  But  this  is  not  all  the  difficulty  of  the 
matter.  Thofe  who  wefe  to  do  this  work  mull  have  been  tho- 
roughly IkiUed  alfo  in  the  Hebrew,  which  was  the  language 
of  the  original  text,  as  well  as  in  the  Greek,  into  which  they 
were  to  tranflate  it.  But  at  this  time  the  Plebrew  was  no 
longer  among  them  their  common  fpeech.  The  Chaldce,  fince 
their  return  from  Chaldea,  was  become  their  mother  totigue, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  was  thenceforth  confined 
only  to  the  learned  among  them  ;    and,    thofe  learned  men 

being 
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being  fuch  as  taught  and  governed  the  people  at  home,  they 
]i4^  no  opportunity  by  converfe  with  the  Greeks  to  learn  their 
language,  nor  indeed  had  they  any  occafion  for  it.  So  that,  for 
the  making  out  of  this  Itory,  we  muft  fuppofe,  ijl,  That  there 
were  many  of  every  tribe  of  Ifrael  then  living  in  Judea  ;  id/vp 
That  there  were  feveral  in  each  of  thefe  tribes  well  learned 
in  the  Hebrew  text ;  and,  3^/y,  That  there  were  in  each  of 
them,  of  this  laft  fort,  fo  many  thoroughly  Ikilled  in  the  Greek 
language,  as  that  out  of  them  a  choice  might  be  made  of  fix 
for  each  tribe  fully  qualified  for  this  work  :  each  particular 
hereof  at  this  time  feems  utterly  improbable  j  but  the  whole 
doth  much  more  fo,  when  all  is  put  together. 

5.  Neither  can  any  probable  reafon  be  given,  why  feventy- 
two  fhould  be  fent  from  Jerufalem  to  Alexandria  for  this  pur« 
pofe,  when  feven  were  more  than  enough  for  the  work.  Some 
of  the  ancicnteft  of  the  Talmudifts  fay,  ^  that  there  were  only 
five  that  were  employed  in  it ;  and  this  is  by  much  the  more 
likely  of  the  two. 

6.  There  are  feveral  particulars  in  this  book  which  cannot 
accord  with  the  hiftories  of  thofe  times,  ijl,  In  none  of  them 
is  there  any  mention  of  the  victory  which  Arifteas  makes  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus  to  have  obtained  againft  Antigonus  at  fea. 
If  by  this  Antigonus  he  means  Antigonus  the  father  of  Deme- 
trius Poliorcetes,  he  was  dead  17  years  before  Ptolemy  Phila- 
delphus  was  king  of  Kgypt ;  and  if  he  means  the  fon  of  that 
Demetrius,  called  Antigonus  Gonatus,  who  reigned  in  Mace- 
don,  there  is  no  author  that  fpeaks  of  any  fuch  vidory  obtain- 
ed by  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  over  him.  And,  idly,  Whereas 
Menedemus  the  philofopher  is  faid  in  this  author  to  have  been 
prcfent,  when  the  feventy-two  interpreters  anfwered  the  quef- 
tions  propoied  to  them  by  Ptolemy,  it  is  manifeft,  by  what  is 
written  of  him  by  authors  of  undoubted  credit,  that  he  could 
not  have  been  at  this  time  in  Egypt,  if  he  were  then  alive, 
*>  which  it  is  moft  likely  he  was  not.  But,  ^d/y,  What  doth 
evidently  convict  of  falfity  this  whole  ftory  of  Arifteas  is,  that 
he  makes  Demetrius  Phalereus  to  be  the  chief  a£tor  in  it,  and 
a  great  favourite  of  the  king's  at  this  time ;  wherea*  he  was 
fo  far  from  being  m  any  favour  with  him,  that  none  was  more 
out  of  it,  or  was  lefs  likely  to  be  trufted  or  employed  in  any 
niattcj  by  him,  and  that  for  good  reafon.  For  he  had  earneft- 
ly  diffuaded  Ptolemy  Sotcr  his  father  from  fettling  the  crown 

Vol.  III.  D  upoa 

*  Tr2(5l.  Sopherim,  c.  r. 

b  It  appears  by  what  is  written  of  him  by  Diogenes  Laertius,  lib.  «* 
that  he  died  foon  after  the  end  of  the  Gallic  war  ia  Greece,  being  very 
aged  at  the  time  of  bis  death. 
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Upon  him  :  for  ^  which  reafon  Philadelphus  looking  on  him  as 
his  greateft  e-.ienny,  as  foon  as  his  father  was  dead  (under  whofe 
favour  he  had  till  then  been  protefted)  he  caft  him  into  prifon, 
where  he  foon  aPter  died,  in  the  manner  as  hath  been  already 
related,  and  therefore  he  could  bear  no  part  in  the  tranfafting 
of  this  matter. 

Many  other  arguments  tliereare  which  prove  the  fpurioufnefs 
of  this  book.  They  who  would  further  examine  hereinto,  may 
read  what  hath  been  written  of  it  by  ^  Du  Pin,  ^  Richard  Simon 
the  Frenchman,  and  by  Dr  Hoddy,  the  late  worthy  profeffor 
of  the  Greek  language  at  Oxford  ;  whofe  account  o^f  this,  and 
other  matters  relating  to  the  holy  fcriptures,  in  his  learned  and 
accurate  book,  De  Bibliorum  Textibus  Originalibus,  verjionibus 
Creeds  \3  Latina  vtilgatUy  is  very  worthy  of  any  man's  readings 

III  As  to  Ariftobulus,  what  he  faith  of  this  verfion's  being 
made  by  the  command  of  Prolemy  Philadelphus,  and  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  Demetrius  Phalereus,  is  no  more  than 
what  is  taken  out  of  Arifteas ;  that  book,  it  feems,  having  been 
forged  before  his  time,  and  then  gotten  into  credit  among  the 
Jews  of  Alexandria,  when  he  took  this  out  of  it.  For  the 
i88th  year  of  the  aera  of  contrafts,  the  time  «*  in  which  he  is 
faid  to  flourifh,  being  152  years  after  that  in  which  we  place 
the  making  of  this  verfion,  that  was  long  enough  for  this  fic- 
tion concerning  it  to  have  been  formed,  and  alfo  to  have  grown 
into  fuch  credit  among  the  Jews,  as  to  be  believed  by  them. 
For  if  we  allow  ico  years  for  the  former,  that  is,  for  the  fra- 
ming of  this  fiftion,  by  that  time  all  perfons  might  have  been  dead, 
and  all  things  forgotten,  that  might  contradift  it,  and  52  years 
after  might  have  been  fufficient  for  the  latr  er,  that  is,  for  its  grow- 
ing into  the  credit  of  a  true  hillory  among  the  Jews.  As  to 
other  things  related  of  this  Ariftobulus,  that  is,  that  he  was  pre- 
ceptor tothe  king  of  Egyp'  ,and  that  he  wrote  commentaries  onthe 
five  books  of  Mofes,and  dedicated  them  to  Ptolemy  Philometor, 
theyarealljuftlycalledinqueflionbylearne  imen.  As  to  his  being 
KingPtolemy'smafter,thi3isfaidofhim(2Maccab.i,io.)inthe 
1 88th  year  of  the  sera  of  contra6ls,  when  it  was  by  no  means  like- 
ly he  could  have  been  in  that  oiBce  :  for  the  Ptolemy  that  then 
reigned  in  Egypt  was  Ptolemy  Phyfcon  ;  and  the  1 88th  year  of 
the  aeraof  coutrafts  was  the  2iftyear  of  his  reign,  aiid^  the  56th 
after  his  father's  death ;  and  therefore  he  mull  then  have  been 

about 

^  Diogenes  Laertius  in  Vita  Demetrii  Phalerei. 

^  Hiltory  of  the  Canon  and  Writers  of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftamcnt,  p?\rt  i.  c.  6.  ^  3. 

*^  Critical  Hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  book  a,  c.  a. 
,    d  a  Macc'dbtes,  c.  i.  10. 

-  It  was  according  to  Ptolemy's  Canon. 
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about  60  years  old,  if  not  more ;  which  is  an  agepaft  being  under 
the  tuition  of  a  mafter.  If  itbe  faid,he  might  ftill  retain  the  title, 
though  the  office  had  been  over  many  years  before,  the  reply 
hereto  will  be,  that  he  mud  then  have  been  of  a  very  great  age^ 
when  mentioned  with  this  title:  for  men  ufe  not  to  be  made  tu- 
tors to  princes,  till  of  eminent  note,  and  of  mature  age ;  40  is 
the  leaft  we  can  fuppofe  him  of,  when  appointed  to  this  office,  i£ 
he  ever  was  at  all  in  it ;  and  fuppofing  he  was  firft  called  to  it, 
when  Ptolemy  Phyfcon  was  lo  years  old,  he  mud  have  been  90 
at  leaft  at  the  time  when  this  title  was  given  him  m  the  place  a- 
bove  cited.    And  if  he  had  been  preceptor  to  Ptolemy  Phyfcon, 
how  came  it  to  pafs  that  he  fhould  dedicate  his  book  of  commen- 
taries on  the  law  of  Mofes  to  Ptolemy  Philometor,  who  reigned 
before  Phyfcon?  If  any  fuch  book  had  been  at  all  made  by  him, 
it  is  moft  likely  he  would  have  dedicated  it  to  that  Ptolemy  who 
had  been  his  pupil,  and  not  unto  the  other,  whom  he  had  no  fuch 
efpecial  relation  to.  And  as  to  what  he  h^s  faid  to  have  written 
in  thefe  commentaries,  of  there  having  been  a  Greek  verfion  of 
the  law  before  that  of  theSeptuagint,  and  that  the  Greek  philo- 
fophers  borrowed  many  things  from  thence,  it  looks  all  like  fic- 
tion. The  light  of  reafon,  or  elfe  ancient  traditions,  might  have 
led  them  to  the  faying  of  many  things,  efpecially  in  moral  matters, 
which  accord  with  what  is  found  in  the  writings  of  Mofes ;  and 
if  not,  yet  there  were  other  ways  of  coming  at  them  without  fuch 
a  verfion.  Converfe  with  the  Jews  might  fufHce  for  it,  and  par- 
ticular inftruflion  might  be  had  from  fome  of  their  learned  men 
for  this  purpofe  ;  and  *  fuch,  Clearchus  tells  us,  Arillotle  had 
from  a  learned  Jew  in  the  Lower  Afia.     That  there  ever  was 
fuch  a  verfion,  no  other  writing  befides  thefe  fragments  quoted 
from  Ariftobolus  do  make  the  leaft  mention.  Neither  is  it  like» 
ly,  that  there  fhould  ever  have  been  any  fuch :  for  till  the  Jews 
fettled  among  the  Greeks  at  Alexandria,  and  there  learned  their 
language,  and  forgot  their  own  (which  was  not  done  till  fome 
time  after  the  death  of  Alexander),  there  was  no  ufe  of  fuch  a 
Greek  verfion  of  the  law  among  them.  And,  if  it  hadbeen  thus 
tranflated  before,  what  need  was  there  of  having  it  done  again  in 
the  reignof  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  ?  All  thefe  things  put  together 
create  a  fufpicion  among  learned  men,  that  the  commentaries  of 
Ariftobulus  came  out  of  the  fame  forge  v^^ith  Arifteas,  that  is, 
were  written  under  the  name  of  Ariftobulus  by  fomeHelleniftical 
Jew,  long  after  the  date  which  they  bore.  And  it  augments  this 
fufpicion,  that  Clemens  Alexandrinus  is  the  firft  that  ihakes  men- 
tion  of  them.  For  had  there  been  any  fuch  commentaries  on  the 
law  of  Mofes,  and  written,  in  the  time  when  faid,  by  fo  eminent 
a  Jew,  and  fo  famous  a  philofopher,  as  Ariftobulus  is  related  to 
D  2  be^, 

*  See  part  i,  book  7.  under  the  year  348.  p.  47^» 
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be,  Pbilo  Judseus,  and  Jofephus,  could  not  have  efcaped  ma- 
king ufe  of  them :  but  neither  of  thefe  writers  make  the  leaft 
mention  of  any  fuch  commentaries  ;  which  is  a  ftrong  argu- 
ment, that  there  were  none  fuch  extant  in  their  time  j  and  thofe 
who  mention  Chem  afterwards,  fpeak  very  inconfiftently  of  this 
Ariftobulus,  whom  they  make  to  be  the  author  of  them. 
Sometimes  they  tell  us,  that  he  dedicated  his  book  to  *  Ptolemy 
Philometor  ;  at  other  times  tliey  fay  it  was  ^  to  Ptolemy  Phi- 
ladelphus  and  his  father  together.  Sometimes  they  will  have 
it  '^  that  he  was  the  fame  that  is  mentioned  in  the  firft  chapter 
of  the  2d  book  of  Maccabees ;  and  fometimes  they  make  hin* 
to  have  been  ^  one  of  the  72  interpreters  152  years  before  ; 
which  uncertainty  about  him,  makes  it  moft  likely  that  there 
was  never  any  fuch  perfon  at  all.  That  paffage,  where  he  is 
fpoken  of  in  the  2d  book  of  the  Maccabees,  is  no  proof  for  him  j 
for  the  letter  which  is  made  mention  of  in  it,  being  there  faid 
to  have  been  fent  to  him  from  the  people  that  were  at  Jeru- 
falem,  and  in  Judea,  and  the  council,  and  Judas  ;  this  plainly 
proves  that  whole  palTage  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with  moft 
other  things  written  in  the  two  firft  chapters  of  that  2d  book 
of  Maccabees,  that  is,  all  fable  and  fidion.  For,  by  the  Judas 
there  mentioned^  the  writer  of  that  book  can  mean  no  other 
Judas,  than  Judas  Maccabaeus.  But  ^  he  was  (lain  in  battle 
36  years  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  Whatfoever  thefe  com- 
mentaries were,  they  feem  not  to  have  been  long  lived;  for  as 
Clemens  Alexandrinus  was  the  firft  of  the  ancients,  fo  Eufe- 
bius  was  the  laft,  that  makes  mention  of  them. 

After  that  time,  it  is  moft  likely,  they  grew  out  of  reputation,, 
and  were  no  more  heard  of*  Upon  the  whole,  they  that  hold 
this  book  to  have  been  fpurious,  and  all  that  is  faid  of  the  au- 
thor of  it  to  be  fable  and  fiftion,  feem  to  fay  that,  which  in 
all  likelihood  is  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

IV.  What  Philo  adds  to  the  ftory  of  Arifteas,  was  from  fuch  tra- 
ditions as  had  obtained  among  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  in  his  time; 
which  had  the  fame  original  with  all  the  reft,  that  is,  were  invent- 
ed by  them,  to  bring  the  greater  honour  and  credit  to  themfelvesy 
and  their  religion;  and  alfo  to  gain  amcng  the  vulgar  of  their  own 
people  the  greater  authority  and  veneration  to  that-verfion  of 
the  holy  fcriptures  which  they  then  ufed.  And  whea  fuch  thmgs 

had 

"  Clemens  Alcxmdrinus.  Strom,  lib.  Eufebii  Chronicon.  p.  187.  fie 
Prsep.  Evang.  lib.  13.  c.  la. 

b  Clemens  Alcxa.ndrinus.  Strom,  lib.  .5.  Eufcb.  Prxp.  Evang.  lib.  &. 
c.  9. 

«  Clemens  Alexandrinus  Sc  Eufebius,  ibid. 

d  Anatolius  apud  Eufebiutn  in  Hilt,  EcckGaft.  lib.  7^0. 3»» 

*  I  Maccab.  ix.  iS. 
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had  once  obtained  belief,  it  was  eafy  to  introduce  an  anni- 
verfary  commemoration  of  them,  and  continue  it  afterwards 
from  year  to  year,  in  the  manner  as  Philo  relates. 

V^  Where  Jofephus  differs  from  Arifteas  in  the  price  paid 
hy  Ptolemy  for  the  redemption  of  the  captive  Jews,  there  is 
a  manifeft  error ;  for  the  fum  total  doth  not  agree  with  the 
particulars.  The  number  of  the  Jews  redeemed,  ^  Jofephus 
faith,  were  120,000  j  the  redemption  of  thefe,  at  20  drachms 
an  head,  at  which  Arifteas  lays  it,  would  come  to  juft  400 
talents,  which  is  the  fum  alfo  which  he  reckons  it  to  amount 
to.  But  Jofephus  faith,  the  redemption  money  was  120 
drachms  an  head,  which  is  fix  times  as  much,  and  yet  he 
makes  the  fum  total  to  be  no  more  than  460  talents.  The  er- 
ror is  in  the  numerical  letters  j  for  either  the  particulars  mufl 
be  lefs,  or  the  fum  mull  be  more  :  but  whether  it  was  the  au- 
thor or  the  tranfcribers  that  made  this  error  I  cannot  fay» 
Thofe  ^  who  hold  Jofephus  to  have  put  the  price  at  120 
drachms  an  head  (which  was  juft  30  Jewifti  ftiekels),  that  fo 
it  might  anfwer  what  ^  was  paid  for  an  Hebrew  fervant  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  Mofcs,  do  fix  the  error  on  the  author  ; 
but  then  they  make  him  guilty  of  a  great  blunder,  in  not  al- 
tering the  fum  total  as  well  as  th€  particulars,  fo  as  to  make 
them  both  agree  with  each  other. 

VI.  As  to  Juftin  Martyr,  and  the  reft:  of  the  Chriftian 
-writers  that  followed  him,  it  is  plain  they  too  greedily  fol- 
lowed what  they  wiftied  might  be  true.  Had  the  72  inter- 
preters, who  are  faid  to  have  made  this  verfioii  of  the  Hebrew 
fcriptures  into  Greek,  been  all  feparated  into  fo  many  dif- 
ferent cells,  and  had  all  there  apart,  every  one  by  himfelf, 
made  fo  many  verlions  as  there  were  perfons,  and  all  thefe  ver- 
fions  had  exadly  agreed  with  each  other,  without  any  differ- 
ence or  variation  in  any  one  of  them  from  all  the  reft,  this 
would  have  been  a  miracle,  which  muft  have  irrefragably 
confirmed  the  truth  of  thofe  fcriptures,  as  well  as  the  authori- 
ty of  the  verfion  which  was  thea  made  of  them,  againft  all 
gainfayers.  And  for  both  thefe  the  Chriftians  of  thofe  times 
were  altogether  as  much  concerned  as  the  Jews;  for  the  foun- 
dations of  our  holy  Chriftian  proftjfiion  are  laid  upon  the  Old 
Teftament  as  well  as  on  the  New.  And  this  part  of  the  holy 
fcriptures  was,  out  of  Judea,  no  where  elfe,  in  thofe  times,  read 
among  Chriftians,  but  in  this  Greek  verlion,  or  in  fuch  other 
verfions  as  were  made  into  other  languages  from  it,  excepting 

D  3  only 

*  Antiq.  lib.  iz.  c.  a. 

^  Ufftnus  in  Annalibus  Vcteris  Tefiiamenti,  fub  Anno  J,  P.  4437. 
Jloddius  de  Bibliorum  TvXtibus  Orieiualibus,  lib.  i.  c.  i7. 
^^  Jixod.  j::ii„  qi. 
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only  at  Antioch,  and  in  the  Syrian  churches  depending  from 
that  fee,  where  they  had  a  Syriac  verfion  from  the  beginning, 
immediately  tranflated  from  the  Hebrew  original.  And  there- 
fore Juftin  Martyr,  finding  thefe  traditions  among  the  Jews  at 
Alexandria,  on  his  being  m  that  city,  was  too  eafily  perfuaded 
to  believe  them,  and  made  ufe  of  them  in  his  writings  againft 
the  Heathens  of  his  time,  in  defence  of  the  religion  he  profeff- 
cd.  And  upon  this  authority  it  was,  that  Irenseus,  and  the 
other  Chriftian  writers  above  mentioned,  tell  us  the  fame 
thing,  being  equally  fond  of  the  argument,  by  reafon  of  the 
purpofe  it  would  ferve  to.  But  how  little  the  authority  of  Juf- 
tin was  to  be  depended  upon,  in  this  matter,  may  fufficiently 
appear  from  the  inaccurate  account  which  he  gives  us  of  it ; 
for  he  makes  Ptolemy,  when  intent  upon  having  the  Hebrew 
fcriptures  for  his  library,  to  fend  ^  to  King  Herod  firft  for  a 
copy  of  them,  and  afterwards  for  interpreters  to  turn  them 
into  the  Greek  language  ;  whereas,  not  only  Ptolemy  Phila- 
delphus,  but  all  the  other  Ptolemys  who  reigned  after  him  in 
Egypt,  were  all  dead  before  Herod  was  made  king  of  Judea. 
So  great  a  blunder  in  this  narrative  is  fufficient  to  difcredit  all 
the  reft.  And  it  is  further  to  be  taken  notice  of,  that,  though 
Juftin  was  a  learned  man,  and  a  philofopher,  yet  he  was  a  very 
credulous  perfon,  and,  when  he  became  a  Chriftian,  was  car- 
ried on,  by  the  great  zeal  he  had  for  his  religion,  too  lightly  to 
lay  hold  of  any  ftory  told  him  which  he  thought  would  anyway 
make  for  it.  An  inftance  hereof  is,  ^  that,  being  at  Rome,  and 
there  finding  a  ftatue  confecrated  to  ^  Simon  Sancus,  an  old 
femi-god  of  the  Sabines,  he  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  believe  it 
to  be  the  ftatue  of  Simon  Magus  ;  and  therefore,  in  his  fecond 
apology,  upon  no  better  foundation  than  this,  he  upbraids  the 
people  of  Rome  for  the  making  of  fuch  a  wretch  and  impoftor 
to  be  one  of  their  gods.  And  it  was  from  the  like  eafinefs  and 
credulity,  that,  being  fhewn  by  the  Jews  at  Alexandria  the 
ruins  of  fome  old  houfes  in  the  ifland  of  Pharus,  he  was  by 
them  made  believe,  that  they  were  the  remains  of  the  cells  in 
which,  they  told  him,  the  72  interpreters  made  their  verfion 
of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  into  Greek  by  the  command  of  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus,  king  of  Egypt ;  and  hereon  he  gives  us 
that  account  of  it  which  I  have  above  related.  But  Jerom,  who 
was  a  perfon  of  much  greater  learning,  and  far  more  judicious, 

rejefts 

•  Juftin.  in  Apologia  fccunda  pro  Chriflianis. 

b  Juftin.  in  Apologia  prima  proChriltianis,  Eufeb.in  Hift.  Ecclefiafta 
lib.  2.C.  13. 

*=  This  very  ftatue  was  lately  dug  up  nt  Rome,  with  this  infcrlption 

pn  it,  Senioni  Sanv,o  Deo  Fidio.   See  Vakfuis's  notes  oi\the  r3tU  chapter 
ff  the  id  book  oi  I'.uftbiua's  LcckiiaHical  Hiftoty. 
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rejeds  this  ftory  of  the  cells  with  that  fcorn  and  contempt 
which  it  feems  to  deferve.  His  words  are  :  =*  "  I  know  not 
**  what  author  he  was,  that,  by  his  lying,  firft  built  the  70 
"  cells  at  Alexandria,  in  which  the  70  elders  being  divided, 
^  wrote  the  fame  things;  feeing  neither  Arifteas,  who  was  one 
**  of  the  fame  Ptolemy's  guards,  nor  Jofephus,  who  lived  long 
*'  after  him,  fay  any  fuch  thing,  but  write,  that  they  conferred 
**  together  in  one  and  the  fame  room,  and  did  not  prophefy  ; 
**  for  to  be  a  prophet  is  one  thing,  and  to  be  an  interpreter  is 
**  another." 

VII.  Epiphanius's  account  of  the  making  of  this  verfion 
differing  from  all  the  reft,  feems  to  have  been  taken  from 
fome  other  hiftory  of  it  than  that  which  Jofephus  and  Eufe- 
bius  wrote  from.  It  is  probable  fome  Chriltian  writer,  after 
the  time  of  Juftin  Martyr,  might  have  collected  together  all 
that  he  found  written  or  faid  of  this  matter,  and  grafting  the 
xvhole  upon  the  old  Arilleas,  with  fuch  alterations  as  he 
thought  fit  to  make  in  it,  compofed  that  book,  which,  under 
the  name  of  Arifteas,  fell  into  Epiphanius's  hands,  and  that 
from  thence  he  took  all  that  he  writes  of  this  matter.  Ir  is 
certain,  that  the  Arifteas  which  Epiphanias  makes  ufe  of  was 
not  written  till  many  years  after  the  pretended  author  of  that 
book  muft  have  been  dead ;  for  the  fecond  letter  which  Epi- 
phanius,  out  of  him,  tells  us,  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  fent  to 
Eleazar,  begins  with  this  fentence  :  **  Of  an  hidden  treaiure, 
**  and  a  fountain  ftopped  up,  what  profit  can  there  be  in  either 
"  of  them  ?'*  which  is  taken  out  of  ^  the  book  of  Ecclefiaf- 
ticus  ;  but  that  book  was  not  publifhed  by  Siracides  *^  till  the 
year  before  Chrift  132,  which  was  115  years  after  the  death  of 
Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  by  whofe  command,  according  to  tliat 
author,  this  verfion  was  made.  And  it  alfo  feems  to  nie  as 
certain,  that  it  could  not  be  written  till  after  the  time  of  Juftin 
Martyr ;  for  all  that  is  faid  of  the  cells,  it  is  plain,  had  its  ori- 
ginal from  that  report  which  he  brought  back  from  Akxan- 
dria  concerning  them,  on  his  return  from  his  travels  to  that 
city.  '^  Epiphanius  retains  this  tale  of  his  of  the  cells,  but 
contrails  them  to  half  the  number:  for  he  makes  them  to  be 
but  36,  and  puts  two  interpreters  together  into  each  of  them* 
By  this  means  36  copies  are  made  to  fuffice  for  all  that  la- 

D  4  boured 

■  Prsefat.  ad  Pentateuchum,  et  in  Apologia  fccunda  contra  Ruffinum, 

b  Ecclefiafticus  xx.  30.  xli.  14. 

^  It  appears  by  the  preface  of  Siracides  to  his  book  of  Ecclefiafticus, 
that  he  came  not  into  Ej^ypt  (where  he  pubiilhed  that  book)  till  the 
38th  year  of  Ptolemy  Euergctes  ii.  which  was  the  year  before  Chrift 
232. 

<i  In  libro  de  Ponderibus  &  Msnfuris. 
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boured  in  this  work ;  whereas,  according  to  Juftin,  they  being 
ffiut  up  each  one  fingly  by  himfelf  in  his  feparate  cell,  there 
muft  have  been  as  many  copies  as  interpreters.  But  in  this 
they  do  not  fo  much  differ  from  each  other  as  both  do  from 
Arilleas:  for  he  faith,  that  they  brought  with  them  from  Jeru- 
falem  but  one  copy  in  all,  and  that  out  of  this  alone  they  made 
the  verfion  by  common  confult,  fitting  together  in  one  common 
hall,  and  there  carrying  on  andfinifhing  the  whole  work.  And 
this  one  copy,  Arifteas  faith,  was  written  in  letters  of  gold ; 
which  contradi6ls  an  ancient  conftitution  of  the  Jews,  whereby 
it  is  ordained  among  them,  *  That  the  law  is  never  to  be  writ- 
ten othcrwife  than  with  ink  only.  Epiphanius  moreover  faith, 
that,  befides  the  canonical  books,  there  were  fent  from  Jerufa- 
lem,  on  this  occafion,  72  apocryphal  books  ;  which  none  of  the 
reft  that  write  of  this  matter  before  him  make  any  mention  of. 
And,  of  thefe  72  books,  he  makes  22  only  to  have  been  tranf- 
lated  ;  whereas  he  feems  elfewhere  to  imply,  that  all  were 
tranflated  that  were  fent.  Thefe  contradictions,  uncertainties, 
and  various  accounts,  overthrow  the  credit  of  the  whole  ftory, 
and  plainly  prove  all  that  hath  been  delivered  to  us  concerning 
it  by  Arifteas,  Philo,  Juftin  Martyr,  Epiphanius,  and  their  fol- 
lowers, to  be  no  more  than  fable,  fi6tion,  and  romance,  v.'ithout 
any  other  foundation  for  it,  fave  only,  that,  in  the  reign  of 
Ptolenny  Philadelphus,  fuch  a  verfion  of  the  law  of  Mofes  was 
made  by  the  Alexandrian  Jews  into  the  Greek  language,  as  thofe 
authors  relate.     For, 

VIII.  Alexander,  on  his  building  of  Alexandria,  brought  a 
great  many  Jews  thither  to  help  to  plant  this  his  new  city,  as  ^ 
hath  been  already  mentioned;  and  Ptolemy  Soter,  after  his  death, 
having  fixed  the  feat  of  his  government  in  that  place,  and  fet  his 
heart  much  upon  the  augmenting  and  adorning  of  it,  ^  brought 
thither  many  more  of  this  nation  for  the  fame  purpofe ;  where, 
having  granted  unto  them  the  fame  privileges  with  the  Mace- 
donians and  other  Greeks,  they  foon  grew  to  be  a  great  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city ;  and  their  conftant  intercourfe  with 
the  other  citizens,  among  whom  they  were  there  mingled,  ha- 
ving neceflitated  them  to  learn  and  conftantly  ufe  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, that  happened  to  them  here  as  had  before  at  Babylon 
on  the  like  occafion,  that  is,  by  accufloming  themfelves  to  a 
foreign  language,  they  forgot  their  own  ;  and  therefore,  no 
longer  underftanding  the  Hebrew  language,  in  which  they  had 
been  hitherto  firft  read,  nor  the  Chaldec,  in  which  they  were 

after 

•  Vide  Shickardi  Mifhpat  Hammdec,  c.  t. 

t  Part  I.  book  7.  under  the  year  332. 

«  Jofcph.  Arti^.  lib.  la.  c.  i.  £:  ccntrs  Apionem,  lib.  5. 
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after  that  interpreted  in  every  fynagogue,  they  had  them  tranf- 
lated  into  Greek  ^  for  their  ufe,  that  this  verfion  might  ferve 
for  the  fame  purpofe  in  Alexandria  and  Egypt,  as  the  Chal- 
dee  paraphrafes  afterwards  did  in  Jerufalem  and  Judea.  And 
this  was  the  original  and  true  caufe  of  the  making  of  that 
Greek  verfion,  which  hath  fince,  from  the  fable  of  Arifteas, 
been  called  the  Septuagint:  for  that  fable,  from  the  firil  broach- 
ing of  it,  having  generally  obtained,  firft  among  the  Jews,  and 
afterwards  amoitg  the  Chnftians,  foon  caufed  that  this  jjarne 
was  given  to  that  verfion.  At  firft  the  law  only  was  tranllated: 
for  then  they  had  no  need  of  the  other  books  in  their  public  wor- 
fliip,  no  other  part  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  fave  th^  law  only, 
having  been  in  thofe  times  read  in  their  fynagogues,  ^  as  hath 
been  before  taken  notice  of.  But  afterward,  when  the  reading 
of  the  prophets  alfo  came  into  ufe  in  the  fynagogues  of  Judea, 
in  the  timeof  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  upon  the  occafion  ^  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  and  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  (who  in  thofe  times 
conformed  themfelves  to  the  ufages  of  Judea  and  Jerufalem  in  all 
matters  of  religion),  were  induced  hereby  to  do  the  fame,  this 
caufed  atranflation  of  the  prophets  alfo  to  be  there  made  into  the 
Greek  language,  in  like  manner  as  the  law  had  been  before. 
And  after  this  other  perfons  tranflated  the  reft  for  the  private 
ufe  of  the  fame  people:  and  fo  that  whole  verfion  was  completed 
which  we  now  call  the  Septuagint ;  and,  after  it  was  thus  made^ 
it  became  of  common  ufe  among  all  the  churches  of  the  Helle- 
niftical  Jews,  wherever  they  were  difperfed  among  the  Grecian 
cities,  iji.  That  the  law  only  was  at  firft  tranflated  into  Greek 
in  the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  all  that  firft  fpeak  of  this 
verfion,  /.  e,  ^  Arifteas,  Ariftobulus,  Philo,  and  Jofephus,  diredlly 
tell  us.    idlft  That  it  was  done  at  Alexandria,  the  Alexandrian 

dialeftj 

*  After  the  time  of  Ezra,  the  fcriptures  were  read  to  the  Jews  in  He- 
brew, and  interpreted  into  the  Chaldee  language  ;  but  at  Alex-indria, 
after  the  making  of  this  verfion,  it  was  interpreted  to  them  in  Greek  ; 
which  was  afterwards  dore  alfo  in  all  other  Grecian  cities  where  the 
Jews  became  difperfed.  And  from  hence  thofe  Jews  were  called  Helle- 
nifts,  or  Greciziug  Jews,  becaufe  they  ufed  the  Greek  language  in  their 
fynagogues;  and  by  that  name  they  were  diftinguifhed  from  the  Hebrew 
Jews,  who  ufed  only  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee  lang-uages  in  their  fyna- 
gogues. And  this  diftir.dion  we  find  made  between  them,  A<5l9  vi.  r.: 
for  the  word,  which  we  there  tranflate  Grecians,  is,  in  the  original, 
'EKKtivtravi  i.  e.  not  Grecians,  but  Helienifts,  that  is,  Grecizing  Jews,  fuch 
as  ufed  the  Grecian  langu.^ge  in  their  fynagogues.  And,  becaufe  herein 
they  differed  from  the  Hebrew  Jew?,  this  created  fome  differences  be- 
tween them,  and  made  a  fort  of  fchifm  among  them. 

*>  Part  I.  book  5. 

*=  Arifteas,  Ariftobulus,  and  Philo,  fay  the  law  only  was  tranflated  by 
the  LXX, ;  and  Jofephus  more  exprefsly  tells  us,  in  the  preface  to  his 
Antiquities,  that  they  did  not  tranflate  for  Ptolemy  tbe  whole  fcripturesj 
i)Ut  the  law  only. 
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diale£l,  which  appears  through  the  whole  verfion,  is  a  manifeft 
proof.  3^/f,  That  it  was  made  at  different  times,  and  by  dif- 
ferent perfons,  the  different  Ityles  in  which  the  different  books 
are  found  written,  the  different  ways  in  which  the  fame  Hebrew 
words  and  the  fame  Hebrew  phrafes  are  tranflated  in  different 
places,  and  the  greater  accuracy  with  which  fome  of  the  books 
are  tranflated  above  others,  are  a  full  demonllration. 

IX.  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  having  been  very  intent  upon  the 
augmenting  of  his  library,  and  repleniihing  it  with  all  manner 
of  books,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that,  as  foon  as  this  Greek 
verfion  was  made  at  Alexandria,  a  copy  of  it  was  put  into  that 
library,  and  there  continued,  till  that  noble  repofitory  of  learn- 
ing was  accidentally  burnt  by  Julius  Caefar  in  his  war  againll 
the  Alexandrians.     However,  it  feems  to  have  lain  there  in  a 
very  obfcure  manner,  none  of  the  Grecian  authors  now  extant, 
nor  any  of  the  ancient  Latins,  having  ever  taken  the  leaft  notice 
of  it ;  for  all  of  them,  in  what  they  write  of  the  Jews,  *  give  ac- 
counts of  them  fo  valtly  wide  of  what  is  contained  in  the  holy 
fcriptures,  as  fufficiently  fliew,  that  they  never  perufed  them, 
or  knew  any  thing  of  them.  There  are,  indeed,  out  of  £,upole- 
mus,  Abydenus,  and  other  ancient  writers  now  loft,  fome  frag« 
ments  flill  preferved  iu  Jofephus,  Eufebius,  aud  other  authors, 
which  fpeak  of  the  Jews  more  agreeable  to  the  fcriptural  hif- 
tory,  but  ftill  with  fuch  variations  ai;d  intermixtures  of  fal- 
iity,  that  none  of  thofe  remains,  excepting  only  what  we  find 
taken  out  of  Demetrius,  in  the  9th  bock  of  Eufebius  de  Prce^ 
paratione  Evaugelicaf  do  give  us  any  ground  to  believe,  that 
the  writers  of  them  ever  confulted  t'.ofe  books,  or  knew  any 
thing  of  them.    This  Demetrius  ^  was  an  hillorian  that  wrote 
in  Greek,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Alexandria,  where  he  compiled 
an  hiftory  of  the  Jews,  and  continued  it  down  to  the  reign  of 
the  4th  Prolemy,  who  was  Ptolemy  Philopater,  the  grandfon  of 
Philadelphus.  How  much  longer  after  this  it  was  that  he  lived 
is  not  any  where  faid.    He  having  written  fo  agreeably  to  the 
fcripture,  this  feems  to  prove  him  to  have  been  a  Jew.    How- 
ever, if  he  were  otherwife,  that  is,  not  a  Jew,  but  an  Heathen 
Greek,  that  no  Heathen  writer,  but  he  only,  fhould  make  ufe 
of  thofe  fcriptures,  after  they  had  been  tranflated  into  Greek, 
fufficiently  fhews,  how  much  that  copy  of  them  which  was  laid 
up  in  the  king's  library  at  Alexandria  was  there  neglefted,  and 
alfo  how  carefully  the  Jews,  who  were  the  firft  compofersof  this 

verfion, 

*  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Eclogis,  lib.  34.  &  40.  Juftin.  ex  Trogo.  lib.  36.  c.  a. 
Strabo,  lib.  i6.  T;»citus  Hift.  Hb.  5.  c.  1.  aliique. 

t'.ClenneDB  Alexandrinus.  Strom,  lib.  i.  Huronymus  in  Catalogoll- 
luftrium  Scriptorum,  c.  38.  Voffius  de  Hiftoricis  Grseci?,  lib.  3.  fub  li? 
tera  D. 
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verfion,  kept  and  confined  all  other  copies  of  it  to  their  ownufe. 
They  had  the  ftated  leflbns  read  out  of  it  in  their  fynagogues, 
and  they  had  copies  of  it  at  home  for  their  private  ufe,  and  thus 
they  feem  to  have  referved  it  wholly  to  themfelves  till  our  Savi- 
our's time.  But  after  that  time  the  gofpel  having  been  propa- 
gated to  all  nations,  this  verfion  of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  was 
propagated  with  it  among  all  that  ufed  the  Greek  tongue,  and  it 
became  no  longer  locked  up  among  the  Helleniftical  Jews,  but 
copies  of  it  were  difperfed  into  all  mens  hands  that  defiied  it; 
and  hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that,  after  our  Saviour's  time,  many 
of  the  Heathen  writers,  as  Celfus,  Porphyry,  and  others, became 
well  acquainted  with  the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures,  though  we 
find  fcarce  any,  or  rather  none  of  them,  were  fo  before. 

X.  As  Chriftianity  grew,  fo  alfo  did  the  credit  and  ufe  of  the 
Greek  verfion  of  the  Old  Teftament  fcriptures.  The  evange- 
lills  and  apoftles,  who  were  the  holy  penmen  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament fcriptures,  all  quoted  out  of  it,  and  fo  did  all  the  primi- 
tive fathers  after  them.  *  All  the  Greek  churches  ufed  it,  and 
theLatins  had  no  other  copy  of  thofe  fcriptures  in  their  language, 
till  Jerom's  time,  but  what  was  tranflated  from  it.  Whatfoever 
comments  were  written  on  any  part  of  them,  this  was  always 
the  text,  and  the  explications  were  made  according  to  it.  And 
when  other  nations  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  and  had  thofe 
fcriptures  tranflated  for  their  ufe  into  their  feveral  languages, 
thefe  verfions  were  all  made  from  the  Septuagint,  as  thelllyrian, 
the  Gothic,  the  Arabic,  the  Ethiopic,  the  Armenian,  and  the  Sy- 
riac.  There  was  indeed  an  ^  eld  Syriac  verfion  tranflated  irnme- 
diately  from  the  Hebrew  original,  which  is  ftill  in  being,  and  at 
this  time  made  ufe  of  by  all  the  Syrian  churches  in  theEafl:.  But 
befides  this  there  was  'another  Sjriac  verfion  of  the  fame  fcrip- 
tures, which  was  made  from  the  Septuagint.  The  former  was 
made,  if  not  in  the  apoftle's  time,  yet  very  foon  after,  for  theufe 
of  the  Syrian  churches,  and  it  is  ftill  ufed  in  them;  but  this  latter 
was  not  made  till  about  600  years  after  the  other,  and  is  at  this 
time  extant  in  fome  of  thofe  churches  where  they  are  both  ufed 
promifcuoufly  together,  that  is,  as  well  the  one  as  the  other.  Of 
the  antiquity  of  the  old  Syriac  verfion,  theMaronites,  and  other 
Syrian  Chriftians,  do  much  brag;  for  they  will  have  it,  that  it 
was  made,  one  part  of  it  by  the  command  of  Solomon,  for  the 
life  of  Hirom,  king  of  Tyre,  and  the  other  part,(that  is,  that  part 
whereof  the  original  was  written  after  the  time  of  Solomon)  by 
the  command  of  Abagarus,  king  of  Edefla,  who  lived  in  our  Sa- 
viour's time.  The  chief  argument  which  they  bring  for  this 
is,  that  St  Paul,  in  the  4th  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Ephe- 

fians, 

*  Vide  Waltoni  Prolegom.  c.  9.  J  i.    Hoddium,  lib.  3.  part  1. 

^  Vide  Waltoni  Prolegom.  c,  13.   Du  Pin,  Simonium,  aliofque> 
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ftans,  ver.  8.  quoting  a  paffage  out  of  the  68th  pfalm,  ver.  i8. 
makes  his  quotation  of  it,  not  according  to  the  Septuagint,  nor 
according  to  the  Hebrew  original,  but  according  to  the  Syriac 
verfion ;  for  in  that  only  is  it  found  fo  as  he  quotes  it ;  and  there- 
fore, fay  they,  this  quotation  was  taken  out  of  it,  and  confe- 
quently  this  verfion  muft  have  been  made  before  his  time.  The 
words  of  that  paffage,  as  quoted  by  St  Paul,  are,  He  led  capti- 
vity  capti'ue,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  But  the  latter  part  of  it 
is  neither  according  to  the  Septuagint  verlion  of  that  pfalm,  nor 
according  to  trie  Hebrew  original,  but  according  to  the  Syriac 
verfion  only.  For,  according  to  the  two  former,  the  quotation 
mud  have  been,  And  received  gifts  for  men  ;  and  according  to 
the  latter  only  is  it  in  tliat  text  of  the  pfaln)ift  fo  as  St  Paul 
quotes  it.  But  this  rather  proves,  that  the  Syriac  verfion  in 
that  paffage  of  the  pfalmift  v/as  formed  according  to  St  PauPs 
quotation,  than  that  St  Paul's  quotation  was  taken  from  that 
verfion.  It  is  certain  this  verfion  ^  was  very  ancient.  It  was  in 
all  likelihood  made  within  the  firft  century  after  Chrift,  and 
had  for  its  author  fome  Chriftian  of  the  Jewifli  nation  that  was 
thoroughly  fkilied  in  both  languages,  that  is,  in  the  Hebrew, 
as  well  as  in  the  Syriac;  for  it  is  very  accurately  done,  and 
expreffeth  the  fenfe  of  the  original  with  greater  exadnefs  than 
any  other  verlion  which  hath  been  made  of  thofe  fcriptures  (I 
am  fpeaking  of  the  Old  Teflament)  at  any  time  before  the  re* 
vival  of  learning  in  thefe  lafl  ages ;  and  therefore,  as  it  is  (ex- 
cepting only  the  Septuagint,  and  the  Chaldee  paraphrafes  of  On- 
kelos  on  the  Law,  and  Jonathan  on  the  prophets)  the  oldefl 
tranflation  that  we  have  of  any  part  of  thofe  fcriptures,  fo  is  it 
the  beit  without  any  exception  at  all,  that  has  been  made  of 
them  by  the  ancients  into  any  language  whatfoever.  And  this 
iaft  character  belongs  to  it  in  rerpe6t  of  the^ew  Teflament,  as 
well  as  of  the  Old.  And  therefore,  of  all  the  ancient  verfions 
which  are  now  confulted  by  Chriftians,  for  the  belter  under- 
flanding  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  as  well  of  theNewTeftament  as 
of  the  Old,  none  can  better  ferve  this  end,  than  this  old  Syriac 
verffon,  when  carefully  confulted,  and  well  underflood.  And 
to  this  purpofe  the  very  nature  oF  the  language  much  helpeth ; 
for  it  having  been  the  mother  tongue  of  thofe  who  wrote  the 
New  Tellaraent,  and  a  diale6l  of  that  in  which  the  Old  was 
firft  given  unto  us,  many  things  of  both  are  more  happily  ex- 
preffed  in  it  through  this  whole  verfion,  than  can  well  be  done 
in  any  other  language.     But  to  return  to  the  Septuagint. 

XI.  As  this  verfion  grew  into  ufe  among  the  Chri^ians,  it 
grew  out  of  credit  with  the  Jews:  for  they  being  {inched  in 

many 

•  Sec  Dr  Pocock's  Preface  to  hie  Commentary  on  Micih. 
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many  particulars  urged  again  ft  them  by  the  Chriftians  out  of 
this  verfion,  for  the  evading  hereof  they  entered  into  the  fame 
defign  againft  the  Septuagint  verlion,  that,  in  the  laft  age,  the 
Englifh  Papifts  ^  of  Doway  and  Rheims  did  againft  our  Eng- 
lifti  verfion,  that  is,  they  were  for  making  a  new  one  that 
might  better  ferve  their  purpofe.  The  perfon  who  undertook 
this  work  was  Aquila,  a  profeljte  Jew  of  SInope,  a  city  of 
Pontus.  ''  He  had  been  bred  up  in  the  heathen  religion,  and 
had  much  addifted  himfelf,  while  of  it,  to  magic  and  judicial 
aftrology  ;  but  being  very  much  affedled  with  the  miracles 
which  he  faw  the  profeflbrs  of  the  Chriftian  religion  did  work 
in  his  time,  he  became  a  convert  to  it  upon  the  fame  foot  as 
Simon  Magus  had  formerly  been,  that  is,  out  of  an  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  power  thereby  of  doing  the  fame  works. 
But  not  being  able  to  attain  thereto,  as  not  having  fufficient 
faith  and  fincerity  for  fo  great  a  gift,  he  went  on  with  his  ma» 
gic  and  judicial  aftrology,  endeavouring  thereby  to  bewitch. 
the  people,  and  make  himfelf  thought  fome  great  one  among 
them ;  which  evil  practices  of  his  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  governors  of  the  church,  they  admoniflied  him  againft. 
them,  and,  on  his  refufal  to  obey  their  admonitions,  excom- 
municated him  ;  at  which  being  very  much  exafperated,  he 
apoftatifed  to  the  Jews,  was  circumcifed,  and  became  a  pro- 
felyte  to  their  religion :  and,  for  his  better  inftrudion  herein, 
got  "^  himfelf  admitted  into  the  fchool  of  Rabbi  Akiba,  the 
moft  celebrated  dodor  of  the  Jewiih  law  in  his  time,  and, 
under  him,  he  made  fuch  a  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  Jewifti  language,  and  thofe  holy  fcriptures  that  were  writ- 
ten in  it,  that  he  was  thought  fufficient  for  this  work,  and  ac« 
cordingly  undertook  it,  and  '^  made  two  editions  thereof;  the 
firft  he  publiftied  in  the  *=  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  Adrian, 
the  Roman  emperor,  which  was  the  year  of  our  Lord  128, 
But  afterwards  having  revifed  it,  and  made  it  more  cor vt6t,. 
he  publiftied  the  fecond  edition  of  it.  And  ^  this  the  Hellenif- 
tical  Jews  received,  and  afterwards  ufed  it  every  where,  in- 
ftead  of  the  Septuagint;  and  therefore  this  Greek  tranflation 

is 

■  The  Rhemifii  Teftament  was  pubUlhed  A.  D.  1600 ;  the  Doway 
verfion  of  the  Old  Teftament,  4to,  1609:  both  in  oppofitioa  to  the 
Knglifh  Bible  ufed  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time. 

;  t>  Epiphanius  de  Ponderibusct'Menfuris.  Synopfis  Sacr<s  Scriptursr, 
Athanatio'afcripta.  Euthymius  in  Piaefatione  ad  Comment,  in  Pfal- 
mos.  Vide  etiam.de  co  Ulferii  Syntagfna  de  Verfione  LXX  Interpre- 
turn,  c.  5.  Se.  6.  Waltoni  Prolegomena,  c.  9. ;  ct  Hoddium,  lib.  4.  c^  i> 

^  Hieroja^mus  in  Comment,  ad  El'aias  Cap.  iv. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Comment  ad  Eztk.  Cap.  iv. 

^  Epiphanius  in  libro  de  Ponderibus  et  Menfurls. 

f  Philaitrius  Hssref.  9c.    Origen.in  Kpiftola  ad  Afrlcanutn, 
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is  often  made  mention  of  in  the  Talmud,  but  ^  the  Septuagint 
never.  And  in  this  ufe  of  it  they  continued  till. the  finifhing 
and  publilhing  of  both  the  Talmuds.  After  that  time  the  no- 
tion grew  among  them,  that  the  fcriptures  ought  not  to  be 
read  in  any  of  their  fynagogues,  but  in  the  old  form,  that  is, 
in  the  Hebrew  firft,  and  then,  by  way  of  interpretation,  in  the 
Chaldee,  according  to  the  manner  as  I  have  already  defcribed 
it ;  and  the  decrees  of  the  doctors  were  urged  for  this  way.  But 
the  Helleniftical  Jews,  after  fo  long  ufe  of  a  Greek  verfion,  not 
eafily  coming  into  this,  it  caufed  great  divifions  and  dillurbances 
among  th^m ;  for  the  quieting  of  which,  Juftinian  the  empe- 
ror ^  publilhed  a  decree,  which  is  ftill  extant  among  his  novel 
conftitutions,  whereby  he  ordained,  that  the  Jews  might  read 
the  fcriptures  in  their  fynagogues,  either  in  the  Greek  ver- 
fion of  the  LXXII,  or  in  that  of  Aquila,  or  in  any  other  lan- 
guage, according  to  the  country  in  which  they  fhould  dwell. 
But  the  Jewifh  dodors  having  determined  otherwife,  their  de- 
crees obtained  againfl  the  emperor's ;  and,  within  a  little  while 
after,  both  the  Septuagint  and  the  verfion  of  Aquila  became 
rejefted  by  them:  and,  ever  fince,  the  folemn  reading  of  the 
fcriptures  among  them  in  their  public  affemblies  hath  been ^  in 
the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee  languages. 

Not  long  after  the  time  of  Aquila,  there  were  two  other 
Greek  verfions  made  of  the  fame  fcriptures ;  '^  the  firft  by 
Theodotion,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Commodus,  the  Roman 
emperor,  and  '^  the  other  by  Symmachus,  who  flourifhed  a 
little  after  him,  in  the  reigns  of  Severus  and  Caracalla.  The 
former,  according  ^  to  fome,  was  of  Sinope  in  Pontus  ;  but, 
according  ^  to  others,  of  Ephefus.  They  who  would  recon- 
cile this  matter  fay,  he  was  of  the  former  by  birth,  and  of  the 
other  by  habitation.  The  latter  was  s  a  Samaritan,  and  bred 
up  in  that  feci,  but  afterwards  he  became  ^  a  Chriftian  of  ths 
fed  of  the  Ebionites ;  and  Theodotion  having  been  of  the  fame 
profeffion  before  him,  hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  they  were  by 
fome,  both  of  them,  faid  to  have  been  profelytes  to  Judaifra  ; 
for  the  herefy  of  the  Ebionites  approached  nearer  the  religion 

of 

*  Lightfoot  in  Primam  Epiftolam  ad  Corinthios,  c.  9. 
^  Novel,  146.     Photii  Nomocar.on  XII.  3. 

"^  The  Chaldee  is  ufed  in  fome  of  their  fynagogues  even  to  this  day, 
as  particularly  at  Francfort  in  Germany. 

d  Epiphanius  in  Libro  de  Ponderibus  et  Mcnfuris. 

*  Epiphanius,  ibid. 

f  Irenseus  Hoeref.  Jib.  3.  c.  14.    Syncpfis  facrs  Scripture,  Athanafio 
afcripta. 

*  Epiphanius,  ibid. 

»» Enfebius  in  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  6.  c.  17.  et  Deraonftrat.  Evang.  lib.  7. 
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of  the  Jews  than  that  of  the  orthodox  Chriftians.  They  ^  pro- 
fefled  indeed  to  believe  on  Chrift  as  the  true  Meffiah,  but  held 
him  to  be  no  more  than  a  mere  man,  and  thought  themfelves 
Hill  under  the  obligation  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  therefore 
were  circumcifed,  and  obferved  all  the  other  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies of  the  Jewifh  religion;  and,  for  this  reafon,  they  had  com- 
monly the  name  of  Jews  given  them  by  the  orthodox  Chrif- 
tians :  and  hence  it  is,  that  we  find  both  thefe  perfons,  as  ha- 
ving been  of  that  heretical  fedl,  fometimes  branded  with  the 
name  of  Jews  by  the  ancient  writers  of  the  church.  They  both 
of  them  undertook  the  making  of  their  verfions  with  the  fame 
defigo  as  Aquila  did,  although  not  wholly  for  the  fame  end  : 
for  they  all  three  entered  on  this  work  for  the  perverting  of 
the  OldTeftament  fcriptuies;  but  Aquila  did  it  for  the  ferving 
of  the  intereft  of  the  Jewifli  religion,  the  other  two  for  the 
ferving  of  the  intereft  of  that  heretical  fed  which  they  were  of; 
and  all  of  them  wrefted«thofe  holy  writings,  in  their  verfions 
of  them,  as  much  as  they  could,  to  make  them  fpeak  for  the 
different  ends  which  they  propoCed.  There  is  fome  difpute, 
which  of  the  two  later  verfions  was  firft  made.  Symmachus's 
verfion  is  firft  in  the  order  of  columns  in  the  Hexapla  of  Ori« 
gen  ;  and  this  hath  made  fome  think,  that  it  was  firft  alfo  in 
the  order  of  time.  But  if  this  were  an  argument  of  any  force, 
it  would  prove  his  verfion,  and  Aquila's  alfo,  to  have  been  made 
before  the  Septuagint;  for  they  are  both,  in  the  order  of  thofe 
columns,  placed  before  it.  ^  Irenseus  quotes  Aquila,  and  alfo 
Theodotion,  but  fays  nothing  of  that  of  Symmachus;  which 
fufficiently  proves,  that  both  their  verfions  were  extant  in  his 
time,  but  not  that  of  the  other. 

Thefe  three  interpreters  took  three  diiFerent  ways  in  the 
making  of  their  verfions.  Aquila  <^  ftuck  clofely  and  fervilely  to 
the  letter,  rendering  word  for  word,  as  nearly  as  he  couldj> 
whether  the  idioms  and  proprieties  of  the  language  he  made  his 
verfion  into,  or  the  true  fenfe  of  the  text  would  bear  it  or  no. 
Hence  his  verfion  is  faid  to  be  rather  a  good  dictionary  to  give 
the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew  words,  than  a  good  interpretation 
to  unfold  unto  us  the  fenfe  of  the  text ;  and  therefore  Jerom 
commends  him  much  in  the  former  refped,  and  as  often  con- 
demns him  in  the  latter.      Symmachus  ^  took   a   contrary 

courfe, 

*  Eufebius,  ibid. 

b  Lib.  ^  c.  24. 

*^  Epiphanius  de  Ponderibus  et  Menfuris.  Oripen.  in  Epift.  ad  Afri- 
canum.  Hieronymusin  Prsefat.  ad  Chronica  Eufebiana  ;  et  in  Praefat. 
ad  Librum  Job  ;  et  in  Trad:at.  de  optimoGenere  interpretandi. 

<i  Hieroi.ymus  in  Prxfatione  ad  Chronica  Eufebiana,  et  in  Comment, 
ad  Aq;ios,  c.  3. 
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courfe,  and,  running  into  the  other  extreme,  endeavoured  only 
to  exprefs  what  he  thought  was  the  true  fenfe  of  the  text, 
without  having  much  regard  to  the  words;  whereby  he  made 
his  verfion  rather  a  paraphrafe  than  an  exa(5t  tranflation. 
Theodotion  *  went  the  middle  way  between  both,  without 
keeping  himfelf  too  fervilelj  to  the  words,  or  going  too  far 
from  them  ;  but  endeavoured  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the  text 
in  fuch  Greek  words  as  would  beft  fuit  the  Hebrew,  as  far 
as  the  different  idioms  of  the  two  languages  would  bear. 
And  his  taking  this  middle  way  between  both  thefe  ex- 
tremes, is,  I  reckon,  the  chief  reafon  why  fome  have  thpught 
he  lived  after  both  the  other  two,  becaufe  he  corrected  that 
in  whieh  the  other  two  have  erred.  But  this  his  method 
might  happen  to  lead  him  to,  without  his  having  any  fuch 
view  in  it,  Theodotion's  verfion  had  the  preference  with  all 
except  the  Jews,  who  adhered  to  that  of  Aquila  as  long  as 
they  ufed  any  Greek  verfion  at  all.  And  therefore,  when 
the  ancient  Chriftians  found  the  Septuagint  verfion  of  Daniel 
too  faulty  to  be  ufed  in  their  churches,  ^  they  took  Theodo- 
tion's  verfion  of  that  book  into  their  Greek  bibles  inftead 
of  it ;  and  there  it  hath  continued  ever  fince.  And  for  the 
fame  reafon,  *^  Origen,  in  his  Hexapla,  where  he  fupplies  out 
of  the  Hebrew  original  what  was  drfeftive  in  the  Septua- 
tuagint,  doth  it  moftly  according  to  the  verfion  of  Theodo- 
tion. 

All  thefe  *•  four  different  Greek  verfions  Origen  coUedled 
together  in  one  volume,  placing  them  in  four  diftinft  columns, 
one  over  againfl  the  other  all  in  the  fame  page;  and  from  hence 
this  edition  was  called  the  Tetrapla,  2.  e.  the  fourfold  edition. 
In  the  firtl  column  of  this  edition  was  placed  the  verfion  of 
Aquila,  in  the  fecond  that  of  Symmachus,  in  the  third  the 
verlion  of  the  Septuagint,  and  in  the  lafl  that  of  Theodotion, 
Some  time  after  he  publifhed  another  edition,  wherein  he  add- 
ed two  other  columns  in  the  beginning,  and  two  others  alfo  in 
the  end  of  the  fame  page;  and  this  was  called  the  Hexapla,  /.  e, 
the  fixfold  edition,  and  fometimes  the  0£lapla,  that  is,  the 

eightfold 

»  Hieronymus  in  Praefationc  ad  Chronica  Eufebiana,  et  in  Praefationc 
ad  Libriin)  Job,  et  alibi  faepius. 

b  liierorymus  in  Piaefatione  ad  Vcrfionein  Danielis,  etin  Praefationc 
ad  Comment,  in  Dauielem,  et  alibi. 

«  ilieroiiymus  in  Prasfatione  ad  Pentat.  et  in  Prtsfatione  ad  Libroa 
Varalipom.  et  in  Epiftola  ad  Auguftinum,  tt  alibi  in  operibus  fuis. 

<J  Epiphanius  de  Poaderibus  et  Mcnluris.  liieronymus  in  Prsci'ationc 
ad  Libroi  Paralipom.    Eufebii  Ilift.  Ecckf,  lib.  6.  c.  16. 
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eightfold.     In  ^  the  firil  column  of  this  edition  was  placed  the 
Hebrew  text  in  Hebrew  letters,  and  in  the  fecond  the  fame  He- 
brew text  in  Greek  letters,  in  the  third  the  Greek  veriion  of 
Aquila,  in  the  fourth  that  of  Sjmmachus,  in  the  fifth  that  of 
the  Septuagint,  in  the  fixth  that  of  Theodotion,  in  the  feventh 
that  which  was  called  the  fifth  Greek  verfion,  and  in  the  eight 
the  fixth  Greek  verfion ;  and  after  all  thefe  columns,  in  lome 
parts  of  this  edition,  was  added  a  ninth,  in  which  was  placed 
that  which  they  called  the  feventh  verfion.    The  fifth  and  fixth 
were  not  of  the  whole  Old  Teflament,  but  only  of  fome  parts 
of  it.    The  law,  and  feveral  other  of  the  books  of  thefe  fcrip- 
tures,  were  wanting  in  both  thefe  verfiotis  :  and  therefore  this 
edition  began  only  with  fix  columns,  and  the  other  columns  were 
added  there  only  where  thefe  other  verfions  began.  And  hence 
it  is,  that  this  edition  is  called  fometimes  the  Hexapla,  in  re- 
fpe6l  of  that  part  of  it  where  there  were  only  fix  columns,  and 
fometimes  the  06tapla,  in  refpect  of  that  part  of  it  where  there 
were  eight  columns :  for  the  Hexapla  and  the  06tapla  were  one 
and  the  fame  work,  which   in    fome  parts  of  it  had  only  fix 
columns,  and  in  others  eight,  and  in  fome  nine.    In  refped  of 
the  two  former  it  was  called  Hexapla  and  Oclapla,  but  never 
Enneapla  (i.  e.  the  ninefold)  in  refpedt  of  the  lafl :    for  that 
lafl  containing  only  a  fmall  part,   and,  as  fome  fay,  no  more 
than  the  pfalms,  no  regard  was  had  to  it,  in  the  name  given  to 
the  whole  work.     ^  In  this  edition  Origen  altered  the  order  of 
feveral   parts  of  the  Septuagint,  where  it   differed  from  the 
Hebrew  original :  for  whereas  ^  feveral  paiTages  in  that  ver- 
fion,  efpecially  in  Jeremiah,  were  inverted,  tranfpofed,  and 
put  into  a  different  order  from  what  they  are  in  the  Hebrew^ 
it  w^as  necefTary  for  him  to  reduce  them  again  to  the  fame  or- 
der with  it  for  the  making  this  edition  aniwer  the  end  he  pro- 
pofed:    for  his  end  herein  being,  that  the  differences  between 
all  the  verfions  and  the  original  might  be  the  more  eafily  feen, 
in  order  to  the  making  of  that  veriion  the  more  corred  and 
perfecl  which  was  in  ufe  through  the  whole  Greek  church,  he 
found  it  neceflary  to  make  the  whole  anfwer  line  for  line  in  eve- 
ry column,  that  all  might  appear  the  more  readily  to  the  view 
of  the  reader;  which  could  not  be  done  without  reducing  all  to 
Vol.  III.  E  the 

^  Eufebius  Sc  Epiphanius,  ibid.  I-Iieronymus  in  Comment,  in  Epil^o- 
lam  PauH  ?d  Titum,  8c  in  Epiftob.  ad  Vincentium  Sc  Gallienum  Sc  ali- 
bi.   Videas  etiam  de  hac  re  Waltonum,  Hodriium,  &  Simonium. 

b  Vide  de  hac  re  UfTerii  Syntagma  de  Grceca  LXX.  Interpretum  Ver- 
fione,  c.  9.  Morini  Exercitationes  Bibiic?.s,  part  i.  3c  Hoddium  da 
Textibus  Bibliorum  Onginalibns,  lib.  4.  c.  2.  §  15. 

*=  Origen.  in  Kpiflota  ad  Africanum.  Hieronynus  in  Prasf.itlone  a-l 
Jeremiam, 
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the  fame  uniform  order:  and  that  of  the  original, 
in  which  all  was  firft  written,  was  the  propereft 
to  be  followed. 

The  ^  fifth  and  fixth  edition  above  mentioned 
were  found,  the  one  of  them  at  Nicopolis,  a  city- 
near  Allium  in  Epirus,  in  the  reign  of  Caracalla, 
and  the  other  at  Jericho  in  Judea,  in  the  reign  of 
Alexander  Severus.  Where  the  feventh  was 
found,  or  who  was  the  author  of  this  or  of 
the  other  two,  is  no  where  faid.  The  firfl  of 
thefe  three  contained  the  minor  prophets,  the 
Pfalms,  the  Canticles,  and  the  book  of  Job  ;  the 
fecond  the  ^  minor  prophets  and  the  Canticles  ; 
and  the  third,  according  to  feme,  only  the  Pfalms. 
But  very  uncertain,  and,  in  fome  particulars, 
very  contradi6lory  accounts  being  given  of  thefe 
three  laft  verfions,  and  the  matter  being  of  no 
moment,  fince  they  are  now  all  iofl;  it  will  be  of 
no  ufe  to  make  any  further  inquiry  concerning 
them.  How  the  whole  was  difpofed  in  this  edi- 
tion of  Origen's  will  be  bed  underftood  by  this 
fcheme. 

All  the  laft  three  verfions,  as  w^eil  as  the  other 
three,  of  Aquila,  Symmachus,  and  Theodotion, 
Origen  publifiied  in  this  edition  as  he  found 
them.  But  the  Septuagint,  which  was  in  the 
fifth  column,  being  that  for  the  fake  of  which  he 
publi filed  all  the  reft,  he  beftowed  much  more 
pains  upon  it,  to  make  it  as  correct  and  perfeft  as 
he  could  :  for  ^  the  copies  of  it,  which  in  his  time 
went  about  for  common  ufe  among  the  Hellenif- 
tical  Jews  and  Chriftians,  and  were  then  read  by 
both  in  their  public  afiemblies,  as  well  as  in  pri- 
vate at  home,  were  then  very  much  corrupted, 
through  the  miftakes  and  negligence  of  tranfcri- 
bers,  whofe  hands,  by  often  tranfcription,  it  had 
new  long  gone  through  :  and  therefore,  to  remedy 
this  evil,  he  applied  himielf  with  great  care,  by 
examining  and  collating  of  many  copies,  to  cor- 

''a 

^  Eufeb.  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  6.  c  i6.  Epiphanius  de  Pon- 
deribus  &  Menfuris.  Hieronymus.  Auftor  Synopfis  Sa- 
cras  SciiptuiEE,  aliique. 

^  Hieronymus  citat  earn  verfionem  in  his  libris,  nemo 
in  aliis. 

^  Crimen,  in  Matthsum  editlonis  Iluetiarse,  torn.  i. 
p.  2^1. 
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re6t  all  the  errors  that  had  this  way  crept  into,  this  verfion, 
and  reflore  it  again  to  its  primitive  perfeftion.  And  that  copy 
which  he  had  thus  reftored  l\e  placed  in  his  Hexapln,  in  the 
fifth  column  ;  which  being  generally  reputed  to  be  the  true 
and  perfe6l  copy  of  the  Septuagint,  the  other  copy  that  went 
about  in  common  ufe  was,  in  contradiftinftion  to  it,  called  the 
^  common  or  vulgar  edition.  And  his  labour  refted  not  here: 
for  he  not  only  endeavoured,  by  comparing  many  different  co- 
pies and  editions  of  it,  to  clear  it  from  the  errors  of  tranfcri- 
bers,  but  alfo,  by  comparing  it  with  the  Hebrew  original,  to 
clear  it  from  the  miftakes  of  the  firft  compofers  alfo  ;  for 
many  fuch  he  found  in  it,  not  only  by  omiffions  and  additions, 
but  alfo  by  wrong  interpretations  made  in  it  by  the  firfl  au- 
thors of  this  verlion.  The  law,  which  was  the  moil  exactly 
tranflated  of  all,  had  many  of  thefe,  but  the  other  parts  a 
great  many  more.  All  wliich  lie  endeavoured  to  corredl  in 
fuch  manner,  as  to  leave  the  original  text  of  the  Septuagint 
ilill  entire,  as  it  came  out  of  the  hands  of  the  firft  tranflators, 
without  any  alterations,  additions,  or  defalcations  in  it;  in  or- 
der whereto  t>  he  made  ufe  of  four  marks,  called  obeliiks, 
afteriiks,  lemnilks,  and  hypolemnifks,  which  were  then  in 
ufe  among  the  grammarians  of  thofe  times,  and  put  them 
into  that  edition  of  his  corrected  verfion  of  the  Septuagint 
which  he  placed  in  his  Hexapla.  The  obelilk  was  a  ftraight 
ftroke  of  the  pen,  refembling  the  form  of  a  fmall  fpit,  or  the 
blade  of  a  rapier,  as  thus  (  •— )  ;  and  thence  it  had  the  name 
of  0«£A<o-Ko?,  in  Greek,  which  lignifieth,  in  that  language,  a  fmall 
fpit,  and  alfo  the  blade  of  a  fword  :  the  afterift:  v/as  a  fmall 
Itar,  as  thus  (*),  and  was  fo  called,  becaufe  in  Greek  that 
word  thus  (ignifieth  :  the  lemnilk  was  a  ftraight  line  drawn 
between  two  points,  as  thus  (-7-)  :  and  the  hypolemnifk,  a 
ftraight  line  with  one  point  under  it,  as  thus  {-r-J.  By  the 
obelilk  he  pointed  out  what  was  in  the  text  of  the  Septuagint 
to  be  expunged,  as  that  which  was  redundant  over  and  above 
what  was  in  the  text  of  the  Hebrew  original.  By  the  afterifk 
he  fhewed  what  was  to  be  added  to  it,  to  fupply  thofe  places 
where  he  found  it  deficient  of  what  was  in  the  original.  And 
thefe  fupplements  he  made  to  it  moftly  according  ^  to  the  ver- 

E  2  fton 

*  Hieronymusin  Epiiloh  ad  Suniam  et  Fretelam. 

^  Epiph.inius  de  Ponderibus  et  Menfuris.  Hieronymns  in  Frolo;?o 
ad  Oentrfin,  et  in  Fra^Fatione  ad  librum  Pf^lmorum,  et  in  Prcsfatione  ad 
libros  Paraiipom.  et  in  PrGefatione  ad  librcs  Solomonis,  et  in  libro  fe- 
cundoadverlus  Ruflinum. 

^  Piieronymus  in  Prologo  ?.d  Genefm,  tt  in  Pr^fatione  nd  librum 
Job,  et  in  libro  fccundo  adverfus  Ruffinurr,  et  in  Epiftola  74.  ad  Au- 
guitinum. 


.*» 
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(ion  of  Theodotion,  and  only  where  that  could  not  ferve  to 
this  purpofe  did  he  make  ufe  of  the  other  verfions.  The  lem- 
nifks  and  hypolemnifks  he  feemeth  to  have  ufed  to  mark  out 
unto  us  where  the  original  interpreters  w^ere  miftaken  in  the 
fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  words.  But  how  thefe  marks  ferved 
to  this  end  the  accounts  which  we  have  of  them  are  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  give  us  a  clear  notion.  To  fhew  how  far  the  redun- 
dancies went  that  were  marked  with  obelilks,  and  how  far 
the  additions  that  were  marked  with  the  afterifks,  another 
mark  was  made  ufe  of  by  him  in  this  edition,  ^  which  in  fome 
copies  were  two  points,  as  thus  (:),  or  elfe  in  others^  the  head 
of  a  dart  inverted,  as  thus  (4-);  and  by  thefe  marks  was  point- 
ed out  where  the  faid  redundancies  and  additions  ended,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  by  the  obelilks  and  aileriiks  was  where  they 
begun,  as  thus  C*  >9  xvrog,  or  thus-— — >^  xvTog  |>.  But  all  this 
he  did  without  making  any  alteration  in  the  original  verfion  of 
the  Septuagint :  for,  ^  taking  out  all  thefe  marks,  with  thofe 
fupplements  which  were  added  under  the  afterifks,  there  re- 
mained the  true  and  perfe£l:  edition  of  the  Septuagint,  as 
publifhed  by  the  firft  tranflators  ;  and  tins  was  that  which 
"U^as  called  Origen's  edition,  as  being  corre£ted  and  reformed 
by  him  in  the  manner  as  I  have  faid.  This  was  a  work  of  in- 
finite labour,  v/hich  gained  him  the  name  of  '^  Adam?ntius, 
and  was  alfo  of  as  great  benefit  to  the  church.  It  is  not  cer- 
tainly faid  when  he  finidied  it ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  230,  which  was  four  years  before  his 
death.  The  original  copy,  when  cor^pleted,  was  laid  up  in 
the  library  of  the  church  of  Gefarea  in  Paleftine,  where  ^ 
Jerom,  many  years  after,  confulted  it,  and  wrote  out  a  tran- 
fcript  from  it.  But  the  troubles  and  perfecutions  which  the 
church  fell  under  in  thofe  times  feem  to  have  been  the  caufe 
that,  after  it  was  placed  in  the  library,  it  lay  there  in  ob- 
fcurity  about  50  years  witliout  being  taken  notice  of ;  till 
at  length,  being  found  there  by  Pamphilus  and  Eufebius, 
they  wrote  out  copies  of  it ;  and,  from'  that  time,  the  ufe 
and  excellency  of  it  being  made  known,  it  became  difperfed 

to 

''  llicron^-mus  in  Pin^rntlore  nd  librnm  PfHlmorum. 

''  Vide  Gnecp-m  vei  liotiem  Ubri  Jolhu^e  a  Mafio  cditam. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Epifiiol.i  74.  ad  Auguftinum. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Epiltoh  ad  Marcellann.    For  Adamrintinus,  as  ap- 
plied to  him,  fignified  the  ina'cfiiignUe,  who  was  not  to  be  overcome 
w'th  labour ;  ;ind  it  was  not  Vv-.thout  indefatigable  Ubour  that  he  com-  - 
pletcd  this  and  the  other  works  which  he  pubUHied.'. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Tfalmum  Secundum,  et  in  Comment,  in  Epiitolam^ 
y.dTitum,  c.  3. 
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to  Other  churches,  and  *  was  received  every  where  u'ith  great 
applaufe  and  approbation  by  them.  But  the  voluminoufnefs 
of  the  work,  and  the  trouble  and  charges  it  would  have  coft 
to  have  it  entirely  tranfcribed,  became  the  caufe  that  it  was 
not  long-lived :  for  it  being  very  troublefome  and  expenlive 
to  have  fo  bulky  a  book  wrote  out,'which  confifled  of  feveral 
volumes,  and  alfo  very  difficult  to  find  fcribcs  among  Chrif- 
tians  in  thofe  times  fufficiently  ikilled  to  write  out  the  Hebrew 
text,  many  contented  themfelves  with  copying  out  the  fifth 
column  only,  that  is,  the  Septuagint,  with  tbofe  marks  of 
afterilks,  obelilks,  lemniiks,  and  hypolemniiks,  with  which 
Origcn  placed  it  in  that  column,  that  part  thus  marked  feem- 
ing  to  comprehend  an  abridgement  of  the  whole,  v/hereby  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  fev/  tranfcripts  of  this  great  work  were 
made,  but  many  of  the  other.  In  the  tranfcribing  of  which, 
the  alleriilis  being  often  left  out,  through  want  of  due  care  ia 
the  writers,  this  occafiontd  that,  in  many  copies  of  the  Septu- 
agint  which  were  afterwards  made,  feveral  particulars  were 
taken  into  the  text  of  the  Septuagint,  as  original  parts  of  it, 
which  had  only,  under  this  mark,  been  inferted  there  by  way 
of  fupplement  out  of  other  tranilations.  Hov.'ever,  feveral 
copies  of  the  whole  work,  both  of  the  Tetrapla  and  Hexapla, 
ilill  remained  in  libraries,  and  were  confulted  there  on  all  occa- 
iions,  till,  at  length,  about  the  middle  of  the  7th  century,  the 
inundation  of  the  Saracens  upon  the  eaftern  parts  having  de- 
flroyed  all  libraries  wherever  they  came,  it  was  after  this  no 
more  heard  of  9  for  there  hath  never  fince  been  any  more  re- 
maining of  it,  than  fome  fragments  that  have  been  gathered  to- 
gether by  Flaminius  Nobilius,  Drufias,  and  Bernard  de  Mont- 
faucon.  The  latter,  in  a  book  lately  publifiied,  almoft  as 
bulky  as  the  Hexapla,  and  a  very  pompous  edition  of  it,  hath 
made  us  expe^  concerning  this  matter  much  more  than  is 
performed. 

Pamphilus  and  Eufebius  having,  about  the  conclufion  of  the 
third  century,  found  the  Hexapla  of  Origen  in  the  library  of 
Cefarea  (or,  according  as  fome  relate,  brought  it  from  Tyre, 
and  placed  it  there),  '"^  corrected  out  of  it  the  Septuagint  ver- 
lion  then  in  common  ufe  ;  and,  having  caufed  to  be  written  out 
feveral  copies  of  it  thus  corrected  according  to  the  fifth  column 
in  Origen's  Hexapla,  communicated  them  to  the  neighbouring 
churches  ;  and  from  hence  this  edition  became  of  general  ufe  in 
them,  from  Antioch  to  the  borders  of  Egypt,  and  was  called 

E  3  '  •  the 

^  Hieronymus  in  Procemlo  ad  Comment.  Danlelem,  8c  ih  cpiftola  74. 
?A  Auguftinum. 
'-^  H;eranyT*us  la  Prcefatione  ad  ParalipoTicaa. 
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the  Palelline  edition,  becaufe  it  was  there  firft  publlfhed  and 
iifed  ;  and  fometimes  it  is  alfo  called  the  edition  of  Origen, 
becaufe  it  was  made  according  to  his  corred:ions. 

About  the  fame  time  two  other  editions  of  the  fame  Sep- 
tuagint  Bible  were  made,  the  firft  ^  by  Lucian  a  prefbjter  of 
the  church  of  Antioch ;  which  being  ^  found  after  his  death 
at  Nicomedia  in  Bithynia,  where  he  fufFered  martyrdom  in 
the  tenth  perfecution,  it  became  afterwards  ufed  through  all 
the  churches  from  Conftantinople  to  Antioch.  The  other 
was  made  by  Hefychius  a  bifhop  of  Egypt ;  which  being  ^ 
received  by  the  church  of  Alexandria,  was,  from  that  time, 
brought  into  ufe  in  that  and  all  the  other  churches  of  Egypt. 
Both  thefe  two  latter  correftors  underflood  the  Hebrew  text, 
and  in  mariy  places  correcled  their  editions  from  it. 

AH  the  authors  of  thefe  three  editions  fufFered  martyrdom 
in  the  tenth  perfecution,  which  gave  their  editions  that  repu- 
tation, that  the  whole  Greek  church  ufed  either  the  one  or 
the  other  of  them.  The  churches  of  Antioch  and  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  of  all  the  intermediate  countries  lying  between 
them,  made  ufe  of  the  edition  of  Lucian  :  all  from  Antioch  to 
Egypt,  that  of  Pamphllus  :  and  all  the  churches  of  Egypt, 
that  of  Hefychius.  So  that  Jerome  faith,  ^  the  whole  world 
was  divided  between  them  then  in  a  three-fold  variety  ;  be- 
caufe, in  his  time,  no  Greek  church  through  the.whole  world 
made  ufe  of  any  other  edition  of  thofe  fcriptures,  than  one  of 
thefe  three  ;  but  every  one  of  them  received  either  the  one  or 
the  other  of  them  for  the  authentic  copy  which  they  went  by. 
But,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  manufcript  copies  which  flill  re- 
ir.ain,  thefe  three  different  editions,  bating  the  errors  of  fcribes, 
did  not,  by  variations  that  were  of  any  great  moment,  differ 
the  one  from  the  other. 

As  thus  the  ancients  had  three  principal  editions  of  the 
Septuagint,  from  whence  all  the  rell  were  copied,  fo  hath  it 
happened  alfo  among  the  moderns  :  for,  fince  the  inventing  of 

printing, 

*  Hieropymus  in  prsef^tione  ad  Paralipom.  &  in  Catalogo  Scriptorum 
Ecclefiifticorum.  e^c  in  Epiftola  ad  Suniam  &  Fretelam.  Suidas  &  Si- 
raone  M-taphraita  in  voce  Auxiava?,  &  in  voce  vo8fa«, 

'>  Audor  ijynopfis  Sacrss  Sci^pturae. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Apologia  veri'us  Rufiinum,  lib.  a.  5c  in  Prssfatione 
ad  Paraliporrcia. 

d  In  Fvaefatione  ad  Paralipomena  fic  frribit.  Alexandria  &  ^gyptus 
in  LXX  fuis  Hefychilim.  L.^-udnt  Audortm,  Conftantiiiopolis  ufque 
ad  Aiuiochiani  Luciani  Martyr  is  exemplnria  proh^t.  Medas  inter  has 
provinci?  Paleftinos,  codices  legunt,  qu'^s  ab  Origene  elaborates  Eu- 
fcbius  &  Pamplviliis  vulgaverunt,  Totufquc  orbis  hac  inter  fe  trif^.riA 
v^irietate  compu^nat. 
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printing,  there  have  been  alfo  three  principal  editions  of  this 
Septuagint  verfion,  from  which  all  the  reft  have  been  printed 
that  are  now  extant  among  us  ;  the  firft,  that  of  Cardinal 
Ximenes,  printed  at  Complutum  or  Alcala  in  Spain  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  that  of  Aldus,  at  Venice  ;  and  the  third,  that  of  Pope 
Sixtus  V.  at  Rome. 

That  ^  of  Cardinal  Ximenes  was  printed  A.  D.  151 5,  in  his 
Polyglot  Bible  of  Complutum  ;  which  contained,  ijl,  The  He- 
brew text ;  2dlj/,  The  Chaldee  paraphrafe  of  Onkelos  on  the 
Pentateuch  ;  ^dljy,  The  Greek  Septuagint  verfion  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  and  the  Greek  original  of  the  New  ;  and,  ^thfy. 
The  Latin  verfion  of  both.  It  was  prepared  for  the  prefs  by 
the  ftudy  and  care  of  the  divines  of  the  univerfitj  of  ^  Alcala, 
and  others  called  thither  to  aflift  in  this  w^ork.  But  the  whole 
being  carried  on  under  the  direcl/on,  and  at  the  coft  and  char- 
ges of  Cardinal  Ximenes,  it  hath  the  name  of  his  edition. 
The  method  propofed  herein,  as  to  the  Septuagint,  having 
been,  out  of  all  the  copies  they  could  meet  with,  to  choofe 
out  that  reading  which  was  neareft  the  Hebrew  original,  they 
feem  rather  thereby  to  have  given  us  a  new  Greek  tranfla- 
tion  of  their  own  compofure,  than  that  ancient  Greek  verfion, 
which,  under  the  name  of  the  Septuagint,  was  in  fo  great  ufe 
among  the  primitive  fathers  of  the  Chriftian  church.  From 
this  edition  hath  been  printed  the  Septuagint  which  we  have 
in  both  the  Polyglots  of  Antwerp  and  Paris  ;  the  former  of 
which  was  publifhed,  A.  D.  1572,  and  the  other,  A.  D.  1645  ; 
and  alfo  the  Septuagint  of  Commelin,  printed  at  Heidelberg, 
with  Vatablus's  Commentary,  A.  D.  1599. 

2dly,  Aldus's  ^  edition  was  publiflied  at  Venice,  A.  D. 
15 1 8.  It  was,  by  the  collation  of  many  ancient  manuicrlpts, 
prepared  for  the  prefs  by  Andreas  Afulanus,  father-in-law  of 
the  printer.  And  from  this  copy  have  been  printed  all  the 
German  editions,  excepting  that  of  Heidelberg  by  Commelin, 
already  mentioned. 

^d/y,  But  the  Roman  edition  hath  obtained  the  preference 
.ibove  the  other  two  in  the  opinion  of  moil  learned  men, 
though  Ifaac  Voffius  condemns  it  as  the  woril  of  all.     The 

E  4  printing 

^  Waltoni  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Polyglotta,  c.  9.  §  28.  Hoddius 
d-2  Bibliorutn  Textibus  Originalibus,  lib.  4.  c.  3.  UHrii  Syntagma  de 
Grasca  LXX  Intcrprttum  Vtrfione,  c.  8.  Grabbii  Prolegomena  ad  Oc- 
tateuchum,  c.  3. 

b  Ale  Ala  is  the  Spanifli  name  of  the  fame  town  which  in  Latin  is  called 
Complutum. 

^  Uferii  Syntagma  de  GrsscaLXX  Interpretum  Vet  Hone,  c.  8.  Wal- 
foni  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Polyglotta  Angclicana,  c.  9.  §  29.  Hoddiai 
ibid.  Grabius  ibid. 
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printing  of  this  edition  *  was  firft  fct  on  foot  by  Cardinal 
Montalto ;  and  he  having  been  afterwards  pope,  by  the  name 
of  Sextus  Quintus,  at  the  time  when  it  was  publiflied  A.  D, 
1587,  it  therefore  came  out  under  his  name.  He  firil  recom- 
mended the  work  to  Pope  Gregory  Xlll.  as  being  that  which 
had  been  directed  to  be  done  "^  by  a  decree  of  the  Council  of 
Trent ;  and,  by  his  advice,  the  work  was  comrr»itted  to  the 
care  of  Antony  Caraffa,  a  learned  man  of  a  noble  family  ia 
Italy,  who  was  afterwards  made  a  cardinal  and  library-keeper 
to  the  pope.  He,  by  the  afliilance  of  feveral  other  learned 
men  employed  under  him,  in  eight  years  time,  finiftied  this 
edition.  It  v/as,  for  the  moll  part,  according  to  an  old  manu- 
fcript  in  the  Vatican  library,  which  was  written  all  in  capital 
letters,  without  the  marks  of  accents  or  points,  and  alfo  with- 
out any  diftindlion  either  of  chapters  orverfes,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
be  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  jerom  ;  only  where  this  was  defec- 
tive, (for  fome  leaves  of  it  are  lolt)  they  fupplied  the  chafms 
out  of  other  manufcripts  ;  the  principal  of  which  were  one 
that  they  had  from  Venice,  out  of  the  library  of  Cardinal  Baf- 
farion,  and  another  that  was  brought  them  out  of  Magna 
Graecia,  now  called  Calabria  ;  which  laft  fo  agreed  with  the 
Vatican  manufcript,  that  they  fuppofed  them  either  to  have 
been  written  the  one  from  the  other,  cr  elfe  both  from  the 
fame  copy.  The  next  year  after  was  publiilied  at  Rome  a 
Latin  veriion  of  this  edition,  with  the  annotations  of  Flaminus 
Nobilius.  Morinus  reprinted  both  together  at  Paris,  A.  D. 
1628;  and  according  to  that  edition  have  been  publiflied  all 
thofe  Septuagints  that  have  been  printed  in  England,  that  is, 
that  of  London  in  8vo.  anno  1653,  that  in  Walton's  Polyglot 
publiihed  1657,  and  that  of  Cambridge,  anno  1665  ;  which  lafl 
hath  the  learned  preface  of  Bifhop  Feirfon  before  it,  and  doth 
much  more  exactly  give  us  the  Roman  edition,  than  that  of 
1653,  though  both  ^  in  fome  particulars  differ  from  it. 

But  the  ancicnteft  and  the  bell  manufcript  of  the  Septuagint 
verfion  now  extant,  according  to  the  judgement  of  thofe  who 
have  throughly  examined  it,  is  tiie  Alexandrian  copy,  which  is 
in  the  king's  library  at  St  James's.  It  is  written  all  in  capital 
letters,  v/ithout  the  diif  iiiition  of  chapters,  verfes,  or  words. 

It 

*  Ufierius,  Walton  us,  Hoddiu?;,  81  Grabius,  ibid.  Antonius  Carnffa  ia 
yraefatione  ad  editioiiem  Ronianam.  Morinus  in  Trjcfatione  ad  editio- 
Txm  fuarn  Panliauam  Grsecas  verfionis  ran  LXX. 

^  Antonius  Caraffa,  ibid. 

^  ^  Vide  Prolegomena  Lambeitii  Bos  ad  edition^m  fuam  rev  LXXIL 
Irantr^uero?  pubiicatam  A.  D.  i  roc;. 
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It  ^  was  fent  for  a  prefent  to  King  Charles  I.  bj  Cyrillus  Lu- 
caris,  then  patriarch  of  Coiillanlinople.  He  had  been  before 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  and,  being  tranflated  from  thence  to 
the  patriarchate  of  Conftantinople,  he  brought  thithei  this 
manufcript  with  him,  and  from  thence  fent  it  thither  by  Sir 
Thomas  Roe,  then  ambaflador  from  England  to  the  Grand 
Seignior  :  and  with  it  he  fent  this  following  account  of  the 
book,  in  a  fchedule  annexed  to  it,  written  with  his  own  hand. 

Liber  ijie  fcriptura  facra  Novi  et  Veteris  Tejiamenti,  prcut 
ex  traditione  hahemusy  eft,  fcriptus  manti  Theclce^  nohilis  fcnni^ 
na  JLgyptiiEy  ante  mille  et  trecentos  annos  circiter,  paulo  poji 
Concilium  Nicwnum,  Nomen  l.hecl£  in  fine  libri  erat  exara- 
tum ;  fed  extin£io  Chrifiianifmo  in  JLgypto  a  Mahometanisy  et 
libri  una  Cbrifiianorum  in  fimilem  funt  redaBi  condiizonem  ; 
extinBum  enim  ejl  Theclvs  nomen  et  laceratum  ;  fed  memoria  et 
traditio  recens  obfervat. 

Cyrillus,  Patriarcha  ConflantinopoUtanus. 

Which  being  rendered  into  Englifh  is  as  followeth  : 

**  This  book  of  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
^^  Teftament,  as  we  have  it  by  tradition,  was  written  by  the 
**  hand  of  Thecla,  a  noble  Egyptian  lady,  about  1300  years 
**  fince,  a  little  after  the  Council  of  Nice.  The  name  of 
'*  Thecla  was  formerly  written  at  the  end  of  the  book  :  but 
**  the  Chriftian  religion  being  by  the  Mahometans  fupprefled 
^'  in  Egypt,  the  ];jooks  of  Chriitians  were  reduced  to  the  like 
**  condition  ;  and  therefore  the  name  of  Thecla  is  extinguiih- 
^'  ed,  and  torn  out  of  the  book :  but  memory  and  tradition 
"  doth  flill  obferve  it  to  have  been  her*s.'' 

Cyril,  Patriarch  of  Conftantinople. 

Dr  Emeftus  Grabe,  a  learned  Pruffian,  who  had  lived  many 
years  in  England,  did  lately,  under  the  encouragement  of  her 
late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  who  gave  him  a  penfion  for  this 
purpofe,  undertake  to  publifti  an  edition  of  the  Septuagint  ac- 
cording to  this  copy  •,  and  he  hath  accordingly  given  us  two 
parts  of  it,  and  would  have  publiilied  the  reit  in  two  parts 
more,  but  that  his  death  prevented  him  from  proceeding  any 
further.  Would  fome  other  able  hand,  v/ith  the  like  accuracy 
and  care,  fini la  what  he  hath  left  undone,  this  might  then  br 
juftly  reckoned  among  us  a  fourth  edition  of  the  Septuagint} 
and  it  is  not  doubted,  but  that,  when  fo  completed,  it  will  b^-^^ 
approved  as  the  perfe^^eft  and  beft  of  them  all*. 

And 

*  Grabius  in  Prolesromcnis  ad  Oiftateuchum, 
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And  thus  far  I  have  given  an  account  of  this  ancient  tranf« 
lation  of  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tellament,  and  all  the 
editions  it  hath  gone  through,  both  ancient  and  modern,  fo 
far  as  it  belongs  to  an  hiftorian  to  relate.  If  any  are  defirous 
to  know  all  the  critical  difputes  and  obfervations  which  have 
been  made  about  it,  and  what  learned  men  have  written  of 
this  nature  concerning  it,  they  may  confult  Archbilhop  Ulher's 
Syntagma  de  Grceca  LXX  Interpretum  Verjione  ;  Morinus's 
Kxercitationes  Biblica,  part  i.  and  his  preface  before  his  Paris 
edition  of  the  Septuagint ;  Wouwer  de  Graca  et  Latina  Biblio' 
rum  Interpretatione  ;  Walton's  Prolegomena  ad  Biblia  Poly" 
glotta,  c.  9.  ;  VoJJius  de  LXX  Interpretibus ;  Simon's  Criti- 
cal Hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  Du  Pin's  Hiftory  of  the 
Canon  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  Grabe's  Pro,legomena  before 
thofe  two  parts  of  the  Septuagint  which  were  publilhed  by 
him ;  and  efpecially  Dr  Hoddy's  learned  book  above  cited, 
where  he  hath  written  the  fuUeft  and  the  beft  of  all  that  have 
handled  this  argument.  And  here  having  concluded  this  long 
biftorical  account  of  it,  I  fhall  with  it  conclude  this  book. 
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SOSTHENES  (who,  on  his  defeating  the  Gauls,  had  for 
fome  time  reigned  in  Macedon)  being  dead, 
Antiochus,  the  fon  of  Seleucus  Nicator,  and  An-    ^""^  *76. 
tigonus  Gonatus,  the  fon  of  Demetrius  Poliorce-    philadelph.  9. 
tes  ^,  each  claimed  to  fucceed  there  as  in  their 
father's  kingdom,  Demetrius  firft,  and  afterwards  Seleucus, 
having  been  kings  of  that  countrj.    But  Antigonus,  who  had 
now,  from  the  time  of  hi's  father's   laft  expedition  into  Afia, 
reigned  in  Greece  ten  years,  being  neareft,  firft  took  poilejQion  ; 
whereon  Antiochus  relblving  to  march  againll  him,  and  the 
other  to  keep  what  he  had  gotten,  each  raifed  great  armies,  and 
made  ftrong  alliances  for  the  war.    On  this  occafion,  Nicome- 
des,  king  of  Bithyaia,  having  confederated  with  Antigonus, 
Antiochus,  in  his  march  towards  Macedonia,  not  thinking  it 

fit 
*  Memiion,c.  19. 


66  CONNECTION   OF   THE  HISTORY   OF  PARTir. 

fit  to  leave  fuch  an  enemy  behind  him  In  Alia,  inllead  of  paff- 
ing  over  the  Hellcf[5ont  to  attack  Antigonus,  led  his  army 
againft  Nicomedes,  and  carried  the  war  into  Bithynia.  But 
there  both  armies  having  for  fome  time  lain  againft  each  other, 
and  neither  of  them  having  courage  enough  to  afiault  the  other, 
it  at  length  came  *  to  a  treaty,  and  terms  of  agreement  be- 
tween them  ;  by  virtue  of  wiiich,  '^Antigonus  having  married 
Phila,  the  daughter  of  Stratonice  by  Seleucus,  Antiochus  quit- 
ted to  him  his  claim  to  Macedonia,  and  Antigonus  became 
quietly  fettled  in  that  kingdom,  where  ^  his  polterity  reigned 
for  feveral  defcents,  till  at  length  Perfeus,  the  laft  of  that  race, 
being  conquered  by  Paulus  ^milius,  that  kingdom  became  a 
province  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Antiochus,  being  thus  freed  from  this  war,  marched  againft 
the  Gauls  (who  having  gotten  a  fetdement  in  Afia,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  Nicomedes,  in  the  manner  as  hath  been 
v^'^}%V\^'  ^^°^^  related,  over-ran  and  harafled  all  that  coun- 
iiclph  10  '  ^0')>  ^  ^^^  having,  after  a  fharp  conflift,  overthrown 
them  in  battle,  he  thereby  delivered  thofe  provinces 
from  their  oppreflions,  ^  from  v.'hence  he  had  the  name  of  So- 
ter,  or  the  Saviour,  given  unto  him. 

The  Romans  having  ^  forced  Pyrrhus,  after  a  fix  years  war, 
to  leave  Italy,  and  return  again  into  Epirus,  with 
p*"?%Yf  *  ^^^^  ^"^  difappointment,  their  name  began  to  grow 
deiph  II.  ^^  gicat  note  and  fame  among  foreign  nations  ; 
whereon  Ptolemy  Pniladelphus  ^  fent  ambalTadors 
to  them,  to  defire  their  friendftiip  ;  with  which  the  Romans 
were  well  pleafed,  thinking  it  no  fmall  reputation  to  them, 
that  their  friendfliip  was  fought  for  by  fo  great  a  king. 

And  therefore,  to  make  a  return  of  the  like  refpeds,  the 
next  year  after,  ^  they  fent  a  folemn  embafly  into 
^"'J^,v*M^*  Egypt  unto  that  king.  The  ambaftadors  were  Q^ 
tld'ph^  12"  Fabius  Gurges,  Cn.  Fabius  Pidlor,  and  Q^Oguli- 
nus,  whofe  condud\  in  this  employment  was  very 
remarkable  :  for,  with  a  mind  as  great  as  felf-denying,  they 
put  ofFevcry  thingfrom  themlelves  that  might  tend  to  their  own 
proper  intercft  :  for  when  King  Ptolemy,  having  invited  them 
to  fupper  with  him,  prefented  them,  in  the  conclufion  of  the 

entertainment, 

"  juftin.  lib.  25.  c.  I. 

b  In  Vita  Aratt  Aftronomi  operibus  ejusprscfixa. 
*"  PiutHfchus  in  Uemctrio. 
'^  Appian.  iii  Syriacis. 
'  F!utarchu3  in  Pyrrho. 
f  Livius,  lib.  14.    Eutrcp.  lib.  a. 

E  Livius,  lib.  14.    Hutrop.  lib.  2,    Valerius  Mi'.ximus,  lib.  4«  c.  3. 
l^>o  in  Excerptis  ab  UrP.no  cditis. 
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entertainment,  with  crowns  of  gold,  they  accepted  of  the  crowns 
for  the  fake  of  the  honour  tliat  was  done  them  thereby,  but  the 
next  morning  after,  crowned  with  them  the  flatues  of  the  king, 
which  ftood  in  the  public  places  of  the  city ;  and  being  prefented^ 
on  their  taking- their  leave,  with  very  valuable  gifts  from  the  king, 
they  accepted  of  them,  that  lliey  might  not  difguft  him  by  the 
refufal ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  returned  to  Rome,  they  deli- 
vered them  all  into  the  public  treafury,  before  they  appeared  in 
the  fenate  to  give  an  account  of  their  embalTy,  declaring  thereby 
that  they  defired  no  other  advantage  Trom  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
than  the  honour  of  difcharging  it  well.  And  this  was  the  ge- 
neral temper  and  inclination  of  the  Romans  in  thofe  times;  which 
made  them  profper  in  all  their  undertakings.  But  afterwards 
when  the  fervice  of  the  public  was  only  delired  in  order  to  plun= 
der  it,  and  men  entered  on  the  empJoymentsof  the  ftate  with  no 
other  view  or  intent  than  to  enrich  themfelves,  and  advance  their 
own  private  fortunes,  no  wonder  then  that  every  thing  began 
to  go  backward  with  them.  And  fo  it  mull  happen  with  all 
other  ftates  and  kingdoms,  when  the  public  interefl-  is  facri- 
ficed  to  that  of  private  men,  and  the  offices  and  employments  of 
the  (late  are  defired  only  to  gratify  the  ambition,  and  glut  the 
avarice  of  them  that  can  get  into  them.  But  the  Romans,  al- 
though they  received  into  their  treafury  what  their ambafTadors 
thus  generoufiy  delivered  into  it,  yet  were  not  wanting  in  what 
was  proper  for  them  to  do  for  the  encouraging  fo  good  an  ex- 
ample, and  the  rewarding  of  them  that  gave  it :  for  they  or- 
dered to  be  given  to  them,  for  their  fervice  done  the  ftate  in  this 
embalTy,  fuch  fums  out  of  their  treafury,  as  equalled  the  va- 
lue of  what  they  thus  delivered  into  it.  So  that  the  liberalitv 
of  Ptolemy,  the  abftinence  and  felf-denial  of  the  ambafTadors 
and  the  juftice  of  the  Romans,  were  all  fignally  made  apnea: 
in  the  traniaftions  of  this  matter. 

After  the  death  of  Pyrrhus,  *  who  was  flain  at  Argus,  in  an 
attempt  made  upon  that  city,  Antigonus  Goi/<itus 
king  of  Macedon  having  much  enlarged  his  power,    -A-nno  268. 
and  made  himfelf  thereby  very  formidable  to  the    omuTT  u 
Cjrecian  Itates,  °  the  Lacedemonians  ana  the  Athe- 
nians entered  into  a  confederacy  againfl  him,  and  gained  Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus  to  join  with  them  herein.     Whereon  An- 
tigonus be(ieged  Athens  :  for  the  relief  of  which  Ptolemy  ^  fent 
a  fleet  under  the  command  of  Patroclus,  one  of  his  chief  offi- 
cers ;  and  Areus  king  of  the  Lacedemonians  led  thither  an  ar- 
my by  land  for  the  fame  puvpofe.     Patroclus,  on  his  arrival 

with 
'  Plntarclius  In  Pyrrho. 
&  jufiin.lib-  26.  c.  2.  P^iiifanias  in  L'>conic}9. 
*^  Paurania.s,  ibid. 
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with  his  fleet  fent  to  Areus  to  perfuade  him  forthwith  to  engage 
the  enemy,  promifing  him  at  the  fame  time,  to  land  the  forces 
which  he  had  on  board  the  fleet,  and  fall  on  them  in  the  rear. 
But  the  provifions  of  the  Lacedemonians  being  all  fpent,  Are- 
us thought  it  better  to  retreat,  and  march  home  ;  whereon 
Patroclus  was  forced  to  do  the  fame,  and  fail  back  with  his 
fleet  again  into  Egypt,  without  accompllftiing  any  thing  of 
the  delign  for  which  he  was  fent ;  and  Athens  being  thus  de- 
ferted  by  its  allies,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Antigonus,  and  he 
placed  a  garrifon  in  it. 

Patroclus,  in  his  return  into  Egypt,  having  found  Sotades  at 

Caunus,  a  maritime  city  of  Caria,  there  ^  feized 

-^""°  hV'     ^^^  ^^™»  ^"^»  wrapping  him  in  a  flieet  of  lead,  cafl 

deloh  1 8^'  ^^"^  ^"^°  ^^^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^'^^  ^  ^^^^  t>°^^'  ^^^  ^^* 
ving  written  fome  fatyrical  verfes  againft  King  Pto- 
lemy, and  in  them  bitterly  reflefted  on  him  for  his  marriage 
with  Arlinoe  his  filler,  was  fled  from  Alexandria,  to  avoid  the 
indignation  of  that  prince.  But  Patroclus,  having  thus  met 
him  in  his  flight,  thought  he  could  not  better  recommend  him- 
felf  to  the  favour  of  his  prince,  than  by  taking  this  vengeance 
on  the  perfon  who  had  thus  abufed  him.  And  it  was  a  pu- 
nifliment  which  he  well  deferved ;  for  he  was  a  very  vile  and 
flagitious  wretch,  and  was  commonly  called  SotadeslCmadus, 
i.  e.  Sotades  the  Sodomite  ;  which  name  was  given  him  by  way 
of  eminence,  not  only  for  his  notorious  guilt  in  that  mon- 
llrous  and  abominable  vice,  but  efpecially  for  that  ^  he  had 
written,  in  Iambic  verfes,  a  very  remarkable  poem  in  commen- 
dation of  it,  which  was  in  great  repute  among  thbfe  who  were 
given  to  that  unnatural  and  vile  lull.  Hence  Sodomites  were 
called  from  him,  Sotadici  Cifia^diy  i.  e.  Sotadic  Sodomites,  ^s  in 
yuvenalj  '^  L/ter  Sotadicos  7iotiJJiJna  fojfa  Cincedos  ;  for  fo  it 
ought  to  be  read,  and  not  Socrattcos,  as  in  our  printed  books. 
For  this  latter  was  an  alteration  made  in  the  text  of  that  au- 
thor by  fuch  as  Avere  wickedly  addided  to  this  beafl;ly  vice, 
thinking  they  might  acquire  fome  credit,  or  at  leaft  fome  ex- 
cufe  to  this  worii  of  uncleannefs,  if  they  could  make  it  belie- 
ved that  Socrates,  who  was  one  of  the  belt  of  men,  had  been 
alfo  addicted  to  it. 

Magas,  governor  of  Cyrene  and  Libya  for  King  Prolemy, 

^  rebelled  againil  him,  and  made  himfelf  king  of 

^^^^.?:^.^'     thofe  provinces.     He  was    half  brother  to  him, 

delph.  20. '   ^^^"g  fon   of  Berenice  by   Philip  a  Macedonian, 

who 

**AtheraDii?,  lib.  14.  p.  67.0. 

'>  vStrabo,  Hb.  14.  p.  648.  Athenseus  ibid.  Suidas  in  voce  ^utuS^^ 

^  Satyra,  ii.  10. 

<*  Paufanias  in  Atticis. 
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who  had  been  her  hufband  before  flie  married  King  Ptolemy 
Soter ;  and  therefore,  by  her  interceflion,  ftie  prevailed  with 
that  prince  to  make  him  his  lieutenant,  to  govern  thofe  pro- 
vinces, on  his  again  recovering  them  after  the  death  of  Ophel- 
ias, anno  307  ;  where,  having  llrengthened  himfelf  by  a  long 
continuance  in  that  government,  and  alfo  by  the  marriage  of 
Apame,  the  daughter  of  Antiochus  Soter  king  of  Afia,  he,  in 
confidence  hereof,  rebelled  againft  his  brother,  and,  not  being 
contented  to  deprive  him  of  the  provinces  of  Libya  and  Cyrene, 
where  he  now  reigned,  fought  to  difpolTefs  him  alfo  of  Egypt ; 
and  therefore,  having  gotten  together  an  army,  marched  to- 
wards Alexandria  for  this  purpofe,  and  feized  Paraetonium,  a 
city  of  Marmarica,  in  his  way  thither.  But  as  he  was  pro- 
ceeding farther,  a  meflage  being  brought  him,  that  the  Mar- 
marides,  a  people  of  Libya,  had  revolted  from  him,  he  was  for- 
ced to  march  back  again  for  the  fuppreffing  of  this  defedion. 
Ptolemy  being  then  with  a  great  army  on  the  borders  of  Egypt, 
to  defend  his  country  againft  this  invader,  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity, by  falling  on  him  in  his  retreat,  utterly  to  have  broken 
him.  But  he  was  hindered  by  a  like  defection  at  home,  as 
Magas  had  been  ;  for  having,  for  his  defence  in  this  war,  hired 
feveral  mercenaries,  and  among  them  4000  Gauls,  he  found 
they  had  entered  into  a  confpiracy, againft  him  to  take  poflef- 
lion  of  Egypt,  and  drive  him  thence  ;  for  the  preventing  of 
which  he  marched  back  into  Egypt,  and,  having  led  the  con- 
fpirators  into  an  ifland  in  the  Nile,  he  there  pent  them  up, 
till  they  all  periflied  of  famine,  or,  to  avoid  it,  had  flain  each 
other  with  their  own  fwords. 

Magas,  as  foon  as  he  had  removed  the  diiiiculties  at  home 
which  recalled  him  thither,  was  for  renewing  his 
defigns  again  upon  Egypt ;  and,  for  the  carrying  p"^^  *^^* 
of  them  on  with  the  better  fuccefs,  ^  engaged  An-  philadelph.ar. 
tiochus  Soter,  his  father-in-law,  to  engage  with 
liim  herein  ;  and  the  projed  concerted  betv/een  them  was. 
That  Antiochus  Ihould  attack  the  territories  of  Ptolemy  on  one 
fide,  and  Magas  on  the  other.  But  while  Antiochus  was  pro- 
viding an  army  for  this  purpofe,  Ptolemy,  having  full  notice 
of  what  was  intended,  fent  forces  into  all  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces which  were  under  the  dominion  of  Antiochus;  whereby 
having  caufed  great  ravages  and  devaftations  to  be  made  in 
them,  by  this  means  he  neceffitated  that  prince  to  keep  at 
home,  for  the  defence  of  his  own  territories,  and  Magas,  v/ith- 
out  his  affiftance  in  the  war,  thought  not  fit  to  nqove  any  faj:- 
tiier  in  it. 

The 
^  Paufanias  in  Attxis. 
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The  next  year  after  died  Phileterus,  the  firft  founder  of  the 
kingdom  of  Pergamus,  ^  being  80  years  old  :  ^  he 
Anno  163.  -^j^g  ^Q  eunuch  and  ferved  Docimus,  who  was  one 
.  ]nii  22  '  ^^  ^^^  captains  of  Antigonus,  and,  on  his  revolt 
from  that  prince  to  Lyfimachus,  palled  with  him 
into  the  fame  fervice;  and  Lyfimachus  finding  him  to  have  had 
a  liberal  education,  and  to  be  a  perfon  of  great  capacity,  made 
him* his  treafurer,  and  thereon  put  the  city  of  Pergamus  into 
his  hands,  where  in  a  flrong  caftle  his  treafure  was  kept.  And 
here  he  ferved  Lyfimachus  many  years  with  great  fidelity;  but 
being  particularly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  Agathocles,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Lyfimachus,  and  therefore  having  exprefled  great 
grief  at  his  death,  which  was  brought  about  by  the  contrivance 
of  Arfinoe,  the  daughter  of  King  Ptolemy  Soter  (whom  Lyfi- 
machus had  married  in  his  old  age,  as  hath  been  already  rela- 
ted), he  grew  fufpefted  to  that  lady  ;  and  finding  thereon  that 
defigns  were  laid  for  his  life  alfo,  he  revolted  from  Lyfimachus, 
and,  under  the  protedion  of  Seleucus,  fetup  for  himfelf :  and, 
having  converted  the  treafure  of  Lyfimachus  to  his  own  ufe, 
among  the  difl:ra6lions  that  after  followed,  firft  on  the  death 
of  Lyfimachus,  and  then  on  that  of  Seleucus  within  feven  months 
after,  and  the  unfettled  ftate  of  them  that  fucceeded  them,  he 
managed  his  affairs  with  that  craft  and  fubtlety,  that  he  fecu- 
red  himfelf  in  the  poifefiion  of  his  caille,  and  all  the  country 
adjacent,  for  the  term  of  20  years,  and  there  founded  a  king- 
dom, which  lafted  for  feveral  defcents  in  his  family  after  him, 
and  was  one  of  the  potenteil  fovereignties  in  all  Afia.  He  had 
indeed  no  children  of  his  own,  as  being,  an  eunuch  ;  but  he  had 
two  brothers,  Eumenes  and  Attalus  ;  the  elder  of  which,  Eu- 
menes,  had  a  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  fucceeded  his  uncle 
in  his  new  acquired  kingdom,  and  reigned  in  it  22  years.  This 
fame  year  began  the  firfl  Punic  war  between  the  Romans  and 
Carthaginians,  which  lafted  24  years. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  year  ^  died  Antigonus  of  Sccho, 
who  was  prefidentof  the  Sanhedrim  at  Jerufalem,  and  the  great 
mailer  and  teacher  of  the  Jewifh  laW  in  their  prime  divinity- 
fchool  in  that  city,  and  had  been  in  both  thefe  offices,  fay  the 
Jews,  from  the  death  of  Simofi  the  Jujl,  who  was  of  the  laft  of 
thofe  that  were  called  the  men  of  the  great  fynagogue.  Thefe 
taught  the  fcriptures  only  to  the  people.  They  who  after  fuc- 
ceeded 

*  Luclanus  in  Macrobiis. 

^  Paufanizs  in.  Al^icis.  Strabo,  lib.  12.  p.  543.  &  lib.  13.  p.  613.  614- 
ApP'.in.  in  Syriacis. 

'  Juchilin.  Zcmach  David,  Shalfheleth  Haccabala. 
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ceeded,  added  the  traditions  of  the  elders  to  the  holy  fcriptures, 
and  taught  them  both  to  their  fcholars,  obliging  them  to  ^e 
obfervance  of  the  one  as  well  as  the  other,  as  if  both  had  equal- 
ly proceeded  from  Mount  Sinai.  Thefe  were  called  tlieTanaim, 
or  the  Miflinical  Doctors,  for  the  reafon  ^  already  mentioned  : 
and  the  firft  of  them  was  tliis  Antigonus  of  Socho,  who,  being 
now  dead,  was  fucceeded  by  Jofeph  the  fon  of  Joazer,  and  Jo- 
feph  the  fon  of  John.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  Nafi,  or  the  pire- 
fident  of  the  fanhedrim,  and  the  other  Ab-Beth-Din,  or  vice- 
prefident ;  and  both  jointly  taught  together  in  the  chief  divi« 
nity  fchool  at  Jerufalem, 

In  the  time  of  this  Antigontis  began  the  fe<^  of  the  Saddu- 
cees,  to  the  rife  of  which  he  gave  the  occafion :  for  ^  having, 
in  his  le6tures,  often  inculcated  to  his  fcholars,  that  they  ought 
not  to  ferve  God  in  a  fervile  manner  with  refped  to  the  reward, 
but  out  of  the  filial  love  and  fear  only  which  they  owed  unto 
him,  Sadoc  and  Baithus,  two  of  his  fcholars,  hearing  this  frooi 
him,  inferred  from  hence,  that  there  were  no  rewards  at  all 
after  this  life;  and  therefore,  Separating  from  the  fchool  of  their 
mafter,  they  taught,  that  there  was  no  refurreftion  nor  future 
ftate,  but  that  all  the  rewards  which  God  gave  to  thofe  that 
ferved  him  were  in  this  life  only.  And,  many  being  perverted 
by  them  to  this  opinion,  they  began  that  feci  among  the  Jews, 
which,  from  the  name  of  Sadoc,  the  firll  founder  of  it,  were 
called  Sadducees  ;  who  differed  from  Epicures  only  in  this, 
that,  although  they  denied  a  future  ftate,  yet  they  allowed  the 
power  of  God  to  create  the  world,  and  his  providence  to  go- 
vern it ;  whereas  the  Epicureans  deny  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  A  fuller  account  of  them,  and  their  tenets,  ftiall  be 
hereafter  given,  in  the  place  where  I  ftiall  treat  of  all  thofe 
feds  of  the  Jews  together  which  arofe  among  them  between 
this  time  and  that  of  our  Saviour. 

Nicomedes,  king  of  Bithynia,  ^  having  built  a  new  city  in 
the  place  where  Aftacus  before  ftocd  (which  had 
been  deftroyed  by  Lyfimachus),  or  very  near  it,  "^  as  p/^^^p?-^^* 
others  fay,  caufed  it,  from  his  own  name,  to  be  call-  delph.  a^' 
ed  Nicomedia ;  of  which  place  frequent  mention  is 
made  in  the  hiftories  of  the  latter  Roman  emperors,  feveral  of 
them  having  made  it  the  ftfat  of  their  relidence  in  the  Eaft. 

Vol.  lil.  F  Antiochus 

*  Part  I.  book  ?. 

i^  Pirke  Avoth  Juchafin.  Zemach  David.  Shalfheleth  Haccabala.  R. 
Abraham  Levita  in  Cabbala  Hiftorica.  See  Lightfoot's  Works  in  Eng- 
lifh,  vol.  I.  p.  457.  655.  656.  and  vol.  2.  p.  125. 126.  and  127- 

^  Paufanias  in  Eiiacorum  libro  primo.  Eufeb.  Chron.  Trebellius  Pol- 
lio  in  Gallienis.    Ammianus  Marcellinus,  lib.  «?,, 

^  Memnon,  c,  ai. 
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Antioehus  Soter,  on  his  hearing  of  the  death  of  Philetserus, 
thought  to  pofl'efs  himfelf  of  his  territories  ;  whereon  Eume- 
nes  marched  with  an  army  againft  him  for  his  defence,  and,  * 
having  encountered  him  near  Sardis,  overthrew  him  in  battle, 
and  thereby  not  only  fecured  himfelf  in  the  pofTeffion  of  what 
his  uncle  had  left  him,  but  alfo  augmented  it  by  feveral  nevf 
acquifitions. 

Antioehus,  after  this  defeat, returning  to  Antioch,  there  ^ put 
to  death  one  of  his  fons,  who  had  raifed  fome  dif- 
p/^l^hM^*  turbances  in  his  abfence,  and  made  the  other,  who 
delph.  %x.  ^^^  named  alfo  Antioehus,  king,  and,  a  little  after, 
dying,  left  him  in  the  fole  pofieffion  of  all  his  domi- 
nions. He  was  born  to  him  by  Stratonice^  the  daughter  of  De-- 
metrius,  who  had  been  firft  his  mother-in-law  and  afterwards 
his  wife,  as  hath  been  already  related. 

This  Antioehus,  on  his  firft  coming  to  the  crown,  had  for 
his  wife  ^  Laodice,  his  lifter  by  the  fame  father  : 
Pt"^%h1°"  ^^  afterwards  took  the  title  of  Theus,  or  the  Di- 
delph.  a?.*  ^^"^  »  ^"^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ufually  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other  kings  of  that  name  who  reigned  in  Syria. 
It  was  ^  firft  given  him  by  the  Milefians,  on  his  delivering 
them  from  the  tyranny  of  Timarchus  :  for  ^  this  Timarchus, 
being  governor  of  Caria  for  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  (who  at 
this  time  had,  befides  Egypt,  Cosle-Syria,  and  Paleftine,  ^  the 
provinces  of  Ciiicia,  Pamphylia,  Lycia,  and  Caria,  in  Lefter 
Afia),  rebelled  againft  him,  and,  fetting  up  for  himfelf,  fixed 
the  chief  feat  of  his  tyranny  at  Miletus.  The  Milefians,  to 
be  freed  from  him,  called  in  Antioehus,  who,  having  van- 
quiihed  and  flain  Timarchus,  was,  for  this  reafon,  honoured 
by  them  as  a  god,  and  had  the  title  of  Theus  there  given  unto 
him  ;  which  was  an  impious  flattery  the  people  of  thofe  times 
were  frequently  gviilty  of  towards  the  princes  then  reigning  : 
for  the  Lemnians  shad  a  little  before  confecrated  his  father  and 
grandfather  to  be  gods,  and  built  temples  to  them  ;  and  ^  the 
JSmyrnians  did  the  fame  for  Stratonice  his  mother. 

la 

*  Strabo,  lib.  13.  p.  624.  For  the  Antioehus  who  was  beaten  at  Sardis 
could  be  rore  other  than  Antioehus  the  fon  of  Seleucus,  according  to 
to  this  author  ;  for  he  here  calls  hira  t«  XfXfyxtf,  i.  e.  the  fon  of  Seleu- 
cus, that  Greek  phrafe  in  that  place  not  bearing  any  other  interpretation. 

b  Trogus  in  Prologo,  lib.  16. 

^  Polyaenus  Stratagcnrt.  Ub.  8.  c.  50.  Appian.  in  Syriacig.  Juftin, 
lib.  17.  c.  I. 

*i  Appian.  in  Syrlacis. 

^  Trogus  in  Prologo,  lib.  a6, 

f  Theocritus  Idyll.  17. 

^  Athenaeus,  lib.  6.  c.  JO. 

*»  Marmora  Oxonitiifia;  p,  5.  6.  &  14. 
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In  the  beginning  of  this  king's  reign,  lived  Berofus,  the 
famous  Babylonifh  hiflorian  ;   for  he  dedicated  his  hiftory  to 
him.  So  faith  Tatian  :    his  words  are  :    "  Berofus  the  Baby- 
**  Ionian,  who  was  a  prieft  of  Belus  at  Babylon,  and  lived  in 
*'  the  time  of  Alexander,  dedicated  to  Antiochus,  who  was 
*'  the  third  after  him,  his  hiftory,  which  he  wrote  in  three 
*'  books,  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  the  aftions  of 
"  their  kings."  The  third  after  Alexander  was  certainly  An- 
tiochus Theus  :  for  Seleucus  Nicator  was  the  firfl,  Antiochus 
Soter  the  fecond,  and  Antiochus  Theus  the  third  ;  and  there- 
fore, according  to  Tatian,  it  muft  be  to  him  that  this  dedica- 
tion was  made.    But  it  being  alfo  faid  by  Tatian,  that  he  lived 
in  the  time  of  Alexander,  who  died  64  years  before  the  firfl 
year  of  Antiochus  Theus,  the  age  of  the  hiflorian  makes  it 
neceffary  to  place  this  dedication  to  Antiochus  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  that  is,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign.    For,  fuppofing  Be- 
rofus to  have  been  20  at  the  death  of  Alexander,  in  whofe 
time  he  is  faid  to  have  lived,  he  muft  have  been  84  in  the 
firft  year  of  Antiochus  Theus  ;  and  fo  great  an  age  makes  it 
probable  he  could  not  have  lived  long  beyond  it  i   and  there- 
fore below  this  year  we  cannot  well  place   this  dedication. 
And  the  account  which  »  Pliny  gives  us  of  this  hiftory,  brings 
down  the  ending  of  it  to  have  been  hereabout ;  for  he  faith^ 
that   it  contained   aftronomical  obfervations  for  480  years. 
Learned  men,   with  good  reafon,  ^  begin  the  computation  of 
thefe  480  years  from  the  beginning  of  the  aera  of  NabonafTar, 
and  the  480th  year  of  that  sera  ended  about  fix  years  before 
Antiochus  Theus  began  his  reign.     And  that  he  fhould  end 
his  hiftory  at  a  term  fix  years  before  he  publifhed  it  is  not 
hard  to  conceive,  though  perchance  it  might  be  deduced  down 
to  the  death  of  Antiochus  Soter,  and  the  odd  number  be  left 
out  in  the  computation,  it  being  ufual  in  the  reckoning  of 
fuch  long  fums  to  end  them  at  a  full  number.    After  the  Ma- 
cedonians had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Babylon,  he  learned 
from  them  the  Greek  language  ;  and,  pafling  from  Babylon 
into  Greece,  firft  fettled  ^  at  Cos,  a  place  famous  for  the  birth 
of  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  phyficians,  and  did  there  fet  up 
a  fchool  for  the  teaching  of  aftronomy  and  aftrology ;  and  af« 
terwards  from  Cos  he  went  to  Athens,  where  he  grew  fo  fa- 
mous for  his  aftrological  predidions,  that  they  there  '^  erefted 
to  him  in  their  gymnafium,  the  public  place  of  their  exercifes,, 

F  2  a 

*  Lib.;,  c.  56. 

b  Vide  UlTerii  Annalcs  Veteris  Teftamenti  fub  anno  J.  P.  4453.  ''k 
Voflium  de  Hilloricis  Graecis,  lib.  i.  c.  13. 
'^  Vitruviu3,  lib.  9.  c.  7. 
<*PUnius,  lib.  7.C  37. 
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a  ftatue  with  a  golden  tongue.  Many  noble  fragments  of  his 
hiftory  are  prefer ved  by  Jofephus  and  Eufebius,  which  give 
great  light  to  many  palTages  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  without  which  the  feries  of  the  Babylonian  kings 
could  not  have  been  well  made  out.  Of  the  counterfeit  Bero- 
fus,  publifhed  by  Annius  of  Veterbo,  ^  I  have  already  fpoken^ 
and  therefore  need  not  here  again  repeat  it. 

Ptolemy,  being  intent  to  advance  the  riches  of  his  kingdom, 

contrived  to  bring  all  the  trade  of  the  Eaft  that  was 
PM°Phi^'    ^y  ^^^  ^"^°  ^^'  ^^^  hitherto  been  managed  by 

dcjp'h.  a6.'    ^^^  Tyrians,  and  they  carried  it  on  by  fea  to  Elath, 

and  from  thence  by  the  way  of  Rhinocorura  to  Tyre. 
Thefe  were  both  fea-port  towns,  Elath  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
Red  fea,  and  Rhinocorura  at  the  bottom  of  the  Mediterranean, 
between  Egypt  and  Paleftine,  near  the  mouth  of  that  river 
which  the  fcriptures  call  the  river  of  Egypt.  Of  both  which 
places,  and  the  trade  carried  on  through  them  by  theTyriana, 
I  have  ^  already  fpoken  in  the  firft  part  of  this  hillory.  To 
this  trade  into  Egypt,  Ptolemy  contrived  to  build  a  city  on 
the  weftern  iide  of  the  Red  fea,  from  whence  he  might  fet  out 
his  fliipping  for  the  carrying  of  it  on.  But  cbferving  that  the 
Red  fea,  towards  the  bottom  of  the  gulf,  was  of  very  difficult 
and  dangerous  navigation,  by  reafon  of  its  rocks  and  Ihelves^ 
^  he  built  his  city  at  as  great  diflance  from  that  part  of  this 
fea  as  he  could,  placing  it  almoft  as  far  down  as  the  confines  of 
Ethiopia,  and  called  it  Berenice,  from  the  name  of  his  mother^ 
But  that  not  having  a  good  harbour,  Myos  Hormus,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  afterwards  found  to  be  a  more  convenient 
port ;  and  therefore  all  the  wares  of  Arabia,  India,  Perfia,  and 
Ethiopia,  being  brought  thither  by  fea,  they  were  carried  from 
thence,  on  camels  backs,  to  Coptus  on  the  Nile,  and  from 
thence  down  that  river  to  Alexandria,  from  whence  they  were 
difperfed  all  over  the  Weft,  and  the  wares  of  the  Weft  were 
carried  back  the  fame  way  into  the  Eaft ;  by  which  means 
the  Tyrians  being  deprived  of  this  profitable  traffic,  it  be- 
came thenceforth  fixed  at  Alexandria ;  and  this  city,  from 
that  time,  continued  to  be  the  prime  mart  of  all  the  trade 
that  was  carried  on  between  the  Eaft* and  the  Weft  for  above 
17CO  years  after,  till,  a  little  above  two  centuries  fince,  ano- 
ther pafiage  from  the  Weft  into  thofe  countries  was  found  out 
by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  the  road  from 
Coptus  to  the  Red  fea  being  through  deferts,  where  no  water 

was 

•  P.iTt  I.  bock  8.  lender  the  year  298. 
i>  Fait  I.  book  i.  under  the  year  740. 
^  Strabo,  lib.  17.  p.  815, 


BOOK  11.  THE   OLD   AND    NEW   TESTAMENT.  ^Tj 

was  to  be  had,  nor  any  convenience  of  towns  or  houfes  for 
the  lodging  of  paflengei",  Ptolemy,  for  the  remedying  of  both 
thefe  inconveniences,  ^  drew  a  ditch  from  Coptus,  which  car- 
ried the  water  of  the  Nile  all  along  by  that  road,^  and  built  on  it 
feveral  inns,  at  fuch  proper  diftances,  as  to  afford  every  night 
lodgings  and  convenient  refrefhments,  both  for  man  and  beafl, 
to  all  that  Ihould  pafs  that  way.  And,  as  he  thus  projedled  to 
draw  ail  the  trade  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  into  this  kingdom, 
fo  he  provided  '^  a  very  great  fleet  for  the  proteding  of  it,  part 
of  which  he  kept  in  the  Red  fea,  and  part  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. That  in  the  Mediterranean  alone  was  very  great,  and 
feme  of  the  fliips  of  it  of  a  very  unufual  bignefs  ;  for  *=  he 
had  in  it  two  fliips  of  30  oars  on  a  fide,  one  of  20  oars,  four 
of  14,  two  of  12,  fourteen  of  11,  thirty  of  9,  thirty-feven 
of  7,  five  of  6,  fcventeen  of  5  ;  and  of  4  oars  and  3  oars  of 
a  fide,  he  had  double  the  number  of  all  thefe  already  mention- 
ed J  and  he  had,  over  and  above,  of  the  fmaller  fort  of  veffels 
a  vaft  number.  And,  by  the  ftrength  of  this  fleet,  he  not  only 
maintained  and  advanced  the  trade  of  his  country,  but  alfo  ^ 
kept  moft  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  Leffer  Afia,  that  is, 
Cilicia,  Pamphylia,  Lycia,  and  Caria,  and  alfo  the  Cyclades, 
in  thorough  fubjeclion  to  him,  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Magas,  king  of  Cyrene  and  Libya,  growing  old  and  infirm, 
expreffed  a  defire  of  compofing  all  differences  with 
King  Ptolemy  his  brother,  and,  in  order  hereto,  ^"'J^p^:^,^' 
^  propofed  to  marry  liis  only  daughter  Berenice  to  ^j^Lh  jl^* 
King  Ptolemy's  eldeft  fon,  and  with  her  to  give 
the  inheritance  of  his  kingdom  after  him  ;  which  bsing  ac- 
cepted of  by  Ptolemy,  peace  was  made  between  them  on  thefe 
terms. 

But  Magas,  in  the  year  following,  ^  died  before  the  treaty 

was  executed,  after  he  had  reigned  ^  50  years  over 

Libva  and  Cyrene,  from  the  time  that  thefe  pro-    ^""o  ^57* 
r  a    '        •..  J  .    u-  Ptol.Phila- 

vmces  were  nrit  committed  to  his  government,  on    ^j^.jp},  ^g 

the  death  of  Ophelias.  In  the  latter  end  of  his  life, 

he  gave  himfelf  much  to  eafe  and  luxury,  eating  and  drinking 

beyond  all   temperance  and  meafure  ;  whereon  ^  he  grew  fo 

corpulent,  that  at  length  he  weighed  himfelf  down  into  the  grave  cJ^.JI>uj 

*  Strabo,  ibid.  v 
b  Theocritus  in  IdyJIio  17.    Appianus  in  PrKfatione. 

*  Athensus,  lib.  5.  p.  293. 
d  Theocritus  in  Idyllio  17. 

^  Juftin.  lib.  26.  c.  3.  ubi,  pro  Magas,  ex  errore  fcribarum,  legltur 
Agas. 

t  Juftin.  lib.  26.  c.  3. 

}£  Athenseus  ex  Agdtharcide,  lib.  X3.  p.  550. 

^  Athenseus,  ibid. 
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by  the  load  of  his  own  fat.  After  his  death,  *  Apame  his  wife 
(whom  Juftin  calls  Arfinoe),  fetting  herfelf  very  violently  to 
break  the  match  contrafted  for  her  daughter  with  the  fon  of 
King  Ptolemy,  as  being  agreed  without  her  confent,  fent  into 
Macedon  for  Demetrius,  the  half-brother  of  King  Antigonus 
Gonatas  (for  he  was  the  fon  ^  of  Demetrius  Poliorcetes  by  his 
lall  wife  Ptolemaida,  the  daughter  of  Ptolemy  Soter),  pro- 
mifing  him  her  daughter  in  marriage,  and  the  kingdoms  of 
Libya  and  Cyrene  with  her.  This  invitation  foon  brought  De- 
metrius thither.  But  Apame,  on  his  arrival,  finding  him  a 
very  beautiful  young  man,  fell  in  love  with  him  herfelf:  which 
Demetrius  complying  with,  neglefted  the  young  princefs,  and 
cave  himfelf  wholly  up  to  this  fcandalous  amour  with  the 
mother  ;  and  being  hereon  thoroughly  poffeffed  of  her  favour, 
in  confidence  of  it,  began  to  carry  himfelf  with  great  pride 
and  infolence,  not  only  towards  the  princefs,  but  alfo  towards 
the  minifters  and  foldiers  that  ferved  her  father ;  whereon  they 
all  confpircd  againft  him.  And  Berenice  herfelf,  having  led 
the  confpirators  to  the  door  of  her  mother's  bed-chamber,  when 
be  was  there  accompanying  with  her,  they  fell  upon  him,  and 
flew  him  in  her  bed,  notwithftanding  fhe  did  all  ihe  could,  by 
interpofing  her  body  between  him  and  the  fwords  of  the  con- 
fpirators, to  fave  him  from  this  aflaffination.  After  this  Bere- 
nice went  into  Egypt,  and  there  confum mated  the  marriage 
■with  the  fon  of  King  Ptolemy  which  her  father  had  contra^ed 
for  her,  and  Apame  was  lent  into  Syria  to  King  Antiochus 
Theus  her  brother. 

But,  on  her  arrival  at  his  court,  Ihe  fo  exafperated  him 
againft  King  Ptolemy,  as  to  engage  him  to  enter 
Anno  156.  [j^^Q  a  war  with  him,  which  ^  lafted  long,  and  was 
deloh  20^"  ^^^^^^^  °"  '^'•'^^^  great  violence,  to  the  very  great 
damage  of  King  Antiochus,  and  at  laft  adminiftered 
the  occafion  of  a  cruel  tragedy  in  his  family,  in  which  he  him- 
felf perifhed,  as  will  be  hereafter  related. 

For  the  carrying  on  of  this  war,   Ptolemy  employed  his 
lieutenants,  without  appearing  in   it  himfelf,  by 
Anno  2SS'     reafon  of  the  tender  ftate  of  his  health,  ^  which 
defoh  ^0^'    ^^"'^  "°*^  permit  him  to  bear  the  hardftiips  of  a 
camp,  or  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign.     But  Antio- 
chus, being  in  the  vigour  of  his  youth,  headed  his  armies  him- 
felf, 
•  Juftin.  ibid. 

t'  PluUrchus  in  Dcmetrio.  Here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Apame  was 
the  grand-daughter  of  the  fame  Demetrius,  by  Stratonice  his  daughter, 
for  Ihe  was  the  daughter  of  Antiochus  Sotcv  by  that  lady. 
^  H'.cronymuo  in  Danielem  xi.  5. 
i  Str^tbO;  lib.  17.  p.  ?8y. 
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felf,  and  ^  drew  after  him  all  the  ftrength  of  Babylon  and  theEall, 
for  the  more  vigorous  profecuting  of  the  war.  But  what  were 
the  fucceffes  of  it  on  either  fide  we  have  no  account,  through 
want  of  their  being  recorded  in  hiilory ;  only  we  may  pre- 
fume,  there  were  no  great  advantages  gotten,  nor  any  fignal 
events  brought  to  pafs,  on  either  lide,  becaufe,  if  there  had, 
they  could  not  have  efcaped  being  told  us,  in  an  age  when  there 
lived  fo  many  able  hiftorians  and  learned  men  to  commit  them 
to  writing. 

But,  amidft  this  war,  Ptolemy  did  not  omit  his  fearch  for 
books  for  his  library,  and  alfo  for  pidures  and 
drawings  which  were  the  works  of  eminent  artiits.  pf"'}°puM'** 
And  for  this  Aratus,  the  famous  Sicyonian,  ^  being  ^gipij,  ,1/ 
one  of  his  agents  in  Greece,  he  fo  far  gained  his 
favour  by  his  fervice  to  him  herein,  that,  on  his  applying  to 
him  for  his  help  towards  the  relloring  of  his  city  to  liberty 
and  peace,  he  gave  him  for  this  purpoie  150  talents.  The  cafe 
was  thus  :  ^  Aratus  having  expelled  Nicocles,  the  tyrant  of 
Sicyon,  and  brought  back  the  exiles  again  to  their  city,  great 
difturbances  did  there  arife  hereon  about  the  reftoration  of 
their  lands,  which  had  like  to  have  put  all  into  confufioa 
among  them,  by  r^afon  molt  of  thofe  lands  had  been  tranf- 
ferred  to  other  proprietors,  and,  by  purchafe  and  fale  for  va- 
luable confiderations,  gone  through  feveral  hands  before  the 
exiles  were  reftored,  who  thought  it  hard  to  be  deprived  of 
what  they  had  paid  for  ;  and  there  being  no  other  way  to 
fatisfy  them,  but  by  refunding  their  money  again,  for  this 
reafon  Aratus  applied  to  King  Ptolemy,  and,  with  the  mo- 
ney he  gave  him,  fatisfied  every  body,  and  reftored  peace  to 
Sicyon. 

While  Antiochus  was  carrying  on  the  war  in  which  he 
was  engaged  againft  King  Ptolemy,  there  happened 
a  great  defection  from  him  in  the  eaftern  provinces  p."')%uM°* 
of  his  empire;  and,  by  reafon  of  his  embaraff-  ^^\n\^^  ,^/ 
ments  in  this  war,  he  not  being  at  leifure  imme- 
diately to  fupprefs  it,  the  revolt  at  length  grew  to  an  head  too 
hard  for  him  to  mafter ;  and  this  gave  beginning  to  the  Parthian 
empire.  The  occafion  of  it  was  thus  :  ^  Agathocles,  who  was 
governor  of  Parthia  for  King  Antiochus,  being  fodomitically 
given,  fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  young  man,  called  Teridates, 
and  attempted  a  force  upon  him  for  the  gratifying  of  his  unna- 

F  4  tural 

*  Hieronymus  ia  D;inielem  xi.  5. 
t>  Plutarchus  in  Arato. 

*  Arrianus  in  Parthicis  apud  Photium,  cod.  58.    SynccUus,  p.  284. 
Ji^flia.  lib.  41.  c.  4.    Strabo,  lib.  1 1.  p.  j  15. 
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tural  luft.  Whereupon  Arfaces,  the  brother  of  the  youth,  to 
refcue  him  from  this  violence;  with  feme  other  of  his  friends 
joining  with  him,  fell  upon  the  governor,  and  flew  him  ;  and, 
after  that,  drawing  a  company  together  after  him  for  the  vin- 
dication of  the  faft,  he,  in  a  little  time,  while  neglected  by 
Andochus,  grew  flrong  enough  to  expel  the  Macedonians  out 
of  the  province,  and  there  fet  up  for  himfelf.  And  about  the 
fame  time  Theodotus  *  revolted  in  Badria,  and,  from  being 
governor  of  that  province,  declared  himfelf  king  of  it.  And 
that  country  having  looo  cities  in  it,  he  got  them  all  under 
his  obedience;  and,  while  Aitiochus  delayed  to  look  that  way, 
by  reafon  of  his  wars  with  Egypt,  made  himfelf  too  ftrong  in 
them  to  be  afterwards  reduced  j  which  example  being  followed 
by  other  nations  in  thofe  parts,  they  all  there  generally  revolt- 
ed at  the  fame  time;  and  Antiochus  loft  almoft  all  thofe  eaftern 
provinces  of  his  empire  that  lay  beyond  the  Tigris.  This  hap- 
pened, ^  Juftin  tells  us,  while  L.  Maiilius  Vulfo,  and  M.  Atti- 
iius  Regulus,  were  confuls  at  Rome. 

This  fame  year,  on  the  death  of  ManafTeh,  high  prieft  of  the 
Jews,  ^  Onias,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  fucceeded  him  in  his 
office.  He  was  the  fon  of  Simon  the  Juft ;  but,  having  been 
left  an  infant  at  his  father's  death,  Ekazar,  the  brother  of  Si- 
mon, was  then  made  high  prieft  in  his  ftead;  and  he  alfo  dying 
before  Onias  was  of  an  age  capable  for  the  executing  of  the  of- 
fice, ManafTeh,  the  fon  of  Jaddua,  and  uncle  of  Simon  the  Juft, 
was  called  to  it ;  and  now,  he  being  dead,  Onias  came  into  the 
office.  But,  being  a  man  of  an  heavy  temper,  and  a  very 
fordid  fpirit,  he  behaved  himfelf  very  meanly  in  that  ftation, 
to  the  endangering  of  the  whole  Jewifli  ftate,  by  the  ill- 
nefs  of  his  condudl  ;  as  will  hereafter  be  related  in  its  proper 
place. 

The  commotions  and  revolts  which  happened  in  the  Eaft 
making  Antiochus  weary  cf  his  war  with  King 
p"?°Ph1^*  ■P^^^^^^y*  '^  peace  was  made  between  them  on  the 
delph.  s6.'  terms,  Tliat  Antiochus,  divorcing  Loadice,  his  for- 
mer wife,  ftiould  marry  Berenice,  the  daughter  of 
Ptolemy,  and  make  her  his  queen,  inftead  of  the  other,  and 
entail  his  crown  upon  the  male  iilue  of  that  marriage.  And 
this  agreement  being  ratified  on  both  fides,  for  the  full  per- 
formance of  it,-  Antiochus  put   away  Laodice,    though  llie 

were 

»  Strabo  &  JuRin.  ibid. 
b  Lib.  41.  c.  4. 

'^  Joftph,  Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.  3. 

d  Hicrcnymus  in  Danicltm  xi.  Tolycenus  Stratagem,  lib.  8,  c.  50, 
AthefiKus,  lib.:;,  c.  6. 
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were  *  his  lifter  by  the  fame  father,  and  he  had  two  fonsborn 
to  him  hy  her  ;  and  Ptolemy,  carrying  his  daughter  to  Pelu- 
fium,  there  put  her  on  board  his  fleet,  and  failed  with  her  to  Se- 
leucia,  a  fea-port  town  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Orontes  in 
Syria;  where  having  met  Antiochus,  he  delivered  his  daughter 
to  him,  and  the  marriage  was  celebrated  with  great  folemnity. 
And  thus  "  the  king's  daughter  of  the  South  came,  and  was 
<*  married  to  the  king  of  the  North  ;"  and,  by  virtue  of  that  mar- 
riage, *'  an  agreement  was  made  between  thofe  two  kings,"  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecy  of  the  prophet  Daniel  xi.  ^.6.    For, 
in  that  place,  by  the  king  of  the  South,  is  meant  the  king  of 
Egypt,  and,  by  the  king  of  the  North,  the  king  of  Syria  j  and 
both  are  there  fo  called  in  refpecl  of  Judea,  which  lying  between 
thefe  two  countries,  hath  Egypt  on  the  fouth,  and  Syria,  on  the 
north.     For  the  fuller  underftanding  of  this  prophecy,  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  the  holy  prophet,  after  having  fpoken  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  (v.  3.)  and  of  the  four  kings,  among  whom 
his  empire  was  divided,  (v.  4.)  confines  the  reft  of  his  prophecy 
in  that  chapter  to  two  of  them  only,  that  isjto  the  king  of  Egypt, 
and  the  king  of  Syria ;  and  firft  he  begins  with  that  king  of 
Egypt  who  firft  reigned  in  that  country  after  Alexander,  that 
is  Ptolemy  Soter,  whom  he  calls  king  of  the  South,  and  faith 
of  him  that  he  fhould  be  ftrong.     And  that  he  was  foall  that 
write  of  him  do  fufficiently  teftify ;  for  he  had  under  him  Egypt, 
Libya,  Cyrene,  Arabia,  Paleftine,  Ccele-Syria,  moft  of  the  ma- 
ritime provinces  of  Leffer  Afia,  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  feveral 
of  the  ifles  of  the  Egean  fea,  now  called  the  Archipelago,  and 
fome  cities  alfo  in  Greece,  as  Sicyon,  Corinth,  and  others.  And 
then  the  prophet  proceedeth  to  fpeak  of  another  of  the  four 
fucceflbrs  (or  princes,  as  he  calls  them)  of  Alexander,  and  he 
was  Seleucus  Nicator  king  of  the  North,  of  whom  he  faith, 
that  hejhou/d  hejlrong  above  the  king  of  the  South,  and  have 
great  dominion  alfo  above  him  ;  that  is,  greater  than  the  king 
of  the  South.    And  that  he  had  fo,  appears  from  all  the  large 
territdries  he  was  poffeflfed  of;  for  he  had  under  him  all  the 
countries  of  the  Eaft  from  Mount  Taurus  to  the  river  Indus, 
and  feveral  of  the  provinces  of  Lcffcr  Afia,  alfo  from  Mount 
Taurus  to  the  Egean  fea;  and  he  had  moreover  added  to  them, 
before  his  death,  Thrace  and  Macedon.  And  then,  in  the  next 
place,  (v.  6.)  he  tells  us  of  the  coming  of  the  king\f  daughter 
of  the  South,  after  the  end  of  feveral  years,  to  the  king  of  the 
North,  and  the  agreement,  or  treaty  of  peace,  'ivhich^/houid  there- 
on he  made  between  thofe  two  kings  ;  which  plainly  points  out 

unto 

^  Polyaenns,  lib.  8.  c.  50.  dicite^m  faifTc;  Ant'ochi  oy.ardTf^wv  a.hy.t.j>nr, 
L  e.  f«rorem  tx  p-'tre.  <i\m  fciiicet  Antiochus  !Sot«r  erat  utriufque  pater, 
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unto  us  this  marriage  of  Berenice,  daughter  to  Ptolemy  Phila- 
delphus  king  of  Egypt,  with  Antiochus  Theus  king  of  Syria, 
and  the  peace  which  was  thereon  made  between  them :  for  all 
this  was  exa^lly  tranfacled  according  to  what  was  predicted  by 
the  holy  prophet  in  this  prophecy.  After  this  the  holy  pro- 
phet proceeds,  through  the  reft  of  tlie  chapter,  to  forelliew  all 
the  other  moft  remarkable  events  that  were  brought  to  pafs 
in  the  tranfaflions  of  the  fucceeding  times  of  thefe  two  races 
of  kings,  till  the  death  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  the  great  per- 
fecutor  of  the  Jewifn  nation  :  all  which  I  fhall  take  notice  of 
ill  the  following  feries  of  this  hiitory,  and  apply  them  to  the 
prophecy  for  the  explication  of  it,  as  they  come  in  my  way. 
Ptolemy  being  a  curious  collector  of  ftatues,  drawings,  and 

pi6lures,  that  were  the  works  of  eminent  artifts,  as 
^\orPhiIa  ^^^^  ^^  °^  books,  while  he  was  in  Syria  the  laft 
delph.  "7."    y^^^t  ^^^"^  there  a  ftatue  of  Diana,  in  one  of  her 

temples,  which  he  was  much  taken  with  ;  and 
therefore  deiiring  it  of  Antiochus,  *  carried  it  with  him  into 
Egypt.  But  he  had  not  been  long  returned  thither,  ere  Ar- 
linoe,  falling  lick,  dreamed,  that  Diana  appeared  to  her,  and 
told  her,  that  the  caule  of  her  ficknefs  was,  that  Ptolemy  had 
taken  away  her  ftatue  from  the  temple  where  it  had  been  con- 
fecrated  to  her.  Whereon  the  ftatue  was  fent  back  again  into 
Syria,  and  there  replaced  in  the  temple  from  whence  it  had 
been  taken,  and  many  gifts  and  oblations  were  added  to  ap- 
peafe  the  wrath  of  the  goddefs.  But  this  did  not  at  all  help 
the  iick  queen ;  for  fhe  foon  after  died  of  the  ficknefs  fhehad  lan- 
guilhed  under,  and  left  Ptolemy  in  great  grief  for  her  lofs  :  for 
though  ihe  were  much  older  than  he,  and  pall  child-bearing 
when  he  married  her,  yet  he  doted  on  her  to  the  laft,  and, 
after  her  death,  did  all  that  he  could  for  her  honour,  calling 
feveral  cities,  which  he  had  built,  by  her  name,  and  erecting 
obelifks  to  her  memory,  and  doing  many  other  unufual  things, 
to  exprefs  the  great  affeition  a;id  regni-d  which  he  had  for- 
her :  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  was,  his  attempting  to 
ereft  a  temple  to  her  at  Alexandria,  in  which  it  ^  was  pro- 
jedted  to  build  a  dome,  whofe  vault  being  all  arched  with 
loadftone,  ftiould  caufe  an  image  of  hers,  made  of  fteel,  there 
to  hang  in  the  air  in  the  middle  of  the  dome,  by  virtue  of 
the  attractive  quality  of  the  loadftones.  This  defign  was  the 
contrivance  of  Dinocrates,  a  famous  archite£l;  of  thofe  times  ; 
and  when  it  was  laid  before  King  Ptolemy,  he  was  fo  pleafed 
with  it,  that  the  work  was  forthwith  begun,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  him  that  projefted  it.     But  whether  it  would  take, 

ex 
*  Libanius  Or^.t.  xl.  ^  Plinius,  lib.  34,  c.  14. 
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or  no,  never  came  to  the  trial  ;  for  both  Ptolemy  and  the 
archite6l  foon  after  dying,  this  did  put  an  end  to  the  defign  ; 
fo  that  no  experiment  was  made  of  what  the  loadftones  could 
do  in  this  cafe.  It  hath  long  gone  current  among  many,  that 
the  body  of  Mahomet,  after  his  death,  being  laid  in  an  iron 
coffin,  was  thus  hung  in  the  air  by  virtue  of  loadftones  in 
the  roof  of  the  room  where  it  was  repofited ;  but  how  fa- 
bulous this  ftory  is,  I  have  already  fliewn  in  the  life  of  that 
impoftor. 

Ptolemy,  after  the  death  of  Arfinoe,  did  not  long  furvive 
her  :  for  being  originally  of  a  tender  conftitution, 
and  having  further  weakened  it  ^  by  a  luxurious    pf  ^%l^/' 
indulgence,  he  could  not  bear  the  approach  of  age,    jeiph.  38. 
nor  the  grief  of  mind  which  he  fell  under  on  the 
lofs  of  his  beloved  wife  ;  but,  finking  away  under  thefe  bur- 
dens, died  in  his  great  climadleric,  the  63d  year  of  his  life, 
after  having  reigned  over  Egypt  "^38  years.     He  left  behind 
him  two  fons  and  a  daughter,  which  he  had  by  Arfinoe  the 
daughter  of  Lyfimachus,  his  firft  wife.    The  eldell  of  the  two 
fons  if  Ptolemy  Euergetes  who  reigned  after  him;  the  other 
was  called  Lyfimachus,  which  was  the  name  of  his  maternal 
grandfather.     He  was  put  to  death  by  his  brother  for  feme 
infnrredion  which   he  had  made  againft  him.     The  daughter 
was  Berenice,  who  was  lately  married  to  Antiochus  Theus, 
king  of  Syria. 

Ptolemy  Philadelphus  having  been  ^  a  very  learned  prince, 
and  a  great  patron  of  learning,  as  well  as  a  great  colledlor  of 
books,  many  of  thofe,  who  were  eminent  for  any  part  of  li- 
terature, reforted  to  him  from  all  parts,  and  partook  of  his 
favour  and  bounty.  ^  Seven  celebrated  poets  of  that  age  are 
efpecially  faid  to  have  lived  in  his  court ;  four  of  which, 
Theocritus,  Callimachus,  Lycophron,  and  Aratus,  have  of 
their  works  ftill  remaining,  and  among  thefe  the  firft  of  them 
hath  an  idyllium,  and  the  fecond  an  hymn  written  in  his 
praife.  Manetho,  the  Egyptian  hiftorian,  dedicated  his  hiftory 
to  him,  ^  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken.  And  Zoilus,  the 
fnarling  critic,  ^  came  alfo  to  his  court  ;  he  had  ^  written 
againft  Homer,  whom  all  befides  highly  valued  and  admired  ; 
and  he  had  alfo  criticifed  upon  the  works  of  other  eminent 
writers  in  a  very  biting  and  detrading  ftyle  ;  and  from  hence 

his 

*  Athenaeus,  lib.  t2.  c.  10. 

b  Canon  Ptoleirsei  Aftronomi. 

^  Athenasus,  lib.  rx.c.  10.  Strat>o,  lib.  17.  p.  789.  • 

d  Vide  Voffium  de  Hiftoricis  Grsecis,  lib.  r.  c.  la. 

*  Part  I.  book  7.  under  the  year  350. 

f  Vitruvius  in  Prafatione  ad  Ubram  7.  Architedurae  fuse. 
5  X)e  eo  vide  Vcifium  de  Hiftoricis  Grsecj?,  lib.  i.  c.  ij. 
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his  name  grew  fo  infamous,  that  it  was  afterwards  given  by 
way  of  reproach  to  all  detraftors  ;  and  carping  Zoilus  became 
a  proverbial  expreflion  of  infamy  upon  all  fuch.  Although 
his  eminency  this  way  was  fo  remarkable,  that  he  excelled  all 
men  in  it,  yet  this  could  not  reconKriCnd  him  to  King  Ptolemy. 
How  great  foever  his  wit  were,  he  hated  him  for  the  bitter- 
nefs  and  iil-nature  of  it,  and  therefore  would  give  him  no- 
thing ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  having  drawn  on  him  the 
odium  and  averfion  of  all  men,  he  at  length  died  miferably  ; 
fome  fay  he  was  Honed,  others  that  he  was  crucified  by  King 
Ptolemy  for  a  crime  he  had  committed  deferving  of  that  pu- 
nifhment. 

This  king  had  alfo  been  a  great  bnilder  of  new  cities,  and 
many  old  ones  he  repaired,  and  gave  new  names  to  them;  and 
particularly  two  of  this  iaft  fort  were  in  Paleftine ;  for  there 
he  rebuilt,  on  the  weft  tide  of  that  country.  Ace,  =  a  famous 
port  on  that  coaft ;  and,  on  the  eaftera  fide,  that  ancient  city 
which  is  fo  often  mentioned  in  fcripture  by  the  name  of  Kab- 
bah of  the  children  of  Ammon.  Ace  he  called,  from  one  of 
his  names,  Ptolemais,  and  Rabbah,  from  the  other  of  hiii 
names,  »  Philadelphia.  The  former  of  thefe  is  ftill  in  be- 
ing, and,  having  recovered  its  old  name,  is  called  Aeon  ;  by 
which  it  is  often  mentioned,  and  is  of  very  famous  note  in  the 
hiftories  of  the  holy  war.  The  Turks  at  prefent  name  it 
^  Acre.  And  he  left  fo  many  other  monuments  of  his  magni- 
iicence  behind  him,  in  cities,  in  temples,  and  other  public 
edifices  built  by  him,  that  it  afterwards  grew  into  a  proverb, 
when  ar.y  work  was  erefted  with  more  than  ordinary  fump- 
tuoufneis,  to  call  it  Philadelphian. 

But,  notwithilandlng  the  great  expence  he  muft  have  been 
at  in  all  this,  he  died  poifciled  of  vaft  riches;  for  although  '^  he 
had  two  great  fleets,  one  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  other 
in  the  Red  fea,  and  maintained  conftantly  in  pay  an  army  of 
200, occ  foot,  and  40,000  horfe,  and  had  alfo  300  elephants, 
and  2C00  armed  chariots,  befides  arms  in  his  magazines  for 
'^oc.ozo  men  niore,  and  all  other  neceffary  implements  and 
engines  ror  war ;  yet  he  left  in  his  treaiury  740,000  Egyp- 
tiaii  talents  in  ready  money,  which  being  reduced  to  our  mo- 
ney, make  a  prodigious  fum  :  for  '^  every  Egyptian  talent  con- 
tamed  7500  Attic  drachms,  which  is  1500  drachms  more  than 
an  Attic  talent.    This  fhews  how  vaft  his  revenues  muft  have 

been, 

'  Vide  Relandi  Paleftinam  llluftratam. 
b  See  S.^ndys,  Thcvtiiot,  and  other  traveller?. 
«  Ai  pia.aii  in  Prcefatione.  liicronymusin  Comment,  in  Danieleip  xi. 
Athcnscus,  lib.  5.  p.  203. 
J  Vide  Btriiaidum  dc  Mcnfuris  &  Fondcribus  Antiquorum,  p,  i86. 
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been,  which  he  had  the  art  to  make  the  moft  of:  for  it  is  *  Ap- 
plan's  character  of  him,  that,  as  he  was  the  moft  fplendid  and 
magnificent  of  all  the  kings  df  his  time  in  the  laying  out  of 
his  money,  fo  was  he  of  all  the  mofl  intent  and  ikilful  in  the 
p-athering  of  it  in. 

Antiochus  Theus,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  death  of  King 
Ptolemy  Philadelpus,  his  father-in-law,  removed 
^  Berenice  from  his  bed,  and  again  ^  recalled  unto  ^'^'^^^  ^^' 
him  Laodice  and  her  children.  But  Ihe  knowing  ^^^j  ^ 
the  unfteady  and  fickle  humour  of  Antiochus,  and 
therefore  fearing  thai  he  might,  upon  as  light  change  of  mind, 
again  recal  Berenice,  as  he  had  her,  refolved  to  make  ufe  of 
the  prefent  opportunity  to  fecure  the  fucceffion  to  her  fon.  For, 
by  the  late  treaty  with  Ptolemy,  her  children  were  to  be  dif- 
inherited,  and  the  crown  to  be  fettled  on  the  children  which 
Berenice  fhould  bear  unto  him  ;  and  fhe  already  had  one  fon 
by  him.  For  the  affeding  of  this  defign,  ^  fhe  procured  An- 
tiochus to  be  poifoned  by  his  fervants,  and  then,  on  his  death, 
did  putaneArtemon,  that  was  very  much  like  him,  into  his  bed, 
to  perfonate  him  as  fick,  till,  fhe  fhould  have  brought  her 
matters  to  bear ;  who  ading  his  part  well,  the  death  of  the  king 
was  not  known,  till  by  orders  forged  in  his  name,  her  eldefl 
fon  by  him,  Seleucus  Callinicils,  was  fecured  of  the  fucceffion; 
and  then,  the  death  of  the  king  being  publicly  declared,  Se- 
leucus afcended  the  throne  without  any  oppofition,  and  fat  in 
it  20  years.  But  Laodice,  not  thinking  him  fafe  in  the  pof- 
fefiion  which  he  had  thus  taken  of  it,  as  long  as  Berenice  and 
her  fon  lived,  **  deligns  were  laid  to  cut  them  both  off;  which 
Berenice  being  informed  of,  fhe  fled  with  her  fon  to  Daphne,, 
and  there  fhut  herfelf  up  in  the  afylum  which  was  built  in 
that  place  by  Seleucus  Nicator.  But  Ihe  being  circumvented  by 
the  fraud  of  thofe,  who,  by  the  appointment  of  Laodice,  did 
there  befiege  her,  lirll  her  fon,  and  afterwards  ilie  herfelf,  were 
villanoufly  flain,  with  all  the  Egyptian  attendants  that  came 
with  her.  And  hereby  was  exactly  fulfilled  what  was  fore- 
told by  the  prophet  Daniel  concerning  this  marriage,  (ch.  xi. 
V.  6.)  ;  that  is,  that,  Neither  he  (that  is,  Antiochus  king  of 
the  North)  nor  Jhe  (that  is,  Berenice  daughter  of  Ptolemy 
king  of  the  South')  J/jould  continue  in  their  power  ,-  hitt  that  he 
(that  is,  King  hnxXoohus)  JIdouM  fall,  and  that  Jhe  (that  is,  Be- 
renice^ 

'  In  Prcefatione  ad  Opera  Iliflorica. 

b  Hieronymi.  Comment,  in  Danidem  xi. 

^  Hieronymus,  ibid.  Piinius,  lib.  7.  c.  12.  Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  9. 
c.  14.  Solinus,  c.  r. 

d  Hieronymus,  ibid.  Appiarus  in  Syrlacis.  JuRia.  lib.  27.  c.  r.  Po- 
ly^nus  Stratagem,  lib.  8.  c.  50. 
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renice),  being  deprived  of  him  that  Jlrengthened  her  (that  is, 
of  her  father,  who  died  a  little  beforej,  Jhouldhe  given  up  with 
thofe  that  brought  her,  that  is,  that  came  with  her  out  of  Egypt, 
and  her  Jon  y  ^  whomjhe  brought  forth,  to  be  cut  ofF,  and  de- 
ft royed.  And  fo  it  happened  to  them  all,  in  the  manner  as  I 
have  related. 

While  Berenice  continued  (hut  up  and  befieged  in  Daphne,  " 
the  cities  of  LelTer  Afia,  hearing  of  her  diftrefs,  commiferated 
her  cafe,  and  immediately,  by  a  joint  aflbciation,  fent  an  army 
towards  Antioch  for  her  relief ;  and  '^  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  her 
brother,  haftened  thither  with  a  greater  force  out  of  Egypt 
for  the  fame  purpofe.  But  both  Berenice  and  her  fon  were 
cut  off  before  either  of  them  could  arrive  for  their  help:  where- 
on both  armies  turning  their  defire  of  faving  the  queen  and 
her  fon  into  a  rage  for  the  revenging  of  their  death,  the  Afian 
forces  joined  the  Egyptian  for  the  effecting  of  it,  and  Ptolemy, 
at  the  head  of  both,  carried  all  before  him  ;  for  he  not  only  flew 
Laodice,  but  alfo  '^  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  Syria  and  Cilicia, 
and  then,  paffing  the  Euphrates,  brought  all  under  him  as  far 
as  Babylon  and  the  river  Tigris,  and  would  have  fubjugated. 
to  him  all  the  other  provinces  of  the  Syrian  empire,  but  that 
a  fedition  arifmg  in  Egypt  during  his  abfence  ^  called  him  back 
to  fupprefs  it.  And  therefore  ^  having  appointed  Antiochus 
and  Xantippus,  two  of  his  generals,  the  former  of  them  to 
command  the  provinces  he  had  taken  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Mount  Taurus,  and  the  other  to  command  the  provinces  he 
had  taken  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  he  marched  back  into  Egypt, 
carrying  with  him  vaft  treafures,  which  he  had  gotten  together 
in  the  plunder  of  the  conquered  provinces  :  for  s  he  brought 
from  thence  with  him  40,000  talents  of  filver,  a  vaft  number 
of  precious  veffels  of  filver  and  gold,  and  images  alfo  to  the 
number  of  2500,  among  which  were  many  of  the  Egyptian 
idols,  which  Cambyfes,  on  his  conquering  Egypt,  carried 
thence  into  Perfia.  Thefe  Ptolemy  having  reftored  to  their 
former  temples,  on  his  return  from  this  expedition,  he  there- 
by much  endeared  himfelf  to  his  people  :  for  the  Egyp- 
tians being  then  of  all  nations  the  moft  bigotted  to  their  ido- 
latrous worfhip,  they  highly  valued  this  aftion  of  their  king 
in  thus  bringing  back  their  gods  again  to  them.  And,  in  ac- 
knowledgement 

*  So  it  is  ill  the  margin  of  our  En-  d  Juftin.  Appian.  &  Hierony- 

j:Uth  Bible,  and  this  is  the  truer  ver-  mus,  ibid.  Polybiiis,  lib  j .  Polyae- 

lion.  mis,  lib.  8.  c.  5c. 

h  Juftin.  lib.  27.  c.  i.  ^  Juftin.  lib.  27.  c.  1. 

^  JuHin.  ibid.  Appianiis  in  Syria-  f  Hieronymus  in  Dan.  xi, 

,cis.    Hirrcnynnus  m  DarJclem  xi.  s  Hieronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  Mo« 

Pplyccnus,  lib.  t,  c.  jc.  curaentuni  Arduktanura. 
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knowledgement  hereof  it  was,  that  he  had  the  name  of  Euer- 
getes  (i.  e.  the  BenefaBor)  given  unto  him  by  them.  And  all 
this  happened  exactly  as  it  was  foretold  by  the  prophet  Daniel 
(chap.  xi.  7.  8.  9.)  For  in  that  prophecy  he  tells  us,  that,  af- 
ter the  king's  daughter  of  the  South  fhould,  with  her  fon  and 
her  attendants,  be  cutoff,  and  he  that (Irengtliened her  in  thofe 
times  (that  is,  her  father,  who  was  her  chief  fupport)  fhould 
be  dead,  there  Jhould  one  arije  out  of  a  branch  of  her  roots  in 
his  eflate,  that  is,  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  who,  fpringing  from 
the  fame  root  with  her,  as  being  her  brother,  did  ftand  up  in 
the  eftate  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  his  father,  whom  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  fhould  come  with  an  army, 
and  enter  into  the  fort  refs  of  the  king  of  the  North  ^  andpre'vaU 
againji  hiniy  and  fjould  carry  captive  into  Egypt  the  gods  of 
the  Syrians,  with  their  prifices^  and  with  their  precious  veffels 
of  fiver  and  gold  ;  and  fi  fhould  come,  and  return  again  into 
his  own  kingdom.  And  hov/  exactly  all  this  was  fulfilled,  what 
is  above  related  doth  fufficiently  fhew.  It  is  faid  alfo  in  the 
fame  prophecy,  (v.  8.)  T^hat  the  king  of  the  South,  on  his  return 
into  his  kingdom,  Jhould  continue  more  years  than  the  king  of 
the  North :  and  fo  it  happened  j  for  Ptolemy  Euergetes  outlived 
Seleucus  Callinicus  four  years,  as  will  be  hereafter  (liewn. 

When  Ptolemy  Euergetes  went  on  this  expedition  into  Sy- 
ria, *  Berenice  his  queen,  out  of  the  tender  love  flie  had  for  bim, 
being  much  concerned,  becaufe  of  the  danger  which  flie  feared 
he  m.ight  be  expofed  to  in  this  war,  made  a  vow  of  confecrating 
her  hair  (in  the  finenefs  of  which,  it  feems,  the  chief  of  her 
beauty  confifted),  in  cafe  he  returned  again  fafe  and  unhurt  5 
and  therefore,  on  his  coming  back  again  with  fafety  and  full 
fuccefs,  for  the  fulfilling  of  her  vow,  ihe  cut  off  her  hair,  and 
offered  it  up  in  the  temple  which  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  had 
built  to  his  beloved  wife  Arfmoe,  on  the  promontory  of  Ze- 
phyrium  in  Cyprus,  by  the  name  of  the  Zephyr ian  Venus. 
But  there,  a  little  after,  the  confecrated  hair  being  loft,  or  per- 
chance contemptuoufly  flung  away  by  the  priefts,  and  Ptolemy 
being  much  offended  at  it,  Conon  of  Samos,  a  flattering  mathe- 
matician then  at  Alexandria,  to  faive  up  the  matter,  and  alfo 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  king,  gave  out,  that  this  hair  was 
catched  up  into  heaven  ;  and  he  there  Iheued  feven  flars  near 
the  tail  of  the  lion,  not  till  then  taken  within  any  conftellation, 
which  he  faid  were  the  queen's  confecrated  hair  ;  which  con- 
ceit of  his  other  flattering  aftronomers  following  with  the  fame 
view,  or  perchance  not  daring  to  fay  otiierwife,  hence  Coma 
Berenices  (i.  e.  the  hair  of  Berenice)  became  one  of  tlie  con- 

ftellaticns, 

•  Hygini  Poetica  Aftronom'ca.   Nonnus  In  Hiftcri.irum  Syr.ago-n, 
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flellations,  and  is  fo  to  this  day.  Callimachus  the  poet,  who, 
as  I  have  afore  fliewn,  lived  in  thefe  times,  made  an  hymn 
upon  this  hair  of  Queen  Berenice,  a  tranflation  of  which  being 
made  by  Catullus,  is  flill  extant  among  his  poetical  work. 

On  King  Ptolemy  Eurgetes's  return  from  this  expedition, 
*  he  took  Jerufalem  in  his  way,  and  there,  by  many  facrifices 
to  the  God  of  Ifrael,  paid  his  acknowledgements  for  the  vifto- 
ries  he  had  obtained  over  the  king  of  Syria,  choofing  rather  to 
offer  up  his  thanks  to  him,  than  to  the  gods  of  Egypt,  for 
them;  the  reafon  of  which  very  probably  might  be,  that,  being 
Ihewn  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  concerning  them,  he  inferred 
from  thence,  that  he  owed  them  only  to  that  God,  whofs  pro- 
ph  ethad  fo  fully  predided  them. 

As  fooa  as  Ptolemy  was  returned  into  Egypt,  ^  Seleucus 
prepared  a  great  fleet  on  the  coafts  of  Syria,  for 
Anno  145'  the  reducing  of  the  revolted  cities  of  Afia.  But  he 
Eu^ereetes ».  ^^*  "°  fooner  put  to  fea,  but,  meeting  with  a 
very  violent  florm,  he  loft  all  his  fhips  in  it,  fcarce 
any  thing  remaining  of  fo  great  a  preparation,  befides  himfelf, 
and  fome  few  of  his  followers,  that  efcaped  naked  with  him  to 
land  from  this  calamitous  wreck.  But  this  blow,  how  terrible 
fbever  it  might  feem  at  firft  to  appear,  by  a  ftrange  turn  of 
affairs,  did  all  in  the  refult  prove  to  his  advantage:  for  the  re- 
volted cities  of  Afia  (who,  out  of  the  abhorrence  they  had  of 
him  for  the  murder  of  Berenice  and  her  fon,  had  gone  over  to 
Ptolemy),  on  their  hearing  of  this  great  lofs,  thinking  that 
murder  to  be  fufficiently  revenged  by  it,  took  compafiion  of 
him,  and  returned  again  to  him. 

By  which  fortunate  revolution  being  again  reftored  to  the 
bell  part  of  his  dominions,  ^  he  prepared  a  great 
Anno  244.  army  againft  Ptolemy  for  the  recovering  of  the 
Euergetes  3.  ^^^*  -^^^  ^^  ^^^^  attempt  he  had  no  better  fuccefs 
than  in  the  former:  for,  being  overthrown  in  battle 
by  Ptolemy,  he  loft  the  greateft  part  of  his  army,  and  efcaped 
to  Antioch  from  this  mifadventure  with  as  few  of  his  followers 
as  from  the  former ;  whereon,  for  the  reftoration  of  his  brokea 
affairs,  he  invited  Antiochus  his  brother  to  join  him  with  his 
forces,  promifmg  him  all  the  provinces  in  the  Leffer  Afia  that 
belonged  to  the  Syrian  empire  on  this  condition.  He  was  then 
at  the  head  of  an  army  in  thofe  provinces  ;  and  although  then 
he  was  but  14  years  old,  yet,  being  of  a  forward  and  very 
afpiring  fpii  ir,  or  elfe  (as  is  moft  probable)  being  conduced  by 

others 

*  Jofephus  contra  Apioncni,  lib  2. 

''  Juftin.  lib.  2y.  c.  1.    Trogi  Prologus  27.    Polybius>  lib.  5. 

^  JuAin.  hb.a;.  c.s. 
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Others  who  were  of  this  temper,  he  readily  accepted  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  and  accordingly  prepared  for  the  accomplifhing  of  it;  but 
not  fo  much  out  of  a  defign  of  faving  any  part  of  the  empire  to 
his  brother,  as  to  gain  it  all  to  himfelf ;  for  he  was  of  a  very  ra- 
pacious and  greedy  difpofition,  laying  his  hands  on  all  that  he 
could  get,  right  or  wrong  ;  whereon  they  called  him  Hierax^ 
that  is,  the  hawk,  becaufe  that  bird  flies  at  all  that  comes  in 
his  way,  and  takes  every  thing  for  good  prey  that  it  can  lay 
its  talons  upon. 

After  this  fecond  blow  received  by  Seleucus,  ^  the  cities  of 
Smyrna  and  Magnefia  in  Lefler  Alia,  out  of  the  afFedlioa 
which  tljey  bore  unto  him,  entered  into  a  league  to  join  all 
their  power  and  ftrength  for  the  fupport  of  his  intereft  and 
royal  majefty  ;  which  they  caufed  to  be  engraven  on  a  large 
column  of  marble.  This  very  marble  column  is  now  Hand- 
ing in  the  theatre  yard  at  Oxford,  with  the  faid  league  engra- 
ven on  it  in  Greek  capital  letters,  ftlll  very  legible  ;  from 
whence  it  was  publifhed  by  me  among  the  Marmora  Oxoni- 
enfia  about  forty  years  lince.  It  was  brought  out  of  Alia  by 
Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel ,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  and  was  given,  with  other  marbles,  to  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,  by  Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk  his  grandfon,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  II. 

Ptolemy,  on  his  hearing  that  Antiochus  was  preparing  to  join 
Seleucus  againft  him,  that  he  might  not  have  to  do 
with  both  at  the  fame  time,  ^  came  to  agreement    p^^J^  *^^" 
with  Seleucus ;  and  a  peace  was  concluded  between      ^^g*    ^^^' 
them  for  10  years. 

However  Antiochus  defifted  not  from  his  preparations,  which 
Seleucus,  now  underftanding  to  be  made  againft 
himfelf,  '^  marched  over  Mount  Taurus  to  fupprefs    ^^^^^^^' 
him.  The  pretence  for  the  war  on  Antiochus's  part      '^^g 
was  the  promife  that  Seleucus  had  made  him  of  all 
his  provinces  in  LeiTer  Afia  for  his  affiftance  againft  Ptolemy. 
But  Seleucus,  being  delivered  from  that  war  without  his  af- 
liftance,  thought  himfelf  not  obliged  to  any  thing  by  that  pro- 
mife.    But  Antiochus  perfifting  in  his  demand,  and  the  other 
in  his  refufal,  this  brought  the  controverfy  to  the  decifion  of 
a  battle  between  them.  It  was  fought  '^  near  Ancyra  in  Leffer 
Afia  ;  in  which  Seleucus  being  overthrown,  hardly  efcaped 

Vol.  III.  G  with 

*  Marmora  Oxonienfia,  p.  5.  6.  Sac, 
bjuftin.  lib.  17.  c.  a. 

*  Trogus  in  Prologo  17.    Strabo,  lib.  16.  p.  750.  Juftin.  lib.  27.  c.  %, 
d  Polyaenus,  lib.  8.  c.  6r.  Juftin.  lib.  a?,  c.  s.  AthenKus,  lib  13.  Plu- 

tarchUP,  Jreci  (piXocSiXfixi, 
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with  his  life  ;  and  it  fared  verj  little  better  with  Antiochus  : 
for  having  won  this  viftory  chiefly  by  the  afliftance  of  the 
Galatians,  or  Gauls  of  Alia,  whom  he  had  hired  into  his  fer- 
Tice,  thefe  Barbarians,  on  a  rumour  fpread  that  Seleucus  was 
flain  in  the  battle,  plotted  the  death  of  the  other  brother  alfo,^ 
reckoning  that,  in  cafe  both  were  cut  off,  all  Afia  would  be 
theirs;  whereon  Antiochus,  having  no  other  way  to  fave  him- 
felf,  redeemed  his  life,  by  giving  them  all  the  treafure  he  had 
for  the  ranfom  of  it. 

Eumenes,  ^  king  of  Fergamus,  making  his  advantage  of 
thefe  divilions,  marched  againft  Antiochus  and  the  Gauls 
with  all  his  forces,  purpofing  to  fupprefs  them  both  at  once. 
This  forced  Antiochus  to  a  new  treaty  with  the  Gauls  ; 
wherein  he  was  content,  inllead  of  being.their  mafter,  to  be- 
come their  confederate,  for  the  mutual  defence  of  both  ^ 
but  Eumenes  falling  on  them  before  they  could  recruit 
themfelves  after  the  lofles  fuftained  in  the  late  battle  at  An- 
cyra,  had  an  eafy  vi<Elory  over  both,  and  thereon  over-ran  all 
the  Leffer  Afia. 

Eumenes,  after  this  victory,  giving  himfelf  up  to  much  drink- 
ing, ^  died  in  the  excefs  of  it,  after  he  had  reigned 
PM°F  ^'*  22  years.  He  having  no  children  of  his  own,  was 
gete's  6.  fucceeded  in  his  kingdom  by  his  coufin-german  At- 
tains, the  fon  of  Attains,  his  father's  younger  bro- 
ther ;  who,  being  a  wife  and  valiant  prince,  ^  maintained  him* 
felf  in  the  acquifitions  of  his  family  ;  and,  having  wholly  fub- 
dued  the  Gauls,  he  found  himfelf  fo  firmly  eftablifhed  in  his 
dominions  by  it,  that  he  thenceforth  openly  aflumed  the  title 
of  king;  for  his  predeccfTors,  though  they  had  the  thing,  yet 
abftained  from  the  name.  Attains  was  the  firfl  of  that  family 
that  took  it  upon  the  occafion  that  I  have  mentioned  ;  and  it 
was  enjoyed  by  his  pofterity,  with  the  dominions  belonging 
to  it,  to  the  third  generation  after  him. 

While  Eumenes,  and  Attains  after  him,  thus  curtailed  the 
Syrian  empire  on  the  weft  fide,  '^  Theodotus  and  Arfaces  did 
the  fame  on  the  eaft.  For  it  being  reported,  that  Seleucus  had 
been  flain  in  the  battle  of  Ancyra,  Arfaces,  thinking  this  an 
opportunity  for  him  to  enlarge  himfelf,  feized  on  Hyrcania, 
and,  adding  that  to  Parthia,  eftablifhed  his  kingdom  over  both  : 

and, 

'  Juftin.  lib.  a;,  c.  3.  He  there  c:ills  him  king  of  Bitliynia  by  miftake, 
for  there  was  no  king  of  Bithynia  of  that  name  at  this  time,  as  appears 
irom  Memnon  in  the  Excerptions  of  Photius,  cod.  134. 

b  Athenceus,  hb.  10.  c.  16. 

*  Livius,  hb.  .^.:!.  Strabo,]ib.  l.^  p.  614-  ValefiiExcerptaexrolybio^ 
lib.  18.  Suidas  in  voce  ArU^ci,  Polysenus,  lib.  4.  c.  19. 

<*  Juftin.  lib.  41-  c.  /j.. 
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and,  a  little  after,  Theodotus  dying,  he  made  a  league  with  his 
fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  fucceeded  him  in  Baftria,  for  their 
mutual  defence,  and  thereby  they  both  ftrengthened  themfelves 
in  the  poiTeflion  of  what  they  had  gotten.  But,  notwithlland- 
ing  all  this,  *  the  two  brothers  ftill  went  on  with  their  wars 
againft  each  other,  without  regarding  that,  while  they  were 
thus  contending  between  themfelves  for  their  father's  em- 
pire, they  loft  it  by  piece-meals  to  others,  who  were  enemies 
to  both. 

This  war  in  the  courfe  of  it  was  at  length  carried  ^  into 
Mefopotamia ;  and  then  moft  likely  happened  the  battle  in 
Babylonia  which  Judas  Maccabaeus  makes  mention  of  in  his 
fpeech  to  his  army  (2  Maccab.  viii.  20.),  in  which  he  faith, 
8000  of  the  Babylonifli  Jews,  joined  with  40CO  Macedonians, 
vanquiflied  the  Galatians,  and  flew  of  their  army  120,000 
men.  For  Babylonia,  or  the  province  of  Babylon,  was  a 
part  of  Mefopotamia.  And  Antiochus  Hierax  had  the  Ga- 
latians in  confederacy  with  him  ;  and  at  this  time  ^  they  are 
faid  to  have  come  in  fuch  great  fwarms  into  the  Eaft,  as  to 
fill  all  Afia  with  their  numbers  ;  and  that  they  did  ufually  let 
themfelves  to  hire  in  all  wars,  which  in  thofe  times  the 
eaftern  kings  had  one  with  another,  thefe  princes  thinking 
themfelves  beft  ftrengthened  for  victory  when  they  had  the 
moft  of  them  in  their  armies  ;  and  that  this  Antiochus  was  af" 
lifted  by  them  in  this  war,  hath  been  already  faid. 

But  whether  it  were  by  this,  or  fome  other  victory,  Seleucus 
had  at  length  the  advantage  in  this  war  ;  fo  that 
Antiochus,  being  vanquiftied  and  broken,  '^  was  p""° J*'*^* 
forced  to  ftiift  from  place  to  place  with  the  few  [^^^  "^*^" 
remains  of  his  baffled  party,  till  at  laft  being  driven 
out  of  Mefopotamia,  and  finding  no  other  place  where  he 
could  be  fafe  within  the  Syrian  empire,  he  fled  to  Ariarathes 
king  of  Cappadocia,  whofe  daughter  he  had  married.  But 
that  king,  notwithftanding  the  alliance  and  afliinity  he  had  con- 
tracted with  him,  foon  growing  v^eary  of  maintaining  an 
exile,  who  could  bring  no  advantage  to  him,  ordered  him  tQ 
be  cut  oflf.  But,  while  meafures  were  taking  for  the  execu- 
ting hereof,  Antiochus,  getting  notice  of  the.defign,  efcaped 
from  thence  into  Egypt,  choofing  rather  to  put  himfelf  into 

G2  the 

^  Juftin.  lib.  a;,  c.  3. 

b  Trogus  in  Proiogo  27.  Polyaenus  StrAtagem.  lib.  4.  c.  17. 

^  Juftm  fpeaking  of  the  Gauls,  or  Galatians,  hath  thefe  words :  Gal- 
lorum  ea  tempeftate  tantGS  fsscunditati  juventus  fuit,  ut  Afiam  omnem 
velut  examine  aliquo  impierent.  Denique  neque  regcs  Orientis  fine 
mercenirio  Gallorum  exercitu  ulla  bella  gefleruiit,  lib.  25.  c.  3,, 

»i  Juftin.  lib.  27.  c.  3,  Polyasnus,  ibid, 
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the  hands  of  Ptolemy,  the  profefled  enemy  of  his  family,  than 
truft  himfelf  upon  any  terms  with  his  brother,  whom  he  was 
confcious  he  had  fo  much  offended  :  and  he  fared  not  at  all 
the  better  for  it ;  for,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  Egypt,  Pto^ 
lemy  caufed  him  to  be  clapped  up  in  fafe  cuftody,  in  which 
he  kept  him  confined  feveral  years,  till  at  length  having  bro- 
ken out  of  prifon,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  courtezan,  whom  he 
w^as  familiar  with,  as  he  was  making  his  efcape  out  of  Egypt* 
he  fell  among  thieves,  and  was  (lain  by  them. 

In  the  interim  King  Ptolemy  Euergetes  enjoying  full 
peace,  applied  himfelf  to  the  cultivating  of  learn- 
P  ^°F^^*  ^"S  *"  ^^^  kingdom,  and  the  enlarging  of  his 
cetes  8.  '  father's  library  at  Alexandria  with  all  manner  of 
books  for  the  fervice  of  this  defign.  The  method 
which  he  took  for  the  collecting  of  them  *  hath  been  already 
mentioned  ;  and  the  care  of  an  able  library-keeper  being  very 
neceffary,  both  for  the  making  of  a  good  choice  of  books  in 
the  collection,  and  alfo  for  the  preferving  of  them  for  the  ufe 
intended,  on  the  death  of  Zenodotus,  who,  ^  from  the  time  of  Pto- 
lemy Soter,  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  king,  had  the  keep- 
ing of  the  royal  library  at  Alexandria,  Euergetes  '^  invited 
Eratofthenes  from  Athens  (where  he  was  in  great  reputation 
for  his  learning)  to  take  this  charge  upon  him.  He  was,  by 
his  birth,  a  Cyrenian,  and  had  been  fcholar  to  Callimachus  his 
countryman,  and  was  a  perfon  of  univerfal  knowledge,  and  is 
often  quoted  as  fuch  by  Pliny,  Strabo,  and  others.  And  there- 
fore they  are  miftaken,  who,  finding  him  called  Beta,  (/,  e.  the 
fecond)  think  he  had  that  name  to  denote  him  a  fecond-rate 
man  among  the  learned.  By  that  appellation  was  meant  no 
more,  than  that  he  was  ^  the  fecond  library- keeper  of  the  royal 
library  at  Alexandria  after  the  firft  founding  of  it.  As  to  his 
Ikill  in  all  manner  of  learning,  he  was  fecond  to  none  of  his 
time,  ^  as  the  many  books  he  wrote  did  then  fufficiently  make 
appear,  though  now  not  extant.  That  which  at  prefent  we  are 
mod  beholden  to  him  for  is  a  catalogue  which  he  hath  given 
us  of  all  the  kings  that  reigned  at  Thebes  in  Egypt,  with  the 
years  of  their  reigns  from  Menes,  or  Mifraim,  who  firft  plant- 
ed 

^  Part  a.  book  i.  under  the  year  284. 

b  Sudas  in  ZivoSojof. 

^  Suidas  in  WroXXauoc  &  'FpaT0sr9fv»f. 

d  Marcianus  lliracliotcs,  who  tells  us  of  this  nAme  given  to  Eratoft- 
henes, f^ith,  be  was  called  by  the  prelident  of  the  mufeum  at  Alexan- 
dria, which  is  a  nrianlfcfl  argument,  that  he  was  called  fo  only  in  refpecfl 
of  the  office  which  he  bore  in  that  mufeum  in  being  the  fecond  library- 
keeper  cf  the  library  belonging  to  it  in  fucceffion  after  Zenodotus,  who 
Mas  the  firfc. 

^  Dc  Libris  ab  eo  fcr'ptis,  vide  Vcfilum  de  Hiftoricis  Graecis,  lib.  i, 
c.  17. 
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ed  Egypt  after  the  flood,  down  to  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war. 
It  contains  a  feries  of  38  kings  reigning  in  a  dired  line  of  fuc- 
ceffion  one  after  the  other;  and  it  is  flill  extant  *  in  Syncellus. 
Our  learned  countryman.  Sir  John  Marfham,  ^  hath  made  good 
ufe  of  it  in  fettling  the  Egyptian  chronology.  It  is  one  of 
the  nobleft  and  mofl  venerable  nionuments  of  antiquity  that 
is  now  extant ;  for  it  was  ^  extra£ied  out  of  the  ancientefl-  re- 
cords of  that  country  at  the  command  of  Ptolemy  Euergetes  ; 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  prophane  hiftory  that  begins  high- 
er. It  is  probable  this  extra^l  was  made  to  fupply  the  defed 
of  Manetho,  whofa  catalogue  of  the  Thebean  kings  in  Egypt 
<loth  not  begin  but  where  this  of  Eratofthenes  ends. 

Selcucus,  being  delivered  from  the  troubles  created  him  by 
his  brother,  and  having  repaired  the  diforders  at 
home  which  that  war  had  occafioned,  ^  marched  Anno  136. 
eaftward  to  reduce  thofe  that  had  revolted  from  et^esii^^*^" 
him  in  thofe  parts.  But  he  had  very  lame  fuccefs 
in  this  undertaking ;  for  Arfaces,  having  now  had  a  long  time 
allowed  him  to  fettle  himfelf  in  his  ufurpations,  had  made 
himfelf  too  ftrong  in  them  to  be  again  eafily  difpoflefled  j  and 
therefore  Seleucus,  having  in  vain  attempted  it  in  this  expe- 
dition, was  forced  to  returr^  with  baiBe  and  difappointment. 
Perchance  a  longer  ftay  in  thofe  parts  might  have  opened  him 
a  way  to  better  fuccefs :  but,  fome  commotions  ^  ariling  at 
home  during  his  abfence,  he  was  forced  to  return  to  fupprefs 
them.  In  the  interim  Arfaces  made  ufe  of  the  further  re- 
fpite  hereby  given  him  fo  to  ftrengthen  and  eftablifli  himfelf 
in  his  ufurped  dominions,  that  he  became  fuperior  to  all  at- 
tempts that  were  afterwards  made  to  difturb  him. 

However,  Seleucus,  asfoon  as  he  had  leifure  from  his  other 
affairs,  made  a  fecond  expedition  againft  him ;  but 
with  much  worfe  fuccefs  than  he  had  in  the  for-  p"*:"  *^'^* 
mer  :  for  his  %ifual  ill-fortune  here  purfuing  him,  °^j  ^^^^' 
he  was  not  only  overthrown  by  Arfaces  in  a  great 
battle,  but  was  alfo  himfelf  ^  taken  prifoner  in  it.  The  day 
on  which  Arfaces  gained  this  victory,  was  long  after  ^  annu- 
ally obfervcd  by  the  Parthians  with  great  folemnitj,  as  being 
G  s  ia 

'  A  p;>gina  91.  ad  paglnam  147. 

^  In  Canone  Chronico. 

*  Syncellus,  p.  91.  &  p.  147. 
^  Juftin.  lib.  41.  c.  4. 

*"  Juftin.lih.  41.  c.  5. 

f  Ather  sens,  lib.  4.  c.  13.  That  it  was  in  a  fecond  expedition  th;5t 
ScUu  uswas  taken  prifjner  by  Ar Aces,  appears  from  this  that  Jiif- 
tin  tells  us,  he  returned  from  the  firft  expedition  to  quell  infurrcdions 
at  home,  raifed  there  agair\ft  him  in  his  abfence,  lib.  41,  c.  5. 

*  Juftin.  lib.  41.  c  4. 
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in  their  opinion,  the  firft  day  of  their  freedom ;  whereas  in  truth 
it  was  the  firft  of  their  flavery  j  for  there  was  never  any  greater 
tyranny  in  the  world,  than  that  of  the  Parthian  kings,  under 
which  they  thenceforth  fell.  The  Macedonian  yoke  would 
have  been  much  eafier  to  them,  had  they  ftill  continued  under 
it.  From  this  time  Arfaces  took  on  him  the  title  of  king, 
and  founded  that  empire  in  the  Eaft,  which  afterwards  grew 
up  to  be  fo  great  and  powerful,  as  to  become  a  terror  even 
to  the  Romans,  who  were  a  terror  to  all  elfe.  From  him 
all  that  reigned  after  him  in  that  empire,  ^  in  honour  of 
him,  took  the  name  of  Arfaces,  in  the  fame  manner  as  all 
the  kings  of  Egypt  after  Ptolemy  Soter  took  the  name  of 
Ptolemy,  as  long  as  thofe  of  his  race  continued  to  reign  in 
that  country. 

^  Onias  the  high  prieft  of  the  Jews   at  Jerufaletn  growing 

very  old,  and  increafing  in  covetoufnefs  with  his 
Anno  aa6.  ^g^^  ^^^  being  alio  a  very  weak  and  inconfiderate 
getea  21.  "    n^an>   negleded  to  pay  to    King   Ptolemy  Euer- 

getes  the  ufual  tribute  of  20  tulents,  which  had 
conftantly  been  paid  by  the  former  high  priefts  his  predecef- 
fors,  as  the  ftated  tribute  annually  due  to  the  kings  of  Egypt 
from  them.  And  the  arrears  now  growing  high,  the  king 
fent  Athenion,  one  of  his  court,  to  Jerufalena,  to  demand  of 
the  Jews  the  money,  and  to  require  full  payment  of  it  forth- 
with to  be  made  ;  threatening,  that,  in  cafe  this  were  not  im- 
mediately complied  with,  he  would  fend  his  foldiers  to  dif- 
pofiefs  them  of  their  country,  and  divide  it  among  them.  On 
the  arrival  of  Athenion  at  Jerufalem  with  this  meffage,  the 
whole  city  was  put  into  a  great  fright,  as  not  knowing  what 
courfe  to  take  for  the  appeafing  of  the  king's  wrath,  and  the 
delivering  of  themfelves  from  the  danger  that  was  threatened. 
At  this  time  ^  there  was  a  young  man  of  great  reputation 
among  the  Jews  for  his  prudence,  juftice,  and  fan6lity  of  life. 
Called  Jofeph,  who  was  nearly  related  to  OHias ;  for  he  was 
the  fon  of  Tobias,  a  prime  man  of  tliat  nation,  by  a  fitter  of 
his.  Jofeph  being  abfent  at  his  feat  in  the  country,  when 
this  meffenger  came  to  Jerufalem,  his  mother  took  care  to 
lend  him  an  account  of  what  had  happened;  whereon  co- 
ining immediately  to  Jerufalem,  he  very  feverely  upbraided 
Lis  uncle  with  his  ill  management  of  the  public  intereft 
of  the  people,  as  thus,  ^or  the  faving  ^  his  money,  to  ex- 
pofe  them  to  fuch  danger  j  (for  in  thofe  times  the  high  prieft 

wa$ 

*  Jufttn  lib.  4T.  c.  c. 
^  jfoftphus  Aiitiq.  l.b,  13, 
Mbid.  c.4. 
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was  the  chief  governor  in  all  the  temporal  affairs,  as  well  as  the 
ecclefiaftical  of  that  nation)  ;  and  he  further  told  him,  that, 
things  being  brought  to  this  pafs  by  his  ill  conduft,  there  was 
no  other  way  to  be  taken  for  the  remedy,  but  for  him  to  go  to 
the  Egyptian  court,  and  there  endeavour,  by  his  application  to 
the  king,  to  make  up  the  matter.  But  Onias,  by  the  dulnefs 
of  his  temper,  as  well  as  by  his  age,  wanting  vigour  for  fuch 
an  undertaking,  utterly  declined  it,  telling  his  nephew,  that  he 
would  quit  his  Itation  both  in  church  and  itate,  rather  than  put 
himfelf  upon  that  journey  :  whereon  Jofepli  defired,  that  the 
matter  might  be  committed  to  him,  and  he  would  go  to  the 
king  in  his  ftead  ;  which  Onias  readily  confenting  to,  Jofeph 
went  up  unto  the  temple,  and  there  called  together  the  people 
(for  the  outer  court  of  the  temple  was  the  ufual  place  for  the 
alTembling  of  the  people  on  all  occafions),  and  acquainted  them 
of  his  having  undertaken,  by  the  appointment  of  Onias,  to  go 
ambaflador  from  them  to  the  king  on  their  behalf;  and,  if  they 
thought  fit  to  approve  hereof,  he  delired  them  no  longer  to 
difturb  themfelves  with  fears;  for  he  doubted  not,  but  that,  on 
his  accefs  to  the  king,  he  Ihould  be  able  to  fet  all  right  again 
with  him.  At  which  the  people  much  rejoicing,  gave  him. 
great  thanks  for  what  he  had  propofed  to  do  for  them,  and  ear- 
neftly  defired  him  to  proceed  in  it.  Hereon  he  immediately 
went  to  find  out  Athenion,  and,  having  gotten  him  to  his 
houfe,  and  there  entertained  him,  as  long  as  he  tarried  at  Jeru- 
falem,  with  a  very  kind  and  fpleiidid  hofpitality,  and  having  alfo, 
at  his  departure,  prefented  him  with  feveral  very  valuable  gifts, 
he  fent  him  away  fully  engaged  to  make  as  fair  a  reprefentation 
to  the  king  as  the  cafe  would  bear,  and  at  the  fame  time  afifured 
him,  that  he  would  forthwith  follow  after  him  to  the  Egyptian 
court,  there  to  give  the  king  full  fatisfaftion  as  to  the  matter 
which  he  had  fent  him  about.  Athenion  returned  to  Alexandria 
exceedingly  well  pleafed  with  the  kind  and  obliging  entertain- 
ment which  he  had  from  Jofeph,  and  fo  much  taken  with  the 
prudent  behaviour  and  noble  deportment  which  he  obferved  in 
him,  that,  on  his  making  his  report  to  the  king  of  his  embally, 
and  his  telling  him  of  the  intentions  of  Jofeph,  the  high  prieft's 
nephew,  fpeedily  to  attend  him,  for  the  giving  of  him  full  fa- 
tlsfadtion,  he  took  occafion  to  fet  forth  his  charader  with  fo 
great  advantage,  as  made  the  king  very  defirous  of  feeing  him, 
and  fully  prepared  t<^receive  him  with  all  manner  of  favour  and 
refpe6ls.  As  focn  a'thc  ambaffador  was  gone  from  Jerufalem, 
Jofepli,  having  ta^en  np  of  the  bankers  of  Samaria  20,000 
drachms,  which  amounted  to  about  700  pounds  df  our  money, 
and  thereby  provided  himfelf  with  an  equlp?ge  to  appear  at  the 

G  4  Egyptian 
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Egyptian  court,  he  fet  out  for  Alexandria,  and  having,  on  the 
way  thither,  chanced  on  the  road  to  fall  in  with  fevcral  of  the 
chief  nobility  of  Ccele-Syria  and  Phoenicia,  who  were  travelling 
to  the  fame  place,  he  joined  company  with  them  in  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  journey.  Their  bufmefs  thither  was  to  farm  of 
the  king  his  revenues  of  thofe  provinces,  and,  having  provided 
themfelves  with  very  fplendid  equipages,  to  make  the  better  ap- 
pearance at  Ptolemy's  court,  they  laughed  at  Jofeph  for  the 
meannefs  of  his,  and  made  it  the  fubje^l  of  their  fport  for  the 
moll  part  of  the  way  as  they  went.  Jofeph  bore  all  this  with 
patience,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  accurately  cbferving  the  dif- 
courfe  which  they  had  with  each  other  about  their  bufinefs,  he 
j^ot  thereby  fuch  an  infight  into  it,  as  put  him  in  a  condition  to 
laugh  at  them  ever  after.  On  their  arrival  at  Alexandria,  they 
found  the  king  was  gone  to  Memphis  :  Jofeph  alone  haftened 
thither  after  him,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  him  on  the 
i-oad  returning  to  Alexandria,  while  Athenion  was  with  him 
and  his  queen  in  the  fame  chariot.  As  foon  as  Athenion  had 
efpied  him,  he  pointed  him  out  to  the  king,  telling  him,  that 
this  was  the  young  man,Onia3's  nephew,  of  whomhehadfpoken 
fo  much  to  him.  Whereon  the  king  called  him  to  him,  and  took 
him  into  his  chariot;  and,  having  talked  to  him  of  the  ill  ufage 
of  Onias  towards  him,  in  not  paying  him  his  tribute,  Jofeph  ex- 
cufed  his  uncle,  by  reafon  of  his  age  and  weaknefs,  in  fo  hand- 
fome  a  manner,  as  rot  only  fatisfied  the  king,  but  alfo  raifedin 
him  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  advocate,  that  he  took  him  into 
his  particular  favour,  and,  on  his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  ordered 
him  to  be  lodged  in  the  palace,  and  to  be  there  maintained  at 
})is  ow'n  table.  And  Jofeph  afterwards  did  him  that  fervice,  as 
made  him  fufficient  recompence  for  it :  for,  when  the  day  was 
come  whereon  the  king  uled  annually  to  let  to  farm  the  reve- 
nues of  the  feveral  provinces  of  his  empire,  and  they  were  fet 
up  in  their  order,  by  way  of  au6lion,  to  the  highell  bidder,  and 
the  higheft  which  the  Syrians  and  Pliffinicians,  who  had  been 
jofeph's  fellovz-travellers  into  Egypt,  would  bid  for  the  pro- 
vinces of  Coele-Syria,  Phoenicia,  Jndea,  and  Samaria,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  8oco  talents,  Joftph  knowing,  from  the  dif- 
courfe  which  they  had  with  each  other  on  the  road  while  he  tra- 
velled with  them,  that  they  v/ere  worth  more  than  twice  ns 
much,  blamed  them  for  beating  down  the  king's  revenues  to  fo 
low  a  price,  and  cftered  upon  them  double  as  much,  bidding 
i6,oco  talents  for  rhofe  provinces  over  and  above  the  for- 
feitures :  for  he  propofed  to  give  Co  much  for  the  ordinary  re- 
venues only,  and  to  return  all  the  forfeitures  befides  into  the 
king's  treafury,  which  ufed  before   to  belong  to  the  farmers. 

Ftolemy 
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Ptolemy  liked  very  well  the  advancing  of  his  revenues  by  fo 
large  an  augmentation;  but,  doubting  the  ability  of  the  bidder 
to  make  good  his  propofal,  afked  him,  what  fecurity  he  would 
give  him  for  it  ?  Jofeph  very  facetioufly  replied,  that  he  would 
give  him  the  fecurity  of  perfons  beyond  ail  exception  ;  and, 
when  bid  to  name  them,  he  named  the  king  ^nd  the  queen  to  be 
bound  to  each  other  for  the  faithful  performance  of  what  he 
undertook ;  the  king,  laughing  at  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  an- 
fwer,  was  fo  taken  with  it,  that  lie  truiled  him  upon  his  own 
word,  without  any  other  fecurities.  Whereon  Jofeph,  having 
borrowed  500  talents  at  Alexandria,  and  fatisfied  the  king  as 
to  his  uncle's  arrears,  was  admitted  to  the  truft  of  being  the 
king's  receiver-general  of  all  his  revenues  in  the  provinces  above 
mentioned  ;  and  having  received  a  guard  of  2000  men,  at  his 
delire,for  thefupportingof  him  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  he 
immediately  left  Alexandria  to  enter  on  it.  On  his  arrival  at 
Alkelon,  and  there  demanding  the  king's  duties,  they  not  only 
refufed  payment,  but  alfo  affronted  him  with  rude  and  oppro- 
brious language  ;  whereon,  having  commanded  his  foldiers  to 
take  up  20  of  the  ringleaders,  he  executed  exemplary  juftice 
upon  them,  and  fent  their  forfeited  eftates  to  the  king,  amount- 
ing to  loop  talents ;  and  he  having  done  the  like  at  Scytho- 
polis,  another  city  in  Palelline,  where  he  was  refilled  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  example  which  he  made  of  thefe  two  places 
fo  terrified  all  the  reft,  that,  after  this,  every  where  elfe  the 
the  gates  were  opened  to  him,  and  all  paid  him  the  king's  dues 
•without  any  more  refufal  or  oppofition  :  of  which  he  having 
given  the  king  a  full  account,  the  prudence  and  fteadinefs  of 
his  condudl  met  with  fuch  thorough  approbation,  that  he  con- 
tinued in  this  office  under  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  and  Ptolemy 
Philopater,  his  fon,  22  years,  till  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  the  fon 
of  Philopater,  loft  thofe  provinces  to  Antiochus  the  Great, 
king  of  Syria,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  :  for  there  I  place 
the  end  of  the  22  years  which  Jofephus  affigns-  him  for  his  con- 
tinuance in  this  office,  and  not  in  the  end  of  his  life,  as  moft 
others  do.  For  the  fame  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  he  ^  was  a 
young  man  when  he  firft  undertook  it ;  and,  in  another  place, 
that  he  was  ^  very  old  when  he  fent  Hyrcanus  his  fon  into 
Egypt,  which  was  fome  time  before  his  death.  But  22  years 
was  too  ftiort  a  time  from  being  young  to  grow  very  old:  for, 
fuppofing  him  to  have  been  30  when  he  firft  became  tax-ga- 
therer for  the  king  of  Egypt  in  Syria  and  Paleftine,  22  more 

would 

^  Jofephus's  words  are,  that  he  then  w^s  vio;  fzfv  tn  tjJv  yiKiy.tciv.    Antiq. 
Jib.  13.0.4.^ 

b  Peing  hindered,  faith  Jofephus,  from  going  himfeif  into  Egypt  on 
that  cccf.fion,  vto  y-f^-'Cj  r.  e.  I  y  reafon  of  his  old  age.    Antlq.  ibidem. 
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would  make  him  but  52  ;  and  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  old 
at  that  age,  and  much  lefs  at  any  time  before  it.  Coele-Syria 
and  Paleftine  had  been  again  reftored  to  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  on 
his  marrying  Cleopatra,  the  daughter  of  Antiochus  the  Great; 
and  after  that  it  was,  that  Jofeph,  having  been  again  reftored  to 
his  office  of  tax-gatherer  in  thofe  provinces,  fent  Hyrcanus  into 
Egypt  to  congratulate  the  king  on  the  birth  of  his  eldeft  fon, 
he  being  then  too  old,  as  ^  Jofephus  tells  us,  to  go  himfelf.  Al- 
lowing the  22  years  of  Jofeph's  office  of  tax-gatherer  in  Coele- 
Syria  and  Paleftine,  for  the  kingof  Egypt,  to  end  on  Antiochus's 
taking  thofe  provinces  from  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  and  that,  on 
their  being  again  reftored  to  him,  Jofeph  was  again  reftored  to 
his  office,  and  died  in  it,  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Seleucus  Philopater  in  Syria,  this  will  folve  all  difficulties  in  the 
hiftory  which  Jofephus  gives  us  of  this  matter.  That  his  life 
could  not  end  with  thefe  22  years  hath  been  already  ftiewn,  for 
he  was  an  old  man  before  he  died ;  and  where  then  can  the 
end  of  thefe  22  years  of  his  office  be  better  placed,  than  where 
ended  in  thofe  provinces  the  authority  of  the  king  of  Egypt, 
under  which  he  held  it?  And  this  ending  of  thefe  22  years  tell 
us  where  they  did  begin:  and  that  they  could  not  begin  fooner 
than  where  I  have  faid,  the  age  of  Onias  fufficiently  proves :  for 
the  hiftory  ^  of  Jofephus  tells  us,  it  was  when  he  was  grown 
very  old,  which  muft  determine  us  to  the  latter  end  of  his  life; 
and  it  was  but  eight  years  before  his  death  where  I  place  it. 
They  who  put  the  beginning  of  thefe  22  years  higher  up,  or 
end  them  with  the  end  of  Jofeph's  life  (as  moft  chronologers 
do  both^,  can  never  make  Jofephus  confiftent  with  himfelf  in 
that  relation  which  he  hath  given  us  of  this  whole  matter. 

Seleucus,  having  continued  a  prifoner  in  Parthia  till  this 
time,  ^  there  died  of  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he  was  riding 
abroad.  Aihenaeus  ^  tells  us,  that  Arfaces  maintained  him 
royally  during  his  captivity;  but  that  he  releafed  him  (asfome 
will  have  it)  doth  not  any  where  appear.  Juftin  tells  us,  that 
he  died  in  the  manner  as  I  have  related,  being  ^  then  in  banilh- 
ment,  and  having  loft  his  kingdom  ;  which  can  be  undcrftood  no 
otherwife  than  of  the  baniftiment  and  lofs  of  reigning  which 
he  fuftained,  by  being  held  in  captivity  by  this  Parthian  king, 
till  he  died  in  it.    His  wife  was  Laodice,  the  fifter  of  Andro- 

machus, 

'  Antiq.  ibid. 

^  Antiq.  ibid. 

*  Juftin.  lib.  a;,  c.  3. 

^  Lib.  4.  c.  13. 

'  Seleucus,  amiffo  regno,  equo  prsscipitatu?  .^.nitur.  Sic  fratresquaH 
germanis  cafibus  cxuks  ambo  polt  regna  fcelerum  fuorum  pcenas  lue- 
runt.    Juftin.  lib.  a;,  c.  3. 
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machus,  one  of  the  generals  of  his  armies.  By  her  he  had  two 
fons  and  a  daughter  :  the  fons  were  Seleucus  and  Antiochus  ; 
the  daughter  he  married  to  Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  with 
whom  he  gave  Phrygia  to  him  in  a  dower. 

Seleucus,  being  the  eldeft  of  the  two  fons,  ^fucceeded  him  in 
the  throne,  and  took  the  name  of  Ceraunus,  /.  e.  the 
Thunderer,  a  title  which  very  little  became  him  ;  p  ""°p**^* 
for  he  was  a  very  weak  prince,  in  body,  mind,  and  ^^^^  ^^^' 
purfe,  and  never  did  any  thing  worthy  of  that  name. 
His  reign  was  very  fhort,  and  his  authority  low,  both  in  the 
army  and  the  provinces  ;  and  that  he  was  fupported  in  either, 
was  owin^  to  his  kinfman  Achaeus,  the  fon  of  Andromachus, 
^  his  mother's  brother,  w^ho,  being  a  wife  and  valiant  man,  re- 
gulated and  guided  his  affairs  as  well  as  the  fliattered  ftate  his 
father  left  them  in  would  admit.  As  to  Andromachus,  he  ha- 
ving been  taken  prifoner  by  Ptolemy  in  the  wars  which  he  had 
with  Callinicus,  was  detained  a  prifoner  at  Alexandria  during 
all  this  reign,  and  fome  part  of  the  next ;  till  at  length  the 
Rhodians,  to  gain  favour  with  Achaeus,  got  him  releafed,  and 
fent  him  to  him,  while  he  reigned  in  Lefler  Afia. 

Attalus,  king  of  Pergamus,  ^  having  polTeffed  himfelf  of  all 
LeiTer  Afia,  from  Mount  Taurus  to  the  Hellefpont, 
Seleucus  marched  with  an  army  againll  him,  leaving  Anno  224. 
Hermias,  a  Carian,  his  lieutenant  in  Syria,  during  ^j.^*  ^  ' 
his  abfence.  Achaeus  his  kinfman  accompanied  him 
in  this  expedition,  and  ferved  him  in  it,  as  well  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  affairs  would  admit. 

But  money  being  wanting  to  pay  the  army,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  king  rendering  him  contemptible  to  the 
foldiers,  ^  Nicanor  and  Apaturius,  two  of  his  chief   p""^^**^' 
commanders,  confpired  againfl  him  while  he  lay  in    ^^^^'^  ^.^ 
Phrygia,  and,  by  poifon,  put  an  end  to  his  life.  But 
Achaeus,  being  then  in  the  army,  revenged  his  death,  by  cut- 
ting off  the  traiterous  authors  of  it,  with  all  that  were  concern- 
ed with  them  in  the  treafon  ;  and  afterward  managed  the  army 
with  that  prudence  and  rerolution,  that  he  not  only  kept  all 
there  in  order,  but  alio  prevented  Attalus  from  reaping  any 
advantage   from   this  accident,  which   otherwife  might  have 
ruined  the  whole  interefl:  of  the  Syrian  empire  in  thofe  parts. 
Seleucus  dying  without  children,  the  army  ^  offered  Achaeus 

the 

^  Polybius,  lib.  4.  p.  315.  &  lib.  5.  p.  386.    Appian.  in  Syriacis. 

•>  Polybius,  lib.  4.  p.  317. 

^  Polybius,  lib.  4.  p.  315. 

d  Polybius,  ibid.  Appian,  io  Syriacis.   Juftin.  lib,  59.  c.  r.   Hisrony- 
mus  in  Cap.  xi.  Danielis. 

^  Polybius,  ibid. 
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the  crown  ;  and  feveral  of  the  provinces  concurred  with  them 
herein.  But  he  then  generoully  refufed  it,  though  he  was  af- 
terwards, in  a  lefs  favourable  juncture,  forced  to  aiTutne  it  in 
his  own  defence,  having  then  no  other  way  left  to  fecure  him- 
felf  againft  the  deligns  which  the  miniflers  at  court  had  there 
contrived  for  his  ruin.  At  prefent,  inftead  of  taking  ittohim- 
felf,  he  carefully  preferved  it  for  the  next  lawful  fucceflbr,  An- 
tiochus,  the  brother  of  the  late  deceafed  king,  who  was  then  a 
minor,  not  exceeding  the  15  th  year  of  his  age.  When  Seleu- 
cus  marched  into  the  Lefler  Afia,  he  fent  him  to  Babylonia  to 
be  ^  there  educated ;  and  there  he  was  at  the  time  of  Seleucus's 
death  :  from  whence  being  ^  fent  for  to  Antioch,  he  there 
afcended  the  throne  after  his  brother,  and  fat  on  it  36  years. 
By  reafon  of  the  many  great  a£lions  done  by  him,  he  had  the 
furname  of  Magnus  (i.  e.  the  Great).  Achseus,  the  better  to 
fecure  him  in  the  fucceffion,  fent  part  of  the  army  which  fol- 
lowed Seleucus  to  him  into  Syria,  under  the  command  of  Epi- 
genes,  one  of  the  mod  experienced  commanders  of  the  late 
king ;  the  reft  he  retained  with  him  in  the  Lefler  Alia,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Syrian  intereft  in  thofe  parts. 

Antiochus,  <=  on  the  firft  fettling  of  his  kingdom,  fent  Molon 

and  Alexander,  two  brothers,  into  the  Eaft,  ma- 

Anno  222.    j^jj^g  fj^g  former  governor  of  Media,  and  the  other 

Ptol.  Euer-  ^  c  -n    r  A 11   .u  •  c  T    rr 

getes  ac        governor  01  rerha.     All  the  provinces  or  Lelier 

Afia  he  committed  to  the  charge  of  Achaeus.  Epi- 
genes  he  made  general  of  the  forces  which  he  kept  about  him, 
and  retained  Hermias  the  Carian  to  be  his  chief  minifter  of 
ftate,  in  the  fame  ftation  which  he  held  under  his  brother. 
Achaeus  foon  recovered  ^  all  that  Attalus  had  wrefted  from  the 
Syrian  empire,  and  reduced  him  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  kingdom  of  Pergamus.  But  ^  Alexander  and  Molon, 
defpifing  the  youth  of  the  king,  as  foon  as  they  were  fettled  in 
the  provinces  which  they  were  fent  to  govern,  rebelled  againft 
him,  and  fet  up  for  themfelves,  each  declaring  himfelf  fove- 
reign  of  the  country  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of. 

While  tliefe  things  were  a-doing,  there  happened  a  very 
violent  earthquake  in  the  Eaft,  which  made  great  devafta- 
tions   in   thofe  parts,    efpecially  in  Caiia  and   the  illand  of 

Rhodes. 

'  At  Seleucia,  which  flood  in  the  province  of  Babylonia,  and  was  then 
the  metropolis  of  all  the  ealtern  parts,  inftead  of  Babylon,  which  was 
now  defoUted. 

b  Polybius,  ibid.  &  lib.  5.  p.  386.  Hieronymus  in  Cap.  xi.  Danielis, 
Appian.  in  Syriacis.    Juftin.  lib.  »9.  c.  r. 

^  Poiybius,  lib.  5.  p.  386. 

^  Idem,  lib.  4.  p.  315. 

^  jucm,  lib.  5.  p.  386. 
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Rhodes.  In  *  the  latter  it  threw  down  not  only  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  Rhodes,  and  their  houfes,  but  alfo  the  great  co- 
loflus  there  ereded  in  the  mouth  of  their  harbour,  which  was 
one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world.  It  was  ^  a  prodigious 
ftatue  of  brafs,  there  ere£ted  to  the  fun,  of  70  cubits,  or  105 
feet  in  height,  and  every  thing  elfe  of  it  was  in  proportion 
hereto.  Demetrius  Poliorcetes,  having  for  a  whole  year  be- 
lieged  the  city  of  Rhodes,  without  being  able  to  take  it,  at 
length,  being  wearied  out  with  fo  long  lying  there,  was  content 
to  make  peace  with  them,  as  I  have  already  related  in  the  8tli 
book  of  the  firft  part  of  this  Hiftory.  On  his  departure  thence, 
he  left  the  Rhodians  all  his  engines  and  other  preparations  of 
war,  which  he  had  there  provided  for  the  carrying  on  of  that 
liege.  Thefe  the  Rhodians  afterwards  fold  for  300  talents,  with 
which  money,  adding  other  fums  thereto,  they  eredled  this 
coloflus.  The  artificer  that  made  it  *=  was  Chares  of  Lindus,  who 
was  12  years  in  completing  the  work;  and,  66  years  after,  it 
was  thrown  down  by  this  earthquake.  It  was  begun,  there- 
fore, to  be  made  in  the  year  before  Chrift  300;  it  was  finiflied 
in  the  year  288,  and  overthrown  in  the  year  222.  On  this  ac- 
cident, the  Rhodians  '^  fent  abroad  ambafTadors  a-begging  to 
all  the  princes  and  Itates  of  the  Grecian  name  or  original,  who, 
exaggerating  their  loffes,  procured  vaft  fums  for  the  repairing 
of  them,  efpecially  from  the  kings  of  Egypt,  Macedon,  Syria, 
Pontus,  and  Bithynia,  which  above  five  times  exceeded  the 
value  of  their  damages.  And,  when  they  had  got  the  mo- 
ney, inllead  of  fetting  up  the  coloflus  again  (for  which  molt 
of  it  was  given),  ^  they  pretended  that  an  oracle  from  Del- 
phos^ forbade  it,  and  put  the  whole  fum  into  their  own  poc- 
kets ;  whereby  they  very  much  enriched  themfelves.  So  this 
colofl'us  lay  where  it  fell,  without  being  any  more  ere6led,  and 
there  was  let  lie  894  years  ;  till  at  length,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  672,  ^  Moawias,  the  fixth  caliph  or  emperor  of  the 
Saracens,  having  taken  Rhodes,  fold  the  brafs  to  a  Jewifh. 
merchant,  who  loaded  with  it  900  camels  ;  and  therefore, 
allowing  800  pound  weight  to  every  camel's  burden,  the 
brafs  of  this  coloflus,  after  the  wafte  of  fo  many  years  by 

the 

*  Eufcbii  Chronicon.    Orofius,  lib.  4.  c.  13.   Polybius,  lib. 5.  p.  418. 

429- 

b  Plinius,  lib.  34-  c  7-    Strabo,  lib.  14.  p.  65a. ;  vide  etiam  Scaligeri 
Animadverfiones  in  Eufebii  Chronicon,  No.  1794.  p.  137. 

*  Pliuius,  ibid. 

**  Polybius,  lib.  5.  p.  428.  419. 
^  Idem,  ibid.   Strabo,  lib.  14.  p.  650. 

f  Zonarasfub  regno  Conftantis  Imperatoris  Heradli  Ncpotis,  &  Ce- 
dreiuis.    Vide  etiam  Scaligcrum  loco  modo  citato. 
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the  ruft  and  wear  of  the  brafs  itfelf,  and  the  purloinings  and 
embezzlements  of  men,  amounted  to  720,000  pound  weight. 

Toward  the  end  of  this  year  *  died  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  king 
of  Egypt,  after  he  had  reigned  over  that  kingdom  25  years. 
He  was  the  laft  king  of  that  race  that  ^  governed  himfelf  with 
any  temper  or  virtue,  all  that  after  fucceeded  being  monfters 
of  luxury  and  vice.  After  having  made  peace  with  Syria,  he 
moftly  applied  himfelf  to  the  enlarging  of  his  dominions  fouth- 
ward  ;  and  he  '^  extended  them  a  great  way  down  the  Red  fea-, 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  coafts  of  it,  both  on  the 
Arabian  as  well  as  on  the  Ethiopian  fide,  even  down  to  the 
flraits  through  which  it  difchargeth  itfelf  into  the  Southern 
ocean. 

On  his  death,  he  was  fucceeded  ^  by  Ptolemy  Philopater  his 
fon,  *  a  mofl  profligate  and  vicious  young  prince, 
p"?*pkV'  ^^  ^^^  fuppofed  to  have  ^  made  away  with  his  fa- 
pater  I  "  ^^^^  ^y  po^^on  ;  and  he  had  not  been  long  on  the 
throne  ere  he  added  to  that  parricide  the  murder  s 
of  his  mother,  and  of  Magas  his  brother ;  and  a  little  after 
followed  the  death  of  Cleomenes  king  of  Sparta,  occafioned 
by  the  fame  meafures  of  wickednefs  and  barbarity.  ^  He 
having  been  vanquifhed  and  driven  out  of  Greece  by  Antigo- 
nus,  king  of  Macedon,  fled  to  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  and  was 
kindly  received  by  him  :  but  that  king  a  little  after  dying,  he 
had  not  that  favour  from  his  fucceflbr.  However,  being 
looked  upon  as  a  perfon  of  great  wifdom  and  fagacity,  Sofi- 
bius,  v/ho  was  Philopater's  chief  minifler  of  ftate,  thought  fit 
to  communicate  to  him  his  mafter's  defign  of  cutting  oflf  Ma- 
gas his  brother,  and  to  alk  his  advice  about  it ;  which  Cleo- 
menes having  diflfuaded  him  from,  and  given  fome  reafons  for 
it  which  much  difpleafed  Sofibius,  occalion  was  taken,  from 
another  matter,  to  call  him  into  prifon ;  from  whence  having 
gotten  loofe,  and  gathered  his  friends  and  followers  together,* 
who  came  with  him  from  Sparta,  he  took  the  advantage  of  Pto- 
lemy's being  abfent  from  Alexandria,  to  call  and  excite  the 
people  to  affume  their  liberty,  and  free  themfelves  from  the  ty- 
ranny which  they  were  then  under:  but,  not  fucceeding  in  this 
attempt,  he  flew  himfelf  in  the  flreets  of  the  city,  as  did  alfo 

all 

•  Polybius,  lib.  a.  p.  155 i  Juftin.  lib.  %<).  c.  i.  Plutarch,  in  Cleomenc. 
Ptolemseus  Aftronomus  in  Canone. 

t>  Strabo.  lib.  17.  p.  796. 

^  Monumcntum  Adulitanum. 

d  Ptolen-xi»s  Aftronomus  in  Canone.    Eufcbius  in  Chronico. 

*  Piiit^ichus  in  Cleomene.  Strabo,  ibid.  Polybius,  lib.  5.  P.3S0.  381, 
f  J\iflin.  lib.  19,  c.  I. 

2  Plbtarchus  in  Cleomene.    Polybius,  lib.  5.  p.  380.  381. 
*>  Pluiarchus  in  Clcomcne.    Polybius,  lib.  5. 
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all  the  reft  that  were  with  hino.  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of  Cleo- 
menes,  hath  given  us  a  full  narrative  of  this  matter  ;  and  fo 
alfo  hath  Polybius  in  the  5th  book  of  his  hiftory. 

Antiochus  *  taking  the  advantage  of  Euergetes's  death,  and 
the  fucceffion  of  fo  voluptuous  and  profligate  a  prince  after  him, 
thought  it  a  proper  time  for  him  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
Syria ;  and  Hermias  his  prime  minifter  preffed  hard  for  his 
going  in  perfon  to  this  war,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Epi- 
genes  his  general ;  who  thought  it  chiefly  concerned  him  to 
I'upprefs  the  rebellion  of  Alexander  and  Molon  in  the  Eaft  ; 
and  therefore  advifed  him  to  march  immediately  in  perfon  with 
the  main  of  his  army  for  the  fubduing  of  thofe  rebels,  before 
they  fliould  gather  greater  ftrength  in  the  revolted  provinces 
again  ft  him.  But  the  opinion  of  Hermias  taking  place,  Antio- 
chus marched  towards  Coele-Syria  with  one  part  of  his  army, 
and  fent  Zeno  and  Theodotus  Hermiolius,  two  of  his  generals, 
with  the  other  to  fupprefs  the  rebels.  While  he  was  on  his 
march  towards  Coele-Syria,  being  arrived  at  Seleucia  near 
Zeugma,  there  ^  was  brought  thither  to  him  Laodice,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mithridates  king  of  Pontus,  to  be  his  wife,  which  caufed 
his  ftay  for  fome  time  in  that  place  to  celebrate  the  nuptials. 
But  the  joy  of  his  marriage  was  foon  interrupted  by  ill  news 
from  the  Eaft  :  for  ^  his  generals  being  there  overpowered  by 
the  joint  forces  of  Alexander  and  Molon,  were  forced  to  re- 
tire and  leave  them  mafters  of  the  field.  Hereon  Antiochus, 
inclining  to  the  advice  given  by  Epigenes,  refolved  to  defift 
from  his  expedition  in  Ccele-Syria,  and  march  directly  with  all 
his  forces  into  the  Eaft  for  the  fuppreffing  of  this  rebellion,  be- 
fore it  fliould  grow  to  any  greater  head.  But  ^  Hermias  per- 
fifting  in  his  former  opinion,  for  the  fake  of  fome  private  views 
of  his  own  which  he  had  therein,  overbore  all  oppolition  to  it, 
and  prevailed  with  the  king  to  fend  another  general  with 
more  forces  into  the  Eaft,  and  proceed  himfelf  in  his  former 
intended  expedition  into  Coele-Syria.  The  general  fent  into 
the  Eaft  was  Xinsetas  an  Achaean,  whofe  commiffion  was  to 
join  the  forces  which  were  there  before  under  the  two  former 
generals,  and  take  upon  him  the  chief  command  of  the  whole 
army.  But  he  came  off  with  worfe  fuccefs  than  thofe  whom 
he  fucceeded  :  for  ^  pafling  the  Tigris,  he  was  there  drawn 
into  a  fnare,  and  circumvented  by  a  ftratagem  of  the  enemy's, 
and  he,  and  all  the  forces  that  pafled  with  him,  were  cut  off 
and  deftroyed  5   whereon  the  rebels  made  themfelves  mafters 

of 

■  Polybius,  lib.  5.  p.  387.  Juflin.         '  Idem,  lib.  5.  p.  389. 
lib.  30.  €.  I.  d  Idem,  p.  390. 

"  i?oIybiiis,  lib.  5.  p.  388.  «  Idem,  p.  391—393. 
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of  the  province  of  Babylonia,  and  almoft  all  Mefopotamia, 
without  any  oppofition.  In  the  interim  ^  Antiochus,  proceed- 
ing in  his  expedition  in  Coele-Syria,  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
valley  which  lieth  between  two  ridges  of  the  mountains  call- 
ed Libanus  and  Antilibanus ;  but  there  he  found  the  paffes  of 
thofe  mountains  fo  well  fortified,  and  fuch  refiftance  made  in 
them  by  Theodotus  an  i^tolian,  who  was  there  governor  for 
Ptolemy,  that  he  was  forced  to  retreat  without  making  any 
further  progrefs.  that  way  :  and  the  ill  news  which  he  had  by 
this  time  received  of  the  lofs  of  Xinsetas  and  his  army  in  the 
Eaft  haftened  his  return  ;  for  now"^  being  fully  convinced  that 
he  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  follow  the  advice  which 
Epigenes  had  at  firft  given  him,  and  march  in  perfon  againfi 
the  rebels,  and  all  elfe  about  him  being  of  the  fame  opinion, 
he  fully  refolved  on  it ;  and  Hermias  durll  not  fay  any  more 
againft  it.  But  to  be  revenged  on  Epigenes  for  thwarting  his 
defigns  herein,  he  did,  by  forged  letters,  fix  a  plot  of  treafon 
upon  him,  and  caufed  him  to  be  cut  oiF  for  it.  In  the  interim 
Antiochus,  though  the  year  was  now  far  fpent,  pafTed  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  having  there  joined  his  other  forces,  that  he 
might  be  the  nearer  at  hand  for  action  the  next  fpring,  he  put 
his  army  into  winter-quarters  in  thofe  parts,  and  there  waited 
the  proper  feafon  for  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

And,  as  foon  as  that  approached,  ^  he  marched  direftly  to 
the  Tigris,  and,  having  paffed  that  river,  forced  Mo- 
p^^^p^r*  ^°"  ^°  ^  battle,  wherein  he  got  fuch  an  entire  victory 
pater  2!  ^'  ^^^^  ^^™»  ^^^^  '^^  rebel,  finding  his  caufe  abfolutely 
loft,  out  of  defpair,  flew  himfelf.  Alexander  was 
then  abfent  in  Perfia  :  but  Nicolas,  another  brother,  efcaping 
from  the  battle,  brought  him  the  ill  news  thither ;  whereon 
they  flew  firft  their  mother,  then  their  wives  and  children,  and 
laftjy  themfelves,  that  fo  they  might  avoid  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  conqueror.  And  thus  ended  this  rebellion  (as 
it  is  to  be  wiflied  all  rebellions  might  end)  in  a  moft  calami- 
tous deftrudlion  of  all  that  were  concerned  in  it. 

After  this  vidory  ^  the  remains  of  the  conquered  army  fub- 
mitted  to  the  king,  who,  after  a  fevere  reprimand  upon  them 
for  their  rebellion,  received  them  to  pardon,  and  ordered  them 
into  Media,  under  the  command  of  thofe  whom  he  fent  to  re- 
gulate the  affairs  of  that  province;  and  then  returning  to  Se- 
leucia  on  the  Tigris,  there  continued  for  fome  time,  to  give  his 

orders 

"  Idem,  lib  5.  p.  390. 
I'  Polybius,  lib.  5.  p.  393.  304. 
^  Idem,  lib.  5.  p.  395.  396.  &c. 
»l  Idem.  p.  398.  399. 
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orders  for  the  refettling  of  his  authority  in  the  revolted  pro-> 
vinccs,  and  the  reducing  of  all  things  again  in  them  to  their 
former  order ;  which  having  effected  by  fuch  proper  inftru- 
ments  as  he  thought  fit  to  employ  herein,  he  marched  againft 
the  Atropatians,  a  people  inhabiting  on  the  weft  of  Media,  in 
a  country  now  called  Georgia  :  ^  Artabazes  their  king,  being 
then  a  very  old  man,  and  grown  decrepit  with  age,  was  fo  ter- 
rified on  the  approach  of  Antiochus  with  his  I'idorious  army, 
that  he  fent  ambaflfadors  to  make  his  fubmiflion,  and  agreed  to 
peace  with  him  on  his  own  terms. 

By  this  time  Hermias,  through  his  infolence  and  haughty  con- 
du6t,  ^  growing  intolerable  to  his  mafter,  as  well  as  to  all  elfe, 
Apollophanes  the  king's  phyfician,  who  had  at  all  times  his 
ear  on  the  occafions  of  his  health,  took  the  advantage  of  it  to 
reprefent  unto  him  the  danger  he  was  in  from  this  minifter, 
telling  him,  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  look  to  himfelf,  and 
take  care  that  he  did  not  meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  his  brother 
did  in  Phrygia,  and  be  cut  of  by  thofe  he  moft  confided  in ;  that 
it  was  manifeft  Hermias  was  laying  defigns  for  himfelf;  and  that 
no  time  was  any  longer  to  be  loft  for  the  preventing  of  them. 
Antiochus,  who  had  the  fame  fentiments  with  his  phyfician, 
but  had  hitherto  fuppreifed  them,  out  of  diffidence  to  whom  to 
communicate  them,  very  gladly  received  the  propofal,  and  im- 
mediately entered  on  meafures  for  the  ridding  himfelf  of  this 
odious  and  dangerous  mmifter  ;  and  accordingly,  as  it  had  been 
concerted,  having  drawn  him  off  from  the  army  to  accompany 
him  on  a  walking  abroad  to  take  the  air,  as  was  pretended,  for 
his  health,  as  foon  as  he  had  thus  decoyed  him  at  a  convenient 
diftance  from  all  that  might  give  him  any  afliftance,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  cut  off  by  thofe  that  attended  him  ;  which  was  much 
to  the  fatisfadion  of  all  the  provinces  of  the  Syrian  empire:  for 
he  being  a  man  of  great  cruelty,  pride,  and  infolence,  managed 
all  things  with  feverity  and  violence,  bearing  no  contradiction 
to  his  fentiments,  or  oppofition  to  any  thing  he  would  have 
done,  or  fuftering  any  perfon  or  thing  to  ftand  in  his  way  to 
what  he  intended  ;  which  drew  on  him  a  general  odium  every 
where.  But  no  where  v/as  there  a  more  fignal  inftance  of  it^ 
than  at  Apamea  in  Syria  ;  for  there  they  no  fooner  heard  of 
his  death,  but  they  fell  on  his  wife  and  children,  whom  he  had 
left  in  that  city,  and  ftoned  them  all  to  death. 

After  this  Antiochus  having  thus  faccefsfully  managed  hU 

affairs  in  the  Eaft,  and   fettled  all  the  provinces  there  under 

fuch  governors  as  he  thought  he  might  beft  confide  in,  ^  hs 

marched  back  into  Syria,  and  there  put  his  army  into  winter 

Vol.  III.  H  quarters  ^ 

'  PolybiuSj  p.  4C0.    b  Idem,  lib.  5.  p.  400.  &  401.    <=  Idem,  lib,  5. 
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quarters;  and  at  Antioch  fpent  the  remaining  part  of  the  year 
in  confulting  with  his  miniflers,  and  the  officers  of  his  armj, 
about  the  operations  of  the  next  year's  war. 

For  he  had  flill  two  dangerous  enterprizes  to  undertake  for 
the  reftoring  of  the  Syrian  empire  ;  the  firft  againft  Ptolemy, 
for  the  recovery  of  Syria,  and  the  other  againft  Acl.aeus,  vA\o 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  Lefler  Afia.  For  Ptolemy 
Euergetes  having,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Seleucus 
Callinicus,  feized  all  Syria,  as  hath  been  above  related,  a  great 
part  of  it  was  Itill  held  by  his  fucceffor  the  prefent  Egyptian 
king  ;  and  Antiochus  had  reafon  to  be  very  uneafy  in  having 
him  fo  near  a  neighbour.  And  as  to  Achaeus,  it  hath  been 
already  related  how  he  refufed  the  crown,  when  offered  him, 
on  the  death  of  Seleucus  Ceraunus  ;  and,  inftead  of  putting  it 
on  his  own  head,  faithfully  preferved  it  for  Antiochus,  the  next 
rightful  heir.  Hereon  Antiochus  committed  to  him  the  govern- 
ment of  all  his  provinces  in  Leffer  Afia;  which  charge  he  ha- 
ving managed  with  that  valour  and  wifdom  of  conduft,  as  to 
recover  them  all  out  of  the  hsnds  of  Attalus  king  of  Perga- 
mus,  who  had  in  a  manner  made  himfelf  abfolute  mafter  of 
them,  this  fuccefs  made  him  envied  by  the  chief  minifter,  and 
others  who  had  the  king's  ear  at  court ;  and  therefore,  refolu- 
tions  being  taken  to  fupprefs  him,  forged  letters  were  produ- 
ced to  prove  him  to  have  entertained  traitorous  defigns  for  the 
ufurping  of  the  crown,  and  to  hold  correfpondence  with  Pto- 
lemy, and  to  be  in  league  with  him  for  this  purpofe;  which 
*  Achseus  having  notice  of,  found  he  had  no  other  way  to  fe- 
cure  himfelf  againft  the  mifchievous  machinations  of  thofe 
men,  than  by  doing  what  he  was  charged  with.  And  therefore, 
being  neceffitated  for  his  own  defence  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  he 
affumed  the  crown,  which  he  had  before  refufed,  and  declared 
himfelf  king  of  Afia.  So  that  Antiochus  having  thefe  two 
dangerous  wars  upon  his  hands,  which  of  thefe  two  he  ftiould 
firft  undertake,  either  that  againft  Ptolemy  for  the  recovery  of 
Syria,  or  that  againft  Achaeus  for  the  recovery  of  Lefl*er  Afia, 
was  the  matter  which  was  under  debate  in  the  king's  council. 
But  at  length,  upon  full  confideration,  it  ^  being  refolved,  firft 
to  reduce  all  that  belonged  to  the  Syrian  empire  on 
v."^  Vu^^'     t'lat  fide  Mount  Taurus,  before  they  marched  over 

1  tol.Phllo-     .  •     n     A      I  ,  •  ri  r    ' 

pater  s.  ^f  agamlt  Achseus,  the  operations  or  the  enluiog 
campaign  were  concerted  and  ordered  accordingly. 
For  the  garrifons  which  the  Egyptians  had  in  Syria  being  the 
deepeft  thorn  in  their  fide,  and  which  they  were  moft  fenfible 
of,  it  was  thought  the  beft  ccurfe  to  remove  this  firft  ;  and 

therefore 
^    ^  Polyblus,  lib.  5.  p.  401.  b  Idem,  lib.  5.  p.  4oa« 
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therefore  at  prefent  only  threatening  letters  were  fent  to  Achse- 
us,  and  the  whole  army  reudezvoufed  at  Apamea  to  carry  the 
war  into  Ccele-Syria.  But,  in  a  council  there  held  before  the 
march  of  the  army  from  thence,  ApoUophanes  the  king's  phy« 
fician,  having  reprefented,  how  prepoilerous  a  thing  it  was  for 
him  to  pafs  into  Coele-Syria,  and  leave  Seleucia,  a  place  fo  near 
his  capital,  in  the  enemy's  hands  behind  him,  he  drew  all  over 
to  him  by  the  reafon  of  the  thing :  for  this  city  flood  upon 
the  fame  river  with  Antioch,  at  the  diftance  only  of  15  miles 
below  it,  near  the  mouth  of  that  river.  On  Ptolemy  Euer- 
getes's  having  invaded  Syria  in  the  caufe  of  Berenice  his  lifter, 
which  hath  been  above  related,  he  feized  this  city;  and  agar- 
rifon  of  Egyptians  having  been  then  placed  in  it,  they  had 
held  the  place  ever  fince  now  full  27  years  ;  which  was  not 
only  a  confl:ant  annoyance  to  the  Antiochians,  but  alfo  inter- 
cepted their  communication  with  the  fea,  and  fpoiled^all  their 
trade  that  way:  for  Seleucia,  lying  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Orontes,  was  the  fea-port  to  Antioch  j  and  they  fuffered  much 
by  being  deprived  of  it.  All  which  being  fet  forth  by  ApoUo- 
phanes in  his  reprefentation  of  this  matter,  it  fully  determined 
the  king  and  all  his  council  to  follow  the  meafures  he  propo- 
fed,  and  begin  the  campaign  with  the  liege  of  Seleucia  ;  and  * 
accordingly  the  whole  army  marched  thither,  and  invelled 
that  place,  and,  having  carried  it  by  a  general  aflault,  drove 
the  Egyptians  thence. 

After  this  Antiochus  haftened  into  Coele-Syria,**  being  call- 
ed thither  by  Theodotus  the  iEtolian,  Ptolemy's  governor  of 
that  province,  with  offer  of  putting  the  whole  country  into 
his  hands.  It  hath  been  already  related,  how  valiantly  he  re- 
pulfed  Antiochus  in  his  laft  eruption  into  that  country.  But 
this  was  not  enough  to  pleafe  thofe  who  governed  at  court ; 
they  expected  more  from  him,  which  they  imagined  Was  in 
his  power  to  have  done,  and  therefore  called  him  to  Alexan- 
dria to  anfwer  for  it  at  the  peril  of  his  head.  And  although 
he  were  acquitted,  on  the  hearing  of  his  caufe,  and  fent  back 
to  his  government,  yet  he  did  not  acquit  them  of  the  wrong 
they  did  him  by  this  injurious  accufation,  but  returned  into 
Coele-Syria  with  fuch  refentment  and  indignation  for  this  ill- 
ufage  and  affront,  that  he  refolved  to  be  revenged  for  it.  And, 
while  he  attended  his  caufe  at  court,  having  obferved  in  how 
vile  and  difTolute  a  manner  all  lived  there,  this  augmented  his. 
indignation,  he  not  being  able  to  bear  with  any  patience  his 
being  made  obnoxious  to  fo  defpicable  a  fet  of  men  ;  for  no« 
thing  could  be  more  lewd  and  abominable  than  the  conduft 
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of  Philopater,  during  all  the  time  of  his  reign  ;  and  his  whole 
court  was  formed  after  his  example^  He  is  faid  to  have  poi- 
foned  his  father ;  and  he  made  this  the  more  believed,  that, 
after  his  deceafe,  he  openly  and  avoivedly  put  to  death  Be- 
renice his  mother,  and  Magas  his  only  brother  ;  and  then 
thinking  himfelf  free  from  all  controul  and  fear  of  danger,  he 
gave  himfelf  up  to  the  vileft  entertainments  of  lufl,  luxury'^ 
and  beftiality,  minding  little  elfe  than  the  glutting  of  himfelf 
in  all  the  pleafures  which  thefe  mod  detellable  vices  conld  af- 
ford him.  His  chief  minlfter  was  ^  Sofibius,  a  man  bad  enough 
to  fuit  the  fervice  of  fuch  a  mailer,  and  crafty  enough  to  know 
and  ufe  all  the  means  whereby  beft  to  fecure  his  intereft 
under  him.  But  thofe  that  moil  governed  him  were  ^  Aga- 
thocles,  Agathoclea  his  fifter,  and  Oenanthe  their  mother.  The 
firll  was  his  pathic,  the  fecond  his  concubine,  and  the  iaft  his 
bawd  to  ferve  him  in  providing  for  the  worft  of  his  lufts. 
Agathoclea  was  at  firft  a  public  woman  and  a  common  flrum.- 
pet ;  but,  having  engaged  Philopater's  affection,  flie  had  an  ab- 
folute  afcendant  over  him  all  his  life  after,  and  his  love  to  her 
was  the  foundation  on  which  was  built  his  favour  to  the  other 
two.  Theodotus,  on  his  being  at  Alexandria,  having  obferved 
al  this,  could  not  but  abhor  fo  vile  a  conduft,  and,  being  a  gal- 
lant man,  fcorned  to  be  any  longer  under  it;  and  this,  with  his 
refentments  for  his  ill  ufage,  put  him  upon  a  refolution  of  feek- 
ing  for  a  nev>"  mafter,  that  might  be  more  worthy  of  his  fer- 
vice. And  therefore,  on  his  return  to  his  province,  having 
feized  Tyre  and  Ptolemais,  he  declared  for  King  Antiochus, 
and  fent  him  the  meffage  1  have  mentioned  to  call  him  into  thofe 
parts,  and,  on  his  arrival,  delivered  to  him  thefe  two  cities  ; 
whereby  he  put  him  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  mailer  of  all 
the  reft  of  that  country.  Nicolas,  one  of  Ptolemy's  generals 
in  thofe  parts,  made  fome  oppolition  to  him  on  this  invafion, 
although  not  fuiiicient  to  obltru6l  his  progrefs :  for  although 
he  were  a  countryman  of  Theodotus's,  as  being  an  >^tolian, 
vet  he  would  not  join  with  him  in  this  defe£lion,  but  frill  ad- 
hered to  the  intereft  of  King  Ptolemy,  according  to  his  firft  en- 
gagements to  l.im  ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  Theodotus  had 
feized  Ptolemais,  he  befieged  him  in  it  ;  and,  on  Antiochus's 
inarching  thither  to  raife  the  fiege,  he  feized  the  palTes  of  Mount 
Libaiius  againft  iiim,  and  defended  them  to  the  utmoft  ;  but, 
being  overborne  by  the  fuperior  power  of  Antiochus,  he  was 
forced  to  recede,  and  Antiochus  had  thereon  Tyre  and  Ptole- 
mais put  into  his  hands  by  Theodotus  ;   where   having  found 
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great  magazines  of  war  which  Ptolemy  had  in  thefe  two  places 
prepared  and  laid  up  for  his  army,  and  alfo  a  fleet  of  40  fail  of 
Ihips,  he  feized  both  for  his  fervice.  The  fnips  he  delivered  to 
Diognetus,  his  admiral,  with  orders  to  fail  to  Peluiium,  pur- 
poling,  at  the  fame  time,  to  march  thirher  by  land  with  allliis 
army,  and  invade  Egypt.  But  being  informed,  that  at  that 
time  of  the  year  tlie  banks  of  the  Nile  ufed  to  be  cut,  and  all 
the  country  laid  under  water,  and  that  therefore  the  invading 
of  that  realm  was  then  iii:pra£licable,  he  altered  his  purpofe, 
and  turned  all  his  force  for  the  reducing  of  the  reil  of  Coele~ 
Syria  j  and,  having  taken  fome  places  in  it  by  furrender,  and 
others  by  force,  he  at  length  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  Damaf- 
cus,  the  chief  city  of  the  province,  having. taken  it  by  ^  a  flra- 
tagem,  with  which  he  over-reached  Dinon,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  it  for  King  Ptolemy.  His  lad  attempt  in  this  cam- 
paign ^  was  upon  Dora,  a  maritime  town  near  Mount  Carmel, 
called  Dor  ^  in  the  holy  fcriptures:  but  the  place  being  llrong- 
ly  lituated,  and  well  fortified  and  provided  for  by  the  care  of 
Nicolas,  he  could  make  no  impreiliou  upon  it ;  and  therefore 
was  glad  to  accept  of  aprcpofal,  which  was  there  oftered  him, 
of  making  a  truce  with  Ptolemy  for  four  months;  and  tiere- 
on,  drawing  oiF  under  the  credit  of  it,  he  marched  back  to  Se- 
leucia  on  the  Orontes,  and  there  put  his  army  into  winter  quar- 
ters, leaving  thofe  places  which  he  had  taken  in  this  year  s  war 
under  the  care  and  government  of  Theodotus  the  iEtolian. 

During  this  truce,  ^  a  treaty  was  fet  on  foot  between  the  two 
contendiag  princes,  but  without  any  other  defign  on  either  iidc 
than  to  gain  time.  Ptolemy  lacked  it  to  make  preparation  for 
the  enfuing  war,  and  Antiochus  to  look  after  Achseus  ;  for  he 
having  now  manifeft  deligns  of  ufurping  Syria  from  him,  as  well 
as  LelTer  Alia,  he  wanted  to  be  at  home  to  provide  againft  tliem. 
In  this  treaty,  the  chief  point  in  debate  was,  to  whom  Coele- Sy- 
ria, Phoenicia,  Samaria,  and  Judea,  did  belong,  by  virtue  of  the 
partition  that  was  made  of  Alexander's  empire  between  Ptole- 
my, Seleucus,  CaiTaiider,  and  Lylimachus,  after  the  death  of 
Antigonus,  (lain  in  the  battle  of  Ipfus.  Ptolemy  claimed  thefe 
provinces,  as  having  be^n  by  that  treaty  alligned,  as  he  faid,  to 
Ptolemy  Soter,  his  great-grandfather.  On  the  other  fide,  An- 
tiochus alledged,  that  they  had  in  that  partition  been  afligned 
to  Seleucus  Nicator,  and  therefore  he  claimed  them  to  belong  to 
him  as  the  heir  and  fuccelTor  of  that  king  in  the  Syrian  empire. 
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While  thefe  pretences  were  alledged  on  both  fides,  and  nei- 
ther yielded  to  the  other,  the  time  of  the  truce  wore 
Ro^Vhib-  ®"*'  ^"^»  nothing  being  efFeaed  by  the  treaty, 
pater  4.  '  ^  ^^^^  parties  again  provided  for  the  war.  Nico- 
las the  i^tolian,  having  given  fufficient  proof  of  his 
valour  and  fidelity  in  his  lad  year's  fervice  for  King  Ptolemy, 
was  this  year  made  his  generaliflimo  for  this  war,  and  had  the 
whole  care  of  his  intereft  in  the  contefted  provinces  committed 
to  his  charge ;  and  Perigenes,  his  admiral,  was  fent  with  a 
fleet  to  carry  on  the  war  by  fea.  Nicolas,  having  rendezvoufed 
his  forces  at  Gaza,  and  being  there  furnifhed  from  Egypt  with 
all  neceflary  accoutrements  and  provifions  for  the  war,  march- 
ed dire6lly  from  thence  for  Mount  Libanus,  and  feized  the 
llraits  which  lay  between  that  ridge  of  mountains  and  the  fea, 
through  which  it  was  neceflary  for  Antiochus  to  pafs,  refolving 
to  expert  him  there,  and,  by  the  advantage  of  the  place,  obftru6t 
his  further  progrefs  that  way.  In  the  interim  Antiochus  was 
not  idle  ;  but  having  made  all  due  preparations  for  the  war, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  committed  his  fleet  to  the  command  of 
Diognetus,  his  admiral,  and  then  marched  himfelf  with  his  ar- 
my by  land.  The  fleets  on  both  fides  coafting  the  armies,  as 
they  marched  by  land,  they  all  met  at  thofe  ftraits  where  Nico- 
las had  polled  himfelf :  and,  while  Antiochus  there  aflaulted 
Nicolas  by  land,  the  fleets  encountered  at  fea,  and  the  battle 
was  begun  on  both  fides  both  by  fea  and  land  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  fight  of  each  other.  At  fea  the  fight  ended  upon  equal 
terms  on  both  fides,  neither  party  getting  the  better  of  the 
other.  Bat  at  land,  Antiochus  having  gotten  the  advantage, 
Nicolas  was  forced  to  retire  to  Sidon,  with  the  lofs  of  4000  of 
his  men  flain  and  taken  ;  and  thither  alfo  Perigenes  followed 
him  with  the  Egyptian  fleet.  Antiochus  purfued  them  thither 
both  by  fea  and  land,  with  intention  to  befiege  the  place:  but 
finding  it  too  flrongly  provided  with  men,  and  all  other  necef- 
faries,  as  to  be  eafily  taken,  he  thought  not  fit  to  fit  down  be- 
fore it ;  but,  having  fent  his  fleet  to  Tyre,  he  marched  with 
his  army  into  Galilee,  and,  having  taken  Philoteria,  on  the 
north  end  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  and  Scythopolis,  or  Bethfan, 
on  the  fouth  end,  he  marched  to  Attabyrium,  a  city  fituated 
on  Mount  Tabor,  the  mountain  afterwards  made  famous  by 
the  transfiguration  of  our  Saviour  on  it,  and,  by  a  ftratagem, 
foon  made  himfelf  niafter  of  the  place ;  and,  by  taking  thefe 
cities,  having  brought  all  Galilee  under  him,  he  marched  over 
the  river  Jordan  into  the  land  of  Gilead,  and  took  pofleffion  of 
all  that  country,  which  formerly  had  been  the  inheritance  of 
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the  tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeb, 
on  that  fide  of  the  river.  After  that  he  took  Rabbah  of  the 
children  of  Ammon.  Polybius  calls  it  Rabbatamana  (/.  e.  * 
Rabbath-Amtnon).  I  have  (hewn  before,  how  Ptolemy  Phila- 
delphus,  having  rebuilt  this  city,  called  it  Philadelphia.  It 
being  (Irong  and  populous,  it  made  a  vigorous  refiftance  againfl: 
Antiochus  and  all  his  army;  but  at  length  he  brought  them  to 
a  furrender,  by  flopping  their  water  courfe.  On  his  making 
himfelf  mafter  of  this  place,  he  forced  all  the  neighbouring 
Arabs  to  fubmit  to  him.  But,  by  this  time  the  year  being  far 
fpent,  he  repafled  the  river  Jordan,  and,  having  placed  Hippo- 
lochus  and  Keraeas  (who  lately  revolted  to  him  from  King  Pto- 
lemyj  in  the  government  of  Samaria,  with  5000  men,  to  keep 
that  part  of  the  country  in  quiet,  he  led  back  all  the  reft  of  his 
forces  toPtolemais,  and  there  put  them  into  winter  quarters. 

As  foon  as  the  fpring  begun,  ^  both  parties  again  took  the 
field.  Ptolemy,  having  gotten  together  an  army  of 
70,000  foot,  5000  horfe,  and  73  elephants,  ordered  ^""^  V^.' 
them  to  rendezvous  at  Pelufium;  where,  putting  jop^Jgr  ' 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  them,  as  foon  as  all  was  got 
ready  for  the  march,  he  led  them  over  the  deferts  that  parted 
Egypt  and  Paleftine,  and  encamped  at  Raphia,  a  town  lying 
between  Rhinocorura  and  Gaza :  and  there  Antiochus  met  him 
with  an  army  little  inferior  to  his ;  for  he  had  62,000  foot,  6000 
horfe,  and  102  elephants ;  and  there  he  encamped,  firft  witliin  ten 
furlongs,  and  afterwards  within  five  of  the  enemy.  While  they 
lay  thus  near  to  each  other,  m.any  bickerings  happened  between 
parties,  as  they  went  out  on  each  fide,  either  for  watering  or  fo- 
rage, and  many  bold  adventures  were  made  by  particular  per- 
fons  from  both  armies.  But  that  of  Theodotus  the^^tolian  was 
the  moft  remarkable  :  for,  ^  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
Egyptian  ufages,  as  having  long  ferved  Ptolemy,  till  he  revolt- 
ed from  him  to  Antioclius,  he  took  the  advantage  of  a  duil^y 
evening,  when  his  face  could  not  be  well  difcerned,  to  enter  into 
the  enemy's  camp  with  two  companions,  and,  being  there  taken 
for  one  of  them,  went  into  Ptolemy's  tent  with  defign  to  have 
killed  him,  and  with  that  one  ftroke  to  have  put  an  end  to  the 
war.  But,  not  finding  him  there,  he  flew  his  chief  phyfician  in- 
ftead  of  him,  wounded  two  others,  and  then,  amidft  the  hurry 
and  tumult  raifed  hereon,  efcaped  fafe  back  again  into  his  own 
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camp.  At  length  both  kings  ^  drew  out  all  their  forces  for  a 
decilive  battle,  and  both  rode  before  the  front  of  their  refpeftive 
armies,  to  excite  and  encourage  their  men  for  the  fight.  Ar- 
finoe,  who  was  fifter  and  wife  to  King  Ptolemy,  accompanied 
him  in  this  adlion,  and  not  only  exerted  herfelf  in  the  encou- 
raging of  the  foldiers  before  the  fight,  but  alfo  continued  with 
herhufband  in  the  battle  throughout  all  the  heat  and  dangers 
of  it.  The  event  of  the  battle  was,  Antiochus,  commanding  the 
right  wing,  routed  the  oppofite  wing  of  the  enemy  ;  but,  pur- 
fuing  them  too  far,  in  the  interim,  the  other  wing  of  the  ene- 
my, having  beaten  his  left  wing,  fell  upon  the  main  body  then 
left  naked,  and  utterly  broke  them,  before  he  could  return  to 
their  afliitancc.  An  old  officer  of  Antiochus's  army,  obferving 
which  way  the  cloud  of  duft  went,  concluded  from  thence,  that 
the  main  body  was  routed,  and  fhewed  it  to  the  king.  But,  al- 
though he  immediately  returned,  he  came  too  late  to  recover 
this  fault,  finding  all  the  reft  of  his  army  put  to  flight  on  his 
coming  back  to  them.  Hereon  he  was  forced  to  retreat,  firft  to 
Kaphia,  and  next  to  Gaza,  with  the  lofs  of  10,000  of  his  men 
flain,  and  4000  taken  prifoners :  after  which,  being  no  more 
able  to  make  head  againft  Ptolemy  in  thofe  parts,  he  quitted 
them  to  the  conqueror,  and,  having  gathered  together  the  re- 
mains of  his  broken  forces,  he  returned  with  them  to  Antioch. 
This  battle  at  Raphia  was  fought  at  the  fame  time  that  Hanni- 
bal vanquifhed  Flaminius,  the  Roman  conful,  at  the  l»ke  of 
Thrafimenus,  in  Hetruria. 

On  the  retreat  of  Antiochus,  ^  the  cities  of  Coele- Syria  and 
Paleftine  were  at  a  ftrife  which  of  them  fiiould  firft  yield  them- 
felves  again  to  Ptolemy:  for  having  been  long  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Egyptians,  they  were  in  tlieir  afteftions  inclined 
rather  to  their  old  mafters  than  to  Antiochus.  It  was  only  by 
force  that  they  had  fubmitted  to  the  latter  ;  and  therefore,  that 
force  being  now  removed,  they  returned  again  to  their  former 
bent,  and  Ptolemy's  court  was  thronged  v.'iih  ambalTadors  from 
them  to  make  their  fubmiflions,  and  offer  prefents  unto  him ; 
among  whom  were  ambalTadors  from  the  Jews,  who  were  all 
kindly  received.  Ptolemy,  having  thus  regained  thefe  provinces, 
made  a  progrefs  through  them,  and,  among  other  cities  which 
he  vifited  in  this  perambulation, '^Jerufalem  was onethat  had  this 
favour  from  him.  On  his  arrival  thither,  he  took  a  view  of  the 
temple,  and  there  offered  up  m^ny  facrifices  to  the  God  of  Ilrael, 
and  made  many  oblations  to  the  temple,  and  gave  ftvcral  very 
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valuable  donatives  to  it.  But,  not  being  content  to  view  it  only 
from  the  outer  court,  beyond  which  it  was  not  lawful  for  any 
Gentile  to  pafs,  he  would  have  prefled  into  the  faudiiary  itfelf, 
and  into  the  holy  of  holies  in  the  temple,  where  none  but  the 
high  prielt  only,  once  a-year,  on  the  great  day  of  expiation,  was 
to  enter.  This  made  a  great  uproar  all  over  the  city.  The  higli 
prieft  informed  him  of  the  facrednefs  of  the  place,  and  the  law 
of  God  which  forbad  his  entrance  thither.  And  the  priefts  and 
Levites  gathered  together  to  hinder  it,  and  all  the  people  to  de- 
precate it ;  and  great  lamentation  was  made  every  where  among 
them  on  the  apprehenlion  of  the  great  prophanation  which  would 
hereby  be  offered  to  their  holy  temple,  and  all  hands  were  lifted 
up  unto  God  in  prayer  to  avert  it.  But  the  king,  the  more  he 
was  oppofed,  growing  the  more  intent  to  have  his  will  in  this 
matter,  prefled  into  the  inner  court ;  but,  as  he  was  pafling 
further  to  go  into  the  temple  itfelf,  he  was  fmitten  from  God 
with  fuch  a  terror  and  confufion  of  mind,  that  he  was  carried 
out  of  the  place  in  a  manner  half  dead.  On  this  he  departed 
from  Jerufalem,  filled  with  great  wrath  again  ft  the  whole  na- 
tion of  the  Jews  for  that  which  happened  to  him  in  that  place, 
and  venting  many  threatenings  a^ainft  them  for  it. 

The  high  prielt  who  withftood  Ptolemy  in  this  attempt  upon. 
the  temple  was  ^  Simon,  the  fon  of  Onias,  the  fecond  of  that 
name :  for,  his  father  dying  towards  the  end  of  the  former  year, 
he  fucceeded  him  in  his  office  ;  and  this  was  the  firft  year  of 
his  pontificate  :  and  it  was  well  that  a  wifer  man  was  then  in 
that  office  when  this  difficulty  happened :  for,  during  the  v^  hole 
time  of  Onias's  miniftration,  all  the  affairs  of  the  Jews  were, 
both  in  church  and  Hate,  very  negligently  and  fupinely  ma- 
naged; for  he  being  a  very  weak  man,  and  withal  exceedingly 
covetous,  minded  little  elfe  but  how  to  heap  up  money.  ^  The 
Samaritans,  obfervingthis,  took  the  advantage  of  it  to  be  very 
vexatious  to  the  Jews,  and,  out  cf  their  old  enmity  to  thein,  did 
them  many  and  great  damages,  plundering  and  ravaging  their 
country,  and  carrying  many  of  tlie  inhabitants  into  captivity, 
and  felling  them  for  (laves;  and  this  they  had  in  fome  meafure 
praftifed  ever  fince  the  contention  arofe  between  Antiochus 
and  Ptolemy  Philopater  about  the  provinces  of  Coele-Syria  and 
Paleftine,  fcreening  themfelves  fometimes  under  the  one  fide, 
and  fometimes  under  the  other,  according  as  they  found  they 
might  be  the  moft  vexatious  to  the  Jews  ;  and,  during  all  the 
time  that  this  war  lafted,  the  Jews  fufiered  Ycry  much  by  it 
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from  both  parties,  as  did  all  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pa- 
lelline  :  for  Paleitine,  of  which  Judea  was  a  part,  being  one  of 
the  countries  in  conteft,  while  thefe  two  potent  princes  thus 
flrove  for  it,  it  happened  to  thofe  that  dwelt  in  it  (as  ufually 
it  doth  to  all  others  in  this  cafe),  that  they  were  grinded  be- 
tween both;  for,  as  fometimes  the  one  lide,  andfometimes  the 
other,  were  mafters  of  the  country,  they  were  fure  to  be  haralTed 
by  each  in  their  turns :  and  this  continued  to  be  their  cafe  as 
long  as  that  conteft  iafted,  and  they  fuiFered  exceedingly  by  it. 
Antiochus,  as  foon  as  he  was  returned  to  Antioch,  ^  fent 
ambafladcrs  to  Ptolemy  to  move  for  peace.     That  which  in- 
duced him  to  this  was,  he  miftrufted  the  fidelity  of  his  own 
people,  finding,  on  his  return,  both  his  intereft  and  his  authori- 
ty much  funk  by  his  late  misfortune  at  Raphia ;  and  another 
reafon  for  it  was,  it  was  time  for  him  to  look  aftet  Achaeus  ; 
for  he  having,  by  his  viftories  over  Attains,  made  himfelf  ab- 
folute  mafler  of  all  the  Lefler  Afia,  fhould  he  be  let  alone  to 
fettle  hiz  authority  there,  Antiochus  well  faw  it  would  not  be 
long  ere  he  muft  expect  him  in  Syria,  there  to  pufli  for  the 
whole  empire ;  to  prevent  this,  he  thought  it  his  beft  courfe 
to  make  peace  with  Ptolemy,  left,  having  two  fuch  powerful 
enemies,  one  on  each  hand  of  him,  to  deal  with  at  the  fame 
time,  he  fhould  be  crulhed  between  them  :  and  therefore  he  em- 
powered his   ambairndors  to  yield  to  Ptolemy  all  thofe  pro- 
vinces which  were  in  conteft  between  them,  that  is,  all  Coele- 
Syria  and  Paleftine.    I  have  afore  fhevvn,  that  Coele-Sjria  con- 
tained that  part  of  Syria  that  lay  between  the  mountains  Liba- 
nus  and  Anti-Libanus ;  and  Paleftine,  all  that  country  which 
•was  formerly  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  that 
the  maritime  parts  of  both  were  what  the  Greeks  called  Phoeni- 
cia. All  this  Antiochus  was  willing  to  part  with  to  the  king  of 
Egypt,  for  the  obtaining  of  peace  with  him  in  the  prefent  junc- 
ture, choofing  rather  to  quit  his  claim  to  all  thefe  countries, 
than  for  the  fake  of  them  to  run  the  rilk  of  lofing  all  the  reft. 
And  accordingly  a  truce  being  agreed  on  for  a  year,  before  that 
was  expired,  a  peace  was  made  upon  the  terms  propofed  :   and 
hereby  Antiochus  was  left  wholly  at  leifure  to  attend  the  re- 
covery of  Lefler  Afia,  and  the  fupprefling  of  Achaeus,  which 
was  a  matter  of  much  greater  moment  unto  him  at  this  time  ; 
and  Ptolemy,  that  he  might  be  again  fully  at  liberty  to  follow 
his  voluptuous  enjoyments,  was  as  fond  of  being  rid  of  this  war 
as  the  other.  And  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  truce  was  concluded, 
after  having  tarried  three  months  in  thofe  provinces  to  fettle  his 
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affairs  in  them,  he  committed  the  chief  command  over  them  to 
Andromachus  of  Afpendus,  and  returned  again  to  Alexandria; 
and,  on  his  arrival  thither,  immerfedhimfelf  again  deeper  than 
ever  in  all  the  beaftly  pleafures  of  his  former  life ;  and,  that  he 
might  not  be  interrupted  in  his  enjoyment  of  them,  he  fent  So- 
fibius,  his  chief  minifter,  to  Antioch,  to  turn  the  truce  into  a 
peace,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  terms  I  have  men- 
tioned. And  thus  Ptolemy,  for  the  fake  of  his  lulls,  contenting 
himfelf  with  the  recovery  of  the  provinces  of  Ccele-Syria  and 
Paleftine,  made  no  other  advantage  of  his  victory  at  Raphia : 
but  this  did  not  content  his  people,  who  expected  much  more 
from  it.  It  is  certain,  had  he  purfued  that  blow,  he  might  have 
deprived  Antiochus,  not  only  of  Paleftine  and  Coele-Syria,  but 
of  all  the  reft  of  his  empire;  and  this  was  what  the  Egyptians 
would  have  had  done,  and  were  very  angry  when  they  found 
themfelves  difappointed  of  it  by  fo  difadvantageous  a  peace. 
The  difcontent  which  followed  herefrom  gaye  rife  to  thofe  dif- 
orders  in  Egypt,  which,  the  next  year  after,  broke  out  into  a 
rebellion ;  and  thus  Ptolemy,  by  avoiding  a  war  abroad,  caufed 
one  at  home  in  his  own  kingdom. 

Ptolemy,  on  his  return  to  Alexandria,  carrying  thither  with 
him  his  anger  againft  the  Jews,  for  their  obftru£ling 
his  entrance  into  their  temple  at  Jerufalem,  refolved  p"^°  pj^^* 
to  be  revenged  for  it  on  all  of  that  nation  who  were  lop^ter  6* 
then  at  Alexandria.  And  therefore  ^  he  publiflied 
a  decree,  and  caufed  it  to  be  engraven  on  a  pillar  erected  at 
the  gates  of  his  palace,  whereby  he  forbad  all  to  enter  thither 
that  did  not  facrifice  to  the  gods  which  he  worftiipped ;  whereby 
he  excluded  the  Jews  from  all  accefs  to  him,  either  for  the  fuing 
to  him  for  juftice,  or  the  obtaining  of  his  prote6lion,  in  what  cafe 
foever  they  fliould  ftand  in  need  oi  it.  And  whereas  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Alexandria  were  of  ^  three  ranks,  i/?.  The  Macedonians, 
who  were  the  original  founders  of  the  city,  and  had  the  firft 
right  in  it ;  idly^  The  mercenary  foldiers,  who  came  thither 
to  ferve  in  the  army;  and,  ^dlf,  The  native  Egyptians  ;  and, 
by  the  favour  of  Alexander  the  Great  and  Ptolemy  Soter,  the 
Jews  were  enrolled  among  ^  the  firft  rank,  and  had  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  original  Macedonians  conferred  on  them,  Philopater 
refolved  to  deprive  them  of  this  right:  and  therefore,  by  ^  an- 
other decree,  ordered  that  all  the  Jewifli  nation  that  lived  in 
Alexandria  fliould  be  degraded  from  the  firft  rank,  of  which 
they  had  hitherto  always  been  from  the  firft  founding  of  that 
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city,  and  be  enrolled  in  the  third  rank,  among  the  commcii 
people  of  Egypt;  and  that  all  of  them  fliould  come  thus  to  be 
enrolled,  and,  at  the  time  of  their  enrollment,  have  the  mark  of 
an  ivy  leaf,  *  the  badge  of  his  god  Bacchus,  by%an  hot  ironim- 
prelTed  upon  them ;  and  that  all  thofe  who  fliould  refufe  to  be 
thus  enrolled,  and  lligmatifed  with  the  faid  mark,  fliould  be 
made  flaves  ;  and  that,  if  any  of  them  fliould  (land  out  againft 
this  decree,  he  fliould  be  put  to  death.  He  would  have  them 
marked  with  the  badge  of  his  god  Bacchus,  not  only  in  that,  by 
his  drunkennefs,  he  had  made  himfelf  a  great  devotee  of  his, 
but  mofl:  efpecially  in  that  the  Ptolemys  of  Egypt  pretended 
to  derive  ^  their  pedigree  from  hirn,  and  therefore  he  himfelf 
was  marked  with  this  badge  ;  for  wliich  reafon  they  gave  him 
the  nickname  of  '^  Gallus,  becaufe  the  priefts  called  Galli  were 
fo  marked.  So  faith  the  author  of  the  Greek  Etymologicon  : 
his  words  are  ^  **  Ptolemy  Philopater  was  called  Gallus,  be- 
**  caufc  he  was  ftigmatifed  or  marked  with  the  leaf  of  an  ivy, 
*'  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  priefts  called  Galli;  for  in  all  the 
**  Bacchanal  folemnities  they  were  crowned  with  ivy."  But, 
that  he  might  not  feem  an  enemy  to  all  of  that  nation,  he  or- 
dained, that  as  many  of  them  as  would  be  initiated  into  the 
Heathen  religion,  and  facrifice  unto  his  gods,  fliould  retain 
ihcir  former  privileges,  and  remain  ft  ill  in  the  fame  rank 
which  they  were  of  before.  But,  of  the  many  thoufands  of 
the  Jewifh  race  which  then  dwelt  at  Alexandria,  there  were 
found  only  300  who  accepted  of  this  condition,  and  forfook 
their  God  to  gain  the  favour  of  their  king.  The  reft  ftood  all 
firm  to  their  religion,  rather  chooflng  to  fufFer  any  thing  than 
depart  in  the  leaft  fro.ii  it ;  and  thofe  of  them  that  had  riches 
freely  parted  with  them  to  the  king's  officers,  to  get  them- 
felves  excufed  from  being  thus  enrolled  and  ftigmatifed;  but 
others  were  forced  to  fubmit  hereto.  But  all  of  tl^em  fo  ab- 
horred thofe  that  apoftatifed  from  their  God,  to  pleaie  the  king 
on  this  occalion,  that  they  thenceforth  excluded  them  from  all 
manner  of  communication  with  them,  ncne  of  them  vouch- 
fafing  after  that  to  converfe,  or,  on  any  occafion  whatfoever,  to 
have  any  n^ore  to  do  with  fuch  impious  wretches ;  which  being 
interpreted  as  done  by  them  in  oppofition  to  the  king's  au- 
thority, ^  this  fo  enraged'him  againft  them,  that  he  took  a  re- 
folution  of  deftroying  them  all,  tliat  is,  not  only  thofe  Jews  that 
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were  of  Alexandria,  but  all  the  other  of  that  nation,  wherefo- 
ever  they  lived,  v^rithin  his  dominions,  purpoling  firft  to  begin 
v^ith  thofe  of  Egypt,  and  then  to  proceed,  in  the  next  place, 
againft  the  inhabitants  of  Judea  and  Jerufalem,  and  extirpate 
the  whole  nation.  And  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  he  fent  out 
his  orders  to  command  that  all  the  Jews,  who  lived  any  where 
in  Egypt,  fliould  be  brought  in  chains  to  Alexandria  ;  and,  * 
having  them  accordingly  thus  brought  thither,  he  Ibut  them 
up  in  the  Hippodrome  (a  large  place  without  the  city,  where 
the  people  ufed  to  alTemble  to  fee  horfe  races  and  other  fliows), 
purpofing  there  to  expofe  them  for  a  fpeiSacle  to  be  deftroyed 
by  his  elephants.  But,  t>  when  they  were  all  met,  at  the  day  ap- 
pointed to  fee  the  fight,  and  the  elephants  were  brought  forth 
ready  prepared  for  the  execution,  they  were  difappointed  of  the 
ihow  for  that  day  by  the  king's  abfence;  for,  being  late  up  the 
night  before  at  a  drunken  caroufal,  he  llept  fo  long  the  next 
day,  that  the  time  for  the  fhow  was  over  before  he  awoke ; 
whereon  it  was  put  ofi  to  the  next  day  following ;  and  thea 
the  fame  caufe  made  another  difappointment:  for  another  fuch 
fit  of  drunkennefs  had  fo  drowned  his  thoughts,  that,  when 
called  up  the  next  morning  then  to  fee  the  Ihow,  he  remem- 
bered nothing  of  it,  but  thought  thofe  out  of  their  wits  who 
fpoke  to  him  of  it ;  which  caufed  that  the  fhow  was  put  off 
again  to  the  third  day.  All  this  while  the  Jews  continuing 
fhut  up  in  the  Hippodrome,  ceafed  not,  with  lifted  up  hands 
and  voices,  to  pmy  unto  God  for  their  deliverance  ;  which  he 
accordingly  vouchfafed  unto  them  :  for,  on  the  third  day, 
v/hen  the  king  was  prefent,  and  the  elephants  were  brought 
forth,  and  made  drunk  with  wine  mingled  with  frankincenfe 
(as  they  had  been  the  two  days  before),  that  they  might  with 
the  more  rage  execute  what  was  intended  upon  thofe  people,  and 
were  accordingly  let  loofe  upon  them,  inftead  of  falling  upon 
the  Jews,  tliey  turned  their  rage  all  upon  thofe  w'ho  came  to 
fee  the  fhow,  and  deftroyed  great  numbers  of  them;  and,  be- 
fides,  feveral  appearances  were  feen  in  the  air,  which  much 
frighted  the  king  and  all  the  fpeclators.  All  which  manifefting 
the  interpofal  of  a  divine  power  in  the  protection  of  thofe 
people,  Philopater  durft  not  any  longer  profecute  his  rage 
againft  them,  but  ordered  them  to  be  ail  again  fet  free  ;  and 
fearing  the  divine  vengeance  upon  him  in  their  behalf,  for  the 
appeafing  and  diverting  of  it,  he  reftored  them  to  all  their  pri- 
vileges, refcinding  and  revoking  all  his  decrees  which  he  had 
publiftied  againft  them  :  and  he  added  over  and.  above  many 
gifts  and  favours  unto  them;  among  which  one  was,  that  he 

gave 
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gave  them  liberty  to  put  to  death  all  thofe  Jews  who  had  apo- 
itatifed  from  their  religion ;  which  they  accordingly  executed,, 
not  fparing  a  man  of  them.  Jofephus  gives  us  no  account,  in 
his  Antiquities,  of  all  this  matter  j  but  there  is  mention  of  it  in 
his  fecond  book  againft  Apion.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
we  have  this  only  in  the  Latin  edition  of  Ruffinus  :  for  the 
Greek  text  is  there  wanting;  and  alfo  there  this  whole  matter 
is  faid  to  be  tranfafled  in  the  reign  of  Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  many 
years  after  the  time  where  I  have  here  placed  it,  according  to 
the  third  book  of  the  Maccabees;  for  there  the  whole  hiftory  of 
this  perfecution,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  it,  is  at 
large  related,  it  being  the  whole  fubje6l  of  that  book;  and  there- 
in it  is  faid  to  have  been  all  tranfafted  in  the  reign  of  Ptolemy 
Philopater,  immediately  on  his  return  from  Syria,  after  the 
vidory  obtained  by  him  at  the  battle  of  Raphia;  and  when  that 
battle  was  fought,  Polybius  and  other  authors  have  told  us. 

The  name  of  Maccabees  was  firft  given  to  Judas  and  his 
brethren,  for  the  reafon  which  will  be  hereafter  mentioned ; 
and  therefore  the  firft  book  and  the  fecond  book,  which  give 
us  an  account  of  their  aftions,  are  called  the  firft  book  and  the 
fecond  book  of  the  Maccabees.  But,  bccaufe  they  were  fufFerers 
in  the  caufe  of  their  religion,  hence  others  who  were  like  fuf- 
ferers  in  the  fame  caufe,  and  by  their  fufferings  bore  witnefs  to 
the  truth,  were  in  after  times  called  alfo  Maccabees  by  the 
Jews.  And  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  Jofephus,  having  written 
apart  by  itfelf  the  hiftory  of  thofe  who  fuffered  martyrdom  un- 
der the  perfecution  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  gives  it  the  title 
of  the  Maccabees  ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  this  hiftory  of  the 
perfecution  of  Ptolemy  Philopater  againft  the  Jews  in  Egypt, 
and  their  fuffering  under  it,  is  called  the  third  book  of  Macca- 
bees, although,  as  to  the  fubjed  matter  of  it,  it  ought  to  be 
called  the  firft  book;  for  the  things  which  it  relates  were  firft 
in  order  of  time,  as  being  tranfacled  before  ever  thofe  Mac- 
cabees, of  whom  we  have  the  hiftory  in  the  firft  and  fecond 
book  of  the  Maccabees,  were  at  all  in  being.  But  this  book 
being  of  lefs  authority  and  repute  than  the  other  two,  it  hath, 
for  this  reafon,  been  reckoned  after  them,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  dignity,  though  it  is  before  them  in  the  order  of  time. 
It  feems  to  have  been  written  by  fome  Alexandrian  Jew,  in 
the  Greek  language,  not  long  after  the  time  of  Saracides.  It  is 
extant  in  Syriac;  but  the  author  of  that  verfion  feems  not  well 
to  have  underftood  the  Greek  original ;  for  in  fome  places 
he  varies  from  it  through  manifeft  ignorance  of  the  Greek 
language.  It  is  in  moft  of  the  ancient  manufcript  copies 
cf  tlie  Greek  Si-ptuagint;  as  particularly  it  is  in  the  Alex- 
andrian 
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andrian  manufcript  in  the  king's  library  at  St  James's,  and  in 
the  Vatican  manufcript  at  Rome,  which  are  two  of  the  anei- 
enteft  manufcripts  of  the  Septuagint  now  in  being  ;  but  was 
never  inferted  into  the  vulgar  Latin  verlion  of  the  Bible,  nor 
is  it  to  be  found  in  any  manufcript  of  it.  And  that  veriion 
being  only  in  ufe  through  the  whole  weftern  church  till  th^? 
reformation,  the  firft  tranflations  which  we  have  of  the  Bible 
into  Englilh  were  made  from  thence  ;  and  for  that  reafon 
none  of  thofe  having  the  third  book  of  Maccabees  among  the 
apocryphal  books,  it  hath  never  lince  been  added,  though  it 
deferves  a  place  there  much  better  than  fome  parts  of  the  fe- 
cond  book  of  Maccabees  ;  for  though  it  comes  to  us  in  a  ro- 
mantic drefs,  with  fome  enlargements  and  embellilhments  of  a 
Jewifh  invention,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  ground 
work  of  it  is  true,  and  that  there  really  was  fuch  a  perfecu- 
tion  raifed  againft  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  by  Ptolemy  Philo- 
pater  as  that  book  relates  ;  there  are  accounts  of  other  perfe- 
cutions  ^  they  there  underwent  altogether  as  bad,  which  no 
one  doubts  of.  The  firft  authentic  mention  we  have  of  this 
book  is  ^  in  Eufebius's  Chronicon.  It  is  alfo  named  with  the 
two  other  books  of  the  Maccabees  in  the  85th  of  the  apoftolic 
canons.  But  when  that  canon  was  added  is  uncertain.  Some 
manufcript  Greek  Bibles  have  not  only  this  third  book  of  the 
Maccabees,  but  alfo  Jofephus's  hiftory  of  the  martyrs  that 
fuffered  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes  <=  inferted  after  it  by  the 
name  of  the  fourth  book  of  the  Maccabees. 

In  the  interim  Antiochus,  after  the  peace  made  with  Pto- 
lemy, turning  all  his  thoughts  to  the  making  of  war  againft 
Achseus,  and  having  made  great  preparations  for  it,  ^  march- 
ed over  Mount  Taurus  into  Lefler  Afia  for  the  fuppreffing  of 
him  ;  where,  having  joined  himfelf  in  league  with  Attalus 
king  of  Pergamus,  by  virtue  of  this  conjundion,  he  fo  diftrelT- 
ed  Achseus,  that  he  drove  him  out  of  the  field,  and  fhut  him 
up  in  Sardis,  and  thereon,  fitting  down  before  that  place,  be- 
befieged  him  in  it  with  his  whole  army. 

Achasus  ?  there  held  out  above  a  year  againft  him.     In  the 
interim  many  fallies  were  made,  and  many  fkir- 
miflies  were  fought  under  the  walls ;  till  at  length,     ^"'J^^?^^. 
in  the  fecond  year  of  thefiege,  by  the  craft  of  Li-     ^^^^  ^  ^' 
goras,  one  of  Antiochus '3  commanders,  the  city 

w^as 

^  See  Philo's  book  againft  Flaccus,  and  the  hiftory  of  his  embafTy  ttr 
Caligula. 
b  Page  185. 

^  Vide  Hoddlum  de  Bibliorum  Textibus  Originalibus,  649. 
d  Polybius,  lib.  5.  p.  444.  44$. 
^  Jdem,  lib.  7.  p.  506.  J07. 
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was  taken  ;  whereon  Achaeus  retreated  into  the  caftle,  and 
there  defended  hinnfelf  for  fome  time,  till  at  laft  he  was,  by  the 
treacherous  contrivance  of  two  crafty  Cretans,  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  Antiochus.  The  manner  of  it  was  thus :  ^  Pto- 
lemy Philopater,  having  entered  into  a  ftri£t  alliance  with 
Achaeus,  was  much  concerned  on  his  hearing  of  his  being  fo 
clofely  (hut  up  in  the  caftle  of  Sardis,  and  therefore  commit- 
ted it  to  the  care  of  his  chief  minifler  Solibius,  by  any  means 
poiTible,  to  get  him  out  of  this  danger.  There  being  at  that 
time  in  Ptolemy's  court  a  crafty  Cretan  called  Bolis,  who 
had  long  refided  there,  Sofibius  confulted  with  him  about 
this  matter,  and  aiked  his  advice  for  the  finding  out  of  proper 
means  for  the  accomplifhing  of  what  his  matter  defired.  Bo- 
lis, allying  time  to  confider  of  it  at  the  next  conference,  under- 
took the  matter,  and  communicated  to  him  the  way  which 
he  thought  of  whereby  to  accomplifli  it ;  for  he  told  him  that 
he  had  an  intimate  friend,  v^ho  was  alfo  a  near  relation  of 
his,  called  Cambylus,  that  was  captain  of  the  Cretan  merce- 
naries in  Antiochus's  army,  and  had  then  the  keeping  of  a 
fortrefs  behind  the  caftle  at  Sardis  ;  that  him  he  would  deal 
with  to  permit  Achaeus  to  make  his  efcape  that  way.  Soli- 
bius, approving  of  the  projed,  forthwith  fent  Bolis  to  Sardis 
to  put  it  in  execution,  and  gave  him  ten  talents  to  bear  him 
through  in  it.  Bolis  having  communicated  the  matter  to  Cam- 
bylus, they,  like  two  ^  crafty  knaves,  confulted  together  how 
to  make  the  moft  of  it,  agreed  to  difcover  the  whole  to  An- 
tiochus ;  and,  on  his  prornife  of  a  fuitable  reward  to  turn  the 
plot  for  the  betraying  of  Achaeus  into  his  hands,, and  then  di- 
vide that  reward,  and  alfo  the  ten  talents  which  Bolis  had  from 
Sofibius,  between  them.  Antiochus,  on  his  receiving  of  this 
propofal,  was  much  pleafed  with  it,  and  promifed  rewards  large 
enough  to  encourage  the  undertakers  to  go  on  with  the  plot. 
Bolis,  by  the  means  of  Cai-nbylus,  hfiving  got  into  the  caftle, 
and,  by  virtue  of  his  credentials  from  Sofibius  and  other  friends, 
gained  full  credit  with  the  unfortunate  prince;  fo  that  he  was 
hereby  induced  to  put  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  thefe  two 
falfe  Cretans  j  they  as  ibon  as  they  had  gotten  him  out  of 
the  caftle,  feized  his  perfon,  and  delivered  him  to  Antio- 
chus ;  who  having  c^ufed  him  forth witli  to  be  beheaded,  did 
thereby  put  an  end  to  the  Afian  war:  for  as  foon  as  the  death 
of  Achseus  was  known,  they  that  were  in  the  caftle  forthwith 
furrendered  :  and,  foon  alter,  all  the  other  places  through 
the  Afian  provinces  did  the  fame.:  and  therefore  Antiochus, 

having 

*  Idem,  lib.  8.  p.  521.5*3-  &c. 

b  The  Cretans  were  always  infamous  for  fAlfencfs  and  knavery.  Hence 
5t  P.iul  to  Titus,  chap.  i.  v.  la.   Tb^-  Cretans  are  always  liar*. 
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having  received  them  all  again  under  his  obedience,  left  fuch 
governors  over  them  as  he  might  bell  confide  in,  and  then  re- 
turned again  to  Antioch. 

About  this  time  the  difcontents  of  the  Egyptians  againft  Phi- 
lopater,  which  I  have  above  mentioned,  broke  out 
into  a  civil  war.  Polybius  ^  tells  us,  that  there  was    ^^"o  ^'3= 
fuch  a  war ;   but  neither  he  nor  any  other  author 


Ptol.  Philo- 
pater  9. 


gives  us  any  account  of  the  event  of  it.  But  Philo- 
pater  Hill  retaining  his  royal  dignity  and  power,  without  any 
dimunition  of  either,  this  fufficiently  proves,  that  he  maflered 
this  difficulty.  Which  fide  the  Jews  (who  now  made  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Egypt)  took  in  this 
war  is  not  faid;  but  it  feemsmoft  likely  that  they  were  of  that 
party  which  came  by  the  word  :  for  Eufebius  ^  tells  us,  that, 
about  this  time,  40,000  of  them  were  cut  off*  and  deftroyed. 

Antiochus,  having  fettled  his  affairs  in  Leffer  Afia,  '^  made 
an  expedition  into  the  Eaft  for  the  reducing  of  thofe 
provinces  which  had  revolted  from  the  Syrian  em-  Anno  2,12. 
pire ;  and  the  Parthians  having  lately  feized  Media,  pater  10  ^' 
his  firft  attempt  was  upon  that  province.  There 
reigned  at  that  time  over  the  Parthians,  Arfaces  the  fon  of  that 
Arfaces  who  firft  founded  the  Parthian  empire.  He,  taking 
the  advantage  of  Antiochus's  being  otherwife  engaged  in  his 
wars  with  Ptolemy  and  Achseus,  had  entered  Media,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  that  country,  and  added  it  to  his  former  do« 
minions.  On  Antiochus's  approach  that  way,  he  endeavoured 
to  hinder  his  paffage,  by  flopping  up  all  the  wells  in  the  de- 
ferts  through  which  he  was  to  march,  no  army  being  able 
there  to  be  fubfifted  without  them.  But  Antiochus  being 
aware  of  the  defign,  fent  a  party  of  horfe  before  him  to  fecure 
thofe  wells  ;  who  having  driven  away  the  party  that  was  fent 
to  deftroy  them,  Antiochus  fafely  pafled  thofe  deferts  with  all 
his  army,  and,  entering  Media,  drove  Arfaces  thence  ;  and,  ha- 
ving recovered  all  that  country,  fpent  the  remainder  of  the 
year  in  fettling  of  it  again  in  its  former  order  under  his  domi- 
nion, and  in  providing  for  the  further  operations  of  the  vvar. 

Early  the  next  fpring  ^  he  marched  into  Parthia  j  and  there 
having  obtained  the  fame  fuccefs  as  in  Media,  Ar- 
faces was  forced  to  retreat  into  Hyrcania,  where,    p   ?°p^^'* 
thinking   to  fecure  himfelf  behind  the  mountains    p^ter  u 
which  parted  that  country  from  Parthia,  he  placed 

Vol.  III.  I  guards 

^  Lib.  5.  p.  444. 

f'  In  Chronico,  p.  18^. 

'  Polybius,  lib.  10.  p.  598 — Cioi.  /ippian.  in  Syriacis. 

'^  Ploybius,  lib.  10.  p.  509. 
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guards  in  all  the  pafles  through  which  the  Syrian  army  was 
to  march,  hoping  thereby  to  obftrud  their  further  progrefs 
that  way. 

But  Antiochus,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  admit,  took  the 
field  to  drive  them  thence  ;  and,  *  by  dividing  his 
PmVh^^'  ^^^7  ^"^°  feveral  parties,  and  affaulting  thofe 
pater  Ji!  °'  gu^'^ds  all  at  the  fame  time  in  their  feveral  Itations, 
he  foon  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  thofe  pafles, 
and  therefore,  marching  fecurely  through  them  over  thofe 
mountains,  he  defcended  from  them  with  all  his  army  into  the 
country  of  Hyrcania,  and  there  laid  fiege  to  Syringis  the  capital 
of  the  province  ;  and  after  fome  time  having,  by  undermining 
the  walls,  made  a  great  breach  in  them,  he  took  the  place  by 
ftorm,  and  all  the  inhabitants  furrendered  themfelves  to  his 
mercy.  In  the  interim  Arfaces  was  not  idle;  but  all  the  way 
as  he  retreated,  having  gathered  forces,  at  length  ^  made  up 
an  army  of  100,000  foot,  and  20,000  horfe,  with  which  being 
ilrong  enough  to  face  the  enemy,  he  made  a  ftand  againft  him, 
and  with  great  valour  oppofed  his  further  progrefs,  which 
drew  out  the  war  into  a  great  length.  But  after  many  con- 
flifts  that  happened  between  the  two  armies,  no  further  ad- 
vantage being  gained  on  the  part  of  Antiochus,  he  found  it 
•would  be  no  eafy  matter  for  him  to  vanquifti  fo  valiant  an 
enemy,  and  wholly  difpofl*efs  him  of  the  provinces  which  he 
had  fo  long  been  fettled  in. 

And  therefore  he  became  <^  inclined  to  hearken  to  terms  of 
accommodation  for  the  ending  of  fo  troublefome  a 
p^^^ph"?*  ^^^'  ^"d  accordingly,  a  treaty  being  feton  foot,  it 
pater  14.  '  ^^^^  agreed,  that  Arfaces  ihould  hold  Parthia  and 
Hyrcania,  on  the  terms  of  becoming  a  confederate 
of  Antiochus's,  and  aflifting  him  in  his  wars  for  the  recovery 
of  the  other  provinces  which  had  revolted  from  him. 

Antiochus  having  thus  made  peace  with  Arfaces,  *  carried 
the  war  in  the  next  place  againft  Euthydemus  king 
^nno  107.  of  Baaria.  It  hath  been  above  related  how  Theo- 
pater  ik,  dotus  firft  ufurped  Badlria  from  the  empire  of  the 
Syrian  kings,  and  left  it  to  his  fon  of  the  fame 
name.  Him  Euthydemus,  having  vanquilhed  and  driven  out, 
reigned  m  his  flead;  and  being  a  very  valiant  and  wife  prince, 
he  maintained  a  long  war  againft  Antiochus  in  defence  of  the 
country  which  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of ;  and  every 
where  made  good  his  ground  againft  him  j  fo  that  Antiochus 

only 

'  Polybius,  hb.  10.  p.  600.  and  601.        *  Juftin.  lib.  41.  c.  5. 

i>  Juftin.  lib  41.  c.  5.  d  Polybiup,  lib.  10.  p.  630. 
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only  wafted  his  army  in  this  country  without  gaining  any  ad- 
vantage by  it. 

In  the  interim  Philopater  went  on  in  his  old  courfe  of  life, 
giving  himfelf  wholly  up  to  his  lufts  and  voluptuous  delights, 
Agathoclea  his  concubine,  and  Agathocles  her  brother,  who 
was  his  catamite,  governed  him  abfolutely.  Drinking,  gaming, 
and  lafcivioufnefs,  were  the  whole  employments  of  his  life. 
Soiibius  being  an  old  crafty  minifter,  who  had  now  ferved  in 
the  court  under  three  kings,  did,  as  far  as  the  favourites  would 
permit,  manage  the  affairs  of  the  (late,  in  which,  by  his  long 
experience,  he  was  thoroughly  verfed,  but  was  wicked  enough 
to  ferve  fuch  a  king,  and  fuch  his  favourites,  in  all  their  vilefl 
purpofes.  While  things  were  thus  managed,  *  Arlinoe,  who 
was  lifter  and  wife  to  Philopater,  was  little  regarded,  which. 
fhe,  not  having  patience  enough  to  bear,  fpared  neither  her 
complaints  nor  her  clamours  on  all  occafions  ;  which  much 
offending  the  king,  and  alfo  the  whore  and  the  catamite,  who 
governed  him,  orders  were  given  to  Sofibius  to  put  her  to 
death,  w^hich  he  accordingly  executed  by  the  hands  of  one  Phi- 
lammon,  whom  he  employed  for  the  effeding  of  this  cruel 
and  barbarous  murder.  Juftin  ^  calls  her  Eurydice,  and 
<=  Livy  Cleopatra ;  but  according,  to  Polybius,  who  writeth 
with  the  moft  exadnefs  of  thcfe  matters,  her  name  was  Ar- 
iinoe. 

Thefe  things  ^  very  much  difpleafing  the  people,  they  forced 
Sofibius,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  king,  to  quit 
his  office  of  chief  minifter,  and  called  to  it  Tlepo-    p  "'J^V?? ' 
lemus,  a  young  nobleman  of  great  note  in  the  army    ^^^^  ^^ 
for  his  valour  and  military  prowefs  and  fkill ;  and, 
by  a  general  vote  in  the  grand  council,  appointed  him  to  fuc- 
ceed  therein.     And  accordingly  Soiibius  refigned  to  him  the 
king's  lignet,  which  was  the  badge  of  his  office;  and,  by  virtue 
thereof,  Tlepolemus   managed  all   the  public  affairs  of  the 
kingdom  during  the  remainder  of  the  king's  life  ;  but  in  that 
fhort  time  he  abundantly  fhe  wed,   that   he  was  no  way  equal 
to  the  charge  he  undertook,   having  neither   the  experience, 
craft,  nor  application  of  his  predecelTor  to  qualify  him  for  it. 

In  the  mean  while  Antiochus  carried  on  the  war  againft 
Euthydemus  in  Baftria  ;  ^  but,  after  his  utmoft  efforts  for  the 
difpoftefling  him  of  that  country,  finding  that  he  made  but 
Irttlc  progrefs  herein,  by  reafon  of  the  valour  and  vigilancy  of 

I  2  thofe 

*  Idem,  lib.  13.  p.  719.  Valefii  ExcerpMi  p.  6j,  Juftin.  lib.  30.  c.  i. 

b  Juftin.  lib.  30.  c.  i. 

^  Idem,  lib.  a;. 

d  Valefii  Excerptd  ex  Polybio,  lib.  16. 

«  Pol)bius,  lib.  IJ.  p.  651. 
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thofe  he  had  to  deal  with,  he  grew  weary  of  tne  war,  and 
and  therefore  admitted  ambafladors  from  Euthydemus  to  treat 
of  an  accommodrttion.  i^y  them  Euthydemus  complained  of 
the  injuftice  of  the  war  which  Antiochus  had  made  againfl 
him,  telling  him  he  was  not  of  thofe  who  had  revolted  from 
him,  and  that  therefore  he  had  not  on  this  account  any  right 
of  war  againfl:  him  ;  that  the  revolt  of  the  Badrians  from 
the  Syrian  empire  had  been  made  under  the  leading  of  others 
before  his  time  ;  .that  lie  was  poffefled  of  that  country,  by 
having  vanquifhed  and  driven  out  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
revolters,  and  held  it  as  a  juil  price  of  his  victory  over  them. 
He  further  ordered  it  to  be  fuggefted  to  Antiochus,  that  the 
Scythians,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  war  in  which  they 
were  now  wafl:ing  each  other,  were  preparing  a  great  army 
to  invade  Ba6lria  ;  and  that  therefore,  if  they  continued  any 
longer  their  contention  about  it,  a  fair  opportunity  would  be 
given  thofe  Barbarians,  to  take  it  from  both.  This  confi- 
deration,  added  to  the  defire  which  Antiochus  afore  had  to  get 
rid  of  this  tedious  and  troublefome  war,  brought  him  to  agree 
to  fuch  terms  as  produced  a  peace;  for  the  confirming  and  ra- 
tifying of  which,  Euthydemus  fent  his  fon  to  Antiochus,  who 
took  fuch  liking  to  the  young  man,  that  he  gave  him  one  of 
his  daughters  in  marriage,  and  for  his  fake  allowed  the  father 
to  take  the  title  and  ftile  of  King  of  Ba6lria.  And  then,  ha- 
ving received  from  him  all  his  elephants  (which  was  one  of 
the  terms  of  the  peace),  be  marched  over  Mount  Caucafus 
into  India  ;  where,  having  renewed  his  league  with  Sophaga- 
fenus  the  king  of  that  country,  and  received  fo  many  elephants 
from  him,  as,  when  added  to  thofe  which  he  had  from  Euthy- 
demus, made  up  their  number  to  150,  he  marched  from 
thence  into  Arachofia,  and  from  that  country  into  Drangiana, 
and  from  thence  into  Carmania,  fettling,  as  he  went,  all  thofe 
countries  in  due  order  under  his  obedience. 

After  *  having  wintered  in  Carmania,  he  returned  through 

Perfia,  Babylonia,  and  Mefopotamia,  again  unto  An- 
PM Vh°f*  tioch,  after  having  been  feven  years  abfent  from 
pater  17        thence  on  this  expedition.     By  the  boldnefs  of  his 

attempts,  and  the  wifdom  of  his  conduft  through 
this  whole  war,  he  gained  the  reputation  of  a  very  wife  and 
valiant  prince;  which  made  his  name  terrible  through  all  Eu- 
rope as  well  as  Afia  ;  and  thereby  he  kept  all  the  provinces 
of  his  empire  in  thorough  fubjedion  to  him  :  and  thus  far  his 
anions  might  well  have  deferved  the  name  of  the  Great, 
which  was  given  unto  him,  and  he  might  have  carried  it  with 

full 
•  Polybius,  ibid. 
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ull  glory  and  honour  to  his  grave,  but  that  he  unfortunately 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Romans.  Being  blown  up  with  va- 
nity and  conceit  on  the  reputation  he  had  gained,  he  thought 
none  could  now  ftand  before  him,  and  this  nnade  him  projeft 
fhe  conqueft  of  Greece  and  Italy  ;  but,  failing  in  the  attempt, 
he  fell  low  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  it,  and  afterwards  concluded 
his  reign  in  a  very  unfortunate  death,  as  will  be  hereafter  re- 
lated. 

He  had  not  been  long  returned  to  Antioch,  ere  he  had  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Ptolemy  Philopater,  king 
of  Egypt,  This  prince,  ^  having  worn  out  a  very  Anno  104. 
ilrong  body  by  his  intemperance  and  debaucheries,  pj^^^gs  T' 
ended  his  life,  as  it  ufually  happens  to  others  in 
this  cafe,  before  he  had  lived  out  half  its  courfe.  He  was  very 
little  above  20  when  he  firft  came  to  the  throne,  and  he  fat  oii 
it  only  17  years.  After  him  fucceeded  ^  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  his 
fon,  a  child  of  five  years  old.  None  but  Agathocles,  Agatho- 
clea,  and  their  creatures,  being  about  him  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  ^  they  concealed  it  as  long  as  they  could,  and,  in  the  in.= 
terim,  plundered  the  palace  of  all  the  treafure  and  riches  there 
left  by  the  deceafed  king  that  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon  ^ 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  were  framing  projects  for  their  conti- 
nuing in  the  fame  power  which  they  had  under  the  deceafed 
king,  by  ufurping  the  regency  during  the  minority  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbr :  and,  vainly  imagining  that  they  could  carry  this  point, 
if  Tiepolemus  were  out  of  the  way,  they  laid  a  plot  to  have 
him  cut  offi  and  therefore,  when  the  king's  death  was  known, 
^  they  called  together  ^  the  Macedonians  to  a  general  council : 
and,  when  they  were  met,  Agathocles  and  Agathoclea  came 
out  to  them  ;  and  Agathocles,  having  the  young  king  in  his 
arms,  after  much  weeping,  fpoke  to  them.  The  efFed:  of  his 
fpeech  was  to  implore  their  prote6lion  for  the  young  king, 
whom,  he  faid,  his  father  at  his  death  had  delivered  (pointing 
at  Agathoclea)  into  her  hands  ;  and  that,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
had  recommended  him  to  the  fidelity  of  his  Macedonian  fub- 
je6ls  J  and  therefore  he  implored  their  aid  and  affiftance  againft 
Tiepolemus,  of  whom,  he  told  them,  he  had  certain  informa- 
tion, that  he  was  preparing  to  feize  the  crown  :  and  then  he 
would  have  produced  feveral  v/itneffes,  whom   he  had  then 

I  3  prefent, 

'  Juftin.  lib.  30.  c.  r.  &  2. 

b  Ptol.  in  Canone,  Eufebius,  Hieronymus,  aliique. 

•=  Juftin.  lib.  30.  c  a. 

d  Poly  bins,  lib.  15.  p.  712.  713. 

^  i.  c-.Thofe  Alexandrians  who  were  of  the  Macedonian  race,  and  the 
defcendants  of  thofe  who  were  the  firft  founders  of  Alexandria,  or  fuch 
33  had  been  admitted  to  their  privileges. 
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prefent,  to  prove  his  charge.  He  fooliflily  hoped,  by  this  weak 
artifice,  to  have  ftirred  up  the  Macedonians  to  cut  him  off,  and 
then  to  have  eftabli(hed  himfelf,  upon  his  death,  in  the  regen- 
cy. But  the  folly  of  this  contrivance  being  eafily  feen  through, 
it  at  firft  provoked  the  laughter,  and  afterward  the  rage,  of  all 
that  heard  it ;  and  the  ruin  of  him  and  his  filter,  and  all  their 
creatures,  followed  immediately  after.  For,  on  this  occafion, 
all  their  mifdemeanours  being  called  to  remembrance,  all  the 
people  of  Alexandria  arofe  in  a  general  uproar  againft  them. 
And  therefore,  having  firft  taken  from  them  the  young  king, 
and  placed  him  on  the  throne  in  the  public  Hippodrome,  they 
there  brought  before  him,  firft  Agathocles,  and  next  Aga- 
thoclea,  and  Oenanthe  their  mother,  and  caufed  them  there,  as 
hy  the  king's  order,  to  be  all  put  to  death  in  his  prefence  ;  and 
then  proceeded  in  the  fame  manner  againft  the  fifters  and  kin- 
dred of  Agatliocles  and  Agathoclea,  and  all  other  their  crea- 
tures, till  they  had  cut  them  all  of.  And  fuch  reckonings  wicked 
favourites  are  often  brought  to,  when  deprived  of  that  power 
whereby  they  have  abufed  the  people.  The  power  alone  ia 
this  cafe  is  apt  enough  to  create  envy,  but  is  much  more  fo 
■when  employed  for  unjuft  and  wicked  purpofes;  the  only  me- 
thod to  make  any  one  fafe  in  fuch  ftatious,  is  to  do  nothing  elfe 
in  them  but  what  fliall  be  in  all  times  juftifiable.  About  three 
days  before  this  uproar  happened,  ^  Philammon,  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  murdering  of  Arfinoe,  being  come  from  Cyrene 
to  Alexandria,  the  ladies  who  had  been  of  her  attendance,  hear- 
ing of  it,  took  the  advantage  of  this  diforder  to  revenge  on  him 
the  death  of  their  miftrefs :  for,  breaking  into  his  houfe,  they 
fell  upon  him  with  ftones  and  clubs,  till  they  had  beaten  him  to 
death;  apunifliiaent  whicli  he  well  deferved,  by  becoming  the  in - 
itrumentoffo  wicked  an  aift.  After  this,  the  guardianihipof  the 
young  king  was  for  the  prefent  committed  to  the  charge  of  So- 
fibius,  the  fon  of  tliat  Sofibius  who  had  been  the  ruling  minifter 
of  the  court  during  the  laft  three  reigns.  Whether  he  were  then 
living  or  no  is  not  faid:  it  is  certain  he  lived  to  a  very  great  age  j 
his  continuance  for  above  60  years  in  the  miniftry  is  a  fufficient 
inftar.ce  of  it ;  and  for  this  reafon  he  was  called  ^  TleXv^^onos 
i.  e.  f/je  long  liver.  And,  no  doubt,  by  the  Sofibius  who  is  faid, 
in  the  hiftory  cf  Aritteas,  to  he  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
Greek  verfion  of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  called  the  Septuagint,  is 
meant  none  other  than  this  Soiibius  hy  the  writer  of  that  apo^ 
cryphal  book.  But  whether  he  were  brought  fo  early  upon  the 
ftage,  the  diftance  of  the  time  gives  us  reafon  to  doubt.     For 

we 
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we  have  placed  the  making  of  that  veifion  in  the  year  277, 
•which  was  7 1  years  before  the  time  that  he  left  the  miniftry. 
He  was  ^  as  crafty  and  wicked  a  minifter  as  ever  governed  the 
public  affairs  of  any  kingdom,  not  caring  how  wicked  and  vile 
any  means  were,  fo  that  they  conduced  to  the  effecting  of  the 
ends  he  propofed,  which  is  exactly  that  fcheme  of  politics 
which  Machiavel  hath  fince,  with  a  bare  face,  recommended 
to  the  world,  and  fo  many  in  our  time  have  praftifed  after 
him.  But  that  which  is  moft  remarkable  in  this  old  Egyptian 
politician  is,  that  he  continued  fo  long  in  profperity,  and  was 
permitted  at  laft  fo  eafily  to  retire,  which  hath  fcarce  ever  hap- 
pened to  any  other  that  have  afted  by  his  principles. 

Antiochus  king  of  Syria,  and  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  think- 
ing to  ferve  themfelves  of  the  advantage  they  had  by 
the  death  of  Philopater,  and  the  fucceflion  of  an  in-  ^""°  5,°^* 
fant  king  after  him,  ^  entered  into  a  league  to  di-  phaiies  2, 
vide  his  dominions  between  them,  agreeing  that 
Philip  fliould  have  Caria,  Libya,  Gyrene,  and  Egypt,  and  An- 
tiochus all  the  reft.  And  accordingly  Antiochus  forthwith 
marched  into  Ccele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  and  partly  this  year, 
and  partly  in  the  next,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  thofe  provinces, 
and  all  the  feveral  diftrids  and  cities  in  them. 

Scipio  having  beaten  Hannibal  in  Africa,  and  thereby  put  an 
end  to  the  fecond  Punic  war  with  victory  and  ho- 
nour, the  name  of  the  Romans  began  to  be  every  ^°"°  ^°** 
where  of  great  note  ;  and  therefore,  the  Egyptian  phaiies  3] 
court  finding  themfelves  much,  diftreffed  by  the 
league  made  between  Philip  and  Antiochus  againfl  their  in- 
fant king,  and  the  ufurpations  which  had  thereon  been  made 
by  them  on  his  provinces,  ^  fent  an  embafly  to  Rome  to  pray 
their  protedion,  offering  them  the  guardianfliip  of  their  king, 
and  the  regency  of  his  dominions  during  his  minority  ;  and,  to 
induce  them  to  accept  hereof,  alledged  that  the  deceafed  king 
had  recommended  both  to  them  at  his  death.  The  Romans, 
thinking  this  would  enlarge  their  fame,  complied  with  what 
was  defired,  and  took  on  them  the  tuition  of  the  young  king. 

This  year  being  the  3360th  year  of  the  Jewifh  aera  of  the 
creation,  "^  the  writers  of  that  nation  tell  us,,  that  Jofhua,  the 
fon  of  Perachia,  was  admitted  prelident  of  the  fanhedrira,  and 
Nathan  the  Arbelite  his  vice-prefident,  and  that  both  together 

1  4  had 

*  Valefii  Excerpta,  ibid.    Plutarch  in  Cleomene. 

b  Polybius,  lib.  3.  p.  159.  &  lib.  15.  p.  707.  Livius,  lib.  31.  Juftin. 
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had  the  charge  of  being  rectors  of  the  divinity  fchool  at  Jeru- 
falem.  They  tell  us  nothing  in  particular  of  the  latter;  neither 
is  what  they  fay  of  the  other  confifting  with  the  time  in  which 
they  place  him,  or  of  any  truth  as  to  the  matters  related.  For 
they  tell  us  of  him,  that,  when  Alexander,  the  Afmonean  king 
of  Judea,  flew  the  doi^tors  of  the  law  at  Jerufalem,  for  telling 
him  that  he  ought  to  be  contented  with  the  crown,  and  not 
hold  that  and  the  high  prieft-hood  together,  Jofliua,  then  efca- 
ping  from  his  wrath,  fled  into  Egypt,  and  that  Jefus  Chrift, 
being  his  fcholar,  accompanied  him  thither.  But  the  year  of 
the  Jewilh  sera  above  mentioned,  under  which  they  place  the 
firft  entering  of  this  Jofhua  on  his  prefidentfhip,  was  2C0  years 
before  Ghrift's  birth,  and  many  years  alfo  before  the  reign  of 
Alexander  the  Afmonean  in  Judea  ;  but  to  be  out  200  or  300 
years  in  their  chronology  is  nothing  with  the  Jews.  They  are 
certainly  the  worll  hiilorians,  and  the  worfl  accounters  of 
times,  that  ever  pretended  to  be  either. 

The  Romans,  having  complied  with  the  requeft  of  the  Egyp- 
tian embafly  to  them,  which  I  have  mentioned,  '^ 
PM°  F°  •*  ^^"^  '^^^^  ambafladors  to  Philip  king  of  Macedon, 
pharies  4.'  ^"^  Antiochus  king  of  Syria,  to  let  them  know 
that  they  had  taken  on  them  the  tuition  of  Ptolemy 
king  of  Egypt  during  his  nonage  ;  and  to  require  them,  that 
they  therefore  delill  from  invading  the  dominions  of  their  pu- 
pil, and  that  otherwife  they  Ihould  be  obliged  to  make  war 
upon  them  for  his  proteftion.  After  they  had  delivered  this 
embafly  to  both  kings,  ^  M.  Emilius  Lepidus,  who  v/as  one  of 
them,  according  to  the  inilru6lions  he  had  received  from  the 
lenate  at  his  firfl  ferting  out,  went  to  Alexandria,  to  take  on 
him,  in  their  name,  the  tuition  of  the  young  king  ;  where, 
Iiaving  regulated  his  affairs  as  well  as  the  then  circumftances  of 
them  would  admit,  he  appointed  ^  Ariitomenes,  an  Acarnanian, 
to  be  his  guardian  and  chief  minifler,  and  then  returned  again 
to  Rome.  This  Arifiomanes  ^  was  an  old  experienced  minifler 
of  that  court,  who  had  long  beenconverfant  in  all  the  affairs  of 
it;  and,  having  undertaken  this  charge,  he  managed  it  with 
great  prudence  and  fidelity. 

The  firfl  thing  that  he  did  was  to  provide  againft  the  inva- 
fions  of  the  two  confederated  kings :  in  order  where- 
PM°F°'^*     ^°»  ^^^  *^^^  ^^^^  ^^  recruit  the  army  with  the  befl 
pharies  f-.      foldiers  he  could  :   for  which  parpoie  he  '^  fent  Sco- 
pes into  -/Etolia  with  vaft  fums  of  money,  to  raife 

*         as 
•  Llviu3,  lib  31.    Juftin.lib.  30.  c.  3. 
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as  man}^  men  there  as  he  could,  they  being  then  reputed  the  beft 
foldiers  of  the  age.  This  Scopas  had  formerly  been  the  chief 
gov^ernor  of  that  country,  and  was  a  perfon  of  great  note  in  his 
time  for  his  military  Ikili  and  provvefs  :  when  the  time  of  hio 
miniftry  was  expired,  and  he  mifled  of  being  continued  in  it 
as  he  defired,  he  left  iEtolia,  and  went  into  the  fervice  of  the 
king  of  Egypt;  and,  being  employed  to  make  this  levy,  he 
brought  to  him  from  ^tolia  6000  ftout  men,  which  was  a 
very  confiderable  reinforcement  to  the  army. 

At  this  time  Antiochus  having  pafled  into  LefTcr  Alia,  and 
there  engaged  himfelf  in  a  war  with  Attains  king 
of  Pergamus,  the  miniftry  at  Alexandria  took  the  -^""^  i.9?- 
advantage  hereof  to  fend  Scopas  with  an  army  into  ^J^j^'^g  ^^' 
Paleftine  and  Ccele-Syria  for  the  recovery  of  thofe 
provinces  ;  where  ^  he  managed  the  war  with  that  fuccefs,  that 
he  took  feveral  cities,  and  reduced  all  Judea  by  force,  and  put 
a  garrifon  into  the  caftle  at  Jerufalem-,  and,  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  returned  to  Alexandria  with  full  honour  for  the  vifto- 
ries  he  had  obtained,  and  with  as  great  riches,  which  he  had 
gathered  from  the  plunder  of  the  country.  But  it  foon  ap- 
peared, that  his  fucceffes  this  campaign  were  m.oftly  owing  to 
the  abfence  of  Antiochus,  and  the  w^ant  of  that  oppofition  there- 
on which  otherwafe  would  have  been  made  againft  him. 

For,  after  Antiochus  ^  had,  on  the  interpofition  of  the  Ro- 
mans, defifted  from  his  war  againft  Attains,  and 
was  come  in  perfon  into  Coele.Syria,  this  foon  p""°J.9^* 
turned  the  fcales,  and  brought  the  \'idory  abfo-  planes  ^!' 
lutely  over  en  the  other  fide.  For,  although  Scopas 
came  again  with  a  great  army  into  thofe  parts,  yet,  being  en- 
countered by  Antiochus  at  Paneas,  near  the  fountains  of  the 
river  Jordan,  he  was  <=  there  overthrown  with  a  great  flaughter, 
and  forced  to  flee  to  Sidon ;  where  being  ftiut  up  with  10,000 
of  his  men,  he  was  there  belieged  by  Antiochus,  till  at  length 
he  was  forced  by  famine  to  furrender  on  terms  of  life  only  ; 
and  he  and  his  men  were  feut  thence  ftripped  and  naked.  The 
regency  at  Alexandria  were  not  wanting  to  do  the  utmoft  for 
his  relief;  for,  on  their  hearing  of  his  being  befieged  in  Sidon, 
they  fent  three  of  their  beft  generals  with  the  beft  of  their 
forces  to  raife  the  fiege.  But  Antiochus  having  difpofed  all 
matters  fo  that  they  could  find  no  way  to  cfFed  it,  Scopas  and 
his  men  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  difhonourabie  conditions 
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I  have  mentioned,  and  to  return  to  Alexandria,  to  be  there 
provided  with  new  clothes  and  new  arms  for  future  fervice. 

After  this,  Antiochus  *  marched  to  Gaza ;  and,  finding  there 
a  refiftance  that  provoked  his  anger,  he  gave  up  the  place,  when 
taken,  to  be  plundered  and  ravaged  by  his  foldiers  ;  and  then, 
having  fecured  the  paffes  there  againft  the  march  of  any  new 
forces  out  of  Egypt  to  difturb  him  in  his  conquefts,  he  march- 
ed back,  ^  and  took  in  Betanea,  Samaria,  Abila,  Gadera,  and 
all  the  other  remaining  parts  of  Paleftine  and  Coele-Syria,  and 
made  himfelf  wholly  mafter  <=  of  both  the  countries  and  all  the 
cities  in  them. 

The  Jews  were  at  this  time  very  much  alienated  in  their  af- 
fedlions  from  the  Egyptian  king  :  whether  it  were  by  reafon 
of  the  former  ill  treatment  of  their  nation  by  his  father,  or 
for  fome  freiher  ill  ufage  they  had  received,  is  not  faid.  It  is 
moft  likely  it  was  becaufe  of  the  ravages  and  robberies  of 
Scopas,  on  his  taking  Jerufalem  the  former  year:  for  he  was '^ 
a  very  covetous  and  rapacious  man,  laying  his  hands  every 
where  on  all  that  he  could  get ;  and  therefore,  on  Antiochus's 
marching  that  way,  ^  they  willingly  rendered  all  places  unto 
him,  and,  on  his  coming  to  Jerufalem,  the  priefts  and  elders 
went  out  in  a  folemn  proceffion  to  meet  him,  and  received  hira 
with  gladnefs,  and  entertained  him  and  all  his  army  in  their 
city,  provided  for  his  horfes  and  elephants,  and  ailifted  him 
with  their  arms  for  the  reducing  of  the  caftle,  where  Scopas 
had  left  a  garrlfon.  In  acknowledgement  hereof,  Antiochus, 
^  in  a  decree  direded  to  Ptolemy,  one  of  his  lieutenants,  grant- 
ed them  many  privileges  and  favours  ;  and,  in  another  decree 
publifhed  in  their  favour,  he  particularly  ordained,  that  no  ^ 
Itranger  fliould  enter  within  the  s  fept  of  the  temple  ;  which 
fecms  to  have  been  provided  againft  with  refpeft  to  the  attempt 
which  Philopater  made  to  put  a  force  upon  them  as  to  this 
matter,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  was  no  fmall  part  of  the  rea- 
fon that  made  them  fo  difaiFe^led  to  the  Egyptian  caufe,  con- 
trary to  their  former  inclinations  towards  it.  And  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  Antiochus,  by  former  favours  granted  by  him 
to  their  brethren  who  were  fettled  in  Babylonia  and  Mefopo- 
tamia,  had  declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  their  nation,  in  fuch 
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a  manner  as  had  made  them  much  more  defirous  of  having  him 
for,  their  fovereign,  than  the  Egyptian  king,  who  had  ufed 
them  ill ;  and  therefore  they  gladly  laid  hold  of  tliis  opportu- 
nity to  revolt  from  him.  For  Antiochus,  in  his  eaftern  expe- 
ditions, having  found  the  Jews  of  Babylonia  and  Mefopotamia 
very  ferviceable  to  him,  and  very  Heady  to  his  intereft,  enter- 
tained a  great  opinion  of  their  fidelity  to  him  ;  and  therefore, 
^  on  fome  commotions  that  happened  in  Phrygia  and  Lydia, 
by  a  decree  diredled  to  Zeuxis,  an  old  commander  of  his,  and 
then  his  lieutenant  in  thofe  provinces,  he  ordered  2000  fami- 
lies of  the  Jews  of  Babylonia  and  Mefopotamia  to  bo.  fent  thi- 
ther for  the  fupprefling  of  thofe  feditions,  and  the  keeping  of 
thofe  parts  in  quiet,  commanding,  that  they  and  all  that  they 
had  iliould  be  tranfported  thither  at  the  king's  charges  ;  and 
that,  on  their  arrival  thither,  they  fhould  be  placed  in  the 
flrongeft  fortreffes,  for  guards  of  the  country,  and  have  lands 
and  polTeflions  there  divided  out  unto  them  for  a  plentiful  fub- 
liftence  ;  and  that,  till  they  fhould  receive  the  fruits  of  thofe 
lands,  they  fhould  be  maintained  out  of  the  king's  flores.  All 
vrhich  was  a  great  argument  of  the  opinion  he  had  of  their 
fidelity,  and  of  the  confidence  which,  on  the  account  hereof, 
he  placed  in  them.  And  from  thofe  Jews,  who  were  on  this  oc- 
cafion  tranfplanted  from  Babylonia  into  thofe  parts,  were  de- 
fcended  mofl  of  the  Jews  whom  we  find  afterwards  fcattered 
in  great  numbers  all  over  the  Lefler  Afia,  efpecially  in  the 
times  of  the  firfl  preaching  of  the  gofpel. 

Antiochus,  having  thus  brought  all  Coele-Syria  and  Palefline 
in  fubjedion  to  him,  projected  the  doing  of  the  fame  in  LefTer 
Afia,  his  grand  aim  being  to  reftore  the  Syrian  empire  to  the 
full  extent  in  which  it  had  been  held  by  any  of  his  anceflors, 
efpecially  by  Seleucus  Nicator  the  founder  of  it.  But,  to  quiet 
the  Egyptians,  that  they  might  not  renew  the  war  in  Palefline 
and  Coele-Syria  in  his  abfence,  he  fent  ^  Eucles  of  Rhodes  to 
Alexandria  with  propofals  of  a  marriage  between  Cleopatra  his 
daughter  and  King  Ptolemy,  to  be  confum mated  as  foon  as  they 
fhould  be  of  an  age  fit  for  it,  promifing  the  refloration  of  thofe 
provinces,  on  the  day  of  the  nuptials,  by  way  of  dowry  with 
the  young  princefs  ;  which  offer  being  accepted  of,  and  the 
contrad  fully  agreed  to  on  thefe  terms,  the  Egyptians  ac- 
quiefced  in  Antiochus's  engagements  for  the  performance  of 
them,  and  no  more  renewed  the  war  upon  him,  but  left  him 
wholly  free  to  purfue  his  other  defigns.  This,  Jerome  ^  tells 
us,  was  dene  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Epiphanes. 

Antiochus, 

■  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  la.  c.  3, 

^  Hieronymus  in  Cap.  xi.  Daniclis. 
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Antlochus,  therefore,  having  thus  fecured  all  in  peace  be- 
hind him,  early  the  next  fpring  ^  did  fet  forward 
p"^°  '97'  with  a  great  fleet  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  de- 
pharies  s!  ^^S"^  upon  LelTer  Afia ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fent  thither  Ardyes  and  Mithridates,  two  of  his 
fons,  with  a  great  army  by  land,  ordering  them  to  march  to 
Sardis,  and  there  tarry  his  coming  to  them.  At  this  time,  T. 
Qaintius  Flaminius,  the  Roman  general,  was  in  Greece,  with 
a  great  army,  making  war  with  Philip  king  of  Maccdon.  Atta- 
lus,  king  of  Pergamus,  and  the  Rhodians,  were  confederates 
with  the  Romans  in  this  war;  and  Antiochus,  having  been  in 
league  with  King  Philip  ever  fince  the  death  of  Ptolemy  Phi- 
lopater,  was  well  vmderftood  to  have  come  into  thofe  parts  to 
give  him  all  the  affiftance  he  was  able.  Thus  flood  the  Hate  of 
affairs  in  thofe  parts  when  Antiochus  firft  fet  out  on  this  expe- 
dition :  but,  he  had  not  proceeded  far  in  it,  before  they  recei- 
ved a  confiderable  change  in  two  particulars,  that  is,  in  the 
death  of  Attalus  king  of  Pergamus,  and  the  overthrow  of 
Philip  king  of  Mdcedon  by  the  Romans. 

For  ^  Attalus,  having  at  Thebes  made  an  oration  to  the 
Boeotians,  to  perfuad*  them  to  join  with  the  Romans  againft 
Philip,  fpoke  it  with  that  vehemence,  that  his  foul  in  a  manner 
expiring  with  his  voice,  he  fwooned  away,  and  fell  down  as 
dead  in  the  middle  of  it ;  after  this,  having  lain  fick  a  while  at 
Thebes,  he  was  carried  to  Pergamus,  and  there  died,  after  ha- 
ving ^  lived  72  years,  and  reigned  44.  He  having  left  behind 
him  four  fons,  Eumenes,  Attalus,  Philaeterus,  and  Athenaeus, 
Eumenes,  the  eldeft  of  them,  fucceeded  him  in  his  throne,  and 
was  ^  the  founder  of  the  famous  library  that  was  at  Pergamus. 
His  three  brothers  carried  it  with  that  fidelity  to  him,  and  he 
with  that  affeftion  to  them,  that  they  feemed  all  of  them  to 
have  one  and  the  fame  intereft  ;  and  continuing  in  this  con- 
cord and  unanimity  all  their  life  after,  «  they  became  a  rare 
example  of  brotherly  love  to  each  other. 

As  to  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  ^  he  having  come  to  a  battle 
•with  the  Romans  at  a  place  called  Cynocephalus  in  Theflaly, 
was  there  overthrown  with  the  lofs  of  8000  men  flain,  and 

5000 

*  Livius,  lib.  3^. 

b  Livius,  lib.  33.  Polyb.  Legat.  25.  p.  8zo.  Plutarch,  in  T.  Quintio 
Flaminio. 

*^  Polybius  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  102.  Livius,  lib.  53.  Suidaa  in 
voce  *AT7«xof. 

d  Plinius,  lib.  13.  c.  ir. 

^  Plutarch.  ,rtp]  <l>ix«Jfx^/«f.  Excerpta  Valefii  ex  Polybio,  p.  i62.  Sul 
das  in  voce  'ArlaKoc 

■  Plutarch,  in  T.QnintIo  Flaminio.   Livius.  lib.  :i- 


BOOK  II.  THE   OLD    AND   NEW   TESTAMENT.  I31 

5000  taken  prifoners ;  whereon,  being  brought  to  diftrefs,  he 
fued  for  peace,  which  was  granted  him  *  barely  on  this  conii- 
deration,  that  the  Romans  underftanding  that  Antiochus  was 
coming  into  thofe  parts  with  great  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
they  might  not  have  to  do  with  two  fuch  potent  and  warlike 
princes  at  the  fame  time. 

la  the  interim,  Antiochus,  ^  having  with  his  fleet  failed  along 
the  coalts  of  Cilicia,  Pamphylia,  Lycia,  and  Caria,  took  in  a 
great  many  of  the  maritime  cities  of  thofe  provinces  and  the 
iflands  adjoining;  and  at  length  coming  round  to  Ephefus, 
feized  that  city,  and  there  fet  up  for  his  winter  quarters, 
fpending  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  projefting  and  concerting 
thofe  meafures  which  might  be  moft  proper  for  the  accomplilh- 
ing  of  the  deligns  that  brought  him  into  thofe  parts.  ^  But 
Smyrna,  Lampfacus,  and  other  Greek  cities  in  Afia  which 
then  enjoyed  their  liberties,  finding  his  fcheme  was  to  reduce 
them  all  to  be  in  the  fame  fubjedion  to  him  as  they  had 
formerly  been  to  his  anceftors,  refolved  to  ftand  out  againlt 
him,  andfent  to  the  Romans  for  their  prote6lion ;  which  they 
readily  undertook  in  their  behalf.  For,  they  being  refolved  to 
put  a  ftop  to  Antiochus's  further  progrefs  wcftward,  as  fearing 
to  what  the  power  of  fo  great  a  king  might  grow,  fhould  he 
eflablifh  himfelf  in  thofe  parts  of  Afia,  according  to  his  de- 
figns,  gladly  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  oppofe  themfelves 
againft  him;  and  therefore  forthwith  fent  ambafladors  to  him, 
to  require  of  him  that  he  fhould  reftore  to  King  Ptolemy  all  the 
cities  of  the  Lefler  Afia  that  he  had  taken  from  him  ;  that  he 
fhould  quit  thofe  that  had  been  King  Philip's  ;  and,  that  he 
fhould  permit  all  the  Grecian  cities  in  thofe  parts  to  enjoy 
their  liberties,  and  not  pafs  into  Europe;  and  to  declare,  that, 
in  cafe  they  had  not  fatis faction  in  all  thefe  particulars,  they 
would  make  war  againft  him. 

But,  before  thefe  ambalTadors  came  to  him,  ^  he  had  caufed 
one  part  of  his  forces  to  lay  fiege  to  Smyrna,  and 
another  to  Lampfacus,  and  with  the  reft  he  palTed     p^'J^-i^^' 
over  the  Hellefpont,   and  feized  all  the  Thracian     planes  o 
Cherfonefus ;   where,  finding  the  city  Lyfiraachia 
(which  lay  in  the  neck  of  tUe  ifthmus  leading  into  that  cher- 
fonefus or  peninfula)  lying  in  its  ruins,  (it  having  a  few  years 
before  been  reduced   to  this  condition  by  the  ThraciansJ,  he 
fet  himfelf  to  rebuild  it,  defigning  there  to  lay  the  foundation 

of 

^  Polyb.  Legal.  6.  p.  79a. 

ij  Llvius,  lib.  2,3'    Hieronymus  in  Cap.  xi.  Daniellf . 

^  I.ivius,  ibid.    Appianus  ui  Syriacis. 

**  Livius  &  Appianus,  ibid. 
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of  a  kingdom  for  Seleucus  his  fecond  fon,  and  fubjeft  the 
neighbouring  country  to  him,  and  make  this  the  prime  feat 
for  his  refidence.  While  he  was  bufying  himfelf  in  thefe  pro- 
jefts, '  theambafladors  fentto  him  from  Rome  came  into  Thrace, 
and  finding  him  at  Seljmbria,  a  city  of  that  country,  they  there 
had  audience  of  him,  and  communicated  their  commiffion  to 
him.  On  their  debating  with  him  the  particulars  of  it,  which 
are  above  mentioned,  the  Romans  argued,  how  unreafonable  a 
thing  it  was,  that,  when  they  had  vanquifhed  King  Philip,  An- 
tiochus  fliould  reap  the  fruits  of  their  viftory  by  feizing  his 
cities  in  Afia ;  that,  they  having  undertaken  the  guardianftiip 
of  King  Ptolemy  during  his  minority,  it  was  incumbent  on 
them  to  demand  rcftitution  of  all  thofe  cities  that  were  taken 
from  him  ;  and  that,  they  having  decreed  the  reftoration  of  all 
the  Greek  cities  to  their  liberties,  it  became  them  to  fee  that 
what  they  had  decreed  fliould  be  made  good;  that  they  required 
his  not  paffing  into  Europe,  becaufe  they  could  not  fee  with 
what  intent  he  fliould  make  that  paflage,  and  now  build  Lyfi- 
machia  on  that  fide,  as  they  found  him  then  a-doing,  than  to 
be  as  a  flicp  to  a  further  war  which  mufl:  light  upon  them.  To 
this  Antiochus  anfwered.  That,  as  to  Ptolemy,  full  fatisfadlion 
would  be  given  him,  on  that  king's  marrying  his  daughter, 
which  was  then  agreed  on ;  that,  as  to  the  Greek  cities,  he  in- 
tended them  their  freedom,  but  that  they  fliould  owe  it  to 
him,  and  not  to  the  Romans;  that,  as  to  Lyfimachia,  he  built  it 
to  be  a  refidence  for  his  fon  Seleucus  ;  that  Thrace,  and  the 
Cherfonefus,  as  a  part  of  it,  belonged  all  to  him,  as  having  been 
conquered  by  Seleucus  Nicator  his  ancefl:or,  on  his  vanquifliing 
of  Lyiimachus,  and  therefore  he  pafled  over  into  it  as  hisjuft 
inheritance.  As  to  Afia,  and  the  cities  in  it,  he  told  them,  that 
they  had  no  more  to  do  there  than  he  had  in  Italy,  and  that, 
fmce  he  meddled  not  with  any  affairs  of  the  latter,  he  wondered 
that  they  concerned  tbemfelves  with  what  was  done  in  the  for- 
mer. Hereon  the  Romans  having  defired,  that  the  ambafladors 
from  Smyrna  and  Lampfacus  might  be  called  in,  and  they,  on 
their  being  admitted,  having  fpoken  very  freely  as  to  their 
caufe,  Antiochus  could  not  bear  it,  but  fell  into  a  paflion,  and 
cried  out,  That  the  Romans  were  not  to  be  his  judges  in  thefe 
matters  ;  whereon  the  aflcmbly  broke  up  in  confufion,  and  no 
fatisfadion  was  given  on  either  fide,  but  all  things  tended  to- 
wards a  breach  between  them. 

While  thefe  matters  were  thus  treating  of,  there  came  ^  a 

rumour 

^  Polyhiiw,  I.b.  17.  p.  769.  &  Legat.  10.  p.  800.  Livius  5c  Appianus, 
ibl«i. 
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rumour  that  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  was  dead  in  Egypt ;  whereon 
AntiochuS,  reckoning  Egypt  to  be  his  own,  made  hade  on  board 
his  fleet  to  fail  thither  to  take  poffeffion  of  it,  and,  having  left 
Seleucus  his  fon  with  his  army  at  Lyfimachia,  to  finifti  what 
was  there  intended,  he  firft  called  in  at  Ephefus,  and,  having 
joined  to  his  fleet  fuch  other  (hips  as  he  had  in  that  port,  from 
thence  made  all  the  fail  he  could  for  Egypt :  but,  on  his  arrival 
at  Paterae  in  Lycia,  finding  the  report  of  Ptolemy's  death  to 
be  there,  upon  good  evidence,  contradifted,  inftead  of  fleering 
for  Egypt,  he  fliaped  his  courfe  dire6t!y  for  Cyprus,  purpofing 
to  feize  that  ifland ;  but,  in  his  way  thither,  meeting  with  a 
violent  ftorm,  in  which  he  loft  a  great  many  of  his  ftiips  and 
men,  he  was  glad,  after  having  gathered  up  the  remainders  of 
this  ruinous  wreck,  to  put  in  at  Seleucia  to  repair  his  fliatter- 
ed  fliips,  and  then  wintered  at  Antioch,  without  doing  any 
thing  more  this  year. 

That  which  occafioned  the  rumour  of  Ptolemy's  death  was 
a  treafonable  plot  then  laid  agairft  his  life ;  which,  being  firft 
fuppofed,  was  afterwards  reported  to  have  taken  effeft.  Sco^ 
pas  the  ^tolian  was  the  author  of  this  confpiracy,  ^  who  be- 
ing general  of  the  mercenaries,  moft  of  which  were  i^tolians, 
and,  by  virtue  of  that  command,  having  under  him  a  nume- 
rous and  ftrong  band  of  veteran  foldiers,  thought  he  had  here- 
by an  advantage  now  in  the  infancy  of  the  king  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter  of  Egypt,  and  ufurp  the  fovereignty  over  it.  And 
accordingly  he  had  formed  his  fcheme  for  the  attempt,  and  no 
doubt  he  would  have  fucceeded  in  it,  had  he  executed  his  trea- 
fon  with  the  fame  boldnefs  and  refolution  as  he  firft  contrived 
it.  But,  although  he  were  a  very  valiant  man,  yet,  when  it 
came  to  the  point  of  execution,  his  heart  failing  him,  and,  in- 
ftead of  immediately  falling  on,  as  fuch  a  defperate  cafe  re- 
quired, he  fat  at  home  confulting  and  debating  with  his  friends 
and  partizans  how  beft  to  manage  the  matter ;  and,  while  he 
was  thus  doubting  and  delaying,  the  opportunity  was  loft. 
For  Ariftomenes,  the  chief  roinifter,  having  in  the  interim  got- 
ten information  of  the  whole  matter,  took  fuch  care  to  prevent 
it,  that  Scopas  was  feized,  and,  being  brought  before  the 
council,  was  there  convifted  of  the  treafon,  and  thereon  he 
and  all  his  accomplices  were  put  to  death  for  it :  and,  as  to 
the  reft  of  his  ^tolians,  they  having,  on  this  occafion,  for- 
feited the  confidence  which  the  government  had  before  in 
them,  were  moft  of  them  hereon  caftiiered  out  cf  the  king's 
fervice,  and  fent  home  into  their  own  country.  .  Thus  ended 
the  treafon  of  Scopas  :    and  he  is   not  the  only  villain  that, 

having 

*  Polybius,  lib.  17.  p.  771.  77*.    Valefii  Excerpta,  p.  61. 
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having  with  great  refolutioa  entered  on  wicked  deligns,  hath 
failed  of  coarage  at  the  time  of  execution,  and  defeated  his  own 
treafon  for  want  of  it :  for  few  men  are  fo  entirely  wicked,  as 
to  be  thorough  proof  againft  that  horror  and  confufion  of 
mind  which  very  wicked  anions  ufually  create  whenever  they 
come  to  be  executed.  At  his  death,  he  was  found  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  vaft  riches,  which  he  had  gotten  in  the  king's  fervice 
by  plundering  thofe  countries  where  he  commanded  as  gene» 
ral ;  and  he  having,  while  he  was  viftorious  in  Paleftine,  re- 
covered Judea  and  Jerufalem  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  no  doubt, 
a  great  part  of  his  plunder  was  gotten  from  thence.  One  of  the 
chiefeft  of  his  accomplices  in  this  treafon  was  Dicaearchus,  ^ 
who  had  formerly  been  admiral  under  Philip,  king  of  Mace- 
don  ;  and,  being  fent  by  him  to  make  war  upon  the  Cyclades, 
on  a  very  unjuft  and  wicked  account,  to  fhew  how  little  he  re- 
garded either  piety  or  juftice,  before  he  failed  out  of  the  port 
on  that  expedition,  he  ere£led  two  altars,  one  to  Iniquity,  and 
the  other  to  Impiety,  and  facrificed  on  them  both.  And  do  not 
all  elfe  do  the  fame,  who  engage  in  fuch  horrid  defigns  of  affaf- 
fination  and  treafon  as  that  was  in  which  this  man  peri{hed  ? 
He  having  fo  lignally  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  wickednefs, 
Arillomenes  very  juftly  diftinguiftied  him  from  all  the  reft  of 
the  confpirators  in  his  punilhment ;  for  all  the  others  he  poi- 
foned,  but  him  he  tormented  to  death. 

When  this  confpiracy  was  fully  maftered,  ^  the  king,  being 
now  14  years  old,  was,  according  to  the  ufage  of  that  country, 
declared  to  be  out  of  his  minority,  and  his  inthronization 
(which  the  Alexandrians  called  his  Anaclateria)  was  celebrated 
with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  ;  and  hereby  the  government 
was  put  into  his  hands,  and  he  actually  admitted  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  it.  And,  as  long  as  he  managed  it  by  Ariftome- 
nes,  his  former  miniller,  all  things  went  well ;  but,  when  he 
grew  weary  of  that  able  and  faithful  fervant,  and  put  him  to 
death  to  get  rid  of  him,  the  remainder  of  his  reign  was  all  turn- 
ed into  diforder  and  confufion,  and  his  kingdom  fufFered  the 
fame  or  rather  more  by  it  than  in  the  worft  times  of  his  father. 

Early  the  next  fpring,  Antiochus  fet  out  from  Antioch  to 
return  to  Ephefus.  He  was  no  fooner  gone,  *^ 
Anno  195.  but  Hannibal  came  thither  to  put  himfelf  under 
ohanes  10*.  ^^^^  protedtion.  He  had  lived  fix  years  quietly 
at  Carthage  fince  the  late  peace  with  the  Ro- 
mans y 

a  Polybiu3,  lib.  17.  p.  772. 
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mans;  but,  being  now  under  a  fufplcion  of  holding  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  Antiochus,  and  plotting  with  hina  for  the 
bringing  of  a  new  war  upon  Italy,  and  fome  that  maligned  him 
at  home  having  fent  to  Rome  clandelline  informations  to  this 
efFed,  the  Romans  fent  ambafladors  to  Carthage  to  make  in- 
quiry into  the  matter,  and  to  demand  Hannibal  to  be  delivered 
to  them,  if  they  found  reafon  for  it.  Hannibal,  hearing  of  their 
arrival,  fufpedled  their  bufinefs ;  and  therefore,  before  they  had 
time  to  deliver  their  meflage,  got  privately  away  to  the  feafliore, 
and,  putting  himfelf  on  board  a  ihip  which  he  had  there  ready 
provided,  efcaped  to  Tyre,  and  from  thence  went  to  Antioch, 
hoping  to  find  Antiochus  there;  but,  he  being  gone  for  Ephe- 
fus  before  his  arrival,  he  made  thither  after  him.  Antiochus 
was  there  at  that  time,  in  debate  with  himfelf  on  the  point  of 
making  war  with  the  Romans,  being  very  doubtful  and  fluc- 
tuating in  his  mind  whether  he  fhould  enter  on  it  or  no.  But 
Hannibal's  coming  to  him  foon  determined  his  refolutions  for 
the  war,  he  being  hereon  excited  to  it,  not  only  by  the  argu- 
ments which  this  great  adverfary  of  the  Romans  preffed  upon 
him  for  it,  but  efpecially  becaufe  of  the  opinion  he  had  of  the 
man.  For  he  having  often  vanquifhed  the  Romans,  and  there- 
by juftly  acquired  the  reputation  of  having  exceeded  all  other 
generals  in  military  Ikill,  this  created  in  Antiochus  a  confidence 
of  being  able  to  do  all  things  with  him  on  his  fide.  And,  there- 
fore, thinking  of.  nothing  thenceforth  but  of  victories  and  con- 
quells,  he  became  fixed  for  the  war  ;  and  all  this  year  and  the 
next  were  fpent  in  making  preparations  for  it.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  ambafladors  were  fent  from  both  fides,  on  pre- 
tence of  accommodating  matters,  but,  in  reality,  only  to  fpy 
out  and  difcover  what  each  other  was  a-doing. 

This  year  Simon,  the  high  prieft  of  the  Jews,  being  dead,  ^ 
his  eldeil  fon  Onias,  the  third  of  that  name,  fucceeded  in  his' 
ftead,  and  held  that  ofiice,  reckoning  it  to  4he  time  of  his 
death,  24  years.  He  had  the  character  of  a  very  worthy  good 
man,  but,  falling  into  ill  times,  he  perifhed  in  them,  in  the 
manner  as  will  be  hereafter  related. 

About  this  time  died  ^  Eratofthenes,   the  fecond  library 
keeper  at  Alexandria,  being  82  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  was  ^  fucceeded  in  his  office     pJ^'J^p^'?' 
by  Apollonius  Rhodius,  the  author  of  the  Argo-     p^jangs  11" 
nautics.     This  Apollonius   had  been  a  fcholar  of 
Callimachus  ;    but,  having  afterwards  very  much  offended 

Vol.  III.  K  him, 

*  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  11,  c.4.  Eufeb.In  Chron.  Chron.  AleKandrio^ 
^  Lucianus  in  Macrobiis. 
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him,  ^  CalUmachus  wrote  a  very  bitter  inventive  againft  him, 
which  he  called  Ibis,  from  the  name  of  a  bird  in  Egypt,  which 
ufed  to  foul  his  bill  by  cleanfmg  his  breech,  intimating  thereby, 
as  if  the  offence  given  him  by  his  Icholar  was  by  foul  words 
againft  him,  and  that  he  therefore  gave  him  this  name,  to  ex- 
prefs  thereby  that  he  was  a  foul  mouthed  perfon.  Hence  Ovia, 
writing  an  invedive  againll  one  that  had  in  a  like  manner  of- 
fended hira,  calls  him,  in  imitation  of  Callimachus,  by  the  fame 
name  of  Ibis.  Although  this  Apollonius  was  called  Rhcdius, 
^  it  was  only  for  that  he  had  long  lived  at  Rhodes,  not  that  he 
was  born  there :  for  he  was  a  native  of  Alexandria,  and  there 
at  length  he  ended  his  days,  being  called  thither  from  Rhodes 
to  take  upon  him  this  office  in  the  king's  library. 

Antiochus  being  eagerly  fet  in  his  mind  for  a  war  with  the 

Romans,  after  having  made  the  preparations  I  have 
PM^F^^*  mentioned,  he  endeavoured  further  to  ftrengtheii 
phaiies  la'    bimfelf,  by  making  alliances  with  the  neighbourmg 

princes.  To  this  intent  he  ^  went  to  Raphia,  the 
place  in  the  confines  of  Paleftine  and  Egypt  which  hath  been 
above  mentioned,  and  there  married  his  daughter  Cleopatra  to 
King  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  agreeing  to  give  with  her,  by  way 
of  dowry,  the  provinces  of  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  ^  upon 
the  terms  of  fharing  the  revenues  equally  between  them,  ac- 
cording as  had  been  before  promifed.  And,  on  his  return  from 
thence  to  Antioch,  he  ^  married  Antiochis,  another  of  his 
daughters,  to  Ariarathes,  king  of  Cappadocia ;  and  ^  would 
have  given  a  third  to  Eumenes,  king  of  Pergamus.  But  that 
king  refufed  his  alliance,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  his  three 
brothers  :  for  they  thought  it  would  be  a  great  ftrengthening 
of  his  intereft  to  be  fon-in-law  to  fo  great  a  king,  and  therefore 
advifed  him  to  it.  But  Eumenes  foon  convinced  them,  by  the 
reafons  which  he  gave  for  the  refufal,  that  he  had  much  bet- 
ter confidered  the  matter  :  for  he  told  them,  that,  if  he  mar- 
ried Anticchus's  daughter,  he  fhould  be  obliged  thereby  to  en- 
gage with  him  in  his  war  againft  the  Romans,  which  he  faw 
he  was  at  that  time  entering  on  ;  and  then,  if  the  Romans 
were  conquerors,  as  he  had  reafon  to  think  they  would,  he 
muft  partake  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  conquered,  and  be  un- 
done by  it :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  Antiochus  fhould  have 

the 

^  Saidas  in  Kxk\iucx;^of. 

t*  Anonymus  Vitae  ApolloniiRhodil  Scriptor, 

^-  Hitror.ymus  in  Cap.  xi.  Danielis.    Livius,  lib.  SS'    Appian.  in  Sy- 
riacifi. 

<l  Jcftph.  Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.  3. 

'^  Appiiiius  in  Syriacis 

i  Appianus,  ibid.    Polyb.  Legat.  15.  p.  820.    Livius,  lib.  37. 
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the  better,  he  fliould  have  no  other  advantage  by  it,  but  under 
the  notion  of  being  his  fon-in-law  the  eafier  to  become  his 
flave;  for,  whenever  he  fhould  gain  the  upper  hand  in  the  war, 
all  Aiia  muft  truckle  to  him,  and  every  prince  therein  become 
his  homager:  that  much  better  terms  were  to  be  expected  from 
the  Romans,  and  that  therefore  he  would  ftick  to  them  :  and 
the  event  fufficiently  proved  the  wifdom  of  his  choice. 

After  thefe  marriages  were  over,  /\ntiochus  haftened  agaia 
into  LefTer  Aiia,  and  *  came  to  Ephefus  in  the  depth 
of  the  winter.  From  theiice,  in  the  beginning  of  p""^i.9V 
the  fpring,  he  marched  againft  the  Pifidians,  who  phones  13". 
flood  out  againft  him.  But  he  had  not  long  been 
engaged  in  this  war,  ^  ere  he  had  the  news  of  the  death  of  An- 
tiochus  his  eldeft  fon.  This  brought  him  back  again  to  Ephe- 
fus, there  to  mourn  for  this  lofs  j  and  a  great  Ihow  of  forrow 
was  there  made  by  him  on  this  account.  But  it  was  commonly 
faid,  that  it  was  all  fhow  only ;  that  %  in  reality,  he  himfelf 
procured  his  fon's  death,  and  made  him  fall  a  facrince  to  his 
jealoufy :  for  he  was  a  prince  of  great  hopes,  and  had  given 
fuch  proofs  of  his  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  other  royal  virtues, 
that  he  became  the  idol  of  all  that  knew  him.  This,  they  fay, 
made  the  old  king  jealous  of  him  ;  and  therefore,  on  his  laft 
arrival  at  Ephefus,  having  fent  him  back  into  Syria,  on  pre- 
tence that  he  might  here  take  care  of  the  eaftern  provinces, 
caufed  poifon  to  be  there  given  him  by  fome  of  the  eunuchs  of 
the  court,  and  fo  did  rid  himfelf  of  him.  But  fcarce  any  prince 
hath  died  an  untimely  death,  whofe  life  was  defirable,  but 
fufpicions  have  been  raifed,  and  rumours  fpread  about  of  poi- 
fon, or  fome  other  violence,  for  the  caufe  of  it ;  and  perchance 
fuch  a  bare  fufpicion  was  all  that  was  in  this  cafe. 

As  foon  as  the  folemnity  of  this  mourning  was  fomewhat 
over,  and  Antiochus  began  again  to  betake  himfelf  to  bufinefs, 
great  ^  confultation  was  had  between  him  and  thofe  of  his 
council  about  his  paffing  into  Greece,  and  there  beginning  the 
w^ar  which  he  had  refolved  on  with  the  Romans.  Hannibal, 
who  was  for  making  Italy,  and  not  Greece,  the  feat  of  the  war, 
was  not  called  to  any  of  thefe  councils  :  for,  being  then  under 
fufpicion  with  Antiochus,  he  had  no  more  of  his  confidence. 
This  was  efFe£led  by  the  craft  of  Publius  Villius,  who  thereby 
ovec- reached  the  craftieft  and  the  moft  cautious  of  men:   ^  for 
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this  Villlus,  being  ambaffador  from  the  Romans  to  Antiochus, 
took  all  opportunities  to  converfe  with  Hannibal.  This  had 
the  efFeft  he  intended,  which  was  to  bring  him  into  fufplcion 
with  Antiochus  :  and  hereon  his  counfel  being  no  more  re- 
garded, Greece  was  made  the  feat  of  the  war,  and  not  Italy, 
as  he  advifed.  This  faved  Italy  from  having  Hannibal  again 
with  another  war  in  its  bowels,  which  might  have  been  as 
dangerous  to  the  Roman  ftate  as  when  he  was  there  in  the 
former  \Var. 

But  that  which  pinned  down  liis  refolution  for  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  in  Greece,  was  an  embafly  from  the  ^tolians 
to  invite  him  thither.  The  yEtolians,  from  being  late  confe- 
derates of  the  Romans,  being  now,  on  fome  difguft,  become 
their  enemies,  *  fent  this  embaffy  to  Antiochus,  to  draw  him 
into  Greece  againft  them  ;  not  only  promiling  him  the  affift- 
ance  of  all  their  forces,  butalfo  giving  him  aflurances,  that  he 
might  depend  on  the  pining  of  Philip  king  of  Macedonia,  Na- 
bas  king  of  Lacedemonia,  and  other  of  the  Grecian  principal-* 
ties  and  ftates  with  him  ;  who  having  conceived,  as  they  told 
him,  great  enmity  againft  the  Romans,  waited  only  his  coming 
to  declare  againft  them.  Thoas,  who  was  at  the  head  of  this 
embafly,  preffed  all  this  upon  him  with  great  earneftnefs,  tell- 
ing him,  that  the  Romans,  being  got  home  with  their  army, 
had  left  Greece  empty  j  that  now  was  the  time  for  him  to  take 
polTeflion  of  it ;  that,  if  he  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity^ 
he  would  find  all  things,  as  it  were,  prepared  for  the  putting 
of  the  whole  country  into  his  hands  ;  and  that  he  had  nothing 
more  to  do,  but  to  come  over  thither,  to  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  it.  Which  reprefentation  prevailed  fo  tar  with  him,  that  he 
immediately  paffed  over  into  Greece,  and  thereby  raftily  pre- 
cipitated himfeif  into  a  war  with  the  Romans,  withvut  duly 
concerting  the  a]eafures  proper  for  fuch  an  undertakmg,  or 
carrying  a  fufficient  number  of  men  with  him  to  fupport  it. 
For  he  left  Lampffcus,  Troas,  and  Smyrna,  three  powerful 
cities  in  Afia,  behind  him  unreduced;  and  his  forces  that  were 
coming  to  him  from  Syria  and  the  eaftern  countries  having 
not  yet  reached  him,  he  pafled  over,  with  no  more  than  io,occj 
foot,  and  500  l-Oife,  which  were  fcarce  enough  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  country,  were  it  wholly  naked,  and  he  to  have 
210  war  with  the  Romans  in  it.  With  thefe  forces  he  arrived 
in  the  iflfnid  of  Eubcoa  about  the  end  of  the  fummer,  and 
.from  thence  pafied  to  Demetrias,  a  town  in  Theftaly,  where 
•ic  called  all  his  oillcers  and  chief  commanders  of  his  arm^y  to- 
gether, 

"  Tufdn.  lib.  30.  c.  4.  &  lib-  3^.  c.  I.   Appian.  in  Syriacis.    Polybiuf, 
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gether,  *  to  confult  with  them  about  the  future  operations  of 
the  war  :  and  Hannibal,  being  again  reflored  to  the  king's  fa- 
vour and  confidence,  had  his  place  among  them  :  and  being 
aiked  his  opinion,  in  the  firft  place,  he  infifted  on  v/hat  he  had 
often  declared,  that  the  Romans  were  not  to  be  overconie  but 
1  in  Italy ;  and  that  therefore  it  had  been  his  conitant  advice 
to  begin  the  war  th^ere.  But,  fince  other  meafures  had  been 
taken,  and  the  king  was  then  in  Greece,  there  to  begin  the 
war,  his  advice  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  aifairs  was,  that  the 
king  fhould  immediately  fend  for  all  his  other  forces  out  of 
Aiia,  without  depending  any  longer  either  on  the  ^tolians 
or  other  Grecian  confederates,  who,  he  forefaw,  would  deceive 
him  ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  they  were  arrived,  he  fliould  march 
with  them  towards  thofe  ccafls  of  Greece  that  were  over 
againfl  Italy,  and  there  have  his  fleet  with  him  on  the  fame 
coalls  ;  one  half  of  which,  he  advifed,  ihould  be  employed  to 
ravage  and  alarm  the  coafts  of  Italy,  and  the  other  half  kept 
in  fome  port  near  him,  to  make  a  Ihew  of  his  pafling  over, 
and  accordingly  to  be  ready  to  pafs  over  for  the  taking  of  all 
fuch  advantages  as  occalions  might  offer.  This,  he  faid,  would 
keep  the  Romans  at  home  to  defend  tl»eir  own  coalts,  and 
would  be  the  propereft  method  which  could  then  be  taken  of 
carrying  the  war  into  Italy,  where  alone  (he  perlifted)  the  Ro- 
mans could  be  conquered.  And  this  was  the  bell  which  could 
then  be  given  Antiochus,  But  he  followed  it  only  in  that  par- 
ticular which  related  to  the  fetching  over  his  forces  out  of 
Aiia  :  for  he  immediately  fent  to  Polyxenidas,  his  admira),  to 
tranfport  them  into  Greece.  But  as  to  all  other  particulars, 
.his  courtiers  and  flatterers  diverted  him  from  hearkenmg  to 
them.  They  blew  him  up  into  a  coi.ceit,  that  victory  was  cer- 
tain on  his  iide;  that,  if  he  made  his  way  to  it  by  the  methods 
which  Hannibal  had  advifed,  then  he,  as  the  advifer  -and  di- 
reftor,  would  have  the  glory  of  it,  which  the  king  ought  to  re- 
ferve  wholly  to  himfelf ;  and  therefore  they  advifed  him  to 
follow  his  own  counfels,  without  hearkening  any  more  to  that 
Carthaginian.  After  this  '^  the  king  went  to  Lamia  j  and  there 
being  invefted  with  the  chief  coaimAud  of  the  ^tolians,  and 
having  received  thereon  the  applaufe  and  acclamations  of  that 
people,  he  returned  to  Euboea,  and,  having  made  hinifelf  maf- 
ter  of  Chalcis  in  that  ifland,  there  took  up  his  winter  quart'^rs 
for  the  enfuiug  winter.  In  the  interim  Eumenes,  king  of  Per- 
gamus,  fent  Attalus  his  brother  to  Rome,  to  Fxqnaint  the  fe- 
n^te  of  Antiochus's  paiTage  into  Greece  j  whereon  .they  imme- 
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diately  prepared  for  the  war,  and  fent  Acilius  Glabrio,  their 
conful,  into  Greece,  with  an  army  for  the  managing  of  it. 
Antiochus,   while  he  lay  in  his  winter  quarters,  ^  fell  in 

love  with  the  daughter  of  his  holt,  in  whofe  houfe 
AtinoiQi.  i^g  lodged;  and,  although  now  paft  50,  was  fo 
phariee  14".    ^^^fpei^ately  enamoured  of  this  young  girl,  who  was 

under  20,  that  nothing  could  fatisfy  him,  but  he 
mufl  marry  her";  and  thereon  he  fpent  the  remaining  part  of 
the  winter  in  nuptial  feaftings  and  in  love  dalliances  with  his 
new  bride,  inftead  of  making  thofe  preparations  which  were 
neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  of  that  dangerous  war  he  was 
then  engaged  in ;  which  created  a  great  loofe  and  thorough  re- 
laxation of  difcipline  in  all  elfe  about  him,  till  at  length  he 
^  wasTOufed  up  by  the  news,  that  Acilius  the  Roman  conful 
was  on  a  full  march  into  Theflaly  againft  him.  All  that  he 
could  do,  on  this  alarm,  ^  was  to  feize  the  ftraits  of  Thermo- 
pylae, and  fend  to  the  ^tolians  for  more  forces  ;  for  Polyxe- 
nidas  having  not  been  able  to  tranfport  his  Afian  forces,  by 
reafon  of  contrary  winds  and  ill  weather,  he  had  no  other 
forces  then  with  him  but  thofe  whom  he  firft  brought  over. 
But,  before  any  of  the  iEtolians  could  come  to  him,  ^  Cato, 
one  of  the  Roman  generals  then  with  the  conful,  having  with 
a  flrong  detachment  gotten  over  the  mountains,  by  the  fame 
path  in  which  Xerxes,  and  after  him  Brennus,  had  formerly 
forced  a  pafTage  over  them,  his  men,  feeing  themfelves  hereby 
ready  to  be  encompafTed,  threw  down  their  arms  and  fled  ; 
whereon,  being  purfued  by  the  Romans,  they  were  all  cut  in 
pieces,  excepting  only  500,  with  whom  Antiochus  made  his 
efcape  to  Chalcis.  On  his  arrival  thither,  he  made  all  thehafte 
he  could  from  thence  to  his  fleet,  and,  having  gotten  on  board 
it  with  tiiis  poor  remainder  of  his  forces,  palTed  over  to  Ephe- 
fus,  carrying  with  him  his  new  married  wife  ;  and  there 
thinking  hi.Tifelf  fafe  from  the  Romans,  negleded  every  thing 
that  might  make  him  fo,  and  again  relapfed  into  his  former 
dotage  on  that  wo  an,  indulging  himfelf  in  it  to  a  total  negledl 
of  all  his  aflPairs,  till  at  length  ^  Hannibal  roufed  him  out  of  it, 
by  laying  before  him  Iiis  danger,  and  reprefenting  to  him  what 
was  neceffary  for  him  forthwith  to  do,  for  the  fecuring  of 
himfelf  from  it.  Hereon  he  fent  to  haften  the  march  of  thofe 
forces  from  tite  eaftern  provinces  which  were  not  yet  atrived; 
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and,  having  fitted  out  his  fleet,  failed  with  it  to  the  Thracian 
Cherfonefus ;  and,  having  there  reinforced  Lyfimachia,  and 
further  fortified  and  flrengthened  Seftus  and  Abydus,  and  all 
other  places  thereabout,  for  the  hindering  of  the  Romans  from 
pafling  the  Hellefpont  into  Afia,  he  returned  again  to  Ephefus, 
where,  in  a  grand  council,  it  being  refolved  to  try  their  fortune 
by  fea,  ^  Polyxenidas,  Antiochus's  admiral,  was  ordered  out 
with  the  fleet  to  fight  C.  Livius,  the  Roman  admiral,  then 
newly  come  into  the  Egean  fea.  Near  Mount  Corycus,  in 
Ionia,  both  fleets  meeting,  a  {harp  fight  enfued  between  them, 
wherein  Polyxenidas  being  beaten,  with  the  lofs  of  lo  fhips 
funk  and  13  taken,  was  forced  to  retire  with  the  remainder  to 
Ephefus ;  and  the  Romans,  putting  in  at  Cahag,  a  port  in 
^olis,  did  there  fet  up  their  fleet  for  the  efifuing  winter,  for- 
tifying the  place  where  they  drew  it  to  land  with  a  ditch  and 
rampart. 

In  the  interim  Antiochus  was  at  Magnefia,  bufying  himfelf 
in  drawing  together  his  land  army.  On  ^  his  hearing  of  this 
defeat  of  his  fleet  at  Corycus,  he  haftened  to  the  fea-coafts,  and 
applied  himfelf  with  his  utmoft  care  to  repair  the  lofs,  and  fet 
out  a  new  fleet  that  might  keep  the  maftery  of  thofe  feas.  In 
order  whereto,  he  refitted  thofe  fhips  that  had  efcaped  from  the 
late  defeat,  added  others  to  them,  and  fent  Hannibal  into  Sy- 
ria, to  bring  from  thence  the  Syrian  and  Phcenician  fleets  for 
their  reinforcement:  and  then  having  ordered  Seleucus  his  fon, 
with  one  part  of  the  army,  into  JEoViSj  to  watch  the  Roman 
fleet,  and  keep  all  there  in  fubje^lion  to  him,  he  with  the  reft 
took  up  his  quarters  in  Phrygia  for  the  enfuing  winter. 

The  next  year  the  '^  Romans  fent  Lucius  Scipio,  their  con- 
ful,  and  Scipio  Africanus,  his  brother,  as  his  lieu- 
tenant, to  carry  on  the  war  againfl  Antiochus  by     ^  "^ '99' 
land,  in  the  place  of  Acilius  Glabrio,  and  L.  Emi-    phanes  i -. 
lius  Rhegellus  to  command  their  fleet  at  fea,  in  the 
place  of  C.  Livius. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  ^  Polyxenidas,  Antiochus's  ad- 
miral, having  by  a  flratagem  over-reached  Paufiftratus,  who 
commanded  the  Rhodian  fleet  that  was  fent  to  the  afliflance  of 
the  Romans,  furprifed  him  in  the  port  of  Samos,  and  there 
deflroyed  29  of  his  fhips,  and  him  with  them.  But  the  Rho- 
dians,  inftead  of  being  difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  were  enraged 
for  the  revenging  of  it  j  and  immediately  fet  out  another  fleet 

K  4  more 

®  Livius  &  Appianus,  ibid. 
'^  Livius,  lib.  36.  &  37.    Appianus  in  Syrlacis. 
-  Livius,  lib.  37.   Appianus  in  Syriacis. 
^  Livius  5c  Appianus,  ibid. 
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more  powerful  than  the  former  ;  with  which,  in  conjunftion 
■with  Emilius  the  Roman  admiral,  they  failed  to  *  Elea,  and 
there  relieved  Eumenes  king  of  Pergamus,  when  almoft  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  Antiochus ;  and  afterwards,  being  fent  to  meet 
Hannibal,  on  his  coming  with  the  Syrian  and  Phoenician  fleet  to 
the  king,  ^  they  alone  encountered  him  on  the  coafts  of  Pam- 
phylia,  and,  by  the  goodnefs  of  their  fhips,  and  the  Ikilfulnefs 
of  their  marines,  overthrew  that  great  warrior,  and,  having 
driven  him  into  port,  there  pent  him  up,  fo  that  he  could  ftir 
no  further  for  the  affiflance  of  the  king. 

Antiochus  hearing  of  this  defeat,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
having  received  an  account,  that  the  Roman  conful  was  with 
a  great  army  on  his  full  march  through  Macedonia,  in  order 
to  pafs  the  Hellefpont  into  Afia,  <^  he  could  think  of  no  better 
courfe  for  the  hindering  of  his  paffage,  and  the  keeping  of  the 
war  out  of  Afia,  than  to  recover  again  the  maftery  of  the 
feas,  which  he  had  in  a  great  meafure  loft  by  the  two  late 
defeats :  for  then  he  might  have  his  fleets  at  leifure,  and  in 
full  power,  to  cut  off  all  poffibility  of  paffing  an  army  into 
Afia,  either  by  the  Hellefpont  or  any  other  way.  And  there- 
fore, refolving  to  attempt  this  at  the  hazard  of  another  battle, 
he  came  to  Ephefus,  where  his  fleet  lay,  and  having  there, 
on  a  review,  put  it  into  the  beft  pollure  he  was  able,  and 
furnifhed  his  marines  with  all  things  neceflary  for  another  en- 
counter, he  fent  them  forth,  under  the  command  of  Polyxe- 
nidas  his  admiral,  to  fight  the  enemy.  And  they  having  met  ^ 
Emilius,  with  the  Roman  fleet,  near  Myonnefus,  a  maritime 
town  in  Ionia,  they  there  fell  upon  him,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  in  the  former  engagements :  for  Emilius  having 
gained  an  entire  viftory,  Polyxenidas  was  forced  to  flee  back 
again  to  Ephefus,  with  the  lofs  of  29  of  his  Ihips  funk,  and 
13  taken.  This  did  put  Antiochus  into  fuch  a  confternation, 
that,  being  frighted  as  it  were  out  of  his  wits,  he  very  abfurd- 
ly  fent  to  recal  all  liis  forces  out  of  Lyfimachia,  and  the  other 
towns  on  the  Hellelpont,  for  fear  left  they  ftiould  fall  into  the 
enemies  hands,  who  were  approaching  thofe  parts  to  pafs  into 
Afia ;  whereas  the  only  way  left  him  to  have  hindered  that  paf- 
fage  was  to  have  continued  them  there.  But  he  did  not  only  thus 
abl'urdly  withdraw  them  from  thence,  when  he  moft  needed 
them  there,  but  did  it  with  Uigh  precipitation,  that  he  left 

all 

»  Elca  was  the  feaport  to  Pergamus,  and  but  at  a  fliort  diftancc 
fiom  it. 

b  Livins,  lib.  37.   Appian.  in  Syn,ici-i.    Corn,  Nepos  In  K^nnibale, 
*  Polyb.  Lej^at.  a».  p.  8*i.    Livius,  lib.  37, 
^  iiiviuQ,  ibid.    Appip.n-::  in  Syriacie, 
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all  the  provifions  which  he  had  laid  up  there  for  the  war  be- 
hind him ;  fo  that,  when  the  Romans  cajiie  thither,  they  found 
all  necelTaries  for  their  army  in  fuch  plenty  flored  up  in  thofe 
places,  as  if  they  had  been  of  purpofe  provided  for  them, 
and  the  paffage  of  the  Hellefpont  left  fo  free  to  them,  that  they 
tranfported  their  army  over  it  without  any  oppofition,  where 
only,  with  the  bed  advantage,  oppofition  could  have  been  made 
againft  them.  When  ^  Antiochus  heard  of  the  Romans  being  in 
Afia,  he  began  to  grow  diffident  of  his  caufe,  and  would  glad- 
ly have  got  rid  of  the  war  with  them,  which  he  had  fo  rafhly 
run  himfelf  into  ;  and  therefore  fent  ambafladors  to  the  two 
Scipios  to  defire  peace ;  and,  to  make  hi«  way  the  eafier  to  it, 
he  reflored  to  Scipio  Afiicanus  his  fon  (who  had  been  taken 
prifoner  in  this  war)  without  ranfom.  But,  notwithllanding 
this,  being  able  on  no  other  terms  to  obtain  peace,  than  on 
the  quitting  of  all  Afia  on  this  fide  Mount  Taurus,  and  pay- 
ing the  Romans  all  the  expences  of  the  war,  he  thought  he 
could  fufFer  nothing  by  the  war  more  grievous  than  fuch  a 
peace,  and  therefore  ^  prepared  to  decide  the  matter  by  battle ; 
and  the  Romans  did  the  fame.  Antiochus's  army,  according 
to  Livy,  confifted  of  70,000  foot,  12,000  horfe,  and  54  ele- 
phants ;  whereas  all  the  Roman  forces  amounted  to  no  more 
than  30,000.  Both  armies  met  near  Magnefia,  under  Mount 
3ipdus :  and  there  it  came  to  a  decifive  ftroke  between  them  ; 
in  which  Antiochus  receiving  a  total  overthrow,  loft  50,000 
foot,  and  4000  horfe,  flain  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  1400 
more  taken  prifoners ;  and  he  himfelf  difficultly  efcaped  to 
Sardis,  gathering  up  in  his  way  fuch  of  his  forces  as  furvived 
this  terrible  {laughter.  From  Sardis  he  paflTed  to  Celaenae  in 
Phrygia,  where  he  heard  his  fon  Seleucus  had  efcaped  from 
the  battle  ;  and,  having  there  joined  him,  made  all  the  hafte 
he  could  over  Mount  Taurus  into  Syria.  Hannibal  and  Scipio 
Africanus  were  both  abfent  from  this  battle,  the  former  being 
with  the  Syrian  fleet  pent  up  in  Pampliylia  by  the  Rhodians, 
and  the  other  detained  by  ficknefs  at  Elea.  As  foon  as  An- 
tiochus was  arrived  at  Antioch,  ^  he  fent  from  thence  Antipa- 
ter  his  brother's  fon,  and  Zeuxis,  who  had  been  governor  of 
Lydia  and  Phrygia  under  him,  to  defire  peace  of  the  Ro- 
mans. They  found  the  conful  at  Sardis  ;  and  there  Scipio 
Africanus,  who  was  now  recovered  from  his  ficknefs,  being 

come, 

*  Polyb.  Legat.  23.  p.  813.  Appianiisin  Syriacis.  Juflin.  lib.  3 i.e.  7. 
Livius,  iil).  ^7. 

b  Livius  Sc  Appian.  ihid. 

^  Polyb.  Legat.  14.  ,^.  818.  Livius,  lib.  37.  Appianus  in  Syriaci?. 
Juftin.  lib.  3 J.  c,  8,  i>iodor.  Sic.  Lterat.  9.  Hieronynus  in  Cip.  xi* 
Panidis. 
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come,  they  firft  applied  themfelves  to  him,  and  he  introduced 
them  to  the  conful  his  brother :  whereon  a  council  being  held 
on  the  fubje£l  of  their  embafTy,  after  full  confultation  therein 
liad  about  it,  the  ambafTadorc  were  called  in,  and  Scipio  Afri- 
canus,  delivering  the  fenfe  of  the  council,  told  them,  that  as 
the  Romans  ufed  not  to  fink  low  when  vanquifhed,  fo  neither 
would  they  carry  themfelves  too  high  when  conquerors  ;  and 
that  therefore  they  would  require  no  other  terms  of  peace  af- 
ter the  battle,  than  thofe  which  were  demanded  before  it ;  that 
is.  That  Antiochus  fhould  pay  the  whole  expences  of  the  war, 
and  quit  all  Alia  on  that  fide  Mount  Taurus  ;  which  being  then 
accepted  of,  and  the  expences  of  the  war  eftimated  at  15,000 
talents   *  of  Eubaea,  it  was  agreed  that  it  fhould  be  paid  in 

manner 

*  Herodotus,  lib.  3.  fpeaking  of  .a  Babylonia  t.^lent,  faith,  that  it  con- 
tained 70  Euboic  min«.  ^lian,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  Babylonic  talent, 
(Hift.  Var.  lib.  i.  c.  %i.)  faith,  it  contained  7a  Attic  minse  :  from  hence 
it  follows,  that  7a  Attic  rainae  are  equal  to  70  Euboic  minse  j  and  60 
of  each  making  a  talent,  this  fhews  the  difference  that  is  between  an 
Euboic  talent  and  an  Attic.  But  there  were  two  other  forts  of  Euboic 
talents,  or  authors  give  us  difagrecing  accounts  concerning  it.  Feftus 
faith,  "  Euboicum  talentum  nummo  Grseco  feptem  millium,  noftro 
quatuor  millium  denariorum  (in  voce  Euboicum),"  i.  e.  an  Euboic  ta- 
lent confifts  in  Greek  money  of  7000  drachms,  and  in  our  Latin  money 
of  4000  Roman  pennies.  But  here  is  a  manifeft  error  in  the  copy,  as  all 
agree,  inftead  of  4000,  it  ought  to  be  7000  Roman  pennies  :  for,  ac- 
cording to  Feftus,  a  drachm  and  a  Roman  penny  were  equal.  For,  in 
the  word  talentum^  he  faith,  that  an  Attic  talent  (which  confifted  of 
6000  drachms)  contained  6000  Roman  pennies.  According  to  Feftus, 
therefore,  a  Roman  penny  and  an  Attic  drachm  were  equal ;  and  7000 
of  thefe  made  Feftus's  Euboic  talent.  But  the  Euboic  talent,  by  which 
Antiochus  was  to  pay  this  fum  of  15,000  talents  to  the  Romans,  was 
much  higher.  For  Polybius  tells  us,  (.Legat.  24.  p.  817-)  and  fo  alfo 
doth  Livy,  (lib.  z"].  ^  38.)  that  they  were  to  contain  each  80  librs  or 
Roman  pounds.  But  every  libra,  or  Roman  pound,  containing  96  Ro- 
man pennies,  80  of  thofe  librze  muft  contain  7680  Roman  pennies,  /.  e. 
o.^c^.  of  our  money.  But  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  the  treaty  of 
this  peace  made  with  Antiochus,  there  is  a  difference  between  Poly- 
bius and  Livy  in  the  copies  v/hich  they  give  us  of  it.  For,  although 
Livy,  as  well  as  Polybius,  doth,  in  the  protocal  of  the  treaty,  (lib.  37.) 
fay,  that  the  15,000  talents  to  be  paid  the  Romans  were  to  be  Euboic 
talents  ;  yet,  Livy  in  the  treaty  itfclf,  faith,  they  were  to  be  Attic  ta- 
lents.  But  here  Livy,  writing  from  Polybius,  is  miftaken  in  the  vcrfion 
he  made  of  this  treaty  from  the  Greek  copy  of  it,  which  he  found  in 
him.  For,  whereas  in  Polybius  the  words  are,  that  the  money  to  be  paid 
the  Romans,  fliould  be  'Apyvptv  atIikv  «^<r«,  Livy,  miftaking  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Greek  phrafe,  lendered  it  of  Attic  talents;  whereas,  what 
is  there  faid,  is  meant  only  of  the  Attic  ftandard.  For,  as  the  Euboic 
talent  was  of  the  grcateft  weight,  fo  the  Attic  money  v/as  of  the  fineft 
filver  of  any  in  Greece  ;  and  by  the  treaty,  the  money  was  to  be  paid  ac- 
cording t^o  both  ;  that  is,  '.he  Romans  having  co.rquered  Antiochus,  not 

onlf 
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manner  following,  that  is  to  fay,  500  talents  prefent,  2500 
when  the  fenate  Ihould  ratify  what  was  then  agreed,  and  the 
reft  in  i  2  years  time,  at  the  rate  of  1000  talents  in  each  of 
thofe  years.  And  L.  Cotta  was  fent  from  the  conful  with 
the  ambaffadors  to  Rome,  to  acquaint  the  fenate  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  there  fully  conclude  and  ratify  the  fame.  And,  a 
little  after,  the  500  talents  were  paid  the  conful  at  Ephefus, 
and  hoftages  were  given  for  the  payment  of  the  reft,  and  the 
performance  of  all  other  articles  that  were  agreed  on  ;  among 
whom,  one  was  Antiochus,  one  of  the  king's  fons,  who  afterwards 
reigned  in  Syria,  by  the  name  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes.  Han- 
nibal the  Carthaginian,  and  Thoas  the  ^tolian,  who  were  the 
chief  incentors  of  this  war,  were  alfo  demanded  of  the  Romans 
to  be  delivered  up  unto  them  on  the  making  of  the  peace. 
But  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  a  treaty  was  entered  on,  fore- 
feeing  what  would  be  the  refult  of  it,  they  both  took  care  to 
get  out  of  the  way  before  it  canne  to  a  conclufion. 

The  ^  next  year,  Cn.  Manlius  \^ulfo,  who  fucceeded  L.  Sci- 
pio  in  the  confulfhip,  coming  into  Afia  to  fucceed 
him  in  that  province,  Scipio  delivered  to  him  the  p""°  *°^ 
army,  and  with  Scipia  Africanus  his  brother  re-  planes  1^6^ 
turned  to  Rome,  where  the  peace  which  they 
made  with  Antiochus  being  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  all 
Afia  on  this  fide  Mount  Taurus  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Romans,  ^  they  reftored  the  Grecian  cities  to  their  liber- 
ties, gratified  the  Rhodians  with  the  provinces  of  Caria  and 
Lycia,  and  gave  all  the  reft  of  it,  that  had  before  belonged  to 
Antiochus,  to  Eumenes  king  of  Pergamus.  For  Eumenes  and 
the  Rhodians  having  been  their  confederates  through  this  whole 
war,  and  much  affifted  them  in  it,  they  had  thefe  countries  gi- 
ven them  for  the  reward  of  their  fervice. 

Manlius,  after  the  time  of  his  confulfhip  was  out,  being  con- 
tinued ftill  in  the  fame  province,  ^  as  proconful,  he 
there  waged  war  againft  the  Gauls  who  had  planted    ^""^  i.^?* 
themfelves  in  Afia  ;   and,  having  fubdued  them  in    planes  17^ 
feveral  battles,  and  reduced  them  to  live  orderly 

within 

only  obliged  him  to  pay  this  vaft  fam  for  this  peace,  but  alfo  made 
him  pay  it  in  talents  of  the  higheft  weight,  and  in  filver  of  the  heft  and 
fineft  ftandard  in  all  Greece.  So  that,  the  Romans  might  in  this  cafe  fay 
the  fame  to  him,  as  formerly  Brcnnus  did  to  them :  r<ie  viBisy  i.  e.  Woe 
be  to  the  conquered. 

*  Livius,  lib.  37.  Appian.  in  Syriacls. 

I'Livius.  lib.  37.  &  38.     Polyb.  Legat.  p.  818.  819.  &c.   &  p.  845. 
Died  or.  Sic.  Legat.  10.    Appian-  ibido 

^  Livius,  lib.  s?» 
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witinn  the  limits  affigned  them,  he  thereby  delivered  all  that 
country  from  the  terror  of  thofe  barbarous  people,  who  lived 
moftly  hitherto  by  harafling  and  plundering  their  neighboursj 
and  fo  quieted  all  things  in  thofe  parts,  that  thenceforth  the  em- 
pire of  the  Romans  became  thoroughly  fettled  in  all  that  coun-~ 
try,  as  far  as  the  river  Halys  on  the  one  fide,  and  Mount  Tau- 
rus on  the  other  ;  and  the  Syrian  kings  became  thenceforth  ut- 
terly excluded  from  having  any  thing  more  to  do  in  all  the 
Lefler  Afia.  Whereon  Antiochus  is  faid  to  have  exprelTed  him- 
felf ;  '^  That  he  was  much  beholden  to  the  Romans,  in  that  they 
had  thereby  eafed  him  of  the  great  care  and  trouble  which 
the  governing  of  fo  large  a  country  mufl  have  coft  him. 
Antiochus  being  at  great  difficulties  how  to  raife  the  money 

which  he  was  to  pay  the  Romans,  he  marched  into 
Anno  1S7.  ji^e  eaftern  provinces,  ^  to  gather  the  tribute  of  thofe 
ohaiiesTs'    ^^^^^^i^i^s  ^^  enable  him  to  it,  leaving  his  fon  Se- 

ieucus  (whom  he  had  declared  his  fucceffor  j  to  go- 
vern in  Syria  during  his  abfence.  On  his  coming  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Elymais,  hearing  thatthere  was  agreat  treafurein  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Belus  in  that  country,  he  feized  the  temple 
hy  night,  and  fpoiled  it  of  the  riches  that  were  laid  up  in  it ; 
whereon  the  people  of  the  country  rifmg  upon  him  for  the  re- 
venging of  this  facrilege,  flew  him  and  all  that  were  with  him. 
So  Diodorus  Siculus,  Juftin,Strabo,  and  Jerom,  relate  the  man- 
ner of  his  death  ;  but  ^  Aurelius  Vi£tor  tells  us,  that  he  was 
flain  by  fome  of  his  own  followers,  whom  he  did  beat  in  a 
drunken  fit  while  at  one  of  his  caroufals. 

He  was  a  prince  of  a  laudable  character  for  humanity,  clemen- 
cy, and  beneficence,  and  of  great  juftice  in  the  adminiftration  of 
his  government;  and,  till  the  jcth  year  of  his  life,  managed  all 
his  affairs  with  that  valour,  prudence,  and  application,  as  made 
him  to  profper  in  all  his  undertakings ;  which  defervedly  gained 
him  the  title  oi  the  Great.  But  after  that  age,  declining  in  the 
wifdom  of  his  conduct,  as  well  as  in  the  vigour  of  his  applica- 
tion, every  thing  that  he  did  afterwards  leflened  him  as  fall  as 
all  his  anions  had  aggrandized  him  before,  till  at  length,  being 
vanquiihed  by  the  Romans,  he  was  driven  out  of  the  bell 
part  of  his  dominions,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  very  hard  and 
difgraceful  terms  of  peace  ;  and  at  laft,  ending  his  life  in  a 
very  ill  and  impious  attempt,  he  went  out  in  a  llink  like  the 
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3  Cicero  pro  Dciotaro  Repc.     Val.  Maximus,  lib.  4.  c.  r. 
b  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Exccrptis  Yaiefii,  p.  291.  &  298.      Hicronymus  in 
Cap.  xi.  Danielis.  Juftin.  lib.  32.  c.  a.  Strabo,  lib.  a6.  p.  74^, 
■^  De  Viris  llludribu.s,  c.  34. 
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The  prophecies  of  Daniel,  chap.  xi.  from  the  loth  verfe  to 
the'  19th  inclufive,  refer  to  the  actions  of  this  king,  and  were 
all  fulfilled  by  thenn.  What  we  find  foretold  in  the  loth 
verfe,  was  exaflly  accompliflied  in  the  war  which  Antiochus 
made  upon  Ptolemy  Philopater,  for  the  conquering  of  Coele- 
Syria  and  Paleftine,  as  it  is  above  related,  annis  221,  220,  219, 
and  218.  In  the  i  tth  and  12th  verfes  are  foretold  the  expe- 
dition which  Philopater  made  into  Paleftine  againft  Antiochus, 
anno  217,  and  the  victory  which  he  then  got  over  him  at  Ra- 
phia.  For  there,  the  great  midtitudey  that  is,  the  great  army 
which  Antiochus  brought  thither  againft  him,  was  given  into 
his  hands  ,•  and  Ptolemy  did  cajl  downy  that  is,  flew,  many 
ihoufands  of  them,  and  diflipated  and  put  to  flight  all  the  reft; 
and  yet,  the  fame  prophecy  tells  us,  that,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  hejhould  he  Jlrengthened  by  it  ;  and  fo  it  happened.  For* 
Ptolemy,  being  wholly  given  up  to  luxury,  floth,  and  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  made  hafte  back  again  into  Egypt,  there  to  enjoy  his 
fill  of  them  after  this  vidory,  without  taking  the  advantages 
which  it  gave  him.  By  which  ill  conduiSt  he  ftirred  upfome 
of  his  people  to  fedition  and  rebellion,  and  weakened  himfelf 
in  the  aflfedion  and  efteem  of  all  the  reft,  as  is  above  related 
under  the  years  216  and  215.  What  follows,  to  the  end  of 
the  17th  verfe,  foretells  the  renewal  of  that  war  by  Antiochus 
after  certain  years  ;  that  is,  anno  203,  14  years  after  the  end- 
ing of  the  former  war  ;  when,  on  the  death  of  Philopater,  and 
the  fucceeding  of  his  infant  fon  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  in  his 
ftead,  Antiochus,  king  of  the  North,  returned  and  came  again 
into  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  for  the  recovering  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces, bringing  with  him  a  greater  multitude  than  in  the  for- 
mer war,  that  is,  ^^i\'3.\.  great  army  which  he  brought  with  him 
out  of  the  Eaft  on  his  late  return  from  thence.  What  is  faid 
in  the  14th  verfe,  that  in  thofe  times  (that  is,  in  the  firft  years 
of  the  reign  of  Epiphanes  the  king  of  the  South)  manyfJjould 
(land  up  againjl  him,  was  fully  verified  by  the  leaguing  of  the 
kings  of  Macedon  and  Syria  together,  agamft  him,  to  feize  all 
his  dominions,  and  divide  them  between  them  ;  by  the  fedition 
of  Agathocles,  Agathoclea,  and  Tlepolemus,  to  invade  his 
royal  pov*'er,  and  by  the  confpiracy  of  Scopas  utterly  to  ex- 
tinguifti  it,  and  feize  the  kingdom  for  himfelf;  all  which  are 
above  related  to  have  happened  in  thefe  times.  And  the  fame 
prophecy  tells  us,  tiiat  in  thofe  fame  times  many  violators  of 
the  law  among  the  people  of  the  prophet,  that  is,  the  Jews  apofta- 
tizing  from  the  law,  IhouJd  exalt  themfelves,  that  is,  under  the 
favour  of  liie  king  of  tlie  South ;  for  the  pleafmg  of  whom,  they 
Hiould  forfake  their  God  and  their  holy  religion ;  but  that 

they 
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they  JJyould  fall  and  be  cut  off,  i.  e.  by  Anliochus  ;  and  fo  it 
carne  to  pafs ;  for  Antiochus,  having,  anno  iq8,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Judea  and  Jerufalem,  did  cut  off  or  drive  from  thence 
all  thofe  of  Ptolemy's  party  who  had  thus  far  given  themfelves 
up  to  him,  but  ihewed  particular  favour  to  thofe  Jews,  who, 
perfevering  in  the  obfervance  of  their  law,  would  not  comply 
with  any  propofals  of  the  king  of  Egypt  to  apoftatize  from 
it.  In  the  15th  verfe,  the  holy  prophet  forelhews  the  victo- 
ry, by  which  Antiochus,  the  king  of  the  Norths  fliould  make 
himfelf  again  mailer  of  Coele-Syria  and  Palefiine,  that  is,  how 
he  fliould  come  again  into  thofe  provinces,  and  cad  up  mounts 
againjl  the  mojl  fenced  cities  in  them,  and  take  them  ;  and  this 
he  did  in  the  year  198.  For  having  then  vanquiflied  the  king 
of  Egypt's  army  at  Paneas,  he  befieged  and  took,  firft  Sidon, 
and  next  Gaza,  and  then  all  the  other  cities  of  thofe  provin- 
ces ;  and  made  himfelf  thorough  mafter  of  the  whole  country. 
For  although  the  king  of  Egypt  fent  an  army  againft  him  of 
his  cho fen  people,  that  is,  of  his  choiceft  troops,  and  under  the 
command  of  his  beft  generals,  yet  they  could  not  prevail,  or 
have  any  firength  to  "joithfland  him,  but  w-ere  vanquiflied  and 
repulfed  by  them ;  fo  that  as  the  prophet  proceeds  to  tell  us 
in  the  i6th  verfe,  he  did  accordi?ig  to  his  will  in  all  Coele-Sy- 
ria and  Paleftine,  and,  none  could  there  fiand  before  him.  And, 
on  the  fubjecling  of  thefe  provinces  to  him,  the  fame  prophe- 
tic text  goes  on  to  tell  us,  That  he  Jhould  fiand  in  the  glo' 
rious  landy  and  that  it  fhould  he  confumed  hy  his  hand  ;  and  fo 
accordingly  it  came  to  pafs.  For,  on  his  fubduing  Paleftine, 
he  entered  into  Judea,  the  glorious  land ;  which  was  a  part  of 
Paleftine,  and  there  eftabliflaed  his  authority,  and  made  it 
there  firmly  to  fiand,  after  he  had  expelled  out  of  the  caftle 
of  Jerufalem  the  garrifon  which  Scopas  had  left  there.  But, 
that  garrifon  having  made  fuch  refiftance,  that  Antiochus  was 
forced  to  go  thither  with  all  his  army  to  reduce  it ;  and  the  fiege 
continuing  fome  time,  it  happened  hereby,  that  the  country 
was  eaten  up  and  confumed  by  the  foraging  of  the  foldiers  ; 
and  Jerufalem  fafFered  fuch  damage  during  the  liege  of  the 
caftle,  both  from  the  befieged  and  the  beiiegers,  that  it  was 
near  ruined  by  it  j  which  fully  appears  from  the  decree  which 
Antiochus  afterwards  granted  the  Jews  for  repairing  of  their 
demoliftied  city,  and  the  reftoring  of  it  from  the  ruinous  con- 
dition into  which  it  was  then  reduced.  This  decree  was  di- 
rected to  Ptolemy,  one  of  Antiochus's  lieutenants,  and  who 
i"hen  feems  to  have  been  his  governor  in  that  province ;  and  it 
is  ftill  extant  *  in  Jofcphus.*     In  the  17th  verfe  is  foretold, 

how 
'  Antiq.  lib.  is.  c.  3. 
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how  that  when  Antlochus  was  ready  to  have  entered  Egypt, 
with  thejirength  of  his  whole  kingdom,  he  made  an  agreement 
with  Ptolemy  to  give  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  corrupting 
her,  that  is,  with  ill  principles,  to  betray  her  hufband  to  him, 
and  thereby  make  him  mafter  of  Egypt.  For  »  Jerom  tells 
us,  this  match  was  made  with  this  fradulent  delign.  ^VLt,Jhe 
did  not  Jland  on  hisjide^  neither  was  for  him,  but,  when  mar- 
ried to  King  Ptolemy,  forfook  the  intereft  of  her  father,  and 
wholly  embraced  that  of  her  hufband  ;  and  therefore  we  find 
her  joining  with  him  ^  in  an  embafly  to  the  Romans,  for  the 
congratulating  of  their  viftory  gained  by  Acilius  at  the  ftraits 
of  Thermopylae  over  her  own  father.  The  i8th  verfe  tells  us  of 
Antiochus's  turning  of  his  face  unto  the  ijles,  and  his  taking  of 
many  of  them  ;  and  fo  accordingly  it  was  done.  For,  after  ha- 
ving finifhed  the  war  in  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  anno  1 97, 
he  fent  two  of  his  fons  with  his  army  by  land  to  Sardis,  and 
he  himfelf,  with  a  great  fleet,  at  the  fame  time  failed  into  the 
^gean  fea,  and  there  took  in  many  of  the  iflands  in  it,  and 
extended  his  power  and  dominion  much  in  thofe  parts,  till  at 
length  the  prince  of  the  people  to  ivhom  he  had  offered  reproach 
by  that  invafion,  that  is,  Lucius  Scipio  the  Roman  conful, 
made  the  reproach  turn  upon  him,  by  overthrowing  him  in  the 
battle  at  Mount  Sipylus,  and  driving  him  out  of  all  Lef- 
fer  Afia.  This  forced  him,  according  to  what  is  foretold  in 
the  19th  verfe,  to  return  to  the  fort  of  his  own  land,  that  is, 
to  Antioch,  the  chief  feat  and  fortrefs  of  his  kingdom.  From 
whence,  going  into  the  eallern  provinces  to  gather  money  to 
pay  the  Romans,  he  fumbled  and  fell,  a?id  was  no  more  found, 
as  the  facred  text  exprelTeth  it ;  that  is,  on  his  attempting  to 
rob  the  temple  in  Elymais,  he  failed  in  his  defign,  and  was 
cut  off  and  flain  in  it ;  ,  fo  that  he  returned  not  into  Syria,  or 
was  any  more  found  there. 

In  the  year  that  Antiochus  died,  Cleopatra  his  daughter,  queen 
of  Egypt,  bore  unto  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  her  hufband  ^  a  fon, 
who  reigned  after  him  in  Egypt  by  the  name  of  Ptolemy  Philo- 
metor.  Hereon,  '^  all  the  great  men  and  prime  nobility  of  Coe- 
le-Syria and  Paleftine  haftened  to  Alexandria,  to  congratulate 
the  king  and  queen,  and  make  them  thofe  prefents  which  were 
ufual  on  fuch  an  occafion.  But  Jofeph  (who,  on  the  reftoration 
of  thofe  provinces  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  was  again  reflored 

to 

*  In  Comment,  ad  Cap.  xi.  Daniclis. 
t>  Livlus,  lib.  37. 

*=  He  was  fix  years  old  when  his  father  died ;  and  therefore  mult  have 
been  born  this  year. 
<^  Jofeph.  lib  I  J.  c.  4. 
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to  his  oiEce  of  colle6ling  the  king's  revenues  in  them)  being 
^  too  old  to  take  on  him  fuch  a  journey  himfelf,  fent  Hyrca- 
nus  his  fon  to  make  his  compliment  in  his  ftead.  This  Hyr- 
canus  was  the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  but,  being  of  the  quickeft 
parts  and  bed  underftanding  of  them  all,  was  beft  qualified  for 
this  employment.  The  hiflory  of  his  birth  is  very  remarkable; 
it  is  told  at  large  by  Jofephus  in  the  12th  book  of  his  antiqui- 
ties, ^  in  manner  as  foUoweth  : 

Jofeph,  in  the  time  of  the  former  Ptolemy,  father  of  Epi- 
phanes,  going  to  Alexandria  on  his  occafions  (as  he  frequent- 
ly had  fuch  there,  while  colleftor  of  the  king's  revenues  in 
Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine),  Solymius  his  brother  accompanied 
him  in  the  journey,  and  carried  with  him  a  daughter  of  his, 
with  intent,  on  his  coming  to  Alexandria,  to  marry  her  to  fome 
Jew  of  that  place  whom  he  fliould  find  of  quality  fuitable  for 
her.  Jofeph,  on  his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  going  to  court,  and 
there  fupping  with  the  king,  fell  defperately  in  love  with  a 
young  beautiful  damfel  whom  he  law  dancing  before  the  king, 
and  not  being  able  to  matter  his  inordinate  paflion,  he  commu- 
nicated it  to  his  brother,  and  defired  him,  if  poffible,  to  procure 
for  him  the  enjoyment  of  this  young  woman,  and  in  as  fecret 
a  manner  as  he  could,  becaufe  of  the  fin  and  lliame  that  would 
attend  fuch  an  ad  ;  which  Solymius  undertaking,  put  his  own 
daughter  to  bed  to  him.  Jofeph  having  drunk  well  over  night, 
perceived  not  that  it  was  his  niece ;  and,  having  in  the  fame 
fecret  manner,  accompanied  with  her  feveral  times  without  dif- 
covering  the  deceit,  and  being  every  time  more  and  more  ena- 
moured with  her,  ftlU  fuppofing  her  to  be  the  dancer,  he  at 
length  made  his  moan  to  his  brother,  lamenting  that  his  love 
had  taken  fach  deep  root  in  his  heart ;  that,  he  fearing  he 
fhould  never  be  able  to  get  it  out,  and  that  his  grief  was, 
that  the  '^  Jewifli  law  would  not  permit  him  to  marry  her, 
(he  being  an  alien  ;  and,  if  it  would,  <^  the  king  would  never 
grant  her  unto  him.  Hereon,  his  brother  difcovered  to  him 
the  whole  matter,  telling  him,  that  he  might  take  to  wife  the 

woman 

^  For  ftippormg  Jofeph  to  have  been  30  years  old,  when  he  firfl;  went 
to  the  court  of  King  Ptolemy  Eucrgctes,  and  older  he  could  not  then 
be  according  to  Jofephus;  for  he  faith  he  was  then  v/oc  ?*«  T«vwxix/av,  1'.  e.  as 
yet  a  young  man,  he  would  now  have  been  69.  This  alfo  proves  that  it 
could  not  be  earlier  that  Hyrcanus  was  fent  on  this  embTfly ;  for  then 
Jofeph  would  not  have  been  pad  the  age  of  going  himfelf;  and  all 
things  ellc  prove  it  could  not  be  later. 

t>Cap.  4. 

^  Exod.  xxxiv.  16.  Deut.  vii.  3.  x  Kings  xi.  a.  Ezra  ix.  10.  Neh.  x, 
30.  &  xiii.  2?. 

d  Perchance  this  dancer  was  that  Agathoclea  which  that  king,  i.  r* 
Ptoleoiy  Philopatcr,  fo  much  doted  upon. 
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woman  with  whom  he  had  fo  often  accompanied,  and  was  ib 
much  enamoured  of,  and  lawfully  enjoy  her  as  much  as  he 
pleafed:  for  flie  whom  he  had  put  to  bed  to  him  was  his  own 
'daughter:  that,  he  had  chofen  rather  to  do  this  wrong  to  his 
own  child,  than  fuffer  him  to  do  fo  ihameful  and  linful  a  thing, 
as  to  join  himfelf  to  a  ft  range  woman,  which  their  holy  law 
forbad.  Jofeph,  being  much  furprifed  at  this  difcovery,  and  as 
much  afFeded  with  his  brother's  kindnefa  to  him,  exprefled 
himfelf  with  all  the  thankfulnefs  which  fo  great  an  obligation 
deferved,  and  forthwith  took  the  young  woman  to  wife  ;  and 
of  her  the  next  year  after  was  born  Hyrcanus.  For,  according 
to  the  Jewifh  law,  an  uncle  might  marry  his  niece,  though  an 
'  aunt  could  not  her  nephew  ;  for  which  the  Jewlfti  writers 
give  this  reafon,  that  the  aunt  being,  in  refpe61:  of  the  nephew, 
in  the  fame  degree  with  the  father  or  mother  in  the  line  of  de- 
fcent,  hath  naturally  a  fuperioiity  above  him  ;  and  therefore, 
for  him  to  make  her  his  wife,  and  thereby  bring  her  down  to 
be  in  a  degree  below  him  (as  all  wives  are  in  refpeft  of  their 
hufbands),  would  be  to  difturb  and  invert  the  order  of  nature  : 
but,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  done  where  the  uncle  marries 
the  niece ;  for,  in  tliis  cafe,  both  keep  the  fame  degree  and  order 
which  they  were  in  before,  without  any  mutation  in  it. 

Jofeph  had  by  another  wife  feven  other  fons,  all  elder  than 
Hyrcanus,  to  each  of  which  he  offered  this  commillion  of  go- 
ing from  him  to  the  Egyptian  court,  on  the  occafion  mentioned: 
but  they  having  all  refufed  it,  Hyrcanus  undertook  it,  though 
he  was  then  a  very  young  man,  not  being  above  20,  if  fo  much. 
And,  having  perfuadcd  his  father  not  to  fend  his  prefents  from 
Judea,  but  to  enable  him,  on  his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  to  buy 
there  fuch  curiofities  for  the  king  and  queen,  as  when  on  the 
fpot  he  ihould  find  would  be  molt  acceptable  to  them,  he  ob- 
tained from  him  letters  of  credit  to  Arion  his  agent  at  Alex- 
andria, by  whofe  hands  he  returned  the  king's  taxes  into  his 
treafury,  to  furnifh  him  with  money  for  this  parpofe,  without 
limiting  the  fum,  reckoning  that  about  ten  talents  would  be 
the  moft  he  would  need.  But  Hyrcanus,  on  his  arrival  at  Alex- 
andria, taking  the  advantage  of  his  father's  unlimited  order, 
inftead  of  10  talents  demanded  1000 ;  and  having  forced  Arion 
(who  had  then  30CO  talents  of  Jofeph's  money  in  his  hands)  to 
pay  him  that  whole  fum,  which  amounted  to  above  200,000 
pounds  of  our  money,  be  bought  ico  beautifu:  boys  for  the 
king,  and  100  beautiful  young  maids  for  the  queen,  at  the 
price  of  a  talent  a  head :  and  when  he  prefented  them,  they 
carried  each  a  talent  in  thcr  hands,  the  boys  for  the  king,  and 

Vol.  hi.  L  the 
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the  young  maids  for  the  queen  ;  fo  that  this  article  alone  coft 
him  400  talents.  Some  part  of  the  reft  he  expended  in  valuable 
gifts  to  the  courtiers  and  great  officers  about  the  king,  keep- 
ing the  remainder  to  his  own  ufe.  By  which  means  having 
procured  in  an  high  degree  the  favour  of  the  king  and  queen, 
and  their  whole  court,  he  returned  with  a  commiffion  to  be 
coUeftor  of  the  king's  revenues  in  all  the  country  beyond  Jor- 
dan. For  having  thus  over- reached  his  father,  he  made  all  the 
intereft  which  Jofeph  formerly  had  in  the  Egyptian  court,  to 
devolve  from  him  upon  himfeif,  and  got  into  his  hands  alfo  the 
befl  of  his  eftate  ;  which  exceedingly  angering  his  brothers, 
who  were  before  ill-afFefled  towards  him,  they  confpired  to 
way-lay  him,  and  cut  him  off  as  he  returned,  having  their  fa- 
ther's connivance,  if  not  his  confent,  for  the  fame;  fo  much  was 
he  angered  againft'him  by  what  he  had  done  in  Egypt.  But 
Hyrcanus  coming  well  attended  with  foldiers,  to  affift  him  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  got  the  better  of  them  in  the  affault 
which  they  made  upon  him;  and  two  of  his  brothers  were  left 
dead  upon  the  fpot :  but,  on  his  coming  to  Jerufalem,  finding 
his  father  exceedingly  exafperated  againft  him,  both  for  his 
conduct  in  Egypt,  and  the  death  of  his  brothers  on  his  return, 
and  that  for  this  reafon  no  one  there  would  own  him,  he  paffed 
over  Jordan,  and  there  entered  on  his  office  of  coUefting  the 
king's  revenues  in  thofe  parts.  A  little  after  this  Jofeph  died, 
and  thereon  a  war  commenced  between  Hyrcanus  and  the  fur- 
viving  brothers  about  their  father's  eftate;  which  for  fome  time 
difturbed  the  peace  of  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem.  But  the  high 
prieft  and  the  generality  taking  part  with  the  brothers,  he  was 
forced  again  to  retreat  over  Jordan,  w^here  he  built  a  very  flrong 
caftle  which  he  called  1  yre;  from  whence  he  made  war  upon 
the  neighbouring  Arabs,  infefting  them  with  incurfions  and  de- 
predations for  fev  en  years  together.  This  was  while  Seleucus 
Philopater,  the  fon  of  Antiochus  the  Great,  reigned  in  Syria. 
But,  when  Antiochus  Epiphanes  fucceeded  Seleucus,  and  had 
inftated  himfeif  in  Ccele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Syrian  empire,  Hyrcanus  being  threatened 
by  him  with  his  wrath  for  his  conduct  in  this  and  other  mat- 
ters, for  fear  of  him  fell  on  his  own  fword  and  flew  himfeif. 
Some  time  before  his  death,  he  feems  to  have  recovered  the  fa- 
vour of  Onias  the  high  prieil,  and  to  have  had  him  wholly  in 
his  intereft :  for  he  took  his  treafure  into  his  charge,  ^  and 
laid  it  up  in  the  treafury  of  the  temple,  there  tofecure  it  from 
him  ;  and,  in  his  anfwer  to  Heliodorus,  he  faith  of  him,  that  he 
was  a  ^  man  of  ^reat  dignity.     And  Onias's  favouring  him 

thus 

•  a  Maccab.  iii.  11.  b  2  Maccab.  ibid. 


BOOK   11.  THE   OLD    AND   NEW  TESTAMENT.  153 

thus  far,  might  perchance  be  the  true  caufe  of  that  breach,  * 
which  happened  between  him  and  S  mon  the  governor  of  the 
teniple  ;  who,  upon  good  reafon,  is  fuppoft^d  to  have  been  the 
eldeft  of  the  brothers  of  Hyrcanus,  and  the  head  of  the  faruily 
of  the  Tobiadae  (or  tiie  fons  of  ^  Tobias).  And,  it  is  moll 
likely,  this  provoked  him  to  lay  that  defign  of  betraying  the 
treafury  of  the  temp  e  into  ihe  hands  of  the  king  of  Syria, 
which  we  ihall  by  and  by  fpeak  of,  that  fo  Hyrcauus  might 
lofe  what  he  had  depofited  in  it. 

After  the  death  of  Antiochus  the  Great,  Seleucus  Philopater, 
his  eldeft  fon,  whom  he  left  at  Antioch  on  his  de- 
parture thence  into  the  eaft,  ^  fucceeded  him  in    ^J^"°i.^^' 
L     I  •      J         1  J  c  •     •     1        Ptol.  Epu 

the  kingdom,  but  made  a  very  poor  fagure  m  it,  by    planes  io« 

reafon  of  the  low  ftate  whicli  the  Romans  had  re- 
duced the  Syrian  empire  to,  and  the  heavy  tribute  of  looo  ta- 
lents a-year,  which,  through  the  whole  time  of  his  reign,  he 
was  obliged  to  pay  them,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  lately  granted 
by  them  to  his  fatlier. 

Ptolemy  '^  had  hitherto  managed  his  government  with  ap- 
probation and  applsufe,  being  till  now  dire6led  in  all  tilings  by 
the  counfel  and  advice  of  Ariftomenes  his  chief  minifter,  who 
was  as  a  father  unto  him.  But  at  length,  the  flatteries  of  his 
courtiers  prevailing  over  the  wife  counfels  of  this  able  minifter^ 
he  began  to  deviate  into  all  the  vicious  and  evil  courfes  of  his 
father ;  and,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  freedom  with  which 
Ariftomenes  frequently  advifed  him  to  a  better  condufl,  he 
made  him  away  by  a  cup  of  poifon,  and  then  gave  himfelf  up 
with  a  full  fwing  into  all  manner  of  vicious  plealures  ;  and  this 
led  him  into  as  great  mifcarriages  in  the  government ;  for 
thenceforth,  inftead  of  that  clemency  and  juftice  with  which  he 
had  hitherto  governed  the  kmgdom,  he  turned  all  into  tyranny 
and  cruelty,  conducting  himfelf,  in  all  things  that  he  did,  by 
nothing  elfe  but  by  corrupt  will  and  arbitrary  pleafure. 

The  ^  Egyptia  s,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  grievances 
which  they  fuffered  under  this  great  mal-admini- 
ilration  of  their  king,  began  to  combine  and  make  p"^^/^^° 
aflbciations  againft  him;  and,  being  headed  by  many  pj^ancs  ao" 
ofthegreaieft  power  in  the  land,  formed  defign s 
for  the  depofing  of  him  from  his  throne,  and  had  very  near 
fucceeded  in  it. 

L  2  For 

*  a  Maccab.  iii.  4,  5.  &c. 

b  This  Tobias  was  the  father  of  Jofeph,  and  grandfather  of  Hyrcanus^. 

*  Appian.  in  Syriacis,  '  Qn\  de  eo  dicit,  quod  eiat  otiofus,  ncc  ad- 
modum  potens  propter  clade  n  quam  p  iter  acceperat,' 

d  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Exccrptis  Valefii,  p.  294, 

*  Diodor.  ibid. 
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For  the  extricating  himfelf  out  of  thefe  troubles,  he  made 
^  Polycrates  his  chief  minlfter,  who  was  a  wnfe  and 
Pt^*l**F         "^^^^^"^  man,  and  long  experienced  in  all  the  affairs 
phanes  %i,    ^°^^  °^  ^^^  ^"^  peace  ;    for  he  had  been  one  of  his 
father's  generals  in  the  battle  of  Raphia;  and  much 
of  that  viftorj  which  was  there  gained  was  owing  unto  him. 
After  that  he  had  been  governor  of  Cyprus,  and,  coming  from 
thence  to  Alexandria,  juft  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  Sccpas,  he  had  a  great  hand  in  the  fupprefling  of  it. 
By  his  means,  Ptolemy  ^  having  fubdued   the   levolters, 
brought  many  of  their  leaders  (who  were  of  the 
p  'J^  p^^'    chief  nobility  of  his  kingdom)  upon  terms  of  accom- 
phanes  a*',    n^odation  to  fubmit  to  him  ;  but,  when  he  had  got- 
ten them  into  his  power,  he  broke  his  faith  with 
them.     For,  after  having  treated   them  with  great  cruelty, 
caufed  them  all  to  be  put  to  death  ;  which  bafe  adion  involved 
him  in  new  difficulties,  but  the  wifdom  of  Polycrates  extri- 
cated him  out  of  all. 

Agifipolis,  who,  on  the  death  of  Cleomenes,  had  been  in  his 
infancy  declared  king  of  Lacedemon,  being  flain  by  pirates  in 
a  voyage  which  he  was  making  to  Rome,  *>  Archbifhop  Ufher 
thinks  that  Areus,  a  noble  Lacedemonian,  much  fpoken  of  in 
thofe  times,  had  the  title  of  King  of  Lacedemon,  after  him, 
and  that  from  him  was  fent  that  letter  to  Onias  the  high  priefl 
of  the  Jews,  ^  in  which  the  Lacedemonians  claimed  kindred 
with  the  Jews,  and  delired  friendfhip  with  them  on  this  ac- 
count. Jofephus  indeed  **  faith,  that  this  letter  was  written  to 
Onias  the  fon  of  Simon,  who  was  the  third  of  that  name  that 
was  high  priefl  at  Jerufalem;  but  it  is  hard  in  his  time  to  find 
an  Areus  king  of  Lacedemon.  For  Archbifhop  Ufher's  con- 
jecture will  not  do  ;  that  Areus,  on  whom  he  would  fix  the 
title  of  King  of  Lacedemon,  for  the  fathering  of  this  letter  to 
Onias,  is  no  where  f^id  to  be  fo,  neither  is  it  any  way  likely 
that  he  ever  had  that  title;  for  before  his  time  both  the  royal 
families  of  the  kings  of  Lacedemon  had  failed  and  become  ex- 
tinct; and  the  government  there,  which  had  for  fome  time  be- 
fore been  invaded  by  tyrants,  was  then  turned  into  another 
form.  And  befides,  Jonathan,  in  his  letter  to  the  Lacedemo- 
nians, I  Maccab.  xii.  lo.  wherein  he  makes  mention  of  this 
letter  of  Areus,  faitli,  That  there  was  a  lo7igtime  pajjedjinceit 
had  heenfent  unto  the?7i,  which  could  not  have  been  faid  by 
Jonathan  in  refpedt  of  the  time  in  which  Onias  the  third  was 

high 
'  Polybiur,  in  Exccrptis  Vakfii,  p.  T15. 
t>  Annales  Veteris  Tt-ftamenti,  fub  anno  J.  P.  4531. 
*^  I  Maccab.  12.  c.  5. 
d  Lib.  13.  c.  4» 
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high  priefl  ;  fince,  from  the  death  of  that  Onias,  to  the  time 
that  Jonathan'  was  made  prince  of  the  Jews,  there  had  pafTed 
no  more  than  12  years.  It  is  moft  likely  Jofeph us  miftook 
the  Onias  to  whom  this  letter  vvas  directed,  and  afcribed  that 
to  Oaias  the  third,  which  was  done  only  in  the  time  of  Onias 
the  firft.  For,  ^  while  Onias,  the  firft  of  that  name,  the  foil 
of  Jaddua,  was  high  pricll  of  the  Jews,  there  was  an  Areus 
king  of  Lacedemon,  and  from  him  moll  likely  it  was,  that 
this  letter  was  written.  But  the  greateft  difficulty  as  to  this 
letter  is  to  know  on  what  foundation  the  Lacedemonians  claim- 
ed kindred  with  the  Jews.  Areus  faith  in  his  letter.  That  it 
•was  found  in  a  certain  writings  that  the  Lacedemonians  and  the 
Jews  were  brethren^  and  that  they  were  both  of  the  flock  of 
Abraha7n,  But  what  this  writing  was,  or  how  this  pedigree 
mentioned  in  it  w^as  to  be  made  out,  is  not  faid.  No  doubt, 
it  was  from  fome  old  fabulous  ftory  now  loft  ;  learned  men 
having  been  offering  feveral  conjeclures  for  the  making  out  of 
this  matter,  but  all  fo  lame  as  not  to  be  worth  relating. 

Ptolemy  having  fuppreffed  his  rebellious  fubje^ls  at  home, 
projected  a  war  abroad  againft  Seleucus  king  of 
Syria.  But,  ^  as  he  was  laying  his  defigns  for  it,  p.""°p^^* 
one  of  his  chief  commanders  alked  him,  Where  he  lometor  i, 
would  have  money  to  carry  it  on  ?  To  this  he  an- 
fwered.  That  his  friends  were  his  money  ;  from  whence  many 
of  the  chief  men  about  him  inferring,  that  he  intended  to  take 
their  money  from  them  for  the  carrying  on  of  this  war ;  for 
the  preventing  of  if,  procured  poiCon  to  be  given  him,  whieh 
did  put  an  end  to  this  projeft  and  his  life  together,  after  he 
had  reigned  24  years,  and  lived  29.  Ptolemy  Philometor  his 
fon,  an  infant  of  fix  years  old,  fucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom, 
under  the  guardianftiip  of  Cleopatra  his  mother. 

Perfeus,  having  fucceeded  his  father  Philip  in  the  kingdom 
of  Macedon,  '^  married  Laodice  the  daughter  of  Se- 
leucus king  of  Syria;  and  the  Rhodians  with  their  p^^^'^pj^?' 
whole  fleet  conduced  her  from  Syria  into  Macedon.  lo^nctor  4' 
In  their  way  thither  they  flopped  at  Delus,  an 
illand  in  the  Egean  fea,  facred  to  Apollo,  where  he  had  a 
temple  ere<5ted  to  him,  which,  next  that  at  Delphos,  was  reck- 
oned to  be  of  the  greateft  note  in  all  Greece.  While  the  fleet 
lay  there,  Laodice  having  made  many  offerings  to  the  temple, 
and  given  many  gifts  to  the  people  of  the  place,  they,  in  ac- 
L  3  knowledgement 

'  Vide  Scaligeri  Animadverliones  in  Eufebii  Chronicon,  p.  139.  &: 
Canonum  Ifagog.  lib.  3.  p.  340. 
b  Hieronymus  in  Cap.  xi.  Dinlelis. 
^  Polyb.  Lcgat.  60.  p.  88a.    Livius,  lib.  4a. 
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knowlef^gemert  hereof  there  erefted  a  ftatue  to  her,  on  the 
ped?ftal   whereof  was   engraven  this  infcription,  *0  ASyttft?  t«> 

AnX/ftJV  Bflt(r<X/W«y  Ket^Ut't  "BxffiXiUi;  "ZlMvKit,  yvvecTKX  3  BacrtXia?  Ui^ff'wg^ 
tf^£T«?  £vjK«»  t^  iv(riQeiu<;  rvt?  "Tri^t  to  n^ov  t^  ivvoiccg  9r^o$  to»  AJi/itov  rav 
AnXi'ay.  i.e.  /  he  peohle  of  Delus  ereSied  this  for  ^uten  Laodice, 
the  daughter  of  King  Seleucus,  and  the  wife  of  King  PerfeuSf 
hecaufe  of  her  virtue,  and  of  her  piety  to  the  temple ^  and  her  be^ 
neficence  to  the  people  of  Delus.  Ttie  marble  whereon  this  in- 
fcription was  engraven  is  ftill  extant  among  the  Arundel 
marbles  at  Oxford,  from  whence  it  was  publiftied  by  me  among 
the  Marmora  Oxonienjia,  Num.  142.  p.  276. 

Simon  a  Benjamite  being  made  *  governor  and  proteftor 
of  the  temple  at  Jerufalem  (which  office  he  feems 
Pt"^  VJf  *  ^^  ^^"vt  had  from  the  death  of  Jofeph,  and  was 
mctor  c!  °"  ^^°^  probably  ^  one  of  his  fois"^,  differences  arofe  be- 
tween liim  and  Onias  the  high  pried  ^  and  when 
he  found  that  he  qould  not  prevail  againft  O  ias,  he,  with  the 
reft  of  tlie  fons  of  Tobias,  fled  from  Jerufalem,  and  went  to 
Apollonius,  who  was  governor  of  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftinc 
for  Seleucus  king  of  Syria,  and  told  him  of  great  treafures 
which,  he  fa'd,  were  laid  up  in  the  temple  at  Jerufalem  ; 
"whereon  Apollonius  informing;  the  king,  Hi-liodorus  his 
treafurer  was  feit  to  make  feizure  of  it,  and  briiig  it  to  An- 
tioch.  How  the  hand  of  God  appeared  in  a  very  miraculous 
manner  againft  Heliodorus  in  this  facrilegious  attempt,  is  at 
large  related  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Mac- 
cabees. However,  ^  Simon  ftill  carrying  on  his  malice 
againft  Onias,  and  murders  having  been  thereon  committed 
by  thofe  of  his  faflion,  and  Apollonius  encouraging  him 
herein,  Onias  went  to  Antioch  to  make  complaint  to  the 
king  of  thefe  violences ;  but  he  had  not  been  there  long  ere 
the  king  died. 

It  hath  been  above  related,  that  when  Antiochus  the  Great,, 
the  father  of  Seleucus,  made  peace  with  the  Romans  after  the 
battle  of  Mount  Sipylus,  aaiong  other  hoftages  which  were  then 
given  for  tlie  obfervance  of  that  peace,  one  was  Antiochus  the 
king's  fon,  and  younger  brother  to  Seleucus.  He  having  been  now 
13  years  at  Rome,  '^  Seleucus  had  a  delire  to  have  him  home : 
and  therefore,  for  the  redeeming  of  him,  he  fent  Demetrius  his 
only  fon,  then  about  12  years  old,  to  be  there  in  his  ftead  by 
ivay  of  exchange  for  him.     Whether  he  did  this,  as  *  fome 

moderns 

•  a  Ma^cab.  iii.  4.  ^  a  Maccab.  iv. 

t>  Vidf  Grotium  in  Annota-  d  Appi^n  in  Syriacis. 

tionibus  ad  terlio  C-ip.  a.  Li-  ^  Salianus  fub  Anni  Mundi  3870. 
bri  Maccab,  ver.  4. 
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moderns  think,  that  his  fon  might  have  the  benefit  of  a  Ro- 
man education,  or  that  he  might  make  ufe  of  Antlochus  for 
the  executing  of  fome  defi^ns  he  might  then  have  upon  Egypt, 
during  the  minority  of  Philometor,  as  ^  is  conjeftured  by 
others,  or  for  fome  other  reafon  different  from  both,  is  not 
faid  in  any  authentic  hiftory  of  thofe  times.  While  both  the 
next  heirs  of  the  crown  were  thus  abfent  (Demetrius  being 
gone  for  Rome,  and  Antiochus  not  yet  returned  from  thence), 
Heliodorus  the  king's  treafurer,  the  fame  that  had  been  fent 
to  rob  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  thinking  this  a  fit  opportu- 
nity for  him  to  ufurp  the  crown,  were  Seleucus  out  of  the 
way,  ^  caufed  poifon  to  be  treacheroufly  given  him,  of  which 
he  died. 

It  appears  from  the  third  and  fourth  chapters  of  the  fecond 
Maccabees,  and  alfo  from  ^  Jofephus,  that  Seleucus  had  been 
in  pofTeffion  of  Coele-Syria,  Phoenicia,  and  Judea,  fome  time 
before  his  death.  For  Apollonius  was  governor  of  thofe 
provinces  for  him,  and  Heliodorus  was  fent  to  Jerufalem, 
by  his  commiffion,  when  he  would  have  there  feized  the 
treafure  of  the  temple  for  his  ufe  5  and  Onias,  when  oppreffed 
by  Simon  the  Benjamite  and  his  fadion,  applied  himfelf  to 
Seleucus  king  of  Syria,  and  not  to  Ptolemy  king  of  Egypt, 
for  redrefs  of  his  grievances  :  all  which  plainly  proves,  that 
Seleucus  was  then  in  pofTeffion  of  the  fovereignty  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces ;  but  how  he  came  by  it  is  no  where  faid  in  hiflory. 
After  the  battle  of  Paneas,  it  is  certain  Antiochus  the  Great 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  Coele-Syria  and  Palefline,  and  ut- 
terly excluded  Ptolemy  from  the  fovereignty,  which,  till  then, 
the  Egyptian  kings  had  in  tliofe  provinces,  liut,  when  the 
fame  Antiochus  married  his  daughter  Cleopatra  to  Ptolemy 
Epiphanes,  he  agreed  to  reflore  them  to  him  by  way  of  dowry 
with  her,  referving  to  himfelf  one  half  of  the  revenues  of  thofe 
provinces.  And,  if  they  were  then  reflored  to  Ptolemy,  the 
queftion  arifeth  herefrom.  How  then  came  Seleucus  to  be 
poffeffed  of  them  ?  By  what  we  find  in  ^  Polybius,  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  this  agreement  was  never  faithfully  execu- 
ted either  by  Antiochus  or  by  Seleucus  his  fon  ;  but  tliat 
both  of  them  held  thefe  provinces,  notwithflanding  that  ar- 
ticle of  the  marriage,  whereby  it  was  agreed  to  furrender 
them  to  the  Egyptian  king.  For  that  author  ^  tells  us, 
That,  from  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Paneas,  where  Antio- 
chus vanquifhed  Scopas  and  the  Egyptian  army,  all  parts  of 

L  4  hQ 

*  VailUnt  in  Hift.  Regum  Syrias. 
^  Appian.  in  Syriacis. 

*  In  Libro  ds  Maccab.  c.  4. 
•'•Legat.  71.  p.  893. 
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the  above-mentioned  provinces  were  fubjed  to  the  king  of  Sy- 
ria, And  he  alfo  tells  us,  That  Antiochus  Epiphanes  (who 
fucceeded  Seleucus),  in  an  anfwer  which  he  gave  to  the  ambaf- 
fadors  that  came  to  him  from  Greece  to  compofe  the  differences 
that  were  between  him  and  King  Ptolemy  Philometor,  *  de- 
nied, that  Antiochus  his  father  ever  agreed  to  furrender  Ccele- 
Syria  to  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  on  his  marrying  of  his  daughter  to 
him ;  which  may  feem  to  infer,  that  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine, 
notwithllanding  the  faid  agreement,  were  ftill  retained  in  the 
poffeflion  of  the  Syrian  kings.  But  what  Jofephus  ^  faith  of 
Hyrcanus's  journey,  to  congratulate  King  Ptolemy  Epiphanes, 
and  Cleopatra  his  queen,  on  the  birth  of  Riilometor  their  fon, 
and  the  flocking  of  the  nobles  of  Coele-Syria  thither  on  the 
fame  account,  is  a  clear  proof  of  the  contrary,  that  is,  that 
Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine  were  then  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  Egyp- 
tian king,  by  what  means  foever  it  afterwards  became  that  he 
was  put  out  of  it.  It  is  moft  likely,  that  Seleucus,  having  juft 
caufe  of  war  given  him  by  the  preparations  that  Ptolemy  Epi- 
phanes was  making  againft  him  at  the  time  of  his  death,  took 
the  advantage  *^  of  the  minority  of  Philometor  his  fon,  to  pro- 
fecute  this  war  againft  him  which  his  father  had  begun,  and 
therein  feized  thele  provinces ;  for  it  is  certain,  both  from  the 
Maccabees  and  from  Jofephus,  that  Seleucus  was  in  pofieffion 
of  them  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  whole  of  this  king^s  reign  is  exprefTed  in  Daniel  xi.  20. 
For  in  that  text  it  is  foretold,  that  after  Antiochus  the  Great, 
who  is  fpoken  of  in  the  foregoing  verfes,  there  Jhould  Jl and  up 
in  his  ejlate  a  raifer  of  taxes.  And  Seleucus  was  no  more  than 
fuch  all  his  time ;  for  the  whole  bufinefs  of  his  reign  was  to 
raife  the  1000  talents  every  year  ;  which,  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  that  his  father  made  with  the  Romans,  he  was  obliged 
for  12  years  together,  annually  to  pay  that  people;  and  the 
laft  of  thofe  I2  years  was  the  laft  of  his  life.  For,  as  the  text 
faith.  That  within  a  few  '^  years  after  he  fjonld  be  deflroyedy 
and  that  neither  in  anger ^  nor  in  battle  ;  fo  accordingly  it  hap- 
pened. For  he  reigned  only  1 1  years,  and  his  death  was  nei- 
ther in  battle  nor  in  anger;  that  is,  neither  in  war  abroad,  nor 
in  fedition  or  rebellion  at  home,  but  by  the  fecret  treachery 
of  one  of  his  own  friends.  His  fucceffor  was  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes his  brother,  of  whom  we  Ihall  treat  in  the  next  book. 

■  Polyb.  Legat  8i.  p.  90B. 
t>  Antiq.  lib    1104 

'■  He  was  but  fix  years  old  at  the  time  of  hi:,  father's  death, 
d  The  Hebrew  word  Tatnim,  which  in  the  Englifti  Bible  is  rendered 
days,  fignifieth  alfo  years,  and  is  put  as  ofien  for  the  one  as  the  other. 
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ON  the  death  of  Seleucus  Phllopater,  *  Heliodorus,  who 
had  been  the  treacherous  author  of  his 
death,  endeavoured  to  feize  the  crown  of  Syria,  n?^^  iu?' 
Antiochus  the  brother  of  Seleucus  was  then  on  jometor  6^ 
his  return  from  Rome.  While  at  Athens  ^  in  his 
journey,  he  there  heard  of  the  death  of  his  brother,  and  the 
attempt  of  Heliodorus  to  ufurp  the  throne  ;  and  finding  that 
^(\Q  ufurper  had  a  great  party  with  him  to  fupport  him  in  his 
pretenfions,  and  that  there  was  another  party  alfo  forming  ^ 

for 

*  Appian.  in  Syriacis. 

t>  Appian.  ibid. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  ai. 
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for  Ptolemy  (who  made  fome  claim  to  the  fucceflion  in  right 
of  his  mother,  flie  being  fifter  to  the  deceafed  king),  and  that 
both  of  them  were  agreed  not  to  give  unto  him  the  honour  of 
the  kingdom,  as  the  holy  prophet  *  Daniel  foretold,  he  ^  ap. 
plied  himfelf  to  Eumenes  king  of  Pergamus,  and  Attains  his 
brother,  and  ^  hy  flattering  fpeeches,  and  great  promifes  of 
friendfliip,  prevailed  with  them  to  help  him  againft  Heliodo- 
rus.  And  by  their  means  that  ufurper  ^  being  fuppreffed, 
he  was  quietly  placed  on  the  throne,  and  all  fubmitted  to  him, 
and  permitted  him,  without  any  further  oppofition,  peaceably 
to  obtain  the  kingdom,  as  had  been  predided  of  him  in  the 
fame  prophecy.  Eumenes  and  Attalus,  at  this  time  having 
fome  fufpicions  of  the  Romans,  were  delirous  of  having  the 
king  of  Syria  on  their  fide,  in  cafe  a  war  ftiould  break  out 
between  them,  and  Antiochus's  promifes  to  flick  by  them, 
whenever  fuch  a  war  Ihould  happen,  were  the  inducements 
that  prevailed  with  them  to  do  him  this  kindnefs. 

On  his  being  thus  fettled  on  the  throne,  he  took  ^  the  name 
of  Epiphanes,  that  is.  The  Illuflrious  ;  but  nothing  could  be 
more  alien  to  his  true  charader  than  this  title.  The  prophet 
Daniel  foretold  of  him,  that  he  fhould  be  ^  a  vile  perfon,  fo 
our  Englifli  verfion  hath  it ;  but  the  word  nibzeh  in  the  ori- 
ginal rather  fignifieth  defpicable  than  vile.  He  was  truly 
both  in  all  that  both  thefe  words  can  exprefs,  which  will 
fully  appear  from  the  charafter  given  of  him  by  ^  Polybius, 
^  Philarchus,  *  Livy,  and  ^  Diodorus  Siculus,  who  were  all 
Heathen  writers,  and  the  two  firft  of  them  his  contempora- 
ries. For  they  tell  us,  that  he  would  get  often  out  of  the  pa- 
lace and  ramble  about  the  ftreets  of  Antioch,  with  two  or 
three  fervants  only  accompanying  him  ;  that  he  would  be 
often  converfing  with  thofe  that  graved  in  filver,  and  caft 
veffels  of  gold,  and  be  frequently  found  with  them  in  their 
fhops  talking  and  nicely  arguing  with  them  about  the  myf- 
teries  of  their  trades  ;  that  he  would  very  commonly  de- 
bafe  himfelf  to  the  meaneft  company,  and  on  his  going  abroad 
■would  join  in  with  fuch,  as  he  happened  to  find  them  met  to- 
gether, 

»  Daniel  xi.  ai. 

t>  Appian.  in  Syriacis. 

*^  Daniel  xi.  ar. 

d  Appian.  ibid. 

^  Appian.  in  Syriacis.  Eufebits  in  Chronioon.  Athenseus,  lib.  5,  p.  193  = 

f  Dan.  xi.  21. 

8  Apud  AthenaEum,  lib.  5.  p.  193. 

h  Apud  Athenjeum,  lib.  10.  p.  438. 

J  Lib.  41. 

»  In  Excerptis  Vakfii,  p.  304- 
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gether,  although  of  the  loweft  of  the  people,  and  enter  into 
difcourfe  with  atiy  one  of  them  whom  he  {hould  firft  light  cnj 
that  he  would  in  his  rambles  frequently  drink  W5th  ftrangers 
and  foreigners,  and  even  with  the  meanert  and  vileft  of  them; 
that,  wHen  he  heard  of  any  young  company  met  together  to 
feaft,  drink,  or  any  other  wife  to  make  n  eny  together,  he 
would,  without  giving  any  notice  of  his  coming,  intrude  him- 
felf  among  them,  and  revel  away  the  time  with  them  in  their 
cups  and  fongs,  and  oti  er  frolics,  without  any  regard  had 
to  common  decency,  or  his  own  royal  charaj^ler  ;  fo  that  feve- 
ral  being  furprifed  with  the  ftrangenefs  of  tl.e  thing,  w  uld, 
on  his  coming,  get  up  and  run  away  out  of  the  ccmp^my. 
And  he  would  fometi  i  es,  as  the  freak  took  him,  lay  afide  his 
royal  habit,  and,  putting  on  a  Roman  gown,  go  round  tl  etity,  as 
he  had  feen  done  in  the  eleftion  of  magillrates  at  Rome,  ai  d  aik 
the  votes  of  the  citizens,  in  the  fame  manner  as  ufed  to  be  there 
pradifed,  now  taking  one  man  by  the  hand,  and  then  embra- 
cing another,  and  would  thus  fet  himfelf  up,  fometimes  for 
the  office  of  sedile,  and  fometimes  for  that  of  tribune  ;  and, 
having  been  thus  voted  into  the  office  he  fued  for,  he  would 
take  the  curule  chair,  and,  fitting  down  in  it,  hear  petty  caufes 
of  contrafts,  bargains,  and  fales,  made  in  the  market,  and  give 
judgement  in  them  with  t  -at  fericus  attention  and  earneftnefs, 
as  if  they  had  been  matters  of  the  higlieft  concern  and  import- 
ance. It  is  faid  alfo  of  him,  that  »  he  was  much  given  to 
druT  kennefs  4  and  that  he  fpent  a  great  part  of  his  revenues  in 
revellings  and  dru  )ken  caroufals  ;  and  would  often  go  out  into 
the  ftreets  while  in  thefe  frolics,  and  there  fcatter  his  money 
by  handfuls  among  the  rabble,  crying  out,  Let  him  take  to 
tuhom  fortune  gives  it.  Sometimes  he  would  go  abroad  with 
a  crown  of  rofes  upon  his  head,  and,  wearing  a  Roman  gown, 
would  walk  the  ftreets  alone,  and,  carrying  ftones  under  his 
arms,  would  throw  them  to  thofe  that  (hould  follow  after 
him.  And  he  would  often  wafh  himfelf  in  the  public  baths 
among  the  common  people,  and  there  expofe  himfelf  by 
many  abfurd  and  ridiculous  a6Vions.  Which  odd  and  extrava- 
gant fort  of  condud  made  many  doubt  how  the  matter  ftood 
with  him  ;  ^  fome  thinking  him  a  fool,  and  fome  a  m.adman  ; 
the  latter  of  thefe  moft  thought  to  be  his  trueft  charader  ; 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  Epiphanes,  or  the  illuJiriouSy  they  call- 
ed him  ^  Epimanes,  that  is,  the  madman  Jerome  ^  tells  us  alfo 
of  him,  that  he  was  exceedingly  given  to  lafcivioufnefs,  and 

often 
^  AthensEus;,  lib.  10.  p.  4.38. 

»«  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Exctrptis  Valefii,  p.  306.  AthenKUS,  lib.  5.  p.  193. 
^'  Athenseup,  ibid. 
^  Tn  Comment,  ad  Dan,  xi.  37, 
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often  by  the  vileft  a<£ts  of  it  debafed  the  honour  of  his  royal 
dignity  ;  that  he  was  frequently  found  in  the  company  of 
mimics,  pathics,  and  common  pioftltutes,  and  that,  with  the 
latter  he  would  commit  a£ls  of  lafcivioufnefs,  and  gratify  his 
luft  on  them  publicly  in  the  fight  of  the  people.  And  it  is 
further  related  of  him,  that  having  for  his  catamites  two  vile 
perfons,  called  *  Timarchus  and  Heraclides,  who  were  bro- 
thers, he  made  the  firft  of  them  governor  of  Babylonia,  and 
the  other  his  treafurer  in  that  province,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
to  be  governed  and  conducted  by  them  in  mod  that  he  did. 
And,  ^  having  on  a  very  whin^fical  occafion,  exhibited  gamei: 
and  ihows  at  Daphne  near  Antioch,  with  vaft  expence,  and 
called  thither  a  great  multitude  of  people  from  foreign  parts 
as  well  as  from  his  own  dominions,  to  be  prefent  at  the  folem- 
nity;  he  there  behaved  himfelf  to  that  degree  of  folly  and 
abfurdity,  as  to  become  the  ridicule  and  fcorn  of  all  that  were 
prefent  :  which  anions  of  his  are  fufficient  abundantly  to  de- 
monftrate  him  both  defpicable  and  vile,  though  he  had  not 
added  to  them  that  moft  unreafonable  and  wicked  perfecution 
of  God's  people  in  Judea  and  Jerufalem  ;  which  will  be  here- 
after related. 

As  foon  as  Antiochus  was  fettled  in  the  kingdom,  Jafon, 
the  brother  of  Onias,  being  ambitious  of  the  high-priefthood, 
by  underhand  means  '^  applied  to  him  for  it ;  and  by  an  offer 
of  360  talents,  belides  80  more  which  he  promifed  on  another 
account,  obtained  of  him,  that  Onias  was  difplaced  from  the 
office,  and  he  advanced  to  it  in  his  Head.  And  at  the  fame 
time  procured,  that  Onias  was  called  to  Antioch,  and  confined 
to  dwell  there.  For  Onias,  by  reafon  of  ^  his  lignal  piety 
and  righteoufnefs,  being  of  great  efleem  among  the  people 
throughout  all  Judea  and  Jerufalem,  the  intruder  ju ft ly  feared, 
that  he  Ihould  have  but  little  authority  in  his  new  acquired 
oflice,  as  long  as  this  good  man,  from  whom  he  ufurped  it, 
iliould  continue  at  Jerufalem  ;  and  therefore  he  procured 
from  the  king  an  order  for  his  removal  from  thence  to  An- 
tioch, and  his  confinement  to  that  place  ;  where «  he  accordingly 
continued  till  he  was  there  put  to  death,  as  will  be  hereafter 
ihewn  in  its  proper  place.     Antiochus  coming  poor  to  the 

crown, 

*  They  are  taken  to  be  the  Time,  who  in  Athsencus,  p.  438.  are  cilled 
Ariftus  and  Themifon  ;  though  that  author  there  fcems  to  fpeak  of  An- 
tiochus Magnus,  and  not  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes. 

b  Polyb.  apud  Athenseum.  lib.  5.  p.  194.  &  lib.  10.  p.  439.  Diodorus 
Siculus  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  .^ao. 

'^  2  Maccab.  iv.  7.  Jofeph,  tie  Maccab.  c.  4^ 

<i  2  Maccab.  iii.  i.  iv.  37. 

«  a  Maccab.  iv.  2^,  34. 
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crown,  and  finding  the  public  treafury  ewyty,  by  reafon 
of  the  heavy  tribute  paid  the  Romans  for  the  12  years  laft 
foregoing,  was  greedy  of  the  money  which  Jafon  offered,  and 
therefore,  for  the  obtaining  of  it,  readily  granted  what  he  de- 
fired  of  him,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  granted  more 
on  the  fame  terms  ;  which  Jafon  perceiving,  ^  propofed  to  ad- 
vance 150  talents  over  and  above  what  he  had  already  offered, 
if  he  might  have  licence  to  ereft  at  Jerufalem  a  gyionafium, 
or  a  place  of  exercife,  and  an  ephebeum,  or  a  place  for  the 
training  up  of  youth,  according  to  the  ufage  and  fafliion  of  the 
Greeks  ;  and,  moreover,  have  authority  of  making  as  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  freemen  of  Antioch  as  he 
fhould  think  fit ;  which  propofal  being  as  readily  accepted  of 
as  the  former,  all  this  v*ras  alfo  granted  him  :  And,  by  thefe 
means,  he  doubted  not  he  fhould  be  able  to  make  a  party  a- 
mong  the  Jews,  to  overbear  all  that  might  fland  for  Onias  , 
and,  accordingly,  on  his  return  to  Jerufalem  with  thefe  grants 
and  commiflions,  he  had  all  the  fuccefs  herein  which  he  pro- 
pofed. For,  at  this  time,  there  were  many  among  the  Jews 
fondly  inclined  to  the  ways  of  the  Greeks,  whom  he  gratified, 
by  er©<^ing  his  gymnafium  for  them  to  exercife  in  :  and  the 
freedom  of  the  city  of  Antioch  being  a  privilege  of  great 
value,  while  the  Syro-Macedonian  king  flourilhed  there,  by 
his  power  of  granting  that  freedom  he  drew  over  many  more 
to  his  bent ;  fo  that,  putting  down  ^  the  governments  that 
were  according  to  law,  he  brought  up  new  cuftoms  againfl 
the  law,  drawing  the  chief  young  men  of  the  Jewifli  nation 
into  his  ephebeum,  and  there  training  them  up  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Greeks  j  and,  in  all  things  elfe,  he  made  as  many 
of  them  as  he  could  apoftatife  from  the  religion  and  ufages  of  their 
forefathers,  and  conform  themfelves  to  the  manners,  cufloms, 
and  rites  of  the  Heathens  ;  whereon  the  fervice  of  the  altar  be- 
came neglefted,  and  the  priefts,  defpifing  the  Temple,  omitted 
there  the  public  woriliip  of  God,  and  haflened  to  partake  of  the 
games  and  devertifements  of  the  gymnafium,  and  all  other 
the  unlawful  allowances  of  that  place  ;  whereby  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  all  thofe  privileges  which,  at  the  folicitation  of  John 
the  father  of  Eupolemus,  were  by  fpccial  favour  obtained  of 
King  Seleucus  Philopater,  for  the  fecuring  of  the  obfervance 
of  the  Jewifli  law  in  Judah  and  Jerufalem,  were  all  overborne 
and  taken  away.  And  from  hence  was  propagated  that  ini- 
quity among  the  Jews,  which  drew  after  it,  for  its  punifhmenr, 
one  of  the  greatell  calamities,  next  the  two  terrible  defiru6lions 
executed  upon  their  temple  and  country  by  Nebuchadnezzar 

and 

*  a  Maccab.  vi,  8.  9.  b  a  Maccab.  iv.  10,  ir,  12,  ^c. 
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and  Titus  that  ever  befell  that  nation.  Of  all  which  mifct'ief, 
the  ambition  of  this  wicked  man  was  the  original  caufe  ;  for, 
facrificing  to  it  his  religion  and  his  country,  he  betrayed  both 
to  procure  his  own  advancement.  And,  to  render  himfelf  the 
more  acceptable  to  thofe  from  whom  he  obtained  it,  he  chan- 
ged nor  only  his  religion,  but  alfo  his  name.  For  *  his  name 
was  at  firft  Jefiis;  but,  when  he  went  over  to  the  ways  of  the 
Greeks,  he  took  alfo  a  Greek  name,  and  called  himfelf  Jafon; 
and,  having  thus  given  himfelf  up  to  the  Heathen  fuperftition, 
he  laid  hold  of  all  opportunities  to  diftinguifti  himfelf  in  ex- 
prefling  his  zeal  for  it. 

And  therefore,  ^  the  next  year  being  the  time  of  the  ^ 

quinquennial  games  that  vrere  celebrated  at  Tyre, 
p"'i°  Vw'  ^"  honour  of  Hercules,  the  patron  god  of  that 
lometor  7'     country,  and  Antiochus  being  prefent  at  them,  he 

fent  feveral  Jews  of  his  party,  whom  he  had  en- 
franchifed,  and  made  freemen  of  Antioch,  to  be  ^  fpe£tators 
of  thofe  games,  and  to  offer  from  him  a  donative  of  ^  3300 

drachms, 

■  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  ii.  c.  6. 

*>  4  Maccabees  iv.  18.  19. 

*^  Thefe  quinquennial  games  at  Tyre  were  in  imitation  of  the  quin- 
quennial games  in  Greece,  called  the  Olympics.  They  are  called  quin- 
quennial, becaufe  they  were  celebrUed  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth 
year,  though  from  one  Olympic  to  another  no  more  than  four  years 
intervened. 

<i  The  original  calls  them  Oi«pJf ;  which  word;^mong  the  Greeks  fig- 
nifieth  fuch  as  were  fent  from  one  city  to  another  in  the  name  of  the 
community,  to  be  prefent  at  their  facred  folemnities,  and  bear  a  part 
in  them. 

^  In  the  Englltli  ^^fion  it  is  300  drachms  ;  and  fo  it  is  alfo  in  the  com- 
mon printed  books  (^f  the  Greek  original ;  but  in  the  Arundel  manu- 
fcript  it  is,  Tf>icrx'>^la(  7fiaxori»(,  i.  e.  330C,  which  is  the  truer  reading. 
For  300  drachms,  at  tne  hightft  valuation,  making  no  more  than  75 
Jewilh  fliekels,  that  is,  of  our  money,  ill.  5s.  it  was  too  little  to  be  fent 
on  fuch  an  occafion  ('vtde  Annales  UJferiifub  anno  mundi  3830.)  But 
it  is  to  be  here  obferved,  that  the  Tyrian  god  to  whom  this  oblation 
was  lent,  is,  in  the  place  of  the  fecond  book  of  Maccabees  here  cited, 
called  Hercu'es,  according  to  the  ftylt  of  the  Greeks.  Among  the  Ty- 
rians  thcmfclves  this  name  was  not  known.  There  his  name  was  Mal- 
c^rthus ;  which,  being  compounded  of  the  two  Phoenician  words  Me- 
lee and  Kartha,  did,  in  that  language,  fignify  the  King  or  Lord  of  the 
city.  The  Greeks,  from  fome  limilitude  which  they  found  in  the  w^or- 
fliip  of  this  god  at  Tyre,  with  that  wherewith  they  worlhipped  Her- 
cules in  Greece,  thought  them  to  be  both  the  fame  ;  and  therefore  call- 
ed this  Tyrian  god  Hercules ;  and  hence  came  the  name  of  Hercules 
Tyrius  among  thtm.  This  god  feem^  to  be  the  fame  with  the  Baal  of 
the  holy  fcriptures,  whofe  worlhip  Jezebel  brought  from  Tyre  into 
the  land  of  liVael  :  for  Bail,  with  the  addition  of  Kartha,  fignifieth  the 
f.ime  as  Mclec  with  the  fame  addition.  For  as  tlie  latter,  in  the  Phceni- 
ciiH  language,  is  Km ^  of  t be  city ^  the  other,  in  the  fame  language,  is 
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drachms,  to  be  expended  in  facrifices  to  that  Heathen  deity. 
But  the  bearers,  being  afraid  of  involving  themfelves  in  the 
guilt  of  this  idolatry,  gave  the  money  to  the  Tyrians  to  be 
employed  in  the  repairing  of  their  fleet ;  and  fo  the  apellate 
was  defeated  of  what  he  intended  by  this  impious  gift. 

In  Egypt,  from  *  the  death  of  Ptolemy  Epiphanes,  Cleo- 
patra his  queen,  lifter  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
had  taken  on  her  the  government  of  the  kingdom  ^"^^jl'i'^" 
and  the  tuition  of  her  infant  fon,  who  had  fucceed-  j^gtor  8. 
.ed  him  in  it,  and  managed  it  with  great  care  and 
prudence  ;  but,  fhe  dying  this  year,  the  management  of  affairs 
there  fell  into  the  hands  of  Lenngeus,  a  nobleman  of  that 
court,  and  Eulaeus,  an  eunuch,  who  had  the  breeding  up  of 
the  young  king.  As  foon  as  they  had  entered  on  the  admi- 
niftration,  they  made  demand  of  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine 
from  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  ^  which  gave  origin  to  the  war 
that  afterwards  enfued  between  Antiochus  and  Philometor, 
As  long  as  Cleopatra  lived,  flie,  being  mother  to  the  one,  and 
lifter  to  the  other,  kept  this  matter  from  making  a  breach  be- 
tween them.  But,  after  her  death,  thofe  into  whofe  hands 
the  government  next  fell  made  no  longer  fcruple  to  demand 
of  Antiochus,  in  behalf  of  their  mafter,  what  they  thought 
his  due.  And  it  muft  be  owned,  that  thofe  provinces  were 
always  in  the  poflfellion  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  from  the  time 
of  the  firft  Ptolemy,  till  Antiochus  the  Great  wrefted  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  ;  and  by  this  title 
only  Seleucus  his  fon  came  to  be  in  full  poffeflion  of  them, 
and,  on  his  death,  was  fucceeded  in  the  fame  by  Antiochus 
Epiphanes  his  brother.  The  Egyptians,  in  defence  of  their 
claim  argued,  that  ^  in  the  laft  partition  of  the  empire  of 
Alexander,  made  after  the  battle  of  Ipfus,  among  thofe  four 
of  his  fuccefTors  who  then  furvived,  thefe  provinces  were  af- 
figned  to  Ptolemy  Soter ;  that  he  and  the  fucceeding  kings  of 
his  race  had  held  them  ever  after,  till  Antiochus  the  Great 
wrefted  them  out  of  the  hands  of  Ptolemy  Epiphanes  after 

the 

Lord  of  the  city.  And  as  Baal  is  put  alone  to  fignify  this  Tyrian  god 
in  fcripture,  fo  do  we  find  Melee  alfo  put  alone  to  fignify  the  fame  god : 
for  Hefychiu3  tells  us,  Ma\jy.a  t^  'H/j«x^£«  A^afiilo-iej, ;.  e.  Mulic  is  the  name 
of  Hercules  among  the  Amathufians.  And  thefe  AmUthufians  were  a 
colony  of  the  Tyrians  in  Cyprus.  Vide  Sanchoniathonem  apud  Eufe- 
bium  de  Pr^p.  Evang.  lib.  i.  Bocharti  Phaleg.  part  2.  lib.  i.  c.  34.  & 
lib.!,  c.  a.  Seldenunfi  de  Diis  Syris,  fyntag.  i.  c.  6.  &  Fulleri  Mifcellan. 
hb.  a.  c.  17. 

'•  Hieronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  ai. 

b  Polybius  Legat.  82.  p.  908. 

<=  Polybius  Legat.  ;«.  p.  893. 
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the  battle  of  Paneas  :  and  that  the  fame  Antiochus  had  agreed 
on  the  marrying  of  his  daughter  to  the  fame  King  Ptolemy, 
and  made  it  the  main  article  of  that  marriage,  again  to  rellore 
to  him  thefe  provinces,  by  way  of  dowry  with  her.  But  An- 
tiochus *  denied  both  thele  allegations,  pleading,  in  anfwer  to 
them,  that,  by  virtue  of  the  laft  partition  of  the  empire  of 
Alexander  above  mentioned,  all  Syria,  including  Cojle-Syria 
and  Paleftine,  was  affigned  to  Seleucus  Nicator,  and  there- 
fore it  belonged  to  him  as  his  rightful  heir  in  the  Syrian  em- 
pire. And  as  to  the  article  of  marriage,  whereby  a  reftora- 
tion  of  thofe  provinces  to  King  Ptolemy  was  claimed,  he  ut- 
terly denied  that  there  was  any  fuch  thing.  And  having  thus 
declared  on  both  fides  their  pretenfions,  they  joined  ilTue  here- 
on, and  referred  it  to  the  fword  to  decide  the  matter. 

Ptolemy  Philometor  being  now  14  years  old,  he  was  de- 
clared to  be  out  of  his  minority  ;  and  thereon  ^  great  prepa- 
rations were  made  at  Alexandria  for  his  ^  inthronization,  as 
was  ufual  there  on  this  occafion.  Hereon  Antiochus  ^  fent 
ApoUonius,  one  of  the  prime  nobles  of  his  court  in  an  em- 
bafly  thither,  to  be  prefent  at  the  folemnity,  and  to  congratu- 
late the  young  King  thereon.  This  he  did  in  outward  pre- 
tence, to  exprefs  his  refpecHis  to  his  nephew,  and  fhew  him 
honour  on  this  occalion  ;  but  in  reality  it  was  only  to  fpy  out 
how  that  court  ftood  affeded  to  him,  and  what  meafures  they 
were  propofmg  to  take  in  reference  to  him,  and  the  contelled 
provinces  of  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine  j  and,  on  the  return  of 
this  ambaffador  to  him,  finding  by  his  report  that  war  was  in- 
tended againft  him,  he  ^  came  by  fea  to  Joppa,  to  take  a  view 
of  the  frontiers  towards  Egypt,  and  to  put  them  into  a 
thorough  pofture  of  defence  againft  any  attempts  which  the 
Egyptians  might  make  upon  them  :  and  in  this  progrefs  he 
came  to  Jerufalem,  where  he  was  received  with  great  pomp 
and  folemnity  by  Jafon  and  all  the  city,  and  treated  with  great 
magnificence.  But  this  operated  nothing  for  the  averting  of 
that  great  mifchief  and  calamity  which  he  afterwards  brought 
upon  that  place,  and  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews.  From  Je- 
rufalem he  marched  into  Phoenicia ;  and,  having  there  fettled 
all  matters,  he  returned  again  to  Antioch. 

The 

»  Polyb.  Legit.  72.  p.  893.  &  Legat.  8z.  p.  908. 

b  Polyb.  I.egat.  78.  p.  901.     a  Maccabees  iv.  ar. 

^  This  the  Alexandrian  Cretks  called  *AvxK\t,hpta  or  the  folemnity  of 
fvth'.tation;  becaufe  they  then  fiitt  iaiuted  him  as  king.  This  the  author 
of  the  ftcond  book  of  Maccabees,  calls  -rparoxxria-ia^  iv,  xi.;  forfo  it  ought 
to  be  read,  according  to  the  Alexandrian  manufcript,  and  notrfaiToxMV**, 
33  in  the  printed  books. 

^-  i  Maccabees  Iv.  ai. 
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The  next  year  Jafon  *  fent  Menelaus  Ifj^  his  brother  to  An* 
tioch,  there  to  pay  the  king  his  tribute  money,  and 
alfo  to  treat  with  him  about  other  matters  which  p"^°p!'?** 
he  thought  neceffary  to  be  done.  But,  on  his  ad-  ^^^q^.  <j^'°' 
miffion  to  audience,  inftead  of  purfuing  his  com- 
miflion  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  he  treacheroufly  fupplanted  him, 
and  got  into  his  place.  For  having  firft  recommended  himfelf 
to  the  favour  of  this  vain  prince  by  a  flattering  fpeech,  where- 
in he  greatly  magnified  the  glorious  appearance  of  his  power, 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  petitioning  him  for  the  high-prieft* 
hood  for  himfelf,  offering  more  than  Jafon  gave  for  it  by  300 
talents.  Which  offer  being  readily  accepted,  Jafon  was  de» 
pofed,  after  he  had  been  as  high  pried  in  the  government  of 
that  nation  ^  three  years,  and  Menelaus  was  advanced  in  his 
ftead.  This  Menelaus,  the  author  of  the  fecond  book  of  Macca- 
bees ^  faith,  was  brother  to  Simon  the  Benjamitey  who  v/as  of  the 
houfeof  Tobias  but  this  could  not  be  :  for  none  but  fuch  as  were 
of  the  houfe  of  Aaron  were  capable  of  this  office :  and  therefore  in 
this  particular,  Jofephus  is  rather  to  be  credited,  ^  whopolitively 
tells  us,  that  he  was  the  brother  of  Onias  and  Jafon,  and  the 
fon  of  Simon  the  fecond  of  that  name,  high  prielt  of  the  Jews, 
and  that  he  was  the  third  of  his  fons  that  had  been  in  that  ofHce, 
His  name  at  firft  was  Onias,  the  fame  with  that  of  his  eldeft 
brother  ;  but,  running  as  faft  as  Jafon  into  the  ways  of  the 
Greeks,  in  imitation  of  him,  he  took  a  Greek  name  alfo,  and 
called  himfelf  Menelaus.  His  father  and  his  eldeft  brother 
were  both  of  them  holy  and  good  men  :  but  he  chofe  rather  to 
imitate  the  example  of  wicked  Jafon  than  theirs  ;  for  he  ^  fol- 
lowed him  in  all  his  ways  of  fraud,  wickednefs,  and  apoftafy, 
and  outdid  him  in  each  of  them.  Jafon's  being  fupplanted 
by  him  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  fupplanted  Onias,  was  a 
juft  retaliation  of  Providence  ;  but  Menelaus  was  a  much  more 
wicked  inftrument  herein  than  the  other,  fince  he  pra6lifed  this 
fraud  againft  Jafon  while  he  was  under  his  confidence,  and  had  on 
him  the  character  of  his  ambaflador,  and  by  virtue  of  that 
chara£ter  got  that  accefs  to  the  king  whereby  he  effefted  it. 
As  foon  as  his  mandate  for  the  office  was  difpatched  at  the  Syrian 
court,  Menelaus  went  with  it  to  Jerufalem  :  and  although,  on 
his  coming,  ^  the  fons  of  Tobias,  who  then  made  a  very  potent 
faction  in  the  Jewifh  ftate,  joined  with  him  ;  yet  fuch  a  party 
ftood  for  Jafon,  that  Menelaus  was  forced  with  his  friends  of 
Vol.  hi.  M  the 

*  2  Maccab.  iv.  23.  24.  25.  b  %  Maccab.  iv.  43.  «  Ibid, 
d  Antiq.lib.  \%.  c.  6. 

*  2  Maccab.  iv.  5.  Tofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  I2«  C  6, 
f  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  u.  c.  6, 
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the  houfe  of  Tobias,  to  quit  the  place,  and  return  again  to  An- 
tioch  ;  where  they  having  declared  that  they  would  no  longer 
obferve  their  country,  laws,  and  inftitutions,  but  would  go  over 
to  the  religion  of  the  king,  and  the  worfliip  of  the  Greeks  ; 
this  fo  far  gained  them  the  favour  of  Antiochus,  that  he  fent 
them  back,  aflifted  with  fuch  a  power  as  Jafon  could  notrefift; 
and  therefore,  being  forced  to  leave  Jerufalem,  ^  he  fled  into 
the  land  of  the  Ammonites,  and  Menelaus  took  poffeffion  of  his 
office  without  any  further  oppofition ;  and  thereon  he  proceeded 
to  make  good  all  that  he  and  his  party  had  declared  at  Antioch, 
^  by  apoilatizing  from  the  law  of  Mofes  to  the  religion  of  the 
Greeks,  and  all  other  their  rites  and  ufages,  and  drawing  as 
many  others  after  him  into  the  fame  impiety  as  he  was  able. 
For  he  did  not  defire  the  office  of  high  prieft  at  Jerufalem  for 
the  fake  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  or  that  he  intended  to  pra6life 
any  part  of  the  Jewilh  worfliip  in  it.  That  which  made  this 
office  fo  defirable  to  him  and  Jafon,  and  induced  them  both  to 
give  fo  much  for  it,  was  the  temporal  authority  that  went  with 
the  ecclefiaftical.  For  at  that  time,  and  for  fome  ages  pall, 
the  high  priefl  of  the  Jews,  had  firft  under  the  Periian,  and 
afterwards  under  the  Macedonian  kings,  the  fole  temporal 
government  of  that  nation.  This  lad  mod  certainly  was  de- 
rived from  the  king,  and  this  gave  him  the  handle  to  difpofe 
of  both,  though  the  priefthood  itfelf  was  derived  only  from  that 
divine  authority  under  which  it  a6led.  And  the  cafe  is  the 
fame  in  refpe£l  of  the  Chriflian  priefthood.  For  to  inftance 
inEpifcopacy,the  firft  order  of  it,  befides  the  ecclefiaftical  office, 
which  is  derived  from  Chrift  alone,  it  hath  in  Chriftian  ftates 
annexed  to  it  (as  with  us),  the  temporal  benefice  (that  is,  the 
revenues  of  the  biftioprick),  and  fome  branches  of  the  temporal 
authority,  as  the  probat  of  wills,  caufes  of  tithes,  caufes  of  de- 
famation. Sec.  ;  all  which  latter  moft  certainly  is  held  under 
the  temporal  ftate,  but  not  the  former.  Were  this  diftinftion 
duly  confidered,  it  would  put  end  to  thofe  Eraftian  notions 
which  now  fo  much  prevail  among  us.  For  the  want  of  this  is 
the  true  caufe  that  many,  obferving  fome  branches  of  the  Epif- 
copal  authority  to  be  from  the  ftate,  wrongfully  from  hence  in- 
fer, that  all  the  reft  is  fo  too  ;  whereas,  would  they  duly  exa- 
mine the  matter,  they  would  find,  that,  befides  the  temporal 
power  and  temporal  revenues  with  which  biftiops  are  invefted, 
there  is  alfo  an  ecclefiaftical  or  fpiritual  power  which  is  derived 
from  none  other  than  Chrift  alone.  And  the  fame  diftin6lion 
may  alfo  ferve  to  quafti  another  controverfy,  which  was  much 
agitated  among  us  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Msjefty  King  VVil- 

liam 
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liam  III.  about  the  a6t  which  deprived  the  bifliops  who  would 
not  take  the  oaths  to  that  king.  For  the  conteft  then  was,  that 
an  adl  of  parliament  could  not  deprive  a  bifhop.  This  we  ac- 
knowledge to  be  true  in  refpedt  of  the  fpl ritual  office,  but  not 
in  refped  of  the  benefice,  and  other  temporal  advantages  and 
powers  annexed  thereto.  For  thefe  every  bifliop  receiveth 
from  the  flate,  and  the  ftate  can  again  deprive  any  bilhop  of 
them  upon  a  juft  caufe  ;  and  this  was  all  that  was  done  by  the 
faid  aft.  For  the  biihops  that  were  then  deprived  by  it  had 
ftill  their  epifcopal  office  left  entire  to  them,  they  being  as 
much  biffiops  of  the  church  univerfal  after  their  deprivation 
as  they  were  before. 

Menelaus,  after  he  had  got  into  the  high-prieflhood  by 
outbidding  his  brother,  *  took  no  care  to  pay  the 
money ;  whereon  the  king  calling  upon  Sollrarus,  ^  ""°  'J' V 
the  captain  of  the  caftle  at  Jerufalem  (who  was  j^etor  lo^ 
alfo  receiver  of  the  king's  revenues  in  Judea), 
and  he  upon  Menelaus  for  the  money,  they  were  both  fum- 
moned  to  appear  before  the  king  at  Antioch,  to  give  an  ac- 
count hereof ;  but,  on  their  arrival  there,  they  found  the  king 
was  gone  from  thence,  to  quell  an  infurreftion  that  had  been 
made  againfl  him  at  Malus  and  Tarfus,  two  cities  of  Cilicia. 
For  the  revenues  of  thefe  cities  having  been  affigned  to  An- 
tiochis,  one  of  the  king's  concubines,  for  her  maintenance,  the 
inhabitants,  either  out  of  indignation  for  this  thing,  or  becaufe 
the  concubine  exadted  upon  them,  rofe  up  in  an  uproar,  and 
Antiochus  was  then  haftened  thither  to  appeafe  it,  leaving  An- 
dronicus,  one  of  the  prime  nobles  of  bis  court,  to  govern 
Antioch  during  his  abfence.  Menelaus,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  the  time,  thus  gained  by  the  abfence  of  the  king» 
made  the  beft  ufe  of  it  he  could  to  raife  the  money  he  owed 
him  before  his  return  ;  in  order  whereto,  ^  having,  by  the 
means  of  Lyfimachus,  whom  he  left  his  deputy  at  Jerufalem, 
gotten  many  of  the  gold  veflels  out  of  the  temple,  he  fold 
them  at  Tyre,  and  the  cities  round  about ;  and  thereby  raifed 
money  enough,  not  only  to  pay  the  king,  but  alfo  to  bribe 
Andronicus  and  other  courtiers  to  procure  favour  for  him. 
^  Onlas,  who  then  lived  at  Antioch,  as  being  confined  to  that 
place  by  the  order  of  the  king,  having  notice  of  this  facrilege, 
reproved  Menelaus  very  ftverely  for  it  j  which  the  apcftate 
not  being  able  to  bear,  for  the  revenging  of  himfelf  upon  him 
for  it,  applied  to  Andronicus,  and  engaged  him  for  a  fum  of 

M  1  money 

*  2  Maccab.  iv.  a?.  aS. 
^   a  Maccab.  iv.  3a.  39. 
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money  to  cut  Onias  off;  of  which  Oiiias  having  gained  intelli- 
gence, fled  to  the  afy]un:i  at  Dapline,  and  there  took  fancluary 
for  the  fafety  of  his  life.  But  ^  Andronichus  having,  by  fair 
words  and  falle  oaths,  perfuaded  him  to  come  forth  out  of  that 
place,  immediately  put  him  to  death,  that  thereby  he  might 
earn  the  money  which  Menelaus  had  promifed  him.  But 
Onias  having,  by  his  laudable  carriage  while  he  lived  at  An- 
tioch,  gained  much  upon  the  affcdion  andefteem  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  place,  as  well  Greeks  as  Jews,  they  took  this  mur- 
der fo  ill,  ^  that  they  both  joined  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  on 
his  return,  againlt  Andronichus  for  it ;  whereon  cognizance 
being  taken  of  the  crime,  and  the  wicked  murderer  convifted 
of  it,  Antiochus  '^  caufed  him  with  infamy  to  be  carried  to  the 
place  where  the  murder  was  committed,  and  there  put  to  death 
for  it  in  fuch  manner  as  he  deferved.  For  Antiochus,  as  wicked 
a  tyrant  as  he  was,  had  forrow  and  regret  upon  him  for  the 
death  of  fo  good  a  man  ;  and  therefore,  in  his  thus  revenging 
of  it,  he  executed  his  own  refentments,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  perfons  who  had  petitioned  for  it. 

This  Onias  was  high  prieft  of  the  Jews  24  years.  Eufebius 
mentioneth  not  at  all  the  time  of  his  being  in  the  office,  though 
he  doth  it  of  all  the  reft,  from  the  time  of  the  Babylonifli  cap- 
tivity. But  the  ^  Chronicon  Alexandrinum  doth  ajG&gn  him  24 
years,  which  are  to  be  reckoned  to  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
chronicon,  in  the  aligning  of  the  years  of  each  pontificate  from 
the  time  mentioned  to  the  death  of  this  Onias,  much  better, 
agreeing  both  with  the  fcriptures  and  the  hiftory  of  Jofephus, 
than  either  Africanus  or  Eufebius,  I  have  rather  chofen  to  fol- 
low that  author  in  this  matter  than  either  of  the  other  two,  ex- 
cepting only  in  the  pontificate  of  Simon  the  Juft.  For,  whereas 
the  Chronicon  Alexandrinum  affigns  to  it  14  years,  and  Eufe- 
bius only  nine,  I  choofe  rather  to  follow  Eufebius  in  this  particu- 
lar, thatl  might  not  carry  down  thelaft  yearof  thehigh-prieft- 
hood  of  Manafleh  too  far  from  the  death  of  his  father.     For 

allowing 

*  a  Maccab.  ibid. 

b  2  Maccab.  iv.  15.  26. 

'^.  a  Maccab.  iv.  27.  28. 

d  This  chronicon  had  tirft  the  n.ime  of  Fafti  Siculi,  becaufe  firft  found 
in  an  old  Hbrary  in  Sicily,  nnd  from  thence  conveyed  to  Rome,  where 
SigoniusandOr.ufiiusmadeufc  of  it, and  quote  it  under  the  nameof  Fafti 
Siculi.  But  Sylburgius  having  gotten  another  copy  of  it,  prefented  it  to 
Ilcefchelius,  who  gave  it  to  the  library  at  Augfburg  in  Germany,  from 
whence  Rader  the  Jc-fuit  publiihed  it  with  a  Latin  verfion  A.  D.  1624, 
under  the  title  of  Chronicon  Alexandrinum.  He  gave  it  this  title,  becaufe 
in  the  manufcript  from  v^hence  he  printed  it,  there  u^as  a  fhort  preface 
nremifcd  under  the  name  of  Peter  patriarch  of  Alexandria. 
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allowing  Simon  the  Juft  14  years  to  his  pontificate,  it  will  carry 
down  the  time  of  the  death  of  ManafTeh  to  76  years  after  the 
death  of  Jaddua  his  father,  and  make  him  to  be  near  an  100,  if 
not  more,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe;  and  every  year  dedufted 
from  fo  great  an  age  makes  the  account  the  more  probable  ;  and 
nothing  can  be  deduded  elfewhere  to  leffen  it  by  the  authority 
of  either  of  thofe  two  authors,  ( and  there  is  no  other  authority 
but  theirs  to  be  recurred  to  in  this  matter).  For  all  the  years  of 
the  other  pontificates,  from  the  death  of  Jaddua  to  that  of  Ma- 
nalTeh,  do,  in  both  thefe  authors,  either  equal  or  exceed  the 
years  of  the  faid  chronicon ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  where 
elfewhere  theycanbcleffened  by  the  authority  of  either  of  them. 
And,  unlefs  they  be  thus  lelTened,  another  inconvenience  would 
happen  worfe  than  the  other.  For  other  wife,  the  laft  year  of  Ortias 
would  be  carried  down  beyond  what  is  confiftent  either  with 
the  hiilory  of  Jofephus,  or  that  of  the  two  books  of  the  Macca- 
bees. From  the  death  ofOnias,  the  pontificates  following  will  be 
taken  from  the  faid  books  of  the  Maccabees  as  far  as  they  go  i 
and  from  the  hiftory  of  Jofephus  who  hath  them  all  to  the  end« 

In  the  interim,  there  happened  a  great  mutiny  at  Jerufalem^ 
by  reafon  of  the  vefTels  of  gold  that  were  carred  out  of  the 
temple  by  theorder  of  Menelaiis.  When  he  wenttoAntioch,  ^he 
left  Lyfimachus,  another  of  his  brothers,  as  bad  as  himfelf,  to 
execute  his  office  during  his  abfence,  and  by  his  means  ^  thofe 
veffels  of  gold  were  carried  out  of  the  temple,  which  Menelaus 
fold  at  Tyre  and  other  places  to  raife  the  money  above  mention- 
ed. When  this  came  to  be  knov/n,  and  the  ^  bruit  hereof  was 
fpread  abroad  among  the  people,  the  multitude  taking  great  in- 
dignation hereat,  gathered  themfelves  together  againft  Lyfima- 
chus J  whereon  he  got  together  about  3000  m.en  of  liis  party, 
under  the  command  of  one  Tyrannus,  an  old  foldier,  to  refill  their 
rage,  and  defend  himfelf  againft  them  ;  but  the  multitude  fell  on 
them  with  that  fury,  that,  wounding  fome,  and  killing  others, 
they  forced  the  reft  to  flee  ;  and  then,  falling  on  Lyfimachus  the 
facrilegious  robber,  they  flew  him  befide  the  treafury,  within  the 
temple,  and  thereby,  for  that  time,  put  an  end  to  this  facrilegc 

Antiochus  ^  having,  ever  fince  the  return  of  Apollonius  from 
the  Egyptian  court,  been  preparing  for  the  war  which  he  found 
he  muft  necelTarily  have  with  Ptolemy  about  the  provinces  of 
Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  and  being  now  ready  for  it,  refolved 
to  defer  it  no  longer ;  but,  inftead  of  expeding  the  war  in  his 
own  territories,  determined  to  carry  it  into  thofe  of  his  enemy. 

M  3  The 

^  »  Maccab.  iv.  29.     b  z  Maccab.  iv.  27.     ^2  Maccab.  iv.  40. — 42. 

«iLivias,  lib.  4».  c.  29.  Folyb.  Lcgat.  71.  p.  892.  Jitftin.  hb.  34^ 
C.2.  Diodor.  Sic.  Legat.  18.  Jofcph.  Antiq,  lib.  17,,  c.  6.  Hitronymus 
in  Dan.  xi.  a?. 
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The  yoiitli  of  Ptolemy  (he  being  then  but  16  years  old),  and 
the  weak  condud  of  the  minifters  into  whofe  hands  he  was 
fallen,  made  him  defpife  both  ;  and  the  Romans  (under  whofe 
proteftion  Egypt  then  was)  were  not  at  leifure  to  afford  them 
any  help,  by  reafon  of  the  war  which  they  were  at  that  time 
engaged  in  with  Pcrfeus  king  of  Macedon ;  and  therefore, 
thinking  he  could  not  have  a  more  favourable  jundlure  for  the 
bringing  of  this  controverfy  to  a  fuccefsful  decifion,  he  refol- 
ved  forthwith  to  begin  the  conteft.  However,  to  keep  as  fair 
with  the  Romans  as  the  cafe  would  admit,  *  he  fent  ambaffa- 
dors  to  lay  before  the  fenate  the  right  he  had  to  the  provinces 
of  Coele-Syria  and  Paleftine,  then  in  his  poffeffion,  and  to  juftify 
the  war  which  he  was  forced  to  enter  on  in  the  defence  of  them; 
and  then  forthwith  marched  his  army  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Egypt,  ^  where,  being  met  by  the  forces  of  Ptolemy,  between 
Mount  Cafius  and  Pelufium,  it  there  c^me  to  a  battle  between 
them  ;  in  which  Antiochus  having  gotten  the  vidlory,  he  took 
care  on  the  advantage  of  it,  well  to  fortify  that  border  of  his 
dominions,  and  to  make  the  barrier  in  that  quarter  as  ftrong 
as  he  could  againft  any  future  attempt  that  Ptolemy  might  make 
upon  thefe  provinces ;  and  then,  without  attempting  any  thing 
further  this  year,  returned  to  Tyre  ;  and  there,  and  in  the 
neighbouring  cities,  put  his  army  into  winter-quarters. 

While  he  lay  at  Tyre,  there  ^  came  thither  to  him  three  de- 
legates from  the  fanhedrim,  or  fenate  of  the  Jews, 
v\^%hi^'  ^^  complain  of  the  facrileges  of  Menelaus,  and 
metor  11.  '  ^^^  violences  and  diforders  which,  by  Lyfimachus 
his  deputy,  he  had  lately  caufed  at  Jerufalem  ; 
and  having,  on  the  hearing  of  the  caufe,  plainly  convifted 
him  before  the  king  of  all  that  they  had  laid  to  his  charge, 
Menelaus,  to  avoid  the  fentence  which  he  deferved,  and  which 
he  faw  was  ready  to  be  pronounced  againft  him,  bribed  Pto- 
lemy Macron,  the  fon  of  Dorymenes,  with  a  great  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  befriend  him  with  the  king ;  whereon  Ptolemy,  taking 
the  king  afide,  prevailed  with  him,  contrary  to  what  he  in- 
tended, not  only  to  abfolve  Menelaus,  but  alio  to  put  to  death 
the  three  delegates  of  the  Jews,  as  if  they  had  unjuftly  accu- 
fed  him,  which  was  fo  raanifeil  a  piece  of  oppreffion  and  in- 
juftice  in  the  eyes  of  all  in  that  place,  that  the  Tyrian,  pity- 
ing their  cafe,  caufed  them  to  be  honourably  buried. 

This  Ptolemy  Macron,  ^  having  been  formerly  governor  of 
Cyprus  for  King  Ptolemy  Philometor,  had,  during  his  mino^ 
rity,  referved  all  the  king's  revenues  of  that  ifland  in  his  hands, 

refufing 

■  Polyb.  Legat.  71  p.  893.  Dio-     ^  1  Maccabees  iv.  44 — 5c. 
Clorus  Siculus,  Lepat.  18.  ^  Valeln  Exctrptiex  Polyb.  p  126c 

^  Hitronynius,  ibiU, 
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refuling  to  pay  it  to  the  minifters,  notwithftanding  their  car* 
neft  call  for  it.  But  as  foon  as  the  king  was  enthroned,  he 
brought  it  all  to  Alexandria,  and  there  paid  the  whole  into 
the  royal  treafury  ;  which  being  a  fupply  which  at  that  time 
came  very  conveniently  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the  go- 
vernment, he  then  obtained  great  applaufe  for  his  good  con- 
dud  in  this  matter  ;  but  afterwards  being  difgulted,  either  by 
fome  ill  treatment  from  the  miniltry,  or  for  that  his  fervice 
was  not  rewarded  according  to  his  expedation,  ^  he  revolted 
from  King  Ptolemy,  and  went  over  to  Antiochus,  and  deliver- 
ed the  ifland  of  Cyprus  into  his  hands.  Whereon  Antiochus 
received  him  with  great  favour,  admitted  him  ^  into  the  num- 
ber of  his  principal  friends,  and  made  him  *^  governor  of  Coele- 
Syria  and  Palelline,  and  fent  '^  Crates,  who  had  been  before 
deputy-governor  of  the  caftle  at  Jerufalem  under  Sollratus,  to 
be  chief  commander  of  Cyprus  in  his  (lead.  Thus  much  is 
proper  to  be  faid  of  him  in  this  place,  becaufe  there  will  be 
other  occafions  to  make  mention  of  him  in  the  future  feries 
of  this  hiftory. 

About  this  time,  «  for  forty  days  together,  there  were  feen 
at  Jerufalem  in  the  air,  very  ftrange  lights  of  horfemen  and 
footmen  armed  with  fhields,  fpcars,  and  fwords,  and  in  great 
companies,  fighting  againft,  and  charging  each  other,  as  in 
battle  array  ;  which  foreboded  thofe  calamities  of  war  and  de- 
folation  which  foon  after  happened  to  that  city  and  nation. 
And  the  like  were  feen  at  the  fame  place  before  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  city  by  the  Romans.  So  ^  Jofephus  tells  us,  who 
lived  in  that  time,  and  attefls  it  to  have  been  vouched  to  him 
by  fuch  as  had  been  eye-witnelTes  of  the  fame. 

Antiochus,  having  been  making  preparations  during  all  the 
winter  for  a  fecond  expedition  into  Egypt,  as  foon  as  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  would  permit,  s  again  invaded  that  country 
both  by  fea  and  land  ;  and  having  on  the  frontiers  gained  ^ 
another  victory  over  the  forces  of  Ptolemy  that  were  fent 
thither  to  oppofe  him,  took  Pelufium,  and  from  thence  made 
his  way  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom.  In  '  this  laft  over- 
throw of  the  Egyptian  army,  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  cut 
them  all  off  to  a  man  ;  but,  inftcad  of  purfuing  this  advantage, 
he  took  care  to  put  a  flop  to  the  executing  of  it,  riding  about 
the  field  in  perfon  after  the  viftory,  to  forbid  the  putting  of 

M  4  any 

*  z  Maccab.  x.  13.  ^  a  Maccab.  v.  r. 

b  1  Maccab.  iii,  38.  h  i  Maccab.  i.  17.  rS.    H'.i'-ony- 
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any  more  to  death ;  which  clemencj  of  his  fo  far  reconciled 
and  endeared  him  to  the  Egyptians,  that,  on  his  further  march 
into  the  country,  they  ^  all  readily  yielded  to  him,  and  he 
made  himfelf,  with  very  little  trouble,  mafter  of  Memphis, 
and  all  the  other  parts  of  Egypt,  excepting  Alexandria,  which 
alone  held  out  againft  him. 

While  Antiochus  carried  on  his  laft  invafion,  Philometor 
came  into  his  hands  :  whether  he  were  taken  prifoner  by  him, 
or  elfe  voluntarily  came  in  unto  him,  is  not  faid  ;  the  latter 
feems  meft  likely.  For  Antiochus  took  not  from  him  his  li- 
berty, but  ^  they  did  eat  at  the  fame  table,  converfed  together 
as  friends  ;  and  for  fome  time  Antiochus  pretended  to  take 
care  of  the  interefl  of  this  young  king  his  nephew,  and  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  as  tutor  and  guardian  to 
him.  But  when  he  had,  under  this  pretence,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  country,  he  feized  all  to  himfelf;  and,  having 
miferably  pillaged  all  parts  where  he  came,  ^  vaftly  enriched 
himfelf  and  his  army  with  the  fpoils  of  them.  During  all 
this  time,  Philometor  ^  condu<5ted  himfelf  with  a  very  mean 
fpirit,  keeping  himfelf,  while  in  arms,  at  as  great  a  diftance 
from  all  danger  as  he  was  able,  and  never  fhewing  himfelf  in 
the  army  that  was  to  fight  for  him  ;  and  afterwards  in  a  (loth- 
ful  cowardice  fubmitting  to  Antiochus,  and  fuffering  himfelf 
to  be  deprived  by  him  of  fo  large  a  kingdom,  without  at- 
tempting any  thing  for  the  preferving  of  it ;  which  was  not 
fo  much  owing  to  his  want  of  natural  courage  or  capacity 
(for  he  afterwards  gave  many  inftances  of  both),  as  to  the  ef- 
feminate education  in  which  he  was  bred  up  by  his  tutor  Eu- 
laeus.  For  that  wicked  eunuch  being  alfo  his  prime  mini- 
fter  of  ftate,  by  corrupting  him  with  all  manner  of  luxury 
and  effeminacy,  to  make  him  as  unfit  for  government  as  he 
was  able,  that  when  he  was  grown  up,  he  might  Itill  be  as  ne- 
cefFary  to  him,  and  have  the  fame  power  in  the  kingdom,  as  he 
before  had  in  the  time  of  his  minority  ;  which  is  a  policy  that 
hath  often  been  pra6lifed  by  wicked  minifters  towards  their 
princes  in  their  minority,  to  the  vafl  damage  always  of  the 
country  where  it  hath  happened. 

While  Antiochus  was  in  Egypt,  ^  a  falfe  rumour  having 
been  fpread  through  all  Paleftine   that  he  was   dead,  Jafon, 
thinking  this  a  fit  opportunity  for  him  again  to  recover  his 
ilation  at  Jerufalem,  which  he  formerly  had  there  as  high 
>  prieft, 

*  liicronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  a?. 
^  Hieronymus  ad  Dan.  xi.  25. 
'  I  Maccab.  i.  19. 
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prieft,  marched  thither  with  above  1000  men;  and  havings 
hy  the  affiftance  of  the  party  he  had  there,  taken  the  city,  and 
driven  Menelaus  to  flee  for  flicker  into  the  caftle,  he  afted  all 
manner  of  cruelties  upon  his  fellow  citizens,  putting  to  death, 
without  mercy,  as  many  of  thofe  whom  he  thought  his  adver- 
faries  as  he  could  light  upon. 

Antiochus,  on  his  being  informed  of  all  this  in  Egypt,  fup- 
pofed  that  the  whole  Jewifli  nation  had  revolted  from  him, 
and  therefore  *  marched  with  all  hafte  out  of  Egypt  into  Judea 
to  quell  this  rebellion ;  and  being  told,  that  the  people  of  Je- 
rufalem  made  great  rejoicings  on  the  news  which  came  to 
them  of  his  death,  he  was  very  much  provoked  thereat ;  and 
therefore,  in  a  great  rage,  laying  fiege  to  Jerufalem,  and  ^  ta- 
king the  city  by  force,  he  flew  of  the  inhabitants  in  three  days 
time  40,000  perfons ;  and  having  taken  as  many  more  captives, 
fold  them  for  flaves  to  the  neighbouring  nations.  And,  not  con- 
tent with  this,  he  impioufly  forced  himfelf  into  the  temple,  and 
entered  into  the  inner  and  moft  facred  receflfes  of  it,  polluting  by 
his  prefence  both  the  holy  place,  and  alfo  the  holy  of  holies,  the 
wicked  traitor  Menelaus  being  his  condudor,  and  fliewing  him 
the  way  into  both.  And  to  offer  the  greater  indignity  to  this  fa- 
cred place,  and  to  affront  in  the  higheft  manner  he  was  able 
the  religion  whereby  God  was  worfliipped  in  it,  he  facrificed 
a  great  fow  upon  the  altar  of  burnt-offerings  ;  and  broth  being 
by  his  command  made,  with  fome  part  of  the  flelh  boiled  in  it, 
he  caufed  it  to  be  fprinkled  all  over  the  temple  for  the  utmofl 
defiling  of  it:    and  after  this,  having  facrilegioufly  plundered 


•  I  Maccab.  i.  ao — »8.  i  Maccab.  v.  11 — ao.  Jofeph  Antiq.  lib.  ra. 
c.  7.  lib.  13,  c.  16.  De  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  i.  c.  i.  Contra  Apionem, 
lib.  4.  &  in  libro  de  Maccab.  c.  4.  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  34.  Ecloga  pri. 
ma,  p.  901.    Hicronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  27. 

b  That  Antiochus  at  this  time  took  Jerufalem  by  force,  is  faid  by 
the  author  of  the  fecond  book  of  the  Maccabees,  c.  v  1  r.  and  fo  alfo  by 
Diodorus  Siculus  in  the  place  above  cited  :  but  Jofephus,  in  the  lath 
book  of  his  Antiquities,  chap.  7.  contrary  hereto,  tells  us,  that  Antio- 
chus entered  the  city  afia-p^viTU  i.  e.  (without  forcet  thofe  of  his  party 
within  opening  the  gates  to  him  :  but  herein  he  is  alfo  contrary  to 
himfelf:  for,  in  hisHiftory  of  the  Jewifli  war,  book  i.  chap.  r.  he  faith, 
Antiochus  took  it  xara  Kpdrocy  i.  c.  byforcci  and  there  reprefents  him  as 
enraged  by  what  he  had  fufFered  in  the  fiege  ;  and,  in  the  6th  book  of 
the  fame  hiftory,  chap.  11.  he  fpeaks  of  thofe  who  were  flain  in  this 
liege,  fighting  againft  Antiochus  in  defence  of  the  place.  And,  this  13 
not  the  only  place  where  Jofephus  is  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  many 
other  inftances  may  be  fhewn  of  his  giving  different  accounts  of  the 
fame  matter  in  different  places.  He  having  written  his  Hiftory  of  the 
Jewilh  war  and  his  Antiquities  at  different  times,  between  thofe  two 
are  moft  of  thcfe  differences  to  be  found. 
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it,  by  taking  thence  the  altar  of  incenfe,  the  fhew-bread  table, 
the  candleftick  of  feven  branches  that  flood  in  the  holy  place, 
which  were  all  of  gold,  and  feveral  other  golden  veffels,  uten- 
fils,  and  donatives  of  former  kings,  to  the  value  of  1800  ta- 
lents of  gold,  and  made  the  like  plunder  in  the  city,  he  re- 
turned to  Antioch,  carrying  thither  with  him  the  fpoils  of 
Judea  as  well  as  of  Egypt ;  which  both  together  amounted  to 
an  immenfe  treafure  of  riches.  On  his  departure  from  Jeru- 
falem,  for  the  further  vexation  of  the  Jews,  *  he  appointed 
Philip  a  Phrygian,  who  was  a  man  of  a  very  cruel  and  bar- 
barous temper,  to  be  governor  of  Judea,  and  Andronicus,  an- 
other of  the  like  difpolition,  to  be  governor  of  Samaria,  and 
left  Menelaus  to  be  ftill  over  them  in  the  office  of  high  prieft, 
who  was  worfe  to  them  than  all  the  reft. 

As  to  Jafon,  *>  on  the  return  of  Antiochus  out  of  Egypt, 
he  durft  not  tarry  his  coming  to  Jerufalem,  but,  on  his  ap- 
proach to  that  place,  fled  thence  for  fear  of  him  back  again  in- 
to the  land  of  the  Ammonites :  but  being  there  accufcd  before 
Aretas  king  of  the  Arabians,  whofe  kingdom  reached  into 
that  country,  he  fled  from  thence  alfo  ;  and  after  that  being 
forced  to  fhift  from  place  to  place,  purfued  of  all  men,  and 
hated  every  where,  for  his  wickednefs  toward  God,  his  coun- 
try, and  his  religion,  and  finding  fafety  no  where  in  thofe  parts, 
he  was  caft  out  from  thence,  firft  into  Egypt,  and  from  thence 
again  into  Lacedemonia,  where  he  perilhed  in  exile  and  mi- 
fery,  without  having  any  one  to  give  him  a  burial. 

The  Alexandrians,  <^  finding  Philometor  to  be  fallen  under 
the  power  of  Antiochus,  and  by  him  in  a  manner 
PM^p'h  1       "^^'olly  deprived  of  the  crown,  looked  on  him  as 
metor  la.  '    altogether  loft  to  them  ;  and  therefore,  having  the 
younger  brother  with  them,  they  put  him  on  the 
throne,  and  made  him  their  king  inftead  of  the  other ;  from 
which  time  he  took  the  name  of  Ptolemy  Euergetes  the  fecond, 
but  afterwards  they  gave  him  the  name  of  Phyfcon,  i.  e.  the    ' 
fat  guts,  or  great  bellied,  by  reafon  of  the  great  and  prominent 
belly  which,  by  his  luxury  and  gluttony,  he  afterwards  ac- 
quired ;  and  by  this  name  he  is  moft  commonly  mentioned  by 
thofe  who  have  written  of  him.     On  his  thus  afcending  the 
throne,  ^  Cineas  and  Cumanus  were  made  his  prime  minifters, 
and  to  them  was   committed  the  care  of  again  reftoring  the 
broken  aflfairs  of  that  kingdom. 

Antiochus, 

^  2  Maccab.  v.  aa.  13. 

t  ^  MAccab.  v.  7. — 10. 

^  Porphyriup  in  Gnccis  Eufeb.  Scal'g.  p.  60.  68, 

i  Polyb.  Legat.  81.  p.  907. 
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Antiochus,  on  his  hearing  of  this,  ^  laid  hold  of  the  occafion 
for  his  making  of  a  third  expedition  into  Egypt,  under  pre- 
tence of  reftoring  the  depofed  king,   but  in  reality  to  fubjed 
the  whole  kingdom  to  himfelf ;  and  therefore,  having  ^  van- 
quifhed  the  Alexandrians  in  a  fea  fight  near  Pelufium,  he  again 
entered  the  country  with  a  great  army,  and  marched  diredtly 
towards  Alexandria  to  lay  fiege  to  the  place.     Whereon  the 
young  king,  '^  confulting  with  his  two  minifters,  agreed  to  call 
a  council  of  the  chief  commanders  of  the  army,  and,  upon  ad- 
vice had  with  them,  purfue  fuch  methods  for  the  {lemming  of 
the  prefent  difficulties  as   they  fliould  direft  him  unto ;  who, 
having  accordingly  been  called  and  met  together,  and  having 
thoroughly  confidered  the  ftate  of  the  then  prefent  affairs,  ad- 
vifed  to  endeavour  an  accommodation  with  Antiochus  j  and  that 
the  ambafladors  who  were   then  at  Alexandria,   on  embaffies 
from  feveral  of  the  Grecian  ftates  to  the  Egyptian  court,  fliould 
be  defired  to  interpofe  their  mediation  for  the  efFefting  of  it: 
who,  «*  having  readily  undertaken  the  matter,  forthwith  failed 
up  the  river  to  meet  Antiochus,  with  the  propofals  of  peace 
which  they  were  cntrufted  with,   taking  with   them  two  am.- 
bafladors   from   Ptolemy  himfelf  for   the  fame  purpofe.     On 
their  coming  to  his  camp,  he  received  them  very  kindly  ;  and, 
havingthe  firft  day  entertained  them  at  a  fplendid  treat,  appoint- 
ed the  next  day  to  hear  what  they  had  to  propofe.  The  Achse- 
ans  having  then  firft  opened   the  caufe   on   which  they  w^ere 
fent,  all  the  reft  fpoke  to  it  in  their  turns,  and  they  all  agreed  in 
laying  the  blame  of  making  the  war  on  Eulseus's  ill  condu6l, 
and  the  nonage  of  King  Ptolemy  Philometorj  and  on  thefe  two 
heads  they  apologized  as   much   as  they  could  for  the  prefent 
king,  in  order  to  mollify  Antiochus,  and  bring  him  to  terms 
of  peace  with  him  ;  and  much  urged   the  relation  which  was 
between  them  for  a  motive  to  induce  him  to  it.     Antiochus, 
in  anfwer  to  them,  acknowledged  all  to  be  true  that  they  had 
faid  concerning  the  caufe  of  the  war  ;   and   then  took  the  op- 
portunity of  fetting  forth  his  title  to  the  provinces  of  Coele- 
Syria  and  Paleftine,  alledging  all  the  arguments  for  it  which 
have  been  ^  above  mentioned,  and  producing  inftruments  for 
the  proof  of  all   that  he  alledged  ;  which   he  did  in  fach  a 
manner  as  fully  fatisfied  all  that  were  prefent  of  his  rigi)t  to 
thofe  provinces.  And  then,  as  to  the  propofals  of  peace,  he  re- 
ferred them  to  a  future  treaty,  which   he   faid  he   fliould  be 
ready  to  enter  into  with  them  about  this  matter,  when  two 

perfons 

"  Po!yb.  Legat.  80—81.  p.  906.         *  Polyb.  Legal.  8 r.  p.  607. 
907.     Livius,  lib.  44.  c.  19.  **  Polyb.  Legat.  82.  p.  908. 

t'  Livius,  ibid»  '  Supra,  fub  Anno  173. 
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perfons  then  abfent,  whom  he  named,  fliould  come  to  him, 
without  whom,  he  told  them,  he  could  do  nothing  herein  ;  and 
then  went  to  Naucratis,  and  from  thence  to  Alexandria,  and 
there  laid  fiege  to  the  place.  Ptolemy  Euergetes  and  Cleo- 
patra his  filter,  who  were  then  fliut  up  in  the  town,  being 
hereby  much  diflrefled,  *  fent  ambafladors  to  the  Romans  to 
reprefent  their  cafe,  and  pray  relief.  And,  a  little  after,  there 
came  ambaffadors  from  the  Rhodians,  to  endeavour  to  make 
peace  between  the  two  kings,  ^  who  having  landed  at  Alex- 
andria, and  receiving  what  inftru6tions  the  miniflers  of  that 
court  would  entruft  them  with,  went  thence  to  the  camp  in 
which  Antiochus  lay  before  the  town,  and  ufed  the  befl  of 
their  endeavours  with  him  to  bring  him  to  an  accommodation 
with  the  Egyptian  king,  infifting  on  the  long  frienafhip  and 
alliance  which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  with  both  crowns, 
and  the  obligatiofis  which  they  thought  themfelves  under  on 
this  account,  to  do  the  beil  offices  tbey  were  able  for  the  ma- 
king of  peace  between  them.  But  while  they  were  proceeding 
in  long  harangues  on  thefe  topics,  Antiochus  interrupted  them, 
and  in  few  words  told  them,  that  there  was  no  need  of  long 
orations  as  to  this  matter;  that  the  kindgom  belonged  to  Phi- 
lometor  the  elder  brother,  with  whom  he  had  fome  time  fince 
made  peace,  and  was  now  in  perfeft  friendfliip  with  him';  that, 
if  they  would  recal  him  from  baniftiment,  and  again  re- 
llore  him  to  his  crown,  the  war  would  be  at  an  end.  This 
he  faid,  not  that  he  intended  any  fuch  thing,  but  only  out  of 
craft  further  to  embroil  the  kingdom,  for  the  better  obtaining 
of  his  own  ends  upon  it ;  for,  ^  finding  he  could  make  no 
work  of  it  at  Alexandria,  but  that  he  mull  be  forced  to  raife 
the  fiege,  the  fcheme  which  he  had  now  laid  for  the  compaffing 
of  his  defigns,  was  to  put  the  two  brothers  together  by  the 
ears,  and  engage  them  in  a  war  againlt  each  other,  that,  when 
they  had  by  intelline  broils  wafted  and  fpent  their  flrength, 
he  might  come  upon  them,  while  thus  weakened  and  fpent, 
and  fwallow  both.  And,  *^  with  this  view  having  withdrawn 
from  Alexandria,  he  marched  to  Memphis,  and  there  feem- 
ingly  again  reitored  the  whole  kingdom  to  Philometer,  excepting 
only  Pelulium  which  he  retained  in  his  hands,  that,  having  this 
key  of  Egypt  ftill  in  his  keeping,  he  might  thereby  again 
enter  Egypt,  when  matters  ftiould  there,  according  to  the 
fcheme  which  he  had  laid,  be  ripe  for  it,  and  fo  fcize  the 
whole  kingdom  ;  and,  having  thus  difpofed  matters,  he  re- 
turned again  to  Antioch. 

Ptolemy 

*  Polyb.  Legit.  90.  p.  915.  Liviu?,        ^  Polyb.  Legat  84.  p.  909. 
lib.  /14.  c.  19.  Jiiitin.  lib.  24-  c.  ^.  ^  Liviup,  lib.  45«  c.  iz. 
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Ptolemy  Philometor,  now  roufed  from  his  luxurious  floth 
by  the  misfortunes  which  he  had  fufFered  in  thefe  revolutions, 
had  penetration  enough  to  fee  into  what  Antiochus  intended. 
His  *  keeping  of  Pelufium  was  a  fufficient  indication  unto 
him,  that  he  held  this  gate  of  Egypt  ftill  in  his  power,  only 
to  enter  through  it  again  when  he  and  his  brother  ftiould  have 
wafted  themfelves  fo  far  by  their  domeftic  feuds,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  refift  him,  and  fo  make  a  prey  of  both.  And  therefore, 
for  the  preventing  of  this,  as  foon  as  Antiochus  was  gone,  he 
fent  to  his  brother  to  invite  him  to  an  accommodation;  and,  by 
the  means  of  Cleopatra,  who  was  lifter  to  both,  an  agreement 
was  made  upon  terms  that  the  two  brothers  ftiould  jointly  reign 
together.  Whereon,  Philometor  returning  to  Alexandria, 
peace  was  reftored  to  Egypt,  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
people,  efpecially  of  the  Alexandrians,  who  greatly  fuffered  by 
the  war :  but,  the  two  brothers  being  aware  that  Antiochus 
would  return  again  upon  them,  ^  fent  ambafladors  into  Greece 
to  get  auxiliary  forces  from  thence  for  their  defence  againft: 
him  ;  and  they  had  reafon  enough  fo  to  do.  For  Antiochus 
hearing  of  this  agreement  of  the  two  brothers,  and  finding  his 
fine  fpun  fcheme  of  policy,  whereby  he  thought  to  have  made 
liimfelf  mafter  of  Egypt,  wholly  baffled  by  it,  <=  he  fell  into  a 
great  rage,  and  refolved  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  both  the 
brothers  with  greater  force  and  fury  than  he  had  againft  either 
of  them  before. 

And  therefore,  <*  very  early  the  next  fpring,  he  fent  a  fleet 

to  Cyprus  to  fecure  that  ifland  to  him  ;  and,  at  the 

fame   time,   in  perfon  marched  by  land  with  a   ^""Vv5?* 
*  '^  ,  V        •        r  Ptol.Philo- 

numerous  army  to  make  another  mvalion  upon   metori^. 

Egypt;  in  which  he  purpofed,  without  owning  the 
intereft  of  either  of  his  nephews,  to  fupprefs  them  both,  and 
make  an  abfolute  concjueft  of  the  whole  kingdom.  On  his  co- 
ming to  Rhinocorura,  he  was  there  met  by  ambafladors  from 
Philometor,  by  whom  that  prince,  having  acknowledged  his  re- 
ftoration  to  his  kingdom  to  be  owing  to  him,  deflred  him  that 
he  would  not  deftroy  his  own  work,  but  permit  him  peaceably 
to  enjoy  the  crov/n  which  he  wore  by  his  favour.  But  An- 
tiochus not  at  all  regarding  the  compliment,  but  waving  all 
thofe  pretences  of  favour  and  affe6tion  for  either  of  his  ne- 
phews which  he  had  hitherto  made  {hew  of,  now  plainly  de- 
clared himfelf  an  enemy  to  both,  telling  the  ambafladors,  that 

he 

*  Livius,  lib.  45.  c.  11.     Juftin.  lib.  34.  c.  a.    Porphyrius  in  Grasci? 
Eufeb.    Scalig.  p.  60.  &  in  Eufebii  Chronicon,  p.  68, 
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he  demanded  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and  the  city  of  Pelufium, 
with  all  the  lands  that  lay  on  that  branch  of  the  Nile  on  which 
Pelulium  flood,  to  be  yielded  to  him  in  perpetuity ;  and  that 
he  would  on  no  other  terms  give  peace  to  either  of  the  bro- 
thers ;  and,  having  fet  them  a  day  for  their  giving  him  an  an- 
fwer  to  this  demand,  as  foon  as  that  day  was  over,  and  no  an- 
fwer  returned  to  his  fatisfa6tion,he  again  invaded  Egypt  with  a 
numerous  array;  and,  having  fubdued  all  the  country  as  far  as 
Memphis,  and  there  received  the  fubmiffion  of  moft  of  the  reft, 
he  marched  towards  Alexandria  for  the  befieging  of  that  city, 
the  redu<5lion  of  which  would  have  made  him  abfolute  mafter 
of  the  whole  kingdom ;  and  this  moft  certainly  he  would  have 
accompliQied,  but  that  he  met  a  Roman  embafly  in  his  way, 
which  put  a  flop  to  his  further  progrefs,  and  totally  dalhed  all 
the  defigns  which  he  had  been  fo  long  carrying  on  for  the  ma- 
king of  himfelf  mafter  of  that  country, 

I  have  mentioned  before, how  Ptolemy  Euergetes,  the  young- 
er of  the  two  brothers,  and  Cleopatra  his  fifter,  being  diftrelf. 
cd  by  the  former  fiege  which  Antiochus  had  laid  to  Alexan- 
dria, fent  ambafladors  to  the  Romans  to  pray  their  relief. 
Thefe  *  being  introduced  into  the  fenate,  did  there  in  a  lament- 
able habit,  and  with  a  more  lamentable  oration,  fet  forth  their 
cafe,  and,  in  the  humbleft  manner  proftrating  themfelves  before 
that  aflembly,  prayed  their  help  ;  with  which  the  fenate  being 
moved,  and  having  ^  conlidered  alfo,  how  much  it  was  their 
own  intereft  not  to  permit  Antiochus  to  grow  fo  great,  as  the 
annexing  of  Egypt  to  Syria  would  make  him,  decreed  to  fend 
an  embafly  into  Egypt  to  put  an  end  to  this  war.  The  per- 
fons  they  appointed  for  it  were  Caius  Popilius  Lsenas  (who 
had  been  conful  four  years  before),  Caius  Decimius,  and  Caius 
Hoftilius.  Their  commiftlon  was  firft  to  go  to  Antiochus, 
and  after  that  to  Ptolemy,  and  to  fignify  to  them,  that  it  was  the 
deflre  of  the  fenate,  that  they  fliould  defift  from  making  any 
farther  war  upon  each  other ;  and  that,  if  either  of  them  fliould 
refufe  fo  to  do,  him  the  Roman  people  would  no  longer  hold 
to  be  either  their  friend  or  their  ally.  And,  that  thefe  ambaf- 
ladors  might  come  foon  enough  to  execute  their  inftru<ftion3 
before  Antiochus  fliould  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Egypt,  they 
were  difpatched  away  in  that  hafte,  that  within  three  days  af- 
ter they  left  Rome,  and  taking  with  them  the  Egyptian  am- 
bafladors,  they  haftened  to  Brandufium,  and  there  pafllng  over 
to  the  Grecian  fliore,  from  thence  by  the  way  of  Chalcis,  De- 
los,  and  Rhodes,  came  to  Alexandria,  juft  as  Antiochus  was 

making 

■  Livius,  lib.  44.  c.  ig. 
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making  that  fecond  march  to  befiege  this  city,  which  I  have 
mentioned.  On  his  arrival  at  Leufine,  a  place  within  four 
miles  of  Alexandria,  the  ambaffadors  there  met  him.  On  the 
light  of  Popilius  (with  whom  he  had  contracted  an  intimate 
friendfliip  and  familiarity  while  he  was  an  hoftage  at  Rome), 
he  put  forth  his  hand  to  embrace  him  as  his  old  friend  and 
acquaintance:  but  Popilius,  refuiing  the  compliment,  told  him, 
that  the  public  intereft  of  his  country  muft  take  place  of 
private  friendfliip  ;  that  he  muft  firft  know  whether  he  were 
a  friend  or  an  enemy  to  the  Roman  ftate,  before  he  could 
own  him  as  a  friend  to  himfelf ;  and  then  delivered  into  his 
hands  the  tables,  in  which  were  written  the  decree  of  the  fe- 
nate  which  they  cam.e  to  communicate  to  him,  and  required 
him  to  read  it,  and  forthwith  give  his  anfwer  thereto.  An- 
tiochus,  having  read  the  decree,  told  Popilius  he  would  confult 
with  his  friends  about  it,  and  fpeedily  give  him  the  anfwer 
they  fliould  advife  ;  but  *  Popilius,  infifting  on  an  immediate 
anfwer,  forthwith  drew  a  circle  round  him  in  the  fand  with 
the  ftafF  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  required  him  to  give 
his  anfwer  before  he  ftirred  out  of  that  circle  ;  at  which  ftrange 
and  peremptory  way  of  proceeding  Antiochus  being  ftartled, 
after  a  little  hefitation  yielded  to  it,  and  told  the  ambaflador, 
that  he  would  obey  the  command  of  the  fenate  ;  whereon  Po- 
pilius, accepting  his  embraces,  aded  thenceforth  according 
to  his  former  friendfliip  with  him.  That  which  made  him  fa 
bold  as  to  adl  with  him  after  this  peremptory  manner,  and  the 
other  fo  tame  as  to  yield  thus  patiently  to  it,  was  the  news 
which  they  had  a  little  before  received  of  the  great  victory 
of  the  Romans,  which  they  had  gotten  over  Perfeus  king  of 
Macedonia.  For,  Paulus  -^milius  having  now  vanquiflied  that 
king,  and  thereby  added  Macedonia  to  the  Roman  empire,  the 
name  of  the  Romans  after  this  carried  that  weight  with  it,  as 
created  a  terror  in  all  the  neighbouring  nations ;  fo  that  none 
of  them  after  this  cared  to  difpute  their  commands,  but  were 
glad  on  any  terms  to  maintain  peace  and  cultivate  a  friendfliip 
with  them.  After  Popilius  had  thus  fent  Antiochus  back  again 
into  Syria,  ^  he  returned  with  his  colleagues  to  Alexandria  ; 
and,  having  there  ratified  and  fully  fixed  the  terms  of  agreement 
which  had  been  before,  but  not  fo  perfedly,  made  between  the 
two  brothers,  he  failed  to  Cyprus  j  and  having  fent  from  thence 
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"Polyb.  Legat.  ga.  p.  9i6.  Livius,  lib.  45.  c.  ii.  12.  Juftin.  lib.  34. 
c.  3.  Appian.  in  Syriacis.  Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  6.  c.  4.  Vallefius  Fa- 
terculus,  lib.  i.  c.  10.  Plutarch,  in  Apothegm,  c.  jz.  Hleronymus  in 
Dan,  xi.  27. 
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Antiochus's  fleet,  as  he  had  him  and  his  army  before  from  Egypt, 
and  caufed  a  thorough  reftoration  of  that  ifland  to  be  made  to 
the  Egyptian  kings,  to  whom  it  of  right  belonged,  he  returned 
home  to  relate  to  the  fenate  the  full  fuccefs  of  his  embafly ; 
and  ambafladors  followed  him  from  the  twoPtolemys  to  thank 
the  fenate  for  the  great  benefit  they  had  received  from  it ;  for 
to  this  embafly  they  owed  their  kingdom,  and  that  peaceable 
enjoyment  whereby  they  were  now  fettled  in  it. 

Antiochus  returning  out  of  Egypt  in  great  *  wrath  and  in- 
dignation, becaufe  of  the  baffle  which  he  had  there  met  with 
from  the  Romans  of  all  his  defigns  upon  that  country,  he 
vented  it  all  upon  the  Jews,  who  had  no  way  oflfended  him. 
For,  on  his  marching  back  through  Paleftine,  ^  he  detached 
off  from  his  army  22,000  men,  under  the  command  of  ApoUo- 
nius,  who  wis  over  the  tribute,  and  fent  them  to  Jerufalem 
to  deftroy  the  place. 

It  was  '^  jufl  two  years  after  Antiochus  had  taken  Jerufalem 
that  ApoUonius  came  thither  with  his  army.  On  his  firft  arri- 
val he  carried  himfelf  peaceably,  concealing  his  purpofe,  and 
forbearing  all  hoftilities  till  the  next  fabbath ;  but  then,  «^  when 
the  people  were  all  affembled  together  in  their  fynagogues,  for 
the  celebrating  of  the  religious  duties  of  the  day,  thinking  this 
the  propereft  time  for  the  executing  of  his  bloody  commiffion, 
he  let  loofe  all  his  forces  upon  them,  with  command  to  flay  all 
the  men,  and  take  captive  the  women  and  children  to  fell  them 
for  flaves ;  which  they  executed  with  the  utmofl:  rigour  and 
cruelty,  flaying  all  the  men  they  could  light  on,  without  fliew- 
ing  mercy  to  any,  and  filling  the  ftreets  with  their  blood.  After 
this,  having  fpoiled  the  city  of  all  its  riches,  they  fet  it  on  fire 
in  feveral  places,  demoliflied  the  houfes,  and  pulled  down  the 
walls  round  about  it;  and  then,  with  the  ruins  of  the  demoliflied 
city,  built  a  ftrong  fortrefs  on  the  top  of  an  eminence  in  the  city 
of  David,  which  was  over  againfl:  the  temple,  and  over-looked 
and  commanded  the  fame,  and  there  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon  ; 
and,  making  it  a  place  of  arms  againft  the  whole  nation  of  the 
Jews,  ftored  it  with  all  manner  of  provifions  of  war,  and  there 
alfo  they  laid  up  the  fpoils  which  they  had  taken  in  the  facking 
of  the  city.  And  this  fortrefs,  by  the  advantage  of  its  fituation, 
being  thus  higher  than  the  mountain  of  the  temple,  and  com- 
manding the  fame,  from  thence  the  garrifon  foldiers  fell  on 
all  thofe  that  went  up  thither  to  worfliip,  and  flied  their  blood 
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on  every  fide  of  the  fan<Stuarj,  and  defiled  it  with  all  manner  of 
pollutions;  fo  that  from  this  time  the  temple  became  deferted, 
and  the  daily  facrifices  omitted  ;  and  none  of  the  true  fervants 
of  God  duril  any  more  go  up  thither  to  worfiiip,  ^  till  Judas, 
after  three  years  and  an  half,  having  recovered  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Heathens,  purged  the  place  of  its  pollutions,  and, 
by  anew  dedication,  reftored  it  again  to  its  pridine  ufe.  For^ 
all  that  efcaped  this  carnage,  being  fled  from  Jerufalem,  left 
that  place  wholly  in  the  hands  of  ftrangers  ;  fo  that  the  fane- 
tuary  was  laid  wafte,  and  the  whole  city  defolated  of  its  natu- 
ral inhabitants.  At  this  time  ^  Judas  Maccabasus,  with  fome 
others  that  accompanied  him,  fled  into  the  wildernefs,  and  there 
lived  in  great  hardftiip,  fubfifting  themfelves  upon  herbs,  and 
what  elfe  the  mountains  and  the  woods  could  afford  them,  till 
they  gained  an  opportunity  of  taking  up  arms  for  themfelves 
and  their  country,  in  manner  as  will  be  hereafter  related.  Jofe- 
phus  '^  makes  Autiochus  himfelf  to  be  prefent  at  this  execution, 
and  confounds  what  was  now  done  by  Apollonius  with  what 
himfelf  did  in  his  own  perfon  two  years  before:  but  the  books 
of  the  Maccabees  rightly  diftinguifiied  thefe  two  actions  as 
done  at  two  different  times,  the  one  by  Antiochus  himfelf,  af- 
ter his  fecond  expedition  into  Egypt,  and  the  other  by  Apollo- 
nius his  lieutenant,  fent  by  him  for  this  purpofe  on  his  return 
from  his  fourth  and  laft  expedition  into  that  country  two  years 
after,  and  hereby  both  are  put  in  their  true  light. 

This  was  done  about  the  time  of  the  year  in  which  our  Whit- 
funtide  now  falls.  Livy  ^  tells  us,  that  Antiochus  made  this  his; 
laft  expedition  inta  Egypt/»r//7zo  zjere,  z.  e.  in  the  firft  beginning 
of  the  fpring;  and  tiiat  the  Roman  ambaffadors  met 'him  before 
he  could  in  that  march  reach  Alexandria,  which  could  not  be 
above  a  month  or  fix  weeks  after  his  firft  entering  into  that 
country  in  this  expedition;  and,  immediately  on  his  meeting 
tliofe  ambaffadors,  he  was  forced  to  march  back  again,  and  in 
that  march  might  reach  Paleftine  about  the  end  of  May  ;  and 
then  Apollonius,  being  fent  with  his  commiffion  for  the  defola- 
ting  of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem,  there  executed  it,  as 
above  related,  in  the  beginning  of  June  following.  For  that  de- 
folation  of  tlie  temple  happened '^juft  three  years  and  fix  months 
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^  Jofephus  in  Prjefatione  ad  Hift.  de  Bello  Judaico,  Sc  ejufdem  Hill;. 
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before  it  was  again  reftored  by  Judas  Maccabseus,  as  hath  been 
already  faid ;  and  therefore,  that  reftoration  having  been  made* 
on  the  25th  day  of  the  9th  month  of  the  Jews,  called  Cilleu,  in 
the  148th  year  of  the  sera  of  the  Seleucidse,  it  muft  follow,  that 
the  time  of  this  defolation  muft  have  been  on  or  about  the  25th 
day  of  their  third  month,  called  Sivan,  in  the  sera  of  the  Seleu- 
cidse 145,  which  anfwers  to  the  aera  before  Ch rift  168,  under 
which  1  have  placed  it.  And  the  Jewifli  month  Sivan  anfwering 
in  part  to  the  month  of  May,  and  in  part  to  the  month  of  June, 
in  the  Julian  kalendar,  the  25th  of  that  month  muft  happen  near 
or  about  the  time  of  our  Whitfuntide,  as  1  have  faid ;  and  then 
it  was,  that,  by  the  command  of  Antiochus,  and  the  wicked 
agency  of  Apollonius,  the  daily  facrifices,  whereby  God  was 
Jionoured  every  morning  and  eveningat  Jerufalam,  were  made 
to  ceafe,  and  the  temple  turned  into  defolation. 

And  this  was  not  all  the  mifchief  that  was  done  that  people 
this  year.  For,  as  foon  as  Antiochus  was  returned  to  Antioch, 
''he  iflued  out  a  decree,  that  all  nations  within  his  dominions, 
leaving  their  former  rites  and  ufages,  fliould  conform  to  the  re- 
ligion of  the  king,  and  worfliip  the  fame  gods,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  as  he  did;  which,  although  couched  in  general  terms, 
■was  levelled  mainly  againft  the  Jews,  that  thereby  an  handle 
might  be  afforded  for  the  further  oppreffing  of  that  people ;  and 
it  feems  for  no  other  end  to  have  been  extended  to  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  Syrian  empire,  but  that  thereby  it  might  reach  all 
of  the  Jewifh  worfhip,  wherever  they  were  difperfed  among 
them,  it  being  refolved  by  Antiochus,  through  the  advice  ^  of 
Ptolemy  Macron,  to  carry  on  this  perfecution,  not  only  againft 
the  Jews  of  Paleftine,  but  againft  all  others  of  that  religion 
who  were  fettled  any  where  elfe  within  his  dominions.  And 
this  indeed  was  moft  conformable  to  his  intention,  his  defign 
being  to  cut  off  all  of  them,  wherever  they  were,  within  his 
reach,  that  would  not  conform  to  his  decree,  by  apoftatifing 
from  their  God  and  his  law,  thatfo  he  might,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  extinguiili  both  the  Jewifh  religion  and  the  Jewifh  name  and 
nation  at  the  fame  time.  And,  for  the  more  effectual  executing 
of  this  decree,  ^  he  fent  overfeers  into  all  the  provinces  of  his 
empire,  to  fee  to  the  obfervance  of  it,  and  to  inftrucl  the  people 
in  all  the  rites  which  they  were  to  conform  to.    And  ^  all  the 
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Heathen  nations  readily  obeyed  his  commands  herein,  one  fort 
of  idolatry  being  as  acceptable  to  them  as  another  ;  and  none 
did  more  readily  run  into  this  change  than  the  Samaritans. 
*  As  long  as  the  Jews  were  in  profperity,  it  was  their  iifage  to 
challenge  kindred  with  them,  and  profefs  themfelves  to  be  of 
the  ftock  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  fons  of  Jofeph.  But,  when  the 
Jews  were  under  any  calamity  or  perfecution,  then  they  would 
fay,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  them,  that  they  were  of 
the  race  of  the  Medes  and  Perlians  (as  in  truth  they  were),  and 
not  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  would  thus  utterly  difown  all  manner 
of  relation  to  them;  of  which  they  gave  a  very  lignal  inftance 
at  this  time.  For,  finding  the  Jews  under  fo  fevere  a  perfecu- 
tion, and  fearing  left  they  alfo  might  be  involved  in  it,  they 
addrefled  themfelves  to  the  king  by  a  petition;  wherein  having 
fet  forth,  that,  though  their  forefathers  had  formerly,  for  the 
avoiding  of  frequent  plagues  that  happened  in  their  country, 
been  induced  to  obferve  the  fabbaths  and  other  religious  rites 
of  the  Jews,  and  had  on  Mount  Gerizim  a  temple  like  theirs  at 
Jerufalem,  and  therein  facrificed  to  a  god  ^  without  a  name,  as 
they  di^,  and,  through  the  fuperftition  of  an  ancient  cuftom, 
they  had  ever  fince  gone  on  in  the  fame  way,  yet  they  were  not 
of  that  nation,  or  were  anyway  related  to  them,  but  were  de- 
fcended  from  the  Sidonians,  and  were  ready  to  conform  to  all 
the  rites  and  ufages  of  the  Greeks,  according  as  the  king  had 
commanded  :  they  therefore  prayed,  that,  feeing  the  king  had 
ordered  the  puniftiing  of  that  wicked  people,  -they  might  not 
be  involved  with  them  therein  as  guilty  with  them  of  the  fame 
crimes.  And  they  further  petitioned,  that  their  temple,  which 
had  hitherto  been  dedicated  to  no  efpecial  deity,  might  thence- 
forth be  made  the  temple  of  the  Grecian  Jupiter,  and  be  fo 
called  for  the  future.  To  which  petition  Antiochus  having 
given  a  favourable  anfwer,  fent  his  order  to  ^  Nicanor,  the 
xieputy-governor  of  the  province  of  Samaria,  to  dedicate  their 
temple  to  the  Grecian  Jupiter,  according  to  their  defire,  and 
no  more  to  give  them  any  moleftation. 

And  the  Samaritans  were  not  the  only  apoflates  that  forfook 
their  God  and  his  law  on  this  trial.  ^  Many  of  the  Jews,  either 
to  avoid  the  perfecution,  or  to  curry  favour  with  the  king  and 
his  officers,  by  their  compliance,  or  elfe,  out  of  their  own  wic- 
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*  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  i».  c.  7. 

^  For  Jehovah,  which  was  the  proper  name  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  was 
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ked  inclinations,  did  the  fame  thing.  And  there  were  hereon 
great  fallings  awayinlfrael,  and  many  of  thofe  who  were  guilty 
herein,  joining  with  the  king's  forces  then  in  the  land,  became 
^  much  bitterer  enemies  to  their  brethren  than  any  of  the  Hea- 
then themfelves  who  were  fent  of  purpofe.to  perfecute  them. 

The  overfeer,  who  was  fent  to  fee  this  decree  of  the  king's 
executed  in  Judea  and  Samaria,  was  ^  one  Atheneeus,  an  old 
man,  who,  being  well  verfed  in  all  the  rites  of  the  Grecian  ido- 
latry, was  thought  a  very  proper  perfon  to  initiate  thofe  people 
into  the  obfervance  of  thenn.  On  his  coming  to  Jerufalem,  and 
there  executing  his  commiflion,  ^  all  facrilices  to  the  God  of 
Ifrael  were  made  to  ceafe,  all  the  obfervances  of  the  Jewilli  re- 
ligion were  fupprefled,  the  temple  itfelf  was  polluted,  and  made 
unfit  for  God's  worihip,  their  fabbaths  and  feftivals  were  pro- 
faned, their  children  forbidden  to  be  circumcifed,  and  their 
law,  wherever  it  could  be  found,  was  taken  away  or  deftroyed, 
and  the  ordinances  which  God  commanded  them  were  wholly 
iupprelied  throughout  the  land,  and  every  one  was  put  to 
death  that  was  difcovered  in  any  of  thefe  particulars  to  have 
a(5led  againfl  what  the  king  had  decreed.  The  Syrian  foldiers 
under  this  overfeer  were  the  chief  miflionaries,  and  by  them 
this  converfion  of  the  Jews  to  the  king's  religion  was  effe^ed 
in  the  fame  manner  as  a  late  neighbouring  prince  converted  his 
Proteftant  fubjecls  to  the  idolatrous  fupcrftitionof  Rome,  which 
falls  very  little  Ikort  of  being  altogether  as  bad.  Having  thus 
expelled  the  Jev^lh  worfliip  out  of  the  temple,  they  introduced 
thither  the  Heathen  in  its  ftead,  and,  confecrating  it  to  the  chief 
of  their  falfe  gods,  called  it  ^  the  temple  ofjiipiter  Olympms  ; 
and,  having  erefted  his  image  upon  one  part  of  the  altar  of  Ho- 
locauft,  that  ftood  in  the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  upon  ano- 
ther part  of  it,  juil  before  that  image,  they  built  another  lefTer 
altar,  whereon  they  facrificed  to  him.  This  was  done  '^on  the 
15th  day  of  the  Jewifh  month  Cifleu,  which  anfwers  in  part  to 
November  and  in  part  to  December  in  our  kalendar;  and  ^on 
the  25th  day  of  the  fame  month  they  there  begun  their  facri- 
fices  to  him.  And  they  did  the  fame  ^  to  the  S  imaritan  temple 
on  Mount  Gerizim,  confecrating  it  to  the  fame  Grecian  god 
•[upiter,  by  the  name  of  'Jupiter  the  ProteBor  of  Jirangers. 
Tiiat  it  was  the  requefl  of  the  Samaritans  themfelves  to  have 
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their  temple  confecrated  to  the  Grecian  Jupiter  hath  been  al- 
ready fliewn  ;  and  it  was  alfo  ^  at  their  delire  that  it  was  con- 
fecrated to  him  under  this  additional  title  oi Protefior  ofjiran- 
gers,  that  thereby  it  might  be  exprelTed,  that  they  were  ftran- 
gers  in  that  land,  and  not  of  the  race  of  li'rael,  who  were  the  old 
inhabitants  of  it.  And,  whereas  ^  two  women  were  found 
at  Jerufalem  to  have  circumcifed  their  male  children,  of  which 
they  had  been  lately  delivered,  they  hanged  thofe children  about 
their  necks,  and,  having  led  them  in  this  manner  through  the 
city,  call  them  headlong  over  the  fteepeft  part  of  the  walls,  and 
alfo  flew  all  tljofe  who  liad  been  acceffory  v/ith  them  in  the 
performance  of  this  forbidden  rite.  And  with  the  fame  feverity 
they  treated  all  others  who  were  found  in  the  pradice  of  any 
one  of  their  former  religious  ufages,  contrary  to  what  the  king 
had  commanded.  And,  the  more  to  propagate  among  the  people 
that  Heathen  worihip  which  was  enjoined,  and  to  bring  all  to 
conform  thereto,  ^  they  did  fet  up  altars,  groves,  and  chapels, 
of  idols  in  every  city  ;  and  officers  '^  were  fent  to  them,  who, 
on  the  day  of  the  king's  birth,  in  every  month,  forced  all  to 
offer  facrifices  to  the  Grecian  gods,  and  ^  eat  of  the  flefii  of 
fwine,  and  other  unclean  beads  then  facrificed  to  them.  And 
when  the  feaft  of  Bacchus,  the  god  of  drunkennefs,  came,  and 
proceffions  were  made  as  ulual,  among  the  Heathen  Greeks,  to 
the  honour  of  that  abominable  deity,  the  Jews  ^  were  forced 
to  join  therein,  and  carry  s  ivy,  as  the  rell  of  the  Heathens 
did,  according  to  the  idolatrous  ufage  of  the  day. 

When  thefe  officers  were  thus  fent  to  make  all  J udea  conform 
to  the  king's  religion,  and  facrifice  to  his  gods,  ^  one  of  them, 
called  Apelles,came  toModin,  where  dwelt  Mattathias,  aprieft 
of  the  courfe  '  of  Joarib,  a  very  honourable  perfon,  and  one 
truly  zealous  for  the  law  of  his  God.  He  was  ^  the  fon  of 
John,  the  fon  of  Simon,  the  fon  of  Afmonseus,  from  whom  the 
family  had  the  name  of  Afmoneans,  and  he  had  with  him  five 
fons,  all  very  valiant  men,  and  equally  with  himfelf  zealous 
obfervers'of  the  law  of  their  God  ;  Johanan,  called  Kaddis,  Si- 

N  3  mon^ 

*  a  Maccab.  vi.  a. 

^  I  Miccab.  i.  60. 6 1. 63.  2  Maccab.  vi.  10.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  la.  c.  f. 

•^  I  Maccab.  i.  47. 

*l  I  Maccab.  i.  jr.  58.  ii.  15. 

c  I  Maccab.  i.  47.    Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  34.  eclog.  1. 

i  a  Maccab.  vi.  7. 

s  Ivy  was  facred  to  Bacchus,  and  therefore  the  Bacchanals  always 
carritd  it  in  their  proceffions, 

h  I  Maccab.  ii.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  12. 

i  The  couife  of  Joanb  was  the  firft  of  the  24  courfes  of  the  priells 
that  ferved  in  the  tentipk,  i  Chron.  xxiv.  7, 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  12,  c.  8. 
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mon,  called  Thaffi,  Judas,  called  Maccabaeus,  Eleazar,  called 
Avaran,  and  Jonathan,  whofe  furname  was  Apphus.  ^  Apel- 
les,  on  his  coming  to  this  city,  having  called  the  people  toge- 
ther, and  declared  unto  them  for  what  intent  he  was  come,  ad- 
drefled  himfelf,  in  the  firfl  place,  to  Mattathias,  to  perfuade 
him  to  comply  with  the  king's  commands,  that,  by  the  example 
of  fo  honourable  and  great  a  man,  all  the  reft  of  the  people  of 
the  place  might  be  induced  to  do  the  fame  ;  promlfing  him^ 
that  thereon  he  (hould  be  taken  into  the  number  of  the  king's 
friends,  and  he  and  his  foiis  fliould  be  promoted  to  honour  and 
riches.  To  this  Mattathias  anfwered  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the 
hearing  of  all  the  people  of  the  place,  that  no  confideration 
whatfoever  ihould  induce  him,  or  any  of  his  family,  ever  to 
forfake  the  law  of  their  God  ;  but  that  they  would  ftill  walk 
in  the  covenant  which  he  had  made  with  their  forefathers,  and 
obferve  all  the  ordinances  of  it,  and  that  no  commands  of  the 
king  fhould  make  any  of  them  to  depart  herefrom.  And  when 
he  had  faid  thus  mucli,  feeing  one  of  the  Jews  of  the  place  pre- 
fenting  himfelf  at  the  Heathen  altar  which  was  there  ertded, 
to  facrifice  on  it,  according  to  the  king's  commands,  he  was 
moved  hereat  with  a  religious  zeal,  like  that  of  Phineas,  and 
ran  upon  the  apoftate  and  flew  him  ;  and  then,  in  the  heat  of 
his  wrath,  fell  alfo  on  the  king's  commiffioner,  and,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  his  fons  and  others  that  joined  with  them,  flew  him 
and  all  that  attended  him.  And  after  this,  getting  together  all 
of  his  family,  and  calling  all  others  to  follow  w^ho  were  zealous 
for  the  law,  he  retired  with  them  to  the  mountains  ;^  and  ^  many 
others  followed  the  fame  example,  whereby  the  deferts  of  Judea 
became  filled  with  thofe  who  fled  from  this  perfecution.  One 
company  of  them,  to  the  number  of  looo  perfons,  being  got- 
ten into  a  cave  in  the  defert  that  lay  neareft  to  Jerufalem,  Phi- 
lip the  Plirygian,  *^whom  Antiochus  had  left  governor  of  Judea 
and  Jerufalem,  on  his  lalt  being  there,  ^  went  out  againft  them 
with  his  forces.  At  firft  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  a 
fubmifllon  to  the  king's  commands,  promifii-g  them,  on  this 
condition,  a  thorough  impunity  for  what  was  paft  :  but  they 
all  refolutely  anfwering,  that  they  would  rather  die  than  for- 
fake the  law  of  their  God,  he  thereon  laid  fiege  to  the  cave 
which  they  had  polTefled  themfelves  of,  omitting  all  other  hof- 
tilities  till  the  next  fabbath,  expccliug  then  to  mafter  them 
without  refiltance,  and  fo  it  accordingly  happened.  For  they 
then  refuflng,  out  of  an  over  fcrupulous  zeal  for  the  obfer- 

vance 


I  Maccab.  ii.  15 — a! 
19.  30. 
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I  Maccab.  ii.  31—38.    a  Maccab.  vi.  xl.  Jofephus,  ibid. 


»»  1  Maccab.  i'.  19.  30.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  ii.  c.  8 
^  2  Maccab.  v.  22. 
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Vance  of  that  day,  to  do  any  thing  for  their  own  defence,  whea 
fallen  on  by  the  enemy,  were  all  cut  off,  men,  women,  and 
children,  without  one  being  fpared  of  the  whole  company, 
Mattathias  and  his  followers  being  much  grieved  at  the  hear- 
ing of  this,  and  conlidering  that,  if  they  fhould  follow  the  fame 
example,  they  mull  all  of  them  in  the  fame  manner  be  deflroy- 
ed,  on  full  debate  had  among  them  of  the  matter,  they  all  * 
came  into  this  refolution,  that  the  law  of  the  fabbath  in  fuch 
a  cafe  of  neceffity  did  not  bind  ;  and  therefor©  they  unani- 
moufly  decreed,  that,  whenever  they  iliould  be  alTaulted  on  the 
fabbath  day,  they  would  fight  for  their  lives,  and  that  it  was 
lawful  for  them  fo  to  do  :  and,  having  ratified  this  decree,  by 
the  confent  of  all  the  priefls  and  elders  among  them,  they  fent 
it  to  all  others  who  flood  out  in  the  obfervance  of  the  law, 
wherever  difperfed  through  the  land  ;  by  whom  it  being  re- 
ceived with  the  like  confent  and  approbation,  it  was  made 
their  rule  in  all  the  wars  which  they  afterwards  waged  againlt 
any  of  their  enemies.   • 

Antiochus,  ^  hearing  that  his  commands  did  not  meet  with 
fuch  a  thorough  conformity  to  them  in  Judea  as 
in  other  places,  came  thither  in  perfon  further  to  ^"I'^rn!-^^* 
enrorce  the  oblervance  or  them ;  and,  tor  the  ac-  m^tor  14, 
complilhing  hereof,  executed  very  great  cruelties 
on  all  non-apoftatifing  Jews  that  fell  into  his  hands,  hoping 
thereby  to  terrify  all  the  reft  into  a  compliance;  and  on  this  oc- 
cafion  happened  the  martyrdom  of  Eleazar,  and  of  the  mother 
and  her  feven  fons,  which  we  have  defcribed  to  us  by  ^  the  au- 
thor of  the  fecond  book  of  the  Maccabees,  and. by  ^  Jofephus  j 
by  both  of  which  a  full  account  having  been  given  of  this  mat- 
ter, efpecially  by  the  latter,  who  had  written  a  book  particu- 
larly hereof,  I  refer  the  reader  to  them.  Ruffinus,  in  his  Latia 
paraphrafe  of  this  book  of  Jofephus  concerning  the  Maccabees, 
gives  us  *  the  names  of  the  feven  brothers  and  their  mother, 
and  tells  us,  that  as  well  they  as  Eleazar  were  carried  fromt 
Judea  to  Antioch,  and  that  it  was  there  that  they  were  judged 
by  Antiochus,  but  without  any  authority  that  we  know  of  for 
either,  except  his  own  invention.  The  reafon  of  the  thing,  as 
well  as  the  tenor  of  the  hiilory,  which  is  given  us  of  it  by 
both  the  authors  I  have  mentioned,  make  it  much  more  likely 

N  4  that 

*  I  Maccab.  ii.  40.41.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  la.  c.  8. 

b  Jofephus  de  Maccab.  c.  4.  5. 

'^  Chap.  vi.  &  vii. 

d  In  libro  de  Maccab.  five  de  Imperio  Rationis. 

^  Their  names,  according  to  Ruffinus,  were  Maccabseus,  Abner,  Ma- 
chir,  Judas,  Achas,  Areth,  and  Jacob,  and  their  motha'a  name  Solo- 
niona,  but  the  latter  Jcwilh  hiltorians  call  her  Hanna, 
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that  Jerufalem,  and  not  Antioch,  was  made  the  fcene  of  this 
cruelty  ;  and  that  efpecially,  fince,  it  being  defigned  for  an 
example  of  terror  unto  the  Jews  of  Judea,  it  would  have  loft 
its  force  if  executed  any  where  elfe  than  in  that  country. 

In  the  interim,  Mattathias  and  his  company  lay  clofe  ^  in 
the  fafttieffts  of  the  mountains,  where  no  eafy  accefs  could  be 
made  to  them  ^  and,  as  ioon  as  Antiochus  was  again  returned 
to  Antioch,  great  numbers  of  fuch  as  were  adherers  to  the 
law  there  ^  reforted  to  him  to  fight  for  the  law  of  their  God, 
and  the  liberties  of  their  country.  Among  thefe,  there  were 
a  company  ^  of  Afideans,  men  mighty  in  valour,  and  of  great 
zeal  for  the  law,  as  having  voluntarily  devoted  themfelves  to 
a  more  rigid  obfervation  of  it  than  other  men,  from  whence 
they  had  the  name  of  Chafidim,  or  Afideans.  For,  after  the 
fettling  of  the  Jewifh  church  again  in  Judea,  on  their  return 
from  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  there  were  '^  two  forts  of  men 
among  the  members  of  it :  the  one  who  contented  themfelves 
with  that  only  which  was  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  and 
thefe  were  called  Zadiki?n.  i.  e.  the  7-ightcous  ;  and  the  other^ 
who,  over  and  above  the  law,  ^  fupeiadded  the  conftitutions 
and  traditions  of  the  elders,  and  other  rigorous  obfervances, 
which,  by  way  of  fupererogation,  they  voluntarily  devoted 
themfelves  to  5  and  thefe,  being  reckoned  in  a  degree  of  holinefs 
above  the  others,  were  called  Chafidim,  i.  e.  the  pious.  From  the 
former  of  them  were  derived  the  fe6ls  of  the  Samaritans,  Sad- 
ducees,  and  Karaits,  and  from  the  latter  the  Pharifees  and  the 
EfTenes.  Of  all  which  a  fuller  account  will  be  given  in  the 
place  proper  for  it.  Of  thefe  Chafidim  were  thofe  Afidaeans 
(or  Chafideans,  for  ^  fo  it  cAight  to  be  written)  who  joined 
Mattathias  on  this  occafion,  and  he  was  much  flrengthened  by 
them :  for  to  ii;;ht  zealoufly  for  their  religion,  and  the  de- 
fence of  the  temple  and  its  worfhip,  was  one  of  thofe  main 
points  of  piety  which  they  had  devoted  themfelves  to. 

Mattathias  having  thus  gotten  fuch  a  company  together, 
as  made  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  army,  s  came  out  of  his 
faftnelTes,  and  took  the  field  with  them ;  and,  going  round 

the 

■  I  Maccab.  ii.  1%.  39. 
^  I  MaccAb.  ii.  43.  44. 

*  T  Maccab.  ii.  42. 

^  Vide  Grotiiim  in  Comment,  ad  1  Maccab.  ii.  42. 

^  Vide  Jofephi  Sc^ligeri  Elcnchum  Trihcer^jfii  Nicolai  Seraii,  c.  22. 

f  For  the  word  in  Hebrew  is  written  with  the  letter  Cheth,  which 
anfwer.s  to  our  ch  ;  and,  by  the  tranfiators  of  the  Hebrew  text,  is 
ibnnttimes  cxprtfled  in  Greek  by  an  afpiiate,  and  in  Latin  by  the  letter 
H,  and  fomttimes  isltft  wholly  out,  as  in  the  word  Afidasans. 

*  I  INIaccab.  ii.  44.  45.  o:c.  jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  iz.  c.  8. 
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the  cities  of  Judah,  he  pulled  down  all  the  Heathen  altars> 
caufed  all  male  children  whom  he  found  any  where  without 
circumcifion  to  be  circumcifed,  cut  off  all  apoftates  that  fell 
into  his  hands,  and  deftroyed  all  the  perfecutors  wherever 
he  came.  And,  thus  going  on,  he  profpered  in  the  work  of 
purging  the  land  of  the  idolatry  uhicli  the  perfecutors  had 
impofed  upon  it,  and  again  re-eftablifhed  ^  the  true  wor- 
ibip  of  God  in  its  former  ftate  in  all  the  places  where  he 
prevailed.  For,  having  ^  recovered  fevcral  copies  of  the  law 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Heathen,  he  reftored  the  fervice  of 
the  fynagogue,  and  caufed  it  again  to  be  read  therein,  as 
before  ufed  to  be  done.  When  Antiochus  ifTued  out  his 
decree  for  the  fupprefling  of  the  Jewilh  religion,  one  main 
inftrudion  given  his  agents  for  this  purpofe,  was,  every- 
where to  <=  take  away  and  fupprefs  the  4aw  of  Mofes :  foe 
that  being  the  rule  of  their  religion,  were  that  taken  away, 
he  thought  the  religion  itfelf  muft  neceffarily  ceafe  with  it. 
And  therefore  orders  were  ilTued  out,  commanding  all  that 
had  any  copies  of  the  law  to  deliver  them  up  ;  and  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  death  was  feverely  infli6ted  upon  all  who  were 
afterwards  found  retaining  any  of  them.  And  by  this  means 
the  perfecutors  got  into  their  hands  all  the  copies  of  the  law 
which  were  in  the  land,  excepting  only  fuch  as  thofe  who  fled 
into  the  deferts  carried  with  them  thither.  For  all  others 
v^ere  forced  to  deliver  them  up  unto  them  :  and,  when  they 
had  gotten  them,  f  )me  they  deftroyed,  and  the  others,  which 
they  thought  to  preferve,  ^  they  polluted,  by  painting  on 
them  the  pictures  of  their  gods,  that  fo  they  might  no  more 
be  of  ufe  to  any  true  Ifraelite  :  for  their  piftures  were  ^for- 
bidden by  the  law  of  God,  as  much  as  their  images,  and  to 
have  either  of  them  was  equally  efteemed  an  abomination 
among  that  people.  But  this  order  of  perfecutioa  extending 
only  to  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  and  not  to  the  writings 
of  the  prophets,  thofe  who  perfifted  flill  in  the  Jewifti  wor- 
fliip,  inflead  of  the  leffons  which  had  hitherto,  from  the  time 

of 

*  That  is,  the  fyna;iogue  worfliip  ;  for  the  temple  worfnip  was  ftill 
cbftruded,  by  reafon  that  the  temple  was  Rili  in  the  hands  of  the  Hea- 
then. 

b  I  Maccab.  ii.  48. 

'^  I  MAccab.  ii.  56.  5  7.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  la.  c.  7. 

d  I  Maccab.  iii.  48. 

*  Levit.  xxvi.  i.  Numb,  xxxiii.  5a.  For  whereas,  in  the  place  in  Le- 
titicus  here  cited,  the  Engliih  tranfiatorg  render  it  any  image  of  (lone, 
the  He:re\v  original  is  any  ftone  of  pidnre;  and  fo  it  is  noted  in  the 
margin  at  that  place,  by  which  the  jews  underfland  ftc-nes  painted wita 
piilnres. 
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of  Ezra,  been  read  out  of  the  law  on  every  fabbath,  did  read 
like  portions  out  of  the  prophets  ;  and,  upon  this  occafion, 
the  public  reading  of  the  prophets  was  firft  introduced  into 
their  fynagogues ;  and,  it  being  thus  introduced,  it  continued 
there  ever  after.  And  therefore,  when  the  perfecution  was 
over,  and  the  reading  of  the  law  was  again  reftored  in  their 
fjnagogues,  the  prophets  were  alfo  there  read  with  it;  and,  in- 
llead  of  the  one  lefTon  which  was  there  read  before,  they  thence- 
forth had  two,  the  firft  out  of  the  law,  and  the  fecond  out  of 
the  prophets,  as  hath  been  already  obferved  *  in  the  firft  part 
of  this  hiftory.  All  thofe  copies  of  the  law  which  the  Heathens 
had  gotten  into  their  hands  on  this  occafion,  and  had  not  de- 
flroyed,  Mattathias,  wherever  he  came,  nriade  diligent  fearch 
for,  and  thereby  recovered  feveral  of  them.  Thofe  which  the 
Heathen  had  not  polluted  were  reftored  to  their  priftine  ufe  ; 
the  others  might  ferve  for  the  writing  out  of  other  copies  by 
them,  but  were  judged  unfit  for  all  other  ufes,  by  reafon  of 
their  idol  pictures  painted  on  them,  the  Jews  being  as  Scrupu- 
lous of  avoiding  all  appearances  of  idolatry  after  the  Babylon- 
ifli  captivity,  as  they  were  prone  to  run  into  it  before. 

But  Mattathias,  being  very  aged,  was  foon  worn  out  with 
the  fatigues  of  this  warfare,  and  therefore  died 
-'^""^  T\T  ^*  ^^^  ^^^^  y^^^  after  he  had  firft  entered  on  it.  The 
cabaeus  i.  '  ^iit^bor  of  the  firft  book  of  Maccabees  placeth  his 
death  ''in  the  146th  year  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Greeks,  that  is,  of  the  oera  of  the  Seleucidae,  the  latter  end 
of  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  i66th  Julian  year  before 
Chrift.  For  the  Julian  year  beginning  from  the  firft  of  Janua- 
ry, and  the  years  of  the  sera  of  the  Seleucidae,  according  to  the 
firft  book  of  the  Maccabees,  from  the  firft  of  Nifan,  which  fell 
in  our  March,  the  months  intervening  were  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  one  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  other.  Before  his  death, 
^  he  called  his  five  fons  together  ;  and,  having  exhorted  them 
to  ftand  up  valiantly  for  the  law  of  God,  and,  with  a  fteady 
conftancy  and  courage,  to  fight  the  battles  of  Ifrael  againft  the 
prefent  perfecutors,  he  appointed  Judas  to  be  their  captain  in 
his  ftead,  and  Simon  to  be  their  counfellor  ;  and  then,  giving 
up  the  ghoft,  was  buried  at  Modin,  in  the  fepulchres  of  his 
forefathers,  and  great  lamentation  was  made  for  him  by  all  the 
faithful  in  Ifrael. 

But  this  lofs  was  fufficiently  compenfated  by  the  fucceftion 
of  Judas  Maccubceus,  his  fon,  in  the  fame  ftation.  For,  as  foon  as 

his 

*  Book  V.  p.  445. 

t>  I  Maccab.  ii.  70. 

'•  I  Maccab.  ii.  4y— 70.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.Z, 
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his  father's  funeral  was  over,  ^  he  flood  up  in  his  ftead  ;  and, 
according  as  appointed  by  him,  took  on  him  the  chief  conrimand 
of  thofe  forces  which  he  had  with  him  at  his  death  ;  and  his 
brothers,  and  all  others  that  were  zealous  for  the  law,  reforted 
to  him,  till  they  had  made  up  the  number  of  an  army:  whereoQ 
he  erc6led  his  ftandard,  and  led  them  forth  under  it  to  fight  the 
battles  of  Ifrael,  againft  their  common  enemies,  the  Heathens 
that  opprelTed  them.  His  motto  in  that  llandard  being  this  He- 
brew fentence  taken  out  of  Exodus  xv.  11,*  Mi  Camo-ka  Bae^ 
Urn  Jeho'vahy  i.  e.  Wno  is  like  unto  thee  among  the  gods,  O 
Jehovaii  ;  and  it  not  being  wrote  thereon  in  words  at  length, 
but  by  an  abbreviation  formed  by  ^  the  initial  letters  of  thefe 
words  put  together,  which  made  the  artificial  word  Maccabi,  ^ 
hence  all  that  fought  under  that  ftandard  were  called  Macca- 
bees, or  Maccabaeans  ;  and  he  in  an  efpecial  manner,  '^  had  the 
name  above  the  reit  by  way  of  eminence,  who  was  the  cap- 
tain of  them  ;  and  thus  to  abbreviate  fentences,  and  names  off 
many  words,  by  putting  together  the  initial  letters  of  thcfe 
words,  and  making  out  of  them  an  artificial  word  to  exprefs 
the  whole,  hath  been  a  common  practice  among  the  Jews. 
Thus  among  them  ^  Rambam  is  the  name  of  Rabbi  Mofes 
Ben  Maimon,  and  ^  Ralbag  is  the  name  of  Rabbi  Levi  Ben 
Gerfofiy  becaufe  the  initial  letters  of  the  four  words,  of  which 
thefe  names  do  confift,  when  put  together,  make  thofe  arti- 
ficial words  ;  and  it  is  common  to  call  thefe  perfons  by  them. 
And  abbreviations  made  this  way,  both  of  whole  fentences, 
as  well  as  of  names,  do  fo  frequently  occur  in  all  their  books, 
that  there  is  no  underftanding  of  them  without  a  key  to  ex- 
plain thefe  abbreviations  by  ;  and  therefore  Buxtorf,  for  the 
help  of  ftudents  in  the  Hebrew  learning,  hath  written  a  book 
of  purpofe  to  explain  thefe  abbreviations,  which  is  entitled 
De  Abbrematuris  Hebraicis,  wherein  hundreds  of  inflances 
may  be  feen  of  this  kind.  Ruffinus  having  given  names  to  the 
feven  brothers  that  fuffered  martyrdom  together  under  An- 
tiochus,  as  hath  been  above  mentioned,  calls  the  eldefl  of  them 
Maccabceus  ;  and  therefore  from  him  fome  would  derive  this 
name  of  the  Maccabees  to  all  that  are  called  by  it.  But  with 
how  little  authority  Ruffians  gives  to  thofe  brothers  the  names 

which 

*  I  Maccab.  iii.  i.  a  Maccab.  viii.  i.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  la.  c.  9. 

l>  Thus  Senatus  Pop'dufque  Komanusy  was  exp  re  fled  on  the  Roman 
flanoards  and  enligns  by  the  initial  letters  of  thcfe  words,  S.  P.  ^R. 

^  Vide  Grotium  in  Pricfitione  ad  Comment,  in  primum  librum  Mac- 
cab.  &  buxtorfium  de  Abbreviaturis,  p.  131.  aliofque. 

'^  I  Maccab.  ii.  4. 

^  Buxtorfium  de  Abhreviaturis,  p.  186. 

^  Idem  in  codcm  Libro,  p.  185. 


19^  CONNECTION    OF   THE   HISTORY   OF  fART  IZ. 

which  he  mentions  hath  been  already  obferved.  It  is  raoH 
probable  this  name  had  no  other  original  than  that  which  I 
have  mentioned.  But  in  its  ufe  it  did  not  reft  only  on  thofe 
to  whom  it  was  firft  given.  For,  not  only  Judas  and  his 
brethren  were  called  Maccabbees,  but  the  name  was  extended 
in  after-times  to  all  thofe  who  joined  with  them  in  the  fame 
caufe,  and  not  only  to  them,  but  alfo  to  all  others  ^  who  fuf- 
fered  in  the  like  caufe  under  any  of  the  Grecian  kings,  whe- 
ther of  Syria  or  Egypt,  although  fome  of  them  lived  long  be- 
fore them.  For  thofe  who  fuffered  under  Ptolemy  Philopater 
at  Alexandria,  30  years  before,  were  afterwards  called  Macca- 
bees ;  and  fo  were  Eleazar,  and  the  mother  and  her  feven  fons, 
though  they  fuffered  before  Judas  erected  his  ftandard  with  the 
motto  above  mentioned.  And  therefore,  as  thofe  books  which 
give  us  the  hiftory  of  Judas  and  his  brothers,  and  their  wars 
againft  the  Syrian  kings,  in  defence  of  their  religion  and  their 
liberties,  are  called  the  firft  and  fecond  book  of  the  Macca- 
bees ;  fo  that  book  which  gives  us  the  hiftory  of  thofe,  who,  in 
the  like  caufe,  under  Ptolemy  Philopater,  were  expofed  to  his 
elephants  at  Alexandria,  is  called  the  third  book  of  the  Macca- 
bees, and  that  which  is  written  by  Jofephus  of  the  martyrdom 
of  Fleazar,  and  the  feven  brothers  and  their  mother,  is  called 
the  fourth  book  of  the  Maccabees.  Of  the  two  latter  I  have 
already  given  an  account.  The  two  others  are  thofe  which 
we  have  in  our  bibles  among  the  apocrypha. 

The  firft  of  them,  which  is  a  very  accurate  and  excellent 
hiftory,  and  comes  the  neareft  to  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the 
facred  hiftorical  writings  of  any  extant,  waswritten  originally 
in  Chaldee  language  of  the  Jerufalem  diale(ft ;  which  was  the 
language  fpoken  in  Judea  from  the  return  of  the  Jews  thither 
from  the  Babylonifti  captivity.  And  it  was  extant  in  this 
language  in  tlie  time  of  Jerome,  for  ^  he  tells  us,  that  he  had 
feen  it.  The  title  which  it  then  bore  was  '^  Sharhet  Sar  Bene 
Ely  i.  e.  Ihefceptre  of  the  Prince  of  the  fo7is  of  God,  a  title 
which  well  fuited  Judas,  who  was  fo  valiant  a  commander  of 
God's  people  then  under  perfecution.  The  author  of  it,  fome 
conje6lure,  was  John  Hyrca-.ius  the  fon  of  Simon,  who  was 
prince  and  high  prieft  of  the  Jews  near  30  years,  and  began 
his  government  at  the  time  where  this  hiftory  ends.     It  is 

moft 

'  Scaliger  in  Anim.idverfionibus  in  Chronologica  Eufeb.  Nc.  185,% 
p.  14;^.  ubi  dicit,  *  Omnes  qui,  ob  lejiis  obi'ervationem,  excrucIati,C£Eli,  Sc 
male  tniflati  lunt,  a  veteiibus  Chriftianis  di^untur  Maccabasi,  ut  qui 
proj'tLT  Chrirtuni,  didi  martyres.' 

b  In  Prolog(>  GUcato. 

^  Origincs  in  Comment,  ad  Pfalmos,  vol.  !•  p.  47.  editlonis  Ilae 
tiarts.    Eukb.  liift.  EcdL'f.  lib.  6.  c.  25. 
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moll  likely  it  was  compofed  in  his  time,  when  thcfe  xvars  of 
the  Maccabees  were  over,  cither  by  him,  or  elfe  by  i'on^e 
others  employed  by  him.  <  For  it  reacheth  no  further  than 
where  his  government  begins,  and  therefore  in  the  time  imme- 
diately following  it  feems  moft  likely  to  have  been  compofed; 
and  public  records  being  made  ufe  of,  and  referred  to  in  this 
hiftory,  this  makes  it  very  probable,  that  it  was  compofed 
under  the  direction  of  fome  public  authority.  From  the  Chal- 
dee  it  was  tranilated  into  Greek,  and  after  that  a  tranflation 
was  made  of  it  from  the  Greek  into  Latin  ;  and  we  have  our 
Englifh  verfion  from  the  fame  Greek  fountain.  Theodotion 
is  conje£lured  to  have  firlt  tranflated  it  into  Greek  ;  but  it 
feems  moft  probable,  that  this  verfion  was  ancienter,  becaufe 
of  the  ufe  made  of  it  by  authors  as  ancient,  as  by  *  Tertullian, 
^  Origen,  and  others. 

The  fecond  book  of  the  Maccabees  confifts  of  feveral  pieces 
compiled  together,  by  what  author  is  utterly  uncertain.  It 
begins  with  two  epiftles  fent  from  the  Jews  of  Jerufalem  to 
the  Jews  of  Alexandria  and  Egypt,  to  exhort  them  to  the  ob- 
ferving  of  the  feaft  of  the  dedication  of  the  new  altar  erefled 
by  Judas,  on  his  purifying  of  the  temple,  w^hich  was  celebrated 
on  the  25th  day  of  their  month  Cifleu.  The  firft  of  them  ivas 
written  ^  in  the  169th  year  of  the  a?ra  of  the  Seleucidse,  (/.  r, 
in  the  year  before  Chrill  144),  and,  beginning  at  the  firft  verfe 
of  the  firft  chapter,  endeth  at  the  ninth  verfe  of  the  fame  chap- 
ter inclufively.  And  the  fecond  was  written  ^  in  the  188th 
year  of  the  fame  cera  (/.  e.  in  the  year  before  Chrift  125J, 
and,  beginning  at  the  tenth  verfe  of  the  fame  chapter,  endeth 
with  the  1 8th  verfe  of  the  fecond  chapter.  Both  thefe  epiftles 
feem  to  be  fpurious,  wherever  the  com.piler  of  this  book  picked 
them  up.  The  firft  of  them  calls  the  feaft  of  the  dedication, 
XxYivoTT'/iyix  Iv  Kaa-iMv  ;  that  is,  the  fecijl  of  mahing  tabernacles^  or 
booths,  in  Cifleu,  which  is  very  im.proper.  For  although  they 
might,  during  that  folemnity,  carry  fome  winter  greens  in 
their  hands  to  exprefs  their  rejoicing,  yet  they  could  not  then 
make  fuch  booths  as  in  the  feaH;  of  tabernacles  ;  becaufe,  the 
month  Cifleu  falling  in  the  middle  of  winter,  they  could  not 
then  lie  abroad  in  fuch  booths,  nor  find  green  boughs  enough 
to  make  them.  And  as  to  the  fecond  epifile,  it  is  not  only 
written  in  the  name  of  Judas  Maccabgeus  who  was  flain  36 
years  before,  but  alfo  contains  fuch  fabulous  and  abfurd  ftuff, 
as  could  never  have  been  written  by  the  great  council  of  the 
Jews  alTembled  at  Jerufalem  ibr  the  whole  nation,  as  this  pre- 
tends 

•■*  Adverfus  Judcco?,  p.  aio.  Fdit.  Rigalt.  z,         ^  ^  Maccab.  i.  7. 
^  Origene?,  ibid,  ^c  alibi,  ^  ?.  Maccab.  i.  10. 
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tends  to  be.  What  followeth  after  this  laft  epiftle,  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter,  is  the  preface  of  the  author  to  his  abridgennent 
of  his  hiftory  of  Jafon,  wliich  beginning  from  the  firft  verfe  of 
the  third  chapter,  is  carried  on  to  the  end  of  the  37  th  verfe  of 
the  lafl  chapter  ;  and  the  two  next  yerfes  that  follow  to  the 
end,  are  the  author's  conclufion  of  the  whole  work.  This  Ja- 
fon, the  abridgement  of  whofe  hiftory  makes  the  main  of  this 
book,  was  an  Hellenift  Jew  of  Cyrene,  of  the  race  of  thofe 
Jews  *  whom  Ptolemy  Soter  fent  thither,  as  hath  been  ^  afore 
related.  He  ^  wrote  in  Greek  the  hiftory  of  Judas  Macca- 
bcEus  and  his  brethren,  and  of  the  purification  of  the  temple 
at  Jerufalem,  and  the  dedication  of  the  altar,  and  the  wars 
againft  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  Eupator  his  fon,  in  five 
books.  Thefe  five  books  the  author  ^  abridged,  and  of  this 
abridgement,  and  the  other  particulars  above  mentioned,  com- 
piled the  whole  book  in  the  fame  Greek  language,  and  this 
proves  that  author  to  have  been  a  Hellenift  alfo,  and  moft: 
likely  he  was  of  Alexandria;  which  one  expreflion  in  the 
book,  and  there  more  than  once  occurring,  feems  very  ftrong- 
ly  to  prove.  For  there,  in  fpeaking  of  the  temple  of  Jerufa- 
lem. he  calls  it  the  ^  great  temple,  which  cannot  there  be  un- 
derftood  to  be  faid  otherwife  than  by  way  ^  of  contradiftinc- 
tion  from  another  temple  which  w^as  lefTer;  and  that  could  be 
none  other  than  the  temple  built  in  Egypt  by  Onias,  which 
■will  be  hereafter  fpoken  of.  This  the  Jews  of  Egypt  did  ac- 
knowledge as  a  daughter  temple  to  that  of  Jerufalem,  ftill  re- 
taining the  prime  honour  to  that  as  the  mother  temple  ;  and 
therefore  very  properly  the  temple  at  Jerufalem  might  be 
called  the  great  temple  by  them,  in  that  they  had  a  lefler,  but 
not  by  any  other  Jews.  For  none  others  of  them  acknowledged 
this  temple  in  Egypt  at  all,  or  any  other  but  that  at  Jerufalem 
only,  but  looked  on  all  thofe  as  fchifmatics  that  facrificed  any 
where  elfe.  And  therefore  none  but  an  Egyptian  Jew,  who 
acknowledged  the  lelTer  temple  in  Egypt,  as  w^ell  as  the  great- 
er temple  at  Jerufalem,  could  thus  exprefs  himfelf,  as  is  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  confequcntly  none  but  an  Egyptian  Jew  could 
be  the  author  of  this  book.  And  of  all  the  Egyptian  Jews, 
the  Alexandrian  being  the  moft  polite  and  learned,  this  makes 
it  moft  likely  that  there  this  book  was  compofed.  But  this 
fecond  book  of  the  Macca]>ees  dotli  by  no  means  equal  the  ac- 
curatcnefs  and  excellency  of  the  firft.  There  arc,  in  the  Po- 
jyglot  Bibles  both  of  Paris  and  London,  Syriac  vcrftons  of  both 

tbele 

'  See  part  I.  book  8.  under  the  year  310.  p.  703. 

b  a  Maccab.  ii.  19 — 24. 

*  a  M.iccab.  ii.  19.  xiv.  13. 

*  It  h  in  Greekj  tI  ItfZ  tw  ^je^.w.  %  TJaccab.  i.  J3. 
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thefe  books,  but  they  are  both  of  them  of  a  later  date,  and 
made  from  the  Greek,  though  they  are  obferved  in  fome 
places  to  differ  from  it.  And  from  the  fame  Greek  are  alfo 
made  the  Englifli  verfions  of  both  thefe  books  which  we  have 
among  the  apocryphal  writers  in  our  Bibles. 

Antiochus,  »  hearing  that  Paulus  ^milius,the  Roman  ge- 
neral, after  having  conquered  Perfeus  king  of  Macedon,  and 
fubdued  that  whole  realm,  had  celebrated  games  at  Amphi- 
polis,  on  the  river  Strymon,  in  that  country,  in  imitation  here- 
of, propofed  to  do  the  fame  at  Daphne  near  Antioch ;  and  there- 
fore, having  fet  a  day  for  it,  fent  out  emiflaries  into  all  parts 
to  invite  fpedators  to  the  place,  w^hereby  he  drew  great  num- 
bers thither  to  fee  the  fhows,  which  he  there  celebrated  with 
great  pomp  and  prodigious  expence  for  feveral  days  together; 
through  all  which,  to  verify  the  charadler  prophetically  given 
of  him  ^  by  the  holy  prophet  Daniel,  he  a<5led  the  part  of  a 
moft  vile  and  defpicable  perfon,  agreeable  to  what  hath  been 
afore  mentioned  of  him,  expofing  himfelf  before  that  numerous 
airembly,by  the  meaneft  and  mofl  indecent  actions  of  behaviour, 
to  the  contempt,  fcorn,  and  ridicule,  of  all  that  were  prefent ; 
and  to  that  degree,  that  feveral  not  being  able  to  bear  the  fight 
of  fo  abfurd  and  profligate  a  condud,  fled  from  his  feafts  to 
avoid  it.  Polybius  wrote  a  full  defcription  of  all  this,  and 
Athenseus  hath  copied  it  from  him  at  large  ;  and  the  fame 
may  be  feen  in  epitome  out  of  Diodorus  Siculus  among  the 
Excerpta  publifhed  by  Valefius. 

But,  while  Antiochus  was  thus  playing  the  fool  at  Daphne, 
Judas  was  afting  another  kind  of  part  in  Judea.  For  having 
gotten  together  fuch  an  army  as  is  mentioned,  ^  he  went  round 
the  cities  of  Judea  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  father  had  begun 
to  doj  deftroying  every  where  all  utenfils  and  implements  of 
idolatry,  and  cutting  off,  in  ail  places,  the  Heathen  idolaters,  and 
all  others  who  had  apoftatized  to  them  ;  and  hereby  having  de- 
livered the  true  lovers  of  the  law,  w^herever  he  came,  from  all 
thofe  that  oppreffed  them,  for  the  better  fecuring  of  them  from 
all  fuch  for  the  future,  he  fortified  their  towns,  rebuilt  their 
fortreffes,  and  placed  ftrong  garrifons  in  them  for  their  pro- 
teftion  and  defence  ;  and  hereby  made  himfelf  ftrong  and 
powerful  in  the  land.  Whereon  Apollonins,  ^  who  was  gover- 
nor for  Antiochus  in  Samaria,  thinking  to  put  a  flop  to  his  fu- 
ture progrefs,  got  an  army  together,  and  marched  againll  him. 

But 

^  Polyb.  apud  AthensEum,  lib.  5.  c.  4.  p.  iQ4.  195.  ^c  lib.  10.  c.  12. 
p.  4.^9.  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Excerptis  Vakiii,  p.  jai. 
!'  Daniel  xi.  21. 

''  I  Maccab.  iii.  8.     2,  Maccab.  viij.  5 — 7. 
^  I  Maccab.  iij.  10.  Jofcph,  Antiq.  ijb.  12.  c.  ic. 
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But  Judas,  ^  having  vanrjuifhed  and  (lain  him  in  battle,  made 
a  great  (laughter  of  his  forces,  and  took  their  fpoils  ^  among 
which  finding  the  fword  of  ApoUonius,  he  took  it  to  his  own 
life,  and  fought  with  it  all  his  life  after. 

Seron,  ^  who  was  a  deputy-governor  of  fome  part  of  Coele- 
Sjria  under  Ptolemy  Macron,  (for  this  Ptolemy  was  then  *^ 
chief  governor  of  that  province)  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Apol- 
lonius,got  all  the  forces  together  that  were  under  his  command, 
and  '^  marched  with  them  into  Judea,  with  hopes  of  revenging 
this  blow,  and  gaining  thereby  great  honour  to  himfelf  on  Ju- 
das, and  thofethat  followed  him;  but,in{lead  hereof,  he  met  with 
the  fame  fate  that  ApoUonius  did,  being  vanquifhed  by  Judas, 
and  flam  in  battle,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  had  been. 

When  *  Antiochus  heard  of  thefe  two  defeats,  he  was  mo- 
ved with  great  fury  and  indignation ;  and  therefore,  in  his  rage, 
forthwith  fent  and  gathered  together  all  his  forces,  even  a 
very  great  army,  refolvingin  his  wrath  to  march  immediately 
with  them  into  Judea,  and  there  utterly  deftroy  the  whole  na- 
tion of  the  Jews,  and  give  their  land  to  others  to  be  divided 
among  them  :  but,  when  he  came  to  pay  his  army,  he  found 
his  treafury  fo  exhaufted,  that  there  was  not  money  therein 
fufhcient  for  it ;  which  forced  him  to  fufpend  his  revenge 
upon  the  Jews  for  the  prefent,  and  put  a  flop  to  all  thofe  vio- 
lent defigns  which  he  had  formed  in  his  mind  for  the  fpeedy 
executing  of  it.  He  had  expended  vaft  fums  in  his  late 
ihows,  and,  befides,  he  was  on  all  occafions  ^  very  mag- 
nificent and  profufe  in  his  gifts  and  donatives,  frequently 
dealing  out  to  his  followers  and  others  vaft  fums  with  both 
hands,  fometimes  to  good  purpofes,  but  oftener  to  none  at  all; 
which  made  good  what  the  prophet  Daniel  foretold  of  him. 
That  s  he  Jhonld  fcatter  among  his  follovctrs  ^  the  prey,  and 
the  fpoily  and  riches;  and  from  hence  he  had  the  character  of  ' 
the  magnanimous  and  the  munijicent.  For,  in  the  liberal  gi- 
ving ot  gifts,  we  are  told  ^  in  the  Maccabees,  that  he  abounded 
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i>  IIov/  he  came  by  thefe  riches,  fpoil,  and  prey,  Athenxus  tells  in 
Jthefe  following  words:  *  All  thefe  expences  wert  made  partly  out  of  the 
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the  rreateft  p?-:t  was  from  the  fpoils  nf  the  many  temples  v.hiv  h  he 
facrilcgioufly  robbed  *     Dcipnofoph.  lib.  5.  p.  195. 

i  ViiyviX^-^vyoq  x,  <fixc^(.>fc{.  jofcph.  Antio-  Ubr  i::.  c.  xr* 

-  Maccab.  iii.  3-^. 


BOOK  III.  THE    OLD  AND   NEW   TESTAMENT.  I99 

above  all  the  kings  that  were  before  him.  And  befides  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  further  perplexed,  according  to  the  predic- 
tions of  the  fame  holy  prophet,  »  hy  tidings  that  came  to  him 
out  of  the  Eajiy  and  out  of  the  North,  that  troubled  him.  For  ia 
the  North,  Artaxias  king  of  Armenia,  his  tributary,  had  re- 
volted from  him,  and  in  Perfia,  which  was  in  the  Eaft,  his  taxes 
were  no  more  duly  paid  ;  for  there,  as  well  as  ^  in  other  parts 
of  his  empire,  a  failure  herein  was  caufed  by  reafon  of  the  dif- 
fention  and  plague  which  he  had  brought  upon  them,  by  taking 
away  the  laws  which  had  been  of  old  time  among  them,  out 
of  a  fond  defire  of  bringing  all  toan  uniformity  with  the  Greeks. 
For,  had  it  not  been  for  thefe  dilturbances,  fuch  payments  from 
fo  large  and  rich  an  empire  would  regularly  have  come  into 
his  treafury,  as  would  conftantly  have  made  amends  for  all 
his  goings  out  of  it ;  but,  when  the  goings  out  of  it  continued, 
and  the  flowings  in  failed,  had  his  treafure  been  as  the  ocean, 
it  muft  have  grown  empty  at  laft ;  and  this  now  was  his  cafe. 

And  therefore,  for  the  remedying  of  this,  as  well  as  other  in- 
conveniences which  then  perplexed  his  affairs,  ^  he  refolved  to 
divide  his  army  into  two  parts,  and  to  leave  one  of  them  with 
Lylias,  a  nobleman  of  the  royal  family,  to  fubdue  the  Jews, 
and  with  the  other  to  march  himfelf  firft  into  Armenia,  and 
afterwards  into  Perfia,  for  the  reftoring  of  his  affairs  in  thofe 
countries.  And  accordingly,  having  left  the  fame  Lyfias  go- 
vernor of  all  that  part  of  his  empire  which  lay  on  this  fide  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  committed  to  his  care  the  breeding  up  of  his 
fon,  who  was  then  a  minor  '^  but  of  feven  years  old ;  he  paffed 
over  Mount  Taurus  into  Armenia,  and,  having  ^  vanquiftied  Ar- 
taxias, and  taken  him  prifoner,  marched  thence  into  Perfia, 
hoping  that  by  taking  the  tribute  of  that  rich  country,  and  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Eaft^  for  which  they  were  in  arrear  to 
him,  he  fliould  gather  money  fufficient  wherewith  to  repair  all 
the  deficiences  of  his  treafury,  and  thereby  reftore  all  his  other 
affairs  to  their  former  order  and  profperity. 

While  he  was  on  thefe  projecls  abroad,  Lyfias  was  intent  oa 
the  executing  of  his  orders  at  home,  efpecially  in  reference  to 
the  Jews ;  concerning  whom  the  King's  command  left  with  him 
was,  ^  utterly  to  extirpate  that  people  out  of  their  country,  and 
to  place  ftrangers  in  all  its  quarters,  and  divide  the  land  by  lot 

Vol.  III.  O  among 

^  Daniel  xi.  44.    Vide  Hieronymum  in  Comment,  ad  ilium  locum, 
b  I  Maccab.  iii.  29. 
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among  them.  And  the  progrefs  which  Judas  made  with  his 
forces,  in  bringing  all  places  under  him  wherever  he  came, 
haftened  Lyfias  to  a  fpeedy  execution  of  what  the  king  had 
commanded  in  reference  to  them.  For  Philip,  *  whom  An- 
tiochus  had  left  at  Jerufalem  in  the  government  of  Judea,  fee- 
ing how  Judas  grew  and  increafed,  ^  wrote  hereof  to  Ptolemy- 
Macron,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  Cocle^Syria  and 
Phoenicia,  to  which  the  government  of  Judea  was  an  apendant, 
prefTing  him  to  a  fpeedy  care  of  the  king's  intereft  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  Ptolemy  communicated  it  toLyfias;  whereon  it  being 
refolved  forthwith  to  fend  an  army  into  Judea,  <=  Ptolemy  Ma- 
cron was  appointed  to  have  the  chief  conduft  of  the  war;  who, 
choofing  Nicanor,  one  of  his  efpecial  friends,  for  his  lieutenant,. 
^  fent  him  before  with  20,000  men,  joining  with  himGorgias,, 
an  old  foldier,  greatly  experienced  in  matters  of  war,  for  his 
afliftant.  Thefe  having  entered  the  country,  were  fpeedily  fol- 
lowed thither  by  Ptolemy,  with  the  refl:  of  the  forces  defigned 
for  this  expedition ;  which,  when  all  joined  together,  ^  encamped 
at  Emmaus  near  Jerufalem,  and  there  made  up  an  army  of  ^ 
40,000  foot,  and  7000  horfe  ;  and  thither  reforted  to  them  an- 
other army  of  merchants  for  the  buying  of  the  captives  which 
they  reckoned  would  be  taken  in  this  war.  For  s  Nicanor 
propoling  to  raife  great  futns  of  money  this  way,  even  as  much 
as  would  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  debt  of  2000  talents  which  the 
king  then  owed  the  Romans  for  arrear  of  tribute  due  to  them^ 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  with  them  by  his  father,  after  the 
battle  of  Mount  Sipylus,  he  caufed  the  fale  to  be  proclaimed 
in  all  the  neighbouring  countries,  promifing  to  fell  no  fewer 
than  90  Jews  for  every  talent.  For  it  was  refolved  to  flay  all 
the  full  grown  men,  and  fell  all  the  reft  for  flaves ;  and  180,000 
of  the  latter  at  the  price  promifcd,  would  raife  the  fum  propofed. 
Hereon  '^  the  merciiants  promifing  themfelves  great  gains  froni 
fo  cheap  a  marker,  flocked  thither  with  their  Slver  and  gold  in 
great  numbers,  they  being  no  fewer  than  icoo  principal  mer- 
chants that  came  to  the  Syrian  camp  on  this  occafion,  befides 
a  much  greater  number  of  fervants  and  alTiftants,  whom  they 
brought  thither  with  them,  to  help  them  in  carrying  off  the 
flaves  they  fliould  purchafe. 

Judas  and  his  brethren,  '  feeing  the  great  danger  which  they 
were  threatened  with  from  this  numerous  army  (for  they 
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knew  that  they  came  with  orders  to  deftroy  and  utterly  abo- 
lifh  the  whole  Jewifh  nation),  refolved  to  ftand  to  their  de- 
fence, and  light  for  their  lives,  their  law,  and  their  liberties, 
and  either  conquer  or  die  in  the  attempt.  And  ^  6000  men 
being  gathered  together  after  them  for  this  intent,  ^  Judas 
divided  them  into  four  bands,  each  confifting  of  1500  men  j 
one  of  thefe  Judas  himfelf  took  the  command  of,  and  commit- 
ted that  of  the  other  three  to  three  of  his  brothers,  and  then 
led  them  all  to  ^  Mizpa,  there  to  offer  up  their  prayers  to  God 
for  his  merciful  afliftance  to  them  in  the  time  of  this  great 
danger.  For  Jerufalem  being  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
Heathens,  and  the  fanfluary  trodden  under  foot,  they  could 
not  aflemble  there  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  therefore  Mizpa  being 
the  place  ^  where  men  prayed  aforetime  in  Ifrael,  there  they 
met  together,  and  addrefled  themfelves  to  God  in  folemn  fail- 
ing and  prayer,  for  the  imploring  of  his  mercy  upon  them  in 
this  their  great  diftrefs,  and  then  marched  forth  to  fight  the 
enemy.  But  when  proclamation  was  made,  according  ^  to  the 
law,  that  ^  all  fuch  as  had  that  year  built  houfes,  betrothed 
wives,  or  planted  vineyards,  or  were  fearful,  fnould  depart ; 
the  6000  men  which  Judas  had  at  firfl,  s  were  f&duced  to  30CO. 
However,  that  valiant  captain  of  God's  people  refolving  even 
with  thefe  to  fight  this  numerous  army,  and  commit  the 
event  to  God,  ^  led  forth  this  fmall  company  into  the  field,  and 
pitched  his  camp  very  near  that  of  the  enemy;  and  there,  ha- 
ving encouraged  them  with  what  was  proper  to  be  fpoken  to 
them  on  fuch  an  occafion,  did  let  them  know  that  he  purpofed 
the  next  morning  to  join  battle  with  the  Syrians,  and  ordered 
them  to  provide  for  it  accordingly.  But,  having  ^  gotten  in- 
telligence that  evening,  that  Gorgias  was  marched  out  of  the 
Syrian  camp  with  5000  chofen  foot,  and  1000  of  their  belt 
horfe,  and  was  leading  them  through  by-ways,  under  the 
guidance  of  fome  apoftate  Jews,  upon  a  defign  of  falling  on 
him  in  the  night,  for  the  cutting  of  him  off,  and  all  there  with, 
him,  by  a  fudden  furprife,  he  countermined  his  plot  by  another 
of  the  fame  kind,  and  executed  it  with  much  better  fuccefs* 
For,  immediately  quitting  his  camp,  and  leaving  it  quite  empty, 
he  marched  toward  that  of  the  enemy,  and  fell  upon  them, 
while  Gorgias  was  abfent  on  his  night  projecl  with  their  befl 
men,  by  which  they  being  furprifed,  and  put  into  great  con- 
fufion,  foon  fled,  and  left  Judas  mailer  of  their  camp,  and  30C0 
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of  their  men  *  dead  upon  the  fpot.  But  Gorgias  and  his  de- 
tachment being  ftill  entire,  Judas  ^  with-held  his  men  from  the 
ipoil  and  the  purfuit,  till  thefe  were  alfo  vanquiflied,  and  this 
was  done  without  any  further  fighting.  For  Gorgias,  after 
having  in  vain  fought  for  Judas  in  his  camp,  and  alfo  in  the 
mountains  where  he  thought  him  fled,  returning  back,  and 
finding  on  his  return  the  camp  on  fire,  and  the  main  army 
broken  and  fled,  he  could  no  longer  keep  his  men  together, 
but  they  all  flung  down  their  arms  and  fled  alfo  ;  whereon  Ju- 
das, with  all  his  men,  put  himfelf  on  the  purfuit,  and  therein 
flew  great  numbers  more  of  the  Syrian  hoft,  fo  that  the  flain 
in  the  whole  amounted  to  ^  9000  men  ;  and  mod  of  the  reft 
were  fore  wounded  and  maimed  that  efcaped  from  the  battle. 
After  this  Judas  **  led  back  his  men  to  take  the  fpoils  of 
the  camp,  where  they  found  great  riches,  and  got  all  that 
money  for  a  prey  which  the  merchants  brought  thither  to 
buy  them  with,  and  feveral  of  them  they  fold  for  flaves  who 
came  thither,  as  to  a  market,  to  have  bought  them  for  fuch. 
And  ^  the  next  day  after  being  their  fabbath,  they  folemnized 
it  with  great  devotion,  rejoicing  and  giving  praife  to  God 
for  this  great  and  merciful  deliverance  which  he  had  now  gi- 
ven unto  them. 

Judas  and  his  followers  being  flufhed  with  this  viftory,  and 
being  alfo  by  the  reputation  of  it  much  increafed  in  their 
ftrength,  through  the  numbers  of  thofe  that  reforted  to  them 
hereon,  refolved  to  purfue  the  advantage  they  had  gotten  for  the 
fupprefling  of  all  other  their  enemies ;  and  therefore,  ^  under- 
ilanding  that  Timotheus,  governor  of  the  country  beyond  Jor- 
dan, and  Bacchides,  another  of  Antiochus's  lieutenants  in  thofe 
parts,  were  drawing  forces  together  to  annoy  them,  they  march- 
ed forthwith  againft  them,  and,  having  overthrown  them  in 
a  great  battle,  flew  above  20,000  of  their  men ;  and,  having 
taken  their  fpoils,  they  thereby  not  only  enriched  themfelves, 
but  alfo  got  provifions  of  arms,  and  many  other  neceflaries, 
for  the  future  carrying  on  of  the  war.  And  in  this  vidory 
tliey  had  the  fatisfa£lion  of  executing  their  juft  revenge  on 
two  very  fignal  enemies  of  theirs,  §  the  one  called  Philarches, 
who  with  Timotheus  had  done  them  much  mifchief,  and  ^ 
the  other  Califthenes,  who  was  the  perfon  that  put  fire  to  the 
gates  of  the  temple  whereby  they  were  burnt  down.   The  firft 
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they  flew  in  battle,  and  the  other  being  driven  in  the  purfuit  in- 
to a  little  houfe,they  fet  it  on  fire  over  his  head,  and  there  made 
him  die  in  it,  fuch  a  death  as  well  fuited  the  crime  whereby  he 
defer  ved  it.  And  as  to  Nicanor,  though  he  efcaped  with  life,  yet 
it  was  in  a  very  ignominious  manner.  For  finding  the  army 
broken,  and  the  expedition  thereby  defeated,  he  changed  his  * 
glorious  apparel  for  that  of  a  fervant,  and  in  this  difguife  made 
his  efcape  through  the  midland  to  Antioch,  where  he  was  in 
great  diflionouranddifgrace,  by  reafon  of  his  mifcarriage  in  this 
enterprize,  and  lofing  thereby  fo  great  an  army.  For  the  excu- 
ling  of  himfelf  in  this  cafe,  he  was  forced  to  acknowledge  the  great 
power  of  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  alledging,  that  he  fought  for  his 
people,  becaufe  they  kept  his  law ;  and  that  as  long  as  they  did 
fo,  they  would  always  have  him  for  their  Protestor,  and  no 
hurt  could  be  done  unto  them.  It  is  mod  likely  Ptolemy  Ma- 
cron was  not  prefent  in  any  of  thefe  battles,  there  being  no 
mention  made  of  him  in  any  of  them.  Perchance  the  affairs  of 
Syria,  of  which  he  was  governor,  then  kept  him  otherwife 
employed.  And  therefore,  though  he  came  at  firft  to  the  camp 
at  Emmaus,  yet  he  was  not  prefent  when  the  battle  there 
was  fought  with  Judas,  but  left  it  wholly  to  be  conduced 
by  Nicanor  his  deputy.  And  therefore  the  whole  of  it  is 
in  the  hillory  attributed  to  Nicanor,  without  naming  Ptole- 
my at  all,  unlefs  only  in  the  firll  appointment  of  that  expe- 
dition. 

Lyfias,  on  the  hearing  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  king's  army 
in  Judea,  and  the  great  lolTes  fuflained  thereby, 
^  was  much  confounded  at  it.     But  knowing  how    ^""°  "j^* 
earneft  the  king's  commands  were  for  the  execu-    cabseus  a. 
ting  of  his  wrath  upon  that  people,  he  made  great 
preparations  for  another  expedition  againft  them  j  and,  ha- 
ving gotten  together  an  army  of  60, coo  foot  and  5000  horfe, 
all  choice  men,   he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  them,  and 
marched  with  them  in  perfon  into  Judea,  purpofing  no  lefs  than 
the  utter  deflrudion  of  that  country,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
it.  With  this  defign,  being  entered  into  it,  he  pitched  his  camp 
atBethfura,  a  town  lying  to  the  fouth  of  Jerufalem,  near  the 
confines  of  Idumea.    There  Judas  met  him  with  10,000  men  ; 
and  having,  through  his  great  confidence  in  God's  afliftance, 
vnth  this  much  inferior  force,  engaged  the  numerous  army  of 
Lyfias,  and,  having  flain  5000  of  them,  he  put  all  the  reft  to 
^ight  j  whereby  Lyfias  being  much  difmayed,  andalfo  equally 
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aftonifiied  at  the  valour  of  Judas's  foldiers,  who  fought  as 
men  ready  prepared  either  to  live  or  die  valiantly,  returned 
nvith  his  baffled  army  to  Antioch,  purpofing  to  come  again 
xvith  greater  force  againll  them  another  year. 

Upon  this  retreat  of  Lyfias,  ^  Judas  being  left  mafter  of  the 
country,  propofed  to  his  followers  their  going  up  to  Jerufalem 
for  the  recovery  of  the  fanftuary  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Hea- 
then, and  to  cleanfe  and  dedicate  it  anew  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Lord  their  God,  that  his  worftiip  might  be  there  again  reftored, 
and  daily  carried  on  as  in  fornier  times ;  to  which  all  confent- 
ing,  he  led  them  up  thither,  where  they  found  all  things  in  a 
very  lamentable  ftate  :  for  the  city  was  in  rubbifh,  the  fanc- 
tuary  defolated,  the  altar  profaned,  the  gates  of  the  temple 
burnt  up,  flirubs  were  in  its  courts  as  in  a  foreft,  and  the 
prieft's  chambers  pulled  down.  At  the  fight  hereof,  the  whole 
aflembly  fell  into  great  lamentation,  and  preffed  earneftly  to 
have  all  thefe  defolations  and  profanations  removed  out  of  the 
houfe  of  God,  that  fo  his  worfliip  might  be  again  performed 
in  it,  as  in  former  times.  And  accordingly,  in  order  hereto, 
Judas,  having  chofen  priefts  of  unblameable  converfation,  ap- 
pointed them  to  the  work  ;  who,  having  cleanfed  the  fanftua- 
jjf  puUcd  down  the  altars  which  the  Heathen  had  there  erect- 
ed, borne  out  all  the  defiled  ftcncs  of  them  into  an  uncleaa 
place,  taken  down  the  old  altar  which  the  Heathens  had  pro- 
faned, built  a  new  one  in  its  ftead  of  unhewn  ftones,  ^  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  and  hallowed  the  courts,  made  thereby  the 
whole  temple  in  all  things  again  fit  for  its  former  fervice.  But 
whereas  Antiochus  ^  had,  in  his  facrilegious  pillage  of  it,  taken 
away  the  golden  altar  of  incenfe,  the  fhew^-bread  table,  which 
was  all  overlaid  with  gold,  and  the  golden  candlelHck  Cwhich 
all  three  flood  in  the  holy  place),  and  had  alfo  robbed  it  of  all 
its  other  veflels  and  utenfils,  and  the  fervice  of  the  temple 
could  not  be  perfectly  performed  without  them,  Judas  took 
care  that  all  thefe  defeds  fhould  be  fupplied.  '^  For,  out  of  the 
fpoils  which  he  had  taken  from  the  enemy,  he  caufed  to  be 
made  a  new  altar  of  incenfe,  and  a  new  candleftick  all  of  gold, 
and  a  new  ihew-bread  table  all  overlaid  with  gold,  all  three 
formed  in  the  fame  m.anner'  as  they  were  before.  And,  by 
his  care,  all  other  vefTels  and  utenlils,  both  of  gold  and  filver, 
that  were  neceffary  for  the  divine  fervice,  were  again  pro- 
vided, 

*  I  Maccabees  iv.  36.  &c.   a  Maccabees  x.  i.  a.  Sec.   Jofeph.  Antiq. 
lib.  12.  c.  II. 

f>  Exodus  XX.  25.    Deut.  xxvii.  5.    Joihua  viii.31. 
^  1  Maccab.  i.  21—23.    2  Maccab.  v.  16. 
*i  I  Maccab.  iv.  49. 


BOOK  III.  THE   OLD   AND   KEW  TESTAMENT.  205 

Tided,  and  a  new  veil  was  alfo  made  to  feparate  between  the 
holy  place  and  the  holy  of  holies,  and  there  hung  in-its  proper 
place.  And,  when  all  thefe  things  were  made  ready,  and  all 
placed  according  to  their  former  order,  each  in  the  particular 
place,  and  each  for  the  particular  ufe  which  they  were  or- 
dained for,  a  new  dedication  of  the  altar  was  refolved  on.  The 
day  *  appointed  for  it  was  the  25th  day  of  their  ninth  month^ 
called  Cilleu,  which  fell  about  the  time  of  the  winter  folftice. 
This  was  the  very  fame  day  of  the  year  ^  on  which,  three 
years  before,  it  had  been  profaned  in  the  manner  as  above  re- 
lated, '^  juft  three  years  and  an  half  after  the  city  and  temple 
had  been  defolated  by  ApoUonius,  ^  two  years  after  Judas  had 
taken  on  him  the  chief  command  of  the  Jews,  on  his  father's 
death.  They  ^  begun  the  day  early,  by  offering  facrifices,  ac- 
cording to  the  law,  upon  the  new  altar  which  they  had  made, 
having  firft  ^  llruck  fire  for  it,  by  dafliing  two  flints  againfi 
«ach  other,  and  from  the  fame  fire  having  lighted  the  feven 
lamps  on  the  golden  candleftick  that  flood  in  the  holy  place, 
befide  the  altar  of  incenfe,  they  went  on  in  all  the  other  fer- 
vice,  reftoring  it,  according  to  their  former  rule,  in  all  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  divine  worfhip  which  were  there  ufed  to  be  per- 
formed; and  fo  it  continued  to  be  there  ever  after  celebrated, 
without  any  other  interruption,  till  the  Romans  finally  de- 
ilroyed  the  temple,  and  thereby  put  an  end  to  all  the  ritual 
worfhip  of  that  place. 

The  folemnity  of  this  dedication  s  was  continued  for  eight 
days  together,  which  they  celebrated  with  great  joy  and 
thankfgiving,  for  the  deliverance  which  God  had  given  unto 
them.  And,  for  the  more  folemn  acknowledgement  hereof, 
they  decreed  the  like  feftival  to  be  ever  after  annually  kept  in 
commemoration  of  it.  This  was  called  the  feafl  of  dedication. 
It  begun  every  year  on  the  faid  25th  day  of  Cifleu,  and  was 
continued  to  the  eight  day  after,  in  the  fame  manner  as  were 

O  4  the 

®  I  Maccabees  iv.  54.    a  Maccabees x.  5. 

^  I  Maccabees  i,  59.  iv.  54.    a  Maccabees  x.  5. 

^  Jofephus  in  Prssfatione  adlibrum  de  Bello  Judaico,  ct  in  ipfo  libro 
de  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  i.  c.  i.  &  lib.  6.  c.  11. 

d  2  Maccabees  x.  j. 

*  I  Maccabees  iv.  5a.  &c.    a  Maccabees  x.  i.  *.  Sec. 

^  z  Maccabees  x.  3.  N.  B.  The  facred  fire  which  came  down  from 
heaven,  at  the  dedication  of  Solomon's  temple,  was  extinguiflied  in  the 
deflruftion  of  the  temple  by  the  Babylonians,  till  which  time  it  had 
there  been  kept  con ilantly  burning.  After  that,  they  utcd  no  other  than 
common  fire  in  the  temple  ;  but  fcill  they  avoided  the  bringing  thither 
of  any  culinary  fire  which  had  been  profaned  by  other  ufcs,  and  there* 
fore  kindlfd  it  by  dafhing  two  Hones  one  againft  the  other,  as  is  here 
faid. 

^  I  Maccab.iv.  56.  3  Maccab.x.  6.  Jofeph,  Antiq.  lib.  iz.  c.  ir. 
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the  pafTover  and  the  feaft  of  tabernacles ;  ^  during  all  which 
time  they  all  illuminated  their  houfes,  by  fetting  up  of  candles 
at  every  man's  door  ;  from  whence  it  was  ^  called  the  feall  of 
lights. 

This  feflival  ^  Chrill  honoured  with  his  prefence  at  Jeru- 
lalem,  coming  thither  of  purpofe  to  bear  a  part  in  the  folem- 
nizing  of  it,  which  implies  his  approbation  of  it ;  and  there- 
fore from  hence  '^  Grotius  very  juftly  infers,  that  feftival  days 
in  memorial  of  public  bleffings  may  pioufly  be  inllituted  by 
perfons  in  authority  without  a  divine  command,  or  (it  may  be 
added)  the  example  of  a  perfon  divinely  directed  obferving  the 
fame.  For  the  inftitution  of  this  feftival  was  without  either, 
there  being  neither  any  divine  precept,  nor  the  example  of  any 
prophet,  for  the  obfervance  of  it.  Neither  can  it  be  faid,  that 
it  was  the  feaft  of  any  other  dedication  that  Chrift  was  pre- 
fent  at,  fave  this  only  which  was  inftituted  by  Judas  Macca- 
baeus.  As  to  the  two  former  dedications  of  the  temple  which 
were  had  before,  firft  that  of  Solomon,  and  afterwards  that  of 
Zerubbabel,  though  they  were  very  folemnly  celebrated  at  the 
time  on  which  they  were  performed,  yet  there  was  no  anni- 
verfary  feaft  in  commemoration  of.  either  of  them  celebrated 
afterwards,  as  there  was  of  this  of  Judas  Maccaba^us.  And, 
if  there  had,  yet  the  text  in  the  gofpel  clearly  pins  down  the 
dedication  mentioned  in  it  to  the  dedication  of  Judas  only  : 
for  it  tells  us,  that  the  time  of  its  celebration  was  in  the  win- 
ter ;  which  could  be  faid  only  of  this,  and  not  of  either  of  the 
other  two :  for  that  of  Solomon  was  *=  in  the  7th  month,  then 
called  Ethanim,  afterward  Tizri,  which  fell  about  the  time  of 
the  autumnal  equinox  ;  and  that  of  Zerubbabel  was  ^  in  their 
1 2th  month,  called  Adar,  which  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fpring :  but  that  of  Judas  Maccabaeus  being  on  tlie  23th  day 
of  the  month  Cifleu,  which  fell  in  the  middle  of  winter,  this 
plainly  demonftrates,  that  the  feaft  of  dedication  which  Chrill 
was  prefent  at  in  Jerufalem  could  be  no  other  feaft  than  that 
which  v/as  celebrated  in  commemoration  of  the  dedication  per- 
forujed  by  Judas  Maccabaeus,  and  inftituted  by  him  for  this 
purpofe. 

When  the  old  altar  which  t'ne  Heathen  had  polluted  was 
pulled  down,  a  difpute  arofe  how  the  ftones  of  it  were  to  be 
difpofed  of.     The  Heathens  having  facrifked  on  this  altar  to 

their 
"  MAimonides  ^t  Chanucah. 
^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Hb.  12.  c.  n. 
^  John  X.  21. 

<^  In  Comment,  ad  Evangelium  St.  Johar.  x'.  12. 
*"  I  Kirgs  viii.  2.    aChron.v.j. 
^  Ezra  vi.  15  — 17, 
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their  idol  gods,  and  fome  of  thofe  facrifices  having  been  of  un- 
clean beafts,  the  worfhippers  of  the  true  God  then  looked  oti 
it,  and  all  the  ftones  of  which  it  was  built,  as  doubly  polluted 
hereby,  and  therefore  no  more  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  his  fer- 
vice.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  they  having  been  for  many 
ages  fandified  by  the  facrifices  which  had  been  offered  thereon 
to  the  true  God,  they  were  afraid,  after  this,  of  applying 
them  to  any  profane  or  common  ufe.  And  therefore,  being  in 
this  doubt,  *  they  refolved  to  lay  up  thefe  ilones  in  fome  con- 
venient place  within  ^  the  mountain  of  the  houfe,  till  there 
fhould  a  prophet  arife,  who  fhould  fhew  them  what  was  to  be 
done  with  them  ;  fo  fcrupulous  were  they  in  this  cafe.  The 
place  in  which,  according  to  the  Mifhnah,  thefe  ftones  were 
laid  up,  was  ^  one  of  the  four  clofets  of  the  Beth-Mokcd,  or 
the  common  fire-room  of  the  priefls  attending  the  fervice,  that 
is,  that  clofet  which  lay  on  the  north-weft  corner  of  that  room. 
But  that  clofet,  according  to  the  defcription  of  it  in  the  fame 
Mifbna,  could  not  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  tenth  part  of 
thofe  ftones.     I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  folve  this  difficulty. 

But,  though  the  Jews  had  recovered  their  temple,  and  re- 
ftored  it  again  to  its  former  facred  ufe,  yet  ftill  there  remained 
one  great  thorn  in  their  fides ;  for  the  fortrefs  was  ftill  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  ftrongly  garrifoned  by  them,  partly 
with  Heathen  foldiers,  and  partly  ^  with  apoftate  Jews,  which 
were  the  worfe  of  the  two,  from  ^  whence  they  much  annoyed 
thofe  that  went  up  to  the  temple  to  worfhip,  often  fallying 
from  thence  upon  them,  and  flaying  feveral  of  them.  This  *" 
fortrefs  was  built  by  ApoUonius  when  he  facked  and  deftroyed 
Jerufalem,  as  hath  been  above  related,  and  ftood  upon  an  emi- 
nence over  againft  the  mountain  of  the  temple ;  for  which  rea~ 
fon  the  place  was  called  Mount  Acra,  from  the  Greek  word 
A*:^<»,  which  fignifieth  an  eminence,  or  fortrefs  on  the  top  of 
an  hill ;  which  eminence  overtopping  the  mountain  of  the 
temple,  as  being  then  the  higher  of  the  two,  had  thereby  the 

command 

•  I  Maccabees  iv.  46. 

b  All  within  the  outer  wall  of  the  temple,  which  made  the  great 
fquare  500  cubits  on  every  tide,  was  called  Har  Hahbeth,  i.  e.  the  movai- 
iain  of  the  houfe.  All  that  was  within  the  wall,  that  included  the  court 
of  the  women,  and  the  inner  court  in  which  the  temple  ftood,  was 
called  Mikdajhy  i.  e.  thefincluary.  And  the  temple  itfelt,  including  the 
porch,  the  holy  place,  and  the  holy  of  holies,  was  called  Hecal,  i.e.  the 
temple.  This  is  to  be  underltood  ftrictiy  fpeaking  ;  for  often  all  thcie 
words  are  ufed  promifcuoufly  for  the  temple  in  general. 

*^  Middoth.  c.  I.  ^  6. 

d  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  i%.  c.  7. 

^  Maccab.  i.  36.  37. 

t  X  Maccab.  i.  33—35.   Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  7. 
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command  of  it,  which  gave  the  foldiers  there  in  garrifon  the 
advantage  which  I  have  mentioned,  of  annoying  allthofe  who 
went  up  thither  to  worfhip.  For  the  preventing  of  this,  Judas 
at  firft  ^  appointed  part  of  his  army  to  (hut  them  up  within 
their  fortrels,  and  to  fight  againft  all  fuch  as  fhould  fally  out  of 
it  upon  any  of  the  people.  But,  finding  he  could  not  fpare  fo 
many  of  his  men  as  was  neceffary  for  this  blockade,  hecaufed 
the  mountain  of  the  houfe  to  ^  be  fortified  with  ftrong  walls 
and  liigh  towers  built  round  about  it,  and  placed  there  a 
Urong  garrifon  to  defend  it,  and  fecure  thofe  that  went  up  thi- 
ther to  worfhip  from  all  future  infults  that  might  be  made 
upon  them,  either  from  the  fortrefs  or  any  other  place. 

And  whereas  the  Idumeans  were  at  that  time  great  enemies 
to  the  Jews,  to  fecure  Jerufalem  from  all  infults  from  that 
quarter,  *=  he  fortified  Bethfura  to  be  a  barrier  againft  them. 
I  have  **  formerly  fliewn,  that  the  Idumea,  or  land  of  Edoro, 
ia  which  thofe  people  now  dwelt,  was  not  the  Idumea,  or  land 
of  Edom,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  fcriptures  of  theOldTef- 
tament.  Wherever  this  name  occurs  in  any  of  thofe  ancient 
holy  writings,  it  is  to  be  underftood  of  that  Idumea,  or  land 
of  Edom,  only,  which  lay  between  the  lake  of  Sodom  and  the 
Red  fea,  and  was  afterwards  called  Arabia  Petraea ;  nor  are 
any  other  Edomites  fpoken  of  in  them,  than  thofe  which  in- 
habited in  that  country,  excepting  only  in  one  palTage  *  in  the 
prophet  Malachi.  But  thefe  Edomites  *  being  driven  from 
thence  by  the  Nabatheans,  while  the  Jews  v/ere  in  the  Babj- 
lonifti  captivity,  and  their  land  lay  defolate,  they  then  took 
polTeffion  of  as  much  of  the  fouthern  part  of  it  as  contained 
what  had  formerly  been  the  whole  inheritance  of  the  tribe  of 
Simeon,  and  alfo  half  of  that  which  had  been  the  inheritance 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  there  dwelt  ever  after,  till  at  length, 
going  over  into  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  they  became  incor- 
porated 

'  I  Maccab.  iv.  41.    Jofephus,  ibid. 

*>  I  Maccab.  iv.  60.      fofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  li.  C.  II. 

*  1  Maccab.  iv.  61.    Joft-ph.  ibid, 
d  Parti.  Book  i. 

*  Malachi  i.  3.  4.  There  God  fpenks,  ver.  3.  of  his  havings  laiil  fb^ 
mountains  and  heritage  of  Efuu  rjjajle  ;  which  was  done  on  their  expul- 
fion  by  tbe  Nabatheans  out  of  that  mountainouB  country,  lying  between 
the  Red  fea  and  the  lake  of  Sodom,  where  they  formerly  had  their  in- 
heritance. The  4th  verfe  contains  their  brag,  that  they  would  return 
an^ain  into  this  their  ancient  country^  rebuild  the  at'fola ted  cities ■,  ivhich  they 
formerly  there  poffeffedy  and  again  dnvcil  in  them.  But  hereto  God,  by  the 

mouth  of  his  holy  prophet,  denies  them  fuocefs,  telling  them,  that  as 
fjji  as  they  fhould  build  he  ^voould pull  doiun  again  :  and  fo  it  accordingly 
happened  ;  for  the  Edomites  could  never  again  recover  that  country. 

i  See  an  account  hereof  in  the  firft  part  of  this  hiftory,  book  i.  under 
the  year  740. 
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porated  vvitli  them  into  the  fame  nation.  And  this  only  is  the 
Idumea,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it  the  onlj  Edomites,  or  Idu- 
means,  which  are  any  where  fpoken  of  after  the  Babylonilh 
captivity.  After  their  coming  into  this  country,  Hebron, 
which  had  formerly  been  the  metropolis  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
thenceforth  became  the  metropolis  of  Idumea;  and  in  the  road 
between  that  and  Jerufalem  lay  Bethfura,  at  the  diftance  of  five 
furlongs  from  the  latter,  faith  the  author  of  the  fecond  book  * 
of  Maccabees  ;  but  others  put  it  at  a  much  greater  diftance, 
and  thefe  feem  to  be  neareft  to  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

When  the  neighbouring  nations  round  about  heard  that  the 
Jews  had  again  recovered  the  city  and  temple  of 
Jerufalem,  new  dedicated  the  fan6luary,  erefted  a  j?^  l!^^' 
new  altar  in  it,  and  again  reftored  the  Jewifti  wor-  cabsus  ^.' 
ihip  in  that  place,  ^  they  were  much  moved  with 
envy  and  hatred  againft  them  hereon ;  and  therefore,  taking 
counfel  together  againft  them,  refolved  to  a£l  in  concert  toge- 
ther for  their  utter  extirpation,  and  began  to  execute  this  refo- 
lution,  by  putting  all  of  them  to  death  who  were  found  fo- 
journing  any  where  among  them,  purpoling  to  join  with  An- 
tiochus  for  the  eife^ling  of  ail  the  reft  in  the  utter  deftru6tion 
of  the  whole  race  of  Ifrael, 

But  Antiochus  dying  in  the  interim,  this  broke  all  the  mea- 
fures  which  they  had  concerted  together  for  this  mifchief. 
For,  on  his  palfing  into  Perlia,  to  gather  up  the  arrears  of  tri- 
bute which  were  there  due  to  him,  being  told,  that  ^  the  city 
of  Elymais  in  that  country  was  greatly  renowned  for  its  riches 
both  of  gold  and  lilver,  and  that  there  was  in  it  a  temple  <^  of 
Diana,  in  which  were  vaft  treafures,  he  marched  thither,  with 
intent  to  take  the  city,  and  fpoil  that  and  the  temple  in.  it,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  at  Jerufalem.  But,  on  fore 
notice  had  of  this  delign,  the  people  of  the  country  round  about, 
as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  joining  together  in  de- 
fence of  their  temple,  beat  him  off  with  ftiame  and  confufion  ; 
whereon  ^  he  retired  to  Ecbatana  in  Media,  greatly  grieved 
for  this  bailie  and  difappointment.  On  his  arrival  thither,  ^ 
news  came  to  him  of  what  had  happened  to  Nicanor  and  Ti- 
motheus   in  Judea ;  at  which   being  exceedingly  enraged,  he 

haftened 

^  Chap.  ii.  ver.  5. 

^  I  Maccab.  v.  i.  z. 

^  I  Maccab.  vt.  i.a.  Sec. 

d  Polybius  faith,  it  was  a  temple  of  Dinna  (in  Excerptis  Vale fii,  p. 
344.);  and  fo  faith  Joftphiis  (Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.  1^.)  But  Appign  (in  Sy- 
rians) faith,  that  it  was  a  temple  of  Venus. 

•  a  Maccab.  ix.  3. 

f  a  Maccab.  ibid. 
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haftened  back,  with  all  the  fpeed  he  was  able,  to  execute  the 
utraoft  of  his  w^rath  upon  the  people  of  the  Jews,  breathing  no- 
tliing  elfe  but  threats  of  utter  deftruftioii  and  utter  extirpation 
againft  them  all  the  way  as  he  went.  As  he  was  ^  thus  haften- 
ing  towards  the  country  of  Babylonia,  through  which  he  was 
to  pafs  in  his  return,  he  met  on  the  road  with  other  meffengers, 
b  which  brought  him  an  account  how  the  Jews  had  defeated  Ly- 
fias,  recovered  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  pulled  down  the  images 
and  altars  which  he  had  there  ereded,  and  reftored  that  place 
to  its  former  worfliip  :  at  which  being  enraged  to  the  utmoft 
fury,  he  commanded  his  charioteer  to  double  his  fpeed,  that  he 
might  be  fooner  on  the  place  to  execute  his  revenge  upon  this 
people,  threatening,  as  he  went,  that  he  would  make  Jcrufaleia 
a  place  of  fepulture  for  the  Jews,  wherein  he  would  bury  the 
whole  nation,  deftroying  them  all  to  a  man.  But,  <^  while  thefe 
proud  words  were  in  his  mouth,  the  judgements  of  God  over- 
took him :  for  he  had  no  fooner  fpoken  them,  but  he  was  fmit- 
ten  with  an  incurable  plague,  a  great  pain  feizing  his  bowels, 
and  a  grievous  torment  lollowing  thereupon  in  his  inward 
parts,  which  no  remedy  could  abate.  However,  ^  he  would  not 
ilacken  his  fpeed  ;  but,  dill  continuing  in  the  fame  wrath,  he 
drove  on  in  the  fame  halle  to  execute  it,  till  at  length,  his  cha- 
riot overthrowing,  he  was  call  to  the  ground  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, that  he  was  forely  bruifed  and  hurt  in  all  the  members 
of  his  body;  whereon  he  was  put  into  a  litter  ;  but  not  being 
able  long  to  bear  that,  he  was  forced  to  put  in  at  a  town  * 
called  Tabae,  ^  lying  in  the  mountains  of  Parsetacene,  s  in  the 
confines  of  Perfia  and  Babylonia,  and  there  betake  ^  himfelf  to 
his  bed,  where  he  fufFered  horrid  torments  both  in  body  and 
mind.    For  in  his  body  '  a  filthy  ulcer  broke  out  in  his  fecret 
parts,  wherein  were  bred  an  innumerable  quantity  of  vermin 
continually  flowing  from  it ;  and  fuch  a  ftench  proceeded  from 
the  fame,   as  neither  thofe  that  attended  him  nor  he  himfelf 
could  well  bear  ;  and  in  this  condition  ^  he  lay  languiihing  and 
rotting  till  he  died.  And  all  this  while  the  torments  of  his  mind 
^wcre  as  great  as  the  torments  of  his  body,  caufed  by  the  re- 
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fleftions  which  he  made  on  his  former  a£lions.  Polybius  ^  tells 
us  of  this,  as  well  as  Jofephus,  and  the  authors  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  book  of  Maccabees ;  and  adds  hereto,  that  it  grew  fa 
far  upon  him  as  to  come  to  a  conftant  delirium,  or  Hate  of 
madnefs,  by  reafon  of  feveral  fpedres  and  apparitions  of  evil 
fpirits,  which  he  imagined  were  continually  about  him,  re- 
proaching and  flinging  his  confcience  with  accufations  of  his 
paft  evil  deeds  which  he  had  been  guilty  of.  Polybius  faith,  this 
was  for  the  facrilegious  attempt  which  he  made  upon  the 
temple  of  Diana  in  Elymais,  overlooking  that  which  he  had 
actually  executed  upon  the  temple  at  Jerufalem.  Jofephus  ^- 
reproves  him  for  this,  and,  with  much  more  reafon  and  juftice, 
lays  the  whole  caufe  of  his  fuffering  in  this  ficknefs,  as  <^  did 
alfo  Antiochus  himfelf,  to  what  he  did  at  Jerufalem,  and  the 
temple  of  God  in  that  place,  and  the  horrid  perfecution  which 
he  thereon  raifed  againft  all  that  worfhipped  him  there.  For- 
the  facrilege  at  Elymais  was  only  attempted,  that  at  Jerufalem 
was  fully  committed,  with  horrid  impiety  againft  God,  and 
with  as  horrid  cruelty  againft  all  thofe  that  ferved  him  there  : 
and  the  former  facrilege,  if  it  had  been  committed,  had  been 
only  againft  a  falfe  deity ;  but  the  latter  was  againft  the  true 
God,  the  great  and  almighty  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth. 
However,  it  is  a  great  confirmation  of  what  is  above  related 
out  of  Jofephus  and  the  two  books  of  the  Maccabees,  of  the 
fignal  judgement  of  God  which  was  executed  upon  this  wicked 
tyrant,  that  Polybius,  an  Heathen  author,  doth  agree  with  them 
herein  as  to  the  matter  of  fa6l,  though  he  differs  from  them  in 
aftigning  a  wrong  caufe  for  it.  It  feems  Antiochus,  being  at 
length  awakened  by  his  aflBidions,  became  himfelf  fully  fen- 
fible,  that  all  his  fufferings  in  them  were  from  the  hand  of 
God  upon  him  for  what  he  had  done  againft  the  temple  at  Je- 
rufalem, and  his  fervants  that  worfhipped  him  there.  For  he  '^ 
ackowledged  all  this  before  his  death,  with  many  vows  of  what 
he  would  do  for  the  repairing  of  all  the  evil  which  he  had 
there  done,  in  cafe  he  fhould  again  recover.  But  his  repent- 
ance came  too  late ;  God  would  not  then  hear  him  :  and  there- 
fore, after  having  languifhed  out  a  while  in  this  miferable  con- 
dition, and  under  thefehorridtormentsof  body  and  mind,  ^heat 
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length,  being  half  confumed  with  the  rottennefs  of  his  ulcer, 
'  gave  up  the  ghoft  and  died,  after  he  had  reigned  *  full  1 1  years. 
And  I  cannot  forbear  here  remarking,  that  mod  of  the  great 
perfecutors  have  died  the  like  death,  by  being  fmitten  of  God 
in  the  like  manner  in  the  fecret  parts.  Thus  died  Herod,  the 
great  perfecutor  of  Chrift  and  the  infants  at  Bethlehem  ;  and 
thus  died  Galerius  Maximianus,  the  author  and  the  great 
perfecutor  of  the  tenth  and  greateft  perfecution  againfl  the 
primitive  Ghriftians  ;  and  thus  alfo  died  Philip  II.  king  of 
Spain,  as  infamous  for  the  cruelty  of  his  perfecutions,  and  the 
numbers  deflroyed  by  it,  as  any  of  the  other  three.  As  to  the 
manner  of  Herod's  death,  1  iliall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  it 
hereafter  in  its  proper  place  ;  and,  as  to  the  death  of  the  other 
two,  that  of  Galerius  is  defcribed  by  ^  Eufebius  and  ^  Lac- 
tantius,  and  that  of  Philip  II.  by  ^  Mezeray ;  and  to  thefe  au- 
thors I  remit  the  reader  for  an  account  of  them. 

Antiochus  the  Great,  having  attempted  the  like  facrilegein 
the  country  of  Elymais  as  Antiochus  his  fon  did  in  the  city  of 
Elymais,  and  perilhed  in  it,  ^  as  hath  been  above  related,  this 
hath  made  fome  think,  that  the  parity  of  names  hath  been  the 
caufe  of  this  parity  of  fadls  being  attributed  to  both,  and  that 
only  one  of  them  was  guilty  of  this  facrilegious  attempt  which 
is  related  of  both.  And,  on  this  fuppofition,  ^  Scaliger  chargeth 
Jerome  with  a  blunder,  for  faying,  in  his  comment  on  the  i  ith 
chapter  of  Daniel,  that  Antiochus  the  Great,  fighting  againft 
the  Elymeans,  was  cut  off  by  them  with  all  his  army.  For  he 
will  have  it,  that  this  was  not  true  of  Antiochus  the  Great, 
but  only  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  ;  and  yet  many  other  au- 
thors atteft  the  fame  thing  with  Jerome,  that  Antiochus  the 
Great  was  thus  cut  off  in  the  facrilegious  attempt,  and  none 
fay  it  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  ;  for  he  efcaped  from  the  baffle, 
though  he  loft  many  of  his  men  in  it,  and  died  afterwards. 
So  faith  s  Appian ;  and  fo  faith  ^  Polybius,  as  well  as  Jofephus, 
and  both  the  authors  of  the  firft  and  fecond  books  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. 

*  So  fay  Porphyry,  Eurtbiiis,  Jeronne,  and  Sulpitius  Severus.  But  the 
author  of  the  firft  book  of  Maccabees  faith,  he  began  his  rtign  in 
the  137th  year  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Greeks,  and  died  the  149th  year, 
Vvhich  makes  hitn  rcij^n  i:  years.  For  the  reconciling  of  this  it  muft  be 
fiid,  that  he  began  his  reign  m  the  ending  of  the  137th  year,  and  ended 
it  in  the  beginnrug  of  the  149th  year  of  that  aera. 
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cabees.  And  although  both  the  faciileges  were  attempted  in  the 
country  of  the  Elymeans,  yet  it  was  not  upon  the  fame  temple 
that  the  attempt  was  made.  Tliat  of  Antiochus  the  Great  was 
upon  the  temple  of  Belus,  the  great  god  of  the  Eaft  ;  and  that 
of  Epiphanes  was  upon  the  temple  of  Diana  ;  and  there  was  a 
Perlian  Diana,  *  Tacitus  tells  us  ;  and,  that  this  goddefs  had  a 
temple  among  the  Elymeans,  is  attefted  by  ^  Strabo,  who  tells 
us  alfo  of  it,  and  that  it  was  very  rich ;  for  he  faith,  that  it 
being  afterwards  plundered  by  one  of  the  Parthian  kings,  ^  he 
took  from  it  10,000  talents.  This  temple,  Strabo  tells  us,  was 
called  Azara,  or  rather,  as  ^  Gafaubon  correfts  it,  Zara. 
Hence  Diana  was  called  ^  Zaretis  among  the  Perfians. 

Antiochus  Epiphanes  having  been  a  great  oppreffor  of  the 
church  of  God,  under  the  Jewifh  economy,  and  the  type  of 
Antichrift,  which  was  to  opprefs  it  in  after  ages  under  the 
Chriilian,  more  is  prophetically  faid  of  him  in  the  prophe- 
cies of  Daniel,  than  of  any  other  prince  which  thefe  prophe- 
cies relate  to;  the  better  half  of  the  nth  chapter,  that  is, 
from  the  20th  verfe  to  the  45th,  which  is  the  laft  of  that  chap- 
ter, is  wholly  concerning  him  ;  and  there  are  feveral  paffages 
alfo  in  the  8th  and  12th  chapters  which  relate  to  him.  The 
whole  may  be  divided  into  two  parts,  whereof  the  firft  is  con- 
cerning his  wars  with  Egypt,  and  the  fecond  is  concerning  the 
perfecutions  and  oppreflions  brought  by  him  upon  the  Jewilh 
church  and  nation,  and  thefe  were  all  fulfilled  in  the  aiSlions 
of  his  reign. 

And  firft,  as  to  his  wars  with  Egypt,  what  is  faid,  chap.  xi. 
ver.  25.  40.  42.  43.  was  accompliihed  in  his  fecond  expedition 
into  that  country,  and  the  a6lions  done  by  him  therein,  which 
are  above  related.  What  is  in  the  26th  verfe  was  fulfilled  by 
the  revolt  of  Ptolemy  Macron  from  King  Philometor,  and  the 
treachery  and  mal-adminiftration  of  Lenseus,  Eulaeus,  and 
ot'her  minifters  and  officers  employed  under  him.  What  is  in 
the  27th  verfe  had  its  completion  in  the  meeting  of  Antiochus 
and  Philometor  at  Memphis,  where  the  two  kings,  both  in  the 
time  of  the  fecond  and  of  the  third  expedition  of  Antiochus  in- 
to Egypt,  did  ^  frequently  eat  at  the  fame  table,  and  conferred 
together  feemingly  as  friends ;  Antiochus  pretending  to  take  up- 
on him  the  care  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  intereft  of  Philometor, 
his  nephew,  and  Philometor  pretending  to  confide  in  Antiochus, 
as  his  uncle,  in  all  that  he  was  thus  doing.  But  both  herein 
fpoh  lies  to  each  other  ;  for,  in  reality,  they  both  intended  quite 
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the  contrary ;  Antiochus's  defign  being  under  the  pretence 
above  mentioned,  to  feize  all  Egypt  to  himfelf,  and  Philome- 
tor's  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  difappoint  him  of  it,  as  ac- 
cordingly at  length  he  did  by  his  agreement  with  his  brother 
and  the  Alexandrians,  as  is  above  related.  Whereon  followed 
what  is  foretold  in  the  29th  and  30th  verfes  of  the  fame  chap- 
ter. For  Antiochus,  on  his  hearing  of  this  agreement,  pulled 
off  his  vizard,  and  openly  owned  his  delign  for  the  ufurping  of 
Egypt  to  himfelf,  and,  for  the  full  executing  of  it,  returned  and 
came  again  towards  the  Southy  that  is,  into  Egypt,  in  his  laft 
expedition  into  that  country.  But  he  did  not  then  prevail,  as  in 
the  former  and  the  latter  (i.  e.  in  his  two  preceding  attempts 
upon  that  country),  becaufe  oithejhips  that  came  from  Chittim 
(i.  e,  the  country  of  the  Grecians)  againfl  him,  which  brought 
Popilius  Laenas  and  the  other  Roman  ambafladors  to  Alexan- 
dria, who  made  him,  to  his  great  grief,  return  out  of  Egypt , 
and  quit  all  his  defigns  upon  that  country.  However,  what  is 
foretold  in  the  4  2d  and  43d  verfes,  of  his  flretching  forth  his 
hand  upon  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  his  having  power  over  the 
treafures  of  gold  and  fiver,  and  all  other  the  precious  things  of 
that  country,  had  its  thorough  completion  ;  for  he  miferably 
harafled  and  wafted  the  whole  land  of  Egypt  in  all  his  expedi- 
tions into  it,  ^  carrying  thence  vaft  treafures  of  gold  and  lilver, 
and  other  riches,  in  the  prey  and  fpoils  taken  in  it  by  him  and 
his  followers.  And  there  ended  sll  the  prophecies  of  Daniel 
which  relate  to  the  wars  that  were  between  the  kings  of  Syria 
and  the  kings  of  Egypt :  for,  in  thofe  prophecies,  the  kings  of 
the  North  were  the  kings  of  Syria,  and  the  kings  of  the  South 
the  kings  of  Egypt,  as  hath  been  above  related. 

As  to  the  other  partof  Daniel's  prophecies  of  this  king,  which 
relate  to  the  perfecutions  and  oppreilions  which  he  brought 
upon  the  Jewifh  church  and  nation  ;  what  is  faid,  chap,  xi, 
vtr.  22.  of  the  Prince  of  the  covenant  being  broken  before  hiniy 
forefhewed  what  he  did  to  Onias  the  high  prieft,  who  was  de- 
pofed  and  banillied  by  him,  and  at  length  murdered  by  one  of 
his  lieutenants  :  for  the  high  prieft  of  the  Jews  was  the  prince 
of  the  Mofaic  covenant.  What  is  faid,  in  the  28th  verfe,  of  his 
heart  being  fet  againfl  the  holy  covenant^  on  his  returning  from 
Egypt,  and  of  the  exploits  which  he  did  thereon,  forefhewed  what 
lie  did  to  Judah  and  Jerulalem,  on  liis  return  from  his  fecond 
expedition  into  the  faid  country  of  Egypt,  when,  without  a 
caufe,  he  murdered  and  enflaved  fo  many  of  the  Jewifli  nation, 
and  robbed  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem  of  all  their  riches 
and  treafure.  What  is  faid  in  the  30th  vtife  foretold  the  grief 
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nvith  which  he  returned  from  his  fourth  and  laft  expedition 
into  Egypt,  by  reafon  of  the  baffle  which  he  then  met  with 
from  the  Romans  of  all  his  defigns  upon  that  country,  and 
the  indignation  and  wrath  which  then,  in  his  irrational  fury, 
he  vented  upoi)  the  Jewiih  church  and  nation,  in  fending  Apol- 
lonius  to  deftroy  Jeruf.ilem,  and  make  to  ceafe  the  Jewifh  wor- 
ihip  m  that  place.  What  is  contained  in  the  31ft  verfe,  and 
thole  that  follow  to  the  40th,  agreeable  to  what  was  before 
prophefied,  chap.  viii.  ver.  9 — 12.  and  ver.  23 — 25,  foretold 
his  taking  away  the  daily  facrijice^  and  all  elfe  that  he  did  for 
the  fappretlidg  of  the  Jviwilh  worihip,  and  the  deftroying  of 
the  whole  J/wifh  nation,  which  is  above  related.  The  44th 
verfe  and  the  45th  of  the  fame  nth  chapter,  foretold  his  lafl 
expedition  which  he  made,  firft  into  Armenia,  and  from  thence 
into  the  Eaft,  and  his  there  coming  to  an  end,  and  periQiing  in 
that  miferable  manner  as  hath  been  related,  having  firft  j!)/<3;z^^^ 
the  tabernacles  of  his  palace ,  that  is,  his  abfolute  regal  authori- 
ty, in  the  glorious  holy  mountain  between  the  feas,  that  is,  in  Je- 
rufalem,  which  ftood  in  a  mountainous  fituation  betv/een  the 
Mediterranean  fea  and  the  fea  of  Sodom  ;  for  it  was  built  in 
the  mid  way  betwixt  both,  on  the  mountains  of  Judea. 

Never  were  any  prophecies  delivered  more  clearly,  or  ful- 
filled more  exaftly,  than  all  thefe  prophecies  of  Daniel  were* 
Porphyry,  who  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  holy  fcriptures,  as 
well  of  the  Old  Teftament  as  of  the  New,  ^  acknowledged  this. 
And  therefore  he  contends,  that  they  were  hiftorical  narra- 
tives, w^ritten  after  the  fads  were  done,  and  not  prophetical 
predidlions  foretelling  them  to  come.  This  Porphyry  ^  was  a 
learned  Heathen,  born  at  Tyre  in  the  year  of  Chrift  233,  and 
there  called  ^  Malchus  ;  which  name,  on  his  going  among  the 
Greeks,  he  changed  into  that  of  Porphyry,  that  fignifying  the 
fame  in  the  Greek  language  which  Malchus  did  In  the  Phoeni- 
cian, the  language  then  fpoken  at  Tyre.  He  being  a  bitter  ene- 
my to  the  Chrift ian  religion,  ^  wrote  a  large  volume  againft  it, 
containing  15  books,  whereof  the  12th  was  wholly  againft  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel.  Thefe  concerning  thePerfian  kings  and 
the  Macedonian  that  reigned  as  well  in  Egypt  as  in  Alia,  having 
been  all,  according  to  the  beft  hiftorians,  exa6lly  fulfilled,  he 
could  not  difprove   them  by  denying  their  completion  ;  and 

Vol.  HI.  P  therefore, 

*  Apud  Hieronymum  in  Proocmio  ad  Comment,  in  Panielem. 

t>  Vide  Holftenium  in  Vita  Porphyrii,  et  Voflium  de  Hift,  Graicis, 
lib.  a.  c.  16. 

*^  Malchu?,  from  tbe  Phcenlcian  or  Hebrew  word  Melee,  fignifieth 
King,  and  nopfvpioc  did  the  lame  in  Greek,  that  is,  one  that  wore  purpk% 
which  none  out  kmgs  and  royal  perfons  then  did. 

<J  Hieronymus  in  Frooemio  ad  Comment,  in  Danielcra, 
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therefore,  for  the  overthrowing  of  their  authority,  he  took  the 
quite  contrary  courfe,  and  laboured  to  prove  their  truth ;  and 
from  ^  hence  alledged,  that,  being  fo  exadlly  true  in  all  parti- 
culars, they  could  not  therefore  be  written  by  Daniel  fo  many 
years  before  the  fads  were  done,  but  by  fome  one  elfe  under  his 
name  who  lived  after  the  time  of  AntiochusEpiphanes.  For  the 
making  out  of  which,  his  main  argument  was,  that  all  con- 
tained in  the  propiiecies  of  Daniel  relating  to  the  times  pre- 
ceding the  death  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  was  true,   and  that 
all  that  related  to  the  times  which  followed  after  was  falfe. 
The  latter  propofition  he  belaboured,  thereby  to  overthrow  all 
that  the  Chriftians  alledged  from  thefe  prophecies  for  the  Mef- 
fiah,  which  he  would  have  thought  to  be  all  falfe  ;   and  the 
other  propofition  he  endeavoured  to  clear,  thereby  to  make 
out,  that  the  whole  book  was  fpurious,  not  written  by  Daniel, 
but  by  fome  one  elfe,  after  the  fafts  therein  fpoken  of  were 
done,  as  if  that  could  not  be  prophetically  foretold  which  was 
fo  exadly  fulfilled.    And  for  this  reafon  was  it,  that  he  took 
upon  him  to  prove  thofe  fafts  to  be  fo  exadly  true  as  in  thofe 
prophecies  contained.    For  which  purpofe,  he  made  ufe  of  the 
bell  Greek  hiftorians  then  extant.  ^  Such  were  Calllnicus  Su- 
torius,  Diodorus  Siculus,  Hieronymus,  Polybius,  Pofidonius, 
Claudius  Theon,  and  Andronicus  Alypius  ;  and  from  them 
made  evident  proof,  that  all  that  is  written  in  the  nth  chap- 
ter of  Daniel  was  truly,   in  every  particular,  afted  and  done 
in  the  order  as  there  related  ;  and  from  this  exaftnefs  of  com- 
pletion endeavoured  to  infer  the  alTertion  mentioned,  that  thefe 
prophecies  were  written  after  the  fafts  were  done,  and  there- 
fore are  rather  hiftorical  narratives  relating  things  paft,  than 
prophetical  prediftions  forefhewing  things  afterwards  to  come. 
But  Jerome  turns  the  arguinent  upon  him,  and  with  more 
llrength  of  reafon  infers,  that  this  way  ^  of  oppofing  thefe 
prophecies  gives  the  greateft  evidence  of  their  truth,  in  that 
what  the  prophet  foretold  is  hereby  allowed  to  be  fo  exactly 
fulfilled,  that  he  feemed  to  unbelievers  not  to  foretel  things  to 
come,  but  to  relate  things  paft.    Jerome,  in  his  comments  on 
Daniel,   makes  ufe  of  the  fame  authors  that  Porphyry  did  ; 
and  what  is  in  thefe  comm'ents  are  all  tlie  remains  which  we 
now  have  of  this  w'ork  of  that  learned  Heathen,  or  of  moft  of 
thofe  authors  which  he  made  ufe  of  in  it.  For  this  whole  work 

of 

*  Hieronymus,  ibid. 

b  Hieronynnus  in  Procemio  ad  Comment,  in  Dnnielem. 

*  Jerome,  fpeaking  of  Porphyry  as  to  this  matter,  hath  thtfe  words. 

*  Ciijus  impUtjnatio  tcftimonium  veritatis  eft.     Tanta  enim  di>itorurn 

♦  iidcsfuit,  ut  propheta  incrcdulis  hominibus  non  videatur  futura  dixif- 

•  ky  Ud  nan-'  ir^  pr^terita.*    In  Piooemio  ad  Ccmment.  in  Danieki:n, 
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of  Porphyry  is  now  loft,  as  are  alfo  moft  of  the  hiftories  above 
mentioned  which  he  quotes  in  it.  For  the  hiftories  of  Callini- 
ciis  Sutorius,  ^Hieronymus,  ^  Polidonius,  ^  Claudius  T  leon, 
and  <=  Andronicus  Alypius,  are  wholly  periftied  j  as  is  alfo  the 
greateft  part  of  Poiybius  and  DIodorus  Siculus.  Had  we  all 
thefe  extant,  we  might  from  them  be  enabled  to  make  a  much 
clearer  and  fuller  explication  of  thefe  prophecies,  efpecially 
■^  from  Callinicus  Sutorius,  *  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Anto- 
ninus Pius,  the  Roman  emperor  ;  and  having,  ^  in  ten  books, 
v/ritten  an  hiftory  £>f  the  affairs  of  Alexandria,  included  there- 
in much  of  the  Jewifti  tranfadions.  And  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  not  only  thefe  authors,  and  this  work  of  Porphyry,  in  which 
he  made  fo  much  ufe  of  them,  are  now  loft  ;  but  that  alfo  the 
books  of  Eufebius,  Apollonarius,  an4  Methodius,  ^  which  they 
wrote  in  anfwer  to  this  Heathen  adverfary,  have  all  undergone 
the  fame  fate,  and  are,  in  like  manner,  to  the  great  damage  both 
of  divine  and  human  knowledge,  wholly  loft,  excepting  only 
foiviC  few  fcraps  of  Methodius,  preferved  in  quotations  out  of 
him  by  John  Damafcen  and  Nicetas.  For,  were  thefe  ftill  ex- 
tant, efpecially  that  of  Apollonarius,  ^  who  wrote  with  the 
greateft  exaftnefs  of  the  three,  no  doubt,  much  more  of  thofe 
authors  would  have  been  preferved  in  citations  from  them 
than  we  now  have  of  them,  there  being  at  prefent  no  other 
remains  of  thofe  ancient  hiftoriaiis  (excepting  Poiybius  and 
Diodorus  Siculus)  but  what  we  have  in  Jerome's  comments 
on  Daniel,  and  his  proem  to  theui. 

Jerome  and  Porphyry  exactly  agree  In  their  explication  of 
the  nth  chapter  of  Daniel,  'till  they  come  to  the  2ift  verfe. 
For  what  follows  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  was  all 
explained  by  Porphyry  to  belong  to  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and 
to  have  been  all  tranfafted  in  the  time  of  his  reign.  But  Je- 
rome here  differs  from  him,  and  faith,  that  molt  of  this,  as 

P  2  well 

*  Tbis  Hieronymus  wrote  an  hiftory  of  the  fuccefiors  of  Alexander, 
See  of  him  above,  parti,  book  8.  under  the  year  311. 

b  Pofidonius  was  of  Apamea  in  Syria,  and  wrote,  in  51  books,  a  con- 
tinuation of  Poiybius  down  to  the  wars  of 'C«far  and  Pompey,  in  which 
time  he  flourifhed. 

^  Who  Claudius  Theon  and  Andronicus  Alypius  were,  or  of  what 
times  they  wrote,  we  have  no  account. 

d  Hieronymus  in  Dan.  xi.  i.  2.  3.  Sec. 

*  For  he  was  contemporary  with  Galen,  who  lived  in  that  timp» 
Suidas  in  Kaxx/vocof. 

f  Suidas,  ibid. 

^  Hieronymus  in  Proosmlo  prsediifto. 
^  Philoftorgiu?,  Ub.  8.  c.  14. 

i  Hieronymus  in  Comment,  ad  Dan.  xi.  »i«  &  in  Prooemlo  ad  Com- 
ment. praedi(S. 


ai8  CONNECTION   OF  THE   HISTORY  OF  PART  11. 

well  as  fome  parts  of  the  8th  and  1 2th  chapters  of  the  fame 
book,  relate  principally  to  Antichrift  ;  that,  although  feme 
particulars  in  thefe  prophecies  had  a  typical  completion  in  An- 
tiochus  Epiphanes,  yet  they  were  all  of  them  wholly  and  ul- 
timately fulfilled  only  in  Antichrift  ;  and  this,  he  faith,  was 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  fathers  of  the  Chriftian  church  in  his 
time.  And  he  explains  it  by  a  parallel  taken  from  the  71ft 
pfalm  (i,  e,  the  7  2d,  according  to  the  Septuagint),  which  in 
fome  parts  of  it  was  typically  true  of  Solomon,  and  therefore 
it  is  called  a  pfalm  for  Solomon,  but  was  wholly  and  ultimate- 
ly only  fo  of  Chrift.  And  therefore  he  would  have  thefe  pro- 
phecies which  are  in  the  8th  chapter  of  Daniel,  ver.  9—12. 
and  ver.  23 — 26.  and  chap.  xi.  ver.  21 — 45.  and  chap.  xii. 
ver.  6 — 13.  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  fame  manner,  that  is,  in  part 
and  typically  in  Antiochus,  but  wholly  and  ultimately  only  in 
Antichrift.  The  truth  of  the  matter  feems  to  be  this,  that  as 
much  of  thefe  prophecies  as  relate  to  the  wars  of  the  king  of 
the  North  and  the  king  of  the  South  (that  is,  the  king  of  Sy- 
ria and  the  king  of  Egypt)  was  wl^olly  and  ultimately  fulfil- 
led in  thofe  wars  :  but  as  much  of  thefe  prophecies  as  related 
to  the  profanation  and  perTecution  which  Antiochus  Epipha- 
nes brought  upon  the  Jewifti  church  was  all  typically  fulfilled 
in  them  ;  but  they  were  to  have  their  ultimate  and  thorough 
completion  only  in  thofe  profanations  and  perfecutions  which 
Antichrift  was  to  bring  upon  the  church  of  Chrift  in  after- 
times. 

One  particular  mentioned  in  thefe  prophecies  of  Daniel,  and 
fulfilled  under  Antiochus,  is  efpecially  taken  notice  of,  as  ty- 
pifying in  him  what  was  to  happen  under  Antichrift  in  after- 
times,  that  is,  the  profanation  of  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  and 
the  ceafing  of  the  daily  facrifices  in  it.  This  Daniel  ^  faid  was 
to  continue ybr  a  t'lme^  and  times,  and  an  half  cf  time,  that  is, 
three  years  and  an  half,  a  tiu;e  in  that  place  iignifying  a  year, 
and  times  two  years,  and  an  h?ilf  of  a  time  an  half  year,  as  all 
agree  ;  and  fo  long,  ^  Jofephus  tells  us,  the  profanation  of  the 
temple  and  the  interrupting  of  the  daily  facrifices  in  it  lafted, 
that  is,  from  ^  the  coming  of  ApoUonius,  and  his  profanation 
of  the  faid  temple,  to  the  purifying  of  it,  and  the  new  dedica- 
tion of  that  aiid  the  new  altar  in  it  by  '^  Judas  Maccabaeus. 
This  propliccy,  therefore,  was  primarily  and  typically  fulfilled 
in  that  profanation  and  new  dedication  of  the  temple  and  altar 

at 

•  Daniel  xii.  7. 

b  In  Prsfatione  ad  Hidorlam  de  Edio  Judaico,  t-i  in  ipfa  Hiaorip, 
lib.  I.e.  I.  &  lib.  6.  c.  11. 

P  1  Maccab.  i.  19—40.    %  Maccab.  v.  7  4-~i6. 
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at  Jerufalem  :  but  its  chief  and  ultimate  completion  was  to  be 
in  that  profanation  of  the  church  of  Chrift  which  it  was  to 
fuffer  under  the  reign  of  Antichrift  for  the  fpace  of  thofe  1260 
days  *  mentioned  in  the  Revelations.  For  thofe  days  there  fig- 
nify  fo  many  years,  and  three  years  and  an  half,  reckoning 
them  by  months  of  30  days  length,  make  juft  1 260  days. 
Thefe  days,  therefore,  literally  underftood,  make  the  three 
years  and  an  half  during  which  the  profanation  and  perfecu- 
tion  of  Antiochus  remained  in  the  church  of  the  Jews  ;  and 
the  fame,  myflically  underftood,  make  the  1260  years  during 
which  the  profanation  and  perfecution  of  Antichrift  was  to  re- 
main in  the  church  of  Chrift,  at  the  end  whereof  the  church 
of  Chrift  is  to  be  cleanfed  and  purified  of  all  the  profanations 
and  pollutions  of  Antichrift,  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  the  end 
of  three  years  and  an  half  the  temple  at  Jerufalem  was  cleanfed 
and  purified  from  all  the  profanations  and  pollutions  of  An- 
tiochus. One  objection  againft  this  is,  that  Daniel,  chap.  xii. 
II.  reckons  the  duration  of  this  profanation  by  the  number  of 
1290  days,  which  can  neither  be  applied  to  the  days  of  the  pro- 
fanation of  Antiochus  nor  to  thofe  of  Antichrift,  for  it  exceeds 
both  by  the  number  of  30.  Many  things  may  be  faid  for  the 
probable  folving  of  this  difficulty,  but  I  ftiall  offer  at  none  of 
them.  Thofe  that  ftiall  live  to  fee  the  extirpation  of  Antichrift, 
which  will  be  at  the  end  of  thofe  years,  will  beft  be  able  to 
unfold  this  matter,  it  being  of  the  nature  of  fuch  prophecies  not 
thoroughly  to  be  underftood  till  they  are  thoroughly  fulfilled. 
But  in  the  death  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  all  the  prophecies 
of  Daniel  that  were  concerning  him,  or  any  other  of  the  Ma- 
cedonian kings  that  reigned  either  in  Egypt  or  Afia,  having, 
as  far  as  they  related  only  to  them,  a  full  ending,  I  ftiall  here 
alfo  end  this  book. 

*  Revelations  xi.  5.  xii.  6. 
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ANtiochus  Epiphanes  being  dead,  was  fucceeded  in  the 
kingdom  *  by  Antiochus  his  fon,  a  minor 
of  nine  years  old.    Before  his  death,  he  called  to     -^""^  I^^' 
him  Philip,  a  favourite  of  his,  and  one  of  thofe     cabseus 
who  had  been  brought  up  with  him,  and  confti- 
tuting  him  regent  of  the  Syrian  empire,  during  the  minority 
of  his  fon,  delivered  to  him  his  crown,  his  fignet,  and  all  other 
his  enfigns  of  royalty,  giving  him  in  efpecial  charge  carefully 
to  bring  up  his  fon  in  fuch  manner  as  ftiould  bell  qualify  him 
to  reign.  But  when  Philip  came  to  Antioch,  he  found  this  of- 
fice there  ufurped  by  another.     For  ^  Lyfias,  as  foon  as  he 

P  4  heard 

*  Appianusin  Syriacls.  Eufebiusin  Chron.  i  Maccab.  vi.  17.  a  Mac- 
cab,  ix.  49.  and  X.  10.  II.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.  14. 
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lieard  of  the  death  of  Epiphanes,  took  Anticchus  his  fon,  who 
was  tl.en  under  his  care,  and  placed  him  on  the  throne,  giving 
him  the  name  of  Antiochus  Eupator,  and  alTumed  to  himfelt 
the  tuition  of  his  perfon,  and  the  government  of  his  kingdom, 
without  any  regard  had  to  the  appointment  of  the  dead  king. 
And  Philip,  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  contend  with  him 
about  it,  a  fled  into  Egypt,  hoping  there  to  have  fuch  afliftance 
as  Ihould  enable  him  to  make  good  his  claim  to  that  which 
Lyfias  had  ufurped  from  him. 

At  this  time  ^  Ptolemy  Macron,  governor  of  Ccsle- Syria 
and  Phoenicia,  from  being  a  great  enemy  to  the  Jews,  beco- 
ming their  friend,  remitted  of  the  rigour  of  his  perfecutions 
againfl  them,  and,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  endeavoured  to  have 
peace  made  with  them  ;  which  handle  being  laid  hold  of  by 
ibme  of  the  courtiers  to  accufe  him  before  the  king,  they  fat 
very  hard  upon  him,  calling  him  traitor  at  every  word,  be- 
caufe,  having  been  trufted  by  Ptolemy  Philometor  with  the 
government  of  Cyprus,  he  had  gone  over  to  Antiochus  Epi- 
phanes, and  treacheroufly  delivered  up  that  ifland  unto  him  : 
for  it  feems,  how  beneficial  foever  the  treafon  was,  the  traitor 
was  ftill  odious  unto  them  for  it.  Whereon  he  was  deprived 
of  his  government,  and  Lyfias  was  placed  in  it  in  his  ftead  5 
and,  no  other  ftation  being  afligned  him  where  he  might  be 
fupported  with  honour  or  fufficiency  of  maintenance  fuitable 
to  his  degree,  he  could  not  bear  this  fall,  and  therefore  poi- 
&ned  himfelf  and  died.  And  this  was  an  end  which  his  trea- 
chery to  his  former  mafter,  and  the  great  hand  he  had  in  the 
cruel  and  unjuft  perfecution  of  the  Jews  fufficiently  deferved. 

In  the  interim,  Judas  Maecabaeus  was  not  idle  :  for  hearing 
^  how  the  neighbouring  nations  of  the  Heathens  had  confede- 
rated to  deftroy  the  whole  race  of  Ifrael,  and  had  already  be- 
gun it  by  cutting  off  as  many  of  them  as  were  within  their 
power  (as  hath  been  above  mentioned),  he  marched  out  with 
his  forces  to  be  revenged  on  them :  and  whereas  '^the  Edomites 
had  been  the  forwardeft  in  this  confpiracy,  and,  having  joined 
with  Gorgias,  who  was  governor  for  the  king  of  Syria  in  the 
parts  thereabout,  had  done  them  much  mifchief,  he  began  firll 
with  them,  and,  ^having  fallen  into  that  part  of  their  country 
which  was  called  Acrabattene,  he  tliere  flew  of  them  no  fewer 
than  2o,cco  men.  From  thence  he  led  them  ^againll  the  chil- 
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dren  of  Bean,  another  tribe  of  the  Edon-ites  that  had  been 
very  troublefome  to  them;  and,  having  beaten  them  out  of  the 
field,  (hut  them  up  in  two  of  their  ftrongeft  fortrefTes ;  and, 
after  having  belieged  them  there  for  feme  time,  at  length  took, 
them  both,  and  put  all  he  found  in  them  to  the  fword,  who 
were  above  20,000  more.  Some  few  were  faved  from  this 
carnage  by  bribing  fome  of  the  foldiers  to  let  them  efcape ; 
but  Judas,  ^  having  gotten  knowledge  of  it,  convided  them  of 
the  treachery  before  the  reft  of  the  people  of  the  Jews  that 
were  with  him,  and  caufed  them  to  be  put  to  death  for  it. 

After  this  ^  Judas  paffed  over  Jordan  into  the  land  of  the 
Ammonites,  where  he  bad  many  conflidts  with  the  enemies  of 
the  Jews  ;  and,  having  flain  great  numbers  of  them,  took 
Jazar,  with  the  villages  belonging  thereto,  and  then  returned 
again  into  Judea. 

Timotheus,  who  was  governor  for  the  king  of  Syria  in 
thofe  parts,  the  fame  whom  Judas  had  overcome  two  years 
before,  being  much  exafperated  by  this  inroad  made  upon  his 
province,  <^  gathered  together  all  the  forces  he  was  able,  even 
a  very  great  army  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  with  them  in- 
vaded Judea,  purpofing  no  lefs  than  utterly  to  deftroy  the 
whole  nation  of  the  Jews.  Whereon  Judas  went  forth  with  his 
army  to  meet  him,  and  having  all,  with  humble  fupplication 
and  earneft  prayer,  recommended  their  caufe  to  God,  in  confi- 
dence of  his  merciful  alTiftance,  engaged  thefe  numerous  forces 
with  fuch  courage  and  vigour,  that  they  overthrew  them  with 
a  great  (laughter,  there  being  then  flain  of  them  20,500  foot,* 
and  600  horfemen.  Whereon  Timothcu?  fled  toGazara,  ^  c'^y 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  near  the  (ield  of  battle,  where  Chereas 
his  brother  was  governor.  Judas,  purfuing  them  thither,  be- 
fet  the  place  ;  and,  having  taken  it  on  the  5th  day,  there  flew 
Timotheus,  Chereas  his  brother,  and  Apollophancs,  another 
prime  leader  of  the  army. 

The  Heathen  nations  '^  that  lived  about  the  land  of  Gilcad 
hearing  of  this  overthrow,  and  the  death  of  fo  many  of  their 
friends  that  were  flain  in  it,  for  the  revenge  hereof,  gathered 
together  with  purpofe  to  cut  off  and  defl:roy  all  t'.e  Jews  in 
thofe  parts  :  and,  falling  firfl  on  thofe  that  dwelt  in  the  land. 
of  Tob,  which  lay  to  the  Kafl:  of  Gilead,  ilew  icoo  Ajen  of 
them,  took  their  goods  for  a  fpoll,  and  carried  their  wives  and 
children  into  captivity.  Whereon  moft  of  the  other  Jews  that 
dwelt  in  thofe  parts,  for  the  avoiding  of  the  like  rum,  fled  to 

"  2  Maccabees  X.  21.  21. 
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a  Itrong  fortrefs  in  Gilead  called  Dathema,  and  there  refolved 
to  defend  themfelves  :  which  the  Heathens  hearing  of,  forth- 
with drew  thither  in  a  great  body,  under  the  command  of  an- 
other Timotheus,  the  fucceflbr  and  moft  likely  the  fon  of  the 
former  Timotheus  that  was  ilain  at  Gazara,  to  befiege  them. 
At  the  fame  time  ^  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  Ptolemais, 
and  the  other  Heathens  thereabout,  were  drawing  together  to 
cut  off  and  deftroy  all  the  Jews  of  Galilee,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  had  been  attempted  in  Gilead.  Judas  being  hereon  fent  to 
for  help  both  from  Gilead  and  Galilee  on  this  exigency,  ^  by 
the  advice  of  the  fanhedrim,  or  general  council  of  the  Jews, 
whom  he  confulted  on  this  occafion,  divided  his  army  into 
three  parts.  With  the  firfl  part,  confifting  of  8000  men,  <^  he 
and  Jonathan  his  brother  marched  for  the  relief  of  the  Gilead- 
ites  ;  with  the  *=  fecond,  confiding  of  3000,  Simon,  another  of 
his  brothers,  was  fent  into  Galilee  ;  and  ^  the  refl  were  left  at 
Jerufalem,  under  the  command  of  Jofeph  and  Azarias,  two 
prime  leaders,  for  the  defence  of  that  place  and  the  country 
adjacent,  to  whom  Judas  gave  ftrift  charge  not  to  engage  with 
any  of  the  enemy,  but  to  ftand  wholly  on  the  defenlive,  till 
he  and  Simon  fhould  be  again  returned. 

Judas  and  Jonathan  ^  paffing  over  Jordan,  in  their  way  from 
thence  to  Gilead,  marched  through  fome  part  of  the  country 
of  the  Nabathaeans  ;  with  whom  having  peace,  they  learnt 
from  them  the  great  diflrefs  which  their  friends  were  then  in; 
for  not  only  thofe  in  Dathema  were  hardly  preffed  by  a  ftrift 
fiege,  but  all  the  reft  of  the  Jewifh  nation  that  were  in  Bofibra, 
Bofor,  Cafphon,  Maked,  and  the  other  cities  of  Gilead,  were 
there  clofely  fliut  up  and  imprifoned,  with  intention,  on  the 
taking  of  the  fortrefs  of  Dathema,  to  have  them  all  put  to 
death  in  one  day.  Whereon  Judas  and  Jonathan,  immediately 
falling  on  Boflbra,  furprifed  the  city,  and,  having  flain  all  the 
males,  taken  their  fpoils,  and  freed  their  brethren  who  were 
there  imprifoned  for  flaughter,  fet  the  city  on  fire  ;  and  then, 
marching  all  night  from  thence  towards  Dathema,  came  thi* 
ther  the  next  morning,  juft  as  Timotheus  and  all  his  forces 
were  fiorming  the  place  ;  w^hereon,  falling  on  them  behind, 
they  put  them  all  to  the  rout  j  for,  being  furprifed  with  this 
fudden  and  unexpected  aflault,  and  terrified  with  the  name  of 
Judas,  they  were  feized  with  a^ panic  fright,  and  therefore 
immediately  flung  down  their  arms  and  fled  j  and  Judas  flew 
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of  them  in  the  purfuit  about  8000  men.  After  this,  Judas 
took  Mafpha,  Cafphon,  Maked,  Bofor,  and  all  the  other  cities 
of  Gilead  where  the  Jews  were  opprefTed  ;  and,  having  there- 
by delivered  them  from  the  deflruftion  defigned  for  them,  he 
treated  all  thofe  places  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  Boflbra, 
that  is,  flew  all  the  males,  took  their  fpoils,  and  fet  the  cities 
on  fire,  and  then  returned  to  Jerufalem. 

And  Simon's  fuccefs  in  Galilee  was  not  much  inferior :  * 
for,  on  his  coming  into  that  country,  he  had  there  many  con- 
flicts and  encounters  with  the  enemy,  in  all  which  carrying 
the  vidory,  he  at  length  drove  all  thofe  opprefTors  out  of  the 
country,  and,  having  purfued  them  to  the  very  gates  of  Pto- 
lemais,  flew  of  them  in  that  purfuit  about  3000  men,  and  took 
their  fpoils.  But,  finding  that  the  Jews  of  ihofe  parts  could 
not  well  be  any  longer  there  protected,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
number  of  their  enemies  in  the  regions  round  about  them,  and 
the  difficulty  of  fuccouring  them  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
Jerufalem,  he  gathered  them  all  together,  men,  women,  and 
children,  with  their  fluff  and  all  other  their  fubftance,  to  carry 
them  with  him  into  the  land  of  Judah,  where,  being  nearer 
to  the  protedion  of  their  brethren,  they  might  live  under  it  in 
better  fecurity.  And  he  having  accordingly,  on  his  return, 
brought  them  thither  with  him,  they  were  difpofed  for  the 
repeopling  thofe  places  which  had  been  defolated  by  the  enemy 
during  the  perfecution  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes. 

Thus  the  two  parties,  that  were  fent  forth  on  the  two  ex- 
peditions mentioned,  had  both  full  fuccefs  in  them,  and  re- 
turned with  honour  and  triumph.  But  it  did  not  fo  happen  to 
the  third  party  that  was  left  at  home.  For  ^  Jofeph  and  Aza- 
rias,  who  were  entrufled  with  the  command  of  them,  hearing 
of  the  noble  exploits  which  Judas  and  Jonathan  did  in  Gilead, 
and  Simon  in  Galilee,  thought  to  get  them  alfo  a  name  by  do- 
ing the  like  ;  and  therefore,  contrary  to  the  orders  that  had 
been  flridly  given  them  by  Judas  on  his  departure,  not  to  fight 
with  any  till  he  and  Simon  fhouid  be  again  returned,  led  forth 
their  forces  in  an  ill  projected  expedition  againfl  Jamnia,  a  fea- 
port  on  the  Mediterranean,  thinkm^:  to  take  the  place.  But 
(xorglas,  who  commanded  in  thofe  parts  for  the  king  of  Syria, 
falling  upon  them,  put  their  whole  army  to  flight,  and  flew  of 
them  in  the  purfuit  about  20C0  men.  Thus  this  rafh  attempt, 
made  contrary  to  orders  given,  ended  in  theconfufion  of  thofe 
that  undertook  it.     But  ^  Judas  and  his  brothers,  for  their 
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noble  deeds  and  nnany  valiant  exploits,  grew  greatly  renowned 
in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael,  and  alfo  among  the  Heathens  where- 
cver  their  names  were  heard  of. 

Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Seleucus  Philopater,  who  had,  from 
the  year  in  which  his  father  died,  been  an  hoftage  at  Rome, 
and  was  now  grown  up  to  the  23d  year  0^  his  age,  hearing  of 
the  death  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  the  fucceiRon  of  Eu- 
pator  his  fon  in  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  which  of  right  belonged 
to  him,  as  fon  of  the  elder  brother  of  Epiphanes,  *  moved  the 
fenate  for  the  refloring  of  him  to  his  father's  kingdom  ;  and, 
for  the  inducing  them  hereto,  alledged,  that,  having  been  bred 
up  in  that  city  from  his  childhood,  he  (hould  always  look  on 
Rome  as  his  country,  the  fenators  as  his  fathers,  and  their 
fons  as  his  brothers.  But  the  fenate,  having  more  regard  to 
their  own  intereft  than  to  the  right  of  Demetrius,  judged  it 
would  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  Romans  to  have  a 
boy  reign  in  Syria  than  a  thorough  grown  man,  and  one  of 
mature  underftanding,  as  Demetrius  was  then  known  to  be  ; 
and  therefore  decreed  for  the  confirming  of  Eupator  in  the 
kingdom,  and  fent  Cn.  Odavius,  Sp.  Lucretius,  and  L.  Aure- 
lius,  ambafladors  into  Syria,  there  to  fettle  his  affairs,  and  re- 
gulate them  according  to  the  articles  of  the  peace  which  they 
had  made  with  Antiochus  the  Great,  his  grandfather. 

Lyfias,  having  received  an  account  of  the  exploits  of  the 

Jews  in  Gilead  and  Galilee,  was  thereby  much  ex- 
Anno  16:^.  afperated  againll  them ;  ^  and  therefore,  for  the 
cabsus  4^"    revenging  hereof,  having  gotten  together  an  army 

of  8o,coo  men,  with  r.ll  the  horfe  of  the  king- 
dom, and  80  elephants,  marched  with  all  this  power  to  in- 
vade J  udea,  purpofing  to  make  Jerufalem  an  habitation  for 
the  Gentiles,  and  to  make  a  gain  of  the  temple  as  of  the 
other  temples  of  the  Heathens,  and  to  fet  the  high-prieflihood 
to  fale  ;  and,  being  entered  the  country,  he  begun  the  war 
with  the  fiege  of  Bethfura,  a  ftrong  fortrefs  lying  between  Je- 
rufalem and  Idumea,  which  hath  been  before  fpoken  of.  But 
there  Judas  falling  upon  him,  fiew  of  his  army  11,000  foot, 
and  1600  horfemen,  and  put  all  the  reft  to  flight.  Whereon 
Lyfias,  growing  weary  of  fo  unprofperous  a  war,  came  to  terms 
of  pe?xe  with  Judas  and  his  people,  and  Antiochus  ratified  the 
fame,  in  which  matter  the  Jews  found  Q^  Memmius  and  T- 
Manlius,  who  were  then  ambafTidors  from  the  Romans  in  Sy- 
ria, to  be  very  fiiendly  and  helpful  unto  them.  By  the  terms 
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of  this  peace,  the  decree  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  for  the  ob- 
liging of  the  Jews  to  conform  to  the  religion  of  the  Greeks 
was  wholly  reicinded,  and  liberty  was  granted  them  everywhere 
to  live  according  to  their  own  laws.  This  treaty  was  managed 
on  the  part  of  Judas  by  two  Jews,  named  John  and  Abialom, 
whom  he  fent  to  Lyfias  with  his  demands.  The  letter  which 
Lyfias  wrote  back  in  anfwer  hereto  *  bore  date  in  the  month 
Diofcorinthius  (or,  as  in  the  vulgar  Latin,  Diofcorus')^  in  the 
year  148.  Eut  there  is  no  fuch  name  of  a  month  to  be  found 
either  in  the  Syro- Macedonian  or  in  any  other  kalendar  of 
thofe  times.  ^  Scaliger  and  ^  Archbifhop  Ufher  conjecture, 
that  it  was  an  intercalary  month  caft  in  between  the  months 
Dyftrus  and  Xanthicus  in  the  Chaldean  kalendar,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  month  Veadar  was  caft  in  between  the  months 
Adar  and  Nifan  in  the  Jewiib  kalendar.  And  they  are  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  becaufe  the  month  Xanthicus, 
which  feems  to  have  followed  immediately  after  the  faid  month 
called  Diofcorinthius^  or  Diofcorus  (for  all  the  other  letters 
and  inftrunients  that  after  followed  relating  to  this  peace  are 
dated  in  the  month  Xanthicus  in  the  fame  year  j,  anfwered  to 
the  JewiQi  month  Nifan,  and,  beginning  about  the  fame  time 
with  it,  was  the  firft  month  of  the  fpring  among  the  Syrians, 
as  Nifan  was  among  the  Jews.  But  neither  the  Syrians,  Ma- 
cedonians, nor  Chaldeans,  having  any  fuch  intercalary  month 
in  their  year,  it  feems  more  likely,  that  Diofcorinthius,  or 
DiofcoruSy  was  a  corrupt  writing  for  Dyftrus  (the  month  im- 
mediately preceding  Xanthicus  in  the  Syro-Macedonian  ka- 
lendar j,  made  by  the  error  of  the  fcribes.  if  any  one  will  fay, 
that  the  month  Dius  among  the  Corinthians  did  anfwer  to  the 
month  Dyftrus  of  the  Syro-Macedonians,  becaufe  ^  Dius 
among  the  Bithynians  did  10 ;  and  tliat,  for  this  reafon,  it  is 
in  the  place  above  cited  called  A^os  Ko^/v6«j?,  I  have  nothing  to 
fay  againft  it,  becaufe  it  is  not  any  where  faid,  that  I  know 
of,  what  form  the  Corinthians  framed  their  year  by.  And  it 
23  further  to  be  taken  notice  of,  that,  whereas  the  dates  of  all 
the  ipftruments  concerning  this  peace,  as  regiftered  ^  in  the 
places  cited,  are  in  the  148th  year  of  the  Seleucidaj,  this  is  to 
be  underftood  according  to  the  ftyle  of  Chaldea,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  the  ftyle  of  Syria.  For  the  ftyle  of  Chaldea  began 
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one  year  after  the  ftyle  of  Syria,  ^  as  hath  been  before  obferved ; 
and  tiierefore,  what  is  here  faid  to  have  been  done  in  the  148th 
year  of  tne  Chaldean  reckoning  was  in  tiie  149th  year  of  the 
Syrian.  And  whereas,  in  the  chronological  table  at  the  end  of 
this  book,  V  e  150th  year,  and  not  the  149th  year,  of  the  aera 
of  the  Seleucidae,  is  put  over  againft  the  163d  year  before  Chrift, 
under  which  1  place  this  treaty,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  that 
thefe  two  years  run  parallel  with  each  other  from  beginning  to 
end,  fo  as  exactly  to  anfwer  each  other  in  every  part,  but  only, 
that  the  faid  150th  year  had  its  beginning  in  the  faid  163d  year 
before  Chrift,  thougi  not  at  the  fame  time  with  it;  for  the  Ju- 
lian year,  by  which  I  reckon  the  years  before  Chrift,  begins 
from  the  firft  of  January  ;  but  the  years  of  the  aera  of  the  Se- 
leucidae,  according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  firft  book  of  Macca- 
bees, did  not  begin  till  about  the  time  of  the  vernal  equinox, 
three  months  after,  and,  according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  fe- 
cond  book  of  Maccabees,  not  till  about  the  time  of  the  autumnal 
equinox,  nine  momhs  after.  And  therefore  the  faid  three  months 
of  tne  163d  year  before  Chrift,  which  precede  the  beginning  of 
the  T50^h  year,  according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  firft  book  of 
Maccabees,  and  the  faid  nine  months  of  the  fame  163d  year  before 
Chrift,  which  precede  t  le  beginning  ofthe  fame  150th year,  ac- 
cording to  the  reckoning  of  the  fecond  book  of  Maccabees,  are 
not  to  be  accounted  to  the  faid  150th  year,  but  to  the  year  pre- 
ceding, that  is,  to  the  149th  year  according  to  the  ftyle  of  Syria, 
"whjch  was  the  148th  year  according  to  the  ftyle  of  Chaldea.  And 
what  is  faid  in  this  placeof  this  163d  before  Chrift,  and  of  the  faid 
3  50th  year  of  the  aera  of  theSeleucidae,  is  to  be  underftood  of  all 
the  reft  of  the  years  of  the  two  aeras  as  placed  againft  each  other 
in  the  faid  tables,  for  they  no  otherwife  anfwer  each  other  thaa 
is  here  exprefled. 

But  this  peace  granted  the  Jews  was  not  long  lived.  *'Thofe 
who  governed  in  the  neighbouring  places  round  aboutthem,  not 
being  pleafed  with  it,  broke  it  as  foon  as  Lyfias  was  gone  again  to 
Antioch,  and  took  all  opportunities  to  renew  their  former  vexa- 
tions againft  them,  among  whoinTimotheus,Nicanor, and  Apol- 
.lonius,the  fon  of  Gennaeus,  w^ere  the  moft forward  and  active  in 
troubling  them.  But  '^  that  war  firft  begun  by  the  men  of  Joppa; 
for  they  having  there  drowned  in  the  fea  200  of  the  Jews  that 
dwelt  among  them  in  that  city,  Judas,  for  the  revenging  of  this 
cruelty,  fell  upon  them  by  night,  and  burnt  their  ftiipping, flay- 
ing all  thofe  whom  he  found  therein  ;  and  then  ^  turning  upon 
the  Jamnites,  who  intended  to  do  the  like,  he  fet  fire  to  their 
haven,  and  burnt  all  their  navy,  that  was  there  laid  up  in  it. 
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After  this,  he  was^called  again  to  helptheJewsofGIleadagainil 
Timotheus.  In  his  march  thither,  he  was  ^encountered  by  feme 
of  the  Nomad,  or  wandering  Arabs ;  but,  he  having  vanquifhed 
them,  they  were  forced  to  fue  for  peace  ;  which  Judas  having 
granted  to  them,  marched  on  againft  Timotheus :  but,  <=  meeting 
"With  obftrudions  inhis  march  from  the  men  of  Cafpis,acity  that 
lay  in  his  way,  hefellupon  them,  and,having  taken  their  city,{lew 
the  inhabitants, took  their  fpoils,and  deftroyed  the  place.  After 
this  '^he  came  to  Caraca  in  the  landof  Tob;  but  finding  that  Ti- 
motheus was  gone  from  thence,  leaving  llrong  garrifons  in  the 
fenced  places  of  that  country,  he  fent  Dolitheus  and  Sofipator, 
two  of  his  captains,  with  a  detachment  againft  thofe  garrifons, 
and  he  himfelf  marched  with  the  main  army  to  find  out  Timo- 
theus. Dofitheus  andSofipator  foon  made  themfelvesmaftersof 
thofe  fenced  places  which  they  were  fent  againft,  and  flew  thofe 
that  were  garrifoned  in  them  to  the  number  of  10,000  men.  In 
*themeanwhileTimotheus,havingdrawnallhis  forces  together, 
to  the  number  of  120,000  foot,  and  2500  horfe,  fent  the  women 
and  children  that  followed  thearmy,  with  the  baggage,  into  Car- 
nion,  a  ftrong  city  in  Gilead,  and  then  pitched  his  camp  not  far 
from it,ataplacecalledRaphon,lyingontheriverJabboc.  There 
Judas  having  found  him,  with  his  numerous  army,  pafted  over 
the  river,  and  fell  upon  him  ;  and,  having  gained  the  victory, 
flewof  his  army  30,000  men ;  and'^Timotheus  himfelf,  as  he  fled, 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Dofitheus  and  Sofipator,  then  return- 
ing from  their  conquefts  in  the  land  of  Tob  to  the  reft  of  the  army, 
was  taken  prifonerby  them.  But  having  promifed,  for  the  faving 
of  his  life,  the  releafe  of  many  Jews  then  captives  in  the  places 
under  his  command,  who  were  feveral  of  them  parents  or  bro- 
thers to  fome  then  prefent  in  the  Jewifli  army,  upon  tljis  condi- 
tion they  gave  him  both  his  life  and  his  liberty,  and  permitted 
him  to  go  freely  off.    A  great  part  of  the  reft  of  the  vanquiflied 
army  fled  to^Carnion,whereJudaspurfuing  them,  took  the  place; 
and  whereas  many  of  them  thereon  fled  to  the  temple  of  ^'  Atar- 
gatis,  which  was  in  that  city,  thinking  there  to  find  fafety,'  he  fet 

fire 

*  2  Maccab.  xii.  10.  ^  a  Maccab.  xii.  11.  la. 

*  2  Maccab.  xii.  13 — 16.  ^  2  Maccab.  xii.  z; — 29. 

*  I  Maccab.  v.  37—43.    ^  Maccab.  xii.  20 — 23. 
^  a  Maccab.  xii.  24.  15. 

S  This  city,  in  the  fird  book  of  Maccabee«s,  is  called  Carnalm.  Strabo 
and  Ptolemy  make  mention  of  it  by  the  name  of  Carno,  a  city  in  Arabia. 

*>  This  deity  is  by  Strabo  (lib.  16.  p.  748  )  faid  to  be  a  Syrian  goddefs. 
Pliny  (lib.  5.  c.  13.)  inith,  that  ilie  was  the  fame  with  Dcrceto ;  and  he  tells 
us(c.  i3.)thatftie  was  worfliipped  at  Joppa in  Phoenicia,  Diodor.  Sic, 
lib.  2.faith,  that  Ihe  was  worfhipped  at  Alcalon, and  was  there  reprefented 
by  an  image  having  the  form  of  a  woman  in  the  upper  part,  and  that  of  a 
fifli  in  the  lower  part.  Hence  this  deity  is  conjeftured  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  Dagon  of  the  Philiftines.  See  Selden  de  Dis  Syris,  fynt.  2.  c.3. 
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fire  to  it,  and  burnt  it  with  all  tnat  were  therein,  and  then,  with 
fire  andf  ord  defolating  the  reft  of  the  city,  there  flew  in  the 
■whole  25,000  more  of  Timothens's  forces  that  had  taken  refuge 
in  It.  And  then  *  gathering  together  all  of  the  race  of  Ifrael  that 
tvere  in  the  land  ofGilead,  or  any  of  the  parts  adjoining,  he  car- 
ried the.^i  with  him,  in  his  return  to  Judea,  in  the  fame  manner 
and  for  ttie  fame  reafon  that  Simon  had  the  Ifraelites  of  Galilee 
the  year  before,  aud,  for  the  fame  end  as  he  did,  planted  them  in 
the  defol.'ited  places  of  tiie  landof  Juda'..  But,  being  in  his  way 
thitner  to  p.is  tnrough  Ephron,  which  lay  dire£lly  ;nthe  road, 
fo  as  not  to  affjcd  any  other  paflage  either  to  the  right  hand  or 
the  left,  througii  whicn  he.mightelfe  march  his  army,  he  ^  was 
neceiiitated  to  t.^ke  his  way  through  the  city  itlelf :  but  it  being 
a  g'  eat  and  ftrong  city,  and  well  garnfoned  by  Lyfias,  they  re- 
fufcd  hiai  paffage,  ti)ough  he  prayed  it  of  the.ii  in  a  peaceable 
manner :  wnereoa  he  alTauited  the  place,  and,  having  taken  it 
hy  ftorm,  put  all  the  maies  to  the  fword,  to  the  nun>ber  of 
23,000  perfons,  took  their  fpoils,  and  razed  the  city  to  the 
gro  1  .d,  and  tnen,  marching  over  the  bellies  of  the  flain,  ^  re- 
plTcc  Jordan  into  twc  plains  of  Bethfan,then  called  Scythopolis; 
and  from  thence  returning  to  Jerufalem,  ^  he  and  all  his  coiTjpa- 
ny  went  up  to  the  temple  in  great  joy  to  give  thanks  unto  God 
for  the  great  fuccefs  with  which  he  had  been  pleafed  to  profper 
this  expedition,  and  efpecially  for  that  they  were  all  of  them  re- 
turned in  lafety,  without  ioling  any  one  man  of  all  their  whole 
number,  notwithftianding  the  hazardous  march  and  the  many 
dangerous  enterprifes  they  had  been  engaged  in,  which  was  a 
verv  extraordinary  iiiftance  of  God's  merciful  protection  over 
them.  This  their  return  ^happened  about  the  time  of  Pentecoft- 

After  the  feftival  was  over,  Judas ^lej  forth  his  forces  again  to 
make  war  upon  Gorgias  af)d  the  Idumeans,  who  had  been  very 
vexatious  to  the  Jews,  In  the  battle  which  he  fought  with 
them  s  feveral  of  the  Jews  were  flain  ;  but  in  the  refult  Judas 
got  the  vidory,  and  Gorgias,  difficultly  efcaping,  fled  to  Ma- 
nfa.  The  '*  next  day  after  being  the  fabbath,  Judas  withdrew 
his  forces  to  Odollam,  a  city  near  the  field  of  battle,  there  to 
keep  the  day  in  all  the  duties  of  it.  The  '  next  day  following, 
goi  g  forth  to  bury  fuch  of  their  brethren  as  were  flain  in 
tlie  battle,  they  found  about  every  one  of  them  fome  of  the 
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things  that  had  been  dedicated  to  the  idols  of  the  Heathens  5 
which,  though  taken  by  them  among  the  fpoils  of  that  war, 
were  ^  forbidden  by  the  law  to  be  kept  by  theai ;  whereby  per- 
ceiving for  what  caufe  God  had  given  them  up  to  be  flain,  Ju- 
das and  all  his  company  gave  praife  unto  him,  and  humbly  of- 
fered up  their  prayers  for  the  pardon  of  the  fin.  And  then 
making  a  collection  through  the  whole  camp,  which  amounted 
to  2000  drachms,  fent  it  to  Jerufalem  to  provide  fin-ofFerings, 
there  to  be  offered  up  for  the  expiating  of  this  offence,  that 
wrath  for  it  might  not  fall  upon  the  whole  congregation  of 
Ifrael,  as  formerly  it  had  in  the  cafe  of  Achan. 

After  this  ^  Judas,  carrying  the  war  into  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Idumea,  fmote  Hebron  and  all  the  towns  thereof ;  and,  after 
having  difmantled  this  city,  then  the  metropolis  of  Idumea,  he 
paiTed  from  thence  into  the  land  of  thePhiliftines ;  and,  having 
taken  Azotus,  formerly  called  Afhdod,  he  pulled  down  their 
Heathen  altars,  burnt  their  carved  images,  and  took  the  fpoils 
of  the  place ;  and,  having  done  the  fame  to  the  reft  of  the  cities 
of  that  country  over  which  he  had  prevailed,  he  led  back  his 
men,  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies,  again  into  Judea» 

But  the  garrifon  of  the  Syrians  ftill  holding  thefortrefsof  Acra 
in  Jerufalem,  they  were  a  great  thorn  in  the  fides  of  the  Jews, 
often  fallying  out  upon  them  as  they  paffed  up  to  the  temple 
to  worfhip,  and  cutting  feveral  of  them  off  as  often  as  they  had 
the  advantage  fo  to  do.  Wherefore  Judas,  for  the  removal  of 
this  mifchief,  ^  called  all  the  people  together,  and  laid  fiege  to 
the  place,  purpofing  to  dellroy  it ;  and,  in  order  hereto,  having 
provided  all  manner  of  engines  of  war  fit  for  the  purpofe,  he 
prefTed  on  hard  all  the  methods  of  affault  whereby  he  might 
take  it.  Hereon '^fome  of  the  apoflatejews  who  had  lifted  them- 
felves  in  the  garrifon,  knowing  they  were  to  have  no  mercy 
fhould  the  place  be  taken,  found  means  to  get  forth,  and,  flying 
to  Antioch,  there  made  known  to  the  king  and  his  council  the 
diftrefs  which  this  garrifon  at  Jerufalem  was  in,  and  moved  fo 
effeftually  for  their  relief,  that  forthwith  ^  an  army  was  drawn 
together  of  an  100,000  foot,  and  20,000  horfe,  with  32  ele- 
phants, and  300  armed  chariots  of  war;  and  the  king  in  per- 
fon,  with  his  tutor  Lyfias,  having  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
them,  marched  with  them  into  Judea,  and,  pafling  on  to  tlie 
borders  of  Idumea,  there  begun  the  war  with  the  fiege  of  Beth- 
fura.     ^  Judas,  having  gotten  his  forces  together,  though  far 
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inferior  to  thofe  of  the  enemy,  there  fell  on  them  in  the  night, 
and,  having  flain  4000  of  them  before  they  had  light  enough 
to  fee  where  to  oppofe  him,  and  thereby  put  the  whole  camp 
into  confufion,  he  retreated,  on  break  of  day,  without  fuffering 
any  lofs  in  the  attempt.  But,  as  foon  as  morning  was  up,  ^  both 
fides  prepared  for  an  open  battle,  and  Judas  and  his  men,  with 
great  fiercenefs,  begun  the  onfet;  but,  after  having  flain  about 
600  of  the  kmg's  men,  finding  they  mull  be  overpowered  at 
length  by  fo  great  a  number,  ^  they  withdrew  from  the  fight, 
and  made  a  fafe  retreat  to  Jerufalem.  In  this  fight  <=  Eleazar, 
furnamed  x\veran,  one  of  Judas's  brothers,  was  loft  by  a  very 
rafli  and  defperate  attempt  which  he  made  upon  one  of  the 
king's  elephants.  P'or,  feeing  it  to  be  higher  than  all  the  reft, 
and  armed  with  royal  harnefs,  he  fuppofed  that  the  king  him- 
felf  was  upon  it ;  and  therefore  thinking,  that,  by  flaying  this 
elephant,  he  might  with  the  fall  of  it  caufe  the  death  of  the 
king  alfo,  and  thereby  deliver  his  people,  and  gain  to  himfelf 
a  perpetual  name,  he  ran  furioufly  to  the  beaft,  flaying  on 
each  hand  all  that  flood  in  his  way,  till,  being  gotten  under  its 
belly,  he  thruft  up  his  fpear  and  flew  him ;  whereon  the  beaft 
falling  dead  upon  him,  crushed  him  to  death  with  the  weight 
thereof.  After  this  Antiochus  **  returned  to  the  fiege  of  Beth- 
fura  ;  and,  although  the  befieged  defended  themfelves  with 
great  valour,  and  in  feveral  fallies  beat  back  the  enemy,  and 
burnt  their  engines  of  battery,  yet  at  length,  their  provifions 
J'ailing  them,  they  were  forced  to  yield,  and  furrendered  the 
place,  upon  articles  of  fafety  to  their  perfons  and  efFefts. 

From  thence  ^  Antiochus  marched  to  Jerufalem,  and  there 
befiec^ed  the  fanftuary  :  and,  when  they  within  were  almoft  re- 
duced to  the  fame  necefTity  of  furrendering  that  thofe  of  Beth- 
fura  had  been,  by  reafon  of  the  like  failure  of  provifions,  they 
were  relieved  by  an  unexpected  accident.  For  ^  Lyfias,  having 
received  an  account,  that  Philip,  whom  Antiochus  Epiphanes 
had  at  his  death  appointed  guardian  of  his  fon,  had,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  feized  Antioch,  and  there  taken  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Syrian  empire,  s  he  found  it  neceflary  to  make 
peace  with  the  Jews,  that  he  might  thereby  be  at  liberty  to 
return  into  Syria  for  expelling  of  this  intruder:  and  according- 
ly peace  being  granted  to  them  upon  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous 
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tageous  conditions  and  fworn  to  by  Antiochus,  he  was  admit- 
ted within  the  fortifications  of  the  faduary  ;  but,  ^  when  he 
faw  how  ftrong  they  were,  he  caufed  them,  contrary  to  the 
articles  he  had  fworn  to,  to  be  all  pulled  down  and  dcmolifh- 
ed,  and  then  returned  towards  Syria. 

^  Menelaus  the  high  prieft,  in  expedation  not  only  of  reco- 
vering his  ftation  at  Jerufalem,  but  alfoof  being  made  governor 
there,  accompanied  the  king  in  this  expedition,  and  was  very 
forward  and  bufy  in  offering  him  his  fervice  in  it  againft  his 
own  people.  But  Lyfias,  when  he  found  what  great  inconve- 
niences attended  this  war,  and  was,  by  the  ill  confequences  of 
it,  forced  to  make  the  peace  I  have  mentioned,  being  much  ex- 
afperated  againft  this  wretch,  as  the  true  and  original  author 
of  all  this  mifchief,  accufed  him  to  the  king  for  it ;  whereon 
he  was  condemned  to  death,  and,  being  carried  to  Berhoea,  ^  a 
city  of  Syria,  was  there  caft  headlong  into  a  tower  of  allies 
which  was  in  that  place,  and  there  miferably  perifhed.  This 
was  a  punifliment  then  ufed  for  facrilege,  treafon,  and  fuch 
other  great  crimes  which  this  wretch  was  very  fignally  guilty 
of:  in  what  manner  it  was  executed  hath  been  before  defcribedo 
On  his  death,  the  office  of  high  prieft  was  granted  to'^Alcimus, 
who  was  called  alfo  Jacimus,  a  man  altogether  as  wicked. 
Whereon  ^  Onias,  the  fon  of  that  Onias,  who,  by  the  procure- 
ment of  Menelaus,  was  flain  at  Antioch,  whofe  right  it  was  to 
have  fucceeded  in  this  oftice,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  injuf* 
tice  whereby  he  was  difappointed  of  it,  fled  from  Antioch, 
where  he  had  hitherto  refided  lince  his  father's  death,  and 
went  into  Egypt ;  where,  having  infinuated  himfelf  into  the 
favour  of  Ptolemy  Philometor,  and  Cleopatra  his  queen,  he 
lived  there  all  the  reft  of  his  life,  and  will  hereafter  more  than 
once  be  again  fpoken  of  in  the  future  feries  of  this  hiftory. 

This  expedition  into  Judea  is  faid,  in  the  ^  fecond  book  o£ 
Maccabees,  to  have  been  begun  in  the  149th  year,  /.  e.  of  the 
aera  of  the  Seleucidae,  and,  in  s  the  iirft  book  of  Maccabees,  its 
beginning  is  placed  in  the  150th  of  the  fame  aera.  But  what 
hath  been  before  obferved,  that  the  firft  book  of  Maccabees 
reckons  the  beginning  of  thefe  years  from  the  time  of  the  ver- 
nal equinox,  and  the  fecond  book  of  Maccabees  from  the  time 
of  the  autumnal  equinox,  eafily  reconciles  this  difterence :  for 
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the  fix  months  of  this  very  fame  year  which  were  between 
thefe  two  equinoxes  will  be  in  the  i5Cth  year,  according  to 
the  reckoning  of  tl)e  firft  book  of  Maccabees,  and  in  the  149th, 
according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  fecond.  And  therefore  all 
that  can  be  inferred  from  hence  is,  that  this  expedition  was 
firft  made  within  the  time  of  thefe  fix  months,  and  I  reckon  it 
was  fo  towards  the  latter  end  of  them. 

On  the  king's  return  to  Antioch,  ^  Philip  was  driven  thence 
and  fupprelTed.  I  have  before  mentioned  the  flight  of  t!us  Phi- 
lip i!.to  Egypt,  in  expectation  there  to  be  affifted  againft  Lylias. 
But  the  two  brothers  who  there  jointly  reigned  at  this  time 
beir.'g  then  fallen  out,  and  at  great  variance  with  each  other,  he 
found  nothing  could  be  there  done  for  him  ;  and  therefore  re- 
turning again  into  the  Eaft,  and  having  ^  there  gathered  toge- 
ther an  army  out  of  Media  and  Perfia,  took  the  advantage  of  the 
king's  abfence  on  this  expedition  into  Judea  to  feize  the  impe- 
rial city,  but,  being  on  the  king's  return  again  expelled  thence, 
he  failed  of  fuccefs  in  this  attenjpt,  and  perifhed  in  it. 

The  variance  between  the  two  Ptolemys  in  Egypt,  which  I 
have  laft  above  mentioned,  running  to  a  great  height,  the  fe- 
uatc  of  Rome  ^  wrote  to  their  ambalTadors  Cneius  Oftavius, 
Spurius  Lucretius,  and  Lucius  Aurelius,  whom  they  had  a  little 
before  fent  into  Syria,  to  pafs  from  thence  to  Alexandria  for  the 
compoling  of  it.  But,  before  they  could  go  thither,  Phyfcon, 
the  younger  brother,  prevailing  over  Philometor,  the  elder,  ^ 
had  driven  him  out  of  the  kingdom.  Whereon  ^  taking  fhip- 
ping  for  Italy,  he  landed  atBrunduiium,  and  from  thence  travel- 
led to  Ron-e  on  foot  in  a  fordid  habit,  and,  v/ith  a  mean  attend- 
ance, there  to  pray  the  help  of  the  fenate  for  his  reftoration. 
^  Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Seleucus  Philopater,  late  king  of  Syria, 
who  was  then  an  hoftage  at  Rome,  as  above  mentioned,  having 
gotten  notice  hereof,  provided  a  royal  equipage  and  royal  robes 
for  him,  that  he  mig^ht  appear  at  Rome  as  a  king,  and  rode 
forth  to  carry  all  this  to  him  :  but,  on  his  meeting  him  on  the 
road,  at  26  miles  diftance  from  Rome,  andprefenting  him  with 
it,  Ptolemy,  though  he  very  much  thanked  him  for  the  kind- 
nefs  and  refpects  hereby  olTered  unto  him,  yet  was  fo  far  from 
accepting  any  thing  of  it,  that  he  would  not  permit  him  fo 
much  as  to  accompany  him  the  remainder  of  the  journey,  but 
entered  Rome  on  foot,  with  no  other  than  the  fame  mean  at- 
tendance and  the  fame  fordid  habit  with  which  he  firll  put  him- 
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BOOK  IV.  THE   OLD   AND   NEW  TESTAMENT.  335 

felf  on  this  journey,  and  took  up  his  lodging  in  the  private 
houfe  of  an  Alexandrian  painter  then  living  at  Rome,  Thus 
he  chofe  to  do,  that,  by  his  coming  in  folovv  and  mean  a  man- 
ner, he  n>ight  the  better  exprefs  the  calamity  of  his  cafe,  and 
the  more  efFeclually  move  the  compaffion  of  the  Romans  to- 
wards him.  As  foon  as  the  fenate  heard  of  his  arrival,  thev  fent 
for  him  to  the  fenate-houfe,  and  there  excufed  themfelves  to  h  m, 
that  they  had  not  provided  him  with  lodgings,  nor  received  hina 
with  thofe  ceremonies  which  were  ufual  in  this  cafe,  telling  him, 
that  this  was  not  from  any  neglect  of  theirs,  but  merely  that  his 
coming  was  fo  fudden  and  private,  that  they  knew  not  of  it  till 
his  arrival.  And  then,  having  exhorted  him  to*lay  alide  his 
fordid  habit,  and  afk  a  day  to  be  publicly  heard  concerning  the 
matter  he  came  thither  about,  they,  by  fome  of  their  body,  con- 
ducted him  to  lodgings  fuiting  his  royal  dignity,  and  appointed 
one  of  their  treafurers  there  to  attend  him,  and  provide  him 
with  all  things  fitting  at  the  public  charge,  as  long  as  he  flioul^ 
ilay  in  Rome.  And  when  he  had  a  day  of  audience,  and  made 
known  his  cafe,  they  immediately  decreed  his  reftoration,  and 
fent  Quintus  and  Canuleius,  two  of  their  body,  ambafladors 
with  him  to  Alexandria,  there  to  fee  it  executed;  who,  on  their 
arrival  thither,  compounded  the  matter  between  the  two  bro- 
thers ^,  by  affigning  to  Phyfcon  the  country  of  Libya  and  Gy- 
rene, and  to  Philometor  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  thereto  reign  apart, 
without  interfering  with  each  other  in  the  government. 

Cn.  Odavius,  Sp.  Lucretius,  and  L.  Aurelius,  the  Roman 
ambafladors  above  mentioned,  being  come  into  Sy- 
ria, and  finding  that  the  king  had  more  fhips  in     -^""^  ^^^* 
is  navy,  and  more  elephants  m  his  army,  than     ^ab^us  ?. 
the  treaty  made  with  Antiochus  the  Great,  after 
the  battle  of  Mount  Sipylus,  allowed  him  to  have,  ^  they  caufed 
thofe  (hips  to  be  burnt,  and  thofe  elephants  to  be  (lain,  that  ex- 
ceeded the  number  allowed,  and  fettled  all  other  things  there 
according  as  they  thought  v/ould  beft  be  for  the  Roman  intereft. 
Which  many  not  being  able  to  bear,  and  great  heart-burning 
and  difcontents  being  thereby  caufed  among  the  people,  one  of 
them,  called  Leptines,  out  of  a  more  than  ordinary  indignation 
which  he  had  conceived  hereat,  fell  upon  0£laviiis,  while  he 
was  anointino;  himfelf  in  the  gymnafium  at  Laodicea,  and  there 
flew  him.     This  Oclavius  had  been  a  little  before  conful  of 
Rome,  and  was  the  '^  firft  that  brought  that  dignity  into  his  fa- 
mily. From  him  was  defcended  Odtavius  Caefar,  who,  under 

Q-3  ....       .  .*e 

^  Polyb.  leg-  ii.i.  8c  114.  p.  191.  293.  Eplt.  Livii,  lib.  46.  Zonor.lib.a. 
»>  Apian,  in  Syriacis.    Polyb.  legat.  1x4.  p.  944.  &  legat.  122.  p.  954' 
Ciceronis  Philippic.  9. 
'-  Cicero,  ibid. 
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the  name  of  Auguftus,  was  afterwards  made  emperor  of  Rome. 
Lyfias  was  thought  under-hand  to  have  excited  this  a6t.  How- 
ever, as  foon  as  it  was  done,  he  took  care  that  ambaffadors 
were  fent  to  Rome,  to  purge  the  king  with  the  fenate  from 
having  had  any  hand  in  it.  But  the  fenate,  after  having  heard 
thofe  ambaffadors,  fent  them  away  without  giving  them  any 
anfwer,  feeming  thereby  to  exprefs  their  refentments  for  the 
murder  of  their  ambaffador  by  an  angry  filence,  and  to  referve 
their  judgement  as  to  the  authors  of  it  to  a  future  inquiry. 

Demetrius,  thinking  this  murder  of  Oftavius  might  fo  far 
have  alienated  the  fenate  from  Eupator,  as  that  they  would  no 
longer  for  his  fake  retard  his  difmiffion,  ^  addrefled  himfelf  the 
fecond  time  to  them  for  it.  Apollonius,  a  young  nobleman  of 
Syria,  who  was  bred  up  with  him,  and  fon  to  that  Apollonius 
^'who  was  governor  of  Coele- Syria  and  Phoenicia  in  the  reign 
of  Seleucus  Philopater,  advifed  him  to  this  addrefs,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  his  other  friends,  whofe  opinion  it  was,  that 
he  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  for  bis  getting  away  but  to  make  his 
efcape  as  privately  as  he  could.  And  the  fecond  repulfe  which 
he  had  from  the  fenate  (for  they,  ftill  having  the  fame  reafon 
for  their  intereft  to  detain  him,  perfifted  Hill  in  the  fame  refo- 
lution  fo  to  do)  foon  convinced  him,  that  this  laft  was  the  only 
courfe  he  had  to  take  for  his  return  into  his  own  country,  and 
the  recovering  of  the  crown  which  was  there  due  unto  him. 
And  Polybius  the  hiftorian,  who  was  then  at  Rome,  and  with 
•whom  Demetrius  confulted  in  all  this  matter,  earneftly  preffed 
him  to  the  attempt.  Whereon  having,  by  the  help  of  Meni- 
thyllus  of  Alabanda,  hired  paffage  in  a  Carthaginian  ihip,  then 
lying  atOftia,  and  bound  for  Tyre,  he  fent  moft  of  his  retinue 
with  his  hunting  equipage  to  Anagnia,  making  Ihew  of  fol- 
lowing them  the  next  day  thither  to  divert  himfelf  in  that 
country  for  fome  time  in  hunting.  But,  as  foon  as  he  was  rifen 
from  fupper,  getting  privately  that  night  to  Ollia,  he  there 
went  on  board  the  Carthaginian  fhip,  and,  caufing  it  forthwith 
to  fet  fail,  made  his  efcape  therein.  For,  it  being  thought  that 
he  had  been  at  the  place  where  he  had  appointed  his  hunting, 
it  was  the  fourth  day  after  he  had  failed  from  Oftia  before  his 
efcape  was  known  at  Rome  ;  and,  when  on  the  fifth  day  the 
fenate  was  met  about  it,  they  computed,  that  by  that  time  he 
had  paffed  the  flraits  of  Meflina,  and  got  on  fi  om  thence  in  his 
voyage  too  far  to  be  overtaken,  and  therefore  took  no  further 
notice  of  it.  Only  fome  few  days  after,  they  appoii.ted  Tiberius 
Gracchus,  L.  Lentuius,  and  Scrvilius  Glaucias,  tlieir  an.bafla- 

dors, 

*  Polyb.  legat.  114.  p.  943.  Appi.'in.  in  Syriacij.    Jufliii.  lib.  a.  C'2S% 
V  4  Maccab.  ii.  2.  s^ 


BOOK  IV.  THE    OLD    AND    NEW   TESTAMENT.  237 

dors,  to  pafs  into  Syria,  to  obferve  what  efFed  the  return  of 
Demetrius  into  that  country  would  there  produce. 

The  occafion  which  brought  Menithyllus  of  Alabanda  to 
Rome  at  this  time,  was  ^  an  embaffy  on  which  he  was  thither 
fent  by  Ptolemy  Philometor  to  defend  his  caufe  before  the  fe- 
nate  againft  Phyfcon  his  brother:  for  Phyfcon,  not  being  con- 
tented with  the  ihare  allotted  him  in  the  partition  of  the  Egyp- 
tian empire  between  him  and  hisbrot^ter,  defired  that,  belides 
Libya  and  Cyrene,  he  might  have  Cyprus  alfo  affigned  to  him. 
And,  when  he  could  not  obtain  this  of  the  ambaffadors,  he  went 
himieif  to  Rome,  there  to  folicit  the  fenate  for  it.  When  he 
appeared  before  the  fenate  with  his  petition,  Menithyllus 
made  it  out,  that  Phyfcon  owed  not  only  Libya  and  Cyrene, 
but  his  life  alfo,  to  the  favour  and  kindnefs  of  his  brother.  For 
he  had  made  himfelf  fo  odious  to  the  people,  by  his  many  fla- 
gitious mal-adminiftrations  in  the  government,  that  they  would 
have  permitted  him  neither  to  reign  nor  live,  had  not  Philo- 
metor interpofed,  to  fave  him  from  their  rage.  And  Quintus 
and  Canuleius,  who  were  the  ambaffadors  that  made  the  agree- 
ment between  the  two  brothers,  being  then  prefent  in  the  fe- 
nate, did  there  atteft  all  this  to  be  true:  Yet,  notwithHanding, 
the  fenate,  having  more  regard  to  their  own  intereft  than  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe,  decreed  Cyprus  to  be  given  to  Phyfcon, 
becaufe  they  thought  Philometor  would  be  too  potent  with 
that  and  Egypt  together  :  and  therefore  they  appointed  Titus  . 
Torquatus  and  Cneius  Merula  to  go  with  him  as  their  am.baf- 
fadors  for  the  putting  him  in  poffeflion  of  it,  according  as  they 
had  decreed. 

While  Phyfcon  was  at  Rome  on  this  occafion,  ^  he  courted 
Cornelia,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  defirmg  to  have  her  for 
his  queen  :  but,  being  the  daughter  of  Scipio  Africanus,  and 
the  widow  of  Tiberius  Gracchus,  who  had  been  twice  conful, 
and  once  cenfor  of  Rome,  Ihe  defpifed  the  offer,  thinking  it  to 
be  a  greater  honour  to  be  one  of  the  prime  matrons  of  Rome, 
than  to  reign  with  Phyfcon  in  Libya  and  C3^rene. 

In  the  interim  ^  Demetrius,  landing  at  Tripolis  in  Syria, 
made  it  believed,  that  he  was  fent  by  the  Roman  fenate  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  he  would  be  fupported  by 
them  in  it.  Whereon  Eupator's  caufe  being  in  the  general  opi- 
nion given  for  loil,  all  deferted  from  him  to  Demetrius;  and 
Eupator,  and  Lyiias  his  tutor,  being  feized  by  their  own  fol- 
diers,  in  order  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  new  comer,  were  by 

0^4  his 

^  Polyb.  legat.  113.  p.  941.  &  Icgat.  117.  p.  950. 
b  Plutarch,  in  Tibeno  Grnccho. 

^  I  Maccab.  vii.  1—4.  2 Maccab. xiv.  r.  a.  Joleph.  Antiq.  lib.  12,  c.i/5= 
4-ppianu3  in  Syriacis.  Juftin.  lib.  34.  c.  3. 
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his  order  both  put  to  death.     And  fo  without  any  further  op* 
pofition  he  became  thoroughly  fettled  in  the  whole  kingdom. 

As  foon  as  Demetrius  was  fixed  on  the  throne,  ^  one  of  the 
firfl  things  he  did  was  to  deliver  tr:e  Babylonians  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  Timarchus  and  Heraclides.  Thefe  bemg  the  two 
great  favourites  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  he  made  the  firft  of 
them  governor,  and  the  other  treafurer  of  that  province.  Ti- 
marchus having  added  rebellion  to  his  other  crimes,  Deme- 
trius caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  and  the  other  he  drove  in- 
to bamlhment.  This  was  fo  acceptable  a  deliverance  to  the 
Babylonians,  whom  thefe  two  brothers  had  molt  gr'evoufly 
oppvell'ed,  that  they  from  hence  called  him  Soter,  i.  e.  the  Sa^ 
*viour  ;  which  name  he  ever  afterward  bore. 

Alcimus,  who,  on  the  death  of  Menelaus,  was  by  Antiochus 
Eupator  appointed  high  prieil  of  the  Jews,  ^  not  being  received 
by  them,  becaufe  he  had  polluted  hinifeif,  by  conforming  to 
the  ways  of  the  Greeks  in  the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  ^ 
got  together  all  the  other  apoftate  Jews,  then  living  at  Anrioch, 
who  had  for  their  apoftafy  been  expelled  Judea,  and  went  on 
the  head  of  them  to  the  new  king,  to  pray  his  relief  againfl  Ju- 
das and  his  brethren,  accufing  them  of  flaying  many  of  the 
king's  friends,  and  driving  others  out  of  the  country,  as  par- 
ticularly they  had  them  his  petitioners,  for  no  other  r^afon,  but 
that  they  had  obeyed  the  royal  edids  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes 
his  uncle,  who  had  reigned  before  him.  And  hereby  he  fo  ex- 
afperated  Demetrius  againft  Judas  and  the  people  with  him,  ^ 
that  he  forthwith  ordered  Bacchides,  governor  of  Mefopotamia, 
with  an  army  into  Judea,  and  having  confirmed  Alcimus  in  the 
ofEce  of  high  prieit,  joined  in  the  fame  commiffion  with  Bac- 
chides for  the  carrying  on  of  this  war.  On  their  firft  coming 
to  Judea,  they  thought  to  have  circumvented  Judas  and  his 
brethren,  and,  by  fair  words,  under  the  fliew  of  making  peace 
with  them,  to  have  drawn  them  into  their  power,  and  fo  have 
taken  them.  But  they  being  aware  of  the  fraud,  kept  out  of 
their  reach ;  Vviiich  others  not  being  fo  cautious  of,  fell  into  their 
fnare,  and  being  taken  in  it,  were  all  deftroyed  by  them  ;  among 
whom  were  60  of  the  Afidaeans,  and  feveral  of  the  fcribes  or 
doftors  of  their  law.  For  being  fond  of  having  an  high  prieft 
again  fettled  among  them,  and  thinking  they  could  fuller  no 
wrong  from  one  tirat  was  of  the  fons  of  Aaron,  they  took  his 
oath  of  peace,  and  trufted  thcmfelves  with  him.  But  he  had  no 
fooner  gotten  them  v/ithin  his  power,  but  he  put  them  all  to 

death  ;, 

^  Appiinus  in  Syri^cis. 

'^  a  Maccabees  xiv.  3. 
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death;  with  which  the  reft  being  terrified,  durft  no  more  con- 
fide in  liina.  After  this  Bacchides  returned  to  the  king,  leaving 
with  Alcimus  part  of  his  forces,  to  fecure  hini  in  the  pofleflionL 
of  the  country ;  with  which  ^  prevailing  for  a  while,  and  draw- 
ing manydefertersto  him,  he  much  difturbed  the  ftate  of  Ifrael. 
For  the  remedy  whereof,  Judas,  after  Bacchides  was  fully  gone, 
^  corning  out  with  his  forces  again  into  the  field,  went  round 
the  country,  and  took  vengeance  of  thofethat  had  revolted  from 
him,  fo  that  Alcimus  and  his  party  were  no  more  able  to  ftand 
againft  him.  Whereon  that  wicked  difturber  of  his  people, 
went  again  to  the  king,  ^  and  having  prefented  him  with  a 
crown  of  gold  and  other  gifts,  renewed  his  complaints  againft 
Judas  and  his  brethren,  telling  him,  that,  as  long  as  Judas  lived, 
his  authority  could  never  be  quietly  fettled  in  that  country,  or 
matters  be  there  ever  brought  to  a  lafting  ftate  of  peace ;  and  all 
that  were  about  the  king,  out  of  hatred  to  the  Jews,  faying  the 
fame  thing,  Demetrius  was  hereby  fo  incenfed,  that  ^  he  fent 
another  army  againft  the  Jews,  under  the  command  of  Nicanor 
their  old  enemy,  commanding  him,  that  he  ftiould  cut  oflF  Judas^ 
difperfe  his  followers,  and  thoroughly  eftablifti  Alcimus  in  his 
oftice  of  high  prieft.  But  Nicanor,  knowing  the  prowefs  of  Ju- 
das, as  ^  having  been  vanquiftied  by  him  in  a  former  expedi- 
tion, was  loth  to  make  another  trial  of  it  for  fear  of  another 
defeat ;  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  compofe  matters  by  a 
treaty;  and  accordingly  articles  of  peace  were  agreed  on  between 
them.  And  after  this  Judas  and  Nicanor  converfed  in  a  friend- 
ly manner  together:  But  ^  Alcimus  not  liking  this  peace,  as 
thinking  his  intereft  not  fufiiciently  provided  for  in  it,  went 
the  third  time  to  the  king,  and  fo  prepoflefled  him  againft  it, 
that  he  refufed  to  ratify  what  was  agreed,  and  fent  his  politive 
orders  to  Nicanor,  to  go  on  with  the  war,  and  not  to  ceafe 
profecuting  it,  till  he  fhould  have  llain  Judas,  or  taken  him 
prifoner,  and  fent  him  bound  to  Antioch.  Whereon  Nicanor 
was  forced,  much  againft  his  will,  again  to  renew  his  former 
hoftilities  againft  Judas  and  his  brethren. 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  ^  having  had  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  afligned 
to  him  by  the  determination  of  the  fenate  of  Rome,  returned 
thitlierward  w^ith  the  two  Roman  ambafladors,  Cneius  Morula 
and  Titus  Torquatus,  who  were  fent  to  fee  him  put  in  poftef- 
fion  of  it.  On  his  coming  '^  into  Greece,  in  his  way  to  it,  he 
hired  a  great  number  of  mercenaries,  thinking  by  them  fordi- 
with  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  iftand.  But  the  ambaftadors,  ha- 
ving 

^  I  Mac.  vii.  zi.  2Z.  *  i  Mac.  iv.  z  Mac.  viii. 
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ving  acquainted  him,  that  they  were  fent  to  introduce  him  into 
it^  only  by  way  of  treaty  with  his  brother,  and  not  by  arms,per- 
fuaded  him  again  to  diimifs  all  liis  forces.  Whereon,  taking 
Merula  with  him,  he  returned  into  Libya,  and  Torquatus 
went  to  Alexandria,  The  purpofe  of  thefe  two  ambafladors 
was  to  bring  the  two  brothers  to  meet  on  the  borders  of  their 
dominions,  and  there  agree  the  matter  between  them  according 
to  the  fentiments  of  the  Roman  fenate.  But  when  Torquatus 
came  to  Alexandria,  he  found  Philometor  not  eafily  to  be  brought 
to  comply  with  what  the  fenate  had  decreed  concerning  this 
matter.  He  infifted  upon  the  former  agreement  made  between 
him  and  his  brother  by  Quintus  and  Canuleius  the  former  am- 
bailadors,  which  affigned  Cyprus  to  him  j  and  therefore  thought 
it  very  hard,  that  it  lliould,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  that  agree- 
ment, be  now  taken  from  him,  and  given  his  brother.  How- 
ver  he  did  not  at  firft  peremptorily  refufe  to  yield  to  the  decree 
of  the  fenate,  but  wiredrew  the  treaty  to  a  great  length,  and  be- 
tween prom>ifing  as  to  fome  things,  and  excufing  himfelf  as  to 
others,  he  did  artfully  beat  the  bufh  at  a  diftance,  and  fo  wafted 
away  the  time,  without  coming  to  any  determination  about  the 
matter  in  hand.  In  the  interim  Phyfcon,  with  the  other  am- 
bafTador,  lay  at  the  port  of  Apis  in  Libya,  there  expe£ling  the 
refill t  of  Torquatus's  agency:  after  long  waiting,  receiving  no 
intelligence  from  him  to  his  concent,  he  fent  Merula,  alfo  to 
Alexandria,  thinking,  that  both  the  ambaffadors  together  might 
ad  the  more  effedually  with  Philometor  to  bring  him  to  their 
bent.  But  Philometor  ftill  obferved  the  fame  condudt,  treat- 
ing them  both  with  all  manner  of  kindnefs  and  complaifance, 
flattering  them  with  courtly  words,  and  endeavouring  in  all 
things  to  pleafe  them  with  as  courtly  adions  ;  and  by  this 
means  drilled  on  the  matter  with  them,  for  40  days  together, 
without  coming  to  the  point,  which  was  the  end  of  their  em- 
bafly  to  him,  detaining  them  all  this  while  at  his  court  ra- 
ther by  force  than  with  their  good  liking,  till  at  length,  find- 
ing they  could  be  put  off  no  longer,  he  plainly  declared,  that  he 
would  Hand  by  the  firft  agreement,  and  would  not  yield  to 
the  making  of  any  other.  And,  with  this  anfwer,  Merula  re- 
turned again  to  Phyfcon  and  Torquatus  to  Rome.  In  the 
interim,  the  Cyrenians,  underftanding  how  ill  Phyfcon  had 
behaved  himfelf  while  he  reigned  at  Alexandria,  entertain- 
ed from  hence  fuch  an  averfion  againft  having  liim  for  their 
king,  that  they  rofe  in  arms  to  keep  him  out  of  their  coun- 
try. Whereon  Phyfcon,  fearing  left,  while  he  tarried  at  Apis, 
in  expet^ation  of  the  inveftiture  of  Cyprus,  he  fliould  lofe 
Cjrcne,  he  haftened  thither  with  all  his  forces,  which  he  had 
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then  with  him ;  but  he  had  the  misfortune  at  firfl;  to  be  over- 
thrown by  his  rebel  fubjefts ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  Philometor  had  an  hand  in  the  raifmg  of  this  combuftion, 
and  that  it  was  with  a  view  hereto,  that  he  had  delayed  fo  long 
to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  Roman  ambalTadors,  that  thereby  he 
might  give  fcope  for  thefe  deligns  to  ripen  to  execution.  Phyf- 
con  being  hereby  involved  in  great  difhculties,  Merula  found 
him  under  the  preffures  of  them  on  his  return  to  him  -,  and  they 
were  not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  account,  which  he  brought 
him  of  his  brother's  final  refufing  to  yield  any  more  to  him, than 
what  was  given  him  by  the  firfl  agreement.  He  durfl  not  him- 
felf  go  again  to  Rome,  to  renew  his  complaint  againft  his  bro- 
ther about  this  matter,  till  the  troubles  raifed  againft  him  in  Gy- 
rene were  again  appeafed.  All,  therefore,  that  he  could  at  prc- 
fent  do,  *  was  to  fend  two  ambalTadors  with  Merula  in  his 
ftead,  to  folicit  his  caufe  Vv^ith  the  fenate.  Thefe  and  Merula 
meeting  with  Torquatus,  on  his  return  from  Alexandria,  they 
went  all  four  together  to  Rome,  and  there  all  made  their  report 
of  the  cafe,  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  Philometor  ;  fo  that, 
^  when  the  caufe  came  to  be  heard  in  the  fenate,  though  Meni- 
thyllus,  Philometor's  ambaflador,  fpoke  much  in  his  behalf,  he 
was  not  heard  with  any  regard,  the  fenators  being  generally  pre- 
poftelTed  againft  him,becaufeof  hisrefufal  to  fubmit  to  their  de- 
cree about  Cyprus.  And  therefore,  to  exprefs  the  anger  they 
had  conceived  againft  him  on  this  account,  they  renounced  all 
friendftiip  and  alliance  vAxh  him,  and  ordered  his  ambaflador  to 
-depart  Rome  within  five  days,  and  fent  two  ambaftadors  from 
them  to  Cyrene,  to  acquaint  Phyfcon  with  wiiat  they  had  done. 
In  this  year  ^  Bucherius  placeth  the  beginning  of  the  cycle 
of  84  years,  by  which  the  Jews  fettled  the  times  of  their  new- 
moons,  full  moons,  and  feftivals.  I  have  before  fliewn,  in  the 
preface  to  the  firft  part  of  this  hiftory,  how  they  anciently 
went  by  the  phafis  or  appearance  of  the  new  moon  for  all  this 
matter:  and  according  hereto  the  new  moons  and  feftivals  were 
then  conftantly  fettled  by  the  fanhedrim  at  Jerulalem.  To- 
wards the  end  of  every  month  they  '^  fent  out  perfons  into 
places  of  the  greateft  height  and  eminence  about  Jerufalem, 
to  obferve  the  appearance  of  the  new  moon  ;  and  as  foon  as 
they  faw  it  appear,  they  returned  and  made  report  thereof  to 
that  aflembly;  and  according  thereto  they  appointed  their  new 
moons,  or  firft  days  of  every  month  ;  and  immediately  by 

figns 
*  Polybius,  legat.  116.  p.  950. 
^>  Polybius,  legat.  117.  p.  950,  951. 
^  De  Antique  Judasorum  Paichali  Cyclo,  c.  5.  p.  ,^77. 
<i  Miftina  in  RoHi  Haihana.     Maimonides  in  Kiddufh  Ilachodclho 
Pghtfoot's  Teir|)le  Service,  c.  11, 
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figns  from  mountain  to  mountain,  gave  notice  thereof  through 
the  whole  land  of  Judea:  according  to  their  new  moons  and 
full  moons  were  all  their  other  fellivals  fixed.  And  all  this 
might  well  enough  be  done  as  long  as  the  Jews  lived  within  the 
nairow  bounds  of  Judea.  But  when,  after  the  time  oiAlexan^ 
der  the  Greatythty  became  difperfed  through  all  the  Grecian  co- 
lonies in  the  Zait,  and  had  in  great  numbers  fettled  at  Alexan- 
dria, A)itioc1i,  and  other  cities  of  Egypt,  Libya,  Cyrene,  Syria, 
and  LelTer  Afia,  under  theSyro-Macedonianand  Egypto-Mace- 
do:  ian  kings;  this  method  grew  imprafticable  as  to  them.  And 
therefore  from  that  time  they  were  necellitated  to  cometoaftro- 
nomical  calculations,  and  theufeof  cycles,  for  the  fettling  of  this 
matter,  that  fo  they  might  know  at  all  diftant  places  when  to 
begin  their  months,  when  to  make  their  intercalations,  and 
when  to  folemnize  their  feftivals,  all  in  an  uniform  manner  at 
the  fame  time.  How  the  eaftern  Jews,  who  had  ever  fince 
the  Aflyrian  and  Babylonifli  captivities  been  fettled  in  Baby- 
lonia, Perfia,  Media,  and  other  eaftern  provinces  beyond  the 
Euphrates,  ordered  this  matter  is  uncertain.  But,  fince  they 
had  in  Babylonia  ^  a  prince  of  the  captivity  for  the  governing 
of  them  in  all  things  according  to  their  law,  and  a  fanhedrim 
there  to  afiTid  him  herein,  no  doubt  they  had  fixed  methods 
for  the  fettlmg  of  this  matter  according  to  the  trueil  rules  of 
aftronomy,  efpecially  fince  that  fcience  was  in  thofe  parts  cul- 
tivated beyond  what  it  was  in  any  other  country.  Moft  likely 
it  is,  that  they  had  an  aftronomical  cycle  by  which  they  fixed 
the  new  moons,  and  according  to  them  regulated  all  the  reft, 
B"t  as  to  the  otlier  Jews,  that  they  all  made  ufe  of  the  cycle 
of  84  years  for  this  purpofe,  is  certain.  For  feveral  of  the 
^  ancient  fathers  of  the  Chriftian  church  make  mention  of  it, 
as  that  which  had  been  of  ancient  ufe  among  the  Jews,  and 
was  afterwards  borrowed  from  them  by  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians  for  the  fixing  of  the  time  of  their  Eafter,  and  was  the 
firft  cycle  which  was  made  ufe  of  by  them  for  this  purpofe. 

It 

*  The  Jews  anciently  had,  in  moft  countries  of  their  difperfion,  a 
chief  ma^iiftrnte  over  them  of  their  own,  by  whom  they  were  governed 
ill  al!  matters  relating  to  thtir  law,  and  for  whofe  fiiperintendency 
they  ufiially  purchafed  a  comminion  from  the  kings  under  whom  they 
]ivt-d.  Thitt  magiHrate,  in  B.ibylonia,  was  called  in  the  JewaHli  language 
Rq/h  Golah,  i.  e.  The  head  of  the  capti'vity;  in  Greek,  jEfnolotarcha^  which 
is  a  name  of  the  fame  (lenifi.cation:  and  it  is  pretended  that  all  that 
boie  this  oflice  there  were  of  the  feed  of  David.  And  fo  in  like  man- 
ner the  Jews  of  Alexandria  had  their  Alabarcha,  and  the  Jews  of  An- 
tioch  their  Ethuarcha  :  and  after  this  they  had  in  moll  places  of  their 
difperfions  their  p'itiiarch>«  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and  there  are,  in  the 
imperial  laws,  cdi(5ts  con.erni.ng  them. 

b  Annatolius,  Cyiillus  Akxandrinus,  Epiphanius,  Profper,  Vi(f^orius, 
Bed.-^;  aliiquc. 
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It  feems  to  have  been  made  up  of  the  Calippic  cycle  and  the 
Oftoeteris  joined  together.  For  it  contains  juft  fo  many  days 
as  both  thefe  cycles  do  when  added  to  each  other,  reckoning 
the  eight  years  of  the  Odoeteris  and  the  76  years  of  the  Ca- 
lippic cycle  by  Julian  years.  For  eight  Julian  years  contain 
2922  days,  and  76  Julian  years  27759  days,  and  thefe  being 
added  together,  make  30681  ;  which  is  exactly  the  number  of 
days  that  are  contained  in  84  Julian  years,  which  was  the 
number  of  this  Cycle.  And  therefore  it  is  moft  likely,  that 
the  Jews  firft  began  with  the  ufe  of  the  Calippic  cycle,  or, 
more  properly  fpeaking,  of  the  Calippic  period  ;  (for,  in  the 
language  of  chronologers,  a  cycle  is  a  round  of  feveral  years  ; 
and  a  period,  a  round  of  feveral  cycles)  and  afterwards  added 
the  Oftoeteris  to  it,  both  to  render  it  the  more  proper  for 
their  purpofe,  and  alfo  to  make  it  look  as  wholly  their  own. 
And  it  is  poflible  fo  much  might  have  been  done  this  year. 
But  that  the  Jews  at  this  time,  when,  after  having  newly  re- 
covered their  temple,  and  reftored  the  true  worfhip  of  God  in 
it,  they  were  moflly  zealoufly  employed  in  extirpating  all 
Heathen  rites  from  among  them,  fliould  firft  introduce  this 
cycle  borrowed  from  the  Heathens,  and  employ  it  to  a  religi- 
ous ufe,  that  is,  for  the  fixing  of  the  times  of  their  new  moons 
and  fellivals,  feems  utterly  improbable.  That  which  feems 
moft  probably  to  be  conjedlured  concerning  this  matter,  (for 
nothing  but  conjedure  can  be  had  in  it)  is,  that,  when  the 
Jews,  in  the  difperfions  after  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great 
through  the  countries  I  have  mentioned,  faw  aneceffity  of  co- 
ming to  aftronomical  calculations,  and  fettled  rules  for  the  fix- 
ing of  their  new  moons  and  feftivals,  that  fo  they  might  obferve 
them  all  on  the  fame  day  in  all  places,  they  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  cycle  or  period  of  Calippus,  w^hich  they  found  ufed 
among  them  for  the  fame  purpofe.  For  the  Greeks  reckoning 
their  months  by  the  courfe  of  the  moon,  and  their  years  by  that 
of  the  fnn,  and  thinking  themfelves  alfo  obliged,  for  the  reafon 
which  1  have  already  mentioned,  annually  to  keep  all  their  fefti- 
vals on  the  fame  day  of  the  month,  and  on  the  fame  feafon  of  the 
year,  in  like  manner  asthe  Jews  were,  had  long  been  endeavour- 
ing to  find  out  fuch  a  cycle  of  years,  in  which,  by  the  help  of 
intercalations,  the  motions  of  the  fun  and  the  moon  might  be  lo 
adjuiled  to  each  other,  that  both  luminaries  fetting  forth  toge- 
ther at  the  fame  point  of  time,  might  come  round  again  exactly 
to  the  fame,  and  all  the  new  moons  and  full  moons  come  over 
again  inevery  cycle  in  the  fame manneras  they  hadin  theformer. 
For  could  fnch  a  cycle  be  once  fixed,  the  oblerving  how  the  new 
mooos  and  full  moons  happened  in  any  one  of  them,  would  be 

fufficient 
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fufficlent  to  diredl  where  to  find  then;  for  ever  in  all  cycles  after, 
and  there  would  need  no  more  to  be  done  than  to  know  what 
year  of  the  cycle  it  is,  in  order  to  know  and  difcover  the  very 
moment  of  time  when  every  new  moon  and  full  moon  fliould 
happen  therein  tiirough  each  month  of  it;  becaufe,in  every  year 
of  tne  faid  cycle,  the  new  moons  and  full  moons  would  all  come 
over  again  at  the  fame  points  of  time  as  they  had  in  the  fame  year 
of  the  former  cycle,  and  fo  on  in  all  follow^ing  cycles  for  ever. 
Of  the  attempts  which  had  been  made  to  come  at  fuch  a  cycle 
by  the  Dieteris,  Tetraeteris,  Oftoeteris,  and  Enneadecaeteris, 
and  how  they  all  failed  hereof,  mention  hath  been  already  made. 
The  laft  came  nearefl  to  it  of  any ;  the  author  whereof  was  Me- 
to,  an  Athenian,  who  publifhed  it  at  Athens  in  the  year  before 
Chrift  432,  which  was  in  the  year  immediately  preceding  the 
Peloponnelian  war,  where  I  have  at  large  treated  of  it.  But 
Meto  having  reckoned,  that  the  19  years  of  his  cycle  contain- 
ed juft  6940  days,  it  was  found,  after  loo  years  ufage  of  it, 
that,  in  this  computation,  he  had  overihot  what  he  aimed  at 
by  a  quarter  of  a  day.  For  19  Julian  years  contain  no  more 
than 6939  days  and  18  hours;  and  therefore,  to  mend  this  fault, 
Calippus  invented  his  cycle,  or  period  of  76  years,  which  con- 
lifting  of  four  Metonic  cycles  joined  together,  he  thought  to 
bring  all  to  rights,  by  leaving  out  one  day  at  the  end  of  this 
cycle,  making  it  to  confifr  of  no  more  than  27,759  days, 
whereas  four  Metonic  cycles  joined  together  make  27,760 
days.  This  Calippus  was  a  famous  aftronomer  of  Cyzicus  in 
Myfia,  and  publillied  his  cycle  in  the  year  before  Chrift  330, 
beginning  it  from  the  fummer  folftice  of  that  year,  which  was 
the  fame  year  in  which  Alexander  overthrew  Darius  at  the 
battle  of  Arbela.  And  this  being  the  cycle  which  was  moft 
in  reputation  among  the  Greeks,  for  the  bringing  of  the  reckon- 
ings of  the  fun  and  moon's  motions  to  an  agreement  at  that 
time,  when  the  Jews  wanted  fuch  a  cycle  for  the  fettling  the 
time  of  their  new  moons  and  full  moons  and  feftivals  by  certain 
rules  of  aftronomical  calculations,  it  is  moft  likely  they  then 
borrowed  it  from  them  for  this  ufe;  and  that  they  might  not 
feem  to  have  any  thing  among  them  relating  to  their  religion 
which  was  of  Heathen  ufage,  they  added  the  06loeteris  to  this 
period  of  76  years ;  and  thereby,  making  it  a  cycle  of  84  years, 
by  this  difguife  rendered  it  wholly  their  own.  For  no  other 
nation  but  the  Jews  alone  ufed  this  cycle,  till  it  was  borrowed 
from  them  by  the  primitive  Chriftians  for  the  fame  ufe,  that 
is,  to  fettle  the  time  of  their  Eafter.  But  the  Jews  by  this  ad- 
dition rather  marred  than  any  way  mended  the  matter.  For,  al- 
though the  period  of  Callippus  fell  fliort  of  what  it  intended, that. 

is. 


SOOK  IV.  THE   OLD   AND   NEW   TESTAMENT.  245 

is,  of  bringing  the  motions  of  the  two  greater  luminaries  to  an 
exad:  agreennent)  yet  it  brought  them  within  the  reach  of  5 
hours  and  5c  rnuiuves  of  it.  But  the  addition  of  the  Odoeteris 
did  fet  them  at  the  diflance  of  one  day,  6  hours,  and  51  minutes. 
However  this  they  uftd  till  Rabbi  Hillei's  reformation  of  their 
kalendar,  which  was  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  360  ;  during 
all  which  time  they  mull  neceflarily  have  made  fome  interpo- 
lations for  the  correcting  of  thofe  excefles  whereby  one  of  thofe 
luminaries  did  over-run  the  other  according  to  that  cycle.  For 
otherv/ife  the  phafis  or  appearances  of  the  new  moons  and  full 
moons  would  have  contradicted  the  calculations  of  it  to  everv 
man's  view.  But  what  thefe  interpolations  were,  or  how  or 
■when  ufed,  we  have  no  account  any  where  given  us.  Profper 
placeth  the  beginning  of  the  firft  of  thofe  cycles  which  was  ufed 
by  the  Chrillians  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  46 ;  and,  if  we 
reckon  backward  from  thence,  we  {hall  find  one  of  them  to  have 
its  beginning  in  the  year  before  Chriil  291,  which  was  thefirffc 
year  of  the  pontificate  of  Eleazar  at  Jerufalem,  and  the  feventh 
before  the  reign  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  king  of  Egypt.  And 
then  it  feems  moil  probable  that  the  J^ws  begun  the  ufe  of  this 
cycle.  For  about  this  time  their  difperlions,  efpeciallyin  Egypt, 
made  it  necefifary  for  them  to  fettle  the  times  of  their  new  moons, 
full  moons,  and  fellivals,  by  aflronomical  calculations  ;  becaufe 
at  fuch  diftauces  they  could  not  have  the  order  of  the  fanhedrim 
at  Jerufalem  for  the  direding  of  them  in  this  matter.  But  had 
they  then  taken  the  period  of  Calippus  without  difguifing  it  by 
the  adding  of  the  eight  years  of  the  0£loeteris,  to  make  it  look 
as  their  own,  it  would  much  better  have  ferved  their  purpofe, 
Thougfi  I  have  above  faid,  it  is  poflible  that  the  eight  years 
might  have  been  added  where  Bucherius  placeth  the  firfl  ufe  of 
this  cycle,  yet  I  mean  no  more  thereby  than  a  bare  poffibility, 
and  not  but  that  1  think  it  moll  probable  that  it  was  otherwife. 
For  it  feemeth  to  me  moft  likely,  that  as  the  Jews  firfl  began  the 
ule  of  this  cycle  at  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  that  is,  aiuio  ante 
Chri/iiwi2^i^  fo  alfodoth  it,  that  from  that  very  beginning  they 
fixed  it  to  be  a  cycle  of  84  years,  and  no  otherwife  ufed  the 
Clippie,  but  with  the  addition  of  eight  years  after  it  to  make 
up  that  number.  If  we  place  the  beginning  of  the  firll  cycle  of 
thefe  84  years,  at  the  year  before  Chrifl  291,  the  fecond  cycle 
will  begin,  anno  207,  the  third  cycle,  anno  123,  the  fourth 
cycle,  anno  39,  and  the  fifth  cycle,  at  the  year  after  .Chriil  46; 
and  there  it  will  meet  with  the  beginning  of  the  firft  cycle  of 
Profper  ;  that  is,  the  firft  of  thefe  84  year  cycles,  which  was 
ufed  by  the  primitive  Chriftians  for  the  finding  out  and  fettling 
the  time  of  their  Eafter,  The  fecond  of  thefe  cycles,  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  fame  Profper  began  A^  D.  130 ;  the  third,  anno  2145 
the  fourth,  anno  298  ;  the  fifth,  anno  382,  which  was  the  laft 
of  thefe  cycles  mentioned  by  Profper)  ;  the  fixth,  anno  466  ; 
the  feventh,  anno  550  ;  the  eight,  anno  634  ;  the  ninth,  anno 
718  ;  and  the  tenth,  anno  802  ;  and  about  that  time  the  iife 
of  it  wholly  ceafed. 

In  the  firft  age  of  the  church,  Chriftians  generally  followed 
the  Jews  in  the  fettling  the  time  of  their  Eafter,  fome  begin- 
ning their  obfervance  of  it  ^  at  the  fame  time  the  Jews  did  their 
paflbver,  that  is,  on  the  14th  day  of  their  firft  vernal  moon, 
or  month  called  Nifan,  on  what  day  of  the  week  foever  it 
happened  to  fall,  but  others  not  till  the  Sunday  after.  Thofe 
who  were  for  the  firft  way,  alledged,  that  they  followed  there- 
in St  John  and  St  Philip  the  apoftles ;  and  thofe  who  followed 
the  other  way  urged  for  it  the  practice  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul ; 
who,  they  faid,  always  begun  this  feftival,  not  on  the  14th 
day  of  the  firft  vernal  moon,  as  the  Jews  did  their  paiTover, 
but  on  the  Sunday  after.  And  as  long  as  thofe  who  came  out 
of  the  circumcifion  into  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  obferved  the 
law  of  Mofes  with  that  of  the  gofpel,  held  communion  with 
the  church,  this  made  no  difference  in  it.  But  when  they  fe- 
parated  from  it,  then  the  church  began  to  think  it  time  to  fe- 
parate  from  them  in  this  ufage  ;  and,  after  feveral  meetings 
and  councils  held  about  it,  they  came  to  this  refolution,  that 
Eafter  fliould  always  be  kept,  not  on  the  14th  day  of  the  moon, 
as  the  Jews  did  their  paiTover,  but  every  where  on  the  Sunday 
after  :  and  all  conformed  hereto  except  the  Afian  churches  ; 
who,  pretending  for  the  other  ufage  the  example  of  St  John  and 
St  Philip  the  apoftles,  and  the  holy  martyr  St  Polycarp,  would 
not  recede  from  it.  Whereon  Viftor,  biftiop  of  Rome,  fent 
out  a  libel  of  excommunication  againft  them  for  it.  So  early 
did  the  tyranny  of  that  fee  begin :  for  this  happened  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  197.  But  Irenaeus,  and  moft  other  Chrif- 
tians of  that  time  condemned  this  as  a  very  rafli  and  unjuftifi- 
able  act  in  ViiSlor.  However  the  controverfy  ftill  went  on, 
and  the  Chriftians  of  the  Afian  way  being  thenceforth  called 
^uartodeciTnaiiij  for  their  obferving  of  the  feftival  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  Jews  quarta  declma  hinay  i.  e.  on  the  14th  day 
of  the  moon,  perfifted  in  their  former  praftice,  till  at  length, 
in  the  Nicene  council,  A.  D.  325;  they  all  gave  up  into  the 
other  v/ay,  and  an  end  was  put  to  this  controverfy.  And  from 
that  time  the  firft  day  of  the  week  in  commemoration  of  the 
refurre<5tion  of  Chrift  thereon,  hath  been  among  all  Chriftians 

every 
*  Eufcb.  Hift.  Ecclefiaft.  lib.  5.  c.  11—24. 
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every  where  the  firft  day  of  their  Eafter  folemnity.  But,  in 
the  interim,  both  parties  flill  made  ufe  of  the  84  years  cycle, 
till  thatalfo  was  put  under  another  regulation  by  the  fame  coun- 
cil of  Nice.  In  the  year  of  Chrift  222,  this  84  years  cycle 
being  found  faulty,  ^  Hippolitus,  bifhop  of  Pontus  in  Arabia, 
invented  a  new  one,  by  joining  two  Odoeteris's  together;  but^ 
this  foon  appearing  more  faulty  than  the  other,  ^  Anatolius 
bilhop  of  Laodicea  in  Syria,  did,  in  the  year  276,propofe  an- 
other way.  All  that  was  commendable  in  it  was,  that  he 
iirft  introduced  the  ufe  of  the  19  years  cycle  for  this  purpofe; 
but  he  applied  it  fo  wrong,  that  it  was  in  his  method  by  no 
means  ufeful  to  the  end  intended.  In  the  year  325  fat  the  Ni- 
cene  council,  wherein  as  to  Eafter  ^  thefe  following  particulars 
were  agreed  :  ly?.  That  Eafter  ftiould  every  where  be  begun  to 
be  obferved  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  that  is,  Sunday.  2d/f, 
That  it  ftiould  be  on  the  Sunday  that  fliould  follow  next,  im- 
mediately after  the  14th  of  the  moon  that  ftiould  happen  next 
after  the  vernal  equinox  (which  was  then  on  the  2ift  of 
March).  And,  3  J/;/,  That  it  ftiould  be  referred  to  the  biftiop 
of  Alexandria  to  calculate  every  year,  on  what  day,  according 
to  thefe  rules,  the  feftival  ftiould  begin. 

The  Alexandrians  being  then  of  all  others  moft  Ikilful  in 
aftronomy,  for  this  reafon  the  making  of  this  calculation  '^  was 
referred  to  the  biftiop  of  that  place.  And  they  having  ap- 
plied the  19  years  cycle  in  a  much  better  method  to  this  pur- 
pofe than  Anatolius  had  before  done,  found  it  the  beft  rule 
that  could  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  fettling  of  this  matter  ;  and 
^  accordingly  went  by  it  for  the  difcharge  of  what  was  re- 
ferred to  them  by  the  council.  And  therefore  they  having 
every  year  hereby  fixed  the  day,  the  cuftom  was  for  the  biftiop 
of  that  church  to  write  of  it  to  thebiftiopof  Rome  j  who  having 
the  day  thus  fignified  unto  him,  firft  caufed  it  by  his  deacons 
to  be  publifli^d  in  his  patriarchal  church  on  the  day  of  Epi- 
phany preceding  the  feftival,  and  then,  by  pafchal  epiftles,  no- 
tified it  to  all  metropolitans  through  the  whole  Chriftian 
world ;  and  they,  by  like  epiftles,  to  their  fuff"ragans  :  and  by 
this  means  the  day  was  every  where  known,  and  every  where 
obferved,  in  an  exaft  uniformity  of  time  by  Chriftians  all  the 
world  over.  But  the  pride  of  the  fee  of  Rome  not  bearing  long 

Vol.  III.  R  their 

*  Anatolius  in  Prologo  ad  Canon.  Pafchalem.     Eufeb.  Hift.  Ecclef. 
lib.  6.  c.  12.     Ifodorus  Originum,  lib.  6.  c.  17. 
iy  Eufeb.  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  7.  c.  ;,2. 
*"  Socrates  Schol.     Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  i.  c.  9. 
^  Leo  Magnus  Papa  in  Epiftola  94. 
^  Ambrofius  in  Epiftola  ad  Epifcopos  JEmiliano», 
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their  being  directed  in  any  thing  from  abroad,  after  feme  years 
obfervance  of  this  order,    tney   returned  again  to  their   old 
cycle  of  84  years  ;  and  the  ufe  of  it  was  thereon  again  refumed 
all  over  the  wellern  church.    But  this  again  making  the  fanoe 
fault  as  formerly,  by  reafon  of  the  one  day,  fix  hours,  51  mi- 
nutes, by  which  the  84  lunar  years  in  this  cycle,  with  its  in- 
tercalated months,  did  over-run  the  folar  years  in  it,  Vidlorius, 
a  pre{b}'ter  of  Limoges  in  Aquitain,  ^  was  employed  by  Hi- 
larius   (who  was  firft  archdeacon,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of 
Rome)  to  make  a  new  cycle  ;  who,  following  the  Alexan- 
drians, firft  introduced  into  the  weftern  church  the  rule  of  fix- 
ing the  time  of  Eafter  by  the  19  years  cycle,  called  the  cycle 
of  the  moon  ;  and,  having  multiplied  it  by  the  28  years  cycle 
of  the  dominical  letters,  called  the  cycle  of  the  fun,  hereby 
made  the  period  of  532  years,  called  from  him  the  Vi6lorian 
period  ;  after  the  expiration  of  which,  he  reckoned,  that  the 
fame  new  moons,  the  fame  full  moons,  and  the  fame  dominical 
letters,  and  the  fame  times  of  Eafter,  would  all  come  over 
again  in  the  fame  order  of  time,  as  in  the  former  cycle,  and  fo 
in  all  the  following  cycles  for  ever.     And  accordingly  ihey 
would  have  done  fo,  had  the  fame  new  moons  and  full  moons 
come  over  again  at  the  fame  point  of  time  in  every  cycle  of 
the  moon  with  the  fame  exadnefs  as  every  dominical  letter  did 
again  in  every  cycle  of  the  fun.     But  the  19  lunar  years,  and 
feven  intercalated  lunar  months,  of  which  this  cycle  confifted, 
^  falling  Ihort  of  19  Julian  years  by  one  hour  27  minutes,  and 
40  feconds ;  hence  it  hath  followed,  that  in  every  one  of  the 
years  of  thefe  19  years  cycles,  the  new  moons  and  full  moons 
have  happened  juft  fo  much  fooner  each  month  than  in  the 
fame  years  of  the  cycle  immediately  preceding.    And  here- 
by it  hath  come  to  pafs,  that  after  the  elapfing  of  fo  many 
rounds  of  that  cycle  as  have  revolved  from  the  time  of  the  Ni- 
cene  council,  to  the  prefent  year  17 16,  the  new  moons  and 
full  moons  in  the  heavens  have  anticipated  the  new  moons 
and  full  moons  in  the  kalendar  of  our  Common  Prayer-book 
four  days,  10  hours,  and  an  half;  becaufe  the  new  moons  and 
full  moons  are  there  ftated  not  according  to  the  prefent  times, 
but  according  to  the  times  of  that  council.    However,  a  better 
cycle  for  this  purpofe,  than  the  19  years  cycle,  not  being  to  be 

found 

'  Synodus  Aiirelioncnrif?  4.  can.  i.  Gennadius  de  Virls  Illuftribus, 
c.  88.  Sigeheitus  Gemblacenfis  de  Scriptoribus  Ecckfiafticis,  c.  20, 
Ilodorus  Oiig.  lib.  6.  c.  17. 

b  For,  whereas  19  ]\)\\An  years  contain  6939  days,  and  18  hours ;  19 
lunar  years  with  their  feven  intercalated  months  contain  only  6939  days^ 
x6  hours,  3a  minutes,  and  ao  feconds. 
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found,  becaufe  none  other  can  bring  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and 
moon  to  a  nearer  agreement,  the  Alexandrians  for  this  reafon 
pitched  on  it  for  the  fixing  of  their  Eafter  as  the  beft  rule  th^ey 
could  follow  for  it.  And  ^  Theophilus  and  ^  Cyrillus,  who 
were  both  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  and  made  each  of  them 
periods  for  the  determining  the  times  of  this  feftival,  the 
firft  of  100  years,  and  the  other  of  95  years,  founded  all  their 
calculations  hereon.  And  ^  Viftorius,  when  he  undertook  to 
form  a  like  period  for  this  end,  for  the  ufe  of  the  weftern 
Chriftians,  as  the  other  had  done  for  the  ufe  of  the  eaftern, 
built  it  all  upon  the  fame  foundation.  For,  fixing  all  the  firft 
vernal  14  moons  (which  were  the  pafchal  terms)  according 
to  the  cycle  of  the  moon,  and  the  next  Sunday  after,  in  every 
year  (which  was  the  day  when  the  feftival  begun),  according 
to  the  cycle  of  the  fun,  he  compounded  out  of  both  thefe  cycles, 
by  multiplying  them  into  each  other,  his  period  of  532  years, 
beginning  it  from  the  28th  year  of  our  Lord,  according  to  the 
vulgar  sera;  and  herein,  according  to  both  thefe  cycles,  he  fixed 
the  times  of  Eafter  in  every  year  throughout  that  whole  pe- 
riod, and  fo  in  all  fucceeding  periods,  on  the  fame  days  over 
again  in  each  of  them  for  ever.  This,  after  feveral  years  la- 
bour in  it,  fie  finiftied  and  publiftied  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
457  ;  which Dionyfius  Exiguus,  a  Roman  abbot,  '^  having,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  527,  correfted  in  fome  particulars,  and 
fixed  the  equinox  and  new  moons  at  the  fame  points  of  time^, 
in  which  they  were  at  the  holding  of  the  council  of  Nice,  the 
whole  weftern  church  w^ent  hereby  for  many  ages,  till  Gre- 
gory XIIL  bifiiop  of  Rome,  in  the  year  1382,  reduced  it  by 
his  corrections  to  that  form  in  which  it  is  now  ufed  under  the 
name  of  the  N^ew  Sfile,  in  foreign  countries.  And  it  is  to  be 
wiftied  that  this  church  would  reform  all  things  elfe  that  are 
amifs  among  them,  as  well  as  they  have  done  this.  However 
we  in  England,  and  all  the  dominions  belonging  thereto,  ftill 
retain  the  old  form.  And  as  we  are  the  laft  to  recede  from 
this  form,  fo  were  we  anciently  the  laft  to  receive  it.  For, 
although  Dionyfius  publiftied  his  form  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1<  i  527* 

^  Bedas;  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  5.  c.  i%.  Videas  etiam  Ducherium  de  Doc- 
trinaTemporum,  Petavium,  aliofque  chronologos. 

b  Bedce,  ibid.  Bucherius  Pctavius  aliique.  Cyrillus  was  nephew  tc, 
Theophilus,  and  fucceeded  him  in  the  fee  of  Alexandiia.  He  abolilhed 
his  uncle's  cycle,  and  fubltituted  his  of  95  years  in  its  ftead,  which  was 
truly  a  cycle,  for  it  confifted  of  five  Mctonics ;  but  the  othet  was  rather 
a  table,  in  which  Erifter  was  calculated  for  ico  years,  than  a  cycle. 

^  Bcdae  Hift.  Ecclef.  lib.  5.  c.  ai.  Bucher.  in  Canon  Pafchal.  V'idori;, 

d  Videas  de  hac  re  duas  ejus  epiftolas  ia  fine  operis  Bucherii  de  Doo^ 
trina  Temporuai, 
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527,  It  was  not  till  the  year  800  that  it  was  univerfally  re- 
ceived by  all  the  churches  of  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  great 
controverfies  were  in  the  interim  raifed  among  them  about  it, 
the  Gccafion  of  which  was  as  followeth. 

Till  the  Saxons  came  into  this  ifland  (which  was  A.  D.  449.) 
the  Britifh  churches  having  always  communicated  with  the 
Roman,  and  received  all  its  ufages,  as  having  been  till  about 
that  time  a  province  of  the  Roman  empire,  they  agreed  with 
it  in  the  ufe  of  the  fame  rule,  for  the  fixing  of  the  time  of  their 
Eafter.  And  the  Irifli,  who  had  not  long  before  been  con- 
verted by  ^  St  Patrick,  who  was  fent  to  them  from  Rome,  fol- 
lowed the  fame  ufage.  But  afterward,  when  the  Saxons,  ha- 
ving made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  eaftern  and  fouthern 
coafts  of  this  ifland,  had  thereby  cut  off  all  communication 
with  Rome,  all  that  correfpondence,  which  till  then  the  Bri- 
tlfli  and  Irifh  churches  had  held  with  the  Roman,  thenceforth 
ceafed,  and  was  wholly  interrupted,  till  the  coming  hither  of 
Auftin  the  monk,  to  convert  the  Englifh  Saxons,  which  was 
^  about  150  years  after.  And  therefore,  neither  the  Britilh 
nor  the  Irifli  knowing  any  thing  of  the  reformation,  that  had 
in  the  interim  been  made  in  this  rule  concerning  Eafter,  either 
by  Vi(^orius  or  Dionyfius,  went  on  with  the  obferving  of  the 
faid  feftival  according  to  the  old  form  of  the  84  years  cycle, 
which  they  had  received  from  the  Romans,  before  the  Saxons 
came  into  this  land.  And  in  this  ufage  Auftin  found  them  on 
his  arrival  hither.  And  they  having  been  long  accuftomed  to 
it,  could  not  ealily  be  induced  to  alter  it  for  the  new  ufage  of 
the  Romanifts,  which  Auftin  ^  then  propofed  to  them.  And 
hence  arofe  that  controverfy  about  Eafter,  which  from  that 
time  was  between  the  old  Chriftians  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  new  Chriftians  which  were  here  converted  by  the  Roma- 
nifts, and  lafted  full  200  years,  before  it  was  fully  fupprefled. 
The  difference  between  them  about  this  matter  was  in  two 
particulars.  For,  i/?.  Whereas  the  Romanifts,  according  to  the 
rule  of  Dionyfius,  fixed  the  time  of  Eafter  by  the  tp  years 
cycle  of  the  moon,  and  the  28  years  cycle  of  the  fun,  the  firft 
ihevv'ing  them  the  pafchal  term,  and  the  other,  what  day  was 
the  next   Sunday  after,   the  ^   Britains  and  Irifti,   adhered  to 

the 

*  St  Patrick  was  fent  by  Ccelcllin,  bifliop  of  Rome,  to  convert  the 
Irifh,  A.  D.'4:^2.  He  was  then  60  years  old,  when  he  firft  undertook 
the  work  of  thisapoftlelliip,  and  continued  in  it  60  years  after,  and  with 
fuch  fucccfs,that  he  converted  the  whole  ifiand,  and  died  at  the  ae?  c*: 
120. 

b  Auflin  firfl:  landed  in  Kent,  A.  D.  597. 

••  HeiiK  Uift.  Eccltf.  lib.  a.  c.  2. 

«i  ikdx  Hift.  Ecck'i;  lib.  3.  c.  2.  &  c.  4. 
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the  ufe  of  the  old  cycle,  that  of  84  years  for  this  matter.  And, 
idly^  Whereas  the  Romanifts  obferved  the  beginning  of  the 
feft.'val,  from  the  15th  day  of  the  firlt  vernal  moon,  to  the 
21ft  inclufive,  according  as  the  Sunday  happened  within  the 
compafs  of  thofe  days,  the  Britains  and  the  Irifli  obferved  it 
from  the  14th  to  the  20th  ;  that  is,  the  Romanics  laying  it 
down  for  a  principle  in  this  cafe  never  to  begi»T  the  pafchal 
feftival  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Jews,  for  the  avoiding  of  it, 
would  never  begin  the  folemnity  on  the  14th  day  of  that 
moon,  though  it  happened  to  be  on  a  Sunday,  but  deferred  it 
to  the  next  Sunday  after,  though  in  this  cafe  that  Sunday  did 
not  happen  till  the  iiil  day  of  the  faid  moon.  But  the  Bri- 
tains and  Iriih,  if  that  14th  day  happened  to  be  on  a  Sun- 
day, did  then  begin  the  feftival  without  making  any  fuch 
fcruple,  as  the  Romanifts  did  in  this  cafe,  and  fo  proceeded 
to  obferve  it  in  the  following  years  on  the  15th,  i6th,  17th, 
i8th,  19th,  and  20th,  accordmg  as  the  next  Sunday  after  fell 
on  any  of  thofe  days  of  that  moon.  But  the  Romanifts  not 
beginning  the  feftival  on  any  Sunday  till  the  15th  of  the  faid 
moon,  obferved  it  the  following  years,  on  the  16th,  17th,  18th, 
19th,  20th,  and  2ift  of  the  moon,  according  as  th*e  next  Sun- 
day fell  on  any  of  them  in  any  of  the  faid  years.  So  that,  as 
the  former  never  carried  the  beginning  of  this  feftival  beyond 
the  20th  day  of  the  firft  vernal  moon,  fo  the  latter  never  com- 
menced it  till  the  15th  day  of  the  fame.  And  they  were  fo 
zealoufly  fet  this  way,  that  they  would  not  hold  communion 
with  thofe  of  the  Britifli  and  Irifti  churches,  that  did  otherwife, 
but,  looking  on  them  as  heretics,  called  them  by  way  of  reproach 
quarto-dccimans  y\N\i^xt2j=>xk\^  ancient  quarto -decimans  were  only 
thofe  who  begun  the  feftival  on  the  14th  day  of  the  moon,  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  Jews,  on  what  day  of  the  week  foever 
it  happened.  But  the  Britains  and  the  Irifti  never  began  it 
on  that  day,  but  when  it  happened  to  be  a  Sunday. 

On  the  receding  of  Paulinus  from  the  archbiftiopric  of  York, 
after  the  death  of  Edwin  king  of  the  Englilh  Saxons  beyond 
the  Humber,  (which  happened  in  ^  the  year  of  our  Lord  633,) 
the  churches  of  thofe  parts  having  had  their  bifhops  from 
the  monaftery  of  St  Columbus  in  the  ifland  of  Hy  (which  was 
then  the  chief  univerfity  of  the  Irilh  for  the  educating  and 
breeding  up  of  their  divines),  and  ^  Aidan,  '^  Finan,  and  ^  Col- 
man,  who  had  been  all  three  monks  of  that  monaftery,  having, 

R3  in 

*  BcdiE  Hlft.  Ecclef.  lib.  a.  c.  10. 
I'BtdseHift.  lib.3.c.  3. 
'"'  Bedae  Hift.  lib.  3.  c.  17.  52. 
^Bede  Hift.Ub.  t.  c.  zr.  26. 
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ill  fucceflion  to  each  other,  governed  tl>ofe  churches  30  years, 
they  during  that  time  had  introduced  into  them  the  Irifti 
ufage  for  the  obferving  of  Eafter ;  whereby  the  coiitroverfy 
being  brought  among  the  Englifh  Chriftians,  and  a  fchifm 
made  among  them  about  it,  for  *  the  putting  of  an  end  to  it, 
a  council  was  called  to  meet  at  the  monaflery  of  the  Abbefs 
Hilda,  at  Whitby  in  Yorkftiire,  then  called  Streonfhale. 
And  there  a  long  difputation  being  had  before  Ofwey  king  of 
the  ^  Northumbrians  (who  prefided  in  that  council),  and  Al- 
fred his  fon,  and  the  main  flrefs  of  the  arguments  on  both 
fides  turning  upon  this,  that  the  Irilh  and  Britains  urged  the 
authority  of  St  John  for  their  ufage,  and  the  Romanifts  that 
of  St  Peter  for  theirs,  which  they  faid  was  preferable  to  the 
other,  becaufe  he  was  the  Prince  of  the  apoftles,  and  had  the 
keys  of  heaven  committed  to  his  keeping,  Ofwey  aiked  thofe 
who  difputed  on  the  fide  of  the  Iriih  and  Britains,  whether 
they  agreed,  that  the  ufage  of  the  Romanifts  had  been  the 
ufage  of  St  Peter  ?  and,  on  their  agreeing  hereto,  he  alked 
them  again,  whether  they  held  that  St  Peter  had  the  keeping 
of  the  keys  of  heaven  ?  and  they  having  anfwered  to  this  al- 
fo  in  the  affirmative,  he  hereon  declared,  that  he  would  then 
be  for  St  Peter's  way,  left,  when  he  fhould  come  to  heaven's 
gates,  St  Peter  fliould  Ihut  them  againft  him,  and  keep  him 
out.  Whereon  this  ridiculous  controverfy  receiving  as  ridi- 
culous a  decifion,  all  the  Chriftians  of  thofe  parts  came  over  to 
the  Roman  way ;  and  Colman,  ^  being  much  difpleafed  with 
this  deciding,  or  rather  ridiculing  of  the  controverfy,  returned, 
with  as  many  of  his  Irifh  clergy  as  were  of  his  mind,  again  to 
the  monaftery  of  Hy,  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  North- 
umbrians had  another  biftiop  appointed  over  them  in  his  ftead. 
This  happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  664. 

After  this  the  old  way  began  to  wear  off  both  in  Britain 
and  Ireland,  though  but  by  flow  degrees.  ^  Adamnanus, 
abbot  of  Hy,  being  fent  on  an  embafly  from  ^  the  Britifti 

Scots 

^  Ibid.  hb.  5.  c.  25.  Heddius  in  Vita  Wilfridi,  c.  10. 

''  All  were  then  called  Northumbrians  that  lived  north  of  the  river 
Humber,  from  that  river  to  Graham's  Dyke,  which  did  run  from 
Duubritton  frith  to  the  Forth.  For  all  this  country  was  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  the  Northumbrians,  and  was  divided  into  two  p^rts,  Dei- 
ria  and  Bernicia  ;  the  former  extended  from  the  Humber  to  the  Tyre, 
and  the  other  from  the  Tyne  to  Graham's  Dyke. 

"^  Bedce  Hiit.  lib.  3.  c.  26. 

d  Jbid.  hb.  5.C.  16. 

^  Scotia  in  this  age  was  only  Ireland,  and  the  Srotl  none  other  than 
the  Iriih:  for  Ireland  only  was  the  ancient  Scotia,  and  the  Iriiii  the  ancient 
Scots.  But  about  the  vear  of  our  Lord  500,  a  colony  of  the  Irifli  having, 
under  the  Ie.-idin-  of  Fergus  the  fon  of  Ere,  fcttltd  in  that  part  of  Noith 
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Scots  (that  is,  the  Irifli  who  had  fettled  in  North  Britain)  to 
Alfred  king  of  the  Northumbrians  ;  and  having,  while  he  con- 
tinued on  that  occaiion  in  thofe  parts,  made  a  vifit  to  the  uni- 
ted monafteries  of  Jarrow  and  Wermouth  near  Durham,  was 
there,  bj  Cealfrid,  then  abbot  of  them,  fo  thoroughly  convin- 
ced of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  Roman  way  before  the  other, 
that,  on  his  return  to  Hy,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  all  there 
to  conform  to  it ;  but,  not  being  able  to  prevail  with  them 
herein,  he  went  into  Ireland,  and  there  brought  over  almoll 
all  the  northern  parts  of  that  ifland  to  this  way.  This  hap- 
pened about  the  year  of  our  Lord  703.  And  he  had  the  ea- 
fier  fuccefs  herein,  for  that  the  *  fouthern  parts  of  that  ifiand 
had  fome  years  before  conformed  hereto,  being  induced  to 
it  by  an  epiftle  from  Honorius  bifhop  of  Rome,  written  to 
them  about  it  in  the  year  629.  In  the  year  710,  the  fame 
Cealfrid,  above  mentioned,  ^  havmg  written  to  Naitan,  king 
of  the  Pi6ls,  an  epiftle  for  this  way,  thereby  brought  him  and 
all  his  nation  with  him  into  a  conformity  to  it.  This  epiftle 
is  very  learnedly  and  judicioully  written,  and  no  doubt  was 
penned  by  Bede,  who  was  then  a  monk  under  him  in  thefe 
two  united  monafteries.  It  is  ftill  extant  in  Bede's  E.ccleftaf- 
tical  Hiftory,  and  gives  us  the  beft  view  of  this  controverfy 
of  any  thing  now  remaining  that  hath  been  written  about  it. 
In  the  year  716,  ^  Egbert,  a  pious  and  learned  prefi^yter  of 
the  Englifti  nation,  after  having  fpent  many  years  in  his  ftu- 
dies  in  Ireland,  (which  was  in  that  age  the  prime  feat  of  learn- 
ing  in  all  Chriftendom)  coming  from  thence  to  the  monafte- 
ry  of  Hy,  propofed  to  them  anew  the  Roman  way  ;  and,  ha- 
ving better  fuccefs  herein  than  Adamnanus  their  late  abbot 
had  in  that  attempt  which  he  had  before  made  upon  them  for 
this  purpofe,  brought  them  all  over  to  it.  And  after  this 
jione  but  the  Welfli  perfifted  in  the  old  form ;  who,  out  of  the 

R  4  inveterate 

Britain  now  called  Argylefliire,  firft  brought  with  them  the  name  of  Scots 
into  thatcountry,  and  there  began  the  kingdom  of  the  Britifh  Scots,  from 
whomthisembaflycame.  But  afterwards, having, in  procefsof  time, con- 
quered both  the  north  and  the  fouth  Picls,  and  aUb  received  from  the 
Saxon  kings  of  Erg^and,  all  the  Lowlands  from  Graham's  Dyke  to  the 
river  Tweed  (whi^h  formerly  belonged  to  thofe  princes)  they  thence- 
forth ^avc  the  name  of  Scotland  to  that  country  ;  and  Ireland,  the  an- 
cient Scotiuy  alTumed  the  name  which  it  now  bears.  This  was  done 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1000.  For  Archbifliup  Uflier  tells  us,  who 
fully  examined  the  matter,  that  there  is  not  any  one  writer,  who  lived 
v/ithin  1000  years  after  Chrift,  that  mentions  the  name  of  Scotland,  and 
means  any  other  than  Ireland  by  it.  F/^i'^  Bntanr.icarum  Ecckharum 
Antiq.  c.  16.  p.  383. 

^  Bedae  Hift.  lib.  2.  c.  19.  oc  lib-  3.  c.  3,  -.^ 

^  Bedce,  lib.  5.  c.  az* 

^  Btdae,  lib.  j.c.  3. 
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inveterate  hatred  they  had  againfl  all  of  the  Engliih  nation, 
•were  hard  to  be  brought  to  conform  to  them  in  any  thing. 
However  at  length,  about  the  800,  the  errors  of  the  old  way 
by  that  time  growing  very  confpicuous,  by  reafon  of  the  many 
days,  which,  according  to  the  84  years  cycle,  the  lunar  account 
iiiuft  then  have  over-run  the  folar,  the  Welih  of  North  Wales 
^  were,  by  the  perfuafion  of  Elbodius  their  bilhop,  prevailed 
"with  to  give  an  ear  to  thofe  reafons  which  were  alledged  for  the 
Roman  form  ;  and,  being  convinced  by  them  that  it  was  the 
better  of  the  two,  came  into  it.  And,  not  long  after,  the 
Wclfh  of  South  Wales  followed  their  example,  and  did  the 
fame  ;  and  thenceforth  the  cycle  of  84  years,  which  had  laft- 
ed  for  fo  many  ages,  became  wholly  abolifhed  all  Chriftendom 
over,  and  was  never  more  brought  into  ufe. 

There  was  indeed  another  controverfy  between  the  old 
Chriflians  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  new  ones  of  the  Ro- 
man converfion,  which  was  all  along  at  the  fame  time  brought 
upon  the  flage  with  that  about  Eafter,  during  the  whole  con- 
teft ;  that  is,  ^  that  of  the  Clerical  Tonfure,  which  was  al- 
ways debated  with  it,  and  was  every  where  ended  at  the 
fame  time  when  the  other  was.  But,  my  purpofe  being  to 
treat  only  of  what  related  to  the  Jewifh  affairs,  I  have  only 
meddled  with  this  conteft,  thereby  to  give  the  hiflory  of  the 
Jewilh  cycle  of  84  years;  and  thus  far  it  is  within  my  theme; 
but  it  being  out  of  it  to  treat  of  the  other,  for  this  reafon  I 
no  not  here  trouble  the  reader  with  it. 

On  the  abolition  of  the  84  years  cycle,  the  pafchal  rule  of  Di- 
onyfius  became  the  rule  of  the  whole  weftem  church  for  feveral 
Hges  after;  and,  it  being  ftill  the  rule  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire^ 
land,  and  all  the  dominions  belonging  to  them,  it  will  be  ufeful 
for  the  Englilh  reader  to  know  the  particulars  of  it.  They  are 
as  followeth  :  i.  That  Eafler  is  a  feftival  annually  obferved  in 
commemoration  of  Chrift's  refurreclion.  2.  That  Sunday  be- 
ing the  day  on  which  it  is  weekly  commemorated,  that  day 
of  the  week  is  the  fitted  always  to  be  the  day  on  which  the  an- 
imal commemoration  of  it  is  to  be  folemnized.  3.  That  there- 
fore this  fellival  be  always  on  a  Sunday.  4.  That  it  be  on  the 
Sunday  next,  after  the  Jewifh  pallover.  5.  That  the  Jewifli 
paffover  being  always  (lain  on  the  14th  day  of  the  firft  vernal 
moon,  by  them  call  Nifan,  the  Chrillinn  Kalier  is  always  to  be 
on  the  next  Sunday  after  the  faid  14th  day  of  that  moon.     6. 

That, 

^  Humphrcdi  Lhuid  Fragrrcnta  Brit.mnlca.     Winn's  Hiflory  cf 
\Vales,  p.  jX. 

t'  Bedae  Ilia.  lib.  3.  c.  25.  &:  lib.  5.  c.  a^. 
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That,  to  avoid  all  conformity  with  the  Jews  in  this  matter, 
though  the  14th  day  of  the  faid  moon  be  on  a  Sunday,  this 
feflival  is  not  to  be  kept  on  that  Sunday,  but  on  the  next  Sun- 
day after.  7.  That  the  firft  vernal  moon  is  that  whofe  14th 
day  (commonly  called  the  14th  moon)  is  either  upon  the  day 
of  the  vernal  equinox,  or  elfe  is  the  next  14th  moon  after  it, 
8.  That  the  vernal  equinox,  according  to  the  council  of  Nice 
(to  the  times  of  which  this  rule  is  calculated),  is  fixed  to  the 
2ift  day  of  March.  9.  That  therefore  the  firft  vernal  moon, 
according  to  this  rule,  is  that,  whofe  14th  day  falls  upon  the 
aift  of  March,  or  elfe  is  the  14th  moon  after.  lo.  That  this 
14th  day  of  the  firft  vernal  moon  being  the  limit  or  boundary 
which  bars  and  keeps  Eafter  always  beyond  it,  fo  that  it  can 
never  happen  before  or  upon  that  day,  but  always  after  it ; 
for  this  reafon  it  is  called  the  pafchal  term.  il.  That  the  next 
Sunday  after  the  pafchal  term  is  always  Eafter  day,  12.  That 
therefore  the  earlieft  pafchal  term  being  the  21ft  of  March, 
the  2  2d  of  March  is  the  earlieft  Eafter  pofllble  ;  and  the  i8th 
of  April  being  the  lateft  pafchal  term  that  can  happen,  the  fe- 
venth  day  after,  that  is,  the  25  th  of  April,  is  the  lateft  Eafter 
pofllble  ;  all  other  Eafters  are  fooner  or  later,  as  the  pafchal 
terras  and  the  next  Sundays  after  them  fall  fooner  or  later, 
within  the  faid  limits.  13.  That  the  earlieft  pafchal  term,  or 
14th  day  of  the  faid  firft  vernal  moon,  being,  according  to  this 
rule,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  the  14th  day  before,  that  is,  the 
eight  of  March,  muft  be  the  earlieft  firft  day  of  this  moon  that 
can  happen  ;  and  the  lateft  pafchal  term  being  the  i8th  of 
April,  the  14th  day  before  that,  that  is,  the  fifth  of  April, 
is  the  lateft  firft  day  of  this  moon  that  can  happen.  All 
other  firft  days  of  this  moon  fall  fooner  or  later  between 
the  faid  eight  day  of  March,  and  the  fifth  of  April  follow- 
ing. 14.  That  the  cycle  of  the  moon,  which  points  to  us 
the  golden  number,  always  fiiews  us,  which  is  the  fivft  day  of 
the  pafchal  moon,  and,  confequently,  which  is  the  14th  day  of 
the  fame  ;  and  the  cycle  of  the  fun,  which  points  to  us  the  do- 
minical Jeter,  always  ftiews  us,  which  is  the  next  Sunday  af- 
ter. And  therefore,  when  you  know  what  is  the  golden  num- 
ber, and  what  is  the  dominical  letter  of  the  year,  the  follow- 
ing fcheme  will  fully  ferve  to  tell  you  when  Eafter  will  fall, 
according  to  this  rule,  in  any  yesr  for  ever. 
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In  this  fchefne,  the  firft  column  contains  the  numbers  that 
in  the  kalendar  of  our  Common  Prayer-book  are  called  the 
primes,  which  are  the  golden  numbers  that  point  out  to  us  the 
new  nnoons.  The  fecond  column  gives  the  days  of  the  month. 
The  third  contains  the  golden  numbers,  which  point  out  ^o  us 
the  palchal  terms,  or  the  14th  day  of  the  fiull  vernal  moon,  (i.e. 
the  day  on  which  the  Jews  (lew  their  pallover).  The  fourth 
column  gives  the  dominical  letters.  zVnd  the  laft,  tlie  old  Ro- 
man kalendar.  Every  number  of  the  prime  fhews,  that,  in  the 
year  when  tliat  is  the  golden  number,  the  new  moon  is  accord- 
ing to  the  calculation  of  this  form  on  the  day  of  the  month 
over  agaiaft  which  it  u  placuJ.     And  every  number  in  the 

third 
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third  column  fhews,  that  in  the  year  when  that  is  the  golden 
number,  the  pafchal  term  is  on  the  day  of  the  month  ovef 
againll  which  it  is  placed.  The  dominical  letters  tell  us, 
when  is  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  pafchal  term  on  which 
Eafter  begins.  And  the  Roman  kaler-dar  Ihews  us,  on  what 
day  thereof  each  particular  above-mentioned  happens. 

And  therefore,  obferving  thefe  particulars,  when  you  would 
find  out  in  any  year  on  what  day  Eafter  falls  in  it,  run  down 
your  eye  in  the  firft  column  from  the  8th  of  March  (which  is 
the  earlieft  firft  day  that  can  happen  of  the  firft  vernal  moon), 
till  you  come  to  that  number  in  it  which  is  the  golden  num- 
ber of  the  year,  and  that  number  tells  you,  that  the  day  of 
the  month  over  againft  which  it  is  placed  is  the  firft  of  that 
moon.  And  then  running  down  your  eye  in  the  third  column, 
till  you  come  to  the  fame  golden  number  in  that  column,  that 
number  tells  you,  that  the  day  of  the  month  over  againft  which 
it  is  placed,  is  the  pafchal  term,  that  is,  the  14th  day  of  that 
moon  (as  by  numbering  from  that  which  is  the  fame  golden 
number  in  the  firft  column  you  will  find).  And  then  running 
down  your  eye  from  thence  in  the  fourth  column  (which  is 
the  column  of  the  dominical  letters),  till  you  come  to  the  do- 
minical letter  of  the  year,  that  letter  tells  you,  that  the  day  * 
of  the  month  over  againft  which  it  is  placed  is  the  next  Sun- 
day after  the  faid  pafchal  term,  and  that  Sunday  is  the  Eafter 
of  the  year.  As,  for  example,  if  you  would  know  on  what 
day  Eafter  falls  in  this  prefent  year  1716,  run  down  your  eye 
in  the  firft  column,  till  you  come  to  the  number  7,  (which  is 
the  golden  number  of  that  year)  ;  which  being  placed  over 
againft  the  17th  of  March,  it  tells  you  thereby,  that  this  17th 
of  March  is  the  firft  day  of  the  firft  vernal  moon  of  this  year. 
And  from  thence  run  down  your  eye  in  the  third  column,  till 
you  come  to  the  fame  number  of  7  in  that  column,  which  be- 
ing placed  over  againft  the  30th  of  March,  it  tells  you  thereby^ 
that  this  is  the  14th  day  of  that  moon  (as  you  will  find  by 
numbering  from  the  faid  17th  day,  which  was  the  firft  of  this 
moon)  or  the  pafchal  term  of  the  year.  And  then  run  down 
your  eye  from  thence  in  the  fourth  column,  (which  is  the  co- 
lumn of  the  dominical  letters)  till  you  come  to  the  letter  G 
(which  is  the  dominical  letter  of  the  year),  which  being  pla- 
ced over  againll  the  firft  of  April,  it  tells  you  thereby,  that 
this  day  is  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  faid  pafchal  term,  and 
therefore  is  the  Sunday  on  which  Eafter  is  to  be  folemnized 
this  year.  And  fo,  in  like  manner,  if  you  would  know  when 
Eafter  will  fall  in  the  year  I7i7,'8  being  the  golden  number 
of  the  year,  and  placed  in  the  column  of  the  primes  over  againft 

tho 
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the  5th  of  April,  it  fliews  that  to  be  the  firft  day  of  the  firft 
vernal  moon  of  that  year.  And  the  fame  manner  in  the  third 
column,  being  placed  over  againll  the  i8th  of  April,  it  fhews 
that  to  be  the  pafchal  term  of  the  year.  And  the  letter  F  be- 
ing the  dominical  letter  of  the  year,  and  the  next  F  after,  in 
the  fourth  column,  being  placed  over  againll  the  21ft  of  April, 
this  fhews  that  tiie  21ft  of  April  is  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  faid 
pafchal  term,  and  therefore  is  the  Sunday  on  which  Eafter  is 
to  be  obferved  in  that  year.  And  fo,  by  the  like  method,  may 
be  found  out,  when  Eafter,  according  to  this  form,  will  fall 
in  any  year  for  ever  :  and  hereby  not  only  the  rule,  but  alfo 
the  reafon  of  the  thing,  may  be  feen  both  together  at  the  fame 
time.  And  the  fame  may  be  done  by  the  kalendar  in  the 
Common  Prayer-book,  though  the  third  column  of  this  fcheme 
be  there  wanting.  For  you  having  there  found,  by  the  me- 
thod mentioned,  the  firft  day  of  the  firft  vernal  moon,  number 
down  from  thence  to  the  14th  day  after,  and  there  you  have 
the  pafchal  term  ;  and  the  next  Sunday  after  (which  you  will 
know  by  the  dominical  letter  of  the  year)  is  Eafter  Sunday. 

But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  21ft  of  March  is  not  the  true 
equinox,  but  only  that  which  was  the  true  equinox  at  the  time 
of  the  Nicene  council  (which  was  held  A.  D.  325)  ;  fmce 
that  time  the  true  equinox  hath  anticipated  the  Nicene  equinox 
1 1  days.  For  the  Julian  folar  year  which  we  reckon  by,  exceed^ 
ing  the  true  tropical  folar  yearn  minutes,  this  excefs  in  130 
years  makes  a  day,  and  almoft  11  times  130  years  having  hap- 
pened lince  the  time  of  that  council  to  this  prefent  year  1716, 
the  true  equinox  now  falls  il  days  before  tlTerNicene  equinox. 
And  fo,  in  like  manner,  it  hath  happened  to  the  primes,  that  is, 
the  golden  numbers,  or  the  numbers  of  the  19  years  cycle  of 
the  moon,  in  the  firft  column  of  the  kalendar  in  our  Common 
Prayer-book.  For  they  are  placed  there  to  ftiew,  that  the  days 
of  the  month  over  againft  which  they  ftand  in  that  kalendar,  are 
the  new  moons  in  thofe  years  ia  which  they  are  the  golden 
numbers,  and  they  truly  did  fo  at  the  time  of  the  council  of 
Nice.  But  in  every  one  of  the  19  years  cycles  of  the  golden 
immbers,  called  thecycles  of  the  moon,  the  Julian  folar  reckon- 
ing exceeding  the  true  lunar  reckoning  an  hour  and  almoft  an 
half,  this  hour  and  an  half  in  304  years  making  a  day,  and  four 
times  304  years  and  above  half  304  years  more,  having  now  pall- 
ed fince  that  council,  this  hath  caufed  that  the  true  new  moons 
now  happen  four  days  and  an  half  before  the  new  moons  marked 
by  the  primes  in  the  faid  kalendar  of  our  Common  Prayer-book. 
And  therefore,  if  you  would  have  the  true  equinox  by  that  ka- 
lendar, you  muft  dedu£l  as  many  days  from  the  21ft  of  March 

as 
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as  there  hath  been  the  number  of  130  years  fince  the  council 
of  Nice,  and  that  will  bring  3'ou  back  to  the  true  time  of  the 
'  equinox  in  this  or  any  other  year  wherein  it  fhall  be  fought 
for.  And  fo,  in  like  manner,  if  you  would  have  the  true  time 
of  the  new  moon  by  the  fame  kalendar  in  every  month,  you 
muft  dedu£t  as  many  days  from  the  days  of  the  month  which 
the  primes  mark  out  for  the  new  moons,  as  there  are  the  num- 
ber of  304  years  in  the  number  of  years  which  are  now,  from 
the  time  of  the  faid  council,  elapfed,-  that  is,  four  days  and  an 
half;  and  this  will  lead  you  back  to  the  true  time  of  the  new 
moon  in  any  month  of  the  year  wherein  you  fliall  feek  to  know 
it.  As,  for  example,  in  this  year  1716,  the  number  7  (which 
is  the  golden  number  of  the  year,  as  placed  in  the  column  of 
the  primes  in  the  month  of  June)  points  out  to  us  the  13th  day 
of  the  month  for  the  new  moon  ;  deduft  from  it  four  days  and 
an  half,  and  that  will  carry  you  back  to  the  8th  of  June,  which 
is  the  true  new  moon  ;  and  fo  likewife,  in  this  method,  you. 
may  know  by  the  fame  kalendar  on  what  day  the  new  moon 
fhall  happen  in  any  month  or  year  for  ever.  And  thus  far  the 
explication  of  the  Jewiih  cycle  of  84  years:  and  the  account  of 
that  controverfy  about  it,  which  was  raifed  in  this  land  among 
our  EngliOi  anceftors,  hath  led  me,  I  fear,  into  too  long  a  di«. 
greffion.     To  return,  therefore,  to  our  hiflory. 

Nicanor,  having  received  orders  from  Demetrius  again  tore- 
new  the  war  againft  the  Jews,  as  hath  been  above 
mentioned,  ^  came  with  his  forces  to  Jerufalem,     "^"P^  J?'' 
and  there  thought  by  craft  and  treachery  to  have     cab^us  6 
gotten  Judas  into  his  power.  For,  havincr  invited 
him  to  a  conference,  Judas,   relying  on  the  late  peace,  com- 
plied with  him  herein,  and  came  to  the  place  appointed:  but^ 
finding  that  an  ambufh  was  there  laid   treacheroufly  to  take 
him,  he  fled  from  his  prefence :  and  after  this  all  confidence  was 
broken,  and  the  war  was  again  begun  between  them.  Thefirfl 
aclion  hereof  was  at  Capharfalama  ;  in  which  Nicanor  having 
loft  5000  of  his  men,   retreated  with   the  reft  to  Jerufalem  ; 
where,  being  much  enraged  by  reafon  of  the  defeat,  ^  he  firft 
vented  his  wrath  on  Razis,  an  eminent  and  honourable  fenator 
of  the  Jewifli  fenate  called  the  fanhedrim.  For,  finding  that  he 
was  much  honoured  and  beloved   by  the  Jews,  not  only  by 
reafcn  of  his  fteady  and  confiant  perfeverance  in  his  religion 
through  the  worft  of  times,  but  alio  becaufe  of  the  good  and 
kind  offices  which  he  was  ready  on  all   occafions  to   do  his 
people,  Nicanor  thought  it  would  be  an  aft  of  great  difpleafure 

and 

*  I  Maccab.  vii.  17—22.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib,  13.  c.  7. 

^  a  Maccab.  xiv.  37—46. 
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and  defplte  to  the  Jews,  to  have  him  cut  off;  and  therefore 
fent  out  a  party  of  5C0  men  to  take  him,  with  intent  to  put 
him  to  death.  But  Razis,  being  at  a  caftle  of  his  which  he  had 
in  the  country,  there  defended  himfelf  againfl  them  for  fome 
time  with  great  valour :  but  at  length,  finding  he  could  hold 
out  no  longer,  he  fell  upon  his  own  fword  ;  but,  the  wound 
not  killing  him,  he  caft  himfelf  headlong  over  the  battlements 
of  the  turret  whereon  he  fought ;  and,  finding  himfelf  alive 
after  that  alfo,  he  thrufl-his  hand  into  his  wound,  and,  pull- 
ing out  his  bowels,  caft  them  upon  the  affailants,  and  fo  died. 
The  Jews  for  this  reckoned  him  a  martyr ;  but  ^  St  Auftin, 
in  his  epiftle  to  Dulcitius,  condemns  the  fad  as  felf-murder, 
and  there  gives  reafons  for  it  that  cannot  be  anfwered. 

After  this  Nicanor^went  up  into  the  mountain  of  the  temple, 
and  there  demanded  that  Judas  and  his  hoft  fhould  be  deliver- 
ed to  him,  threatening,  that,  unlefs  this  were  done,  he  would, 
on  his  return,  pull  down  the  altar,  and  burn  the  temple,  and, 
inftead  of  it,  build  a  temple  to  Bacchus  in  the  fame  place  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  fpoke  many  other  blafphemous  words, 
both  againft  the  temple  and  the  God  of  Ifrael  that  was  wor- 
fhipped  in  it ;  which  fent  all  that  wiftied  well  to  Zion  to  their 
prayers  againft  him,  and  they  were  heard  with  thorough  ef- 
fe6l.  For,  immediately  after,  ^  Nicanor,  marching  out  with 
his  forces  againft  Judas,  and  coming  to  a  battle  with  him,  was 
flain  in  the  firft  onfet  •,  whereon  the  whole  army  caft  away 
their  arms  and  fled  ;  and  all  the  country  rifing  upon  them  as 
they  endeavoured  to  efcape,  cut  them  all  off  to  a  man,  there 
not  being  of  his  whole  army,  which  confifted  of  35,000  men, 
as  much  as  one  left  to  carry  the  news  of  this  defeat  to  An- 
tioch.  Judas  and  his  forces,  returning  from  the  purfuit  again 
to  the  field  of  battle,  took  the  fpoils  of  the  flain,  and,  having 
found  the  body  of  Nicanor,  they  cut  off"  his  head,  and  alfo  his 
right-hand,  vvhich  he  had  ftretched  out  fo  proudly  in  his 
threatenings  againft  the  te-r.ple,  and  hanged  them  up  upon 
one  of  the  tow^ers  of  Jerufalem.  This  vid:ory  was  obtained 
on  the  13th  of  the  Jewilh  month  Adar ;  and,  it  being  a  day 
of  great  deliverance  to  Ifrael,  they  rejoiced  greatly  in  it,  and 
ordained,  that  it  ftiould  ever  after  be  obferved  as  an  anniver- 
fary  day  of  thankfgiving  in  commemoration  of  this  mercy  ; 
and  they  fo  keep  it  even  to  this  prcfent  time,  by  the  name  of 
the  day  of  Nicanor.  And  here  endeth  the  hiftory  of  the  fecond 
book  of  the  Maccabees. 

Judas, 

^  Epifl.  6t.  Vide  etiam  eundem  in  libro  fecundo  contra  Gaudentium. 

^  I  Maccab.  vii.  33— 38.     a  Maccab.  xiv.  31— 36.     Joleph.  Antiq, 
iib.  12.  c.  17. 

*^  I  Maccab.  vii.  34—^0.   o,  Maccab. xv.  1—36.    Jofephus,  ibid. 
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Judas,  having  fome  refpite  after  this  vidtory,  ^  fent  an  em- 
baify  to  the  Romans  ;  for,  having  heard  of  their  power, 
prowefs,  and  policy,  he  was  delirous  of  making  a  league  with 
them,  hoping  thereby  to  receive  fome  proteclion  and  relief 
againft  the  oppreffion  of  the  Syrians  :  and  therefore,  for  this 
end,  he  made  choice  of  Jafon,  the  fon  of  Eleazar,  and  Eupole- 
mus,  the  fon  of  that  John,  ^  who,  in  a  like  embafly  to  Seleucu3 
Philopater,  obtained  from  him  a  grant  of  all  thofe  privileges 
for  the  Jews  which  Antiochus  Epiphanes  would  have  after- 
wards aboliftied,  and  fent  them  to  Rome,  where  they  were 
kindly  received  by  the  fenate,  and  a  decree  was  made,  that 
the  Jews  ihoukl  be  acknowledged  as  friends  and  allies  of  the 
Romans,  and  a  league  of  mutual  defence  be  thenceforth  efta- 
bliflied  between  them.  And  a  letter  was  written  from 
them  to  Demetrius,  ^  requiring  him  to  defift  from  any  more 
vexing  the  Jews,  and  threatening  him  with  war  if  he  fhould 
not  comply  herewith.  But,  before  this  letter  was  delivered,  or 
the  ambafladors  returned  with  the  decree  of  the  fenate  to  Je- 
rufalem,  Judas  was  dead. 

For  Demetrius,  having  received  an  account  of  the  defeat 
and  death  of  Nicanor,  ^  fent  Bacchides,  with  Alcimus,  the 
fecond  time,  into  Judea,  at  the  head  of  a  very  potent  army, 
made  up  of  the  prime  forces  and  flower  of  his  militia.  Judas, 
on  the  coming  of  this  army  into  Judea,  had  no  more  than  3000 
men  with  him  to  oppofe  them  ;  who,  being  terrified  with  the 
ilrength  and  number  of  the  enemy,  deferted  their  general,  all 
to  800  men  :  yet  with  thefe  few  Judas,  out  of  an  over  excefs 
of  valour  and  confidence,  dared  engage  the  numerous  army  of 
the  adverfary  ;  but,  being  overborne  by  their  numbers,  was 
llain  in  tlie  confli6l ;  for  which  all  Judah  and  Jerufalem  made 
great  lamentation ;  and  Jonathan  and  Simon  his  brothers, 
taking  up  his  dead  body,  buried  him  honourably  at  Modin, 
in  the  fepulchre  of  his  forefathers. 

The  apoilates,  and  others  who  were  ill  aiFe^led  to  the  true 
intereft  and  peace  of  their  country,   ^  took  the  advantage  of 

this 

*  T  Maccab.  viii.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  12.  c.  17. 

^  2  Maccab.  iv.  ti. 

■^  I  Miccab.  viii.  41.  4».  Juftin.  lib.  36.  c.  -^.  The  words  of  Juftin 
in  this  place  are.  *  A  Demetrio  cum  defeciflent  Judasi,  atnicitia  Roma- 
rorum  petita,  primi  omnium  ex  Orientalibus  libertatem  receperunt,  fa- 
cile tunc  Pvomanis  de  alieno  largientibus ;'  i.  e.  '  The  Jews,  when  they 
revolted  from  Demetrius,  having  longht  the  friendfhip  of  the  Romans, 
were  the  firfl:  of  the  nations  of  the  Eaft  that  regained  their  liberty,  the 
Romans  at  that  time  eafily  giving  to  others  of  that  which  was  not  their 
own/ 

<i  I  Maccab.  ix.  i— 22.    Jofeph.  lib.  12.  c.  19. 
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this  lofs  to  lift  their  heads  again,  and  a6l  according  to  their 
evil  inclinations  in  all  parts  of  the  land,  and  hereby  created 
great  difturbances  in  it.  And,  moreover,  a  very  grievous  fa- 
mine happened  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  prevailing  faftion 
having  gotten  mod  of  the  provifions  of  the  land  into  their 
power,  this  caufed  great  revoltings  among  the  people,  that  fo 
thereby  they  might  come  at  bread.  And  by  this  means  Alci- 
mus  and  his  party  greatly  increafing  in  ftrength,  got  the  whole 
land  into  their  power  ;  and  thereon  the  government  being  in 
all  places  put  into  the  hands  of  wicked  men,  great  inquifition 
and  fearch  was  made  for  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  Mac- 
cabseans  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  could  be  taken,  being  brought 
to  Bacchides,  were  put  to  death  with  all  manner  of  cruelty  and 
indignity  :  by  reafon  whereof  there  was  fore  affliftion  and 
great  diftrefs  in  Ifrael,  fuch  as  had  not  been  from  the  days  of 
the  prophets  that  returned  from  the  Babylonifh  captivity  to 
that  time,  not  excepting  even  the  perfecuting  times  of  An- 
tiochus  Epiphanes.  Whereon,  *  for  the  remedy  of  this  great 
evil  and  mifery,  all  that  wifhed  well  to  Zion  flocked  to  Jona- 
tlian,  and  made  him  their  captain  :  and  he  thereon  taking  the 
government  upon  him,  rofe  up  in  the  place  of  Judas  his  bro- 
ther, and  got  forces  together  to  refifl  the  enemy:  which  Bacchi- 
des hearing  of,  endeavoured  to  have  gotten  him  into  his  power, 
that  he  might  put  him  to  death  :  whereon  Jonathan,  and  Si- 
mon his  brother,  with  thofe  that  were  with  him,  fled  into  the 
wildernefs  of  Tekoa,  and  there  encamped  near  the  river  of 
Jordan,  where  being  furrounded  with  a  morafs  on  the  one 
flde,  and  the  river  on  the  other,  they  could  not  be  eafily  come 
at.  But,  that  they  might  the  better  fecure  their  goods  and 
baggage  from  all  the  events  of  war,  ^  they  fent  all  their  car- 
riages, under  the  condu6l  of  John,  the  brother  of  Jonathan  and 
Simon,  to  their  friends  the  Nabatheans,  to  be  depofited  with 
them,  till  they  fliould  be  in  a  better  condition  again  to  receive 
them.  But,  while  John  was  on  his  way  thither,  the  Jambrians, 
a  tribe  of  tlie  Arabs  then  living  at  Medaba,  formerly  a  city  of 
the  Moabites,  ifl'ued  out  from  thence  upon  him,  and,  having 
flain  him,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him,  took  all  that  they 
had,  and  carried  it  away  for  a  prey. 

Not  long  after,  ^  Jonathan  and  Simon,  underllanding  that 
a  great  rnanigge  was  to  be  folemnized  at  Medaba  between  one 
of  the  chief  men  of  the  Jambrians  and  a  daughter  of  one  of 
the  prime  nobles  of  Canaan,  and,  having  gotten  notice  of  the 

day 

*  I  Maccab.ix.  a3--.33.    Jofcph.  Antiq.  lib.  ij.  c.  la 
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day,  when  the  bride  was  to  be  conduced  home  to  her  bride- 
groom, way-laid  them  in  the  mountains;  from  whence  having 
a  full  light  of  the  bride's  being  carried  on  with  great  pomp 
and  attendance,  and  the  bridegroom's  marching  out  with  like 
pomp  to  meet  and  receive  her,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  both 
companies  were  joined  together,  they  rofe  up  againll  them 
from  the  place  where  they  lay  in  ambulh,  and  flew  them  all, 
excepting  only  fome  few  that  efcaped  by  flying  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  took,  all  their  fpoils ,  and,  having  thus  revenged 
the  death  of  their  brother,  returned  again  to  their  former 
camp.  Of  which  Bacchides  ^  having  received  intelligence, 
marched  chither  againft  them,  and,  having  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  pafs  that  led  to  their  encampment,  alTaulted  them 
in  it  on  the  fabbath  day,  expelling  then  to  find  no  reliftance 
from  them,  becaufe  of  the  religious  veneration  which,  he  un- 
derltood,  they  had  for  that  day.  But  Jonathan,  reminding 
his  people  of  the  determination  that  was  made  in  this  cafe  in 
the  time  of  Mattathias  his  father,  exhorted  them  valiantly  to 
refill:  the  enemy,  when  thus  prelTed  to  it  by  necefTity,  notwith-. 
Handing  it  was  the  fabbath  day  ;  and  all  accordingly  complied 
herewith,  and,  in  defence  of  themfelves,  flew  of  the  alTailants 
about  1000  men  ;  but,  finding  that  they  mult  at  length  be 
overpowered  by  their  numbers,  they  cafl  themfelves  into  the 
river  Jordan,  and  fwam  over  to  the  other  fide,  and  fo  efcaped. 
For  Bacchides,  purfuing  them  no  further,  returned  again  to 
Jerufalem,  where  having  given  order  for  the  fortifying  of 
feveral  cities  and  flrong  holds  throughout  Judea,  in  places 
beft  convenient  for  it,  he  put  flrong  garrifons  in  them,  that  he 
might  thereby  the  better  keep  the  country  in  fubjedion,  and 
the  eafier  fupprefs  all  thofe  of  the  contrary  party  that  fhould 
rife  up  againft  him.  And  efpecially  he  took  care  to  well  re^ 
pair  and  fortify  the  fortrefs  of  Mount  Acra  in  Jerufalem, 
and,  having  furniflied  it  v»ith  men  and  provifions,  he  took  of 
the  children  of  the  chief  men  of  the  country,  and  put  them 
into  it,  ordering  them  there  to  be  kept  as  hoftages  for  the  fi- 
delity of  their  fathers  and  friends  ;  and  fo  ended  the  year. 

In  the  next  year  after  ^  died  Alcimus,  the  great  troubler 
of  Ifrael.  For,  after  having,  by  the  power  of 
Bacchides,  fully  eftabliftied  himfelf  in  the  pontifi-  f^"nTtl^n°*i 
catc,  he  fet  himfelf  to  make  feveral  alterations  for 
the  corrupting  of  the  then  well  fettled  ftate  of  the  Jewiih  re- 
ligion, in  order  to  the  bringing  of  it  to  a  nearer  agreement 
with  the  Heathen.  And  whereas,  round  the  fan^luary,  there 
•   Vol.  III.  S  was 
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was  built,  by  the  order  of  the  later  prophets  Haggai  and  Ze- 
chariah,  a  low  wall  or  inclofure,  called  the  ^  Chel,  to  ferve  for 
the  feparating  of  the  holy  part  of  the  mountain  of  the  houfe 
from  the  unholy  j  and  the  rule  was,  that  within  this  no  un- 
circumcifed  perfonwas  ever  to  enter;  Alcimus,  in  order  to  take 
away  this  diftindion,  and  give  the  Gentile  equal  liberty  with 
the  Jews  to  pafs  into  the  inner  courts  of  the  temple,  ordered 
this  wall  of  partition  to  be  pulled  down.  But,  while  it  was 
a-doing,  he  was  fmitten  by  the  hand  of  God  with  a  palfy,  and 
fuddenly  died  of  it. 

When  ^  Bacchides  faw  that  Alcimus  was  dead,  for  whofe 
fake  he  came  into  Judea,  he  returned  again  to  Antioch  ;  and 
the  land  was  quiet  from  all  moleftations  of  the  Syrians  for  two 
years.  It  is  moll  likely  Demetrius  had  by  this  time  received 
the  letters  that  were  fent  to  him  from  the  Romans  in  behalf 
of  the  Jews,  and  thereupon  gave  Bacchides  orders  to  furceafe 
his  vexations  of  that  people ;  and  that  it  was  in  obedience  to 
thofe  orders,  that,  on  the  death  of  Alcimus,  he  took  that  oc- 
cafion  to  leave  that  country. 

For  ^  Demetrius,  about  this  time  labouring  all  he  could  to 
get  the  Romans  to  favour  him,  was  now  more  than  ordinary 
cautious  not  to  give  them  any  offence ;  and  therefore  was  the 
more  ready  to  comply  with  any  thing  they  fliould  delire.  It 
hath  been  before  related  in  what  manner  he  fled  from  Rome, 
when  he  w^as  an  hoftage  there,  and  how,  contrary  to  the  mind 
of  the  fenate,  he  feized  Syria,  and  flew  Antiochus  Eupator, 
whom  they  had  confirmed  in  that  kingdom,  and  there  reigned 
in  his  (lead ;  for  which  reafon  they  being  much  difpleafed  with 
liim,  had  not  as  yet  fainted  him  king,  nor  renewed  the  league 
with  him  which  they  had  made  with  his  predeceflfors.  This 
Demetrius  was  very  felicitous  to  have  done ;  and,  in  order 
thereto,  was  at  this  time  making  ufe  of  all  methods  to  gain 
their  favour  :  and  therefore,  hearing  that  the  Romans  had 
then  three  ambaflfadors  atthe  court  of  Ariarathes  king  of  Cap- 
padocia,  he  fentMenochares,  one  of  his  prime  minifl:ers,  thither 
to  treat  with  him  about  this  matter;  and,  on  his  return,  finding, 
by  the  report  which  he  made  of  what  paflfed  in  this  treaty, 
that  the  good  oflices  of  thefe  ambafladors  were  abfolutely  ne-> 
ceflTary  for  the  gaining  of  his  point,  lie  fent  again  to  them,  firft 
into  Pamphylia,  and  after  that  again  to  Rhodes,  promifing 
every  thing  they  fliould  defire,  and  never  leaving  foliciting  and 
preflfmg  them,  till  at  length,  by  their  interpofition,  all  was  grant- 
ed him  that  he  folicited  for;    and  the  Romans  acknowledged 

him 
*  See  Lighlfoot  of  the  Temple,  c.  17, 
I)  I  Maccab.ix.  57. 
^  iVyb.  legal,  izo.  p.  952. 
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him  for  king  of  Syria,  and  renewed  the  leagues  of  his  prede- 
ceffors  with  him. 

Whereon,  the  next  year  after,  ^he  fent  the  fame  Menochares, 
with  others,  in  a  folemn  embafly  to  Rome,  for 
the  further  cuUivating  of  their  friendfhip  with  y  "^"/j^  ^^^' 
him.  They  carried  thither  a  crown  of  gold, 
of  the  value  of  10,000  gold  pieces  of  money,  for  a  prefent  to  the 
fenate,  in  acknowledgement  of  the  kind  and  free  entertain- 
ment he  had  received  from  them,  while  he  was  an  hoftage  at 
Rome  with  them.  And  they  alfo  brought  with  them  Lep- 
tines  and  Ifocrates,  to  be  delivered  into  their  hands,  for  the 
death  of  Odlavius.  I  have  above  related,  how  this  Leptines 
flew  Odtavius  at  Laodicea  in  Syria,  while  he  was  in  that  coun- 
try, on  an  embafly  from  the  Romans.  Ifocrates  was  a  talka- 
tive Greek,  and  by  profeflion  a  grammarian ;  he  being  then 
in  Syria  when  this  murder  v/as  committed,  undertook,  on  all 
occafions,  to  fpeak  in  the  juftification  of  it ;  for  which  reafon, 
being  taken  into  cuftody,  he  grew  diflradted,  and  fo  continued 
ever  after.  But  there  was  no  occafion  of  feizing  Leptines  ; 
he  freely  offered  himfelf,  to  go  to  Rome,  there  to  anfwer  for 
the  fad,  and  accordingly,  without  any  conftraint,  accompa- 
nied the  ambalTadors  thither ;  and  although  he  conftantly  owned 
the  fadl :  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  as  confidently  affured  him- 
felf, he  fhould  fufFer  no  hurt  from  the  Romans  for  it ;  and  fo 
it  accordingly  happened.  As  to  the  ambalTadors,  the  fenate 
received  them  with  due  refpe6ts,  and  kindly  accepted  of  the 
prefent  they  brought,  but  would  not  meddle  with  the  perfons. 
The  taking  vengeance  of  thefe  two  men,  they  thought,  was 
too  fmall  a  fatisfa6lion  for  the  murder  of  their  ambaffador ;  and 
therefore  they  kept  that  matter  ftill  upon  the  fame  foot,  refer-* 
ving  to  themfelves  the  further  inquiry  into  it,  and  the  demand 
from  the  whole  nation  of  the  Syrians  (on  whom  in  general 
they  charged  the  guilt^  of  fuch  fatisfadion,  as,  on  a  full  and 
thorough  cognizance  of  the  caufe,  fhould  be  judged  adequate 
to  it. 

About  this  time  ^  Holophernes,  the  pretended  elder  bro- 
ther of  Ariarathes  king  of  Cappadocia,  laying  claim  to  that 
kingdom,  came  to  Demetrius  to  folicit  his  help  for  the  reco- 
vering of  it.  Ariarathes  the  father  had  to  his  wife  Antiochis, 
the  daughter  of  Antiochus  the  Great,  king  of  Syria.     She  ^ 

S  2  having, 

*  Polyb.  legat.  izz.  p.  95 4^  955*  Appian.  in  Syriacis.  Diodor.  Sic. 
legat.  25. 

b  Polyb.  lib.  3.  p.  161.  Appian.  in  Syriacis.  Juilin.  lib.  35.  c.  i.  Epit. 
Livii,  lib.  47. 

*■  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  31.  apud  Photium  in  Biblioth.  cod.  244*  P«  ii6q. 
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having  lived  fome  years  v^ithout  children,  and  therefore  be- 
lieving that  (he  fliould  never  have  any,  to  help  the  matter, 
feigned  herfelf  to  be  with  child,  and  thereon  pretending  to 
be  delivered  iirft  of  one  fon,  and  afterwards  again  of  another 
by  the  fame  trick,  (be  thus  brought  in  two  fuppofitious  chil- 
dren to  be  heirs  of  the  royal  family ;  the  firft  of  which  was 
called  Ariarathes,  and  the  other  Holophernes.  By  which  it 
appears,  that  the  bringing  in  of  falfe  births  for  the  inheriting 
of  crowns  is  not  a  new  thing  in  the  world.  But  after,  the 
queen  proving  truly  to  be  with  child,  and  being  delivered  with- 
out fraud,  firft  of  one  daughter,  and  next  of  another,  and  in  the 
laft  place  of  a  fon,  Ihe  confeffed  the  whole  deceit.  Whereon, 
that  the  falfe  fons  might  not  be  heirs,  to  the  wrong  of  the  true, 
they  were  fent  away  into  foreign  parts,  the  eldeft  of  them  to 
Kome,  and  the  other,  which  was  this  Holophernes,  into  Ionia, 
with  fums  of  money  fufiicient  there  to  educate  and  maintain 
them.  And  the  true  fon,  at  firft  called  Mithridates,  thence- 
forth taking  his  father's  name,  was  declared  his  true  heir  ;  and 
accordingly,  after  his  de?!th,  fucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom. 
And  this  is  that  Ariarathes,  king  of  Cappadocia,  of  whom  we 
now  fpeak,  and  againft  whom  Holophernes  made  the  claim  I 
have  mentioned.  Demetrius  had  not  long  before  ^  oiFered 
him  his  fifter  Laodice  in  marriage ;  but,  fhe  having  been  wi- 
dow to  Perfeus  king  of  Macedon,  an  enemy  to  the  Romans, 
and  Demetrius  himfelf  not  being  yet  in  good  grace  with 
them,  Ariarathes  feared  he  might,  by  this  match,  give  them 
offence ;  and  therefore  rejedled  the  offer.  This  Demetrius 
refented  ;  and,  while  he  was  under  thefe  rcfentments,,  Holo- 
phernes came  to  him  :  and  therefore,  having  eafily  obtained 
his  affiftance,  by  the  ftrength  and  power  thereof,  ^  he  expelled 
Ariarathes,  though  affifted  by  Eumenes  king  of  Pergamus, 
■and  reigned  in  his  ftead.  But,  ^  by  his  rapine,  cruelty,  and 
other  mal-adminift  rations,  he  foon  made  himfelf  odious  to  all 
the  people  of  his  kingdom. 

This  affiftance  which  Eumenes  gave  Ariarathes,  was  one 
of  the  laft  a£ts  of  his  life  ;  for  ^  he  died  foon  after,  having 

reigned 

'  Juftin.  lib.  2^.  c.  II.  Diodor.  Sic.  legnt.  24. 

^  JuJtin.  ibid.  Polyb.  lib.  3.  p.  161.  Livii.  Epit.  lib.  47.  Appian.  in 
Syriacis. 

^  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Excerptis  V.ilefii,  p.  r.^S'  .i37-  Polybiiis,  as  cited  by 
Athernsus,  (lib.  10.  p.  440.)  telh  us,  *  That  Holophernes,  king  of  Cap- 
padocia, held  his  kinp;dom  but  a  fliort  time,  becaufe  he  negltded  the 
laws  of  his  country,  and  bvoncht  in  the  drunken  fongs  and  the  difor- 
dcrly  intemperance  of  the  Bacchanals.' 

^  Str.ibo,  lih.  i;.  p.  624.  He  here  faith,  that  Eumenes  reigned  forty- 
^'ine  years ;  but  this  is  a  manifeft  error  in  the  copy  from  whence  the 
l93k  was  printed.    Tor,  rcckonini;  the  years  which  are  faid,  in  the  Ro  - 
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reigned  at  Pergamus  38  years.  By  his  will,  he  bequeathed 
his  kingdom  ^  to  Attalus  his  brother,  who  accordingly  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  it.  ^  He  had  a  (on  by  Stratonice  his  queen, 
filler  to  Ariarathes,  the  king  of  Cappadocia  lad  mentioned  ; 
but  he,  being  an  infant  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  was 
then  incapable  of  adminiftering  the  government  -,  and  there- 
fore Eumenes  rather  chofe  to  put  Attalus  into  the  prefent 
polTeflioii  of  the  crown,  referving  to  his  fon  the  next  fuccellion 
after  him.  And  Attalus  deceived  not  his  expe61:ation  here- 
in ;  for,  after  his  brother's  death,  he  married  his  wife,  and 
took  care  of  his  fon,  and  left  him  his  kingdom  at  his  death, 
after  he  had  reigned  in  it  20  years,  preferring  him  herein  to 
his  own  fons,  for  the  fake  of  that  trufl  which  his  brother  had 
repofed  in  him,  as  will  be  hereafter  related  in  its  proper 
place. 

Jonathan  having  had  two  years  quiet,  and  thereby  brought 
his  affairs  to  fome  fettlement  in  Judea,  ^  the  ad- 
verfe  faftion  being  hereby  excited  with  envy  a-  Tonathan  i. 
gainft  him,  fent  to  the  Syrian  court  at  Antioch, 
and  there  procured  that  Bacchides  was  again  ordered  into 
that  land  with  a  great  army.  The  authors  of  this  mifchief 
propofed  to  feize  Jonathan,  and  all  thofe  of  his  party,  in  one 
and  the  fame  night,  throughout  the  land,  as  foon  as  the  army 
fiiould  .arrive  to  back  them  in  the  enterprife  ;  and  all  things 
were  accordingly  laid  in  order  to  it.  And  therefore  Bacchides, 
on  his  entering  the  borders  of  Judea,  fent  them  letters  to  ap- 
point the  time  for  the  executing  of  the  plot  in  the  manner  as 
Jiad  been  concerted  between  them.  But,  the  delign  being  dif- 
covered,  Jonathan  got  his  forces  together,  ^  feized  50  of  the 
confpirators,  and,  having  put  them  to  death,  thereby  quelled 
all  the  red  ;  and  fo  the  whole  mifchief  that  was  intended 
againft  him,  was  totally  quafhed  and  defeated.  But,  not  being 
if rong  enough  to  Hand  againft  fo  great  a  force  as  Bacchides 

brought 

man  hiftory,  to  have  ehpfed  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Eumenes 
to  the  end  of  the  Per^'amenian  kingdom,  and  dcdudiing  from  them  the 
years  which  Attalus  his  brother,  and  after  him  Attalus  his  fon,  (in  v/hofe 
death  that  kingdom  ceafed)  reigned,  according  to  Strabo,  in  Pergamus 
after  him,  there  will  remain  only  39  years  for  the  reign  of  Eumenes; 
in  the  beginning  of  the  la(t  of  which  he  died,  having  reigned  full  38 
years,  and  entered  only  on  the  beginning  of  the  39th. 

*  Strabo,  ibid.  Plutarch,  in  libro  Tripl  <i>tKuSiXflo!.g. 

^  I  Maccab.  ix.  58—61.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  i. 

^  jofephus  relates  the  matter,  as  if  Bacchides  had  put  thofe  50  men 
':o  death  out  of  anger  for  the  difappointment;  but,  according  to  the  firH: 
book  of  Maccabees,  it  can  be  underftood  no  otherwife  than  as  I  have 
r.cre  related  it. 
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brought  againft  him,  *  he  retired  to  Bethbafi,  a  place  ftrongly 
fituated  in  the  wildernefs,  and,  having  well  repaired  its  former 
fortifications,  and  furniflied  it  with  all  things  neceflary,  he 
there  propofed  to  make  defence  againft  the  enemy.     Where- 
on Bacchides  marched  thither  with  all  his  army  to  befiege 
him,  and  called  thither  to  him  all  the  Jews  that  were  in  the 
Syrian  intereft  to  affift  him  herein.     On  his  approach,  Jona- 
than left  Simon  his  brother  with  one  part  of  his  forces  to  de- 
fend the  place,  and  he  with  the  other  part  took  the  field  to 
harafs  the  adverfary  abroad  ;  and  accordingly  he  did  cut  off 
feveral  of  their  parties  as  they  went  out  to  forage,  fmote  and 
deftroyed  others  that  adhered  to  them,  and  fometimes  made 
imprelTions  upon  the  out-fkirts  of  thofe  that  lay  at  the  fiege, 
to  the  difturbing  and  difordering  of  the  whole  army.     And 
at  the  fame  time  Simon  as  valiantly  did  his  part  in  Bethbafi, 
ftrenuoufiy  defending  himfelf  therein,  making  frequent  fallies, 
and  burning  the  engines  of  war  provided  againft  the  place. 
By   ^    v/hich  fuccefs    of  the  two  brothers  Bacchides,  being 
made  weary  of  the  war,  grew  very  angry  with  thofe  who  had 
been  the  authors  of  bringing  him  into  it ;  and,  having  put  fe- 
veral of  them  to  death,  purpofed  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  depart 
the  country  ;   of  which  Jonathan  having  notice,  took  hold  of 
the  opportunity  to  fend  mefifages  to  him  for  an  accommodation ; 
which  Bacchides  gladly  receiving,  made  peace  with  Jonathan 
and   his  party ;  and  all  prifoners  being  thereon  reilored  on 
both  fides,  Bacchides  fwore  that  he  would  never  more  do  any 
harm  to  the  Jews,  as  long  as  he  fhould  live  ;  which  he  accord- 
ingly made  good :  for,  as  foon  as  the  peace  was  ratified  and 
executed  on  both  fides,  he   departed,  and  never   afterwards 
came  any  more  into  that  country.     Whereon  Jonathan  fettled 
in  peace  at  Michmafh,  a  town  lying  to  the  north  of  Jerufa- 
lem  '^  at  the  diftance  of  nine  miles  from  it,  and  there  govern- 
ed Ifrael   according  to  the  lav/,  cut  off  all  that  apoftatized 
from  it,  and  reftored  again  juftice  and  righteoufnefs  in  the 
land,  and  reformed  as  far  as  he  could,  all    that  was  amifs 
either  in  church  or  ftate. 

Ariarathes  being  driven  out  of  his  kingdom  of  Cappadocia  by 
Demetrius  and  Holophernes,  in  the  manner  as 
hath  been  above  related,  **  came  to  Rome  for      [o^nathai/i 
relief.     And  thither  came  alfo  ambafiadors  from 
.Demetrius  and  Holophernes,  to  juftify  what  they  had  done  a- 

gainf^ 

•^  I  Maccah.  ix.  A2— r)8.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  i. 
f^  I  Macc.ib.  ix.  69 — 73.  Jofeph.  Autiq.  lib.  13.  c.  i.  6i  u 
^  Eufebiir  &  >:itronymup. 
»'  ^'olyb.  Icjjat.  ia6.  p.  953. 
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^gainft  him.  Who  being  able  fpeakers,  and  making  their  ap- 
pearance with  great  fplendour  and  fhow  of  riches,  as  coniing 
from  princes  in  pofleffion  of  their  kingdoms,  eafily  overbore, 
by  the  power  of  their  oratory,  and  the  power  of  their  intereft, 
a  poor  exiled  prince  who  had  no  one  elfe  to  fpeak  for  him,  or 
any  other  intereft  to  fupport  him  in  his  caufe,  fave  only  the 
juftnefs  of  it ;  and  therefore  they  obtained  the  determination  of 
the  fenate  on  their  fide  againft  him.  However,  ^  feeing  Aria- 
rathes  had  been  formerly  declared,  and  often  owned  as  a  friend 
and  ally  of  the  Romans,  they  would  not  wholly  difpoffefs  him, 
but  ordered  him  and  Holophernes  to  reign  together.  But  this 
partneriliip  did  not  lad  long  :  for  Holophernes  having,  by  his 
many  mal-adrainiflrations,  utterly  alienated  the  affedtions  of 
the  Cappadocians  from  him,  they  were  all  ready  to  declare 
againft  him  for  Ariaratheson  the  firft  occafionthat  fhould  offer. 
Of  which  Attains  king  of  Pergamus  being  fully  informed,  ^ 
fent  Ariarathes  fuch  affiftance  as  enabled  him  to  drive  Holo- 
phernes out  of  the  country,  and  again  reinftate  himfelf  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  whole  kingdom.  Hereon  Holophernes  retreat- 
ed to  Antioch,  carrying  thither  with  him  a  treafure  fufficient 
to  fupport  him.  For,  before  this  turn  of  his  affairs,  fufpeft- 
ing  that  which  happened,  ^  he  got  together  a  great  fum  of  mo- 
ney, to  the  value  of  400  talents  of  filver,  and  depofed  it  with 
the  ^  Prienians,  among  whom  he  was  bred,  as  a  referve  for  all 
events.  This  money,  Ariarathes,  after  the  recovery  of  his 
kingdom,  demanded  of  the  Prienians,  as  that  which  of  right 
belonged  to  him,  becaufe  raifed  out  of  the  revenues  of  his 
crown.  But  the  Prienians  being  of  old  famous  for  their  juf- 
tice,  refolved  to  make  good  that  chara<51:er  on  this  occafion  ; 
and  therefore  would  not  be  induced  by  any  felicitations  or 
threats  to  pay  him  the  money  ;  but,  though  they  fuifered 
much  both  from  Attalus,  as  well  as  from  Ariarathes,  for  the 
refufal,  continued  true  to  their  truft,  and  reftored  the  whole 
fum  to  Holophernes  ;  and  with  this  money  he  might  have 
lived  in  plenty  and  eafe  at  Antioch,  could  any  thing  lefs  than 
reigning  there  have  contented  him. 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  king  of  Libya  and  Cyrene,  having,  by  his 
ill  and  cruel  management  of  the  government,  and  his  very 

S  4  wicked 

*  Appian.  in  Syriacis.     Zonoras  ex  Dione.    Livii  Epit.  lib.  47. 
^  Polyb.  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  169.    Zonoras  ex  Dione. 

*  Polyb.  in  Excerptis  Valeli i,  p.  lyx.  173. 

d  Priene  v/as  a  city  of  Ionia,  fitu^ted  on  the  north  Tide  of  the  river 
Meander,  over  againft  Myus.  It  was  the  city  of  Bias  the  philolbpher, 
and,  from  the  julVice  pradifed  there  in  his  time,  JuJliUa  Pnencn/is  be? 
cam€  a  proverb.    Strabo,  lib.  14.  p.  636. 
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wicked  and  vicious  condud,  juftly  incurred  the 
Anno  156.  general  dillike  and  odium  of  his  fubjeds  ;  it  hap- 
-^     '  *     pened,  ^  that  fome  of  them,  lying  in  wait  for  him, 

fell  upon  him,  and  wounded  him  in  feveral  places,  thinking  to 
have  flain  liim.  This  he  charged  upon  King  Philometor  his 
brother  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  recovered,  he  went  again  to 
Kome  with  his  complaint  againft  him,  fhewing  the  fenate  the 
fears  of  his  wounds,  and  acculing  him  of  having  employed  the 
alTaffins  from  whom  he  received  them.  And,  although  King 
Philometor  was  ^  a  perfon  of  fo  great  benignity  and  good  na- 
ture, that  of  all  men  living  he  was  the  moll  unlikely  ever  to 
have  given  the  leall  countenance  to  fuch  a  fa£l,  yet  the  fenate, 
by  reafon  of  the  difgull  which  they  had  conceived  againft  him 
for  his  not  fubmitting  to  their  decree  about  Cyprus,  yielded 
fo  eafy  an  ear  to  this  falfe  accufation,  that,  taking  it  all  to  be 
true,  they  would  not  as  much  as  hear  what  the  amballadors 
of  Philometor  had  to  fay  on  their  fide,  for  the  refutation  of 
this  charge ;  but  ordered  them  forthwith  to  be  gone  from 
Rome,  and  then  fent  five  ambaffadors  to  condu6l  Phyfcon  to 
Cyprus,  and  put  him  in  poffelTion  of  that  iiland,  and  wrote  let- 
ters to  their  allies  in  thofe  parts,  to  furnifli  him  v^ith  forces 
for  this  purpofe. 

By  which  means  Phyfcon,  having  gotten  together  an  army 

which  he  thought  fuflicient  for  the  compal^ng  of 
T  ""'^k^-^V      ^^is  defip-n,  landed  with  them  on  the  ifland  for  the 

Jonathan  6.  rr  rr  ^       c  ,  •      r  ^r     r  •        t  ,- 

poiielimg  or  hmiieir  or  it  ;  but,  being  there  ^  en- 
countered by  Philometor,  he  was  vanquilbed  in  battle,  and 
forced  into  Lapitho,  a  city  in  that  ifland  ;  where  being  pur- 
lued,  ilmt  up,  and  befieged,  he  was  at  length  taken  priioner 
in  the  place,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Philometor,  who, 
out  of  his  great  clemency,  dealt  with  him  much  better  than 
he  deferved.  For  though  his  demerits  were  fuch  as  might 
juflly  have  provoked  from  him  the  utmoft  fevcrities,  yet  he 
remitted  all ;  and  not  only  pardoned  him,  when  his  offences 
againft  him  were  fuch  as  every  body  elfe  would  have  judged 

unpardonable. 


"*  Polyb.  I-eg^t.  T32.  p.  961. 

^  Polyb.  in  f::icer7>ti3  V^lcfii,  p.  19 7.  gives  this  chnncl'^r  of  him, 
*  That  he  v.-.is  a  prinre  of  fo  much  clenitncy  ard  benignity,  that  he  did 
never  put  to  death  any  of  his  nobles,  or  as  much  as  any  one  citizen  of 
Alexandiiri  dur.irj;  his  reign.'  And,  although  his  brother  had  many  times 
provoked  him  by  offences,  in  the  highell  degree,  deferving  of  death,  yet 
he  .ihvap  p;irdoned  him,  and  treated  him  ^t  i^o  time  othenvife  than 
with  the  ;dr<.<51:ion  of  a  kind  brother. 

*^  Polyb.  in  lixcerptis  Valefii,  p.  197.  Dicdor.  Sic.  in  Exccrpli^  V.i^ 
i;fii,p.  :.34.  33;.  ■ 
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unpardonable,  but  alfo  reftorcd  to  him  Libya  and  Cjrene,  and 
added  fome  other  territories  to  them,  to  compenfate  for  his 
detaining  Cyprus  from  him  ;  and  hereby  tliC  war  between 
the  two  brothers  was  wholly  ended,  and  never  after  again  re- 
vived ;  the  Romans  being  aihamed,  it  feems,-  any  more  to  op- 
pofe  themfelves  againfl  fo  generous  a  clemency  :  for  there  is 
no  more  mention  from  this  time  of  their  any  further  iiiter- 
pofal  in  this  matter. 

Philometor,  having  thus  finiihed  the  Cyprian  war  againft 
his  brother,  left  the  command  of  that  ifland,  on  his  return  to 
Alexandria,  to  Archias,  one  of  the  chief  of  his  confidents.  But 
he  was  deceived  in  the  man  ;  for  he  liad  not  been  long  in  this 
trull,  ^  ere  he  agreed  with  Denaetrius,  king  of  Syria,  for 
500  talents  to  betray  the  ifland  to  him.  But  difcovery  being 
made  hereof,  he  hanged  himfelf,  to  avoid  the  punilhment  which 
that  treachery  deferved.  He  had  formerly  with  great  fidelity 
adhered  to  his  mailer,  when  he  wastiriven  out  of  his  kingdom, 
and  accompanied  ^  him  to  Rome,  when  he  went  thither  for 
help  in  his  dillrefs.  But  thouah  his  fidelity  was  of  proof  in 
that  cafe,  it  was  not  fo  in  this  other  :  for,  being  a  greedy  man, 
he  could  not  hold  out  againft  money  ;  and  therefore  fold  him-^ 
felf  for  the  fum  I  have  mentioned,  and  perillied  in  the  bargain. 
Demetrius,  giving  himfelf  wholly  up  to  luxury  and  eafe, 
lived  at  this  time  a  very  odd  and  llothf  nl  life.  For, 
having  ^  built  him  a  callle  near  Antioch,  ?.nd  f^^^u^^\ 
ftrongly  fortified  it  with  four  towers,  he  there  Ihut 
liimfelf  up,  and,  calling  off  all  care  of  the  public,  devoted 
himfelf  wholly  to  his  eafe  and  pleafure ;  the  chief  of  which 
lafl  v/as  drinking,  which  he  indulged  to  that  excefs,  that  ^  he 
was  ufually  drunk  for  the  major  part  of  every  day  that  he 
there  lived.  Whereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that  no  petitions  be- 
ing admitted,  no  grievances  redrelTed,  nor  any  jultice  duly  ad~ 
miniftercd,  the  whole  bufmefs  of  the  government  was  at  a 
Hand  ;  which  jufJy  giving  difguft  to  his  fubje61s,  they  enter- 
ed into  aconfpiracy  for  the  depofing  of  him.  And  Holopher- 
nes,  then  living  at  Antioch,  ^  joined  with  them  in  it  againfl 
his  benefaclor,  hoping,^on  the  fuccefs  thereof,  to  afcend  his 
throne,  and  there  reign  in  liis  ftead.  Of  which  difcovery  being 
made,  Holophernes  was  thereon  clapped  up  in  prifon.  For 
Demetrius  thouglit  fit  not  to  put  him  to  death,  that  he  might 
Hill  have  him  in  referve  to  let  Icofe  upon  Ariarathes,  as  future 

occafions 

^  Polyb.  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  T70. 

b  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  32:. 

*=  Joieph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  3. 

^  AthencEus,  lib. 10.  p.  440. 

!'-  J u ill n.  lib.  35.  c.  I, 
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occ^fions  fliould  require.  However,  notwithftanding  this  de- 
teftion,  the  confpiracy  IHII  went  on.  For  Ptolemy,  being  dif- 
gufled  by  Deraetrius's  late  attempt  upon  Cyprus,  and  Attalus 
and  Ariarathes  being  alike  provoked  by  the  wars  which  he 
had  made  upon  them  in  behalf  of  Holophernes,  they  all  three 
joined  together  for  the  encouragement  of  the  confpirators 
againft  him,  and  employed  Heraclides  to  fuborn  one  to  take 
on  him  the  pretence  of  being  fon  to  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and 
under  that  title  to  claim  the  crown  of  Syria.  This  Heracli- 
des was,  as  *  I  have  before  related,  a  great  favourite  of  An- 
tiochus Epiphanes,  and  his  treafurer  in  the  province  of  Baby- 
lon, while  Timarchus  his  brother,  another  like  favourite  of 
that  king's,  was  governor  of  it.  But,  on  the  coming  of  De- 
metrius to  the  crown,  thefe  two  brothers  being  found  guilty 
of  great  mifdemeanours,  Timarchus  was  put  to  death ;  but  He- 
jaclides,  making  his  efcape  out  of  the  kingdom,  took  up  his  re- 
fidence  at  Rhodes  ;  ^  where,  being  put  on  work  to  form  this 
plot,  and  having  accordingly  found  out,  in  that  place,  a  youth 
of  very  mean  and  obfcure  condition,  called  Balas,  that  was 
every  way  fit  for  the  purpofe,  he  drefled  him  up,  and  tho- 
roughly inftruded  him  for  the  afting  of  his  part  in  it. 

And  when  he  had  thus  exatflly  formed  him  for  the  impof- 
ture,  he  firft  procured  him  to  be  owned  by  the 
Anno  153.  three  kings  above  mentioned,  and  then  ^  carried 
jona  n  .  ^^.^  ^^  Rome,  taking  along  with  him  Laodice, 
who  was  truly  the  daughter  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  there- 
by to  give  the  better  colour  to  the  fraud  ;  and,  on  his  arrival 
thither,  by  his  craft  and  fedulous  felicitation,  gained  him  to  be 
owned  there  alfo  -,  and  ^  procured  from  the  fenate  a  decree  in 
his  behalf,  not  only  to  permit  him  to  return  into  Syria,  for 
the  recovery  of  that  kingdom,  but  likewife  to  have  their  af- 
fiftance  in  order  to  it.  For  the  fenators,  though  they  plainly 
enough  difcerned  all  to  be  fi^lon  and  impofture  that  was  al- 
ledged  on  the  behalf  of  Balas,  yet,  out  of  difguft  to  Demetrius, 
they  ftruck  in  with  it,  and  made  this  decree  in  favour  of  the 
impoflor  ;  by  virtue  whereof  he  raifed  forces,  and  with  them 
failing  to  Ptolemais  in  Palefline,  ^  feized  that  city  ;  and  there, 
by  the  name  of  Alexander  the  fon  of  Antiochus  Epipha- 
nes, 

^  Part  II.  Book  3.  under  the  year  175,  and  Book  4.  under  the  year 

b  That  Balas  was  one  of  Rhodes,  is  f^d  by  Sulpitius  Severus,  lib. 
a.  c.  %z.  That  he  was  an  impoftor,  18  faid  by  all.  Vide  Livii  epitomen, 
lib.  52.  Appian  in  Syriacis.  Athcnseum,  lib.  5.  p.  an.  Polyb.  Icgat, 
140.  p.  968.  &  Juitin.  lib.  .^  ?.  c.  i. 

<^  Polyb.  legat.  138.  p.  966. 

♦^  Polyb.  Itgat.  140.  p.  96^. 

■"  I  Maccab.  x.  i.     jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  3. 
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nes,  took  upon  him  to  be  king  of  Syria ;  and  great  numbers, 
out  of  their  difaffeftion  to  Demetrius,  flocked  thither  to  him. 
This  brought  Demetrius  out  of  his  callle,  to  provide  for 
his  defence ;  in  order  whereto,  ^  he  got  all  the  forces  together 
that  he  could,   and  Alexander  armed  as  fafl  on  his  part :  and 
the  ailillance  of  Jonathan  being  like  to  carry  great  weight 
with  it  to  that  fide  he  fhould  declare  for,  both  courted  his 
friendlhip.     And  firft,  ^  a  letter  w^as  wrote  to  him  from  De- 
metrius, conftituting  him  the  king's  general  in  Judea,  and  au- 
thorifmg  him  to  raife  forces,  and  provide  them  with  arms  to 
come   to  his  affiftance ;  and  commanding  that  the  hoftages, 
which  were  in  the  fortrefs  at  Jerufalem,  Ihould  be  delivered  to 
him.  Jonathan,  on  the  receiving  of  this  letter,  went  up  to  Je- 
rufalem, and  caufed  it  there  to  be  read  in  the  hearing  of  thofe 
in  the  fortrefs,  and  then,  by  virtue  of  it,  demanded  the  hofla- 
ges  ;  which  they  accordingly  delivered  to  him.     For,  finding 
him  invefted  with  fuch  authority  from  the  king,  they  were 
afraid,  and  durft  not  withftand  him  in  this  matter.  And  there- 
fore all  the  hoftages  wiiich  Bacchides  had  taken  of  the  Jews, 
and  fhut  up  in  that  fortrefs  for  the  fecuring  of  the  fidelity  of 
their  fathers  and  friends  to  the  Syrian  intereil,  being  reftored 
to  thofe  from  whom  they  were  taken,  and  the  reflraint  put  upon 
them  hereby  again  removed,  great  numbers  flocked  to  Jona- 
than, for  the  ftrengthening  of  him,  whereby  he  grew  to  fuch 
power,  that  ^  thofe  forces  which  Bacchides  had  placed  in  gar- 
rifons   all  over  the  country,  finding  themfelves  not   flrong 
enough  to  hold  out  againfl  him,  left  their  fortrefles  and  fled 
away ;  only  Bethfura  and  the  fortrefs  at  Jerufalem  flill  held 
out.     For  the  garrifon-foldiers,  in  both  thefe  two  places,  be- 
ing mofl:  of  them  apoftate  Jews,  they  had  no  where  elfe  to  fly 
to ;  and  therefore,  in  this  defperate  cafe,  had  nothing  elfe  to 
depend  upon,  but  by  Handing  out  to  defend  themfelves  to  the 
utmofl.    Hereon  Jonathan,  fettling  at  Jerufalem,  began  to  re- 
pair the  city,  and  new  fortify  it  on  every  fide,  and  caufed  the 
wall  round  the  mountain  of  the  temple,  which  had  been  pulled 
down  by  Antiochus  Eupator,  to  be  again  rebuilt. 

Alexander,  hearing  what  Demetrius  had  done  to  gain  Jo- 
nathan on  his  fide,  ^  fent  alfo  his  propofals  to  him  ;  whereby 
he  granted  to  him  that  he  fiionld  be  high  priefl:  of  the  Jews, 
and  be  ^  called  the  king's  friend ;  and  he  fent  him  a  purple 

robe, 

*  1  Maccab.  x.  2. 

t>  I  Maccab.  x.  3 — 9.     Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  T3.  c.  4. 

^  t  Maccab.  x.  10 — 14-    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  4. 

d  I  Maccab.  x.  15 — 20.     Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  j. 

'^  Thofe  that  were  the  nobles  under  the  Macedonian  kings,  were 
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robe,  ^  and  a  crown  of  gold,  as  enligns  of  the  great  dignity 
which  he  thereby  invelled  him  with,  (none  but  princes  and 
nobles  of  the  firft  rank  being  allowed  in  thofe  days  to  be 
clothed  in  purple).  Of  which  Demetrius  having  received 
rotice,  ^  refolved  to  outbid  Alexander,  for  the  gaining  of  fo 
valuable  an  ally ;  and  therefore  fent  a  fecond  meflage  to  Jona- 
than, offering  all  that  Alexander  did,  with  the  addition  of 
many  other  extraordinary  grants  and  privileges  both  to  him 
and  all  his  people,  in  cafe  he  would  declare  for  him,  and  come 
to  his  affiftance.  But,  it  being  remerribered  how  bitter  an 
enemy  he  had  been  to  all  that  adhered  to  the  true  Jewilh  in- 
tereft,  and  how  much  ruin  and  oppreffion  he  had  brought 
upon  that  whole  nation,  they  durft  not  confide  in  him ;  but 
looking  upon  all  his  offers  to  be  only  fuch  as  were  extorted 
from  him  by  the^neceflity  of  his  affairs,  and  which  he  would 
all  immediately  contravene  and  revoke  whenever  his  fortunes 
ihould  be  again  reflored,  tliey  refolved  rather  to  enter  into 
league  with  Alexander.  And  therefore  Jonathan,  ^  accepting 
of  his  grant  of  the  high  priefl's  office,  and  having  alfo  for  it 
the  confent  of  all  the  people,  did,  on  the  feafl  of  tabernacles, 
"which  foon  after  enfued,  put  on  the  pontifical  robe,  and  then 
officiated  as  high  prieft,  after  that  office,  from  the  death  of 
Alcimus,  had  been  now  vacant  feven  years.  And  from  this 
time  the  office  of  high  priefl  of  the  Jews  became  fettled  in 
the  family  of  the  Afmoneans,  and  continued  in  it  for  feveral 
defcents,  till  the  time  of  Herod,  '^  who  changed  it  from  an 
office  of  inheritance  to  that  of  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure. 
From  that  time,  thofe  that  were  in  power  did  put  in  and  put 
out  the  high  priefls  as  they  thought  fit,  till  at  length  the  of- 
fice was  extinguifhed  in  the  deftruction  of  the  temple  by  the 
Romans.  From  the  time  of  the  return  from  the  Eabyloniili 
captivity,  the  office  of  high  priefl  of  the  Jews  had  been  in  the 
family  of  Jozadak,  and  was  tranfmitted  down  in  it,  by  lineal 
defccnr,  to  Onias  the  third  of  the  name,  that  was  in  that  of- 
fice ;  who,  being  outed  of  it  by  the  fraud  of  Jafon  his  brother, 
and  he  again  by  the  like  fraud  of  Menelaus,  another  of  thofe 
brothers,  Alcimus  was  next,  after  the  death  of  Menelaus, 

put 

« 

cr\licd  the  king's  friends,  in  like  mAnrer  as  v/ith  us  all  that  arc  of  the 
nobility  ;irc  Cilled  the  king's  coulin?. 

*  To  Vv-ear  a  purple  robe  amonj;  the  Macedonians,  was  a  mark  of 
high  nobility  ;  and  it  was  alfo  the  fame  an:iong  other  nations ;  hence 
^uTpurati  fignifies  fuch  as  are  noble. 

'>  I  Maccab.  x.  ai — 47.  Jofeph.  Antlq.  lib.  13.  c.  j. 

'^  I  Maccab.  x.  ir.     Jofeph.  ibid. 

^  Jofeph.  Anliq.  lib.  2^  c.  3.  liufcb.  Dcmonflratlones  F.vangclica?j 
lib.  ?. 
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put  into  this  office  by  the  command  of  the  king  of  Syria. 
Jofephus  tells  us  that  he  was  not  of  the  pontifical  family,  by 
which  he  means  no  more  than  that  he  was  not  of  the  defcendants 
of  Jozadak,  though  of  the  family  of  Aaron.  For  that  ^  he  is 
faid  to  be  ;  and  that  was  enough  to  qualify  him  for  the  office, 
every  defcendant  of  Aaron  being  equally  capable  of  it.  Whe- 
ther the  Afmoneans  were  of  that  race  of  Jozadak  or  not,  is 
not  any  where  faid.  Only  this  is  certain,  that  they  were  of 
the  courfe  ^  of  Joarib,  which  was  ^  the  firft  clafs  of  the  fons 
of  Aaron.  And  therefore,  on  the  failure  of  the  former  pon- 
tifical family  (which  had  then  happened  on  the  flight  of 
Onias,  the  fon  of  Onias,  into  Egypt)  they  had  the  beii  right 
then  to  fucceed.  And  with  this  right  Jonathan  took  the  of- 
fice, when  nominated  to  it  by  the  king  then  reigning  in  Syria, 
and  alfo  ele£led  thereto  by  the  general  fuffrage  of  all  the 
people  of  the  land. 

Both  kings  having  with  their  armies  taken  the  field,  De- 
metrius, who  wanred  neither  courage  nor  under- 
flanding  when  out  of  his  drunken  fits,  ^  in  the  Jonathan  q'. 
firll  battle  had  the  viftory :  but  he  gained  no  ad- 
vantage by  it :  for  Alexander,  being  ^  fpeedily  recruited  by 
the  three  kings  that  firll  fet  him  up,  and  ftrongly  fupported 
by  them,  and  having  alfo  the  Romans  and  Jonathan  on  his 
fide,  was  enabled  thereby  ftill  to  maintain  his  caufe.  And  the 
Syrians  continued,  out  of  the  averfion  they  nad  to  Demetrius, 
ftill  to  make  defertions  from  him.  Whereon  Demetrius,  fear- 
ing where  all  this  might  end,  ^  fent  his  two  fons,  Demetrius 
and  Antiochus  (who  both  afterwards  reigned  in  Syria),  to 
Cnidus,  and  there  committed  them,  with  a  great  treafure,  to 
the  care  of  a  friend  of  his  Vs'hich  he  had  in  that  city,  that  fo, 
in  cafe  the  woril  Ihould  happen  to  him  in  this  war,  they  might 
there  be  fecured  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fatal  ftroke  from  it ; 
and  be  referved  for  fuch  future  turn  of  affairs  as  fortune  fhould 
afterwards  offer  in  their  favour. 

About  this   time  there  appeared  another  impoftor,  one  ° 
Andrifcus  of  Adramyttium  in  Myfia,  a  young 
man  of  as  mean  condition  in  that  place  as  Alex-     tq  "a"han^  V 
ander  had  been  at  Rhodes ;  who,   thinking  to 
play  the  fame  game  for  the  kingdom  of  Maccdon,  that  the 
other  had  for  the  kingdom  of  SjnZy  pretended  to  be  fon  to 

King 

*  T  IN'Iaccab.  vli.  14. 

l»i  Rlaccab.  ii.  i. 

^  I  Chron.  xxiv.  7. 

'J  Juftiinflib.  Z5-  c.  I. 

^  Juftin.  ibid. 

^  Livii  Epit.  lib.  5a.    Juflin.  lib.  2,$'  C,  Z, 

2  Epit.lib.  40,  49. 
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King  Perfeus  who  laft  reigned  in  Macedon  ;  and,  taking  on 
him  the  nanae  of  Philip,  by  virtue  of  this  title,  claimed  to 
reign  in  that  country ;  but,  finding  his  pretence  at  that  time  to 
be  but  little  regarded  there,  he  applied  himfelf  to  Demetrius 
at  Antioch  ;  hopmg,  that,  fmce  the  Romans  had  encouraged 
one  impoftor  againll  him,  he  might  the  eafier  be  induced  to 
encourage  another  againil  them.  But  Demetrius,  feeing 
plainly  through  the  falfity  of  this  pretence,  caufed  him  to  be 
fejzed  and  fent  to  Rome.  This  he  did,  either  that  bethought 
thereby  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Romans,  or  elfe  rather 
that  he  would  not  countenance  a  fraud,  which  was  the  fame 
with  that  which  he  was  then  fuffering  under.  But,  on  this 
impoflor's  being  delivered  at  Rome,  the  Romans  defpifing  and 
neglecting  him,  ^  he  made  his  efcape  thence  into  Macedonia, 
where  he  kindled  fuch  a  war  as  coft  the  Romans  the  expence 
of  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  alfo  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure,  again  to  quench  it. 

In  the  interim,  the  two  contenders  for  the  crown  of  Syria, 
having  drawn  together  all  their  forces,  ^  com- 
T  t^th  ^^°*  "f^ift^d  t^i6  determination  of  their  caufe  to  a  de- 
cifive  battle.  In  the  firft  onfet  Demetrius's  left 
wing  put  the  oppofite  wing  of  the  enemy  to  flight ;  but,  pur- 
fuing  them  too  far  (a  fault  in  war  which  hath  loft  many  vic- 
tories, and  yet  is  flill  committed),  by  the  time  they  came  back, 
the  right  wing  in  which  Demetrius  fought  in  perfon  was 
over-borne,  and  heflain  in  the  rout»  As  long  as  he  could  face 
the  enemy,  he  omitted  nothing  either  of  valour  or  condud: 
for  the  obtaining  of  better  fuccefs  ;  but,  at  length,  in  the  re- 
treat, his  horfe  having  plunged  him  into  a  bog,  they  that  pur- 
fued  him  there  ihot  at  him  with  their  arrows  till  he  died,  af- 
ter having  reigned  in  Syria  12  years. 

Alexander,  by  this  vidory,  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  whole  Syrian  empire,  ^  fent  to  Ptolemy  king  of  Egypt, 
to  delire  that  Cleopatra  his  daughter  might  be  given  him  in 
marriage  ;  which  Ptolemy  confenting  to,  carried  her  to  Ptole- 
mais,  and  there  married  her  unto  him.  Jonathan  being  invi- 
ted to  the  wedding,  ^  went  thither,  and  was  received  with 
great  favour  by  both  kings,  efpecially  by  Alexander  ;  who, 
to  do  him  the  greater  honour,  caufed  him  to  be  clothed  in 
purple,  and  ordered  liim  to  be  enrolled  among  the  chief  of  his 

friends, 

"^  Epit.  Livii,  lib.  49.  50.  L.  Tloras,  lib.  2.  c.  4.  Eutropius,  lib.  4. 
Vallcius  PHtticul.  lib.  i. 

l>  1  Maccab.  x.  48—50.  Juftin.  lib.  ^S'  C  i-  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  Ij, 
c.  5.     Appi.4ii.  in  SyiMcis.     Poiyb.  lib.  3.  p.  i6t. 

*^  I  Maccab.  x.  51 — 58.     Jol'cph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  7, 

(^  i  Maccab.  x.  39— -66. 
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friends  %  and  to  take  place  near  him  among  the  firfl  princes  o£ 
his  kingdom.  And  he  conftituted  him  alio  general  of  his  forces 
in  Judea,  and  gave  him  the  office  of  ^  Meridarches  in  his  pa- 
lace. And,  whereas  many  that  maligned  him  came  to  Ptole- 
mais,  there  to  prefer  libels  of  accufation  againll  him,  Alexan- 
der would  receive  none  of  them,  but  caufed  it  to  be  proclaim- 
ed all  over  the  city,  that  no  one  Ihould  prefume  to  fpeak  evil 
of  him  ;  whereon  all  his  enemies  fled  from  thence,  and  Jona- 
than returned  with  honour  again  into  Judea. 

Onias,  the  fon  of  Oniab,  who,  on  his  being  difappointed  of 
the  high-priefthood,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle 
Menelaus,  fled  into  Egypt  (as  hath  been  above  j^^'"?  ^'*^* 
related),  there  fo  far  ingratiated  himlelf  with 
King  Ptolemy  Philometor  and  Cleopatra  his  queen,  that  he  *^ 
gained  the  chief  of  their  confidence  in  all  their  aflfairs :  for 
he  was  a  great  foldier  and  a  great  politician  ;  and  thereby  be- 
came advanced  to  the  higheft  poll  both  in  the  army  and  in  the 
court;  and  having,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  interefl,  introduced 
another  Jew,  called  Dofitheus,  into  the  like  favour,  they  two 
had  the  chief  management  of  the  government  during  the  lat- 
ter end  of  Philometor's  reign.  And  Onias  having  this  power 
and  intereft  with  the  king,  made  ufe  of  it  at  this  time  ^  to  ob- 
tain from  him  licence  to  build  a  temple  for  the  Jews  in  Egypt, 
like  that  at  Jerufalem,  with  a  grant  for  him  and  his  defcend- 
ants  to  be  always  high  priefts  in  it.  For  the  obtaining  of  the 
king's  confent  hereto,  he  fet  forth  to  him,  that  the  building 
of  fuch  a  temple  for  the  Jews  in  Egypt  would  be  for  the  in- 
tereft of  his  crown  ;  that  Jerufalem  being  within  the  territo- 
ries of  the  king  of  Syria,  the  going  of  the  Egyptian  Jews  thi- 
ther annually  to  worlhip  might  give  occafioi  for  the  feducing 
of  them  to  the  Syrian  intereft  ;  that  the;refore  it  ought  to  be 
prevented  ;  and  that  the  building  for  them  fuch  a  temple  in 
Egypt  would  not  only  moft  eflfedually  do  this,  but  alfo  draw 

many 

*  I.  e.  Of  the  nobles  of  his  kingdom  ;  for,  under  the  Macedonians, 
the  nobles  had  the  llyle  of  the  king's  friends. 

b  i.  e.  Chief  fewer,  which  is  an  office  one  of  the  eleiftors  bears  in  the 
German  empire.  Grotius  thus  c^xplains  the  word  in  his  comment  oa 
the  Maccabees,  i  Maccab.  x.  65.  xi.  27.  &  3  Maccab.  p.  796.  But, 
in  his  comment  on  Matthew  xix.  iZ.  he  expounds  it  rather  to  denote 
the  governor  of  a  tribe  or  provmce  ;  and,  if  it  be  fo  taken  here,  and 
be  uncierftood  to  mean,  that  Jonathan  was  rather  made  governor  of 
feme  part  of  the  Syrian  empire  than  governor  and  orderer  of  the  parts 
and  diflies  of  the  feaft  at  the  royal  table,  perchance  this. interpretation 
may  reach  the  truth  nearer  than  the  other. 

*^  Jofephus  contra  Apionem,  lib.  a. 

d  Jofeph.  Af.tq.  lib.  13.  c.  6.  5c  lib.  30.  c.  8.  &  de  Bello  Judaico, 
lib.  7v  c.  30. 
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many  other  Jews  thitner  tro.n  judea,  and  other  parts,  for  the 
better  peopling  and  Itrengthening  of  his  kingdom.     But  his 
greateft  difficulty  was  to  reconcile  the  Jews  to  this  new  inven- 
tion, their  conftant  notion  having  hitherto  been,  that  Jerufa- 
lem  only  was  the  place  which  God  had  chofen  for  his  wor- 
ihip,  and  that  it  was  (in  to  facrifice  to  him  upon  any  altar  elfe- 
where.     To  fatisfy  tiiem  as  to  this,  he  produced  to  them  the 
prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  where  it  is  faid,  ^  In  that  day  Jhall Jive  ci- 
ties i?i  the  hind  of  Egypt  [peak  the  language  of  Canaa7if  afid 
fwear  to  the  Lord  of  hojls  :    One  f jail  be  called  the  city  of  de- 
flriiclion.    In  that  day  Jl jail  there  he  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  in 
the  midfl  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  a  pillar  at  the  border 
thereof  unto  the  Lord.     And,   having  ip.terpreted  this  place 
of  holy  fcripture  ("which  was  truly  meant  only  of  the  future 
ilate  of  the  gofpel  in  that  country)  as  if  it  refpe£led  the  then 
prefent  times,  he  prevailed  with  all  of  his  nation  in  Egypt  to 
underfland  it  fo'  too,  and  thus  ferved  his  purpofe  by  it.     And 
therefore,  having   thus   gained  the  king,  and   alfo   the  Jews 
that   were   in  Egypt,  to   approve  of  his  project,  ^  he  imme- 
diately fet  about  the  building.     The  place  which  he  chofe  for 
it  was  a  plot  of  ground  within   the  Nomos  or  prefecture  of 
Heliopolis,  at  the  dillance  of  24  miles  from  Memphis,  where 
had   formerly  flood   an  old  temple  of  Eubaftis   (which  was 
another  name  of  Ifis,  the  great  goddefs  of  the  Egyptians),  but 
it  was  then  wholly  neglected  and  demolifhed  ;   and  therefore, 
having  rid  the  ground  of  its  ruins  and  rubbifli,  he  there  built 
upon  the  fame  I'pot  his  new  Jewifh  temple.     He  made  it  ex- 
a<^ly  according  to  the  pattern  of  that  at  Jerufalem,   though 
not  altogether  fo  high  nor  fo  fumptuous  ;  and  there  he  placed 
an  altar  for  burnt-ofterings,  an  altar  of  incenfe,  a  fhcw-bread 
table,  and  all  other  inltruments  and  utenfils  neceffary  for  the 
Jewifli  fcrvicc  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  temple  at  Jerufa- 
lem, fave  only,  that  he  had  not  there  a  golden  candleftick  of 
feven  branches  in  the  holy  place,  as  was  in  that  other  temple, 
but,  inllead  of  it,  had  one  great  lamp  hung  there  in  its  place 
by  a  golden  chain  from  the  roof  of  the  houfe.     It  is  the  opi- 
nion of  '^  a  very  learned  man,  that  he  was  led  to  the  choice  of 
the  prefecture  of  Heliopolis,  for^he  eredlng  of  the  temple  in 
it,  by  the  fame  prophecy  of  Ifaiah  above  recited,  as  then  reading 
in  the  Hebrew  text  the  word  Hacheres  iox  the  word  Haheres  ; 
as  if,  inflead  oi Air  haheres yeamar  lecechath,  {\.  e.  One  fhallbe 
called  the  city  of  deJiruBion,  as  in  our  Englifli  tranflation)  the 

reading 

'   Ifaiah  xix.  18.  19. 

i^  jofcphus,  il)id. 

*-■  Joltph.  Scaliger  ia  Animadvcrnonibus  ad  Chrorolo^ica  Eufcbii, 
iub  Nc.  1856.  p.  144. 
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reading  then  was  Air  Hacheres  yeamer  Lecechath^  i.  e.  One 
Jljall  he  called  the  city  of  the  fu7i,  (i.  e.  Heliopolls,  for  that 
name  in  Greek  fignifieth  *  the  city  of  the  fun).  And  fo  much 
mufl  be  faid  for  this  conceit,  that,  in  the  Hebrew  alphabet, 
the  letter  H  {i.  e.  Ch)  and  the  letter  H  {i.  e.  H)  are  fo  much 
alike,  that  thej  maj,  by  tranfcribers,  very  ealily  be  miftaken 
the  one  for  the  other,  and  thereby  a  various  reading  be  made 
in  that  place.  And  it  is  certain,  that,  in  the  time  of  Jonathan 
Ben  Uzziel,  the  Chaldee  paraphrafer  of  the  prophets,  who 
lived  not  much  above  loo  years  after  the  eredling  of  this 
temple,  there  was  no  doubt  whether  Cheres  or  Heres  was  the 
true  reading  in  that  place,  though  there  be  no  Keri  Cetih  at 
it ;  and  therefore,  in  paraphraiing  of  that  text,  he  took  both 
in,  and  renders  the  place,  'The  city  of  the  teviple  of  the  fun, 
which  is  to  he  deflroyed,  fjjall  he  faid  to  he  one  of  thefn.  For 
which  interpretation  no  other  reafon  can  be  given,  but  that 
it  being  then  uncertain,  which  of  the  two  readings  was  the 
true  one,  he  folved  the  difficulty  by  taking  in  both.  But  the  • 
true  reafon  why  Onias  built  his  temple  in  this  place  was,  he 
had  the  government  of  this  Nomos  or  prefecture  under  the 
king,  and  had  there  given  unto  him  a  large  territory,  whereon 
he  built  a  city,  which  from  his  name  he  called  ^  Onion,  and 
planted  all  that  territory  with  Jews ;  and  therefore  he  could 
not  find  a  place  more  to  the  advantage  and  convenience  either 
of  himfelf  or  his  people  anywhere  elfe  for  it.  And,  after  he 
had  thus  built  his  temple,  he  furrounded  the  area  within 
which  it  flood  with  a  high  brick  wall,  and  placed  priefts  and 
Levites  to  officiate  in  it ;  and  from  that  tim.e  the  divine  fer- 
vice  was  therein  daily  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner  and  or- 
der as  in  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  till  at  length,  after  the  de- 
ftru£lion  of  Jerufalem  and  its  temple,  this  temple  alfo  "^  was 
firft  fliut  up,  and  afterwards  v/holly  demoliffied  and  deflroyed^ 
with  the  city  of  Onion,  in  which  it  flood,  by  the  command 
of  Vefpafian  the  Roman  emperor,  about  224  years  after  it  had 
been  firfl  built. 

In  favour  of  this  temple  of  Onias,  the  Septuagint  renders  the 
pafTage  of  Ifaiah  above-mentioned  UoXi^Aa-Mic  kM&i^  crinci  v>(^icc7ToXi(;y 

Vol.  III.  T  i.  e. 

*  This  laft  reading  Jerome  follows  :  for  he  renders  the  place,  Ci'vltas 
Jolts  •vocahitur  una,  i.  e.  One  of  them  Jhall  be  culled  the  city  of  the  fun. 

t>  When  Antipater  and  Mithridates  were  marching  with  forces  to 
the  afliflAnce  of  Julius  Casfar  in  his  Alexandrian  war,  Jofephus  tells  lis, 
(Antiq.  lib.  14.  c.  14.)  that  they  were  oppofed  in  their  priflage  by  the 
Egyptian  Jews,  who  were  01  rh  *Ov/a  xtyoi^imv  p^upa»  3c«To<x.bv7fr,  i.  e. 
Inhabitants  of  the  region,  colled  the  region  or  territory  of  Onion^  i.  e.  of  the 
city  Onion  built  by  Onias,  and  fo  called  by  his  name;  which  region 
or  country,  the  fame  Jofephus  telis  us,  Onias  planted  all  over  with  Jew?. 

^  Jofeph.  de  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  7.  c.  30, 
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i.  e.  one  of  the  cities  Jlo all  he  called  A^cdeh,  intimating  thereby, 
ss  if  tht  origi'  9I  were  neither  Air  Haheres,  nor  Air  Hacheres^ 
but  Air  Ha^edek,  i.  e.  the  city  of  righteoufnefs  ;  which  is  a 
plain  corrupti.^.g  cf  the  text,  to  make  it  fpeak  for  the  honour 
and  approbation  of  the  temple  of  Onias,  which  was  there  built. 
From  whence  thefe  two  inferences  are  plainly  deducible  :  i. 
That  the  Greek  tranflatioi.  of  the  Hebrew  fcriptures,  which 
we  call  the  Sepiuagint,  w^as  n  ade  by  the  Jews  of  Egypt,  wlio 
voriliippedGod  at  the  temple  of  Onias  :  and,  idly.  That  this 
part  of  it  which  gives  us  the  verfion  of  Ifaiah  (and  the  fame 
may  be  faid  as  to  the  other  prophets)  was  made  after  that 
temple  was  built ;  which  agrees  exaftly  with  what  I  have 
above  written  of  the  original  of  this  verfion  ;  that  is,  i.  That 
it  was  firft  made  for  the  ufe  of  the  Hellciftical  Jews  of  Alex- 
andria. 2,  Tliat  it  was  not  made  all  at  the  fame  time,  but 
.by  parts,  at  different  times,  as  they  needed  it,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  fynagogues.  3.  That  they  needed  it  for  that  ufe  as  foon 
as  there  was  a  necdiity  for  the  reading  of  the  fcriptures,  in 
the  Greek  language,  in  tlie  faid  fynagogues.  4.  That  this 
iiecefTity  begun  na  icon  as  the  Greek  became  the  common 
language  of  the  Jews  in  that  place,  and  their  own  was  v^^orn 
out  and  forgot  among  them ;  which  happened  about  the  time 
of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  king  of  Egypt.  5.  That,  till  the  time 
of  the  Maccabees,  the  law  only  having  been  read  in  their 
fynagogues,  till  that  time  they  needed  none  other  of  the  fcrip- 
tures, but  the  law  only,  to  have  been  tranfl  tted  for  this  ufe  ; 
and  therefore,  till  then,  no  more  of  them  than  the  law  was 
put  into  the  Cireek  language.  6.  That  when  the  Jews  of  Jeru- 
falem,  in  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  (that  is,  of  the  three  bro- 
thers, Judas,  Jonatlian  and  Simon,  whofe  hiftory,  under  the 
nameoi  Maccabees,  is  written  in  the  apocryphal  fcriptures),  l)ad 
brought  in  the  prophets  alfo  to  be  read  in  their  fynagogues  on 
the  occafion  1  have  above-mentioned  ;  and  the  Jews  of  Alexan- 
dria, Egypt,  Libya,^nd  Cyrene,  thought  fit  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample herein  ;  this  made  it  neceflary  for  them  to  have  the  pro- 
phets alfo  tranflated  into  Greek  for  this  purpofe  ;  which  being 
moil  certainly  not  done  till  after  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  (for 
fooner  we  cannot  fuppofe  the  ufage  to  have  been  propagated  from 
J<::ufalem,  fo  far  as  into  Egypt,  and  the  thing  there  fettled), 
it  mull  from  iience  follow,  that  it  mull  not  have  been  done  till 
after  the  building  ofOnias's  temple  alfo,  that  ha~viiig  been 
bt.ilt  in  the  nth  year  of  the  gov^ernment  of  Jonathan,  the  fe- 
cond  of  thofc  PJaccubecs,  as  I  have  here  placed  it. 

About  this  time,  ^  therearofea  great  fedition  at  Alexandria 

between 
•  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c,  6. 
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between  the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans  of  that  city,  the  former 
holding  Jeruialem,  and  the  other  Mount  Gerizim,  to  be  the 
place  where,  according  to  the  law,  God  was  to  be  worftiipped; 
they  did  run  their  contentions  about  this  point  fo  high,  that 
at  length  they  came  to  open  arnns.  Whereon,  for  the  quell- 
ing of  this  didurbance,  a  day  was  appointed  for  the  hearing 
and  determining  of  the  difpute  before  King  Ptolemy  and  his 
council.  The  point  in  coniefl:  was,  whether,  by  the  law  of 
Mofes,  Jerufalem  or  Mount  Gerizim  was  the  place  where 
God  was  to  be  worfhipped  by  Ifrael ;  and  advocates  were  ap- 
pointed on  each  fide  to  argue  and  plead  the  caufe  :  wherein 
the  Samaritr^ns  failing  of  that  proof  which  they  pretended  to^ 
their  advocates  were  put  to  death,  for  making  the  contention  ; 
and  fo  the  whole  diforder  ceafed. 

Alexander  Balas,  having  gotten  into  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
crown  of  Syria,  by  the  means  1  have  mentioned, 

thouffht  now  that  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but    t^""?  ^'^^' 

1       %  •     r  ^r  •      1  '  c     ^1    1.    r      •      Jonathan  13. 

to  glut  hirnielt  m  the  enjoyment  ot  all  thole  vi= 

cious  pleafures  of  luxury,  idlenefs,  and  debauchery,  which 

the  plenty  and  power  he  was  then  invejfted  with  could  afford 

him.     And  therefore,  ^  giving  himfeif  wholly  up  to  them, 

and  fpending  moft  of  his  time  with  lev.'d  women,  which  he 

had  in  a  great  number  got  about  him,  he  took  no  care  at  all 

of  the  government,  but  left  it  wholly  to  the  ^  adminiflration 

of  a  favourite  of  his,  called  Ammonius,  who,  managing  him- 

felf  in  it  with  great  infolence,  tyranny,  and  cruelty,  put  to 

death  Queen  Laodice,  fider  of  Dennetrius  (who  had  been  wife 

to  Perfeus  king  of  Macedon),  and  Antigonus,  a  fon  of  his  that 

had  been  left  behind,  when  the  other  tv*ro  were  fent  to  Cnidus, 

and  all  others  of  the  royal  family  that  he  could  get  into  his 

power,  thinking  this  the  heft  means  of  fecuring  to  his  mafter 

the  polTeflion  of  the  crown,  which,  by  fraud  and  impofture, 

he  had  ufurped  from  them.     Whereby  he  foon  made  both 

Alexander  and  himfeif  very  odious  to  all  the  people.     Of 

which  Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Demetrius,   (who  had  by  his 

father  been  fent  to  Cnidus  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war, 

and  was  now  grown  up  to  years  of  puberty)  having  received 

notice,  thought  this  a  proper  time  for  him  to  recover  his 

right ;  and  therefore  ^  having,  by  the  means  of  Lafthenes  his 

hod,  hired  a  band  tf  Cretans,   landed  with  them  in  Cilicia, 

and  there  foon  growing  to  a  great  army,  took  polTefiion  of  all 

that  country  ;  whereby  Alexander  being  rcufed  up  from  his 

T  2  lloth, 

^  Livii  Epitome,  lib.  50.     Athenosus,  lib.  5.     Judin.  lib.  3S'  c  3. 

f*  Jofeph.  lib.  13.  c.  8.     Livhis,  ibid. 

^  i  Maccab.  x.  67,  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  6.    Jullin,  lib,  3S>  C,  ?, 
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floth,  was  forced  to  Icnvc  his  feragHo  of  concubines  which  he 
had  got  about  him,  to  look  after  his  affairs;  and  therefore,  ha- 
ving committed  the  government  of  Antioch  to  ^  Hierax,  and 
Diodotus,  who  was  alfo  called  ^  Trjphon,  he  '^  took  the  field 
with  as  many  forces  as  he  could  get  together ;  and,  hearing 
that  Apollonius,  governor  of  Ccele-Syria  and  Phcem'c''a,  had 
declared  for  Demetrius,  he  called  in  King  Ptolemy,  his  fi.tber- 
in-law,  to  his  affiftance. 

But  the  name  of  Apollonius  often  occurring  in  the  hiilory  of 
thefe  times,  before  we  proceed  further  herein,  it  is  neceffary  to 
give  an  account  who  the  perfons  were  that  bore  this  name,  that 
fo  this  part  of  the  hiftcry  may  be  cleared  from  that  confufion 
and  obfcurity  which  otherwife  it  mud  lie  under.  For,  Apollo- 
nius being  a  very  common  nam.e  among  the  Syro-Macedonians 
as  well  as  the  Greeks,  it  was  not  always  the  fame  perfon  whona 
we  find  mentioned  by  this  name  in  the  occurrences  of  thofe 
times.  The  firfl  that  we  meet  with  of  this  name  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  Maccabees  is  Apollonius  the  fon  of  Thrafeas,  ^  who  was 
governor  of  Ccele-Syria  and  Phoenicia  under  Seleucus  Philo- 
pater,  when  Heliodorus  came  to  Jerufalem  to  rob  the  temple, 
and  afterwards,  by  his  authority  in  that  province,  ^  fupported 
Simon,  the  governor  of  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  againft  Oiuaa 
the  high  prieft.  The  fame  was  alfo  chief  minifter  of  ftate  to 
the  faid  King  Seleucus.  But,  on  the  coming  of  his  brother 
Antiochiis  Epiphanes  to  the  crown  after  him,  Apollonius  be- 
ing fome  way  made  obnoxious  to  him,  left  Syria,  and  ^  retired 
to  Miletus.  At  the  fame  time,  while  he  reiided  at  Miletus,  ^he 
had  a  fon  of  the  fame  name  at  Rome,  there  bred  up,  and  re- 
fiding  with  Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Seleucus  Philopater,  who  was 
then  an  hoftage  in  that  place.  This  Apollonius,  being  a  prime 
favourite  and  confident  of  Demetrius's,  was,  on  his  recovering 
of  the  crown  of  Syria,  m.ade  governor  of  Coelc-Syria  and  Phoe- 
nicia, the  fame  government  which  his  father  was  in  under  Se- 
leucus Philopater.  And  this  I  take  to  be  the  Apollonius,  who, 
''  being  continued  in  the  fame  government  by  Alexander,  now 
revolted  from  him,  to  embrace  the  interefl  of  Demetrius,  the 
fon  of  his  old  mailer.  Another  Apollonius  is  fpoken  of  '  as  fa- 
vourite and  chief  minifter  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  ;  but  he, 

being 

^  Diodonis  Siculus  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  346. 

f>  r  Maccab.  xi.  39.    JofepU.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  9. 

^  Jc.feph.  Aritlq.  lib.  13.  c.  8. 

d  2  M?xcah.  iii.5. 

^  2  Maccab.  iv.  4. 

f  Polyb.  Icgat.  1 14.  p.  9^4.  945, 

gPolyb.  ibid. 

^  I  Mr.cc^.b.  X.  69. 

i  2  Maccab.  iv.  31. 
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bein,<;  faid  to  be  the  fon  ot  Meneilheus,  is  fufFiciently  diftin- 
guifhed  by  that  characler  from  the  other  two  above  mention- 
ed. He  ^  went  ambalTador  from  Aiitiochus  lirft  *  to  Rome, 
and  ^ifterwards  to  ^  Ptolemj  I^i^xilomt.tor  king  of  Egypt ;  and 
hiin  1  take  tb  be  the  fame,  who,  in  the  hiil<n-y  of  the  Macca- 
bees,  is  faid  ^  to  be  over  the  tribute,  and  who,  oa  Anticchus's 
return  from  his  lall  expedition  into  Egypt,  was  fent  with  a 
detachment  of  22,000  men,  to  deftroy  Jcvufalem,  and  build 
that  fortrefs  or  citadel  on  Mount  Acra,  wlrich  held  the  Jews 
there  by  the  throat  for  many  years  after.  Beiides  thefe,  there 
are  two  other  Apollonius's  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
Maccabees  ;  the  firft,  ^  who  being  governor  of  Samaria  in 
the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  was  flain  in  battle  by  Ju- 
das Maccabaeus  ;  and  the  other  ^  called  the  fon  of  Gennseus, 
who,  being  governor  of  fome  toparchy  inPaleftine  under  An- 
tiochus Eupator,  then  fignalized  himfelf  by  being  a  great  ene- 
my to  the  Jews. 

Apollonius  having  embraced  the  party  of  Demetrius,  as  I 
have  mentioned,  his  firft  attempt  was  to  reduce  Jonathan, 
who  held  firm  to  the  intereft  of  Alexander,  according  to  the 
league  which  he  had  made  with  him.  And  therefore  ^  ha- 
ving drawn  together  a  great  army,  he  encamped  with  it  at 
Jarania,  and  from  thence  fent  to  Jonathan  a  proud  braggado- 
cio melTage,  to  challenge  him  to  come  to  battle  with  him  ; 
whereon  Jonathan,  marching  out  of  Jerufalem  with  10,000 
men,  took  Joppa,  in  the  fight  of  Apollonius  and  his  army ; 
and  after  this,  joining  battle  with  him,  vanquiilied  him  in  the 
open  field,  and  purfued  his  broken  forces  to  Azotus,  and,  ha- 
ving taken  that  town,  fet  it  on  fire,  and  burnt  it  down  to  the 
ground,  with  the  temple  of  Dagon  that  was  in  it,  confuming 
all  thofe  W'ith  it  that  fled  thither  to  fave  themfelves  ;  fo  thar 
there  perifhcd  that  day  of  the  enemies  forces,  what  by  the 
fword,  and  what  by  fire,  about  8000  men.  After  this,  treat- 
ing other  towns  of  the  enemy  in  the  country  round  after  the 
fame  manner,  he  returned  to  Jerufalem  with  their  fpoils. 
Whereon  ^  Alexander,  hearing  of  this  vidlory  gained  in  his 
intereft,  fent  to  Jonathan  a  buckle  of  gold,  fuch  as  ufed  only 
lo  be  given  thofe  to  wear  who  were  of  the  royal  family;  and 
he  gave  liim  alfo  tlie  city  of  Ecron,  with  the  territory  thereto 
belonging,  and  ordered  him  to  be  put  in  pufleffion  of  it. 

T  3  About 

*  LiVius,  lib.  4a.  c.  6.  ^  %  Maccab..xii.  a. 

t^  1  Maccab.  iv.  ai.-  f  1  Maccab.  x.  69—87.  Jo- 

*^  I  Maccab.  i.  29.  a.  Maccab.  v.  24.  feph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  8. 

ti  I  Maccab.  lii.  10.   Joleph,  Antiq.  s  i  Maccab.  x.  88.  89. 
lib.  I  a.  c.  7.  &  JO, 
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About  this  time  *  flourifhed  Hipparchus  of  Nicaea  in  BI- 

'  thynia,  the  mofl  celebrated  aftronomer  of  all  the 

Anno  147.         ancients.     He  gave  hinifelf  up  to  this  ftudy  for 
Jonathan  14.  1  •  ,  1      n    1         ■  *^      • 

34  years,  making,  through  all  that  time,  conti- 
nual obfervations  of  the  politions  and  motions  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,^vhich  are  flill  preferved  in  the  works  of  Ptolemy  the 
aflronomer.  Thefe  obfervations  he  began  in  the  year  before 
Chrift  162,  and  ended  them  anno  128,  foon  after  which 
year  we  fuppofe  he  died.  The  Jews  call  him  ^  Abrachus, 
and  his  name  is  of  great  renown  among  them,  and  that 
very  defer vedly  :  for  Rabbi  Samuel,  Rabbi  Adda,  and  Rabbi 
Hillel,  the  authors  of  that  form  of  the  year  which  they  now 
ufe,  were  moftly  beholden  to  him  for  the  obfervations  and  cal- 
culations by  which  they  made  it. 

Ptolemy  Philometor,  having  been  called  to  the  afliflance  of 

his  fon-in-law,  Alexander  king  of  Syria,  ^ 
Tonathan  I?       marched  into  Paleftine,  with  a  great  army  for 

this  purpofe ;  and  ail  the  cities,  as  he  pafled, 
opening  their  gates  to  him,  as  being  ordered  by  Alexander 
fo  to  do,  he  left  of  his  fcldiers  in  each  of  them  to  ftrengthen 
their  garrifons.  '^  At  Joppa  Jonathan  met  him.,  and  although 
many  complaints  were  made  againll  him  about  the  devafta- 
tions  made  by  him  in  thofe  parts,  after  his  late  vi£l:ory  over 
Apollonius,  yet  he  would  take  no  notice  of  any  of  them,  but 
Jonathan  was  very  kindly  received  by  him,  and  marched  on 
with  him  to  Ptolemais.  On  Ptolemy's  coming  thither,  ^  dif- 
covery  was  made  of  fnares  that  were  laid  for  his  life ;  for  *" 
Ammonius,  Vv^ho  managed  all  alTairs  under  Alexander,  fear- 
ing, that  Ptolemy  canae  with  fo  great  a  power,  rather  to 
ferve  his  own  intereft,  by  feizing  Syria  to  himfelf,  than  to 
fuccour  Alexander,  or  elfe  having  received  intelligence,  that 
this  was  really  his  intent,  formed  a  defign  of  having  him 
cue  olf  on  his  coming  to  Ptolemais  :  which  Ptolemy  having 
gotten  full  dii'covery  of,  marched  forward  to  demand  the  trai^ 
tor  to  be  delivered  to  him  ;  and  Jonathan  attended  on  him 
as  far  as  the  river  Eleutherus  in  Syria.  From  thence  ^  Pto- 
lemy marched  to  Seleucia  on  the  Orontes,  where,  finding, 
that   Alexander  would  not  deliver    up  Ammonius  to  him, 

he, 

'  Pto'emai  tna.^na  Syrtaxis,  lib.  3.  c.  2.  Plinliis,  lib.  2.  c.  25. 

^  David  G:inz,  fub  anru)  35  54. 

^  I  Maccab.  };i.  1 — 5.  Joieph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  3. 

'^  I  Maccab.  xi.  6.  7.  JoCeph.  ibid. 

*-'  r  Maccab.  xi.  10.  Jofeph.  ibid. 

^  Jtjfcph.  ibid.  Epit.  Livii,  iib.  50. 

3  I  Ma'jcab.  xi.  'J— 12.  Jofeph.  ibid.  Livii  Epit.  lib.  5«- 
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he  concluded  him  to  be  a  party  to  the  treafon  ;  nnd  therefore 
taking  his  daughter  froii)  hnn,  l»e  gave  her  to  Demetrius,  and 
Hiade  a  league  with  hini,  for  the  reftoring  of  hini  to  his  fattjer's 
kingdom.  Hereon  ^  t'le  Antiochians,  who  bore  great  hatred 
to  Ammonius,  thinking  this  a  fit  time  for  the  executing  of 
their  refentments  upon  him,  rcfe  in  a  tumult  againft  him,  and 
having  flain  him,  as  he  endeavoured  to  efcape  in  woman's 
clothes,  declared  againft  Alexander,  and  opened  their  gates  to 
Pto]ea)y,  and  ^  would  have  .nade  him  their  king  ;  but  ^  he 
declaring  himfelf  contented  Vv'ith  his  own  dominions^  inilead 
of  accepting  this  offer,  recom.mended  to  them  the  reftoration 
of  Demetrius,  the  true  heir  (which  is  a  certain  proof  he  had 
no  defign  upon  Syria  for  himfelf,  ti.ough  this  be  faid  ^  in  the 
iirft  book  of  the  Maccabees)  :  upon  which  recommendation^, 
De;.uetrius  being  received  into  the  city,  was  placed  on  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch  de- 
clared for  him.  Whereon  Alexander,  who  was  then  in  Ci- 
licia,  coming  thence  with  all  his  forces  ^  wafted  the  country 
round  Antioch  with  fire  and  fword.  This  brought  the  two 
armies  to  a  battle,  ^  in  which  Alexander  being  vanquifhed, 
fled  with  only  5Q0  horfe  to  Zabdiel,  an  Arabian  prince,  with 
whom  he  had  before  entrufted  his  children.  But  he  being 
there  flain  by  thofe  he  mofl  confided  in,  his  head  was  carried 
to  Ptolemy,  who  was  much  pleafed  with  the  fight  of  it ;  but 
his  joy  did  not  laft  long  ;  for,  having  s  received  a  dangerous 
wound  in  the  battle,  he  died  of  it  within  a  few  days  after. 
And  thus  Alexander  king  of  Syria,  and  Ptolemy  Philometor 
king  of  Egypt,  both  ended  their  lives  together,  the  former 
having  reigned  five,  and  the  other  ^^  years.  Demetrius  fuc- 
ceeding  in  Syria,  by  virtue  of  this  vidory,  from  hence  called 
hi-Tifelf  Nicator,  i.  e.  the  conciueror.  But  the  fucceflion  ia 
Egypt  was  not  fo  eafilj  determined. 

This  fame  year  was  rendered  famous,  not  only  by  the  death 
of  thefe  two  kings,  but  alfo  by  the  deftru6lion  of  two  cele- 
brated cities,  Carthage  and  Corinth.  The  former  ^  was  de- 
llroyed  by  Scipio  Africanus  jun.  after  a  war  of  tliree  years, 

T  4  which 

*  r  Maccab.  xi.  13.  Jofeph.  ibid, 

^  I  Maccab.  ibid.  Jofeph.  ibid. 

^  Jcft-ph.  Antiq.  lib.  13,  c.  8. 

^  I  Maccab.  xi.  1. 

^  I  Maccab.  xi.  15.  Jofeph.  ibid. 

f  I  Maccab.  xi.  15 — 17.  Jofeph.  ibid.  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Exccrptis  Pho- 

til,  cod  244. 

^  I  Maccab.  xi.  18.  Jofeph.  ibid.  Polyb.  in  Excerptis  Valcfii,  p.  194* 
iEpit  Livii,  hi).   5a.  Str^bo.  lib,  16.  p.  751, 

'»  Livii  Epit.  hb.  ^i.  L.  Fioriis,  lib.  3.C.  16.  Appian.  in  Libycis,  Vel- 
rchisP^ttircuLHb.  I. 
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which  was  called  the  third  Punic  war.  And  the  other  *  was 
taken  and  burnt  by  L.  Mummius  the  Roman  coiiful  for  this 
year.  In  the  burning  of  this  city,  all  their  brafs  being  melt- 
ed down,  and  running  together  with  other  metals,  this  mix- 
ture ^  made  the  JEs  Corinthiacwiiy  i.  c.  the  famous  Corinthian 
brafs  of  the  ancients. 

At  this  fame  year  ended  the  famous  hiftory  of  Polybius, 
which  ^  he  wrote  in  40  books,  beginning  it  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  and  ending  it  at  the  end  of  the 
third.  But  of  this  great  and  celebrated  work,  now  only  five 
books  remain  entire :  of  the  reft  we  have  only  fragments  and 
abftra£ls.  He  was  by  birth  of  Magalopolis  in  Arcadia,  and 
the  fon  of  Lycortas,  the  famous  fupporter  of  the  Achaean 
commonwealth  in  his  time.  This  commonwealth,  much  re- 
fembling  that  of  the  Dutch,  was  made  out  of  the  confederacy 
of  feveral  ftates  and  cities  of  Peloponnefus  united  together 
in  one  common  league.  ^  Aratus  firft  made  it  conliderable, 
*^  Philopoemen  brought  it  to  its  higheft  perfeftion,  and  Ly- 
cortas, as  long  as  he  lived,  kept  it  up  in  the  fame  ftate. 
And  Polybius  his  fon,  who  was  a  perion  very  eminent  for 
all  military  and  political  knowledge,  wculd  have  continued 
to  have  done  the  fame,  but  that  he  was  overborne  by  the 
Romans.  For  they  becoming  jealous,  what  this  growing 
commonwealth  might  at  length  come  to,  refolved  to  fupprefs 
it,  in  order  whereto  ^  they  forced  from  them  1000  of  their 
bell  men,  and  made  them  live  in  Italy,  in  manner  of  hof- 
tages,  but  cliiefly  with  delign,  that  their  commonwealth, 
being  deprived  of  its  principal  men,  might  fink  and  come 
to  nothing  through  want  of  them.  Of  thefe  1000  hofta- 
ges,  Polybius  was  one  of  the  chiefeft.  While  he  was  thus 
confined  he  lived  at  Rome,  and  there  made  ufe  of  the  lei- 
fare  which  that  confinement  afforded  him  to  write  this 
hiftory.  He  had  much  of  the  favour  and  friendfnip  of  Sci- 
pio  Africanus  jun.  to  whom,  by  reafon  of  his  learning  and 
wifdom,  he  was  very  dear  ;  and  therefore,  when  he  went  in- 
to Africa  in  the  third  Punic  war,  he  carried  Polybius  with 
him,  and  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  afTiflance  of  his  counfel 
and  advice,   that  Scipio  ended  that  war  with  fuccefs  ;  and  in 

that 

^  LivII  Epit.  lib,  5 a.  L.  Florus,  lib.  z,  c.  16.  Paiifanias  in  Achaicis, 
Jurtin.  lib.  34.  c.  2. 

^  Plinius,  lib.  34.  c.  2.  L.  Floru?,  ibid. 

^  Vidtas  Vollium  dc  Hilt.  Gr^cis,  lib.  i.  c.  19.  &  Cafauboni  Epifto- 
.  Um  Dedicatorium  Edit,  luce  Polyb.  premillam. 
^  Plutarch,  in  Anito  &  Philopocmene. 

"  Paulanias  \u  A'jhaicis  &  Arcadicis.  Pliit?.rch.  in  Catone  Cenfore  k 
alibi. 
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that  end  of  it,   Polybius  ended  his  hiflory,  much  grieving, 

that  at  the  fame  time  ended  alfo  the  Achaean  commonwealth, 

in  the  deflrudion  of  Corinth,  and  the  fubje6ting  thereon  to  the 

Roman  yoke  the  reft  of  the  cities  and  Itates  of  which  that 

commonwealth  did  confift.     He  lived  a  long  while  after,  for 

he  reached  the  ^  82d  year  of  his  age. 

Cleopatra,  queen  of  Egypt,  on  the  death  of  King  Philo- 

metor,  her  brother  and  hufband,  ^  endeavoured 

to  fecure  the  fucceffion  for  her  fon  which  fhe  had    j  ""^,  ^^^\ 
1     ,  .  -n      1     ,    •        ,  t         r  Jonathan  16. 

by  him.    xJut  he  bemg  then  young,  others  let  up 

for  Phyfcon  king  of  Cyrene,  the  brother  of  the  deceafed,  and 
fent  ambalTadors  to  eall  him  to  Alexandria.  This  neceffitating 
Cleopatra  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  herfelf  and  her  fon, 
Onias  and  Dolitheus  came  to  her  with  an  army  of  Jews  for  her 
affiftance.  But  at  that  time  Thermus,  an  ambalTador  from 
Rome,  being  prefent  at  Alexandria,  by  his  interpofition,  mat- 
ters were  compromifed,  on  the  terms  that  Phyfcon  fliould  take 
Cleopatra  to  wife,  and  breed  up  her  fon  under  his  tuition  for 
the  next  fucceffion,  and  reign  in  the  interim.  That  the 
Egyptians  were  thus  delivered  from  a  civil  war,  and  the  dif- 
ferences then  among  them  on  this  occalion  all  brought  to  a 
compofure  in  this  manner,  Jofephus  tells  us,  was  wholly  owing 
to  the  affiftance  which  Onias  and  Dolitheus  then  brought  to 
the  queen.  However,  the  perfidy  cf  Phyfcon  made  all  this 
turn  very  little  to  the  fervice  or  content  of  Cleopatra.  For, 
as  foon  as  he  had  married  her,  and  thereby  got  pofleffion  of 
the  crown,  he  umrdcred  her  fon  in  her  arms  on  the  very  day 
of  the  nuptials,  and  thereby  acled  over  again  the  fame  trage- 
dy which  Ptolemy  Ceraunus  ^  had  before  on  the  marriage  of 
his  fifter  Arlinoe ;  and  fuch  inceftuous  conjunctions  well  de- 
ferve  fuch  a  curfe  to  attend  them.  This  king  was  commonly 
called,  ^  Phyfcon,  by  reafon  of  his  great  belly  ;  but  the  name 
^  wliich  he  affe£ted  to  aflume  was  Euergetes,  /.  e.  the  Bene- 
faSior :  this  the  Alexandrians  turned  into  Kakergetes,  i,  e. 
the  MalefaEioVy  by  reafon  of  his  great  wickednefs  ;  for  he 
was  ^  the  wickedeft  and  crueleft,  and  alfo  the  moft  vile  and 
defpicable  of  all  the  Ptolemys   that  reigned  in  Egypt.     He 

begun 

*  Lucianiis  in  Macrobiis. 

b  Jultin.  Ub.  38.  c.  8.  Jofephus  contra  Apioncm,  lib.  2.  Valerius 
Maximus,  lib.  9.  c.  i. 

'  See  above,  Tart  II.  book  i.  under  the  year  2S0. 

d  Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  9.  c.  i.  Diodorus  Siculus-in  Excerptis  Va- 
kfii,  p.  351-  &  375- 

^  Athenasus,  lib.  1%.  p.  549.  «Sc  lib.  4.  p.  148. 

f  Atheiiisus,  ibid.  Diodoruo  Siculus  in  I-xcerptis  Valslii,  p.  351.  2: 
375.    Juaiii.  lib.  38., c,  8. 
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begun  his  reign  with  the  murder  of  his  nephew,  in  the  man- 
ner  1  have  mentioned,  and  continued  it  with  the  fame  cruelty 
and  wickednefs  all  his  reign  after,  putting  many  others  to 
death,  alinoft  every  day,  fop.ie  upon  groundlefs  fufpicions, 
fome  for  fmall  faults,  and  others  for  none  at  all,  as  the  hu- 
mour took  hi.n,  and  fome  again  for  no  other  reafon,  but 
that,  under  the  pretence  of  forfeiture,  he  might  take  all  that 
they  had  ;  and  tliofe  who  were  the  forxardeft  to  cUl  him 
to  the  crown  were  many  of  them  the  firft  that  fuffered  by 
him. 

And  things  went  not  much  better  in  Syria.  Demetrius,  ^ 
being  young  and  inexperienced,  committed  the  management 
of  his  affairs  to  Lafthenes,  by  wnofe  agency  he  hired  thole  Cre- 
tan mercenaries  that  brought  him  to  the  crown;  who,  being  a 
wfck>  d  and  ralh  man,  did  foon  run  himfelf  into  thofe  mal-ad- 
miiiiftratio'is,  that  alienated  fronj  his  mafter  the  affedions  of 
thofe  who  jQiould  have  fupported  him.  And  Demetrius  him- 
felt,  b?ing  naturally  of  an  unhappy  or  perverfe  difpolition,  did 
not  inend  the  matter.  The  firil  falie  Hep  he  made  was  to- 
wards triofe  foldiers  which  Ptolemy  had  placed  in  the  maritime 
towns  of  Pntenicia  a:;d  Syria,  for  the  iirengthening  of  their 
garrifons,  as  he  paffed  by  them  toward  Antioch,  in  his  late  ex- 
pedition thither.  ,  Thefe,  if  continued  tliere,  would  have  been 
a  ^reat  flrength  and  fupport  to  him  ;  but,  upon  fome  fug- 
geitioiis,  growing  jealous  of  them,  ^  he  fent  orders  to  tiie 
other  foldiers  garrifoned  with  them,  to  put  them  all  to  the 
fwoul;  which  being  accordingly  executed,  this  fo  difguHed 
the  reft  of  the  Egyptian  army  that  w^ere  in  Syria,  and  had 
there  placed  him  on  the  throne,  that  they  all  left  him,  and  re- 
turned again  into  Egypt.  After  this,  '^  he  proceeded  to  make 
a  fcvere  inquifition  after  thofe  who  had  been  sgainft  him  or 
his  father  in  the  late  wars,  and  put  them  all  to  death,  as  he 
could  get  them  into  his  power.  And  then,  tliinking  he  had 
no  more  enemies  to  fear,  ^  he  diihanded  the  greateft  part  of 
his  army,  referving  none  other  in  his  paj  but  his  Cretans, 
and  fome  other  mercenaries-;  whereby  he  not  only  deprived 
himfelf  of  thofe  veterans  who  ferved  his  father,  and  w^ould 
have  been  his  thief  fupport  in  the  throne,  but  made  them  alfo 
his  bittereft  enemies,  by  depriving  them  cf  the  only  means 
which  they  had  whereby  to  fubliit :  the  mifchief  of  which  he 
fcverely  felt  in  the  revolts  and  revolutions  that  after  happened. 

U 

^  Di'^dorus  SicuUis  in  Excerptis  Valcfii,  p.  ;..i6. 
'■'  1  M  tcc.ib  xi.  18.    Jofcpii.  Antiq.  hb.  1 ;.  c.  8. 
^  Diodorus  Sicului;  in  Excerptis  Valtfii,  p.  346.  549. 
^  I  Mftccab.  xi.  38.    Joferh.  Antiq.  lib.  ii.  c.  t. 
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In  the  interim  Jonathan,  finding  all  quiet  in  Judea,  ^  fet 
himfelf  to  befiege  the  fortrtTs  which  the  Heathen  ftill  held 
in  Jerufalem,  that,  by  expelling  them  thence,  he  might  re- 
medy thole  mifchiefs  which  the  Jews  there  fufFered  from 
them.  And  accordingly  he  befet  the  place,  with  an  afmy 
and  engines  of  war,  in  order  to  take  it :  of  which,  com* 
plaint  being  made  to  Demetrius,  he  came  to  Ptolemais,  and 
there  fummoned  Jonathan  to  him  to  give  him  an  account  of 
this  matter.  Whereon,  ordering  the  fiege  ftill  to  go  on,  he 
went  to  Ptolea-iais,  taking  with  him  fome  of  the  priefls  and 
chief  elders  of  the  land,  and  alfo  many  rich  and  valuable  pre- 
fents  ;  by  virtue  of  which,  and  his  wife  management,  he  fo 
mollified  the  king,  and  ingratiated  hin-felf  fo  far  Vv^ith  him 
and  his  minlllers,  that  he  not  only  rejected  all  accufations 
againft  him,  but  alfo  honoured  him  with  many  favours.  For 
he  confirmed  him  in  the  high  prieft's  office,  admitted  him  into 
a  chief  place  among  his  friends,  and,  on  his  requeft,  agreed  to 
^dd  to  Judea  the  three  toparchies  of  Apherema,  Lydda,  and 
Ramatha,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Samaria,  and  to  free 
the  whole  land  under  his  government  of  all  manner  of  taxes, 
tolls,  and  tributes,  whatfoever,  for  300  talents,  to  be  paid 
in  lieu  of  them,  and  then  returned  again  to  Antioch  ;  where 
^  going  on  in  the  fame  methods  of  cruelty,  fohy,  and  rafif- 
nefs,  he  daily  alienated  the  people  more  and  more  from  him, 
till,  at  length,  he  made  them  all  ready  for  a  general  de- 
fedion. 

Which  being  obferved  by  Dicdotus,  afterwards  called  Try- 
phon,  who  formerly  had  ferved  Alexander  as  governor  of  An- 
tioch in  conjunction  with  Hierax,  he  ^  thought  this  a  fit 
time  for  him  to  play  a  gaining  game  for  his  own  interell,  aim- 
ing at  nothing  Icfs  than,  by  the  advantage  of  thefe  dilorders, 
to  put  the  crown  upon  his  own  head.  And  therefore,  going 
^  into  Arabia  to  Zabdiel,  who  had  the  bringing  un  of  An- 

tiochus, 

*  I  Maccab.  xi.  20 — 37.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  8. 

^  Juftin.  lib.  36.  CI. 

*^  I  Maccab.  11.  39.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  9.  Appian.  in  Syriacis. 
Epitome  Livii,  lib.  52.    Strabo,  lib.  16.  p.  75a. 

^  In  the  Greek  orii^inal  this  Zabdiel  is  called  Kx^axxuai,  from  the 
Arabic  word  Alnielec^  i.  e.  tl e  King.  The  former  was  the  name  of  his 
perfon,  the  ether  of  his  office  ;  for  he  was  k'nt;  of  that  part  of  Arabia 
where  he  lived.  In  fome  Greek  copies  it  is  r<^aXKua<,  as  in  Aldub's, 
the  Alexandrian,  and  the  Couipiutenlian  ;  and,  out  of  one  of  theie  co- 
pies the  Englifli  vevfion  being  made,  hence  therein  we  read  Simalcue. 
'y,nX.,  in  what  copy  foever  2/^3t\y.«ai  is  foui.d,  it  is,  by  the  error  of  tlie 
tranfcribers,  for  E\icaxx«ai :  for,  it  is  certain,  the  latter  only  can  be  the 
true  reading.  ^Fhis  the  Syriac  and  Jerome's  verfion  juftify  j  and  thi; 
v;ord  fo  written  fignificth  iumcthT.e;,  the  other  nothing. , 


290  CONNECTION    OF   THE   HISTQRY   OF  PART  IH 

tiochus,  the  fon  of  Alexander,  laid  before  him  the  then  ftr^te  of 
affairs  in  Syria,  telling  him,  how  all  the  people,  and  efpecially 
tjie  foldiery,  were  difaftefted  to  Demetrius,  and  that  thereby 
a  favourable  opportunity  was  offered  for  recovering  to  An- 
ticchus  his  father's  kingdom.  And  therefore  he  defired,  that 
the  youth  might  be  put  into  his  hands,  that  he  uiight  profe- 
cute  this  advantage  for  him.  For  this  fcheme  of  treafon  was 
iiril  to  claim  the  crown  for  Antiochus  ;  and,  when  he  fliould 
have  gotten  it,  by  virtue  of  that  claim,  then  to  make  away 
that  youth,  and  wear  it  himfelf ;  and  fo  it  afterwards  accord- 
ingly happened.  But  Zabdiel,  either  feeing  through  the  de- 
fign,  or  elfe  difliking  the  projecl,  would  not  immediately  yield 
to  the  propofal,  which  detained  Tryphon  there  many  days  fur- 
ther to  prefs  and  iolicit  the  matter,  till  at  length,  either  by  the 
force  of  his  importunities,  or  the  force  of  his  prefents,  he 
brought  over  Zabdiel  to  comply  with  him,  and  obtained  from 
him  what  he  defired. 

In  the  mean  while,  Jonathan  preffed  hard  on  the  fiege  of  the 
fortrefs  at  Jerufalem;  but,  finding  no  fuccefs  in  it,  he  ^fentan 
embalTy  to  Demetrius,  to  defire  of  him  the  withdrawing  of  this 
garriion  which  he  could  not  expel.  Demetrius,  being  tlieii 
very  much  embaraffed  by  the  tumults  and  feditior.s  of  tlie  An- 
tiochians,  whom  he  had  provoked  to  the  utmoft  averfion  both 
againft  him  and  his  government,  promifed  Jonathan,  that  he 
would  do  this  and  much  more  for  him,  provided  he  would  fend 
him  fome  forces  for  his  alTiftance  againft  the  prefent  mutineers : 
whereon  Jonathan  immediately  difpatched  away  to  him  3000 
men.  On  their  arrival,  Demetrius,  confiding  in  the  llrength 
of  this  recruit,  would  have  difarmed  the  Antiochians,  and 
therefore  commanded  them  all  to  bring  in  their  arms  :  whicli 
they  refufing  to  do,  rofe  all  in  a  tumult,  to  the  number  of 
i2o»oco  men,  and  befet  the  palace,  with  intent  to  flay  the  ty- 
rant. Hereon  the  Jew?,  coming  to  his  affiftance,  fell  upon 
them  with  fire  and  fword,  burning  a  great  part  of  the  city, 
and  (laying  of  the  inhabitants  about  ico,cco  perfons.  This 
brought  the  reff  to  fue  for  peace  ;  which  being  granted  them, 
the  tumult  ceafed  ;  and  the  Jews,  having  thus  retaliated  upon 
tlie  Antiochians  what  they  had  formerly  fuffered  frcm  them 
in  Judah  and  Jeruf:dem,  efpecially  in  the  time  of  Antiochus 
Epiphancs,  returned  with  vafl  fpoils  and  great  honour  to  their 
own  country. 

Uut  Demetrius,  ^'  flill  going  on  with  his  fame  methods  of 

cruelty, 

^  I  MAccab.  xi.  41—51.    Jofeph.  lib.  i:.  c  9.    Diodor.  Sic.  in  Ex^ 
CcrptisValefii,  p.  347.3/18, 

^  Diodor.  ibid. 
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cruelty,  tyranny,  and  oppreffion,  put  many  to  death  for  the 
late  fedition,  confifcated  the  goods  of  others,  and  drove  great 
numbers  into  baniflinient.  Whereon  the  whole  kingdom 
being  every  where  filled  with  hatred  and  anger  againft  him, 
they  only  wanted  an  opportunity  for  their  revenge  for  the 
executing  of  it  upon  him  to  the  utmoft.  And  notwithftand- 
ing  his  promifes  to  Jonathan,  and  the  great  obligations  which 
he  owed  to  him  for  his  late  affiftance,  his  ^  condu6l  towards 
him  was  no  better  than  to  all  the  reft.  For,  thinking  now 
he  fhould  have  no  more  need  of  him,  he  broke  the  bargain 
he  had  made  with  him  at  Ptolemais,  of  freeing  him  and  his 
people  from  all  taxes,  tolls,  and  tribute,  for  300  talents,  to  be 
paid  him  for  the  redemption  of  them,  and,  notwithftanding  he 
had  received  the  money,  ^  demanded,  that  all  the  faid  taxes, 
tolls,  and  tribute,  Ihould  be  ftill  paid  in  the  utmoft  rigour  as 
formerly,  and  threatened  him  with  w^ar  unlefs  this  were  done; 
whereby  he  alienated  the  Jews  as  much  from  him  as  he  had 
all  others. 

While  things  were  in  this  ftate,  ^  Tryphon,  having  at 
length   obtained  of  Zabdiel  to  have  Antiochus, 

the  ion  of  Alexander,   delivered  unto  him,  came    ^""^^44. 

•  i_  ,  .      •         o      •  11  1   -1     ,   •  1        Jonathan  17. 

with  him  into  oyria,  and  there  laid  claim  to  the 

kingdom  for  him  :  whereon  all  the  foldiers  whom  Demetrius 

had  dift^anded,  and  multitudes  of  ethers  whom  he  had  by  his 

ill  condu£l  made  his  enemies,  flocked  to  the  pretender  ;  and, 

having  declared  him  king,   marched  under  his  banner  a^^ainft 

Demetrius  ;    and,   having  vanquilLed  him   in   battle,  forced 

him  into  Seleucia,  took  all  his  elephants,  and  made  themfelves 

mafters   of  Antioch,    and  there  placed  Antiochus  upon  the 

throne  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  giving  him  the  name  of  Theos^ 

or  the  divine. 

And  Jonathan,  being  provoked  by  the  ill  return  Demetrius 
had  made  him  for  his  great  fervices  to  him,  accepted  of  the 
invitation  which  he  had  received  from  the  new  king,  of  co- 
ming into  his  intereft.  ,For,  as  foon  as  Antiochus  had  gain- 
ed Antioch,  there  ^  was  fent  from  him  an  embalTy  to  Jona- 
than, with,  letters  w-rirten  in  his  name,  whereby  tlie  high 
prieft's  office  was  confirmed  to  him,  the  grant  of  the  three 
toparchies  renewed,  and  a  fourth  added  to  them  ;  and  he  v.'as 
allowed  to  wear  purple,  and  the  golden  buckle,  and  to  have 
place  among  the  chief  of  the  king's  friends  ;  and  many  other 

privileges 

^  I  Maccab.xi.  53. 

b  Jofcph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  9. 

_^  I  Maccab.  xi.  54 — 56.  Epitome  Livli,  lib.  52.  Jofephus,  Iblu.  Ap- 
planus  in  Syriacis. 

d  I  Maccab.  xi.  5  7—59.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib,  13.  c.  9. 
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privileges  and  advantages  were  moreover  added.  And  Simon 
was  made  chief  commander  of  all  the  king's  forces,  from  « 
the  Ladder  of  Tyre  to  the  borders  of  Egypt,  on  condition 
that  thefe  two  brothers  and  the  Jews  would  declare  for  him  ; 
which  Jonathan  readily  confented  to,  having  juft  reafon  for 
it  from  the  ill  conduct  of  Demetrius  towards  him,  Wliere- 
on  ^  a  commiffion  was  fent  him  to  raife  forces  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Antiochiis  through  all  Coele-Syria  and  Palefline  ;  by 
virtue  whereof  having  gotten  together  a  great  army,  <^  he 
marched  round  the  country  even  as  far  as  Damafcus,  to  fe- 
cure  all  in  thofe  parts  to  the  intereft  of  Antiochus.  For  ^  the 
diverting  of  Jonathan  from  this  purpofe,  the  forces  which 
Demetrius  had  in  Ccele-Syria  and  Phoenicia  drew  together, 
and  invaded  Galilee  :  whereon  ^  Jonathan  marched  thither 
to  oppofe  them,  ^  leaving  Simon  to  command  in  Judea.  On 
^.his  firft  coming  into  Galilee,  being  drawn  into  an  ambufti, 
he  had  like  to  have  been  overborne  by  the  enemy  ;  and  mofl 
of  his  forces  falling  into  a  panic  fear,  fled  from  him,  except- 
ing a  very  few  of  the  valianteft  of  them.  But  the(e  few, 
making  a  refolute  ftand,  the  reft  rallied,  and,  coming  on 
again  to  the  fight,  won  the  viftory.  And  ^  Simon,  in  the 
interim,  laying  fiege  to  Bethfura,  forced  it  to  a  furrender, 
and  thereby  expelled  the  Heathen,  who  had  long  kept  a  gar- 
rifon  there,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  ail  the  country  round 
it. 

Jonathan,  on  his  return  into  Judea,  finding  all  things  v/eve 
in  quiet,  '  fent  ambaffadors  to  the  Romans  to  renew  with 
them  t)ie  league  which  they  made  with  Judas  ;  who,  being 
introduced  into  the  fenate,  were  there  received  with  honour, 
and  difmifTed  with  their  full  fatisfadion.  On  their  return 
from  Roir.e,  their  orders  were  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the 
Lacedemonians,  and  the  other  allies  of  the  Jews  in  thcfe  parts, 
for  the  like  renewing  of  their  leagues  with  them  ;  which  they 
having  accordingly  done,  they  returned  to  Jerufalem,  bringing 
back  with  them  full  fuccefs  in  all  the  negotiations  on  which 
they  were  fent. 

The 

*  The  Ladder  of  Tyre  is  a  mountahi  fo  called,  lying  on  the  feacoall 
between  'lyre  arid  Ptolcmais. 
h  Jofrphiis,  ibid. 

'  I  Maccab.  xi.6o — 62.    Jofephus,  ibiJ. 
d  i';Maccnb.  xi.  63. 
^   I  Maccab.  xi.ri4.    Jofephus,  ibid, 
f  I  Macc;(b.  &  Jofephus,  ibid. 
8   I  M.'iccAb.  xi.  67 — 74. 

^  I  M.icc.ib.  xi.  6j.  66.  £c  xiv.  7.  Sc  33.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  9, 
i  1  Maccab.  xli.  i — 13.    Jofephu:*,  ibid. 
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The  »  captains  of  Dcuietiias's  threes,  whom  Jonathan  had 
lately  vanquifhed  in  Galilee,  having,  by  new  reinforcements, 
much  increafed  their  number  and  itrength,  came  the  fecond 
time  againll  him  :  whereon  he  marched  out  to  meet  them,  ^s 
far  as  Amathis,  in  the  iitmofl  confines  of  Canaan,  and  there 
encamped  againft  them  ;  where,  being  informed  by  his  fpies, 
that  their  intent  was  to  ftorm  his  caaip  the  next  night,  he 
took  care  to  be  in  full  readinefs  to  receive  them  ;  which  the 
enemy  finding  on  their  approach,  they  were  fo  difcouraged  at 
the  difappointment,  that,  returning  to  their  camp,  and  lighting 
fires  in  it  to  make  it  believed  that  they  were  ftill  there,  they 
ma*  ched  off  in  the  night,  and  were  got  fo  far  by  the  time  Jo- 
nathan found  they  were  gone,  that,  though  he  immediately,  on 
the  difcovery  of  it,  purfued  after  them,  yet  it  was  all  in  vain. 
For  tiiey  had  pafied  the  river  Eleutherus,  and  were  thereby 
got  out  of  his  reach  before  he  could  come  up  thither.  After 
this  he  led  back  his  army  again  ft  the  Arabs  that  were  of  De- 
raetrius's  party,  and,  having  fmitten  them,  and  taken  their 
fpoils,  turned  his  courfe  towards  Damafcus;  and,  paflino-  over 
the  country  thereabout,  made  flrid  iiujuiry  after  all  that  were 
adverfaries  to  the  intereil  of  Antiochus,  and  fuppreiTed  them 
every  where.  And,  while  he  was  thus  employed  beyond  Jor- 
dan, Simon  his  brother  was  not  idle  in  Judea  :  for,  marching 
thence  into  the  land  of  the  Philiftines,  he  made  all  there  fub- 
mit  to  him  ;  and,  having  taken  Joppa,  he  placed  a  ftrong  gar- 
rifon  in  it. 

After  this,  both  brothers  being  returned  to  Jerufalem,  ^ 
they  called  the  great  council  of  the  nation  together,  toconfult 
about  the  repairing  and  new  fortifying  of  Jerufalem,  and  other 
ftrong  holds  in  Judea,  fo  that  they  might  be  made  tenable 
againlt  any  fc:->emy  that  Hiould  come  againft  them.  And  it  being 
then  agreed,  that  the  walls  of  Jerufalem,  where  they  were 
broken  down  or  decayed,  fhould  be  repaired,  and  where  too 
low  fhould  be  built  higher,  and  every  thing  elfedone  that  w^as 
neceflary  thoroughly  to  fortify  the  place  ;  all  this  was  imme- 
dip.tely  fet  about,,  and  carried  on  with  the  utmofl  expedition. 
And  at  the  fame  time  they  built  a  wall  or  mount  between  the 
fortrefs  and  the  reft  of  the  city,  that  the  Heathen  who  were  in 
garrifon  there,  might  receive  no  relief  of  provifion,  or  of  any- 
thing elfe  that  way  :  which  foon  reduced  them  to  great  diftrefs, 
and  very  much  forwarded  that  neceftity,  whereby  at  laft  they 
were  forced  to  furrender  the  place.  Jonathan  took  on  him- 
felf  the  overfight  of  all  thefe  works  at  Jerufalem  ;  and  while 

he 
=  I  M^ccab.  xii.  a4— 34.   Tofeph.  ibid, 
t'  J  Maccab.xii.  jj— 38.  Jofeph.  ibid. 
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he  was  there  thus  employed,  Simon  went  into  the  country, 
and  did  the  fame  as  to  all  the  other  fortrefles  and  ftrong  holds 
that  were  in  the  land  ;  and  thereby  the  whole  country  became 
well  fortified   againft  any  enemy  that  fliould  come   to  make 


war  againft  it. 


Tryphon,  *  thinking  his  plot  for  the  making  away  of  An- 
tiochus,  and  feizing  the  crown  of  Syria  to  himfelf,  now  ripe 
for  execution  in  all  other  particulars,  fave  only  that  he  fore- 
faw  Jonathan  would  never  be  brought  to  bear  fo  great  a  vil- 
lany,  refolved  at  any  rate  to  take  him  out  of  the  way  ;  and 
therefore  marched  with  a  great  army  towards  Judea,  in  order 
to  get  him  into  his  power,  that  fo  he  might  put  him  to  death. 
On  his  coming  to  Bethfan,  there  Jonathan  met  him  with 
40,00c  men.  Tryphon,  feeing  him  at  .the  head  of  fo  great  an 
jjrmy,  durft  not  openly  attempt  any  thing  againft  him  ;  but  en- 
deavoured to  deceive  him  by  flattering  words,  and  a  falfe  ap- 
pearance of  friendfliip,  pretending,  that  he  came  thither  only 
to  confult  with  him  about  their  common  intereft,  and  to  put 
Ptclemais  into  his  hands,  which  he  intended  wholly  to  refign 
to  him  ;  and,  having  deceived  him  by  thefe  fair  pretences,  he 
perfuaded  him  to  fend  away  all  his  army,  except  3000  men, 
2CCO  of  which  he  fent  into  Galilee  ;  and,  with  the  other 
1  coo,  he  went  with  Tryphon  to  Ptolemais,  expelling,  accord- 
ing to  the  oath  of  that  traitor,  to  have  the  place  delivered  to 
him  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  and  his  company  were  got  within  the 
walls,  the  gates  were  Ihut  upon  them,  and  Jonathan  w^as  made 
a  prifoner,  and  all  his  men  were  put  to  the  fword.  And  im- 
mediately forces  were  fent  out  to  cut  olf  the  -zoco  alfo  that 
were  in  Galilee;  but  they  having  notice  of  what  had  been 
done  to  Jonathan  and  his  men  at  Ptolemais,  encouraged  each 
other  to  ftand  to  their  defence  ;  and  then,  joining  clofe  together, 
put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  refolutely  to  fight  for  their  lives; 
which  the  enemy  perceiving,  durft  not  attack  tbem,  but  per- 
mitted them  quietly  to  march  olF;  and  they  all  returned  fafe 
to  Jerufalem,  where  was  great  lamentation  for  what  had  hap- 
pened to  Jonathan.  For  hereon  ^  all  the  Heathen  round  about, 
finding  the  Jews  thus  deprived  of  their  captain,  were  making 
ready  to  deftroy  them :  and  Tryphon,  drawing  together  all 
his  forces  for  the  fame  purpofe,  reckoned  on  this  opportunity 
utterly  to  cut  off"  and  extirpate  the  whole  nation.  Whereon  '^ 
the  people  being  in  great  fears,  Simon  went  up  to  the  temple, 
and   then   calling   the    people    together  to  him,    encouraged 

them 

^  I  Maccp.b.  xii.  ^,9 — 52,     Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  10. 

^  I  Maccab.  xii.  f^, 

*=  X  Maccab.  xhi.  i — 11.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  31. 
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them  *  to  iland  to  their  defence,  and  offered  himfelf  to  fight 
for  them,  as  his  father  and  brother.^  had  done  before  him. 
Whereon  their  hearts  being  again  raifed,  and  their  drooping 
fpirits  revived,  they  unanimoufly  made  choice  of  Simon  to  be 
their  captain  in  the  place  of  Jonathan;  and,  under  his  condudt 
and  direction,  immediately  fet  themfelves  hard  at  work,  for 
the  finifhing  of  the  fortifications  at  Jerufalem,  which  Jonathaa 
had  begun.  And  on  Tryphon's  approach  to  invade  the  land, 
b  Simon  led  forth  a  great  army  againft  him  ;  whereon  Try-. 
phon  not  daring  to  engage  him  in  battle,  fent  to  him  a  deceit- 
ful melTage,  telling  him,  that  he  had  feized  Jonathan  only  be- 
caufe  he  owed  loo  talents  to  the  king,;  that,  in  cafe  he  would 
fend  the  money  and  Jonathan's  two  fons  to  be  hoftages  for 
their  father's  fidelity  to  the  king,  he  would  fet  him  again  at: 
liberty.  Though  Simon  well  faw  all  this  was  fraud  and  de-i 
ceit,  yet  he  complied,  to  avoid  the  ill  report  which  otherwife 
might  have  been  raifed  againil  him,  as  if  he  had  wilfully  cau- 
fed  his  brother's  death  by  the  refufal ;  and  therefore  fent  both  the 
money  and  the  young  men.  But  the  falfe  traitor,  according  as 
Simon  forefaw,  when  he  had  received  all  that  he  demanded, 
would  do  nothing  of  what  he  had  promifed;  but  itill  detained 
Jonathan  in  chains ;  and,  after  having  gotten  together  more 
forces,  '^  he  came  again  to  invade  the  land,  with  intent  utterly 
to  deftroy  it.  But  Simon,  coafting  him  wherever  he  marched, 
oppofed  and  bafiled  him  in  all  his  defigns.  At  this  time  the 
Heathen  garrifon  in  the  fortrefs  at  Jerufalem,  being  much  di- 
flreiTed  by  reafon  of  the  blockade  laid  at  firil  by  Jonathan,  and 
now  continued  by  Simon,  pref ed  hard  for  relief;  and  Try- 
phon,  having  accordingly  formed  a  defign  offending  relief  to 
them,  ordered  out  all  his  liorfe  one  night  for  the  executing  of 
it.  But  they  had  not  marched  far,  ere  there  fell  fo  great  a 
fnow,  as  not  only  made  their  further  proceeding  on  this  enter- 
prife  impradlicable,  bat  aifo  forced  Tryphon  and  all  his  army 
next  day  to  decamp  and  begone,  as  being  able  no  longer  to 
bear  abroad  in  tlie  field  the  feverity  of  the  feafon.  On  his 
retreat  from  thence  to  his  winter-quarters,  coming  to  Bafcama 
in  the  land  of  Gilead,  he  there  put  Jonathan  to  death.  And 
after  that  thinking  he  had  no  one  elfe  to  fear,  for  the  ob- 
VoL.  III.  U  ftruding 

*  The  outer  court  of  the  temple  which  was  called  the  court  of  the 
Gentiles,  was  the  place  where  the  people  alTembled  on  all  occafions.  It 
was  called  the  court  of  the  Gentiles,  becaufe  fo  far  as  into  this  court  the 
Gentiles  of  what  nation  focver  might  come,  but  were  not  allowed  to  pafa 
the  Chel  into  the  inner  court,  unlcfs  they  were  circumcifed,  and  made 
thorough  profelytes  to  the  whole  Jewifli  law. 

ij  I  Maccab,  xiii.  12 — 19.  Joienh.  Antiq^  Ub.  13*  c.  Ii» 

^  I  Maccab*  xiii.  jo— 24* 
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ftrudlng  of  him  in  the  ultimate  execution  of  his  defigns,  he 
*  caufed  Antiochus  to  be  fecret!y  put  to  death,  giving  out 
that  he  died  of  the  ftone ;  and  then,  alTuming  the  crown,  de- 
clared himfelf  king  of  Syria  in  his  flead. 

AVhea  Simon  heard  of  his  brother's  death,  and  that  they 
had  buried  him  at  Bafcama,  he  ^  fent  and  fetched 
Simon  1  ^^^^  bones  from  thence,  and  buried  them  in  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  his  father  at  Modin,  over  which  he  af- 
terward erected  a  very  famous  monument  of  a  great  height, 
all  built  of  white  marble,  curioufly  wrought  and  polifhed  ; 
near  which  he  placed  feven  pyramids,  two  for  his  father  and 
mother,  four  for  his  four  brothers,  and  the  feventh  for  him- 
felf, and  then  encotnpaffed  the  whole  with  a  flately  portico 
fupported  by  marble  pillars,  each  of  an  whole  piece.  All 
which  was  a  very  excellent  work ;  and  being  ere«5l:ed  on  an 
eminence,  was  feen  far  oft  at  fea,  and  was  taken  notice  of  as 
a  remarkable  fea- mark  on  that  coaft,  whereby  fca-faring  men 
who  failed  that  way  direded  their  courfe.  Jofephus  ^  tells 
us,  that  it  was  remaining  entire  in  his  time,  and  then  looked 
on  as  a  curious  and  very  excellent  piece  of  architedure;  and 
Kufebius  alfo  ^  fpeaks  of  it  as  ftill  being  in  his  tim,?,  which 
was  above  200  years  after  the  time  of  Jofephus. 

Tryphon,  having  ufurned  the  crown  of  Syria,  would  gladly* 
have  himfelf  ^  acknowledged  king  by  the  Romans,  as  thinking 
this  would  add  great  reputation  both  to  himfelf  and  his  af- 
fairs ;  and  therefore  fent  a  fplendid  embally  to  them,  with  the 
prefent  of  a  golden  image  of  victory,  to  the  value  of  10,000 
pieces  of  gold,  hoping  to  obt^^in  both  for  the  fake  of  fo  va- 
luable a  gift,  and  the  good  omen  of  viftory  which  the  image 
carried  with  it,  to  be  owned  by  them  as  king  of  Syria.  But 
the  Romans,  cunningly  eluding  his  expe6lations,  received  the 
image,  and  ordered  to  be  engraven  on  it  the  name  of  An- 
tiochus, whom  Tryphon  had  lately  murdered,  as  if  he  had 
been  the  donor  of  it. 

But  the  ambafladors  of  Simon  were  there  received  with 
much  more  refpe£l.     For  as  foon  as  Jonathan  was   dead,  and 

Simon 

*  I  MacCrib.  xiii.  31.  32.  Jofeph  Antiq,  lib.  13.  c.  la.  Epit.  Livii.  lib. 
5?,  Juftin.lib.  36.  c.  I,  The  words  of  Jofephus  concerning  the  death 
of  Antiochus  arc,  That  it  was  given  outcJf  ;^«pi^o'.«£vof  «;r38iv»,  i.  c,  as  if  he 
died  while  under  the  hands  of  the  chirurgeon  for  cure ;  for  fo  the  word 
Xeipilo/xtxt  is  ufed  in  Hippocrates  :  and  Livy  telling  us,  that  his  pretended 
difeaft  was  the  ilone,  it  may  from  hence  be  inferred,  that  what  was  gi- 
ven out  was,  that  he  died  under  the  hands  of  the  chirurgeon  cutting  hira 
for  the  flone. 

b  I  Maccab.  xiii.  15—30.  Jofeph,  Antiq.  lib.  13.  C  II. 

^  In  hxhcWciTTtpl  Tuv  Tonrr/.uv  *Ovof/.CC7UV 

d  Diodor,  Sic.  k^aU  31* 
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Simon  admitted  to  be  his  fucceffor,  both  in  the  high  prieil- 
hood  and  government  of  the  land,  he  fent  ambalTadors,  to  no- 
tify it  to  the  Romans  and  other  allies..  The  Romans  ^  wefe 
very  forry  at  the  death  of  Jonathan ;  but  when  they  heard  that 
Simon  was  in  his  place,  this  was  well  pleafing  to  them.  And 
therefore,  when  his  ambafladors  approached  Rome,  they  fent 
out  ^  to  meet  them,  and  received  them  with  honour,  ^  and 
readily  renewed  all  their  former  leagues  made  with  his  pre- 
deceffors  ;  which  being  written  in  tables  of  brafs,  were  car- 
ried to  Jerufalem,  and  there  read  before  all  the  people.  And 
the  fame  ambalTadors,  on  their  return  from  Rome,  ^  went  alfo 
to  the  Lacedemonians,  and  other  allies  of  the  Jews,  and,  in  the 
name  of  Simon,  renewed  in  like  manner  all  former  leagues 
with  them,  and  returned  with  authentic  inftruments  hereof  ta 
Jerufalem. 

^  Sarpedon,  one  of  Demetrius's  captains,  coming  into  Phoe- 
nicia with  an  army,  a  battle  happened  between  him  and  the 
forces  which  Tryphon  had  in  thofe  parts.  This  battle  was  fought 
near  the  walls  of  Ptolemais,  in  which  Sarpedon  being  vanquilh- 
ed,  he  retreated  into  the  inland  country.  But  the  Tryphonians, 
on  their  return  from  the  purfuit,  marching  back  to  Ptolemais, 
on  the  beach  of  the  fea,  a  fudden  tide  coming  upon  them,  over- 
whelmed a  great  number  of  their  men,  and  then  going  back  agaia 
with  as  fudden  an  ebb,  as  it  had  come  on  with  a  flow,  left  the 
dead  bodies  on  the  llrand,  with  a  great  quantity  of  fifh  min- 
gled with  them ;  whereon,  Sarpedon's  men  again  returning, 
took  up  the  fifh,  and,  by  way  of  thankfgiving  for  them,  and  the 
deftruftion  that  had  befallen  the  enemy,  offered  facrifices  to 
Neptune  before  the  very  gates  of  Ptolemais,  in  the  fame  plac2 
where  the  battle  had  been  before  fought. 

But,  while  Demetrius^s  foldiers  were  thus  fighting  for  him 
in  the  field,  ^  he  lay  idle  at  Laodicea,  glutting  himfelf  with 
all  the  vile  pleafures  of  luxury  and  lewdnefs,  without  being 
made  wifer  by  his  calamities,  or  feeming  at  all  to  be  fenlibls 
of  them.  However  Tryphon  having  given  fuiEcient  reafon 
for  the  Jews  utterly  to  renounce  him  and  his  party,  Simon  ^ 
fent  a  crown  of  gold  to  Demetrius,  and  ambaifadors  to  treat 
with  him  about  terms  of  peace  and  alliance  j  who  having 
obtained  from  that  prince  a  grant  of  confirmation  of  the 
high  prieilhood  and  principality  to  Simon,  and  a  releafe  of  all 

U  2  taxes, 

f  Diodor.  Sic.  in  Excerptis 
Vaielii,  p.  353-. 

^  I  Maccab.  xiii.  24—42.  8c 
c.xiv.  38 — 41.  Tofeph,  Antiqi. 
lib.  n.  c,  XX, 


'  I  Maccab.  xiv. 

16.17. 

b  I  Maccab.  xiv, 

.  40.    Gr.  a.7rrivTria-a] 

'^-  I  Mdccab.  xiv. 

18.  19. 

^  I  Maccab.  xiv. 

20—23. 

*^  Strabo,  lib.  16. 

p.  758,  Ath^nse. 

',  lib.  8.  p.  33^ 
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taxes,  tolls,  and  tributes,  with  an  oblivion  of  all  paft  a6ls  of 
hoftility,  on  the  condition  of  the  Jews  joining  with  him  againft 
Tryphon,  they  returned  to  Jerulalein  with  letters  under  the 
royal  fignarure,  containing  the  fame  ;  which  being  accepted 
of  and  confirmed  by  all  the  people  of  the  Jews,  by  virtue  here- 
of Simon  was  made  fovereign  prince  of  the  Jews,  and  the  land 
freed  from  all  foreign  yoke.  And  therefore  the  Jews  from 
this  time,  inftead  of  dating  their  inftruments  and  contrafts  by 
the  years  of  the  Syrian  kings,  as  they  had  hitherto  done, 
thenceforth  dated  them  by  the  years  of  Simon  and  his  fuccef- 
fors. 

Simon,  having  thus  obtained  the  independent  fovereignty 
of  the  land,  ^  made  a  progrefs  through  it  to  fee  to  and  pro- 
vide for  its  fecurity,  repairing  the  fortifications  in  thofe  cities 
and  places  where  they  were  decayed,  and  making  new  ones  in 
thofe  where  they  were  wanting,  and  this  he  efpecially  did  at 
Bethfura  and  Joppa.  The  former  he  made  a  place  of  arms, 
and  put  a  llrong  garifon  in  it  ;  and  the  latter  being  the  near- 
eft  maritime  town  to  Jerufalem,  though  at  the  diftance  of  40 
iniles  from  it,  ^  he  made  it  the  fea  port  to  that  city,  and  all 
Judea,  it  being  the  fittelf  place  on  all  that  coaft  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  their  trade  through  it  to  all  the  ifles  and  countries 
in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  it  ferved  them  for  this  purpofe  for 
mai^y  ages  after,  as  it  ftill  doth  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun- 
try even  to  this  day,  and  it  is  there  flill  known  by  the  fame 
name. 

And  whereas  ^  Gazara,  on  the  death  of  Jonathan,  had  re- 
volted, he  laid  fiege  to  the  place  ;  and,  having  reduced  it,  he 
caft  out  all  tlie  Heathen  out  of  the  city,  and  planted  it  wholly 
with  Jews  ;  and,  having  well  fortified  it,  built  an  houfe  there 
for  himfclf,  v/herein  he  might  lodge  when  his  affairs  Ihould 
call  him  to  that  place. 

The 

^  I  Maccab.  xiii.  23-  &  c.  xiv.  7.  23- 

'•  I  IMaccab.  xiv.  5.  34. 

*^  I  Maccp.b.  xiii.  4.^—48-  Here  in  the  Greek  original,  as  well  as  our 
Knglilh  vi  rfion,  it  is  Gnza  (vcr.  43-)»  but,  beyond  all  doubt,  it  is  here  put 
i'cr  Gazara  by  the  error  of  tranil-ribers;  for  the  taking  of  Gazara  is  fpo- 
Iccn  of  among  the  good  works  of  Sinnon,  i  Maccab.  xiv.  7.  34.  and  alfo 
by  Jofcphus,  lib.  13.  c.  11.  but  nothing  is  faid  in  cither  of  thefe  hiftoriea 
of  Siinon's  taking  Gn7a.  And  Gazara  is  often  mentioned  in  them,  as  in 
the  hands  of  Simon,  ^ut  Gnza  never  (except  alone  in  this  place).  This 
city  of  Gazara  is  the  fame  with  the  ancient  Gezer  fo  often  mentioned  in 
the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  TefHamcnt.  And  here,  moft  likely,  it  was  that 
Simon  built  him  an  houfe,  i  Mac.  xiii.  48.  and  that  this  was  the  houfe 
whtrtiTi  John  his  fon  dwelt,  when  he  fent  him  to  refide  at  Gazara,  and 
there  command  his  forces  in  thofe  parts.  Strabo  calls  this  city  Gadaris, 
lind  plac<  th  it  near  Azotuf  (as  the  author  of  the  tirft  book  of  the  Mac- 
c.-ibees  doth,  xiv.  34.  and  faith  of  it,  that  the  Jews  had  taken  pofleffiojs 
of  it,  lib.  16.  p.  759. 
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The  Heathen  in  the  fortrefs  at  Jerufalem  fmce  Jonathan's 
building  of  the  wall  againft  them,  which  did  cut 
them  off  from  all  communication  with  the  reft  of  simona^^* 
the  city,  being  much  diftreffed  for  want  of  provifions 
and  all  other  neceflaries,  ^  were  thereby  at  length  brought  to 
that  ncceffity  as  forced  them  to  furrender  the  place  and  depart 
the  land  ;  whereon  Simon  took  poiTeffion  of  it,  and  thereby  de- 
livered Ifrael  from  a  great  grievance,  that  garrifon  having  been 
a  terrible  thorn  in  their  fide  ever  finceAntiochus  Epiphanesfirfl 
placed  it  there.  And,  that  they  might  no  more  in  like  manner 
be  annoyed  from  that  place,  ^  Simon  demoliflied  not  only  the 
fortrefs,  but  alfo  the  hill  itfelf  on  which  it  flood ;  for  it  over- 
topping, and  thereby  commanding  the  mountain  of  the  temple, 
if  any  other  enemy  fliould  at  any  time  after  feize  that  place, 
they  might  from  thence  caufe  them  the  fame  mifchief.  And 
therefore,  Simon  having  called  the  people  together,  and  fully 
laid  before  them  what  they  had  fuffered  from  that  place,  and 
what  they  might  again  fuffer,  fhould  it,  at  any  time  after, 
again  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  propofed  to  them  the 
digging  down  of  the  mountain  itfelf  to  the  level  of  the  moun- 
tain of  the  temple,  that  fo  there  might  not  be  left  a  poffibility 
of  any  more  annoying  the  temple  from  that  place;  which 
they  all  readily  confenting  to,  immediately  did  fet  about  the 
work,  and  carried  it  on  with  great  affiduity,  all  taking  their 
turns  in  it,  till  at  length,  after  three  years  conflant  labour 
employed  herein,  they  fully  finiihed  all  that  vv^as  intended. 
And,  while  this  was  a-doing,  ^  Simon  new  fortified  the  moun- 
tain of  the  temple,  repairing  the  outer  wall,  and  making  it 
flronger  than  it  was  before,  and  provided  habitations  within 
it,  both  for  himfelf  and  company  ;  and  there  he  afterwards 
dwelt :  and  moft  likely  liIs  houfe  flood  where  the  caftle  An- 
tonia  was  afterwards  built. 

Simon  '^  finding  his  fon  John,  afterwards  called  Hyrcanus, 
to  be  a  valiant  man  and  very  expert  in  all  military  affairs, 
he  made  him  general  of  all  the  forces  of  Judea,  and  fent  him  to 
live  at  Gazara,  that  being  a  border  which  moft  wanted  his 
prefence  ;  and  joppa  being  in  the  neighbourhood,  perchance  to 
be  nigh  that  place,  for  the  fupervifing  of  thofe  works  that 
were  there  carrying  on  by  his  order,  for  the  making  of  it  a 
convenient  fea-port  for  all  Judea,  might  be  another  reafon 
why  he  appointed  him  to  have  his  refidence  in  that  place. 

T  3  Demetrius 

*  I  rvracc;^^.  xlil.  49 — 52. 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  ir. 

*  I  M.HCcab.  xiii.  52. 
<  I  ?/laccab.  xiii^jj. 
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Demetrius  was  at  length  rouzed  up  from  his  floth,  bj  manj 
meffages  out  of  the  Eaft  inviting  him  thither  :  for 
nno  141.  a  jj^^  Parthians,  having  now  over-run  in  a  manner 
all  the  Eaft,  and  fubjugated  to  them  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Alia,  from  the  river  Indus  to  the  Euphrates,  thofe  that 
were  of  the  Macedonian  race  in  thofe  countries,  not  bearing  this 
ufurpation,  nor  that  pride  and  infolence  with  which  thofe  new 
mafters  ruled  over  them,  earneftl  j  invited  Demetrius  hy  repeat- 
ed emballies  to  come  into  thofe  parts,  promifing  him  a  general 
revolt  from  the  Parthians,  and  fuch  afliftance  of  forces  againft 
them  as  Ihould  enable  him  abfolutely  to  fupprefs  thofe  ufurp- 
crs,  and  recover  again  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft:  to  his  em- 
pire. With  which  hopes,  Demetrius,  being  excited  to  undertake 
this  expedition,  marched  over  the  Euphrates,  leaving  Trj- 
phon  in  poiTeflion  of  the  greater  part  of  Syria  behind  him  : 
for  he  reckoned,  that,  after  he  ihould  have  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  Eaft,  he  ihould  have  fuch  an  augmentation 
of  power  as  would  beft  enable  him  to  fupprefs  that  rebel  on 
his  return.  As  foon  as  he  came  eaftward,  the  Elymaeans, 
the  Perfians,  and  the  Ba6trians,  declared  for  him  ;  and,  by  their 
aiTiftance,  he  overthrew  the  Parthians  in  many  conflidts.  But 
at  laft,  under  the  fliew  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  being  drawn  into  a 
fnare,  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  all  his  army  cut  in  pieces  ; 
and  hereby  the  Parthian  empire  became  eftabliflied  with  that 
greatnefs  of  power  and  firmnefs  of  ftability,  as  to  make  it  laft 
for  feveral  ages  after,  to  the  tenor  of  all  within  their  reach, 
even  to  the  rivalling  of  the  Romans  themfelves  in  the  ftrength 
of  their  arms,  and  the  prowefs  and  fame  of  their  military  ex- 
ploits. 

The  king  that  reigned  in  Parthia  at  this  time  was  ^  Mi- 
thridates,  the  fon  of  Priapatius,  a  very  valiant  and  wife  prince, 
HowArfaces  firft  founded  the  kingdom  of  the  Parthians,  and 
how  Arfaces  his  fon  after  fettled  and  ePiablillied  it  by  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  j4ntiochus  the  Great,  hath  been  *^  already  related. 
The  fon  and  fucceifor  of  the  fecond  Arfaces,  ^  was  Priapatius, 
called  alfo  Arfaces  {that  being  the  family  name  of  all  the  kings 
of  tliis  race).  He  having  reigned  fifteen  years,  left  the  crown, 
at  his  death,  to  '^  Phrahates  his  eldcft  fon;  after  whofe  death 
fr.cceeded  this  ^  Mithridates  his  brother,  the  Parthian  king, 
into  whofe  hands  Demetrius  fell.  He  was  therefore  from  Arfa- 
ces, the  llrft  founder  of  that  kingdom,  the  fourth  in  defcent.  and 

tlie 

=  Juftin.  lib.  36.  c.  I.  o:  Hb.  3R.  c.  9.  i  Maccab.  xiv.  i — 3.  Joftph. 
j\r,tiq.  Hb.  I.-?,  c.  9.  &  c.  ii.  Orafnis,  lib.  5.  c.  4. 

t>  Juftin.  lib.  41.  c.  5.  &  6.  Diod.  Sic.  in  Exceiptis  Valefii,p.  359.  36c. 
*"  Part  II.  bonk  2.  under  the  year  208. 
*  Juftin.  lib.  41.  c.  5. 
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the  fifth  in  fucceffion  of  reiffnin^,  and  not  the  lixth,  ^  as  Orofius 
faith.  He  having  ^  fubdued  the  Meaes,  the  Elymoeans,  the  Per- 
fians,  and  the  Badrians,  extended  his  dominions  into  India,  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  Alexander's  conquefts  ;  and,  having 
vanquifhed  Demetrius,  '^  finally  fecured  Babylonia  and  Mefo- 
potamia  alfo  to  his  empire  ;  fo  that  thenceforth  he  had  Eu- 
phrates on  the  weft,  as  well  as  the  Ganges  on  the  eaft,  for  the 
limits  of  his  empire. 

After  Mithridates  had  thus  gotten  Demetrius  into  his  power, 
*  he  carried  him  round  the  revolted  provinces,  and  expofed 
him  every  where  to  their  view,  that  they,  by  feeing  the  prince 
whom  they  confided  in  reduced  to  this  ignominious  and  low 
condition,  might  be  the  eafier  brought  to  fubmit  again  to  their 
former  yoke.  But,  when  this  fhow  was  over,  he  allowed  him 
a  maintenance  fuitable  to  the  ftate  of  a  king,  ^  and,  fending  him 
into  Hyrcania  to  refide,  gave  him  Rhodaguna,  one  of  his 
daughters,  in  marriage.  However,  he  kept  him  ftill  in  capti- 
vity, though  with  as  much  freedom  as  was  confiftent  with  a 
captive  ftate,  and,  at  his  death,  left  him  in  this  condition  ^  to 
Phrahates  his  fon,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
particularly  related  of  Mithridates,  s  that,  having  conquered 
feveral  nations,  he  gathered  from  every  one  of  them  whatfo- 
ever  he  found  beft  in  their  conftitutions,  and  then,  out  of  the 
whole  collection,  made  a  body  of  moft  wholefome  laws  for  the 
government  of  his  empire. 

In  '^  a  general  congregation  of  the  priefts  and  elders,  and  all 
the  people  of  the  Jev/s  alTembled  together  at  Jeruf^lem,  it  was 
agreed,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  prefent,  that  the  fu- 
preme  government  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  high-prieft- 
hood,  fhould  be  conferred  on  Simon,  and  fettled  both  upon 
him  and  his  pofterity  after  him.  This  had  before  been  per- 
fonally  fettled  on  Simon  by  the  grant  of  Demetrius  the  Syrian 
king,  and  the  fame  was  now  granted  alfo  by  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Jews,  and  the  fettlement  made,  not  only  on  the  perfon 
of  Simon,  but  upon  him  and  his  defcendants  for  ever.  And  a 
public  act  or  inftrument  in  writing  was  made  hereof,  wherein 
it  being  recited,  what  good  deeds  Simon  and  his  family  iiad 
done  for  the  people  of  the  Jews,  they,i  in  acknowledgement 

U  4  hereof^ 

»Lib.5.c.  4. 

'■'>  Diodor.  Sic.  ibid.    Orofius,  lib.  5.  c.  4. 

*^  Orofius,  ibid.    Jullin.  lib.  41.  c.  6., 

»'  Juflin.  lib.  36.  c.  I. 

^  Jultin.iV.id.  ^<lib.  38.C.9. 

i  Juftm.  lib.  38.  C.9.  &  lib.  41.  c.  i. 

^  Diodorus  Siculus  in  Excerpti^s  Valefii,  p.  361,, 

•■  I  Maccabees  xiv.  16—49. 
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hereof,  coriilitutedhim  their  prince,  as  well  as  their  higli  prieft, 
and  granted  both  dignities  to  him  and  his  pofterity  after  him; 
a  copy  of  which  a£t  they  ordered  to  be  engraven  on  tables  of 
brafs,  and  hung  up  in  the  fanduary,  and  laid  up  the  original 
in  the  facred  archives  belonging  to  the  treafury  of  the  tenople. 
And  from  that  time  Simon  took  on  him  the  ftate,  ftyle,  and 
authority  of  prince  as  well  as  high  prieft  of  the  Jews,  and  all 
public  a61:s  thenceforth  went  in  his  name.  And  after  him 
both  thefe  dignities  defcended  together  to  his  poflerit}^  and 
continued  among  them  thus  united  together  for  feveral  de- 
fcents,  they  being  at  the  fame  time  fovereign  pontiffs  and  fo- 
vereign  princes  of  the  Jewiih  nation.  This  a6l  bore  date  on 
the  1 8th  day  of  the  month  Elul  (which  was  the  6th  of  their 
months),  in  the  17  2d  year  of  the  gera  of  the  Seleucidse,  and 
the  third  of  Simon's  pontificate. 

At  this  time,  the  Jews  tell  us,  ^  Simeon  Ben  Shetach,  and 
Jehudah  Ben  Tabbai,  were  the  re^ors  and  chief  teachers  of 
the  divinity  fchool  at  Jerufalem  ;  the  firft  of  which,  they  fay, 
w^as  prefident,  and  the  other  vice-prefident  of  the  fanhedrim. 
Of  thefe  feveral  fables  are  told  in  the  Talmud,  which  are  not 
jvorth  troubling  the  reader  witli. 

Qneen  Cleopatra,  on  her  hulband's  captivity  in  Parthia,  ^ 
Ihut  up  herfelf  with  her  children  in  Seleucia  on  the 
Simor/'^°*  ^^ontcs,  and  there  many  of  Tryphon's  foldiers  re- 
volted to  her.  For,  being  naturally  of  a  brutifh  and 
cruel  temper,  he  had  artfully  concealed  this,  under  the  cloke  of 
affability  and  good  temper,  as  long  as  he  was  courting  the  fa- 
vour of  the  people,  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  ambitious  defigns. 
But,  when  he  was  poffeffed  of  the  crown,  and  Demetrius  made 
a  prifoner  in  Parthia,  he  caft  of  all  guard  and  reflraint,  which 
till  then  he  had  put  upon  his  inclinations,  and  let  himfelf  loofe 
to  his  own  natural  difpolition,  v^hich  being  fuch  as  many  about 
him  could  not  bear,  this  caufed  many  defertions  from  him  to 
Cleopatra.  But  ftill  her  party  alone  was  not  llrong  enough  to 
fupporther;  and  tlierefore,  fearing  left  the  people  of  Seleucia 
would  rather  give  her  up  to  Tryphon  than  fuffer  a  fiege  for 
her  fake,  Ihe  <^fent  to  Antiorhus  Sidetes,  the  brother  of  Deme- 
trius, to  join  his  intereft  with  Iiers,  offering  him  the  crown  and 
herfelf  in  marriage  on  this  condition :  for,  hearing  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Dem.etrius  with  Rhodaguna  in  Parthia,  and  being 
greatly  provoked  thereby,  "^  ihecail  off  all  regard  for  him,  and 

refolved 

'  Juc>arin  Shalfheleth  Haccaba'a.    Zemacli  David. 

•>  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  /3,  c.  12. 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  i3.  Appian,  in  Syriacis,  Juftin.  lib.  ^(u 
c.  1. 

*i  Appian.  ibld^ 
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refolved  to  feekanew  interefl  for  her  fupport,  by  difpofingof 
herfelf  in  marriage  elfewhere  ;  and,  not  leeing  where  die  could 
do  this  more  to  her  advantage  than  to  the  next  heir  of  the 
crown,  (he  therefore  fen t  for  him,  and  made  him  herhuiband. 

This  Antiochus  was  '  fecond  fon  to  Demetrius  Soter,  and, 
on  the  wars  which  that  prince  had  with  Alexander  Balas,  was 
fent  to  Cnidus  with  his  brother  Demetrius,  the  now  captive 
king  of  Syria,  to  be  there  kept  out  of  harm's  way,  as  hath 
been  already  related.  He  feems  to  have  flill  continued  in 
thofe  parts  after  his  brother's  recovering  the  crown.  For  ^  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  at  Rhodes  when  Demetrius  was  taken  pri- 
foner  ;  and  therefore,  no  doubt,  in  that  place  it  was  that  Cleo- 
patra's meffage  found  him.  For  he  having,  on  the  receiving  of 
it,  accepted  the  offer,  and  thereon  taken  upon  him  the  ftyle 
and  title  of  king  of  Syria,  ^  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Simon,  dated 
from  the  Ifles  of  the  fea,  and  moft  likely  this  was  from  Rhodes, 
iince  he  is  faid  to  have  been  there  to  lately  before  as  at  the  time 
of  thefirfl  news  of  his  brother's  captivity. 

The  fubftance  of  his  letter  to  Simon  w^as  ^  to  complain  of 
the  unjuft  ufurpation  of  Tryphon,  and  to  let  him  know,  that 
he  was  preparing  to  come  into  Syria,  to  take  vengeance  of  that 
ufurper,  and  recover  his  father's  kingdom  ;  and  therefore,  to 
gain  him  over  to  his  interefl,  makes  him  many  grants,  and 
promifeth  him  man}'-  more,  when  he  fhould  be  fully  fettled  in 
the  throne,  as  may  be  feen  in  that  letter,  i  Maccab.  xv.  2 — 9. 

And  accordingly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  ^  he 
landed  in  Syria,  with  an  army  of  mercenaries  whom 
he  had  hired  in  Greece,  LefTer  Afia,  and  the  ifles  ;  f^^^^'^'^' 
and,  having  married  Cleopatra,  joined  her  forces 
to  his  own,  and  marched  againfl  Tryphon.  Whereon  ^  moft 
of  the  ufurper's  forces,  now  weary  of  his  tyranny,  went  over 
from  him  to  Antiochus,  which  augmented  his  army  to  the 
number  of  120, coo  foot  and  8000  horfe.  This  being  a 
power  Tryphon  could  not  keep  the  field  againfl,  he  retreated 
to  Dora,  a  city  near  Ptolemais  in  Phoenicia,  where,  being  be- 
fieged  by  Antiochus,  with  all  his  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
andfindmg  the  place  not  capable  of  long  holding  out  againll  fo 
great  a  power,  he  made  his  efcape  by  fea  to  Orthofia,  another 
maritime  town  in  Phoenicia ;  from  whence  flying  to  Apamia, 
liis  own  native  city,   he  was  there   taken  and  put  to  death. 

And 

'  Juflin.  ibid.   Appianus  in  Syrlacis. 

^  Appianus,  ibid. 

^  I  Maccab.  xv.  i. 

^  I  Maccab.  XV.  a- — 9. 

*  I  Maccab.  xv.  10.  Jofeph.  7\ntlq.  lib.  i;^.  c.  12. 

f  J  INlaccab.  xv.  11—14.    Jofeph.  ibid.   Appianus  in  Syrlr.c;:. 
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And  hereby  an  end  being  put  to  his  ufurpation,  Antiochus 
became  fully  pofleiTed  of  his  father's  throne,  and  fat  in  it  nine 
years.  He  ^  being  much  given  to  hunting,  had  the  name  of 
Sidetes  {i.  e.  the  hunter)  given  unto  him,  fronn  Zidah,  a  word 
of  that  fignification  in  the  Syriac  language, 

Simon  being  inflated  in  the  fovereign  command  of  Judea  by 
the  general  confent  of  all  that  nation,  in  the  manner  as  above 
related,  thought  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  him,  for 
his  firmer  eflablifhment  in  it,  to  get  himfelf  acknowledged 
what  they  had  made  him  by  the  Romans,  and  to  have  all  their 
former  leagues  and  alliances  renewed  with  him,  under  theftyle 
and  title  which  he  then  bore  of  high  priefl  and  prince  of  the 
Jews.  And  ^  therefore  he  fent  another  embafTy  to  them  for 
this  purpoie,  with  a  prefent  of  a  large  fhield  of  gold,  weighing 
1000  minae,  which,  according  to  the  lowefl  computation  of  an 
Attic  mina,  amounted  to  the  value  of  50,0001.  of  our  prefent 
Sterling  money.  Both  the  prefent  and  cmbafly  were  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  fenate  ;  and  therefore  they  not  only  renew^ed 
their  league  and  alliance  with  Simon  and  his  people,  in  the 
manner  he  defired,  but  alfo  ordered,  that  Lucius  Cornelius 
Pifo,  one  of  the  confuls,  fhould  write  letters  to  Ptolemy  king 
of  Egypt,  Attains  king  of  Pergamus,  Ariarathes  king  of  Cap- 
padocia,  Demetrius  king  of  Syria,  and  Mithridates  king  of 
Parthia,  and  to  all  the  cities  and  ff  ates  of  Greece,  LefTer  Afia, 
and  the  ifles  that  were  in  alliance  with  them,  to  let  them  know, 
that  the  Jews  were  their  friends  and  allies,  and  that  therefore 
they  fliould  not  attempt  any  thing  to  their  damage,  or  prote£l: 
any  traitors  or  fugitives  of  that  nation  againft  them,  but  fhould 
deliver  up  to  Simon,  the  high  prieft  and  prince  of  the  Jews, 
all  fuch  traitors  and  fugitives  as  fhould  flee  unto  them,  when- 
ever demanded  by  him. 

The  letters  to  the  Syrian  king  were  dire6led  to  Demetrius, 
though  then  a  prifoner  in  Parthia,  becaufe  neither  Tryphon 
nor  Antiochus  Sidetes,  who  were  then  contending  for  the 
crown  at  the  time  when  thcfe  letters  were  written,  were  either 
of  them  acknowledged  as  king  by  the  Romans.  And  there- 
fore, wiien  thefe  letters  were  brought  into  Syria,  they  were  of 
no  benefit  to  Simon  or  the  Jews:  for  Antiochus,  having  no  re- 
gard to  them,  as  not  being  written  to  him,  as  foon  as  he  had 
driven  Tryphon  out  of  the  field,  took  the  firff  opportunity  to 
quarrel  with  Simon.  For  although  Simon  ^  fent  to  Antiochus, 
while  he  was  befieging  Trvphon  at  Dora,   2000  chofen  men 

for 

'  Plutarch  in  Problem. 

^  I  Maccab.  xiv.  24.  &  xv.  aj. 

""  I  Maccab.  xv.  16—31,, 
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for  his  afliflance,  with  gold,  and  filver,  and  arms,  and  other  in^ 
llruments  and  engines  of  war,  he  would  not  receive  any  of 
them,  but,  refcinding  all  that  he  had  formerly  granted  or  pro- 
mifed,  fent  Athenobius,  one  of  his  friends,  to  liim,  to  demand 
the  reftoration  of  Gazara,  Joppa,  and  the  fortrefs  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  with  feveral  other  places  then  held  by  Simon,  which  he 
claimed  as  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  or  elfe  500  ta- 
lents in  lieu  of  them,  and  500  talents  more  for  the  damages 
that  were  done  by  the  Jews  within  the  borders  of  his  other 
dominions.  On  ^Athenobius's  coming  to  Jerufalem  with  this 
meifage,  Simon's  anfwer  was,  that  for  Gazara  and  Joppa  he 
was  content  to  pay  the  king  100  talents ;  but,  as  to  all  the  reft, 
he  told  him,  it  was  the  inheritance  of  their  forefathers,  which 
they  had  for  a  time  been  wrongfully  deprived  of,  and  that, 
having  now  again  gotten  poffeffion  of  it,  they  were  refolved 
to  keep  it.  This  anfwer  very  much  angering  Athenobius,  he 
without  replying  any  thing  thereto,  returned  in  great  wTath  to 
the  king,  and  made  report  to  him  of  what  Simon  had  faid, 
and  alfo  of  what  he  had  feen  of  the  pomp  and  grandeur  in 
which  he  lived.  For,  being  now  fovereign  prince  of  the  Jews, 
he  was  ferved  in  much  plate  of  gold  and  filver,  had  many  at- 
tendants, and  in  all  things  elfe  appeared  in  the  fame  manner  of 
fplendour  and  glory  as  other  princes  did.  At  all  which  the 
king  being  very  much  offended,  refolved  on  a  war  againd  him ; 
and  therefore,  ^  having  made  Cendebaeus,  one  of  his  nobles,  • 
captain  and  governor  of  the  fea  coafts  of  Paleftine,  he  fent 
him  with  one  part  of  his  army  to  fight  againil  Simon,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  he,  with  the  other,  purfued  after  Tryphon, 
till  he  had  taken  and  flain  him  in  the  manner  as  1  have  men- 
tioned. 

Cendebseus  forthwith  '^  marched  with  his  forces  into  the 
parts  near  Jamina  and  Joppa,  and  having  there,  according  to 
the  orders  which  he  had  received  from  the  king,  fortified 
Kedron,  he  placed  a  ftrong  party  of  his  army  in  it,  and  from 
thence  began  to  make  inroads  upon  the  Jews,  and  to  kill  and 
plunder,  and  commit  all  manner  of  hollilities  in  their  land. 
Whereon  ^  John,  the  fon  of  Simon,  who  lived  at  Gazara  in 
the  neighbourhood,  went  from  thence  to  Jerufalem  to  acquaint 
liis  father  of  thefe  particulars.  By  which  Simon  perceiving, 
that  the  intention  of  Antiochijs  was  to  make  war  upon  him, 
got  together  an  army  of  20,000  foot,  with  a  proportionable 

number 

*  I  Maccal).  xv.  3  a — 36. 

''  1  IV^accab.  xv.  38.  39.    Jofepb.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  13, 

'^  I  Maccab.xv,  40.  41.    Jofeph.  ibid. 
^  I  .Maccab.  xvi.  i  — 10.    Jofeph.  ibid. 
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number  of  horfe.  And  becaufe  he  himfelf  being  now  broken 
with  age,  could  no  more  bear  the  fatigues  of  war,  he  commit- 
ted the  command  of  them  to  Judas  and  John  his  fons,  and  fent 
them  forth  to  fight  the  enemy  The  firit  night  after  they  took 
the  field,  thej  encamped  at  Modm,  the  original  feat  of  their 
family,  and  from  thence,  the  next  day  after,  marched  out 
againll:  Cendebaeus.  This  foon  brought  it  to  a  battle  between 
them  ;  in  which  Cendebseus  being  overthrown,  loft  2000  of 
his  men,  and  the  reft  fled,  part  to  Kedron  and  part  to  other 
ftrong  holds  near  the  field  of  battle,  and  part  to  Azotus.  Ju- 
das, being  wounded  in  the  fight,  was  forced  to  ftay  behind. 
Bur  John  followed  the  purfuit  till  he  came  to  Azotus,  and, 
having  there  taken  their  fortreftes  and  towers  of  defence, 
burned  them  with  fire.  After  this,  the  two  brothers,  having 
driven  the  S}n-ians  out  of  thofe  parts,  and  fettled  all  matters 
there  in  quiet,  returned  in  triumph  to  Jerufalem. 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon    had  now  reigned   in  Egypt  feven  years, 

during  all  which  time  we  find  nothmg  elfe  recorded 
Anno  138.     ^£  }^-j^  1^^^  j^-g  |>;^onftrous  vices  and  his  deteftable 

cruelties,  ^  fcarce  any  other  prince  having  been 
more  brutal  in  lufts,  or  more  barbarous  and  bloody  in  the  go- 
vernment of  his  people.  And,  befides,  in  alibis  other  condudl, 
he  appeared  very  defpicable  and  foolifh,  ufually  both  doing 
and  faying  very  childiih  and  ridiculous  things  in  public  as  well 
as  in  private  ;  whereby  he  incurred,  to  a  great  degree,  the 
contempt,  as  well  as  the  hatred  and  deteftation,  of  his  people. 
And  that  he  kept  the  crown  upon  his  head,  under  fo  general 
an  odium  and  averfion  of  his  fubjecls,  was^  wholly  owing  to 
Hierax  his  chief  minifter.  He  was  by  birth  of  Antioch,  and 
the  fame  who,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  Balas,  had,  in  joint 
commiiHon  with  Diodotus  (afterwards  called  Tryphon),  the 
government  of  that  city  committed  to  him.  On  the  turn  of 
aiTairs  that  afterwards  happened  in  Syria,  he  retired  into  Egypt, 
and  there  falling  into  the  fervice  of  Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  becam.e 
the  chief  commander  of  his  armies,  and  the  chief  manager  of 
all  his  other  affairs  ;  and,  being  a  very  valiant  and  wife  man, 
he,  by  taking  care  of  well  paying  the  foldiers,  and  balancing, 
by  his  good  and  wife  miniftration,  the  mal-adminiftration  of 
his  mafter,  and  remedying  and  preventing  as  many  of  them 
as  he  was  able,  had  hitherto  the  fuccefs  to  keep  all  things 
i|uiet  in  that  kingdom. 

This  year,  as  great  a  monfter  of  cruelty  begun  his  reign  at 

Pergamus, 

*  Juftln.  lib.  38.  c.  8.    Diodorns  Sicu'ii'i  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p,  3'>3. 
Atbf  nxus,  lib.  4.  p.  1 84.    Valerius  Maximu?,  lib.  9.  c.  i.  ti  2. 
^  DiodoPis  Sicuius,  ibi'^. 
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Pergamus,  ^  Attalus  Philometor,  the  fon  of  Eumenes,  who 
fucceeded  Attains  his  uncle  in  that  kingdom.  He  being  a  mi- 
nor at  the  death  of  his  father,  the  tuition  of  him,  with  the 
crown,  was  left  to  Attalus  the  uncle,  who  fo  faithfully  dif- 
charged  his  truft,  that  he  not  only  carefully  bred  up  the  pu- 
pil, but,  on  his  death,  which  happened  this  year,  t»  Jefc  the 
crown  to  him,  paffing  by  the  children  which  he  had  of  his  own. 
For  he  looked  on  the  crown  as  left  hirn  by  his  brother,  to  be 
no  more  than  -s.depojltum  entrufled  with  him  for  his  nephew; 
and  therefore  he  accordingly  reftored  it  to  him  in  the  next  luc- 
ceffion,  which  is  a  procedure  very  rarefy  pradifed,  where  a 
crown  is  the  thing  in  poiTtflion.  Another  inil;ince  of  fuch  a 
refloration  is  fcarce  any  where  elfe  to  be  found  in  hiftory  ; 
princes  being  ufually  no  lefs  felicitous  to  preferve  their  crowns 
to  their  pofterity,  than  to  themfelves.  But  this  turned  to  the 
great  plague  and  calamity  of  the  whole  kiijgdoix>  ;  for  this 
Acta'.us  Ptiilometor,  being  ^Tore  than  half  a  madman,  managed 
his  government  accordingly  in  a  very  wild,  irrational,  and 
pernicious  manner.  For  he  ^  had  fcarce  been  warm  ii?  his 
throne,  ere  he  ftained  it  all  over  with  the  blood  of  his  nearell 
relations,  and  other  the  beft  friends  of  his  family ;  putting  to 
death  mofl  of  tbofe  who,  with  the  greateif  fidelity,  had  ferved 
his  father  and  his  uncle  ;  pretending  againft  fome  of  them,  that 
they  had  by  evil  arts  caufed  the  death  of  Stratonice  his  m.o- 
ther,  who  deceafed  an  old  woman;  and  againft  others,  that 
they  caufed,  by  the  like  evil  arts,  the  death  of  Berenice, 
his  wife,  who  died  of  an  incurable  difeafe  which  fhe  happen- 
ed to  fall  into.  And  others  he  put  to  death  upon  vain  and 
grouadlefs  fafpicions,  cutting  off  with  them  their  wives  and 
children,  and  all  their  whole  families.  *^  Thefe  executions  he 
did  by  the  hands  of  his  mercenaries,  whom  he  had  hired  out 
of  the  mofl  cruel  and  favage  of  the  barbarous  nations,  they 
only  being  fit  inllruments  for  fuch  bloody  and  abominable 
work.  After  he  had  thus,  in  a  wild  and  n:ad  fury,  cut  off  the 
befl  men  in  his  kingdom,  ^  he  withdrew  from  the  public  view, 
appearing  no  more  abroad  among  the  people,  nor  was  he  any 
more  feen  at  home,  entertaining  himfelf  either  in  banquets,  or 
public  repalts,  but,  putting  on  a  fordid  apparel,  and  letting  his 
beard  grow  to  a  great  length,  without  trimming  it,  behaved 
himfelf  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  ufed  to  do  who  were  un- 
der 

*  Strabo,  lib.  13.  p.  624.     Juflin.  lib,  36,  c,  4. 

t^  Phitarchiis  in  libro  yitfi  <t>aaJ't/.f/«f  et  in  Apothegm. 

*^  Juftin.  ibid.    Diodor.  5ic.  in  I'x'cerptis  Valcfii,  p,  370, 

"^  Diodcius  ijiculus  in  ExcerptU  Vakiii;  p.  37c. 

*"  JuiUn.  lib.  36,  c.  4. 
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der  arraignment  for  fome  great  crime,  acling  hereby  as  if  he 
had  acknowledged  himfelf  guilty  of  all  the  villany  he  had  done. 

And,  going  on  after  this  rate  into  other  extravagancies,  ^  he 
negle£led  all  the  affairs  of  the  government,  and  betook  him- 
felf to  his  garden,  there  digging  the  ground  himfelf,  and  fow- 
ing  it  with  all  manner  of  poifonous  and  unwholefome  herbs, 
as  well  as  with  thofe  that  were  wholefome,  he  infefted  the 
wholefome  with,  the  juices  of  the  poifonous,  and  then  fent 
them  as  efpecial  prefents  to  his  friends.  And  thus  he  wore 
out  in  wild  and  cruel  extravagancies  the  remainder  of  his  reign; 
the  bed  recommendation  of  which  was,  that  it  was  very  fhort ; 
for  it  ended  after  five  years  time  in  his  death,  which  then  hap- 
pened in  the  manner  as  will  be  hereafter  related  in  its  proper 
place. 

Antiochus  Sidetes,  after  having  vanquifhed  Tryphon,  and 
wholly  broken  and  brought  under  all  that  were  of 
Anno  13  7.  j^-^  party,  did  next"^  betake  himfelf  to  recover  to  the 
Syrian  empire,  all  fuch  cities  and  places  as  had  taken 
the  advantage  of  the  late  diftradions  that  followed  upon  his 
father's  death,  to  revolt  from  it.  And,  having  gained  full 
fuccefs  herein,  he  fettled  all  things  within  the  kingdom  of  Sy- 
ria again,  upon  the  fame  bottom  on  which  they  w^ere  before 
thefe  diftraftions  begun. 

Eut  in  Egypt  all  things  went  worfe  and  worfe.  For,  whe-» 
ther  it  were  that  Hierax  ^  was  dead,  or  elfe,  that 
Anno  136.  ^^^  madnefs  of  the  prince  overbore  all  the  wifdom 
and  prudence  of  the  chief  minifler,  we  hear  nothing 
of  him  from  this  time,  but  his  barbarous  cruelties,  and  mon- 
llrous  mifnianagements  in  all  his  condu6l.  ^  Mofl  of  thofe 
who  were  the  forwarded  to  call  him  to  the  crown  on  his 
brother's  deceafe,  and  after  that  to  fupport  him  in  it,  he  cauitg- 
lefsly  put  to  death.  Mod  of  thofe  who  had  thefavour  of  Phi- 
lom.etor  his  brother,  or  had  been  employed  in  his  fervice,  he 
either  flew,  or  drove  into  banilbment ;  and,  by  his  foreign 
mercenaries,  whom  he  let  loofe  to  commit  all  manner  of  mur- 
ders and  rapines  as  they  pleafed,  he  opprefled  and  terrified  the 
Alexandrians  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  mod  of  them  fled  in- 
to other  countries  to  avoid  his  cruelty,  and  left  their  city  in  a 
manner  defolate.     That  therefore   he  might  not  reign  over 

empty 

*  Juflin.  ibid.  Plut^.rchiis  in  Demetrio,  where  the  Englifli  tranflator, 
taking  upon  bun  very  unlkilfuily  to  mend  the  Greek  original,  hath  put 
Ptolenny  Philometor  inftead  of  Attalus  Fhilometor. 

^'  Juftin.  lib.  36.  c.  i. 

*^  Athenaeus  tells  us,  th-'-t  Phyfcon  did  put  Hierax  to  death,  lib,  6, 
p.  a5a.  but  the  time  of  his  death  is  not  laid. 

d  Jultin.  lib.  ^^,  c.  8,     Athenaus,  lib.  4.  p.  184, 
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empty  houfes  without  inhabitants,  he,  by  his  proclamations 
difperfed  over  the  neighbouring  countries,  invited  all  ilrangers 
to  come  thither  to  repeople  the  place.  Whereon  great  multi- 
tudes flocking  thither,  he  gave  them  the  habitations  of  thofe 
that  were  fied  ;  and,  admitting  them  to  all  .the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  of  the  former  citizens,  he,  by  this  means, 
again  replenifhed  the  city. 

^  There  being,  among  thofe  that  fied  out  of  Egypt  on  this 
occafion,  many  grammarians,  phllolbphers,  geometricians^ 
phyficians,  muliciaiis,  and  ether  rnaflers  and  profeffors  of  in- 
genious arts  and  fciences  ;  this  banilliment  of  theirs  became 
the  means  of  reviving  learning  again  in  Greece,  LelTer  Alia, 
and  the  ifles,  and  In  all  other  places  where  they  went.  The 
wars  which  followed  after  the  death  of  Alexander,  among  thofe 
that  fucceeded  him,  had,  in  a  manner,  extinguifhed  learning 
in  all  thofe  parts  ;  and  it  would  have  gone  nigh  to  have  been 
utterly  loft  amidft  the  calamities  of  thofe  times,  but  that  it 
found  a  fupport  under  the  patronage  of  the  Ptolemys  at  Alex- 
andria. For  the  firft  Ptolemy  having  there  ereded  a  mufeum 
or  college,  for  the  maintenance  and  encouragement  of  learned 
men,  and  alfo  a  great  library  for  their  ufe  (of  both  which  I 
liave  already  fpoken),  this  drew  moft  of  the  learned  men  of 
Greece  thither.  And,  the  fecond  and  third  Ptolemy  having 
followed  herein  the  fame  fteps  of  their  predeceflbr,  Alexandria 
became  the  place  where  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  and  all 
other  parts  of  leariilng,  w^ere  preferved,  and  flourifhed  in  thofe 
ages,  when  they  were  almoft  dropped  every  where  tUe  ;  and 
moft  of  its  inhabitants  were  bred  up  in  the  knowledge  of 
lome  or  other  of  them.  And  hereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that, 
when  they  were  driven  into  foreign  parts,  by  the  cruelty  and 
oppreffion  of  the  wicked  tyrant  I  have  mentioned,  being  quali- 
fied to  gain  themfelves  a  maintenance  by  teaching,  each  in  the 
places  where  they  came,  the  pMrticular  profeffions  they  were 
Ikilled  in  ;  they  accordingly  betook  themfelves  hereto,  and 
erefted  fchools  for  this  purpofe  in  all  the  countries  above  men- 
tioned, through  which  they  were  difperfed  ;  and  they  being, 
by  reafon  of  their  poverty,  content  to  teach  for  a  fmall  hire, 
this  drew  great  numbers  of  fcholars  to  them,  and  by  this 
means,  all  the  fevcral  branches  of  learning  became  again  re- 
vived in  thofe  eaftern  parts,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  were 
in  thefe  latter  a;2;es  in  the  weftern,  after  the  taking  of  Conftan- 
tlnople  by  the  Turks.  For,  till  then,  moft  of  the  learning  of 
the  Weft  was  in  fchool- divinity,  and  the  canon-law:  and,  al- 
though the  former  of  thefe  was  built  more  upon  Ariftotle  than 

the 
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the  holyfcriptares,  yet  they  had  nothing  of  Ariftotle  in  thofe 
days,  but  in  a  tranflation  at  the  third  hand.  The  Saracens 
had  tranfl.ited  the  works  of  that  philofopher  into  Arabic,  and 
from  thence  thofe  Chriftians  of  the  Latin  church,  who  learn- 
ed ph  11  ofophy  from  the  Saracens  in  Spain,  tranflated  them  in- 
to Latin.  And  this  was  the  only  text  of  that  author,  on 
which,  during  the  reign  of  the  fchoclmen,  all  their  comraents 
on  him  were  made.  And  yet  upon  no  better  a  foundation  are 
fome  of  thofe  deciiions  in  divinity  built,  which  the  ivomanifls 
hold  as  infallible,  than  what  they  have  thus  borrowed  from  an 
Heathen  philofopher,  handed  to  them  in  a  tranflation  made  by 
the  difciples  of  Mahomet.  But,  when  Conftantinople  was  ta- 
ken by  the  king  of  the  Turks,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1453, 
and  the  learned  men  who  dwelt  there,  and  in  other  parts  of 
Greece,  fearing  the  cruelty  and  the  barbarity  of  the  Turks, 
fled  into  Italy,  they  brought  thither  with  them  their  books 
and  their  learning  ;  and  there,  firft  under  the  patronage  of  the 
princes  of  that  country  (efpecially  of  Lorenzo  de  Medices, 
the  firft  founder  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  family),  propagated 
botji.  And  this  gave  the  rife  to  all  that  learning  in  thefe  weft- 
em  parts,  which  hath  ever  fince  grown  and  flouriflied  in  them. 
At  the  fame  time  that  foreigners  were  flocking  to  Alexan- 
dria for  the  repeopling  of  that  city,  ^  tljere  came  thither  Pub- 
iius  Scipio  Africanus  junior,  Spurias  Mummius,  and  L.  Me- 
tellus,  in  an  embalTy  from  the  Romans.  It  was  the  ufage  of  that 
people,  often  to  fend  out  embaflies  to  infpet^l  the  affairs  of  their 
allies,  and  to  make  up  and  compofe  what  differences  they 
ihould  find  among  them  ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  this  famous  em- 
balTy, confifting  of  three  of  themoft  eminent  men  of  Rome,  was 
at  this  time  fent  from  thence.  Their  com  million  was  to  pafs 
through  Egypt,  Syria,  Afia,  and  Greece,  to  fee  and  obferve  how' 
the  affairs  of  each  kingdom  and  ftate  in  thofe  countries  flood, 
and  to  take  an  account  how  the  leagues  they  had  made  with  the 
Romans  were  kept  and  obferved  ;  and  to  fet  all  things  at'rights, 
that  they  fhould  find  any  where  amifs  among  them.  And  this 
truft  they  everywhere  difcharged  fo  honourably  and  jnftly,  and 
fo  much  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  thofe  they  were  fent  to, 
in  regulating  their  diforders,  and  adjufting  all  dilTerences  which 
they  found  among  them  ;  that  they  were  no  fooner  returned 
to  Rome,  ^  but ambafladors  followed  themfromall  places  where 
they  had  been,  to  thank  the  fcnate  for  fending  fuch  honourable 
perfons  to  them,  and  for  the  great  benefits  they  had  received 

from 

'^  Jullin.  lib.  a8.  c.  8.  Cicero  in  Somnio  Scipionis,  c.  %.  Athcn^us, 
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from  them.  The  firft  place  which  they  came  to  in  the  dlfcharge 
of  their  commiflion  being  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  they  were 
there  received  by  the  king  in  great  (late.  But  they  made  their 
entrance  thither  with  fo  little,  »  that  Scipio,  who  was  then  the 
greateft  man  in  Rome,  had  no  more  than  one  friend,  Panaetius 
the  philofopher,  and  five  fervants,  in  his  retinue.  And,  al- 
though they  were,  during  their  Hay  there,  entertained  witli 
all  the  varieties  of  the  moft  famptuous  fare,  yet  they  ^  would 
touch  nothing  more  of  it  than  what  was  ufeful,  in  the  moft 
temperate  manner,  for  the  neceffary  fupport  of  nature,  de« 
fpifing  all  the  reft,  as  that  which  corrupted  the  mind  as  well 
as  the  body,  and  bred  vicious  humours  in  both.  Such  was  the 
moderation  and  temperance  of  the  Romans  at  this  time,  and 
hereby  it  was  that  they  at  length  advanced  their  Hate  to  fo 
great  an  height :  and  in  this  height  would  they  have  ftill  con- 
tinued, could  they  ftill  have  retained  the  fame  virtues.  But, 
v/hen  their  profperity,  and  the  great  wealth  obtained  thereby, 
became  the  occafion  that  they  degenerated  into  luxury  and 
corruption  of  manners,  they  drew  decay  and  ruin  as  fall  upon 
them  as  they  had  before  vi£lory  and  profperity,  till  at  length 
they  were  undone  by  it.    So  that  the  poet  faid  juftly  of  themj» 

* Savior  armis 


Luxuria  inctibidt,  mBumque  ulcifcitur  orhem. 

When  the  ambalTadors  had  taken  a  full  view  of  Alexandria, 
and  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  city,  '^  they  failed  up  the  Nile  to 
fee  Memphis  and  other  parts  of  Egypt ;  whereby  having  tho- 
roughly informed  themfelves  of  the  '^  great  number  of  cities, 
and  the  vaft  multitude  of  inhabitants  that  were  in  that  coun- 
try, and  alfo  of  the  ftrength  of  its  fituation,  the  fertility  of  its 
foil,  and  the  many  other  excellencies  and  advantages  of  it, 
they  obferved  it  to  be  a  country  that  wanted  nothing  for  its 
being  made  a  very  potent  and  formidable  kingdom,  but  a  prince 
of  capacity  and  application  fufBcient  to  form  it  thereto.  And 
therefore,  no  doubt,  it  was  to  their  great  fatisfa£lion  that  they 
found  the  prefent  king  thoroughly  deftitute  of  every  qualifi- 
cation that  was  neceiTaryfor  fuch  an  undertaking.  For  ^no- 
Vol.  III.  X  thing 

*  Athenseus,  lib.  6.  p.  273. 
^  Diodor.  Sic.  Icgat.  3s, 
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thing  could  appear  more  defpicable,  than  he  did  to  them  in 
every  interview  they  had  with  hinn.  Of  his  cruelty,  barbarity, 
luxury,  and  other  vile  and  vicious  difpofitions  which  he  waa 
fiddicled  to,  1  have  in  part  already  fpoken,  and  there  will  be 
occafions  hereafter  to  give  more  inftances  of  them.  And  the 
deformities  of  his  body  were  no  lefs  than  thofe  of  his  foul. 
For  *  he  was  of  a  mod  deformed  countenance,  of  a  Ihort  fta- 
ture,  and  fuch  a  monftrous  and  prominent  belly  therewith,  as 
no  man  was  able  to  encompafs  with  both  his  arms  ;  fo  that, 
by  reafon  of  this  load  of  llefh  acquired  by  his  luxury,  he 
was  fo  unwdeldy,  that  he  never  Itepped  abroad  without  a  llafF 
to  lean  on.  And  over  this  vile  carcafe  he  wore  a  garment  ^  fo 
thin  and  tranfparent,  that  there  were  feen  through  it,  not  only 
all  the  deformities  of  his  body,  but  aifo  thofe  parts  which  it 
is  one  of  the  main  ends  of  garments  modellly  to  cover  and  con- 
ceal. From  this  deformed  monfler  the  ambalTadors  paiTed  over 
to  Cyprus,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  execute  their  com^ 
miflion  in  all  the  other  countries  to  which  they  were  fent. 
In  the  month  of  Shebat  (which  was  in  the  latter  end  of  the 

Jewilh  year,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  Julian), 
r  T^H^"^*  ^  Simon,  making  a  progrefs  through  the  cities  of 
canus  /  '    J"d^^i>   ^o  ^^^^  care  for  the  well  ordering  of  all 

things  in  them,  came  to  Jericho,  having  then  two 
of  his  fons,  Judas  and  Mattathias,  there  in  company  with 
him,  Ptolemy,  the  fon  of  Abubus,  who  had  married  one  of  his 
daughters,  being  governor  of  the  place  under  him,  invited  him 
to  the  callle  v.liich  he  had  built  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  par- 
take of  an  entertainment  he  had  there  provided  for  them.  Si- 
mon and  his  fons,  fufpe6ling  no  evil  from  fo  near  a  relation, 
accepted  of  the  invitation,  and  went  thither.  But  the  perfi«< 
dious  wretch,  having  laid  a  defign  for  the  ufurping  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Judca  to  himfelf,  and  concerted  the  matter  with 
Antiochus  Sidetes,  king  of  Syria,  for  the  accompiifhing  of  it, 
wickedly  plotted  the  dertrudion  of  Simon  and  his  fons  ;  and 
therefore,  hs\ung  hid  men  in  the  caftle,  where  the  entertain- 
ment was  made,  when  his  guefts  had  well  drunk,  he  brought 
forth  thefe  murderers  upon  them,  ?.nd  aiTaffinated  them  all 
three,  while  they  were  fitting  at  his  banquet,  and  all  thofe 
that  aitended  upon  them ;  and,  thinking  immediately  hereupon 
ro  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  whole  land,  fent  a  party  to  Gaza- 
ra,  where  John  relided,  to  flay  him  alfo;  and  wrote  letters  to  the 
commanders  of  the  army  that  had  their  ftation  in  thofe  parts^ 

to 
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to  come  over  to  him,  profFerIng  them  ^old  and  filver,  and 
other  rewards,  to  draw  them  into  his  defigns.  But  John,  ha- 
ving received  notice  of  what  had  been  done  at  Jericho,  before 
this  pcrtj  could  reach  Gazara,  he  was  there  provided  for 
them  ;  and  therefore  fell  on  them,  and  cut  them  all  off,  as 
foon  as  they  approached  the  place :  and  then,  hailening  to 
Jerufalem,  fecured  that  city,  and  the  mountain  of  the  temple, 
againfl  thofe  whom  the  traitor  had  fent  to  feize  both.  And, 
being  thereupon  declared  high  pried  and  prince  of  the  Jews, 
in  the  place  of  his  father  Simon,  he  took  care  every  where 
to  provide  for  th«  fecurity  of  the  country,  and  the  peace  of  all 
thofe  that  dwelt  in  it.  Whereon  Ptolemy,  being  defeated  of  all 
thofe  plots  which  he  had  laid  for  the  compaffing  of  his  deligns, 
had  nothing  now  left  to  do,  but  to  fend  to  Antiochus  to  come 
with  an  army  for  the  accompiifhing  of  them  by  open  force  ; 
without  which  being  no  longer  able  to  fupport  himfelf  againft 
John  in  Judea,  he  fled  to  Zeno,  furnamed  Cotyla,  who  was 
then  tyrant  of  Philadelphia,  and  there  waited  till  Antiochus 
fliould  arrive.  What  became  of  him  afterwards  is  uncertain. 
For,  although  Antiochus  came  at  his  call  into  Judea,  and  a 
bitter  war  thereon  enfued,  yet,  after  his  flight  to  Zeno,  no 
more  mention  is  made  of  him.  Although  the  treafon  might 
be  acceptable  enough  to  that  king,  becaufe  of  the  fair  pro- 
fpeft  that  was  given  him,  by  the  advantage  of  it,  again  to  re- 
cover Judea  to  his  crown,  yet  he  could  not  but  abhor  fuch  an 
execrable  traitor,  and  perchance  dealt  with  him  according  to 
what  his  wickedaefs  jdeferved.  But  here  ending  the  hiftory 
of  the  Maccabees,  as  contained  in  the  apocryphal  books  of 
fcripture  known  by  that  name,  I  fliallhere  alfoend  this  fourth 
<?ook  of  my  prefent  work. 
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BOOK    V. 

ANTIOCHUS  Sidetes,  king  of  Syria,  »  having  received 
from  Ptolemy,   the  fon  of  Abubus,    the 
account  which  he  had  fent  him  of  the  death  of      y  |"°  y^' 
Simon  and  his  fons,  made  hade  to  take  the  advan-     canus  i. 
tage  of  it,  for  the  reducing  of  Judea  again  under 
the  Syrian  empire  ;  and  therefore  forthwith  marched  thither- 
ward with  a  great  army,  and  having  over-run  the  country, 
and  driven  Hyrcanus  out  of  the  field,  fliut  him  up  and  all 
his  forces  with  him  in  Jerufalem,  and  there  befieged  him  with 
his  whole  army  divided  into  feven  camps,  whereby  he  inclofed 
him  all  round  ;  and,  to  do  this  the  more  effe6lually,  he  caufed 
two  large  and  deep  ditches  to  be  drawn  round  the  city,  one  of 
circumvallation,  and  the  other  of  contravallation  ;  fo  that,  by 

X  3  reafon 
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reafon  hereof,  none  could  come  out  from  the  befieged  to  make 
their  efcape,  or  any  get  into  them,  to  bring  them  relief.  And 
therefore,  when  H yrcanus,  to  rid  himfelf  of  unprofitable  mouths 
which  confumed  the  ftores  of  the  befieged,  without  helping 
them  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  put  all  fuch  as  were  ufelefs 
for  the  wars  out  of  the  city ;  they  could  not  pafs  the  ditch 
that  inclofed  them,  but  were  pent  up  between  that  and  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  were  there  forced  to  abide  ;  till  at  length  Hyr- 
canus  found  it  necefl'ary,  for  the  faving  of  them  from  perifiiing 
by  famine,  to  receive  them  in  again.  This  fiege  continued  till 
about  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  autumn  ;  the  befiegers  all 
this  while  daily  making  their  affaults,  and  tlie  befieged  as  va- 
liantly defending  themfelves  againfl  them,  always  repulfing 
the  enemy,  and  often  making  fallies  upon  them,  and,  in  thefe 
fallies,  fometimes  burning  their  engines,  and  deftroying  their 
works  ;  and  thus  it  went  on  till  the  time  of  the  Jews  feall  of 
tabernacles,  which  was  alwaj^s  held  in  the  middle  of  the  firft 
autumnal  moon.  On  the  approach  of  that  holy  time,  Hyrcanus 
fent  to  Antiochus,  to  pray  a  truce  during  the  fefiival ;  which 
he  not  only  readily  granted,  but  alio  lent  beads,  and  other  things 
necefiary  for  the  facrifices  then  to  be  offered ;  which  giving  Hyr- 
canus an  inflance  of  the  equity  and  benignity,  as  well  as  of  the 
piety  of  that  prmce,  this  encouraged  him  to  fend  to  him  again 
for  terms  of  peace ;  which  meflage  being  complied  with,  a  treaty 
thereon  commenced,  in  which  Hyrcanus  having  yielded,  that 
the  befieged  Ihould  deliver  up  their  arms,  that  Jerufalem  fliould 
be  difmantled,  and  that  tribute  fhould  be  paid  the  king  for  Jop- 
pa,  and  the  other  towns  held  by  the  Jews  out  of  Judea,  peace 
was  made  upon  thefe  terms.  It  was  demanded  alfo  by  Anti- 
ochus, that  the  fortrefs  at  Jerufalem  fhould  be  rebuilt,  and  a 
garrifon  again  received  into  it ;  but  this  Hyrcanus  would  not 
confent  to,  remembering  the  damage  and  mifchief  which  the 
Jews  had  received  from  the  former  garrifon  in  that  place  ;  but 
rather  chofe  to  pay  the  king  500  talents  to  buy  it  oft'.  Where- 
on fuch  of  thofe  terms  as  were  capable  of  an  immediate  execu- 
tion being  accordingly  executed,  and  hoftages  given  for  the 
performance  of  the  reft  (one  of  which  was  a  brother  of  Hyrca- 
nus), the  fiege  was  raifed,  and  peace  again  reftored  to  the  whole 
land.  This  was  done  in  the  ninth  month  after  the  death  of  Simon, 
When  Hyrcanus  fent  to  Antiochus  for  peace,  ^  he  was 
brought  almoft  to  the  laft  extremity,  through  want  of  provi- 
fions,  all  the  ftores  of  the  city  being  in  a  manner  fpent  and  ex- 
liaufted  ;  which  being  well  known  in  the  camp  of  the  befiegers, 

thofe 

*  Jofeph.  Aritiq.  lib.  i;^.  c.  16.    Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  34.  eclog.  r.  p.  901. 
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thofe  that  were  about  Antiochus  prefled  him  hard  to  make 
ufe  of  this  opportunity  for  the  deftrojing  and  utterly  extir- 
pating the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews.  They  urged  againft  them, 
that  they  had  been  driven  out  of  Egypt  as  an  impious  people 
hated  by  God  and  man  ;  that  they  treated  ail  mankind  befides 
themfelves  as  enemies,  refufing  communication  with  all^  ex- 
cepting thofe  of  their  own  fed,  neither  eating,  nor  drinking^ 
nor  freely  converfing  with  any  other,  nor  worfliipping  any  of 
the  fame  gods  with  them,  but  ufing  laws,  cuftoms,  and  a  reli- 
gion quite  different  from  all  other  nations  ;  and  that  therefore 
they  deferved  that  all  other  nations  fiiould  treat  them  with 
the  fame  averfion  and  hatred,  and  cut  them  all  oiF  and  deilroy 
them,  as  declared  enemies  to  all  mankind.  And  *  Diodorus 
Siculus,  as  well  as  Jofephus,  tells  us,  that  it  was  wholly  owing 
to  the  generolity  and  clemency  of  Antiochus,  that  the  whole 
nation  of  the  Jews  were  not  at  this  time  totally  cut  off,  and 
utterly  dellroyed,  but  had  peace  granted  unto  them  upon 
the  terms  above  mentioned. 

Of  the  500  talents  which,  by  the  terms  of  this  peace,  were 
to  be  paid  to  Antiochus,  300  were  laid  down  in  prefent,  ^  for 
the  payment  of  the  other  200,  time  was  allowed.  Jofephus 
tells  us,  ^  that  Hyrcanus,  to  find  money  for  this  and  other  oc- 
cafions  of  the  government,  broke  up  the  fepulchre  of  David, 
and  took  from  thence  3000  talents  ;  and  the  like  he  afterwards 
^  tells  us  of  Herod,  as  if  he  alfo  had  robbed  the  fame  fepulchre, 
and  taken  great  treafures  from  it :  but  both  thefe  llories  arc 
very  improbable.  David  had  been  now  dead  near  900  years; 
and  what  is  told  of  this  matter,  fuppofeth  his  treafure  to  have 
been  buried  up  with  him  all  this  time  ;  it  fuppofeth,  that  as 
often  as  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  the  palace,  and  the  temple,  had, 
during  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  been  plundered  of  all 
their  wealth  and  treafure  by  prevailing  enemies  (as  they  ^  had 
often  been)  ;  this  dead  (lock  ftill  remained  fafe  from  all  riSe 
or  violation  ;  it  fuppofeth,  that,  as  often  as  thofe  kings  were 
forced  ^  to  take  all  the  treafure  that  could  be  found  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  in  their  cvv^n,  to  relieve  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate,  they  never  meddled  with  this  treafure  ia 
David's  grave,  there  ufelef^ly  buried  with  the  dead  ;  it  fup- 
pofeth, that,  when  one  of  the  worfl  of  their  kings   plundered 

X  4  the 
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the  temple  of  its  facred  veiTels  ^,  and  cut  them  in  pieces,  to  melt 
them  down  into  money  for  his  common  occafions  ;  and  when 
one  of  the  belt  of  them  ^  was  forced  to  cut  off  the  gold  with 
which  the  gates  and  pillars  of  the  temple  were  overlaid,  to 
buy  off  a  deftrcying  enemy,  this  ufelefs  treafure  ftill  continued 
unmeddkd  with  in  botli  thefe  cafes :  nay,  further,  it  fuppofetb, 
that,  when  ""  Nebuchadnezzar  deflroyed  both  the  city  and 
the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  and  both  thereon  lay  in  rubbifh  a 
great  many  years,  this  treafure  in  David^s  fepulchre,  durinc 
all  this  time,  did  under  this  rubbifh  lie  fecure  and  untouched  ; 
and  alfo,  that,  when  "^  Antiochus  Epiphanes  deflroyed  this  ci« 
ty,  and  robbed  the  temple  of  all  he  could  find  in  it,  ftill  Da- 
vid's fepulchre,  and  the  treafure  buried  in  it,  (though,  while- 
it  was  buried,  it  was  wholly  ufelefs  and  unprofitable  for  the 
fervice  either  of  God  or  man),  ftill  efcaped  all  manner  of  vio- 
lation as  in  all  former  times,  and  was  never  touched  nor 
meddled  with,  till  Hyrcanus  laid  his  hands  upon  it  -,  all  which 
fuppofitions  feem  utterly  improbable,  and  beyond  all  belief. 
What  the  manner  of  the  fepulchres  of  David  and  the  kings  of 
his  lineage  was,  I  have  already  ^  defcribed.  They  were  vaults 
cut  out  of  a  marble  rock,  one  within  another,  where  there 
was  no  earth  to  bury  up  or  cover  any  hidden  treafure, 
but  whatfoever  was  there  laid,  muft  have  Iain  open  to 
the  view  of  every  one  that  entered  into  them.  If  there 
■were  any  foundation  of  truth  in  this  matter,  I  can  only  refolve 
it  into  this,  that  feveral  rich  men  who  feared  Kerod's  ra» 
pacity,  hid  their  treafures  in  thofe  vaults,  thinking  that  they 
would  be  there  beft  fecured  from  it ;  and  that  this  crafty  ty- 
rant,  having  gotten  notice  of  it,  feized  what  was  there  depofit- 
ed,  as  if  it  had  been  King  David's  treafure,  and  then  trumped 
up  this  ftory  of  Hyrcanus  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  cenfure,  by 
the  example  of  fo  good  and  great  a  man  ;  but  it  is  moft  likel}'-, 
that  both  parts  of  the  ftory  are  a  mere  fidion,  picked  up  by 
Jofephus  without  any  ground  of  truth,  as  are  alfo  fome  other 
particulars  in  his  hiftory. 

In  ^  this  firft  year  of  Hyrcanus,  Matthias  Aphlius,  a  priefli 
of  the  courfe  of  Joarib,  married  a  daughter  of  Jonathan,  the 
late  prince  of  the  Jews,  of  whom  was  born  Matthias  Curtus  j 
of  this  Matthias  was  born  Jofephus,  who  was  the  father  of 
another  Matthias,  of  whom  was  born  Jofephus  the  hiftorian, 

in 

*  1  Kings  xvi.  8.  17.     a  Chron.  xxvlii.  ai.  24. 

^i  2  Kings  xviii.  15,  i6. 

*^  a  Kings  XXV.    2  Chron.  xxxvi.    Jer.  xxxix.  &  lii» 

<^  I  Maccab.  i.  2.    a  Maccab.  v. 

«  Part  I.  Book  i. 

"•  Jofeph.  in  libro  de  vita  fuar. 
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in  the  firfl  year  of  Caligula,  the  Roman  emperor,  which  was 
the  37th  of  the  vulgar  lera  from  Chrift's  incarnation. 

Scipio  Africanus  junior,  going  to  the  war  of  Numantium, 
in  Spain,  *  Antiochus  Sldetes  fent  thither  to  him 
very  valuable  and  magnificent  prefents  ;  which  j^^  \j^,'. 
he  received  publicly  while  he  was  fittnig  on  his  canus  a.  ' 
tribunal,  in  the  light  of  the  whole  army,  and  or- 
dered them  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  ^  of  the  quedor,  for 
the  public  charges  of  the  war,  it  being  the  temper  of  the  Ro- 
mans at  this  time  to  do  and  receive  all  they  could  for  the  in« 
tereft  of  the  common- wealth,  without  taking  or  referving  any- 
thing to  themfelves,  but  the  honour  of  faithfully  ferving  it  to 
the  utmoil  of  their  power  ;  and  as  long  as  this  temper  lafted, 
they  profpered  in  all  their  undertakings  ;  but  afterwards, 
when  this  public  fpirit  became  turned  all  into  felf-intereft,  and 
none  ferved  the  public,  but  to  ferve  themfelves  by  plundering 
it,  every  thing  then  went  backward  with  them  as  fail  as  it  had. 
gone  forward  with  theni  before,  till  they  werefoon  after  fwal- 
lowed  up,  firft  in  tyranny,  and  afterwards  in  ruin. 

Attains,  king  of  Pergamus,  ^  going  on  in  his  wild  freaks, 
took  a  fancy  of  employing  himfelf  in  the  trade  of 
a  founder,  and  projeding  to  make  a  brazen  monu-     ^  }""  \l^' 
ment  for  his  mother  ;  while  he  laboured  in  melt-    canus  3. 
ing  and  working  the  brafs  in  a  hot  fummer's  day, 
he  contradled  a  fever  of  which  he  died  on  the  feventh  day  af- 
ter ;  whereby  his  people  had  the  happinefs  of  being  delivered 
from  an  horrid  tyrant.     At  his  death  he  left  a  will,  ^  where- 
by he  made  the  Romans  heirs  of  all  his  goods;  by  virtue  where- 
of, they  feized  his  kingdom,  reckoning  that  among  his  goods, 
and  reduced  it  into  the  form  of  a  province,  ^  which  was  called 
the  Proper  Alia ;  but  Ariftonicus  the  next  heir  did  not  tame- 

!y 

3  Epit.  Livii,  lib.  57. 

*>  That  is,  of  the  treafurer  of  the  army  ;  for  every  Roman  generai 
that  went  to  any.  war,  had  always  fuch  a  treafurer  fent  with  him  to  ma- 
nage the  pubhc  charges  of  the  war. 

^  Juftin.  lib.  56.  c.  4* 

d  Phitarch.  in  Tiberio  Graccho.    Juftin.  ibid.     Epit.  Livii,  lib.  5S. 
L.  Florus,  lib.  a.  c.  ao.  Videasetiam  Epiftolam  Mithridates  Regis  Pen 
ti  ad  Arfacem  Regeni  Parthis  mter  Fragmenta  Saluftii,  lib.  4.  in  qua 
epiftola  vocat  hoc  teftamentum  fimulatum  Cz  impium  teftamentum. 

^  The  word  Afia  when  put  alor.c,  unlefs  othcrwife  determined  by  the 
context,  lignilieth  one  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  wotld.  That  part  of 
it  which  lies  between  MGU\it  Taurus  on  the  eaft,  and  the  Uellefpont 
on  the  weft,  is  called  the  Lefer  JJla^  and  that  part  of  the  Lefler  Ai:* 
v^hich  fell  to  the  Romans  by  Attalua's  will,  was  the  P'-o^'cr  ^/?^, 


git)  CONNECTICUT   OF  THE   HISTORY   OP  FART  13"* 

ly  fubmit  hereto.  He  was  the  fon  of  Eiimenes,  and  the  bro- 
ther of  Attalus,  though  by  another  mother  ;  *  by  virtue  where- 
of, claiming  the  crown  ss  his  inheritance,  he  got  together  an 
army,  and  took  poffeflion  of  it ;  and  it  coft  the  Romans  the 
death  of  ^  one  of  their  confuls,  the  lofs  of  an  army  with  him, 
and  a  four  years  war,  before  they  could  reduce  him  and  his 
party,  and  thoroughly  fettle  themfelves  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
the  country.  And  here  ended  the  Pergamenian  kingdom, 
which  included  the  greatell  part  of  Lefler  Afia,  after  it  had 
continued  through  the  fucceffion  of  fix  kings. 

In  *^  the  38th  year  of  Ptolemy  Euergetes  the  Second,  alias 
Phyfcon,  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Sirach,  a  Jew  of  Jeru- 
^T^°u^^*  falem,  coming  into  Egypt,  and  fettling  there, 
i^lllo  .  ^^'  tranflated  out  of  Hebrew  into  Greek,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Heileniftlcal  Jews,  the  book  of  Jefus  his 
grandfather,  which  is  the  fame  we  now  have  among  the  apo- 
cryphal fcriptures  in  our  Englifti  Bible,  by  the  name  of  Eccle- 
fiafticus.  The  ancients  call  it  llxvct^iTov,  that  is,  tbe  treafurer 
of  all  virtue,  as  fuppoling  it  to  contain  maxims  leading  to  every 
virtue.  It  was  originally  written  in  Hebrew,  by  Jefus  the  au- 
thor of  it,  about  the  time  that  Onias,  the  fecond  of  that  name, 
was  high  priefl  at  Jerufalem,  tranflated  into  Greek  by  Jefus, 
the  fon  of  Sirach,  grandfon  to  the  author.  The  Hebrew  ori- 
ginal is  now  loft.  It  was  extant  in  the  time  of  Jeromej  for  ^ 
he  tells  us,  that  he  had  feen  it  under  the  title  of  "Jhe  Pai'ahles^ 
but  the  common  name  of  it  in  Greek  was,  T^he  Wijdom  of 'Je- 
fus,  the  fon  of  Sirach,  At  prefent,  the  title  in  our  printed  Greek 
copies  is.  The  Wifdom  ofSirach,  which  is  an  abbreviation  made 
■with  great  abfurdity.  For  it  afcribes  the  book  to  Sirach,  who 
w^as  neither  the  author  nor  the  translator  of  itj  and  therefore 
could  neither  way  have  any  relation  to  it.  There  is  indeed  a  con- 
troverfy  whether  Sirach  was  the  father  of  Jefus  the  author  of 
the  book,  or  of  Jefus  the  tranflator  of  it.  The  matter  not  being 
of  any  great  moment,  I  am  content  to  be  concluded  by  the  firft 
prologue  premifed  to  the  book  in  our  Engliih  Bible,  in  which 

it 

»  Juftin.  lib.  46.  c.  4.  L.  Florus,  lib.  a.  c.  20.  Platarch.  in  QK  Fla- 
minio.  Strabo,  lib.  14.  Appian  in  Mithridaticis  &  de  Bellia  Civiiibus, 
lib.  I.     Epit.  Livii,  lib.  59.     Eutrop.  lib.  4. 

b  Lucinius  CrafTus  was  varquifhcd  and  (lain  in  this  war,  and  moft  of 
his  army  cut  ofFwith  him.     Fioriis  et  Livius,  ibid. 

^  See  tht  fccond  prologue  to  the  book  of  Ecclefiaflicus ;  where  it  1*9 
to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  the  38th  year  of  Ptoltmy  Euergeteb  the  JI.  there 
mentioned,  is  to  be  reckoned  from  the  r  tth  year  of  Philomctvr,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  reign  in  copartnerihip  with  him. 

<*  In  Piefitione  ad  Libros  Solomonis,  &  in  Epift.  iij. 
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it  is  plainly  afferted,  that  Jefus,  the  author  of  the  book,  was 
the  grandfather,  Sirach  the  foil,  and  Jefus,  the  tranllator,  the 
grandfon  ;  and  therefore,  according  to  this  prologue  it  is  the 
grandfon,  and  not  the  grandfather,  that  was  called  Jefus  the 
Ion  of  Sirach.  And  it  feems  moft  likely,  that  theconclufion  o£ 
the  book,  Cchap.  1.  ver.  27 — 29.)  are  the  words  of  the  tran- 
flator,  and  fo  alfo  the  prayer  in  the  laft  chapter.  For  what 
is  there  faid  by  the  writer  of  it,  ^  of  the  danger  he  was  brought 
into  of  his  life  before  the  king  on  an  unjuft  accufation,  feems 
plainly  to  point  to  the  reign  of  Ptolemy  Pay  fcon,  whofe  cruelty 
inclined  him  to  bring  any  one,  and  on  the  lighteft  occafion,  in- 
to danger  of  his  life,  that  came  under  his  power  ;  which  could 
not  be  the  cafe  of  the  grandfather,  who  lived  at  Jerufalem 
three  ages  before,  when  there  was  no  fuch  tyranny  in  that 
place.  1  have  above  made  mention  of  the  firft  preface  pre- 
rixed  before  this  book,  in  the  Englifli  verfion,  this  implies, 
that  there  was  a  fecond.  This  fecond  preface  was  written 
by  Jefus  the  grandfon  of  the  author,  who  tranflated  the  book 
into  the  Greek  language.  Who  was  the  compofer  of  the 
firft  is  not  known.  It  is  taken  out  of  the  book,  intitled, 
Synopjis  Sacrce  Scriptures,  which  is  afcribed  to  Athanafms  : 
and,  if  it  be  not  his  (as  it  is  by  many  held  that  it  is  not),  yet 
it  is  moit  certainly  a  book  of  ancient  compofure,  and  as  far  as 
it  is,  fo  it  carries  authority  with  it,  though  the  author  be  not 
certainly  known.  The  Latin  verfion  of  this  book  of  Ecclefi- 
afticus  iiath  more  in  it  than  the  Greek,  feveral  particulars 
being  inferted  into  it  which  are  not  in  the  other.  They  feem 
to  have  been  interpolated  by  the  firft  author  of  that  verfion  j 
but  now  the  Hebrew  being  lofl,  the  Greek,  which  hath  been 
made  from  it  by  the  grandfon  of  the  author,  mull  Hand  for 
the  original,  and  from  that  the  Englilh  tranflation  hath  been 
made.  The  Jews  have  now  a  book  among  them,  which  they 
call  the  book  of  Ben  Sira,  i,  e,  the  book  of  the  fon  of  Sira; 
and  this  book  containing  a  colle6lion  of  moral  fayings,  hence 
fome  ^  would  have  it,  that  this  Ben  Sira^  or  fon  of  Sira,  was 
the  fame  with  Ben  Sirach,  or  the  fon  of  Sirach,  and  '^  his  book 
the  fame  with  Ecclefiafticus  ;  but  whofoever  fhall  compare  the 
boolc3  will  fmd,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  opinion, 
except  only  in  the  fimilitude  of  the  names  of  the  authors  of 
them. 

Demetrius  NIcator  having  been  fevera!  years  detained  as  a 

prifoaer 

*  Chap.  11.  ver.  6. 

^  Hufctius  Demonftrst.  Evang.  prop.  iv.  c.  de  Ecclefiaflico. 
*^  This  book  hath  had  feveral  editioij3  in  print.     See  Buxtorrs  Bibli- 
otheca  Rabbinica,  p.  3^4, 
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prifoner  in  Hyrcauiaby  the  Parthians,  *  Antiochus 
Anno  131.  Sidetes  his  brother,  under  pretence  of  effeding  his 
canus  cf^'    deliverance,  marched  with  a  powerful  army  into 

tlie  Eaft,  againft  Phrahates  the  Parthian  king.  This 
army  confifled  of  above  80,000  n)en,  virell  appointed  for  the 
war.  But  ^  the  inftruments  of  luxury  that  accompanied  them, 
as  futlers,  cooks,  pailry-men,  confectioners,  fcullions,  ftage- 
players,  muficians,  whores,  &.c.  were  near  four  times  their 
number,  for  they  are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  '^  300,000  per- 
fons  ;  neither  was  ^  the  pradice  of  luxury  lefs  among  them 
than  the  number  of  its  inftruments,  and  this  at  length  caufed 
the  ruin  of  the  whole  army,  and  of  the  king  with  it.  However 
at  firil  Antiochus  had  fullfuccefs;  for  he  overthrew  ^  Phra- 
hates in  three  battles,  and  recovered  Babylonia  and  Media ; 
and  thereon  all  the  reft  of  thofe  eaftern  provinces,  which  had 
formerly  been  provinces  of  the  Syrian  empire,  revolted  to 
him,  excepting  Parthia  only;  whereon  Phrahates  was  reduced 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  firft  Parthian  kingdom.  Hyr- 
canus,  prince  of  the  Jews,  ^  accompanied  Antiochus  in  this  ex- 
pedition ;  and,  having  had  his  part  in  all  the  vidories  that 
were  obtained,  returned  with  the  glory  of  them  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

But  the  reft  of  the  army  wintered  in  the  Eaft,  and,  by  rea- 

fon  of  the  great  numbers  of  them,  and  their  attend- 
Anno  130.  ants,  as  amounting  to  near  400,000  perfons,  s  be- 
canus6?'^^  ing  forced  to   difperfe  all  over  the   country,  and 

quarter  at  fach  a  diftance  from  each  other,  as  not 
to  be  able  readily  to  gather  together,  and  embody  for  their 
mutual  defence  on  any  occafion  that  ftiould  require  it ;  the  in- 
habitants, whom  they  grievoufly  opprefled  in  all  places  where 
they  lay,  taking  the  advantage  iiereof  to  be  revenged  on  them 
for  it,  confpired  with  the  Parthians,  all  to  fall  upon  them  in 
one  and  the  fame  day,  in  their  feveral  quarters,  and  there  cut 
all  their  throats,  before  they  Ihould  be  able  to  come  together 
to  help  each  other  ;  and  this  they  accordingly  executed.  Here- 
on ^  Antiochus,  with  the  forces  about  him,  haftening  to  help 

the 

•  Juftin.lib.  38.  c.  10. 

b  Juftin.  ibid.  Orofius,  lib.  5.  c.  10.  Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  9.  c.  i. 

^^Juftin,  hb.  38.  c.  .0. 

d  Valerius  Maximus  &  Juftin.  ibid.  Athen-ceu8,lib.  5.  p.  aio.  lib.  lOa 
p. 4^9.  &  lib.  12.  p.  540. 

«  Juitin.  ibid.  Joicph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  16.  Orofius,  lib.  j.  c.  10. 

i  Jyicph.  ibid. 

^  Jullin,  lib.  38,  c.  10.  Diodor.  Sic,  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  374« 

«»  Juftin,  lib.  38.  c.  ic,  &  lib.  39.  c.  i.  Jcfeph.  Antiq,  hb.  13.  c.  16- 
Orulius,  lib.  5.  c.  10.  Appian,  in  8yriacis,  Athenceus,  lib.  ic,  p.  439-" 
^Julius  Obl'cqucns  de  Prodigiis.  iElianus  de  AnimalibuS;  lib.  ic  c.  ^4» 
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the  quarters  that  lay  next  to  him,  was  overpowered  and  flain> 
and  the  reft  of  the  army  at  the  fame  time  were  in  all  thofe 
places,  where  they  lay  in  quarters,  in  the  fame  manner  fallen 
upon,  and  all  cut  in  pieces,  or  made  captives,  fo  that  there 
fcarce  returned  a  man  into  Syria,  of  all  this  vaft  number,  to 
carry  thither  the  doleful  news  of  this  terrible  overthrow.  In 
the  interim  Demetrius  was  returned  into  Syria,  and,  on  his 
brother's  death,  there  again  recovered  the  kingdom.  For 
Phrahates,  *  after  being  thrice  vanquilhed  by  Antiochus,  had 
releafed  him  from  his  captivity,  and  fent  him  back  into  Syria, 
hoping  that,  by  railing  troubles  there  for  the  recovery  of  his 
crown,  he  might  force  Antiochus  to  return  for  the  fupprelT- 
ing  of  them.  But,  on  the  obtaining  of  this  vi£lory,  he  fent  Jj 
party  of  horfe  after  him,  to  bring  him  back  again  j  but  De- 
metrius being  aware  hereof,  made  fuch  hafte,  that  he  was  got- 
ten over  the  Euphrates  into  Syria,  before  thefe  forces  could 
reach  the  borders  of  that  country.  And  by  this  means  he 
again  recovered  his  kingdom,  and  ^  made  great  rejoicing  there- 
on at  the  fame  time,  when  all  the  reft  of  Syria  was  in  great 
forrow  and  lamentation  for  the  lofs  fuftained  in  the  Eaft,  there 
being  fcarce  a  family  in  the  whole  country  which  had  not  a 
part  in  it. 

After  Phrahates  had  gained  this  vi^ory,  he  ^  caufed  the 
body  of  Antiochus  to  be  taken  up  from  among  th.e  dead,  and, 
having  put  it  into  a  filver  coffin,  fent  it  honourably  into  Sy- 
ria, to  be  there  buried  among  his  anceftors,  and,  finding  a 
daughter  of  his  among  the  captives,  ^  he  was  fmitten  with 
her  beauty,  and  took  her  to  wife. 

Being  fluftied  with  this  fuccefs,'^  he  thought  of  carrying  the 
war  into  Syria,  for  the  revenging  of  this  laft  invaflon  upon  him; 
but,  while  he  was  preparing  for  it,  he  found  himlelf  entangled 
with  a  war  at  home  from  the  Scvlhians.  He  had  called  them 
into  Parthia,  to  affift  him  againft  Antiochus,  but,  the  work 
being  done  before  they  arrived,  he  denied  them  their  hire  ; 
whereon  they  turned  their  arms  againft  him  whom  they  came 
to  affift  ;  and,  to  be  revenged  on  him  for  the  wrong  hereby 
done  them,  mads  Vv-ar  upon  him,  and  hereby  Phrahates  was 
forced  to  keep  at  home  for  the  defending  of  his  own  coun- 
try. 

After  the  death  of  Antiochus,  Hyrcanns  took  the  advantage 
of  the  diftnrbances  anddivifions  that  thenceforth  enfaed  through 
the  whole  Syrian  empire,  not  only  to  enlarge  his  teirltories  *-' 

hj 

*  Jutlin.  lib.  3S.  c.  10.  Jofeph.ibid.        ^  JuRin.  lib.  41.  c.  r. 

i>  Tnflin.lib.  39.  c.  r.  '"  folcph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.C.  17. 

-  TuflJn.  lib.  38.  c.  10.  ?*r;ibo,  lib.  i5.  p..  76. 
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by  feizing  Tvledeba,  Samega,  and  feveral  other  places  in  Syria, 
Phcjenicia,  and  Arabia,  and  adding  them  to  his  dominions,  but 
alfo,  from  this  time,  to  make  himfelf  abfolute  and  wholly  in* 
dependent.  For,  ^  after  this,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  defcend- 
ants,  owned  any  further  dependence  on  the  kings  of  Syria, 
but  thenceforth  wholly  freed  themfelves  from  all  manner  of 
homage,  fervitude,  or  fubjedion  to  them. 

In  the  interim,  Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  king  of  Egypt,  went  ftill 
on  in  the  fame  fteps  of  luxury,  cruelty,  and  tyranny,  conti- 
nuing to  increafe  the  number  of  his  moft  flagitious  iniquities, 
by  ttie  guilt  of  new  wickedne&s  from  time  to  time  added  to 
them.  1  have  already  related,  how,  having  married  Cleopa- 
tra his  lifter,  and  relid  of  his  brother,  who  had  reigned  be- 
fore him,  he  flew  her  fon  in  her  arms,  on  the  very  day  of  the 
nuptials ;  after  this  ^  taking  greater  liking  to  Cleopatra  the 
daughter,  than  to  Cleopatra  the  mother,  he  firft  deflowered 
her  by  violence,  and  after  that  married  her,  having  firft  di- 
vorced her  mother,  to  make  room  for  her.  And  whereas,  on 
his  having,  by  his  cruelty,  driven  out  moil  of  the  old  inhabi- 
tants of  Alexandria,  he  had  repeopled  it  with  new  ones,  whom 
he  invited  thither  from  foreign  parts,  he  foon  made  himfelf, 
by  the  exceflTes  of  his  wickedncfs,  as  odious  to  them  as  he  was 
to  the  former  inhabitar.ts  ;  ^  and  therefore,  thinking  he  might 
belt  fecure  himfelf  from  them,  by  cutting  off  their  young  men, 
v/ho  were  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  he  caufed  his  mercenaries 
to  furround  them  in  the  place  of  their  public  exercifes^  when 
they  v/ere  there  in  the  fuUeft  numbers  met  together,  and  put 
them  all  to  death.  Whereon,  the  people  being  exafperated 
againft  him  to  the  utmoft,  ^  all  rofe  in  a  general  tumult,  and, 
in  t  leir  rage,  fet  Are  to  his  palace  with  intent  to  have  burnt  • 
him  in  it ;  but,  having  timely  made  his  efcape,  he  fled  to  Cy- 
prus, carrying  with  him  Cleopatra  his  wife,  and  Mephitis  his 
fon  :  and,  on  his  arrival  thither,  hearing  that  the  people  of 
Alexandria  had  put  the  government  of  the  kingdom  into  the 
hands  of  Cleopatra,  his  divorced  v^ife,  he  hired  an  army  of 
jnercenaries  to  make  war  againft  both. 

Hyrcanus, 

*  Juflin.  lib.  36.  c  I.  cujus  verba  funt.  *  Quorum  (/,  e.  Judieorum} 
vires  tantce  fuere,ut,poft  hunc, nullum  Macedonum  regem  tulerent,  do- 
mefticifqiit:  impfcriis  uli,  Syriam  magnis  hellis  infeftaverint.*  And,  agirce- 
',ib]t  htrtto,  Jorephus's  words  art,  lib.  13.  c.  17.  '  That  Hyrcanus,  atter 
the  death  of  Antiochiis  Sidetes,  revolted  from  the  Macedonians,  and 
thenceforth,  neither  as  a  fubjc<ft  or  an  ally,  had  any  more  to  do  with 
them.' 

^  Jnrtin.  lib.  38.  c.  8.  Valerius  Maxinms,  lib.  9.  c.  i. 

*  Valerius  M  tximus,  lib.  9.  c.  a. 

^  Jultia.  lib.  3^.  c.  tJ.  Urciius;  lib.  5,  c.  10.  Fpit,  Livii;  lib.  jo. 
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Hyrcanus,  ^  having  taken  Sechem,  the  prime  feat  of  the  fe6i: 
of  the  Samaritans,  deftroyed  their  temple  on  Mount  Gerizim, 
■which  had  been  there  built  by  Sanballat.  However,  they  ilill 
continued  to  have  an  altar  in  that  place,  and  ftill  have  one 
there,  on  which  they  offer  facrifices  according  to  the  Levitical 
law,  even  to  this  day. 

Hyrcanus,  after  this,  having  conquered  the  Edomites,  or 
Idumeans,  ^  reduced  them,  to  this  necefFity,  either 
to  embrace  the  Jewifh  religion,  or  elfe  to  leave  ^ 'J"° '^'^* 
the  country,  and  feek  new  dwellings  elfewhere  ;  carms  7^*^" 
whereon,  choofing  rather  to  leave  their  idolatry 
than  their  country,  they  all  became  profelytes  to  the  Jewifk 
religion  ;  and  hereon  being  incorporated  into  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion, as  well  as  into  the  Jewifh  church,  they  thenceforth  be- 
came reputed  as  one  and  the  fame  people,  and  at  length  the 
name  of  Edomites  or  Idumeans  being  fwallowed  up  in  that  of 
Jews,  it  became  wholly  loft,  and  no  more  heard  of.  This  abo- 
lition of  their  name  happened  about  the  end  of  the  firll  cen- 
tury after  Chrifl.  For,  after  that,  we  hear  no  more  men- 
tion of  the  name  of  Edomites  or  Idumeans,  it  being  by  that 
time  wholly  abforbed  in  the  name  of  Jews.  The  Rabbis  in- 
deed fpeak  of  Edom  and  Edomites  long  after  that  time ;  but 
thereby  they  do  not  mean  Idumea,  or  the  fons  of  Edom,  but 
^  Rome,  and  the  Chriflians  of  the  Roman  empire.  For,  fear- 
ing the  difpleafure  of  the  Chriflians  among  whom  they  live, 
for  avoiding  of  it,  whenever  they  fpeak  any  reproachful  thing 
of  Chriflians,  or  their  religion,  they  ufually  blend  it  under 
feigned  names,  fometimes  calling  us  Cutheans,  i.  e.  Samaria 
tans,  and  fometimes  Epicureans,  and  fometimes  Edomites, 
and  this  lafl  is  the  civilefl  appellation  they  give  us.  And  for 
profelytes  to  Judaifm  to  take  the  name  of  Jews,  as  well  as 
their  religion,  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Edomites  only,  it  be- 
ing ufual  for  all  others  who  took  their  religion  to  take  alfo 
their  name,  and  thenceforth  be  reputed  as  of  the  fame  nation 
■with  them,  as  well  as  of  the  fame  religion.  Thus  it  was  in  the 
time  of  ^  Dion  CafHus  the  hiflorian,  and  thus  it  hath  been  ever 
fince,  even  down  to  our  age. 

But 

^  Joftph.  lib.  13.  c.  17. 

^  Jofeph.  ibid.  &  lib.  15.  c.  11.  Htrabo,  lib.  16.  p.  760.  Ammor.ius 
Grammaticus,  de  Similitudine  &  Differentia  qurirundam  Di(5tionum, 
bac  habtt — *  Judaii  fant,  qui  a  natura  ita  fueriint  ab  initio  ;  Idumtci  au- 
tem  non  fuerunt  Jadsei  a'o  initio,  fed  Phoenices  et  Syii,  a  Judaeis  autem 
i'uper^ti,  et,  nt  circumcidcreiitur,  et  in  unam  cum  eis  gentem  coirent, 
ct  eifdem  legibus  fubdereiitur  adad;i,  Judasi  fant  nominati/ 

*■  Vide  Bnxtorfii  Lexicon  R^bbinicum,  p.  30.  .^i. 

^  Verba  ejus  fnnt,  'H  yoco  ;j;«/3a  l\iSa.lx  jj  atVoi  InSaloi  avofiaSxrat,     *H  3  ItI~ 
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But  here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  there  were  =»  two  forts  of 
profeljtes  among  the  Jews  :  i.  The  profelytes  of  the  gate; 
and,  2.  The  profelytes  of  juftice.  The  former  they  obliged 
only  to  renounce  idolatry,  and  woriliip  God  according  to  the 
law  of  nature,  which  they  reduced  to  feven  articles,  called  by 
them  the  fe'v en  precepts  of  the  fons  of  Noah.  To  thefe,  they 
held,  all  men  were  obliged  to  conform ;  but  not  fo  as  to  the 
law  of  Mofes  ;  for  this  they  reckoned  as  a  law  made  only  for 
their  nation,  and  not  for  the  whole  world.  As  to  the  reft  of 
mankind,  if  they  kept  the  law  of  nature,  and  obferved  ^  the 
precepts  above  mentioned,  they  held,  that  they  performed  all 
that  God  required  of  them,  and  would  by  this  fervice  render 
themfelves  as  acceptable  to  him  as  the  Jews  by  theirs.  And 
therefore  they  allowed  all  fuch  to  live  with  them  in  their 
land,  and  from  hence  they  were  called  Gerim  Tofhamm^  i.  e. 
fojourning  profelytes  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  were  called 
alfo  Gere  Sbaar^  1.  e.  profelytes  of  the  gate,  as  being  permitted 
to  dwell  with  thofe  of  liraei  within  the  fame  gates.  The  oc-> 
calion  of  this  name  feems  to  be  taken  from  thefe  words  in  the 
i'mvKhcommvLr\dimtTiX.,VegerekaBiJharcka,  i.e.  and  the  fir  angers 
ivhich  are  within  thy  gates  ;  which  may  as  well  be  rendered, 
the  profelytes  which  are  within  thy  gates y  that  is,  the  profe- 
lytes of  the  gate  that  dwell  with  thee  5  for  the  Hebrew  word 
Ger,  zjiranger,  figuifieth  alfo  a  profelyte  ;  and  both,  in  this 
place  in  the  fourth  commandment,  come  to  the  fame  thing ; 
for  no  ft  rangers  v/ere  permitted  to  dv/ell  within  their  gates, 
unlefs  they  renounced  idolatry,  and  were  profelyted  fo  far  as 
to  the  obfervance  of  the  feven  precepts  of  the  fons  of  Noah, 
Though  they  were  flavcs  taken  in  war,  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  live  with  them  within  any  of  the  gates  of  Ifrael  on  any 
other  terms  ;  but,  on  their  refufal  thus  far  to  comply,  were 
either  given  up  to  the  fword,  or  elfe  fold  to  feme  foreign 
people.     And,  as  thofe  who  were  thus  far  made  profelytes 

were 

i»^ao-f,  t.  e.  The  country  is  called  Judca,  and  the  people  Jews.  And 
this  name  is  given  alfo  to  as  many  others  as  embrace  their  religion, 
though  of  other  nations,  lib.  36.  p.  37. 

*  See  concerning  thefe  profelytes,  Mede,  book  i.  difcourfe  3.  Ham- 
inond's  Annotations  on  Matthew  iii.  i.  &  xxiii.  15.  Euxtorf  s  Lexicon 
Rabbinicuni,  p.  407—410.  But  the  fulleft  account  of  both  thefe  forts 
of  profelytes  is  in  Maimonides's  Yad,  from  whence  itvvas  publiflied  by 
inc  near  40  yc^rs  fmce,  with  a  Latin  verlion,  and  annotarions,  und<  r 
the  title,  De  Jure  Pauperis  et  Peregrini,  to  which  I  refer  learned  read- 
ers. 

b  As  to  what  thefe  precepts  of  the  fons  of  Noah  were,  fee  Selden  de 
Jure  Natural!  et  Gentium  juxta  Difciplinum  Hebrveoriim,  IMarHiam's 
Can.  Chron.  fed.  9.  and  Maimotiides  an<'  Buxtorf  in  the  places  laff 
above  cited,  Hammond's  Annotations  on  ^v6c-  xv,  29.  and  otiJcrs, 
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were  admitted  to  dwell  with  them ;  fo  alfo  were  they  admitted 
into  the  teniple,  there  to  wor(hip  God ;  but  were  not  allowed  to 
enter  any  further  than  into  the  outer  court,  called  the  court  of 
the  Gentiles :  for,  in  the  inner  courts,  which  were  within  the 
inclofure  called  the  Chel,  none  were  admitted,  but  only  fuch 
as  were  thorough  profeflbrs  of  the  whole  Jewlfh  religion  ; 
and  therefore,  when  any  of  thefe  fojourning  profelytes  came 
into  the  temple,  they  always  worfhipped  in  the  outer  court. 
And  of  this  fort  of  profelytes  Naaman  the  Syrian,  and  Cor- 
nelius the  centurion,  are  held  to  have  been.  The  other  fort 
of  profelytes,  called  t\\Q  profelytes  of  jujlice^  were  fuch  as  took 
on  them  the  obfervance  of  the  whole  Jewiih  law  :  for,  al- 
though the  Jews  did  not  hold  this  neceflary  for  fuch  as  were 
not  of  their  nation,  yet  they  refufeu  none,  but  gladly  received 
all  who  would  thus  profefs  their  religion  j  and  they  are  re- 
marked in  our  Saviour's  time  to  have  been  very  ^  fedulous 
to  convert  all  they  could  hereto  :  and,  when  any  were  thus 
profelyted  to  the  Jewifh  religion,  they  were  initiated  to  it  by 
baptifm,  facrifice,  and  circumcilion,  and  thenceforth  were  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  ^  privileges,  that  were 
ufed  by  the  natural  Jews.  And  in  this  manner  was  it  that 
the  Edomites,  at  the  command  of  Hyrcanus,  were  made  pro- 
felytes to  the  Jewifli  religion  ;  and,  when  they  had  thus  taken 
on  them  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  they  continued  united  to 
them  ever  after,  till  at  length  the  name  of  Edornites  was  loll 
in  that  of  Jews,  and  both  people  became  confolidated  into  one 
and  the  fame  nation  together. 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  <^  while  he  lay  in  Cyprus,  fearing  left  th^ 
Alexandrians  ftiould  make  his  fon,  whom  he  had  appointed 
gov^ernor  of  Cyrene,  king  in  his  ftead,  fent  for  him  from 
thence  to  come  to  him  ;  and,  on  his  arrival,  put  him  to  death, 
for  no  other  reafon,  but  to  prevent  that  which,  perchance 
without  any  reafon,  he  feared  as  to  this  matter.  By  ^  which 
cruel  barbarity  the  Alexandrians  being  further  exafperated, 
pulled  down  and  demolifhed  all  his  flatues,  wherever  ere6led, 
in  their  city  ;  which  he  interpreting  to  have  been  done  at  the 
inftigation  of  Cleopatra  his  divorced  queen,  for  the  revenging 
of  it  upon  her,  caufed  Memphitis,  the  fen  he  had  by  her,  a 

Vol.  III.  Y  very 

*  Matth.  xxili.  15. 

b  Intermarriages  muft  be  excepted  :  for,  from  thefe  feme  nations 
v/ere  excluded  for  ever,  and  others  till  after  fome  generations  ;  and, 
particularly,  the  Edomites  v;ere  t-ll  the  third  generation.  See  what 
hath  been  faid  of  this,  pr.rt  I.  book  6.  under  the  year  428. 

^  Juftin.lib.  38.  c.  8. 

<l  Juftin.  ihid.  Biodorus  Siyulas  in  Excerptis  Valedi,  p.  374,  Vale- 
rius Masimus,  lib.  9.  c.  ?.    Livii  Epit.  lib,  59. 
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very  hopeful  and  beautiful  young  prince,  to  be  flain  before  his 
face,  and  then,  cutting  his  body  into  pieces,  put  them  all  into 
a  box,  with  the  head,  thereby  to  fliew  to  whom  tjiey  belonged, 
and  fent  it, with  them  therein  inclofed  to  Alexandria,  by  one 
of  his  guards,  ordering  him  to  prefent  it  to  the  queen  on  the 
day  then  approaching,  which  he  knew  was  to  be  celebrated 
with  feafting  andfeiiival  joy,  as  being  the  anniverfary  of  her 
birth  :  and  accordingly,  in  the  midft  of  the  feiHvity,  it  was 
prefented  to  her  ;  which  foon  turned  all  the  rejoicing  and 
mirth  of  the  feflival  into  forrow  and  lamentation,  and  excited 
in  all  prefent  that  horror  and  deteftation  againft  the  tyrant  as 
fo  monftrous  and  unparalleled  cruelty  deferved.  And  this 
difmal  prefent  being  expofed  to  the  people,  gave  iliem  t'e  fame 
fentiments,  and  provoked  them  with  the  greater  earneftuefs  to 
arm,  for  the  keeping  fo  great  a  monller  of  cruelty  and  barba- 
rity from  any  more  returning  again  to  reign  over  them  :  and 
accordingly  an  army  was  raifed,  under  the  command  of  M-^v- 
fyas,  whom  the  queen  had  made  her  general,  to  defend  the 
country  againft  him, 

Phrahates,  having  drawn  upon  him  the  war  of  the  Scythians, 
*  committed  an  overfight  in  the  managing  of  it,  as  great  as  the 
injuftice  whereby  he  brought  it  upon  him.  For,  to  ftrengthen 
himfelf  againft  thefe  enemies,  he  entrufted  his  fafety  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  whom  he  had  made  more  his  enen  ies  than  the 
others,  that  is,  the  Grecian  mercenaries  who  followed  King 
Antiochus  in  his  late  expedition  into  thofe  parts  againfl  him. 
For,  having  taken  prifoners  great  numbers  of  them  in  the  late 
overthrow  of  that  prince,  he,  on  the  breaking  out  of  this  new- 
war,  lifted  them  all  amoiig  his  other  forces,  for  the  better 
llrengthening  of  his  army  for  it.  But,  when  they  had  thus 
gotten  arms  into  their  hands,  remembering  the  wrongs,  info- 
lences,  and  otiier  ill  ufages,  with  which  they  had  been  treated 
during  their  captivity,  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  be  revenged  for  them  ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  ar- 
mies joined  battle,  they  went  over  to  the  Scythians,  and,  by 
this  corjunftion  with  them,  overthrew  the  Parthians  with  a 
great  {laughter,  cutting  off  Phrahates  himfelf  in  the  rout,  and 
inoft  of  his  army  with  him.  After  this  the  Grecians  and 
Scythians,  having  plundered  the  country,  ^  contented  them- 
felves  with  this  revenge,  and  both  returned  again  into  their 
own  countries.  On  their  departure,  ^  Artabanus,  the  uncle 
of  Phrahates,  took  the  crown  of  Parthia  ;  but,  being  W'ithin  a 
few  days  lialn  in  battle  by  the  Thogarians,  another  nation  of 
the  Scythian  nice,  he  was  fucceeded  by  Mithridates,  who,  by 

•  Jufhin.  lib.  4:.  c.  I.  b  Jullin.  lib.  41.  c.  3. 
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the  greatnefs  of  his  actions,  afterwards  acquired  the  name  of 
Mithridares  the  Great, 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  having  gotten  together  an  army,  ^  fent 
it  again  ft  the  Alexandrians,  uiider  the  command  of 
Hegelcchus  his  general  ;  and  thereon  a  battle  en-  "^"."^u^^' 
fuing  between  him  and  Marfyas,  the  general  of  the  ^^^^us  8^'  * 
Alexandrians,  Hegelochus  got  the  vidlory,  and 
took  Marfyas  prifoner.  and  fent  him  in  chains  to  Phyfcon. 
But,  when  it  was  expected  that,  according  to  his  ufual  cruel- 
ty, he  would  have  put  him  to  fome  tormenting  death,  con- 
trary to  what  every  body  expeded,  he  pardoned  him.  and  let 
him  go.  For,  having  fully  experienced  what  mifchiefs  foU 
lowed  upon  him  for  his  cruelcies,  he  became  weary  of  them, 
and  a£ted  m  the  contrary  extrem.e  ;  and,  as  he  had  put  mul- 
titudes to  death  contrary  to  all  reafon,  fo  he  now  pardoned 
this  man  without  any  reafon  at  all  for  it.  Cleopatra,  being 
diftreffed  by  this  overthrow,  and  the  lofs  of  her  Alexandrian 
army,  they  being  moil  of  them  cut  in  pieces  in  the  rout,  ^ 
fent  to  Demetrius  king  of  Syria,  who  had  married  her  eldeft 
daughter  by  Philometcr,  for  his  afliitance,  promifmg  him  the 
crown  of  Egypt  for  his  reward  ;  which  propofal  Demetrius 
gladly  accepting  of,  marched  into  Egypt  with  all  his  forces, 
and  there  laid  fiege  to  Pelufuim. 

About  this  time  Hyrcanus  "^fent  an  embalTy  to  the  Romans, 
to  renew  the  league  made  with  them  by  Simon  his  father  ; 
which  was  readily  confented  to  by  the  fenate.  And,  whereas 
Antlochus  Sidetes  had  made  war  upon  the  Jev.'s,  contrary  to 
what  the  Romans  had  in  their  behalf  decreed  in  that  league, 
and  taken  from  them  feveral  cities,  and  had  made  them  to 
become  tributaries  for  Gazara,  Joppa,  and  fome  other  places 
which  they  were  permitted  fti)l  to  hold,  and  forced  them  to  a 
difadvantageous  peace,  by  befieging  Jerufalem  ;  on  the  am- 
balTadors  fetting  forth  all  this  before  the  fenate,  they  agreed,* 
that,  whatfoever  had  been  done  againft  them  of  this  kind  lince 
their  faid  late  league  with  Simon  fliould  be  all  null  and  void  ; 
that  Gazara,  Joppa,  and  all  other  places,  that  had  been  either 
taken  from  them  by  the  Syrians,  or  been  made  tributary  to 
them,  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  the  faid  league,  lliould  be  all 
again  reftored  to  them,  and  made  free  of  all  homage,  tribute,  or 
other  fervices  ;  and  that  reparations  (hould  be  made  them  by 
the  Syrians  for  all  damages  done  them  contrary  to  what  the 
fenate  had  decreed  in  their  league  with  Simon  ;   and  that  th© 

Y  2  Syrian 

°  Diodorus  Siculus  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  376. 

*>  Juftin.  Ub.  38.  c.  9.  6c  iib.  39.  c.  i.    Gtseca  Eufcb.  Scaligerl,  p,  61* 

*"  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  e.  17. 
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Syrian  kings  fhould  have  no  right  to  march  their  foldlers  or 
arn-ies  through  the  Jevvifh  territories  ;  aud  that  ambaiiadors 
ihoiild  be  fent  to  fee  this  all  fully  executed.  -\nd  it  was  furrher 
ordered,  that  money  fhould  be  given  the  Jewifh  ambafTdors 
for  the  bearing  of  their  expences  in  their  journey  honriCVva'-d, 
and  that  letters  fliould  be  written  to  all  the  confederate  ftates 
and  princes  in  their  way  tliither,  to  give  them  a  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable paffage  through  their  dominions.  And  all  this  was 
accordingly  done,  which  much  rejoiced  Hyrcanus  and  all  the 
Jewifli  nation. 

And  therefore,  the  next  year  after,  they  ^  fent  to  them  an- 
other emb^ffy  by  Alexander  the  fon  of  Jafon,  ^u- 
T  ^"°mV*  "^^"^"s  the  fon  of  Antiochus,  and  Alex?.nder  the 
canus  Q  '  ^°"  °^  Dorotheus,  to  return  their  thanks  for  the 
faid  decree  ;  and,  in  acknowledgement  of  it,  they 
prefented  them  by  the  faid  ambaffadors  with  a  cup  and  a 
ihield,  both  of  gold,  to  the  value  of  50,000  gold  pieces  of 
their  money.  Whereon  another  decree  was  made  in  their  fa- 
vour, ratifying  and  confirming  all  that  was  granted  them  in 
the  decree  of  the  former  year.  This  decree  is  in  Jofephus  re- 
cited at  large  (Antiq.  book  14.  c.  16.)  But  it  is  there  mif- 
placed,  as  if  it  had  been  ena<5ted  in  the  time  of  Hyrcanus  IL 
whereas  the  fubjedt  matter  of  it,  and  the  date  which  it  bears, 
manifellly  proves,  that  it  can  be  none  other  than  that  which 
v/as  now  granted  to  Hyrcanus  I.  jmd  could  not  pofiibly  be 
that  which  was  granted  to  Hyrcanus  IT.  the  grandfon  of  the 
other,  in  whofe  time  Jofephus  placeth  it.  For,  firft,  as  to  the 
fubjecl  matter  of  it,  Jofephus  ^  tells  us,  in  the  place  where  he 
infcrts  it,  that  it  was  to  give  licence  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  Je- 
rufalem,  whicli  Pompey  had  pulled  down  :  but  there  is  not 
one  word  of  any  fuch  matter  in  that  decree,  nor  doth  it  con- 
tain or  import  any  thing  more  than  the  renewing  and  confirm- 
ing of  a  former  league  of  friendfliip  and  alliance  made  with 
them,  which  plainly  refers  to  that  league  which  was  made 
with  them  in  the  time  of  Hyrcanus  I.  in  the  year  laft  here 
before  preceding.  And,  fecondly,  as  to  the  date  which  it  bears, 
it  is  in  the  9th  year,  which  cannot  be  underftood  of  Hyrcanus 
n.  For  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  the  decree  which  was  maue  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  was  granted  by  Julius 
Caefar  to  Hyrcanus  H.  ^  after  the  end  of  the  Alexandrian  war, 
in  reward  of  the  affillance  which  Hyrcanus  H.  fent  him  ir-  it. 

But 

°  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  24.  c.  16. 

b  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  14.  c.  15.  &  16.  It  is  mod  likely  this  was  not 
gr;inted  by  Jul-iis  Caefar  till  the  year  of  his  fifth  cor  fulfhip,  r'nci  that  it 
is  the  Time  whiJi  is  now  extant  under  that  date  in  the  17th  chapter  of 
the  14th  bookof  Jofephu&'s  Antiquities, 
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But  that' war  was  not  ended  till  the  47th  year  before  Chrift, 
long  after  the  9th  jear  of  that  Hyrcanus.  For  the  47th  year 
before  Chrift  was  the  17th  year  of  Hyrcanus  II.  reckoning 
from  the  time  of  his  reftoration  by  Pompey,  but  the  23d  rec- 
koning from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  on  the  death  of  his 
mother.  And,  furthermore,  the  preface  to  that  decree,  which, 
Jofephus  tells  us,  was  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jeru- 
falem,  bears  date  in  the  ides  of  December  (z*.  e.  the  13th  of 
that  month)  ;  whereas  the  date  of  the  decree  itfelf,  which  he 
puts  under  that  preface,  is  in  Panemus,  the  Syro- Macedonian 
month,  which  anfwers  to  our  July,  and  therefore  it  could  not: 
poflibly  be  the  decree  that  belonged  to  that  preface.  All  this 
put  together  plainly  fhews,  this  decree  of  the  9th  year  of 
Hyrcaii us  could  not  be  the  decree  granted  to  Hyrcanus  II.  by 
Julius  Caefar  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  ; 
but  ^  mofl  certainly  it  muft  be  tijat  which  was  granted  to  Hyr- 
canus I.  by  the  Roman  fenate  in  this  year  v^here  I  have  placed 
it,  and  that  it  was  by  the  miilake  of  Jofephus  that  it  was  put 
by  him  elfewhere.  And  this  is  beyond  all  contradiction  con- 
firmed, by  that  Numenius,  the  fon  of  Antiochus,  is  faid,  in 
the  body  of  the  decree,  to  have  been  one  of  the  airbaiTadors  by 
whom  it  was  obtained,  who  was  the  fame  ^  that  had  been  one 
of  the  arobaffadors  that  were  fent  to  Rome  by  Jonathan  on  a 
like  embafly.  For  he  might  have  well  been  alive  to  go  on  fuch 
an  embafly  in  the  9th  year  of  Hyrcanus  I.  but  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  io  after  the  ending  of  the  Alexandrian  war, 
which  w^as  near  100  years  after  the  former  embaffy,  in  which  he 
was  employed  by  Jonathan.  ^  Jofeph  Scaliger  takes  notice  of 
this  blunder  of  Jofephus's,  but,  while  he  mends  it,  he  makes  as 
great  ones  of  his  own,  which  Salianus  the  Jefuit  ^  juftly  cor- 
refls  him  for. 

Demetrius,  king  of  Syria,  having,  ^  by  his  t^^rannic?!  go- 
vernment, vicious  manners,  and  a  moft  perverfe  and  difagree- 
able  behaviour,  made  himfelf  as  odious  to  the  Syrians  as  Phyf^ 
con  was  to  the  Egyptians,  they  took  the  advantage  of  his  ab- 
fence  at  the  fiege  of  Pelulium  to  rife  in  rebellion  againfl:  him. 
The  Antiochians  began  tliis  revolt,  and  foon  after  the  Apa- 
means,  and  many  other  of  the  Syrian  cities  followed  their 
example,  and  joined  with  them  herein.  This  forced  Demetrius 
tohaftenoutof  Egypt  to  look  to  his  interell  at  home.   ^  Where- 

Y   3  on 

"^  Dehac  re  v'de  UfTerii  Annalcs  fub  anno  J.  P.  4587. 
b  I  Maccab.  xii.  16. 

*  In  Animadverfionibus  in  Chronologica  Eufebii  fub  No.  19 71. 
^  Sub  anno  mundi  4007,  ^  36.  37. 

*  Juftin.  lib.  39.  c.  I.   Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  17. 
^^  Turtin.  ibid. 
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on  Cleopatra,  queen  of  Egypt,  being  defeated  of  the  affiftancQ 
which  ihe  expedled  from  him,  put  all  her  treafure  on  fhip* 
board,  and  fled  with  it  bv  fea  to  Ptolemais,  to  Cleopatra, 
queen  of  Syria,  her  daughter  by  Philometor,  who  there  re- 
lided.  This  Cleopatra,  the  daughter,  had  firfl  married  Alexan- 
der Balas,  and  afterwards  this  Demetrius,  in  her  father's  life- 
time 5  but,  afcer  that,  Demetrius  being  taken  prifoner  in  Par- 
thia,  and  there  detained  in  captivity,  Ihe  became  the  wife  of 
Antiochus  Sidetes  his  brother,  and,  after  his  death,  returned 
Again  to  the  bed  of  Demetrius,  on  his  coming  out  of  Parthia 
and  recovering  his  kingdom ;  and  then  held  Ptolemais  when 
her  mother  came  to  her.  Phyfcon,  on  her  flight  out  of  Egypt, 
returned  again  to  Alexandria,  and  reaflfumed  the  government, 
there  being  no  power  in  that  place,  after  the  death  of  Marfyas 
and  the  flight  of  Cleopatra,  that  could  any  further  oppofe  him. 
After  he  had  again  fettled  hinDfelf  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  re- 
venged on  Demetrius  for  his  late  invafion,  ^  he  fet  up  an  im- 
poflor  againft  him,  who  was  called  Alexander  Zebina.  He 
v/as  the  fon  of  a  broker  of  Alexandria  ;  but,  feigning  himfelf 
to  be  the  fon  of  Alexander  Balas,  under  that  pretended  title 
claimed  the  crown  of  Syria,  and  Phyfcon  furniflied  him  with 
an  army  to  take  poiTeffion  of  it.  On  his  arrival  thither  in  Sy- 
ria, multitudes  joined  with  him,  out  of  the  great  averfion  they 
had  to  Demetrius,  without  examining  at  all  the  title  of  the 
pretender,  as  not  caring  whom  they  had  for  their  king,  fo  they 
could  get  rid  of  Demetrius. 

At  length  the  controverfy  ^  was  brought  to  the  declfion  of 

a  battle,  which  v/as  fought  near  Damafcus  in 
t'h'^h^  Coele-Syria;  wherein  Demetrius  being  overthrown, 
canus  10."     ^^^  ^^  Ptolemais  to  Cleopatra  his  wife.     But  flie, 

retaining  her  refentments  againft  him  for  his  mar- 
rying Rhodaguna  whils  in  Parthia,  took  this  opportunity  of 
being  revenged  for  it,  and  ftjot  the  gates  againft  hmi;  where- 
on being  forced  to  flee  to  Tyre,  he  was  there  flain.  After  his 
death,  Cleopatra  retained  fome  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  Ze- 
bina reigned  over  all  the  reft  :  and,  for  the  better  fecuring  of 
himfelf  in  it,  ^  he  made  a  ftri£l  league  and  alliance  with  John 
Hyrcanus,  prince  of  the  Jews  ;  a  :d  John  made  all  the  advan- 
tages of  thefe  divifions  which  might  juftly  be  expelled  from  fb 
wife  a  man,  for  the  eftablifliing  of  his  own  and  l)is  country's 
jntereft,  and  he  much  improved  the  ftate  of  the  Jews  thereby. 

Via 

•  Jnflin.  lib.  ,-^9.  r.  r.    J^feph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  17. 
b  Juftin.  &  Jolcph.  ibid     Appianiis  in  Synacis.    Livii  Epit.  lib.  60, 
Torphyrius  m  Grinds  Euleb.  ScalibCri. 
^  Jofeph.  ibid. 
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Vaft  *  numbers  of  locufts  about  this  time  coming  into 
Africa,  there  deftroyed  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and 
at  laft  being  by  the  wind  driven  into  the  fea,  and  y'J^^^u*^* 
there  drowned,  and,  by  the  flowing  of  the  tide,  caft  ^^^^^  /j^" 
up  upon  tlie  land,  caufed  fuch  a  (tench  as  poifoned 
the  air,  and  produced  a  moft  terrible  plague  ;  which,  in  Libya, 
Cyrene,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  deftroyed  above  800,000 
perfons. 

Seleucus,  the  elded  fon  of  Demetrius  Nicator  by  Cleopatra, 
being  now  about  20  years  old,  ^  took  upon  him  to 
reign  in  Syria  in  his  father's  flead,  contrary  to  the  Jq^JJ^^J^''' 
good  liking  of  his  mother.  For  Ibe  having,  on  the  ^^^^^  j^[" 
death  of  Demetrius,  feized  part  of  the  Syrian  em- 
pire, thought  to  have  reigned  there  by  her  own  authority;  and 
therefore  was  very  angry  at  the  fetting  up  of  her  fon  agaiuft 
her  ;  and  befides  fhe  feared  he  would  revenge  his  father's  death 
upon  her,  which  it  was  well  known  Ihe  had  been  the  caufe 
of;  and  therefore  having  gotten  him  within  her  power,  Ihs 
flew  him  with  her  own  hands,  by  thrufting  a  dart  through 
him,  after  he  had  reigned  only  one  year. 

^  Antipater,  Clonius,  and  iEropus,  three  of  Zebina's  chief 
commanders,  having  revolted  from  him  to  Cleopatra,  feized 
Laodicea,  and  there  endeavoured  to  maintain  themfelves 
againft  him  ;  but  he,  having, foon  reduced  them,  on  their  fub- 
miflion,  out  of  his  great  clemency  and  magnanimity,  pardoned 
them  all,  without  doing  any  hurt  to  either  of  them.  For  he 
was  a  perfon  of  a  very  benign  temper,  and  carried  himfelf 
with  a  great  deal  of  good  nature,  affability,  and  courtefy,  to- 
wards all  that  came  in  his  way,  which  made  him  very  much 
beloved  even  by  thofe  who  liked  not  the  impofture  whereby 
he  ufurped  the  crown. 

In  this  year  ^  died  Mithridates  Euergetes  king  of  Pontus, 
being  (lain  by  the  treachery  of  fome  of  thofe  that  were  about  him. 
He  was  ^  fucceeded  by  his  fon  the  famous  Mithridates  Eupa- 
tor,  who  ftruggled  fo  long  with  the  Romans  for  the  empire  of 
Afia,  having  maintained  a  war  againft  them  for  about  ^  30 
Y  4  years. 

*  LivH  Epit.  lib- 60.  OrofuK*,  lib.  5.  c.  11.  Julius  Obfequens  de 
Prodigiis. 

^  Livii  Epit,  ibid.  Appianus  inSyriacIs.  Juftin.  lib.  39.  c.  i.  Porphy- 
rlus  in  Grcecis  Eufeb.  Scaligeri. 

*^  Diodor,  Sic.  in  Excerptis  Vakfii,  p.  377. 

d  Juftin.  lib.  37.  c.  i.  Strabo,  lib.  10.  p.  477. 

^  Memnon,c.  5a.  Strabo  &  Juftin.  ibid,  "^  _ 

f  Juftin  faith  46  years,  ibid.;  Appian.  in  Mithridaticis  4a  years  ;  i'\r,- 
rus  and  Eutropius  40  years  ;  but  Pliny,  hb.  7.  c.  26.  faith  it  laftcd  only 
^o  years  :  and  be  comes  neareft  the  trutU  of  the  matter. 
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years.  He  was  but  12  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  for 
he  is  ^  faid  to  have  lived  72  years,  and  to  have  reigned  60  of 
them.  He  was  defcended  from  a  long  feries  of  kings  who  had 
reigned  in  Pontus  before  him.  The  firll  of  them  was  ^  one 
of  thofe  feven  princes  that  flew  the  Magians,  and  fettled  the 
kingdom  of  Perfia  on  Darius  Hyftafpis,  and,  having  obtained 
the  fovereignty  of  the  country,  tranfmitted  it  to  his  pofterity 
through  16  generations,  Mithridates  Eupator  being  reckoned 
^  the  i6th  from  him.  The  firft  of  thefe  of  whom  we  find  a 
name  in  hiftory,  is  that  Mithridates,  ^  who,  dying  in  the  year 
before  Chrift  363,  v/as  fucceeded  by  Ariobarzanes  his  fon,  then 
governor  of  Phrygia  for  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  king  of  Perfia, 
who,  having  ^  reigned  26  years,  was  fucceeded  by  ^  his  fon 
Mithridates  II.  in  the  year  337 ;  he  firfl:  took  part  ^  with  Eu- 
menes  againfl:  Antigonus,  but,  when  Eumenes  was  flain,  he 
fubmitted  to  the  conqueror,  and  ferved  him  in  his  wars,  and 
being  a  man  of  great  valour  and  military  Ikill,  he  v^as  very 
ufeful  to  him  j  but  at  length,  being  fufpefted  of  being  an  un- 
derhand favourer  of  the  interefl  of  CafTander,  Antigonus  ^ 
caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death  in  the  year  302,  after  he  had 
reigned  ^^  years.  On  his  death  s  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Mithridates  III.  While  his  father  lived,  '^  he  had  for  fome 
time  refided  in  the  court  of  Antigonus,  and  there  contra6led 
great  intimacy  and  friendfhip  with  Demetrius  his  fon.  But 
**  Antigonus  having  dreamed,  that  when  he  had  fowed  a  field 
•with  golden  feed,  and  it  had  brought  forth  a  plentiful  crop  of 
the  fame  metal,  Mithridates  bad  reaped  it  all,  and  carried  it 
away  with  him  into  Pontus,  he  concluded  that  this  dream 
foretold  that  Mithridates  fhould  reap  the  fruit  of  all  his  vido- 
nes  ;  and  tlierefcre,  for  the  preventing  of  it,  refolved  to  put 
him  to  death.  But  Mithridates,  being  warned  hereof  by  De- 
metrius, made  his  efcape  into  Cappadocia,  and,  there  having 
gotten  togetlier  an  army,  feized  feveral  places  and  territories 
m  thofe  parts,  which  there  belonged  to  Antigonus  ;  and  ha- 
ving, after  his  father's  death,  fucceeded  him,  he  added  thefe 
acquifitions  to  the  kingdom  of  Pontus  ;  whereby,  having  very 
much  enlarged  it,  he  is  reckoned  as  the  founder  of  it ;  and 
therefore  is  by  hiRorians  called  "'  Ktifies,  i.  e.  the  Founder. 
He  reigned  in  Pontus  ^  36  years,  and  on  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened 

»  Eutrop.  lib.  6.  J- Ibid,  lib.  19, 

h  Polyb.lib.  5.  p.  388.  L.  Florus,  8  ibid.  lib.  20. 

lib.  3.  C.J.     Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  19.  ^  pi^tarch.  in  Demetrio.    Ap- 

Anrciius  Vidcr.  pian.  in  Mithridaticis. 

^    *^  .ippian.  in  Mithridaticis.  i  Strabo,  lib.  12.  p.  562.    Ap- 

^  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  15.  plan,  in  Mithridaticis. 

*  Ibid.  lib.  iC.  k  Diodcv.  Sic  lib.  20. 
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pened  in  the  year  266,  left  his  kingdom  ^  to  Ariobarzanes  his 
ion.  From  this  Mithridates  the  Founder^  Mithridates  Eu- 
pator  was  ^  the  eight,  but,  of  thefe,  hiftory  farnifheth  us  with 
the  names  only  of  *^  fix,  and  thefe  are,  i.  Mithridates  Ktiftes, 
2.  Ariobarzanes,  3.  Mithridates,  4.  Fharnaces,  5.  Mithridates 
Euergetes,  and  6.  Mithridates  Eupator.  Of  Ariobarzanes  no 
more  is  faid  but  that  he  '^  fucceeded  his  father.  Mithridates, 
who  is  the  next  that  is  named,  ^  married  the  daughter  of  Se- 
leucus  Callinicus  king  of  Syria,  and  having  by  her  a  daughter 
called  Laodice,  ^  gave  her  in  marriage  to  Antiochus  the  Great, 
fon  of  Callinicus  ;  and  only  on  the  account  of  thefe  two  mar- 
riages is  he  any  where  made  mention  of.  Pharnaces  ^  feized 
the  city  of  Synope,  and  added  it  to  the  kingdom  of  Pontus  in 
the  year  183  ;  made  ^  war  with  Eumenes  king  of  Pergamus 
in  the  year  182  ;  invaded  ^  Galatia  in  the  year  18 1  ;  and  on 
thefe  accounts,  and  feveral  others,  he  is  often  fpoken  of ;  but 
for  nothing  more  than  the  abominable  charadler  left  behind 
him  ^  of  being  one  of  the  wickedeft  princes  that  ever  reigned. 
Mithridates  Euergetes  is  the  next  that  is  named  in  this  race 
of  kings.  This  Mithridates  was  fon  to  Pharnaces,  and  grand- 
fon  to  Mithridates  the  immediate  predeceflbr  of  Pharnaces. 
For  that  Mithridates,  according  to  ^  Juftin,  was  great  grand- 
father to  Mithridates  Eupator;  and  therefore  Pharnaces  muft 
have  been  his  fon,  Mithridates  Euergetes  his  grandfon,  and 
Mithridates  Eupator  his  great-grandfon.  The  firfl  time  we 
hear  of  this  Mithridates  Euergetes  is  in  the  year  149,  when 
^  he  aided  the  Romans  with  fome  fhips  in  the  third  Punic 
war;  and  he  was  aiding  to  them  alfo  ^  in  their  war  with  Ari- 
flonicus ;  for  the  reward  of  which,  on  the  ending  of  that  war, 
°  they  gave  him  the  province  of  the  Greater  Phrygia.  The 
lafl  of  this  feries  was  Mithridates  Eupator,  the  prince  we 
nowfpeakof;   and  he  being  the  moil  remarkable  perfon  of 

the 

*  Memnon,  c.  25.^  Diodor.  ibid, 
b  Plutarch.  &  Appi?.n.  ibid. 

^  And  for  this  reafon  perchance  it  is,  that  whereas  Appian  faith,  ia 
one  place  of  his  Mithridatics,  that  Mithridates  Eupitcr  was  the  eighth 
from  Mithridates  Ktiftes,  he  faith  in  another  place  that  he  was  only  the 
iixth.    See  Appian.  p.  176.  &  249. 

d  Diodor.  Sic.  lib,  20. 

*=  Juftin.  lib.  38.  c.  5. 

f  Foiybius,  lib.  5.  p.  388. 

£  Strabo,  lib.  12.  p.  545.546. 

^  Livius,  lib.  40.   Polybius,  legat.  51.  t^i'  59* 

i  Polybius,  legat.  55.  .  - 

^  Polybius  in  Excerptis  Valelii,  p.  130. 

*  Lib.  38.  c.  5. 

-"  Appian.  in  Mithridaticls. 

^  Juitin.  lib.  3?.  c.  i.  Eutropius,  lib.  4. 

0  Jiiftin,  ibid.  &  lib.  38.  c.  5,     Appian.  in  Mithridaticls. 
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the  time  in  which  he  lived,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  the  reader  to  have  an  account  here  given  of  tlie  race  from 
whence  he  proceeded.  It  is  very  remarkable,  *  that,  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  there  appeared  a  very  great  comet  for  70 
days  together,  and  the  like  again  for  the  fame  number  of  days 
at  the  time  of  liis  accellion  to  the  crown  ;  the  tails  of  both 
which  were  fo  large,  as  to  take  up  one  quarter  of  the  hemif- 
phere.  Thefe  feemcd  to  portend  that  he  (bould  be  a  great 
incendiary  in  the  world,  and  fo  he  proved.  He  begun  his 
reign  ^  with  the  murder  of  his  mother  and  his  brother,  and  all 
the  red  of  his  adions  were  of  a  piece  herewitli.  He  was  a 
perfon  of  very  extraordinary  abilities  and  endowments  of 
mind,  but  he  employed  them  all  to  the  ndichief  .of  mankind, 
and  many  were  the  thoufands  that  periihed  by  it. 

Cleopatra,  having  flam  Seleucus  her  eldeft  fon  in  the  manner 
as  I  have  related,  found  it  neceifary  to  have  one 
Anno  113.  ^j(-{^  (-he  name  of  kins,  to  give  countenance  and  fup- 
J«  "  y*  port  to  the  authority  by  which  fhe  governed;  and 
therefore, having  formerly  fent  Antiochus,the  other 
fon  which  flie  had  by  Demetrius,  to  Athens,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  education,  fhe  recalled  him  from  thence  to  take  this  name 
upon  him  ;  ^  and,  on  his  arrival,  declared  him  king  of  Syria, 
but  with  intent  to  allow  him  no  more  than  the  royal  flile,  and 
keep  all  the  authority  to  herfelf ;  and  being  then  very  young, 
as  not  yet  exceeding  ^  the  age  of  20,  if  fo  much,  he  was 
contented  for  fome  time  to  be  made  her  property.  TodiPtin- 
guifli  him  from  the  other  Antiochus's,  he  is  commonly  called  ^ 
Grypus,  a  name  taken  from  ^  his  hook-nofe.  He  is  called  Phi- 
iometor  by  s  Jofephus,  but  Epiphanes  by  himfelf  in  his  coins. 

Zebina,  on  the  death  of  Demetrius  Nicator,  having  fettled 
himfelf  in  a  great  part  of  the  Syrian  empire,  Phyf- 
Anno  izz.  ^q,^^  \^y  whom  he  was  advanced  hereto,  expeded 
canus  14'  ^^  llio^^ld  hold  it  as  an  homage  and  dependence 
from  him  ;  ''  which  Zebina  not  underftanding,  nor 
in  any  point  complying  therewith,  Phyfnon  refolved  to  pull 
him  down  again  as  fall  as  he  had  fet  him  up,  and  therefore, 
coming  to  an  agreement  with  Queen  Cleopatra  his  niece,  mar- 
ried 

a  Juftin.  lib.  37.  c.  7. 

b  Mtm'On  in  Excerptls  Photii,  c.  ^,1. 

^  Juftin.  lib.  39.  c.  i.  Appian-in  Syriscis. 

ri  Demetrius  his  father  married  Cleopatra  anno  146.  and  Seleucus  was 
the  el'left  fon  of  that  marriage  ;  and  tiierefore  Grypus,  who  was  the  f.- 
cond  fon,  cannot  be  fuppofcd  at  this  time  to  be  above  twenty. 

,^  Jnitin.  ibid. 

f  Tfvxli  in  Greek  fignificth  one  that  is  hock  nofcd. 

6  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  ao. 

%  JuUin.Ub.  39.  c.  a. 
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ried  Trypbajna  his  daughter  to  Grypus  her  fon,  and  fent  an 
army  to  her  affiftance  ;  whereby  Zebina  being  overthrown, 
fled  to  Antioch  ;  but  there  endeavouring  privately  ^  to  rob 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  and  be- 
ing deteded  in  the  attempt,  the  Antiochians  rofe  in  a  tumult 
againft  him,  and  drove  him  thence  :  whereon,  being  forced 
to  fhifc  from  place  to  place  about  the  country,  he  was  at  length 
taken  and  put  to  death. 

L.  Opimius  and  (^Fabius  Maximus  being  confuls  at  Rome, 
the  feafons  of  the  year  in  all  their  turns  ^  proved 
fo  very  kindly  and  benign,  that  the  fruits  of  the  ^^^^i^^' 
earth  now  produced  were  all  beyond  what  they  planus  i^*^' 
ufedto  be  in  other  years,  and  efpecially  their  wine, 
which  was  this  year  of  that  excellency  and  Ilrength,  that  fome 
of  it  was  kept  for  200  years  after,  it  being  the  famous  Opi- 
inlan  wine  (fo  called  from  the  name  of  the  conful)  which  is 
fo  much  fpoken  of  by  the  poets. 

After  Zebina  was  vanquiftied  andflain,  Antiochus  Grypus, 
now  growing  to  maturity  of  age,  began  to  take  on 
him  the  authority  as  well  as  the  name  of  king;  Anno  120. 
whereby  the  power  of  Cleopatra  in  the  govern-  ^-anus  16 
ment  becoming  very  much  eclipfed,  {he  could  not 
bear  this  diminution  of  her  grandeur  and  domination  ;  and 
therefore,  for  the  recovering  of  it  again  wholly  to  herfelf,  that 
fo  Ihe  might  again  abfolutely  rule  and  govern  the  Syrian  em- 
pire, (he  refolved  '^  to  make  away  with  Grypus,  as  flie  had 
before  with  Seleucus,  and  call  to  the  crown  another  fon  of 
hers,  which  flie  had  by  Antiochus  Sidetes  ;  under  whom,  he 
being  very  young,  fhe  prefumed  fhe  might  much  longer  have 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  royal  authority,  and  thereby  have 
the  opportunity  of  gathering  ilrength  for  the  fixing  of  herfelf 
in  it  for  ail  her  life  after.  And  therefore,  for  the  executing  of 
this  wicked  delign,  having  provided  a  cup  of  polfon,  flie  of- 
fered it  to  Grypus  one  day  as  he  came  hot  and  weary  from 
exerciiing  himfelf ;  but,  being  forewarned  of  the  mifchief  (he 
intended  him,  he  forced  her  to  drink  it  all  herlelf,  and  it  had 
its  full  operation  upon  her  ;  and  thereby  an  end  was  put  to 
the  life  of  a  moll  v,/icked  and  pernicious  woman,  who  had 
iong  been  the  plague  of  Syria.     She  ^  had  been  the  wife  of 

three 

®  Juftin.  lib.  39.  c.  2.    Diodor.  Sic.  in  Excerptis  Valtfii,  p.  378. 

^  Pliniiis,  lib.  14.  c.  4.  &  c.  14. 

*^  Juftin.  ibid.    Appian.  in  Syriacis. 

^  The  three  kinus  of  Syria  whom  flie  h?A  for  her  hiifb^nds,  were 
Alexander  Balas,  Demetrms  Nicator,  and  Antiochus  Sidetes;  and  her 
four  fons  wtre  Antiochus  by  Alexander  Balas,  Seleucus  and  Antiochus 
grypus  by  DemetriuS;  and  Antiochus  Cyzicenus  by  Antiochus  Siti^tes, 
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three  kings  of  that  country,  and  the  mother  of  four.  Two  of 
her  hufbands  fhe  had  been  the  death  of:  and,  of  her  faid  fons, 
one  ihe  iTiurdered  with  her  own  hands,  and  would  have  ferved 
Grjpus  in  the  fame  manner,  but  he  made  her  wicked  delign 
turn  upon  her  own  head,  as  I  i  ave  related;  and  thereon,  ha- 
ving fettled  his  affairs  in  peace  and  fecurity,  he  reigned  feve- 
ral  years  after  without  i^ny  difturbance,  till  at  length  Cyzi- 
cenus,  his  brother  by  the  fame  mother,  rofe  up  againll  him,  as 
will  be  hereafter  related  in  its  proper  place. 

Ptolemy  Phyfcon,  king  of  Egypt,  *  after  having  reigned 

there,  from  the  death  of  Philometor  his  brother, 
^^h^v^^'  ^9  y^^^'^>  ^^^^  ^^  Alexandria,  and  thereby  did  put 
canus  iQ  '     ^'^  ^"^^  ^^  ^  rnoii  wicked  life,  and  to  a  moll  cruel 

and  tyrannical  reign,  he  being  infamous  for  both, 
beyond  all  that  reigned  in  that  country  before  him  ;  whereof 
too  many  inftances  are  given  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  hif- 
tory.  He  left  behind  him  three  fons  j  the  eldeft,  named  Apion, 
^  he  had  by  a  concubine,  the  other  two  *^  by  Cleopatra  his 
niece,  whom  he  had  married  after  his  divorcing  of  her  mo- 
ther ;  the  eldeft  of  thefe  was  called  '^  Lathyrus,  and  the  other 
^  Alexander.  By  his  will,  ^  he  left  the  kingdom  of  Gyrene 
to  Apion,  and  that  of  Egypt  to  Cleopatra,  in  conjundlion  with 
one  of  her  fons  which  fhe  ihould  like  beft  of  the  two  to  make 
choice  of;  and  ihe,  looking  on  Alexander  as  thelikelieft  to  be 
compliant  with  her,  ^  offered  to  make  choice  of  him  ;  but  the 
people,  not  bearing  that  the  eldeft  Ihould  be  put  by  the  right 
of  his  birth,  forced  her  to  fend  for  him  from  Cyprus,  where,, 
in  his  father's  lifetime,  flie  had  procured  him  to  be  baniflied, 
and  admit  him  as  king  to  reign  in  copartnerfhip  with  her. 
But,  before  fhe  v.'ould  fuffer  him  to  be  inaugurated  at  Mem* 
phis,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  country,  ^  fhe  forced  him 
to  divorce  Cleopatra,  the  eldefl  of  his  fiflers  (whom  he  had 
taken  to  be  his  wife,  and  dearly  lovedj,  and  marry  in  her 
Head  Selene,  his  younger  filler,  who  was  not  fo  acceptable  to 

»  him. 

'  Poi^byriusin  GrtKcis  Euftb.  Scaligeri.  Ptolemasus  Aftronomus  in 
Canonc.  Kpiphanes  dc  Ponderibus  &  Menfuris.  Hieronymus  in  Da- 
nicha  Cap.  ix. 

t  Juflin.  lib.  .s9.  c.  5.    Appian.  in  Mithridaticis,  in  fine  libri. 

^  Jiiftir!.  Hb.  39.  c.  3. 

<i  Trogus  Pompeius  in  Prologo  39.  &  40.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13. 
c.  18.  Clemens  Alcx^nd.  Strom,  hb.  i.  Strabo,  lib.  17.  p.  795.  Pli- 
nius,  lib.  a.  c.  67.  &  lib.  6.  c.  30. 

*^  Porphyrins  in  Gi xcis  Eufeb.  Scaligeri,    Juftin.  lib.  39.  c.  4. 

f  Jnflin.  lib.  39.  c. ,,. 

e  Paufanias  in  Atticis.    Juftin.  ibid. 

»i  Juftin.  ibid. 
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him.  On  his  inauguration,  he  took  the  name  of  ^  Soter ;  ''Athe- 
naeus  and  *=  Paufanias  call  him  Philometor ;  but  Lathyrus  is 
the  name  by  which  he  is  moftly  named  in  hiftory.  But  that 
being  ^  a  nickname  not  tending  to  his  honour,  it  was  never 
owned  by  him. 

AntlochusGrypus,  while  he  was  preparing  for  a  war  againft 
the  Jews,  ^  was  prevented  by  a  war  at  home,  raifed 
againll  him  by  Antiochus  Cyzicenus,  his  half  bro-  Anno  114. 
ther.  He  was  the  fon  of  Cleopatra  by  Antiochus  ^^^us  22" 
Sidetes,  born  to  him  of  her  while  Demetrius  her 
former  hulband  was  a  prifoner  among  the  Parthians.  But,  on 
Demetrius's  returning  again,  and  repofleffing  his  kingdom,  af- 
ter the  death  of  Sidetes,  Cleopatra,  fearing  how  Demetrius 
might  deal  with  him,  Ihould  he  fall  into  his  hands,  fent  him 
out  of  his  reach  to  Cyzicus,  a  city  lying  on  the  Propontis 
in  the  LefTer  Myfia,  where  be  was  bred  up  under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  Craterus,  a  faithful  eunuch,  to  whofe  charge  he  was 
committed ;  and  therefore  from  hence  he  had  the  name  of 
Cyzicenus.  Grypus,  being  jealous  of  him,  endeavoured  to 
have  him  taken  out  of  the  way  by  poifon  ;  which  being  dif- 
covered,  forced  Cyzicenus  to  arm  againll  him  for  his  life,  as 
well  as  the  crown  of  Syria.  And  it  is  often  the  hard  cafe  of 
princes,  to  be  thus  brought  to  a  neceffity  either  to  reign  or 
die,  without  having  any  medium  between  for  their  choice. 

Cleopatra,  whom  Lathyrus  was  forced  to  divorce,  after  that 
feparation,  f  difpofed  of  herfelfin  marriage  to  Cy- 
zicenus, and,  having  gotten  together  an  army  in  ■^'^'^  *^'* 
Cyprus  inftead  of  a  dowry,  carried  that  with  her  ^anus  al  " 
to  him  into  Syria,  for  his  aiTrflance  in  this  war 
againll  his  brother,  whereby  his  forces  being  made  equal  to 
thofe  of  his  brother,  he  came  to  a  battle  with  him ;  but,  having 
had  the  misfortiKe  to  be  overthrown,  he  fled  to  Antioch,  and 
having  there  left  his  wife,  as  he  thought,  in  a  fafe  place,  he 
went  thence  to  other  parts  for  the  recruiting  of  his  broken 

forces. 

^  Porphyr.  ibi(^.  "Ptol.  in  Canone.  Eufeb.  in  Chronico.  Epiphanes 
de  Ponderibus  et  Menfuris.   Hieronymus  in  Danielis  Cap.  ix. 

^  Athenseus,  lib.  6.  p.  25a. 

^  In  Atticis. 

d  AxBvfog  fij;nifietVi  A  pea,  wliich  the  Latins  c.ill  Cicer;  from  whence 
the  family  of  the  Ciceros  had  their  name,  becaufe  of  ao  excrefcence 
which  one  of  thtrir  anccftors  had  on  his  nofe  like  a  pea  :  but  for  what 
reafon  Ptolemy  Lathyrus  had  this  name  is  no  where  faid ;  perchance 
it  was  becaufe  of  fuch  hke  excrtfcence  fomewhere  upon  him  in  conitant 
view  either  on  his  nole  or  face. 

*^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Hb.  13.  c.  17.  Appian.  in  Syriacis,  Jiiftin.  lib.  39, 
C.  2.    Porphyr.  in  Grsscis  Eufeb,  Scaligeri,  p.  61% 

f  Jultin.  lib.  39.  c.  3. 
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forces.  Hereon  Grypus  laid  iicge  to  Antiocb,  and  he  having 
taken  the  place,  Trypl  seiia,  the  wife  of  Grjpus,  earncftly  de- 
fired  to  have  Cleopatra  delivered  into  her  hands,  that  (he 
might  put  her  to  death,  fo  bitterly  was  Hie  enraged  againfl 
her,  though  her  own  fiRer  both  by  father  and  mother,  for 
that  Hie  had  married  her  hufband's  enemy,  and  brought  an 
arii.y  to  his  afTiftaiice  againfl  him.  But  Cleopatra  having  ta- 
ken fan£luary  in  one  of  the  temples  at  Antioch,  Grypus  was 
very  uiiwililiig  to  comply  with  the  rage  of  his  wife  in  this 
matter.  He  urged  agamlt  it  the  facrednel's  of  the  place  where 
fhe  liad  taken  refuge,  and  further  told  her,  that  the  putting 
her  to  death  would  ferve  to  no  purpofe  ;  that  the  cutting  of 
her  cff  would  no  way  weaken  or  hurt  the  intereil  of  Cyzice- 
nus,  nor  the  keepii-g  of  her  alive  be  of  any  ftrengthening  to 
it ;  that,  in  all  the  wars,  whether  domeflic  or  foreign,  which 
he  or  his  anceftors  hid  been  engaged  in,  it  had  never  been 
their  ufage,  after  victory  obtained,  to  execute  cruelty  upon 
women,  efpecially  upon  fo  near  a  relation;  that  Cleopatra  was 
her  (ifler,  and  alfo  ^  his  own  near  kinfwoman  ;  and  therefore 
he  defired  her  to  prefs  this  thing  no  further,  for  he  could  not 
comply  with  her  in  it.  Bui  Tryphaena,  inftead  of  being  dif- 
fuaded  hereby  from  what  ibe  fo  cruelly  intended  againll  her 
fifler,  was  the  more  excited  to  the  executing  of  it;  for,  fufpeft- 
ing  this  to  proceed  from  fome  love  Grypus  had  contracted  for 
the  lady,  rather  than  barely  from  a  pity  for  her  cafe,  fhe  add- 
ed jealoufy  to  her  anger ;  and  therefore,  being  driven  by  a 
double  paflion  to  work  her  deftrudion,  in  the  heat  of  both, 
ihe  fortluvith  feat  foldiers  into  the  temple,  who,  by  her  com- 
mand, there  flew  the  unfortunate  lady,  while  embracing  the 
image  of  the  god  to  which  (he  fled  thither  for  refuge.  This 
fhews  how  great  the  rage  of  this  filter  v.?as  againil  the  other. 
And  thus  it  often  comes  to  pafs,  when  enmity  happens  be- 
tween thofe  of  the  fame  family  and  kindred,  the  nearer  is  the 
relation,  the  bitterer  often  is  the  hatred  betw^een  them  ;  of 
which  many  inftances  may  be  found  within  every  man's  ob- 
fcrvation.  And  the  fame  may  alfo  be  obferved  in  diflferences 
of  religion,  they  that  are  at  the  greatefl:  diftance  herein  being 
feldom  fo  incenfed  as  the  nearefl:  of  the  fubordinate  fefts  ufual- 
]y  are  againfl:  each  other. 

In  the  interim  Cleopatra,  queen  of  Egypt,  who  was  mother 
to  both  thefe  two  flflers,  exprefled  no  regard  or  concern  for 
either  of  them  :  for  her  mind  being  actuated  wholly  by  ambi- 
tion and  the  love  of  reigning,  fhe  employed  all  her  thoughts 
this  way,  that  is,  how  flie  might  befl:  fupport  her  authority  in 

Egypt, 

•''  PhyTcon;  her  father,  was  uncle  to  Cleop;itra,  the  mother  of  Crypuiij 
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Egypt,  and  there  continue  to  reign  without  controul  as  long  as 
fhe  ftiould  live.  And  therefore,  for  the  better  Itrengthening  of 
herielf  for  this  purpofe,  ^  {he  made  Alexai-der,  her  younger 
fon,  king  of  Cyprus,  tl.at  (lie  might  from  thence  be  sffifted  by 
him  againft  Lathyrus  his  brother,  whenever  occalion  fnould 
require. 

But  the  death  of  Cleopatra  in  Syria  did  nor  long  go  unre- 
venged.  For  ^  Cyzicenus,  havin.T  drawn  another 
army  together,  fought  a  fecond  battle  wiih  liis  -^""^  "*• 
brother,  and  having  2;ained  the  vidtory,  and  in  ti.e  ^^^u^  ^I  * 
purfuit  of  it  gotten  Tryphsena  into  his  power,  he 
facrificed  her  to  the  ghoft  of  his  muidered  wife,  by  putting 
her  to  fuch  a  death  as  her  cruelty  to  her  well  deferved.  Gry- 
pus,  by  this  overthrow,  being  driven  out  of  Syria,  '^  fled  to 
Afpendus  in  Pamphylia,  from  whence  he  had  alfo  the  name 
of  Afpendius. 

But  the  next  year  after,  he,  ^  returning  from  thence  with 
an  army,  again  recovered  Syria ;  and  the  two  bro- 
thers thenceforth  partinp;    tlie  Syrian  empire  be-     Anno  iri. 
.1  n      •  •        J       Ts         r  John  Hyr- 

tween  them,  Cyzicenus  reigned  at  Damaicus  over     canus  a<. 

Coeie-Syria  and  Pi^cenicia,  and  Grypus  at  Antioch 
over  all  the  reft.  Both  brothers  ^  were  very  exceffive  in  their 
luxury  and  other  follies  ;  and  fo  were  moft  of  the  other  later 
Syrian  kings  :  and  to  this  and  their  diviiions  they  owed  the 
lofs  of  their  empire  j  for  they  were  truly  men  moll  unworthy 
of  it. 

While  thefe  two  brothers  were  thus  harafling  each  other 
in  war,  or  elfe  wafting  themfelves   in  the  luxury 
of  peace,   John  Hyrcanus   ^  grew    in   riches   and     ^""^  "°* 
power ;  and,  finding  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from     ^anus  a6 
either  of  them,  refolved  to  reduce  Samaria  under 
his  dominion  ;  and  therefore  s  fent  Ariftobulus  and  Antigo- 
nns,  two  of  his  fons,  to  befiege  the  city  :   whereon  the  inha- 
bitants fent  to  Antiochus  Cyzicenus,   king  of  Damafcus,  for 
his  relief;  who,  coming  with  a  great  army  to  raife  the  ftege,, 
was  met  by  the  two  brothers,  and,  being  vanquiflied  by  them, 
and  purfaed  as  far  as  Scythopolis,  he  hardly  efcaped  out  of 
their  hands. 

The 

*  Paufanias  in  Atticis.    Pcrphyr.  in  Gisecls  Eufeb.   Scaiieeri. 
b  Jiiftin.  lib.  39.  c.  3. 
^  Porphyr.  ibid.  p.  6z. 
^  Porphyr.  ibid. 

^  Diodorus  Siculus  in  Excerptis  Valefii,  p.  2^5-    Athenssus,  lib.  5, 
p.  aio.  &  lib,  12.  p.  540, 

f  }ofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c,  17. 
«ibid.  3cc.i8. 
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The  two  brothers,  ^  after  the  gaining  of  this  vlflorj,  having 
again  returned  to  the  fiege,  prefled  it  fo  hard,  that 
T  >r°R^-^*  befieged  were  forced  a  fecond  time  to  fend  to 

canus27.'  Cyzicenus  for  relief:  but  he,  having  not  forces 
enougli  of  his  own  for  the  attempt,  defired  the  af- 
fiflance  of  Ptolemy  Lathyrus,  king  of  Egypt,  who  fent  him 
6coo  auxiliaries,  much  to  the  diflike  of  Cleopatra  his  mother. 
For  Chelcias  and  Ananiss,  two  Jews,  fons  of  that  Onias  who 
built  the  Jewifh  temple  in  Egypt,  being  her  chief  favourites, 
and  minlfters  that  commanded  all  her  forces,  and  dire£ted  all 
her  counfels,  for  their  fakes  ihe  much  favoured  the  Jews,  and 
was  averfe  to  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  their  damage;  and 
fhe  had  like  to  have  depofed  Lathyrus  from  the  throne  for  act- 
ing againfl:  her  will  in  this  matter.  When  the  Egyptian  auxi- 
liaries arrived,  Cyzicenus  joined  them  with  what  forces  he  had, 
but  durft  not  openly  face  the  enemy,  or  make  any  attempt  upon 
the  army  that  lay  at  the  fiege,  but  fpent  himfelf  wholly  in  ha- 
rafling  and  plundering  the  open  country,  hoping  thereby  to  draw 
the  Jews  from  the  fiege  for  its  relief;  but,  failing  of  his  expec- 
tations herein,  and  finding  alfo  that  his  army,  what  by  fur- 
prifes,  defertions,  and  other  cafualties,  was  much  diminifhed  in 
the  carrying  on  of  this  fort  of  war,  he  durfl;  not  truft  himfelf 
abroad  in  the  field  any  longer  with  it,  but  retired  to  Tripoly, 
leaving  Callimander  and  Epicrates,  two  of  his  prime  command- 
ers, to  purfue  the  remainder  of  the  war;  the  former  of  which, 
rafiily  venturing  upon  an  enterprife  too  hard  for  him,  was  cut 
off  with  all  his  party ;  whereon  Epicrates,  finding  that  nothing 
further  wrs  to  be  done,  made  the  bed  advantage  of  it  that  he 
could  for  his  own  interefc.  For,  coming  to  an  agreement  with 
Hyrcanus,  for  a  fum  of  money  he  delivered  up  unto  him  Scy- 
thopolis,  and  all  other  places  which  the  Syrians  had  in  that 
country,  and  thereby  bafely  betrayed  the  intereft  of  his  maf- 
ter  for  his  ov/n  gain.  Whereon  Samaria,  being  deprived  of  all 
further  hopes  of  relief,  was  forced,  after  it  had  held  out  a  year's 
fiege,  to  furrender  into  the  hands  of  Hyrcanus,  who  forthwith 
demolifned  the  place,  caufing  not  only  the  houfes  and  walls  to 
be  pulled  down  and  razed  to  the  ground,  but  alfo  trenches  to 
be  drawn  through  and  acrofs  the  ground  whereon  it  flood, 
and  to  ^  be  filled  with  water,  that  it  might  never  again  be 
built.     They  are   mistaken  who  think  this  was  done  out  of 

the 

*  Jofeph.  Antlq.  lib.  13.  c.  17. 

^  So  Iriith  Jofephus  in  the  place  UO:  quoted.  S;illanus  cavils  much  at 
him  for  it,  becaufe  Samaria  Hood  upon  an  high  hill.  But  Btnjamin  of 
Tudela»  who  was  on  the  place,  tells  us,  in  his  Itinerary,  trjat  there  were 
upon  the  top  of  this  hill  many  fountains  of  water  ;  and  from  thef«^  wa- 
ter erough  miglit  have  been  derived  to  fill  thtfc  trenches. 
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the  hatred  Vv'hich  the  Jews  bore  to  the  fed  of  the  Samaritans; 
for  none  of  that  fed  then  lived  in  that  place.  All  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  city  were  then  of  the  Syro-Macedonian  race,  and 
the  Heathen  fupeillition.  For  tlie  ancient  Samaritans,  who 
were  of  the  fed  that  worfliipped  God  in  Mount  Gerizim,  had 
been  long  before  all  expelled  thence  by  Alexander  for  the  re- 
venging of  the  death  of  Andromachus  his  governor  of  Syria, 
whom  they  flew  in  a  tumult,  as  hath  been  afore  related  in  the 
firft  part  of  this  hiftory.  After  this,  thefe  expelled  Samari- 
tans retired  to  Shechem,  which  hath  been  the  head  feat  of  their 
fed  ever  fince.  And  Alexander  new  planted  the  city  with  a 
colony  of  Macedonians,  Greeks,  and  Syrians,  mixed  together, 
and  they  v/ere  of  their  poflerity  that  then  inhabited  the  place, 
when  Hyrcanus  made  this  war  againft  it.  From  this  time, 
Samaria  continued  in  its  demolifhed  Hate,  till  Herod  rebuilt 
it,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  ^  Sebafte,  in  honour  of  Auguftus, 
as  will  be  hereafter  related.  After  this  vidory,  Hyrcanus 
became  mailer  of  all  Judea,  Galilee,  and  Samaria,  and  of 
feveral  other  places  in  the  outikirts  of  the  country  round  him  ; 
whereby  he  made  himfelf  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  princes 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  -j  and,  after  this,  none  of  his  neigh- 
bours durit  any  more  cope  with  him,  but  he  enjoyed  the 
remainder  of  his  time  in  full  quiet  from  all  foreign  wars. 

But  in  the  latter  end  of  his  life  he  ^  met  with  fome  trouble 
from  the  Pharifees,  a  bufy  and  mutinous  fed 
among  the  Jews.  Thefe,  by  their  pretences  to  a  ^  "h'rrHvr* 
more  than  ordinary  ftridnefs  of  religion,  had  gain-  canus  a8. 
ed  to  themfelves  a  great  reputation  and  intereil 
among  the  common  people  ;  and  for  this  reafon  Hyrcanus  en- 
deavoured to  gain  them  to  him  by  all  manner  of  favours.  He 
had  been  bred  up  in  their  difcipline  from  the  beginning,  and 
therefore,  profeiling  himfelf  of  their  fed,  had  always  given 
them  all  manner  of  countenance  and  encouragement ;  and  far- 
ther to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them  about  this  time,  invited 
the  heads  of  the  party  to  an  entertainment,  and,  having  there- 
in regaled  them  with  all  manner  of  good  cheer,  he  fpake  to  them 
tothiseffed;  "That  the  fixed  purpofes  of  his  mind,  as  they  well 
"  knew,  had  always  been  to  be  juft  in  his  adions  to^vvards 
**  men,  and  to  do  all  things  towards  God,  that  Ihould  be  well 
*'  plealing  to  him,  according  to  the  dodrines  which  the  Pha- 
**  rifees  taught ;  and  therefore  he  delired,  that,  if  they  faw  any 
*^*  thing  in  him  wherein  he  failed  of  his  duty,  in  either  of 
/'  thefe  two  branches  of  it,  they  fhould  give  him  their  inftruc- 

VoL.  HI.  Z  «  tions, 

*  t'Aacior  is  Greek  for  Augnftus :  hence  Jij^ao-rv. 
^  Jofeph,  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c  18. 
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*'  tlons,  tbat  thereby  it  might  be  reformed  and  amended.'*  In 
anfwer  hereto,  they  all  applauded  his  conduft,  all  gave  him 
the  praife  of  a  juft  and  religious  governor,  excepting  only  one 
man,  and  Hyrcaniis  was  mightily  pleafed  hereat.  But  when 
all  thefe  had  done  with  their  encomiums,  this  one  man,  named 
Eleazar,  a  very  ill-natured  perfon,  and  one  that  much  de- 
lighted in  making  diftnrbances,  ftood  up,  and,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  Hyrcanus,  faid,  "  Since  you  are  defirous  to  be  told  the 
*'  truth,  if  you  would  approve  yourfelf  a  juft  man,  quit  the 
**  high  priefthood,  and  content  yourfelf  with  having  the  go- 
*'  vernment  of  the  people."  Whereon  Hyrcanus  alking  him 
•what  reafon  there  was  for  this,  he  replied,  *'  Becaufe  we  arc 
**  affured,  by  the  teftimony  of  the  ancients  among  us,  that  your 
**  mother  was  a  captive  taken  in  the  wars,  and  therefore,  as 
**  born  of  her,  you  are  incapable  of  the  high  priefthood,  and 
*'  cannot  hold  it  by  the  law."  And,  had  the  matter  of  fa6l  been 
true,  his  inference  had  been  right.  For,  *  whoever  was  born 
of  any  prohibited  marriage,  was  by  the  law  of  Mofes  profane, 
and  fo  was,  by  the  fame  law,  ^  incapable  of  being  prieft,  or  high 
prieft.  Now,  thefe  prohibited  marriages  among  the  Jews  were, 
in  refpeft  of  the  different  degrees  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
Avere  prohibited,  of  three  different  forts,  i .  Such  as  were  pro- 
hibited to  all  Ifrael;  and  thefe  were,  '^  the  marrying  within 
the  prohibited  degrees  of  kindred,  and  ^  the  marrying  any  of 
another  nation.  2.  Such  as  were  prohibited  to  priefts  ;  and  ^ 
thefe  were,  the  marrying  of  a  whore,  or  a  divorced  woman,  or 
one  that  was  profane.  3.  Such  as  were  prohitKted  to  the  high 
prieft,  who,  over  and  above  all  thefe  other  prohibited  mar- 
riages, was  ^  alfo  forbidden  to  marry  a  widow.  Eor  the 
v/ords  of  the  law  are,  that  he  fnould  take  none  other  to 
wife  but  f  a  virgin  of  his  own  people.  And  therefore,  if  an 
high  prieft  had  a  fon  by  any  of  thefe  prohibited  marrijiges, 
or  a  prieft  by  any  of  thofe  prohibited  to  him,  that  fon  was 
profane,  and  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  being  eitlier  prieft 
or  high  prieft.  For,  as  the  prohibited  marriages  of  the  firft 
fort  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  fecond,  were  for- 
bidden the  prieft,  fo  all  three  were  forbidden  the  high  prieft ; 
that  is,  the  iirft  fort  as  he  was  an  Ifraelile,  the  fecond  as  he 
was  a  prieft,  and  the  third  as  he  was  high  prieft.  And  there- 
fore, 

°  Levit.  xxi.  15.     Malmonides  in  IfiureBiah,c.  19. 

b  For  the  pricll  v.-as  to  be  hoH',  Levit.  xx-.  8.  but  profane  is  oppofit^ 
to  holy. 

•^  Levit.  xviii. 

<^  Dcut.  vii.  3. 

*  Levit.  xxi.  7. 

f  Levit. xxi.  15. 14, 
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fore,  had  Hj'rcanus's  mother  ^  been  an  alien  taken  captive  in 
war,  or  any  other,  wlien  lirit  married  to  his  fatlier,  than  one 
whofc  marriage  was  allowed  to  a  prieft  (for  Simon  was  no 
more  than  a  priell  when  he  firlt  married  her),  ever j  fon  born 
ef  her  would  have  been  profane,  and  confequently  incapable  of 
being  either  priell  or  high  prieft.  But  the  matter  of  fa6l, 
^  Jofephus  (from  whom  alone  we  have  this  liory)  affures  us, 
was  all  falfe,  and  amoft  notorious  calumny;  and  therefore  the 
objefling  of  it  was  difapproved  of,  and  refented  with  great  in- 
dignation by  all  that  were  prefent ;  and  it  afterwards  became^ 
the  origin  of  great  difturbances.  For,  Hyrcanus  not  being  able 
to  bear  that  his  mother  fnould  be  thus  defamed,  and  the  puri- 
ty of  his  birth  and  his  capacity  for  the  high  prielthood  be 
hereby  called  in  queilion,  was  exceedingly  exafperated  hereat ; 
which  one  Jonathan,  a  zealous  difciple  of  the  Sadducees  (the 
oppofite  fed  to  the  Pharifees),  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Hyr- 
canus, obferving,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  fet  himagainft 
the  whole  party,  and  draw  him  over  to  that  of  the  Sadducees. 
For»this  purpofe,  he  fuggefted  to  Hyrcanus,  that  this  was  not 
the  fingle  a^L  of  Eleazar,  but  moll  certainly  a  thing  concerted 
by  the  whole  party ;  that,  Eleazar  in  fpeaking  of  it  out  was 
no  more  than  the  mouth  of  all  the  reft  ;  and,  that  he  needed 
do  no  more  for  the  full  afuiring  of  himfeif  of  the  truth  hereof, 
than  to  refer  it  to  them  for  their  opinion  what  punilLment  the. 
calumniator  deferved ;  for  if  he  would  be  pleafed,  urged  Jo- 
nathan, to  make  this  experiment,  he  would  certainly  find,  by 
the  lenity  of  their  fentence  againll  the  criminal,  that  they  v/ere 
all  parties  with  him  in  the  crime.  Hyrcanus,  hearkening  to 
the  fuggeftion  of  Jonathan,  followed  his  advice,  and  according- 
ly propofed  it  to  the  heads  of  the  Pharifees,  for  their  opinion 
what  puniiliment  Eleazar  deferved,  for  thus  defaming  the 
prince  and  high  prieft  of  his  people,  expelling  from  them  no 
left'er  fentence  than  that  of  death.  Their  anfwer  hereto  was,  that 
defamation  and  calumny  were  no  capital  crimes,  and  therefore, 
could  be  puniftied  no  farther  than  with  ^  whipping  and  impri- 

Z  2  fonment. 

'  The  words  of  Eleazar  In  Jofephus  may  be  conftrued  to  import  her 
not  to  have  been  an  alien  taken  in  v/ar  by  the  Jews,  but  a  Jev/ilh  wc-^^ 
man  taken  c^iptiveby  the  Heathen,  and  made  a  (lave  among  them,  and 
afterwards  redeemed  ;  but  which  way  of  the  tv/o  it  be,  it  comes  to  the 
fame  thing  :  for  whatever  Jewifh  v^^oman  was  thus  taken  captive  by  any 
Heathen  people,  was  always  fuppofed  to  have  been  defiovvtred  by  them; 
and  fuch  an  one  was  not  to  be  married  either  to  a  prieft  or  an  high 
prieft  ;  and,  if  the  were,  all  her  children  were  reckoned  profane,  and 
confequently  incapable  of  being  either  piieft  or  high  pricil. 

b  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  18. 

*  This  punilhment  among  the  Jews  was  not  to  exceed  40  ftripes 

(Dcut. 
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fonment.  Whereon  Hyrc^niis,  being  fully  perfuaded  that  all 
that  Jonathan  fuggefted  was  true,  became  thenceforth  a  bitter 
enemy  to  the  whole  fe6l  of  the  Pharifees  ;  for  he  forthwith 
abrogated  all  their  traditionary  conflitutions,  enjoined  a  penal- 
ty upon  all  that  fnould  obferve  them  ;  and,  utterly  renouncing 
their  party,  ^  went  over  to  that  of  the  Sadducees. 

But  Hyrcanus  did  not  long  live  after  this  rufllle;  ^  for  he 

died  the  next  year  after,  having  been  from  the 
ih^  w"*  <^e^t^  of  Simon  his  father,  high  pried  and  prince 
canus2Q.  '    ^^  ^^^  Jews  29  years.     He  was,  faith  Jofephus, 

honoured  with  three  of  the  higheft  dignities  :  for 
he  was,  according  to  him,  ^  a  prophet,  as  well  as  a  prince  and 
high  pried ;  of  which  there  are  given  '^  two  inflances,  ifl. 
That  he  foretold,  that  ^  Ariftobulus  and  Antigonus,  his  two 
eldeftfons,  fliould  not  live  long  after  him,  but  that  the  fuccelTioa 
of  the  government  fliould  come  to  Alexander,  his  third  fon;  and 
sdly.  That  when  Ariftobulus  and  Antigonus  vanquifhed  Anti- 
ochus  Cyzicenus  in  battle,  ^  was  made  known  to  him  the  very 
fame  moment  in  which  the  victory  was  gained,  though  lie 
were  then  at  Jerufalem,  at  the  diftance  of  two  days  journey 
from  the  field  of  battle.  The  former,  they  fay,  was  revealed  to 
him  *"  in  a  dream  of  the  night,  and  the  other  s  by  a  voice  from 
heaven,  which  the  Jews  call  Bath  Kol,  i.  e.  "^hc  daughter  of  a. 

voice, 

Deut.  XXV.  3.),  and  therefore  the  whip  with  which  it  was  inflldled  being 
made  with  three  thongs,  and  each  blow  giving  three  itripes,  they  never 
inflided  upon  any  criminal  more,  than  13  hiowd,  becaufe  13  of  thefe 
blows  made  39  ftiipes  ;  and  to  add  another  blow,  would  be  to  tranf- 
grefo  that  law,  by  adding  two  itripes  over  and  above  40,  contrary  to  its 
prohibition.  And  in  this  nnanner  was  it,  that  St  Paul,  when  whipped 
of  the  Jews,  received  40  ftripes  fave  one  (2  Corinth,  xi.  24.)  that  is,  13 
blows  with  this  three-fold  vyhip,  which  made  39  ftripes,  i.  e.  40  fave 
one. 

^  That  is,  by  embracing  their  docftrine  againft  the  tr.^.ditions  of  the 
elders,  added  to  the  writ'ien  law,  and  made  of  equal  authority  with  it ; 
but  not  their  dodrine  np-ainJl  the  refurrtdion  and  a  future  ftate  :  for 
this  cannot  be  fuppofed  of  fo  good  and  righteous  a  man  as  John  Hyr- 
canus is  faid  to  be.  it  is  mod  probable,  that  at  this  time  the  Sadducees 
had  gone  r.o  further  in  the  ('odrines  of  that  fe«5t,  than  to  deny  all  their 
unvv'riUen  traditions,  which  the  Pharifees  were  fo  fond  of.  For  Jofephus 
inentior.s  no  other  di}T;;rence  at  this  time  betv/een  them,  neither  doth 
he  fay  that  Hyrcanuf>  went  over  to  the  S.idduc^es  in  any  other  particu- 
lar, than  in  the  abolifning  of  all  the  traditional  conftitutions  of  the  Pha^^ 
rifees,  which  our  Saviour  condemned  as  well  as  he. 

f>  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13. c,  18.    liufcb.  in  Chronico, 

^  Jofeph.  ibid. 

^  ibid,  cc  c.  10. 

«Ibid.  &  c.  18. 

f  Ibid.  &  c.  20. 

£  Ibid.&c.  1^ 
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voiccy  or  the  daughter  voice:  for  the  Jewifh  writers  hold,  that 
there  were  three  ibrts  of  revelations  anciently  aniong  them  ; 
the  firft  by  Urim  and  T^hiimmim  ;  the  fecond  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  ;  and  the  third  by  Bath  KoL  The  firft,  they  fay, 
was  in  ufe  from  the  ereding  of  tlie  tabernacle  to  the  building 
of  the  temple ;  the  fecond  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
(but  moftly  under  the  firft  temple)  till  the  death  of  Malachi 
under  the  fecond  tenrple.  But  that,  after  the  death  of  Malachi, 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ^  wholly  ceafed  in  Ifrael,  and  that  ^thence- 
forth they  had  Bath  Kol  in  its  ftead,  v^^hich,  they  fay,  was  a 
voice  from  heaven.  That  they  called  it  Bath  Kol,  i.  e.  t?je 
daughter  voice^  or  the  daughter  of  a  voice  (for  it  may  be  in- 
terpreted both  ways),  feems  to  be  with  refpe^l  to  the  oracular 
voice  delivered  from  the  mercy-feat,  when  God  was  there  con- 
fulted  by  Urim  and  Thiimmim.  That  was  the  grand  and  pri- 
mary voice  of  revelation,  this  of  a  fecondary  dignity,  and  in- 
ferior to  it,  as  the  daughter  is  to  the  m.other ;  and  therefore, 
in  refpect  to  it,  and  as  fucceeding  in  its  ftead,  ^  it  is  called  the 
daughter  voice,  the  other  being  to  it  as  the  mother  in  prece- 
dence both  of  time  and  dignity.  That  it  may  be  underftood 
what  kind  of  oracle  this  was,  I  fliall  here  give  the  reader  one 
inftance  of  it  out  of  the  ^  Talmud:  it  is  as  follov/eth:  "  Rab- 
**  bi  Jochanan,  and  Rabbi  Simeon  Ben  Lachifti,  deftrlng  to  fee 
**  the  face  of  R.  Samuel,  a  Babylonifli  doctor,  Let  us  follow, 
*'  faid  they,  the  hearing  of  Bath  KoL  Travelling,  therefore, 
*'  near  a  fchool,  they  heard  the  voice  of  a  boy  reading  ihefe 
**  words  out  of  the  firft  book  of  Samuel,  chap.  xxv.  i.  j4nd 
*'  Samuel  died  _,-  they  obferved  this,  and  inferred  from  hence, 
**  that  their  friend  Samuel  was  dead  :  and  fo  they  found  It 
**  had  happened  ;  for  Samuel  of  Babylon  was  then  dead.'* 
Many  more  inftances  of  this  fort  may  be  produced  out  of  the 
Jewifti  writings  :  but  this  is  enough  to  let  the  reader  fefe,  that 
their  Bath  Kol  was  no  fuch  voice  from  heaven  as  they  pre- 
tend, but  only  a  fantaftical  way  of  divination  of  their  own 
invention,  like  the  Sortes  Virgiliance  among  the  Heathens :  for 
as,  with  them,  ^  the  words  firft  dipped  at  in  the  book  of  that 

Z  3  poec 

"  Talmud.  Bab.  in  Tra<5t.  Saiihedrin.  fol.  11. 

h  See  Lightfoot's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  485. 

*^  There  is  alfo  another  reafon  given  for  this  name,  that  is,  that  it  came 
out  of  thunder  ;  that  the  thunder  clap  always  went  firft,  and  then  the 
Bath  Kol  out  of  it ;  and  that  therefc^re  the  thunder  was  as  the  mothev 
voice,  and  Bcith  Kol  ^s  the  daughter  coming  out  of  it.  But  this  cannot 
be  true  ;  for  molt  of  the  hiitances  which  the  jewifli  \Vriter3  give  us  of 
their  Bath  Kol  Are  without  any  fuch  thunder  preceding. 

<i  In  Shabbath.  fol.  8.  col.  3. 

^  Videas  de  his  fortibus  Petri  Moiinasi  Vatcns,  lib.  3,  c.  ao,  &  Glof- 
larium  Domini  du  Cange,  in  voce  SorUs* 
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poet  was  the  oracle  where  they  progncfticated  thofe  future 
events  which  they  defired  to  be  informed  of;  fo  with  the  Jews, 
when  they  appealed  to  Bath  Koly  the  next  words  which  the}'- 
Ihould  hear  from  any  one's  mouth  were  the  fame.  And  this 
they  called  a  voice  from  heaven,  because  thereby  they  thought 
the  judgenicnt  of  heaven  to  be  declared  as  to  any  dubious  point 
they  defired  to  be  informed  of,  and  the  decrees  of  heaven  to  be 
revealed  concerning  the  future  fuccefs  of  any  matter  Vv'hich 
they  would  be  pre-informed  of,  whenfoever,  in  either  of  thefe 
two  cafes  tliey  this  way  confulted  it.  The  Sortes  Virgtliance, 
on  the  failing  of  oracles,  after  the  coming  of  Chrift,  were,  in- 
llead  of  tliem,  ^  much  rcade  ufe  of  by  the  Heathens,  as  long 
as  Heathenifm  remained  among  the  Romans.  And  the  Chrif- 
tians,  when  Chriltianity  firft  began  to  be  corrupted,  learned 
from  them  the  like  way  of  divination,  and  much  pra6lifed  ir, 
without  any  other  change,  than  by  putting  the  book  of  the 
lioly  fcriptjLires  in  the  place  of  the  bock  of  the  Heathen  poet. 
This  w^as  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  St  Aullin,  who  lived  in 
the  fourth  century ;  for  ^  he  makes  mention  of  it.  And  it  was 
pra£tifed  by  Heraclius,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  feventh  century.  For,  being  engaged  in  war  againll 
Chofroes  king  of  Perfia,  and,  after  a  fuccefsful  campaign, 
being  in  doubt  where  to  take  his  winter  quarters,  ^  enjoined  a 
time  of  falling  and  prayer  to  all  his  army ;  and,  after  that, 
confulted  the  book  of  the  holy  fcriptures  in  this  way  of  divi- 
nation, and  thereby  determined  himfelf  as  to  this  matter.  But 
it  obtained  mod  in  the  Weft,  efpecially  in  France,  where,  for 
feveral  ages,  ^  it  was  the  prat^ice,  on  the  confecration  of  a 
new  bilhop,  to  confult  the  Bible  concerning  him  by  this  way 
of  divination,  and,  from  the  w^ords  which  they  fhould  firft 
dip  at  the  opening  of  the  book,  make  a  judgement  of  his  life, 
manners,  and  future  behaviour.  And  the  Normans,  on  their 
ccnquefl  of  this  land,  brought  this  ufage  hither  with  them. 
On  the  confecration  of  William,  the  fecond  Norman  bifhop  of 
the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  the  words  which  the  Bible  firft 
o])ened  at  for  him  were,  ^  Non  hunc,  fed Bcirahhamy  i.e.  Not 
this  many  hut  Barahbas  ;  by  which  they  made  a  judgement, 
that  this  billiop  w^as  not  long  to  continue,  and  that  a  thief 
Ihould  come  in  his  place  ;  and  fo  it  accordingly  happened. 
For,  William  foon  after  dying,  Herbertus  de  Lolinga,  another 

Norman, 

'  Videas  exempla  hiijus  '"a^c-J'o^av^o'j'f  ajjud  iEloum  Spartianutn  in 
Atlrlai.o,  Si.  npud  ^ILlium  Lampridmm  in  Akxandro  Severe. 
'^  Kpift.  IC9. 

*^  Tlitophflncsin  Chronico.  Hilloiia  Mifcella  c>c  CcJrcnus  in  ITeracIic, 
^  Videas  Gloflarium  Dcmi.ii  dii  Caiijrt .  iu  voclbus  Suites  Sanc^torum. 
'  JoU:  ::vii.  4c. 
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Norman,  was  made  his  faccefl'or,  who  was  chief  Simony 
broker  to  King  William  Rufua  (that  king  openly  felling  all 
eccleliaflical  benefices),  and  had  ^  limoniacally  obtained  of  him 
the  abbey  of  Winchefter  fur  his  father,  and  the  abbey  of  Ram- 
fay  for  himfelf ;  and  had  now,  by  the  like  evil  means,  gained 
the  bilhopric.  At  his  confecration,  the  words  which  the  Bible 
opened  at  for  him  ^  were  the  fame  which  Chrilt  fpoke  to  Ju- 
das when  he  came  to  betray  him  ;  ^  Amice,  ad  quod  venijii  ? 
i.  e.  Friejtdy  wherefore  art  thou  come  ?  Thefe,  and  the  former 
words  for  his  predecefTor,  putting  home  upon  his  confcience 
how  much  he  had  been  a  thief  and  a  traitor  to  Chrill  and  his 
church,  ^  brought  him  to  a  thorough  repentance  for  his  crimes ; 
and,  to  expiate  for  them,  he  built  the  cathedral  church  of 
Norwich,  of  which  he  laid  the  firll  Hone  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1096.  And  afterwards,  having  tranllated  his  epifcopal 
chair  fron:!  Thetford  to  it,  he  thereby  fixed  the  fee  of  his  bi- 
fliopric  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  there  it  hath  been  ever 
lince.  This  account  may  ferve  not  only  to  fnew  the  greau 
folly  of  mankind  in  devilii  g  fuch  vain  and  groundlefj  prog- 
iioflics  for  future  events  (which  too  many  are  guilty  ofj,  but 
alfo  to  make  us  fee  how  abominable  the  corruptions  of  the 
Romilh  church  were  in  thofe  days,  in  their  thus  running  into 
fo  impious  a  pradlce,  and  making  it  part  of  their  facred  of- 
fices; for  fuch  their  ordinals  are  reckoned  to  be,  in  which  tliis 
way  of  prognofticating  at  the  confecrations  of  bilhops  was 
then  directed.  This  indeed  was  too  grofs  long  to  be  conti- 
nued ;  but,  when  it  was  dropped,  other  things  came  in  its 
Head  altogether  as  bad.  And,  fmce  it  was  the  ignorance  and 
blind  fuperflition  of  tiiofe  ages  that  introduced  thefe  abomi- 
nations, this  tells  us  how  to  account  for  tlie  rife  of  all  the 
other  corrupt  practices  and  doftrines  that  flill  are  found  re- 
maining among  thefe  of  that  communion. 

It  is  alfo  fpoken  of,  to  the  honour  of  Hyrcanus,  that  ^  he 
was  the  founder  of  the  caiUe  Baris,  which  was  the  palace  of 
the  Afn)onean  princes  in  Jerufalem  as  long  as  they  reigned 
there.  When  Simon,  the  father  of  Hyrcanus,  had  deftroyed 
the  fortrefs  on  Mount  Acra,  in  which  an  Heathen  garrifou 
had  been  kept  for  the  Syrian  kings,  ^  he  built  fortifications 

Z  4  round 

*  Henricus  Knighton  de  Eveiitibus  Anglios  inter  decern  Scriptorcs 
Hiftorise  Anglicanae,  p.  2370.  Bartholomcr;us  de  Cotton  in  Anglia  Sa- 
cra Whartoni.  Eromptoti  inter  eoidem  decern  Scriptorcs,  p.  991.  M, 
Paris,  p.  15. 

o  Knighton  &  Bartholom.  ^t  Cotton,  ibid. 

^  Tvlatth.  xxvi.  50. 

ti  Knighton  &  Bartholom.  de  Cotton,  ibi'*. 

<=  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  18.  c.  6. 

^  I  Maccabees  .\iii.  •^'\. 
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round  the  mountain  on  -which  the  temple  flood,  for  the  better 
fecuring  and  fortifying  of  it  againfl  all  future  infults  from  the 
Heathens,   Ihould  any  of  them  in  after   times   again  become 
mailers  of  Jerufalem.  And  within  thefe  fortifications  *he  built 
■an  houfe  for  himfeif,  and  there  he  dwelt  all  his  life  after.  This 
houfe  feems  to  be  the  fame  which  Hyrcanus  afterwards  built 
into  the  callle  Baris.     ^  It  flood  on  a  fleep  rock,  50  cubits  *^ 
high,  without  the  outer  fquare  of  tlie  temple,  upon  the  fame 
mountain  with  it ;  and  the   fouth  fide  of  it  did  run  parallel 
with  the  north  fide  of  the  faid  fquare,  beginning  weflward,  and 
reaching  forward  to  the  north-wefl  corner  of  the  fame  fquare, 
or  beyond  it  to  the  length  of  half  a  furlong.     For  it  was  a 
fquare  building,  of  two  furlongs  in  compafs,  that  is,  of  half  a 
furlong,   or  300  feet,   on  every  fide  (for  a  furlong  eontained 
600  of  our  feet).  Here  Hyrcanus,  and  all  his  fuccefTors  of  the 
Afmoncan  family,  dwelt,  and  kept  their  court ;  and  here  they 
laid  up  the  pontifical  flole,  or  facred  robes  of  the  high  prieft, 
taking  them  out  when  they  ufed  them  on  all  folemn  occalions, 
and  there  again  depofiting  them  as  fopn  as  the  faid  folemnities 
were  over.    And  thus  it  continued  to  be  done  till  the  time  of 
Herod,  who,  on  his  being  made  king  of  Judea,  having  ob- 
ferved  the  convenience  of  the  place,   new  built  it,  and  made 
it  a  very  flrong  fortrefs.    The  rock  on  which  it  flood,  I  have 
already  faid,  v«^as  ^  50  cubits,  /.  e.  75  feet  high;  this  he  lined 
or  cafed  all  over  with  polifhed  marble,  whereby  he  rendered  it 
inacceffible,  it  not  being  pofTible  for  any  one  to  climb  up  on  it 
on  either  of  thofe  fides  on  which  it  was  thus  lined,  by  reafon 
of  its  flipperinefs.     Upon  the  top   of  this  rock   he  built  his 
fortrefs,  and,  inflead  of  Baris,  the   name  it  formerly  bore, 
called  it  Antcnia,  complimenting  thereby  Marcus  Antonius 
the  triumvir,  who  then  governed  the  eaflern  provinces  of  the 
Roman  empire.     The  form   of  the  building  was   that  of  a 
quadrangle,  all  built   on  every  fide,  wherein  were  rooms  fou 
all  the  ufes  of  a  palace,  and  of  magnificence  fuitable  thereto; 
and  in  the  middle  within  was  a  large  area  for  the  foldiers  to 
be  in,  and  round  it  was   a  ftatel}^  piazza  or  cloifler.     The 
whole  building  was,  on  the  outfide,  40  cubits  high  above  the 
rock  on  which  it  flood  ;  and,  at  the  four  corners,  it  had  four 
turrets,   three  of  which  were  50  cubits  high,  z,  e,  10  cubits 

above 

*  I  Maccab.  xlii.  5a. 

l>  Jofcph.  dc  Bello  Jud.iico,  lib.  6.  c.  15.  &  Antiq.  lib.  14.  c.  10.  <Sc 
lib.  18.  c.  6.    Lightfoot  of  the  Temple,  chap.  7. 

*^  Thcfe  50  cubits  are  not  to  be  undei  ftood  of  the  fide  next  the  temple, 
but  of  the  other  fules  off  from  it,  upon  the  brow  of  the  mountain  oa 
which  the  temple  Hood,  where  this  rock,  from  the  valley  beneath  up 
':o  the  top  \\  hereon  the  caftle  was  built,  v/as  50  cubits  high. 
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above  the  reft  of  the  building,  and  the  fourth  70  cubits  high, 
i.  e.  30  above  the   reft  of  the  building.     This  fourth  turret 
was  that  vi^hich  flood  at  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  fortrefs. 
For  that  lying  near  the  middle  of  the  north  fide  of  the  great 
fquare  of  the  temple,   it  v^as  built  at  this  height,   that  from 
thenee  might  be  feen  ail  that  Vv'as  done  in  the  courts  within  ; 
fo  that,  if  any  tumult  fhould  arife  in  any  part  of  the  temple, 
it  might  from  thence  be  obferved,  and  foldiers  fent  down  to 
quell  it.  And  for  this  ufe  there  were  made,  from  two  feve- 
ral  parts  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fortrefs,  two  pair  of  flairs 
leading  from  thence  into  the   outer  cloifters  of  the  temple 
that  were  next   adjoining.     And  thus  it   was,  when  the  tu- 
mult was  rifen  in  the  temple  againft  St  Paul  (Afts  xxi.)  the 
whole  of  which,  by  obferving  what  hath  been  above  faid, 
may  be  clearly  underflood.     St  Paul,  being  to  perform  his 
vow  as  a  Nazarite,  (ver.  26.)  was  in  the  court  of  the  wo- 
men, the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  which  was  the  place  appointed 
for  the  rites  belonging  to  this  matter.     Here  the  Jews  having 
found  him,  (ver.  27.)  laid  hold  of  him,  and,  having  dragged 
him  out  of  that  holier  part  of  the  temple  into  the  court  of 
the  Gentiles,  which   was  not  of  the  holier  part,  purpofed 
there  to  have  flain  him  (ver.  30.  and  31.)  ;   which  the  cen- 
tinel,  that  kept  watch  on   the  fouth-eaft  turret  of  the  for- 
trefs  Antonia,   from  thence  difcerning,    gave  notice  of  it ; 
whereon  the  captain  of  the  fortrefs,  taking  foldiers,  ran  dov^a 
the  ftairs  above  mentioned  into  the  outer  cloifters  of  the 
temple,  and  from   thence  into   the  court  where  the  mutiny 
was,  and  having  there  refcued  Paul  from  the  multitude,  he 
carried  him  with  him  into  the  faid  fortrefs  or  caftle  up  the 
fame  pair  of  ftairs  through  which  he  came  down  (ver.  32. 
and  33.")  ;  and,  when   he  had  brought  him  near  the  top  of 
them,  the  people  having  by  that  time  got  round  to  the  place 
of  thofe  ftairs  without  the  temple,  Paul   obtained  leave  of 
the  captain  there  to  fpeak  to  them;  and  from  thenc'e  he  made 
that  fpeech  which  is  contained  in  Acts  xxii.    And  from  what 
was  done  in  this  inftance  may  be  underftood  the  ufe  that  w^as 
made  of  this  fortrefs  at  all  other  times.     It  was  called  Bai^is: 
from  Birab,  which  word  among  the  eaftern  nations  fignified  a 
palace  or  royal  caftle;  and  in  this  fenfe  it  is  often  ufed  in  thofe 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  which  were  written  after  the 
Babylonifh   captivity,  as   in  Daniel,  Ezra,  Chronicles,  Ne~ 
hemiah,  and  Efther ;  which  ftiews  it  to  have  been  borrowed 
from   the  Chaldeans,  and  from  them  brought  into  the  He- 
brew language.      The  Septuaginc  often  renders    it  by  the 

word 
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word  ^  Baris ;.2,n6.  in  this  fenfe  it  is  that  this  fortrefs  was  un- 
der the  Afmoneans  called  Baris,  that  is,  the  Birah  or  royal  pa- 
lace of  the  prince  ;  for  that  it  was  during  all  the  reign  of  the 
Afmoneans :  and,  when  Herod  firll  rebuilt  it,  he  intended  it  for 
the  fame  purpofe  ;  but  afterwards,  finding  it  more  proper  for 
H  fortrefs,  he  built  him  a  palace  elfewhere,  and  turned  this  into 
a  garrifon  ;  for  the  temple,  by  reafon  of  its  height,  command- 
ing Jerufalem,  and  this  fortrefs,  in  like  manner,  commanding 
the  temple,  he  thought  he  could  not  better  keep  the  other  two 
in  order  and  awe,  than  by  having  a  good  garrifon  in  this  for- 
trefs. And,  when  Jerufalem  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans, 
they  continued  it  to  the  fame  ufe,  keeping  always  a  ftrong 
garrifon  in  it,  and,  by  reafon  of  its  immediate  influence  upon 
tJie  temple,  the  captain  of  the  garrifon  is,  in  the  fcriptures  of 
the  New  Teftament,  called  the  Captain  of  the  Temple,  Luke 
xxii.  52.  A<3:s  iv.  i.  v.  24.  26.  The  Afmoneans  ^having  al- 
\vays  kept  the  pontifical  robes  in  this  fortrefs,  here  Herod,  on 
Iiis  coming  to  the  crown,  found  them,  and  here  he  continued 
ftiU  to  keep  them  in  the  fame  place,  and  fo  did  Archelaus  his 
facceflbr,  and  the  Romans  after  him,  all  upon  an  opinion,  that 
their  having  thefe  robes  in  their  poffeffion  would  be  a  means 
for  the  better  keeping  of  the  Jews  in  awe.  The  ^  cuftom  was, 
to  lay  them  up  in  a  cabinet  made  of  purpofe  for  it,  under  the 
feals  of  the  high  pried  and  the  treafurer  of  the  temple  ;  and, 
when  they  needed  them  for  the  facred  folemnities  on  which 
they  were  ufed,  they  exhibited  their  feals  to  the  captain  of  the 
caftle,  and  then  had  the  robes  delivered  to  them  ;  and,  v;hen 
the  folemnities  were  over,  they  were  then  again  laid  up  under 
the  fame  feals  in  the  fame  place ;  and  thus  it  continued  to  be 
done,  till  at  length  the  temple,  this  fortrefs,  and  the  robes  in 
it,  were  all  deflroyed  in  the  deflagration  and  total  deftruftion 
of  the  city  of  Jerufalem  by  Titus  and  his  Romans. 

During  the  whole  time  of  Hyrcanus's  government,  all  things 
went  with  him  fuccefsfully  abroad,  and  fmooth  and  quiet  at 
home,  till  his  unfortunate  breach  with  the  Pharifees.  But, 
after  he  fell  out  with  them,  and  went  over  to  the  Sadducees,  '^ 

he 

*  Hence  thifi  word  came  in  ufe  among  the  Hellenifts  to  denote  a  caftlc, 
tower,  or  w-illed  fortrefs;  and  fo  Hefychius  and  Suidis  interpret  the 
word  ;  and  To  alfo  St  Jerome,  in  his  comment  on  Jeremiah  xvii.  and  on 
Hofe;i  ix.  and  on  j-'lal.  xliv.  But  the  Ionic  and  other  jrcnuine  Greeks 
ufcd  it  to  lignify  a  fort  of  a  Ihip  ;  and  in  thfs  fenfe  the  word  is  ufed  by 
Herodotus  in  that  part  of  his  hlllory  where  he  writes  of  Egyptian  af- 
fairs. 

b  Jofeph.  dc  Bello  JuJaico,  lib.  6.  c.  15.  &  Antiq.  lib.  14.  c.  15.  ^ 
lib.  18.  c.  6. 

<=.lofcph.  ibid. 

d  Joftph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  18. 
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lie  loft  the  love  of  the  comrijon  people;  for  they,  being  wholly 
attached  to  the  Pharifees,  jomed  with  them  in  their  refent- 
ments  for  this  procedure.  And  from  this  time  neither  he 
nor  any  of  his  family  could  any  more  recover  their  a{Fe<ftions; 
which  afterwards  created  them  infinite  troubles,  efpeci^lly  in 
the  time  of  Alexander  the  fon  of  this  Hyrcanus,  as  will  be 
hereafter  fliewn  in  the  future  feries  of  this  hiftory. 

But  lince  I  have  here  fpoken  of  the  Pharifees  and  the  Saddu- 
cees,  and  there  will  be  many  occafions  hereafter  to  make  mention 
of  them,  and  alfo  of  the  other  fe6ls  and  parties  among  the  Jews, 
it  will  be  neceflary,  for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  follow- 
ing part  of  this  hiftory,  liere  to  give  the  reader  a  full  account 
of  all  of  them  before  1  proceed  any  further.  I  have  above 
fhewn,  that,  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon,  and 
the  full  fettling  of  the  Jev^^ifli  church  again  in  Judea  by  Ezra 
and  Nehemiah,  there  arofe  two  parties  of  men  among  them  ; 
the  one,  ^  who,  adhering  to  the  written  word,  held,  that  in  the 
obfervance  of  that  alone  they  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs,  and 
therefore  thought  this  alone  fufficient  to  entitle  them  to  the 
nam  eof  Zadikiniy  i.  e.  the  righteous  ;  the  other,  ^  who,  over  and 
above  the  written  law,  fuperadded  the  traditional  conftitutions 
of  the  elders,  and  other  rigorous  obfervances,  which,  by  way  of 
fupererogation,  they  voluntarily  devoted  themfelves  to  ;  and 
therefore,  from  hence  being  reckoned  of  a  fuperior  degree  of 
holinefs  above  the  others,  they  were  called  Chnjidim,  that  is, 
the  pious y  who  are  the  fame  that  are  mentioned  ^  in  the  Mac- 
cabees by  the  name  of  ^  Affid^ans.  From  the  former  of  thefe 
proceeded  the  Samaritans,  the  Sadducees,  and  the  Karraites  ; 
jiud  from  the  latter,  the  Pharifees  and  the  Eflenes  ;  of  all  which 
1  Ihall  treat  in  their  order. 

I,  The  Samaritans  were  no  more  at  firil  than  ^  a  mongrel 
fort  of  Heathens,  who  worfln'pped  the  God  of  Ifrael  only  in 
an  idolatrous  manner,  and  in  conjunction  with  their  other  dei- 
ties, and  fo  continued,  till  Manaffeh,  with  other  fugitive  Jews, 
coming  to  them  from  Jerufalem,  brought  with  tliem  the  book 
cf  the  law,  and  out  of  it  taught  them  to  rcjctl  all  idolatry, 
and  worlhip  the  true  God  only,  according  to  the  Mofaical  in- 
Ifitution  ;  and,  from  the  time  that  they  became  thus  reformed, 
they  may  truly  be  reckoned  a  fed  of  Jewiili  religion.     But, 

I 

'  Vide  Orotii  Comment,  in  i  Mac.  ii,  4U 

b  Grotius,  ibid.  Scaligcr.  in  Ekncho  Tiihasrcf.  c.  a2. 

•*  I  Maccab.  ii.  42.  «Sc  vii.  13. 

d  The  word  is  written  wilh  the  Hebrew  letter  Cbetb,  which  is  fi)me- 
tlmes  icTidered  by  Ch  as  iu  ChafiJim,  fonictimes  by  an  al'pir.ite,  as  in  He- 
bron, -inJ  fomttimes  it  is  wholly  left  cut,  aS  here  :a  the  worJ  Atlicl^iins, 

e  2  Ivinc^s  .wii.  33. 
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I  having  treated  "of  them  already  in  the  lixth  book  of  the 
firft  part  of  this  hiflory,  to  refer  the  reader  thither  is  all 
that  1  need  further  fay  of  them  in  this  place. 

11,  The  Sadducees  at  the  firit  were  no  more  than  what 
the  Karraites  are  now,  that  is,  they  would  not  receive  the 
traditions  of  the  elders,  but  ftuck  to  the  written  word  only. 
How  thefe  traditions  grew  among  the  Jews,  I  have  ^  already 
given  a  full  account ;  and  the  Pharifees  being  the  grand  pro- 
moters of  thern,  hence  they  and  the  Sadducees  became  fe6ls 
directly  oppofite  to  each  other.  And,  as  long  as  the  Saddu- 
cees oppofed  them  no  further  than  in  this  matter  only,  they 
were  in  the  right ;  but  afterward  they  imbibed  other  doc- 
trines, which  rendered  them  a  fe(^  thoroughly  impious ; 
For, 

ifl.  They  ^  denied  the  refurreftion  of  the  dead,  the  being 
of  angels,  and  all  exiilences  of  the  fpirits  or  fouls  of  men  de- 
parted. For  '^  their  notion  was,  that  there  is  no  fpiritual  be- 
ing but  God  only;  that,  as  to  man,  this  world  is  his  all ;  that, 
at  his  death,  body  and  foul  die  together,  never  to  live  more  ; 
and  that  therefore  there  is  no  future  reward  or  punilhment. 
They  acknowledged  that  God  made  this  world  by  his  power, 
and  governs  it  by  his  providence:  and,  for  the  carrying  on 
of  this  government,  hath  ordained  rewards  and  punifhments, 
but  they  are  in  this  world  only  :  and  for  this  reafon  alone  was 
it,  that  they  worlhipped  him,  and  paid  obedience  to  his  laws. 
In  fum,  they  were  Epicurean  Deills  in  all  other  refpeds,  ex- 
cepting only,  that  they  allowed  that  God  made  the  world  by 
his  power,  and  governs  it  by  his  providence.  The  Talmudic 
ftory  of  Sadoc,  the  fcholar  of  Antigonus  of  Socho,  tells  us,  how 
they  came  to  fall  into  this  impiety,  and  that  from  this  Sadoc 
they  had  the  name  of  Sadducees.  This  being  ^  above  fully  re- 
lated, I  need  not  here  again  repeat  it.  But,  I  mufl  confefs, 
Talmudic  (lories  are  but  of  very  little  credit  with  me.  When 
John  Hyrcanus  deferted  the  fed  of  the  Pharifees,  and  went 
over  to  the  Sadducees,  no  «  other  alteration  is  mentioned  then 
to  have  been  made  by  him  in  that  change,  but  his  rejefting 
and  annulling  all  the  traditional  conftitutions  of  the  Pharifees, 
which  makes  it  probable,  that  the  Sadducees  were  at  that 
time  gone  no  further  in  the  tenets  of  their  fe£l:,  than  to  the 
denying  of  tliefe  conliitutions.  And,  moreover,  Hyrcanus  ha- 
ving 

»  P.irt  I,  book  5. 

i'  IVTatthcw  xxii.  23.  Mark  xii,  18.  A(5l3.  xxiii.  8. 

^  Jofcph.  Antiq.hb.  ib,  c.  2.  &  de  Bello  judaicoj  lib.  a.  c.  iz. 

d  Part  TI.  book  i. 

'  Jofc^ph.  Antitj.lib  13.  c,  18. 
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ving  *  the  charadler  of  a  juft  and  religious  prince,  and  all  his 
aclions  fpeaklng  him  fuch,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  fhould  em- 
brace fo  impious  a  do6trine  as  that  of  denying  the  refurrec- 
tion  and  a  future  flate,  efpecially  when  he  was  going  into 
that  ftate;  (for  it  was  in  the  latter  end  of  his  life  that  this  was 
done).  All  which  put  together,  give  gooUreafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  this  impiety  had  not  then  infe6ied  this  fe6l.  Whenever 
it  was  introduced  among  them,  thus  much  we  may  be  alTu- 
red  of,  that  vice  and  wickednefs  were  the  only  caufes  of  its 
birth  ;  and,  wherever  it  is  elfewhere  found,  it  always  hath  the 
fame  parents.  When  men  live  fuch  lives,  that  they  cannot 
give  God  an  account  of  them,  they  greedily  lay  hold  of  any 
fcheme,  how  falfe  and  foolilli  foever,  that  lliall  exempt  them 
from  it.  Epicurus's  brag  was,  that  he  had  delivered  the  world 
from  the  fear  of  the  gods.  And  to  lay  afleep  the  confcience, 
and  deliver  men's  minds  from  the  fear  of  God  and  his  judge* 
ments,  fo  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  fin  on  without  reluftancy  or 
regret,  is  the  oqjy  reafon  that  makes  any  to  be  Epicurus's  dif- 
ciples.  And  it  is  moft  likely,  that  this  impiety  among  the 
Jews  had  the  fame  original.  Under  the  Afmonean  princes, 
the  Jews  grew  profperous,  powerful,  and  rich,  and  their  riches 
produced  great  luxury  and  vice  ;  and  to  free  their  confciences 
from  the  fear  of  a  future  accounting  for  the  enormities  which 
grew  up  from  this  root,  was  the  true  caufe  that  introduced 
this  do6lrine  againft  a  future  ftate  among  them.  And  this  is 
confirmed  by  what  Jofephus  writes  of  this  fe6l ;  for  ^  he  tells 
us,  that  they  were  men  of  quality  and  riches  only  that  were 
of  it.  But,  fince  the  generality  of  learned  men  admit  the  Tal- 
niudic  dory  above  mentioned  concerning  the  firft  introdudlion 
of  this  dodlrine  among  them  by  Sadoc,  the  difciple  of  Antigo- 
nus  of  Socho,  I  will  enter  into  no  further  conteft  about  it ;  but, 
having  offered  my  conje£lures  to  tlie  contrary,  I  leave  it  to 
the  reader  to  make  his  judgement  about  it  as  he  ihall  fee  caufe. 

2.  The  Sadducees  not  only  rejected  all  unwritten  tradi- 
tions, but  alfo  '^  ail  the  written  word,  excepting  only  that*  of 
the  five  books  of  Mofes.  And,  if  it  be  true  what  the  Talmu- 
die  ftory  above  mentioned  relates,  that  Sadoc,  on  his  firfl  vent-- 
ing  of  his  dodtrine  againd  a  future  ftate,  was  forced,  for  the 
irnpiety  of  it,  to  fiee  to  the  Samaritans  for  refuge  ;  perchance 
he  might  learn  this  part  of  his  herefy  from  them  :  for  they 
admitted  only  the  five  books  of  Mofes,  rejeding  all  the  other 

parts 

*  Jofeph.  de  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  i.  c.  3. 

t>  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  i8.  &  lib.  r8.  c.  a. 

^  Vide  Giotium  in  Matth.  xxii.  23.  Drufum  de  tribus  Scftis  [u- 
d??o!urrj,  Hb.  3.0.  9.  Lightfoot,  joi.  2.  p.  127S.  (jui  prcbat  hoc"  c:; 
Tertulliano,  Hicronymo;  aliifqwe, 
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parts  of  holy  fcripture,  as  well  the  prophets  as  the  hagio- 
grapha.  But  it  feems  moft  probable,  that  the  Sadducees  re- 
jected thefe  books  becaufe  they  found  them  inconfiftent  with 
their  dodrine.  There  are  many  places  in  the  prophets,  and 
tlie  hagiographa,  which  plainly  and  undeniably  prove  a  future 
fiate,  and  the  refurredion  from  the  dead  ;  and  therefore  ha- 
ving embraced  the  dodrine  of  denying  both,  they  did,  what 
lifually  all  heretics  do,  that  is,  rejeft,  right  or  wrong,  what- 
foever  did  make  againft  them.  Some  learned  men,  and  among 
them  *  Scaliger  for  one,  hold,  that  they  did  not  rejed  the  other 
fcriptures,  but  only  gave  a  preference  above  them  to  the  five 
books  of  Mofes.  But  the  account  which  is  given  in  the  gofpels 
of  the  difputation  which  Chrill  ^  had  with  the  Sadducees,  plain- 
ly proves  the  contrary.  For,  feeing  there  are  fo  many  texts 
in  the  prophets  and  hagiographa,  which  plainly  and  diredly 
prove  a  future  ftate,  and  a  refurreftion  from  the  dead  ;  no 
other  reafon  can  be  given,  why  Chrift  waved  all  thefe  proofs, 
and  drew  his  argument  only  byconfequence  from  what  isfaid  in 
the  law  ;  but  that  he  knew  they  had  rejeded  the  prophets  and 
the  hagiographa,  and  therefore  would  admit  no  argument,  but 
from  the  lav/  only.  Their  agreeing  with  the  Samaritans  in 
rejecling  all  traditions,  and  in  receiving  no  other  fcriptures, 
than  the  five  books  of  Moles  only,  hath  given  an  handle  to 
the  Jews,  to  load  the  Samaritans  with  the  imputation  of  agree- 
ing with  them  alfo  in  the  denial  of  a  future  ftate,  and  the  re- 
iurrection  from  the  dead,  whereas,  in  this  article,  the  Samari- 
tans are  founder  than  the  Jews  themfelves,  and  fo  continue 
even  to  this  day. 

3.  The  third  point  of  the  Sadducees  herefy,  was  '^  about 
free-will  and  predeftination.  For,  whereas  the  Effenes  held 
r.li  things  to  be  predetermined  and  fixed  in  an  unalterable  con- 
catenation of  caufes  never  to  be  varied  from,  and  the  Phari- 
fees  allowed  a  free  will  in  conjunftion  with  predeftination, 
the  Sadducees,  differing  from  both,  ^  denied  all  manner  of  pre- 
delHnation  \vhatever,  their  doclrine  being,  that  God  had  made 
man  abfolute  mafter  of  all  his  actions,  with  a  full  freedom  to 
do  either  good  or  evil,  as  he  fhall  think  fit  to  choofe,  with- 
out any  afliftance  to  him  for  the  one,  or  any  reftraint  upon 
him  as  to  the  other  ;  fo  that,  whether  a  man  doth  good  or 
evil,  it  is  wholly  from  himfelf,  becaufe  he  hath  it  abfolutely 
in  his  own  power,  both  to  do  the  one  and  avoid  the  other,  jn 
ium,  they  held   the  fame  among  the  Jews  that  Pelagius  did 

afterward:] 

•  Elcnch.  Trihrcrcf  c.  16.  Luke  xx. 

b  Matthew  xxii.  Mark  xii. 

'^  Jofcph.  Anticj.  hb.  13.  c.  9. 

d  Jofcph.  ibid.  '&  dc  fcdlo  JiuUicOjlib.  2,  c.  J5» 
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afterwards  among  the  Chriftians,  that  is,  that  there  is  no  help 
from  God,  either  of  his  preventing  grace,  or  his  affiiling  grace  ; 
but,  that  without  any  fuch  help,  every  man  hath  in  himfelf 
full  power  to  avoid  all  the  evil  which  the  law  of  God  forbids, 
and  to  do  all  the  good  which  it  commands.  And  therefore, 
lookingonallmento  have  this  power  in  themfelves,  it  is  remark- 
ed of  them,  that,  *  whenever  they  fat  in  judgement  upon  cri- 
minals, they  always  were  for  the  levereil  fentence  againft  them. 
And  indeed  their  general  charafter  was,  ^  that  they  were  a 
very  ill-natured  fort  of  men,  churlifh  and  morofe  in  their  be- 
haviour to  each  other,  but  cruel  and  favage  fo  all  belides. 
^  Their  number  was  the  feweft  of  all  the  fefts  of  the  Jews  ; 
but  they  were  men  of  the  bell  quality,  and  the  greateft  riches 
among  them.  And  it  is  too  often  found,  that  thofe  who  abound 
mofl  in  the  things  of  this  world,  are  the  forwardeft  to  neglcdt 
and  difbelieve  the  promifes  of  a  better.  AH  thofe  that  were 
of  the  greateft  power  and  riches  among  the  Jews,  being  cut  oft^ 
in  the  deftru6tion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans,  this  whole  fe61: 
feems  then  to  have  periPned  with  them.  For  we  find  no  men- 
tion made  of  them,  as  a  fe6l  in  being,  for  many  ages  after,  till 
their  name  was  revived  again  in  the  Karraites,  which  is  the 
next  fe6f  of  the  Jews  that  I  am  to  give  an  account  of. 

III.  Thefe  ^  Karraites,  though,  in  the  way  of  reproach, 
they  are  called  Sadducees  by  the  others  Jews,  yet  agree  with 
them  in  nothing  elfe  but  in  reje^ling  all  traditions,  and  adhe- 
ring only  to  the  written  word.  Here  indeed  the  Sadducees  firft 
began,  but  afterwards  went  further  into  thofe  impious  doc- 
trines above  defcribed,  which  the  Karraites  have  not.  For  in 
all  other  matters  they  agree  with  the  other  Jews,  neither  do 
they  abfolutely  reject  all  traditions,  but  only  refufe  to  allow 
them  the  fame  authority  as  they  do  to  the  written  word. 
They  are  content  to  admit  them  as  the  opinions  of  the  former 
dodlors,  as  human  helps  for  the  interpreting  and  the  better 
underftanding  of  the  written  word,  as  far  as  they  iball  find 
them  conducive  thereto,  but  not  to  equal  them  to  the  written 
word  itfelf,  which  all  the  other  Jews  do.  For,  as  to  thefe 
other  Jews,  I  have  (hewn  in  the  form.er  part  of  this  hiftory, 
how  they  hold,  that,  befides  the  written  law,  there  was  alfo 

given 

«  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  2c.  c,  8. 

^  Joltph,  de  Eello  Judaico,  hb.  2.c.  12. 

*■•  Joleph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  18.  &  lib.  18.  c.  a. 

d  Vide  Buxtorfii  Lexicon  Ilabbinicum,  p.  21 12.  aii^^^c.  Morlni  Ex- 
crcitationes  BiblicAs,  lib.  2.  exercit.  7.  Hottingeri  Thefiurum,  p.  40, 
Drufium  de  tribus  Juda^orum  Seftis,  lib.  3.  c.  15.  Scaligeri  Elenchum 
Trih^sref.  c,  ;j. 


35©  connection;  of  the  history  of        tart  ir. 

given  to  Mofes  from  Mount  Sinai,  an  oral  law  of  the  fame 
authority  with  the  former;  under  this  latter  they  comprehend 
all  their  traditions,  and  therefore  think  themfelves  under  the 
fame  obligation  to  obferve  them,  as  the  written  word  itfelf,  or 
rather  a  greater.  For  they  obferve  not  the  written  word  any 
otherwife  than  as  interpreted  by  their  traditions.  And  there- 
fore, having,  in  procefs  of  time,  gathered  all  thefe  traditions  into 
that  voluminous  book  called  their  Talmitd,  they  required  the 
fame  deference  and  veneration  to  be  paid  that  book  as  to  the 
holy  fcriptures  themfelves,  founding  all  their  articles  of  faith 
upon  its  dilates,  and  regulating  their  pradice  in  all  things  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  and  precepts  that  are  therein.  This 
book  was  publiihed  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  century 
after  Chrift.  But,  when  it  came  to  be  fcanned  and  examined 
by  fuch  as  were  men  of  fenfe  and  judgement  among  them, 
they  not  being  able  to  conceive  how  fuch  trafh,  nonfenfe,  and 
incredible  fables  as  they  found  heaped  up  therein,  could  come 
from  God,  were  fo  fliocked  hereby,  that  they  could  not  give 
up  their  faith  to  it ;  bat,  referving  that  wholly  for  the  written 
•word  of  God,  {i,  e,  the  law,  the  prophets,  and  the  hagiographa) 
received  the  other  only  as  a  work  of  human  compofure,  to  be 
ufed  only  as  an  help  for  the  interpreting  and  explaining  the 
written  word  in  fuch  palTages  of  it  where  it  fhould  be  found 
conducive  thereto  ;  and,  for  fome  time,  their  diffent  on  this 
point  went  on  without  making  any  breach  or  fchifm  among 
them,  till  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  750.  But  then  Anan,  a 
Jew  of  Babylonia,  of  the  ilock  of  David,  and  Saul  his  fon, 
both  learned  men  in  their  way,  having  openly  declared  for  the 
written  word  only,  and  publicly  difclaimed  and  condemned  all 
manner  of  traditions,  excepting  fuch  alone  as  agreed  therewith, 
this  forthwith  produced  a  rent  and  a  fchifm  among  them,  fo 
that  they  became  divided  into  two  parties,  the  one  ifanding  up 
for  the  Talmud  and  its  traditions,  and  the  other  reje£ling  and 
difowning  both,  as  containing,  in  their  opinion,  the  inventions 
of  men,  and  not  the  do6lrines  and  commands  of  God.  Thofe 
who  ftood  up  for  the  Talmud,  and  its  traditions,  being  chiefly 
the  Rabbi's  and  their  fcholars  and  followers  ;  hence  this  party 
had  the  name  of  Rabbinifts,  and  the  other  being  for  the  fcrip- 
tures only,  which,  in  the  Babylonilh  language,  is  called  Karay 
from  hence  they  had  the  name  of  the  Karraites,  which  is  as 
much  as  to  fay,  »Scriptnrarians  ;  under  which  two  names  the 
controverfy  was  thenceforth  carried  on  between  them,  and 
fo  continues  even  to  this  dny.     The  Jews  *  tell  us,  that  the 

caufe 

^  ^  R.  Abraham  Ben  David  in  Cabbala  Hift.  Zacutus  in  Juchafin.  Da:- 
vid  Gantz  in  Zemach  Davids 
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caufe  of  this  fchifm,  was  wholly  from  the  ambition  and  difguft 
of  Anan  ;  that  being  put  by  from  the  degree  of  ^  Gaon,  and 
alfo  at  another  time  from  being  chofen  ^  Echmolatarch,  or 
head  of  the  captivity  at  Babylon,  to  which  he  had  a  pretence, 
as  being  of  the  feed  of  David,  to  be  revenged  for  thefe  two  re- 
pulfes,  they  fay,  he  made  this  divilion  among  the  people.  This 
fed  is  flill  in  being,  and  thofe  that  are  of  it  are  men  <=  of  the 
bed  learning  and  the  beft  probity  of  all  the  Jewifh  nation. 
There  are  very  few  of  them,  if  any  at  all,  in  thefe  weHern  parts. 
The  moft  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  Poland,  Ruffia,  and  the 
eaftern  countries.  In  the  middle  of  the  laft  century  there  was 
an  account  taken  of  their  numbers,  whereby  it  appears,  that  <* 
there  w^ere  then  of  them  in  Poland  2000,  at  Caff^  in  Tartaria 
Crimaea  1200,  at  Cairo  300,  at  Damafcus  200,  at  Jerufalem 
30,  in  Babylonia  100,  in  Perfia  600.  But  all  thefe  put  toge- 
ther, make  but  afmall  number  in  refped  of  the  great  bulk  of 
thofe  that  are  on  the  other  lide.  They  ^  read  the  fcriptures 
and  their  liturgies  every  where,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
in  the  language  of  their  country  in  which  they  dwell.  At  Con- 
ftantinople  they  have  them  in  Greek,  at  Caffa  in  Turkifh,  in 
Perfia  in  the  Perfian  language,  and  in  Arabic  in  all  places 
where  Arabic  is  fpoken  as  the  vulgar  tongue. 

IV.  But  f  the  greateft  fed  of  the  Jews  was  that  of  the  Pha- 
rifees.  For  they  had  not  only  the  fcribes,  and  all  the  learned 
men  in  the  law  of  their  party,  but  they  alfo  drew  after  them 
^  all  the  bulk  of  the  common  people.  They  differed  from  the 
Samaritans  in  that,  befides  the  law,  they  received  the  prophets, 
the  hagiographa,  and  the  traditions  of  the  elders ;  and  from  the 
Sadducees,  not  only  in  thefe  particulars,  but  alfo  in  their  .doc- 
trines about  a  future  ftate,  and  the  refurredion  of  the  dead, 
and  about  predeftination  and  free-will. 

For,  33  to  the  firll  of  thefe,  it  is  faid  in  fcripture,  That,  ^ 
Vol.  III.  A  a  ivhereas- 

^  Gaon  was  a  title  to  which  their  higheft  dodors  were  in  thofe  times 
promoted. 

b  The  Echmolatanh  was  the  Lead  of  the  captivity  In  B-ibylonia,  and 
the  fame  in  that  province  that  the  Alaharcha  was  in  Alexandria,  that  is, 
one  chofen  among  the  Jews  to  whom  they  fubmittedto  be  judged,  artd 
governed  according  to  their  law.  And  fuch  an  one  they  had  over  thenn 
here  in  England  under  the  fir/l  Norman  kings,  who  was  hcenfed  by 
them  for  this  office,  by  the  name  of  Epifcopus  Judaorum.  See  Stlden's 
Marmora  Arundehana. 

*-"  Scahg.  in  Elencho  Trihaeref.  c.  2. 

d  Hottmger.  in  Thefauro  Philologico  Interaddenda,  p.  583. 

^  Hettinger,  ibid. 

f  Jofeph  Antiq.  hb.  13.  c.  9.  &  c.  18.  &:  hb.  17,  c.  4.  oc  lib.  18.  c.  a. 
ic  de  Etlio  Judaico,  lib.  a.  c.  iz. 

5  A-itc!  xxiii.  S. 
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ivhereas  the  Sadduceesfay^  that  there  is  no  refurreBion,  neither  an- 
gel nor  fpirity  the  Pharifees  confefs  both;  that  is,  lit,  that  there 
is  to  be  a  refurreftlon  from  the  dead ;  and  2dly,  that  there  are 
angels  and  fpirits.  But,  according  to  Jofephus,  ^  this  refur- 
redion  of  theirs  was  no  nnore  than  a  Pythagorean  refurredtion, 
that  is,  a  refurredlion  of  the  foul  only  by  its  tranfmigration  in- 
to another  body,  and  being  born  a- new  with  it.  But  from 
this  refurredtion  they  excluded  all  that  were  notorioufly  wicked. 
For  of  fuch  their  notion  was,  that  their  fouls,  as  foon  as  fepa- 
rated  from  their  bodies,  were  tranfmitted  into  a  ftate  of  ever- 
lafting  woe,  there  to  fufFer  the  puniftiment  of  their  fins  to  all 
eternity.  Kut,  as  to  lefler  crimes,  their  opinion  was,  that  they 
were  puniflied  in  the  bodies,  which  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  com- 
initted  them  were  next  fent  into.  And  according  to  this  no- 
tion was  it,  that  Chrift's  difciples  afked  him,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
man  that  was  born  blind,  ^  Who  did  Jin,  this  7nan  or  his  parents^ 
that  he  was  horn  hlijid  ?■  For  this  plainly  fuppofeth  an  antece- 
dent ftate  of  being,  otlierwiFe  it  cannot  be  conceived,  that  a  man 
could  fin  before  he  was  born.  And,  when  the  difciples  told 
Chrift,  '^  that  fome  faid  of  him  that  he  was  Elias,  and  others 
Jeremias,  or  one  of  the  prophets  ;  this  can  be  underftood  no 
otherwife,  but  that  they  thought,  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  tranfm:gration  of  fouls,  that  he  was  come  into  the  world 
with  the  foul  of  Elias,  or  of  Jeremias,  or  of  fome  other  of  the 
old  prophets  tranfmitted  into  him,  and  born  with  him.  Thefe 
two  inftances  put  together,  plainly  prove  what  Jofephus  faith, 
that  is,  that  the  ref li rreflion  held  by  the  Jews  in  thofe  times 
was  no  other  than  a  Pythagorean  refurrection  of  the  fame  foul 
in  another  body.  But  when  Chrift  came,  who  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light,  he  firft  taught  the  true  refurre6tion  of 
the  fame  body  and  foul  together,  and  foon  after  the  Jews 
learned  it  from  his  followers,  and,  ever  fince,  have  taught  it 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  did.  For  all  their  books  now 
extant,  fpeak  of  the  rcfurredion  of  the  dead,  and  the  lafl: 
judgement  thereon  to  follow,  no  otherwife  in  the  main  parti- 
culars, than  as  the  Chriftians  do. 

As  to  what  the  Pharifees  held  of  predeftination  andfree-will, 
it  is  hard  to  fay  what  their  do£lrine  was  as  to  this  matter.  For, 
according  to  '^  Jofephus,  they  held  abfolute  predeftination  with 
the  Efleues,  and  free-will  with  the  Sadducees,  jumbled  both  to- 
gether.    For  they  afcribed  to  God  and  fate  all  that  is  done, 

and 

*  De  Eello  Judaico,  lib.  2.  c.  12. 
^  Tohn  ix.  i. 

*  Matthew  xvi.  14. 

^  .^ntiq.  lib.  13,  c.  9.  &  lib,  18.  c.  2.  5c  de  BtUo  Judaico,  lib.  a.  c.  12, 
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and  yet  left  to  man  the  freedom  of  his  will.  But  how  they 
made  thcfe  two  apparent  incompatibles  confifl  together,  is  no 
v/here  fufHciently  explained ;  perchance  they  meant  no  more 
than  that  every  man  freely  choofeth  v/hat  he  is  unalterably 
predeflinated  to.  But  if  he  be  predeftinated  to  that  choice, 
how  freely  foever  he  may  feem  to  choofe,  certainly  he  hath  no 
free  will,  becaufe  he  is,  according  to  this  fcheme,  unalterably 
neceffitated  to  all  that  he  doth,  and  cannot  pofnbly  choofe 
otherwife. 

But  the  main  diflinguilhing  charafter  of  this  fed  was,  their 
zeal  ^  for  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  which  they  derived 
from  the  fame  fountain  with  the  written  word  itfelf,  pretend- 
ing both  to  have  been  delivered  to  Mofes  from  Mount  Sinai ; 
and  therefore  they  afcribed  equally  to  both  the  fame  authority. 
How  thefe  traditions  had  their  rife  after  the  time  of  Ezra,  I 
have  already  ^  fhewn.  This  fe£l:  of  ipen  (  who  made  it  their 
main  buiinefs  to  propagate  them,  and  promote  their  obfervance) 
had  its  birth  at  the  fame  time  with  them  ;  and  they  grew  up 
together,  till,  at  length,  they  came  to  fuch  a  maturity  and  af- 
cendency,  that  the  traditional  law  '^  fwallowed  up  the  written 
law,  and  thefe  who  were  the  propagators  of  it,  the  whole  bulk 
cf  the  Jewifli  nation.  Thefe  men,  ^  by  reafon  of  their  pre- 
tences to  a  more  nice  and  rigorous  obfervance  of  the  law,  ac- 
cording to  their  traditions,  which  they  had  fuperadded  to  it, 
looked  on  themfelves  as  more  holy  than  other  men  ;  and  there- 
fore feparated  themfelves  from  thofe  whom  they  thought  fin- 
ners,  or  profane,  fo  as  ^  not  to  eat  nor  drink  with  them  ;  and 
hence,  from  the  Hebrew  word  Fharas,  which  fignifieth  to  fe- 
parate^  ^  they  had  the  name  of  Pharifees,  which  is  as  much  as 
to  iciyfeparatijis.  And  although  their  chiefeft  feparation  was 
from  the  com.mon  people,  v/hom  they  called  Am  Haaret-z^  i.  e. 
'^hc  people  of  the  earthy  and  reckoned  them  no  other  than  as  the 
dung  thereof;  yet,  by  reafon  of  their  hypocritical  pretences  to 
greater  righteoufnefs  than  others  in  the  obfervance  of  the  law, 
they  ^  drev/  the  common  people  after  them,  they  being  above 
all  others  in  their  high  efteem  and  veneration.  This  hypocrify 
our   Saviour   frequently  chargeth   them  with ;    ^  as  alfo  of 

A  a  2  their 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  18.  &  h'b.  18.  c.  %. 

b  Part  I.  Book  5. 

"^  Matth.  XV.  1—6.     Mark  vli.  .^.  4- 

d  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  17.  c.  3.  &  lib.  18.  c.  2.  &  de  Bdio  Judaico, 
lib.  I.  c.  4- 

^  Miitth.  ix.  a.    Lukev.  30.  &  xv.  2. 

f  Buxtorfii   Lexicon  Ribbiniciim,   1851.   1892.     I.iglitfoot,  vol.  i» 
p.  656.  DruFius  de  tribus  Sedtis  Judsiorum,  lib.  a.  c.  2.  &  3. 

S  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  18.  oc  lib.  18.  c.  2. 

^*  Matth.  XV.  6.  ^c  xxiii.  13  —  33.    1-^-^^^  xi,  39—52. 
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their  making  the  law  of  God  of  none  efFed  by  their  traditions. 
Several  of  thefe  traditions  he  particularly  mentioned  and  con* 
demned,  as  appears  in  the  gofpels  ;  but  they  had  a  vaft  num- 
ber more.     To  go  through  them  all  would  be  to  tranfcribe 
the  Talmud,  a  book  of  12  volumes  in  folio.     For  the  whole 
fubjeft  of  it  is  to  didate  and  explain  all  thofe  traditions  which 
this  fe6l  impofed  to  be  received  and  obferved.    And  although 
many  of  them  are  very  abfurd  and  foolifh,  and  moll  of  them 
very  burdenfome  and  heavy  to  be  born,  yet  this  fed  hath  de- 
voured all  the  reft,  they  having  had  for  many  ages  none  to  op- 
pofe  them  among  that  people,  faving  only  thefe  few  Karraites  I 
have  mentioned.    For,  excepting  them  only,  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Jews,  from  the  deftrudion  of  the  temple,  to  this  pre- 
fent  time,  have  wholly  gone  in  unto  them,  and  received  all 
their  traditions  for  divine  didates,  and  to  this  day  obfervc 
them  with  much  greater  regard  aind  devotion  than  the  written 
■word  itfelf.     So  that  they  have  in  a  manner,  for  the  fake  of 
their  traditions,  annulled  all  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  and  fet  up  the  Talmud  to  be  their  Bible  in  its  ftead,  . 
For  this  they  now  make  to  be  the  whole  rule  of  their  faith  and 
manners :  fo  that  it  is  now  only  according  to  the  traditions  of 
the  Pharifees,  not  according  to  the  law  and  the  prophets,  that 
the  prefent  Jewifh  religion  is  wholly  formed ;  whereby  they 
have  corrupted  the  old  Jewiih  religion,  juft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  Romanills  have  the  Chriftian. 

In  conjundion  with  the  Pharifees,  the  fcribes  are  often  men- 
tioned h.  the  fcriptures  of  the  New  Teftament.  But  they  were 
not  a  fed,  but  a  profeflion  of  men  following  literature.  They 
were  of  divers  forts.  For  generally,  all  that  were  any  way 
learned  among  the  Jews,  were  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour  and 
his  apoftles  called  fcribes  ;  but  efpecially  thofe,  who,  by  reafon 
of  their  Ikill  in  the  law  and  divinity  of  the  Jews,  were  advan- 
ced to  fit  in  Mofes's  feat,  and  were  either  judges  in  their  ^  fan- 
hedri.ns,  or  teachers  in  their  fchools  or  fynagogues.  They  ^ 
were  moftly  of  the  fed  of  the  Pharifees,  moft  of  the  learning 
of  the  Jews,  in  thofe  times,  lying  in  their  Pharafaical  tradi- 
tions, and  their  way  of  interpreting  (or,  we  may  rather  fay, 
wrefting)  the  fcriptures  by  them.  And  they  being  the  men 
that  didated  the  law  both  of  church  and  ftate,  hence  lawyers 
and  fcribes  are  convertible  terms  in  the  gofpels,  and  both  of 
them  do  there  fignify  the  fame  fort  of  men.  For  the  fame  perfon 

who 

*  There  were  two  forts  of  finhedrims  among  the  Jews,  one  of  25 
perfons  in  every  city,  and  one  for  the  whole  nation  of  72  peiionsfittir-g 
2t  Jeruialem. 

^  Joftphua  dc  J^cllo  Judaico;  lib.  x.  c.  1%, 
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who  inMatth.  xxii.  35.  is  called  a  lawyer,  is  in  Mark  xii.  28a 
faid  to  be  one  of  the  fcribes. 

V.  But  how  rigorous  foever  the  Pharifees  pretended  to  be 
in  their  obfervances,  the  PliTenes  outdid  them  herein.  For,  be- 
ing originally  of  the  fame  feft  with  them,  they  reformed  up- 
on them,  in  the  fame  manner  as,  among  the  Romanifts,  theCar^^ 
thufians  and  the  Ciilertians  hav^e  upon  the  Benedictines,  and  did 
fet  up  for  a  much  more  fevere,  and,  perchance,  for  a  much 
more  unblamable  rule  of  living,  than  the  other  did.  ^  As  to 
fate  and  free-will,  their  opinion  was  for  an  abfolute  predefti- 
nation,  agreeable  to  what  is  held  by  the  Supralapfarians  of 
the  prefent  age,  without  allowing  to  man  any  free-will  at  all^ 
or  any  liberty  of  choice  in  any  of  his  adions.  And,  as  to  the 
other  grand  point  of  a  future  ftate,  and  the  refurredlion 
from  the  dead,  they  alfo  differed  from  the  Pharifees  herein  : 
for,  although  they  allowed  the  former,  they  denied  the  latter^ 
their  dodrine  being,  ^  that  the  fouls  of  men,  after  their  death^ 
are  tranfmitted  into  aflate  of  immortality,  therein  to  live  in 
everlafting  blifs,  or  in  everlafting  woe,  according  as  their  ac- 
tions have  deferved,  without  ever  any  more  returning  either 
to  their  own  or  any  other  bodies  for  ever.  Although  our  Sa- 
viour very  often  cenfured  all  the  other  feds  then  among  the 
Jews,  yet  he  never  fpake  of  the  Eflenes  ;  neither  is  their  any 
mention  of  them  through  the  whole  fcriptures  of  the  New 
Teftament.  This  proceeded,  fome  think,  from  their  retired 
way  of  living ;  for,  their  abode  being  moftly  in  the  country, 
they  feldom  came  into  cities,  nor  were  they  in  our  Saviour's 
time  ever  feen  at  the  temple,  or  in  any  public  affembly ;  and 
therefore,  not  falling  in  the  way  of  our  Saviour's  obfervation, 
for  this  reafon,  fay  they,  he  took  no  notice  of  them  :  but  it  is 
much  more  likely,  it  was,  that,  being  a  very  honefl  and  fin- 
cere  fort  of  people,  without  guile  or  hypocrify,  they  gave  no 
reafon  for  that  reproof  and  cenfure  which  the  others  very  juft- 
ly  deferved.  Their  way  of  living  was  very  peculiar  and  re- 
markable. To  give  the  reader  a  thorough  view  of  it,  the  befl 
way  will  be,  to  lay  it  before  him  in  the  words  of  Jofephus,* 
Philo,  and  Pliny,  who  are  the  ancienteft  authors  that  fpeak  of 
this  fed,  and  from  whom  all  elfe  is  taken,  that  is  faid  of  it. 
The  words  of  Jofephus  concerning  the  Eflenes  are  as  folloWo 

<*  <=  The  Eflenes  are  Jews  by  nation,  and  a  fociety  of  men 
friendly  to  each  other,  beyond  what  is  to  be  found  among  any 

A  a  3  other 

^  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  13.  c.  9.  &  lib.  i8.  c.  ».  Sc  de  Bcllo  Jndaico,  lib, 
%.  c.  12. 
^  Jofepli.  de  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  z-  c.  m^ 

*^  jofephus  ibid.  lib.  J.  c,  1 0 


3^4  CONNECTION   OF   THE   HISTORY   OF  PART  11^ 

Other  people  ;  thej  have  an  averlion  to  pleafure  in  the  fame 
manner  as  to  that  which  is  truly  evil.  To  live  contiiently 
and  keep  their  palTions  in  fubjeftion,  they  efteem  a  virtue  of 
the  firft  rate.  Marriage  they  have  in  tio  efteem,  but,  taking 
other  men's  children,  while  they  are  yet  tender  and  fufceptible 
of  any  impreffion,  they  treat  them  as  if  they  were  of  their 
own  flefii  and  blood,  and  carefully  breed  them  up  in  the  infti- 
tutior.s  of  their  fe6t.  However,  they  are  not  fo  abfolutely 
againft  marriage  in  others  ;  for  that  would  be  to  take  away 
the  fucceffion  and  race  of  mankind  j  but,  being  aware  of  the 
lafcivioufnefs  of  women,  they  are  perfuaded  that  none  of  them 
can  keep  true  faith  to  one  man,       ^ 

"  They  have  riches  in  great  contempt ;  and  community  of 
goods  is  maintained  among  them  in  a  very  admirable  manner  5 
for,  not  any  one  is  to  be  found  among  them  poffeffing  more 
than  another,  it  being  a  fixed  rule  of  their  fe£l,  that  every  one 
who  enters  into  it  muft  give  up  all  his  goods  into  the  public 
flock  of  the  fociety  ;  fo  that,  among  the  whole  number,  none 
may  be  found  lower  than  another  by  reafon  of  his  poverty, 
or  any  on  the  other  fide  elated  above  the  reft  by  his  riches. 
For,  every  man's  goods  being  caft  into  common,  they  are  all 
enjoyed  as  one  poffeftion  among  brethren  in  the  fame  family 
for  each  man*s  ufe. 

"  They  look  on  it  as  a  difparagement  ^  to  make  ufe  of  oil ; 
fo  that,  if  any  one  of  them  fhould  happen  to  be  anointed  againft 
his  v/ill,  they  wipe  it  off  immediately,  and  cleanfe  their  body 
from  it ;  for,  not  to  be  nice  in  the  care  of  themfelves,  they 
efteem  as  a  commendable  thing  :  and  they  always  go  habited 
in  white  garments. 

"  They  have  ftewards  chofen  for  the  management  of  their 
common  ftock,  who  in  common  provide  for  all,  accordi..g  as 
every  man  hath  need.  They  do  not  all  live  together  in  one 
city,  ^  but  in  every  city  feveral  of  them  dwell.  Thefe  give 
reception  to  all  travellers  of  their  fe£l:,  who  eat  and  drink 
with  them  as  freely  as  of  their  own,  going  in  unto  them, 
though  they  never  faw  them  before,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  they  had  been  of  their  long  acquaintance  ;  and  therefore, 

when 

•  Anc^ting  with  oil  w;is  much  in  ufe  in  the  Eaft  in  thofe  times,  efpe- 
cially  after  the  ufe  of  the  bath  ;  and  thufe  who  were  moft  dehcate 
anointed  themfelves  with  pcrfilmed  oil :  but  the  Effenes  reje<5ted  all 
anointing  as  effeminate. 

'>  By  what  is  a*ter  laid,  they  feem  to  have  been  drftributed  into  foda- 
litic,  ar-l  to  have,  in  every  place  where  they  dwelt,  one  or  more  of 
thofe  fodalities,  aecorcling  to  their  number  ;  and  within  thefe  fodality:2 
to  have  livtd  together  according  to  all  the  rules  of  their  order,  that  i?jF 
every  one  in  that  fodality  to  which  he  belonged. 
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when  they  take  a  journey  any  where,  they  carry  nothing  with 
thenm  but  arms  for  their  defence  againft  thieves.  In  every 
city  they  have  one  principal  perfon  of  their  fociety  appointed 
procurator,  to  take  care  of  all  If  rangers  that  come  thither  of 
that  fe£f,  who  provideth  them  with  clothes  and  all  other  ne«- 
ceflaries  that  they  fliall  be  in  want  of.  Their  garb  and  gefture 
of  body  is  always  fuch  as  refembles  that  of  children  under  the 
fear  and  difcipline  of  their  mafters.  They  never  change  their 
clothes  or  fhoes,  till  they  be  worn  out  and  made  unfit  by  time 
for  any  further  ufe.  They  neither  fell  nor  buy  any  thing  among 
themfelves,  but  every  one  gives  of  that  which  he  hath  to  h'lca 
that  wanteth  ;  and,  on  like  occafion,  again  receives,  in  retura 
hereto,  whatfoever  the  other  hath  that  he  (lands  in  need  of: 
and,  although  there  be  no  fuch  retribution,  yet  it  is  free  for 
every  one  to  take,  of  whomfoever  of  the  fed  he  ihall  think 
fit,  all  whatfoever  he  (lands  in  want  of. 

*'  They  are,  in  what  pertaineth  to  God,  in  an  efpecial  man-* 
ner  religious  :  for,  before  the  fun  be  rifen,  they  fpeak  of  no 
common  worldly  matter,  but,  till  then,  offer  up  unto  God 
their  prayers  in  ancient  forms  received  from  their  predecef- 
fors,  fupplicating  particularly  in  them,  that  he  would  make 
the  fun  to  rife  upon  tliem.  After  this,  they  are  fent  by  their* 
fuperiors,  ^each  to  work  in  the  employments  they  are  (killed 
in ;  wherein  they  having  diligently  laboured  till  the  fifth  hout 
(that  is,  till  II  in  the  morning),  they  then  afiemble  again  in 
one  place  together  ;  and  each  having  a  linen  garment  to  put 
about  him,  they  wafli  themfelves  in  cold  water ;  after  this 
luflration,  they  go  into  a  private  room,  where  no  one  that  is 
not  of  their  fed  is  permitted  to  enter.  And,  being  thus  pu-i; 
rifled,  they  go  into  the  refectory,  or  dining  room,  with  the^ 
fame  behaviour  as  into  an  holy  temple  ;  where,  being  fetia 
filence,  the  baker  lays  before  every  man  his  loaf  of  bread  ; 
and  the  cook,  in  like  manner,  ferves  up  to  each  of  them  his 
difh,  all  of  the  fame  fort  of  food.  The  pried  then  fays  grace 
before  meat ;  and  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  to  tafte  the  lead  bic 
before  grace  be  faid,  and  after  dinner  they  fay  grace  again  ; 
and  thus  they  always  begin  and  end  their  meal,  with  praife 
and  thankfgiving  to  God,  as  the  giver  of  their  food.  After  this, 
they  quit  the  habits  v^hich  tiiey  lail  put  on,  looking  on  tlieni 
as  in  fome  meafure  facred,  and  then  again  betake  themfelves 
each  man  to  his  work  till  the  evening  ;  when  returning  again 
to  the  fame  place,  they  take  their  fupper  in  the  fame  manner 

A  a  4  a3 

^  Thus  the  old  Britlfli  monks  of  Bancour  in  Wales  were  all  maintain- 
ed by  the  daily  labour  of  their  own  hands.  See  BeJe's  EcdefLiAica^ 
Hiftory,  lib,  a.  c.  a» 
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as  they  had  their  dinner,  their  guefts  fitting  at  meal  with  them, 
if  fo  it  happen  that  there  are  any  fuch  then  prefent  in  the 
place.  No  noife  or  tumult  ever  diforders  the  houfe  where 
they  are  ;  for,  when  they  are  met  together,  they  fpeak  only 
as  each  is  allowed  his  turn.  This  fiience  appears  to  others 
who  are  not  of  their  it&:,  as  a  thing  of  venerable  and  facred. 
regard.  All  this  is  the  effed  of  a  conftant  courfe  of  fobriety,  in 
their  moderating  their  eating  and  drinking  only  to  the  end  of 
fufficing  nature. 

"  Although,  in  all  other  matters,  they  do  nothing  without 
the  allowance  of  their  fuperlors,  yet  in  two  cafes,  that  is,  in 
offices  of  affiflance  and  in  offices  of  mercy,  they  are  permitted 
to  have  free  power  each  man  to  do  as  he  fhall  fee  caufe  for  it: 
for  to  yield  affiflance  to  thofe  that  are  worthy  of  it  whenever 
they  ftand  in  need  thereof,  and  to  be  charitable  in  giving  food 
to  the  poor  that  want  it,  is  what  is  allowed  to  all  of  them 
with  full  liberty  ;  but  to  give  any  thing  to  their  relations, 
without  the  confent  and  allowance  of  their  governors,  is  ut- 
terly forbidden  among  them. 

**  They  difpenfe  their  anger  with  juftice,  and  are  great  curb- 
ers  of  their  paffions,  fteady  keepers  of  their  faith,  conltant  la- 
bourers for  peace  ;  and  every  word  with  them  is  of  greater 
force  than  an  oath  with  other  men.  They  avoid  taking  any 
oath  at  all,  looking  on  it  as  worfe  than  perjury.  They  fay,  he 
is  already  condemned  as  a  faithlefs  perfon  who  is  not  to  be  be- 
lieved without  calling  God  to  witnefs.  They  are  in  an  extraor- 
dinary manner  ftudious  of  the  writings  of  the  ancients,  fele6t- 
ing  out  of  them  fuch  things  efpecially  as  are  beneficial  either 
to  the  bodies  or  fouls  of  men.  Hence,  in  order  to  the  cure  of 
difeafes,  the  nature  of  medicinal  roots  and  property  of  ilones 
are  fearched  into  by  them, 

**  When  any  defire  to  enter  into  their  feft,  they  are  not  im- 
mediately admitted,  but  are  kept  without  a  whole  year,  during 
v/hich  time  they  put  all  of  them  that  are  of  this  clafs  of  «o- 
'vices  under  the  fame  difcipline,  or  rule  of  living,  giving  to  each 
of  them  afmall  pick-axe,  the  linen  garment  above  mentioned, 
and  a  white  fuit  of  clothes.  After  they  have,  during  all  this 
time,  given  thorough  proof  of  their  continence  and  temperance^ 
they  are  received  into  a  nearer  converfation  and  rule  of  life 
with  them,  and  partake  of  their  holier  water  for  their  purifi- 
cation. However,  they  are  not  admitted  as  yet  to  their  com- 
mon table,  and  full  fellowfliip  with  them;  but,  after  their  ha- 
ving given  this  proof  of  their  continence  for  oneyear,they  make 
trial  of  tlieir  manners  for  two  years  longer,  and  then,  if  they 
appear  worthy,  they  give  them  full  admiffion  into  their  fociety. 

"  Biit, 
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"  But,  before  they  are  admitted  to  eat  at  the  common 
table,  they  ftrictly  bind  themfelves,  by  folemn  vows,  firft  to 
worfhip  and  ferve  God ;  and  next,  that  in  all  things  to  do 
that  which  is  juil  towards  men  ;  not  willingly  to  wrong  any 
one,  no,  not  though  he  fhould  be  commanded  fo  to  do ;  al- 
ways to  deteft  wicked  men,  and  to  fide  with  and  help  all  thofe 
that  are  juft  and  good ;  ever  to  keep  faith  inviolable  with  all 
men,  efpecially  with  princes  (for  no  one  comes  to  have  rule 
and  government  over  us  but  by  God's  appointment.)  That, 
if  it  fliall  happen  that  they  be  called  to  any  llation  of  go- 
vernment, they  will  not  abufe  their  power  to  the  wronging 
of  any  under  them,  nor  diflinguiih  themfelves  from  them  by 
their  habit  or  more  fplendid  drefs  of  apparel  ;  always  to  love 
truth,  and  to  convince  and  reprove  all  that  are  liars ;  to  keep 
their  hands  from  Healing,  and  to  kVep  their  minds  clear  from 
the  taint  of  any  unjuft  gain  ;  that  they  will  not  conceal  from 
any  of  the  fociety  the  myfleries  of  their  feft,  nor  communi- 
cate them  to  any  other,  no,  not  though  they  fhould  be  forced 
to  it  for  the  faving  of  their  lives.  And,  moreover,  they  fur- 
ther vow,  to  deliver  to  none  of  their  brethren  any  of  their 
doctrines  otherwife  than  as  they  have  received  them  ;  to  ab- 
ftain  from  all  theft,  and  to  ^  preferve  with  equal  care  the 
books  containing  the  doftrines  of  their  fe£l;,  and  the  names  of 
the  meflengers  by  whojjg  hands  they  were  written  and  con- 
.^j^yed  to  them..  And  by  fuch  vows  do  they  bind  and  fecure 
all  thofe  that  enter>into  their  fociety  to  be  ever  Heady  and  firm 
to  all  the  laws  and  rules  of  it. 

"  Such  as  they  find  guilty  of  any  enormous  crime  they 
expel  out  of  the  fociety.  And  thofe  who  fall  under  this  fen- 
tence  often  perifh  by  a  mod  lamentable  death :  for  they  are 
fo  baund  up  by  the  laws  of  that  fociety,  and  the  vows  which 
they  have  made  to  keep  them,  that  they  cannot  receive  any 
food  but  from  thofe  of  their  fed  ;  fo  that  they  are  forced, 
when  thus  expelled,  to  feed  like  beafts  on  the  herbs  of  the 
field,  till,  their  bodies  being  confumed  for  want  of  nouriih- 
ment,  they  are  famiflied  to  death  :  wherefore,  often  commi- 
ferating  their  cafe,  they  have  received  them  again,  when  readv 
to  expire,  thinking  that  they  have  fultered  punilhment  enough 
for  their  crimes,  when  thus  brought  by  it  even  to  the  gates 
of  death. 

"  In  their  adminiftration  of  juftice,  they  are  the  mofl:  exact 
and  juft  :  they  never  give  fentence  but  when  there  are  100  at 
leafl;  prefent,  and  whiit  is  then  decreed  by  them  remains  irre- 
vocable. 
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vocable.  Next  to  God,  they  have  the  higheft  veneration  for 
their  legiflators,  making  it  no  lefs  than  death  to  fpeak  evil  of 
them.  To  yield  to  the  fentiments  of  their  elders,  and  fubmit 
to  what  is  determined  by  the  major  part  of  their  people,  they 
hold  to  be  a  thing  commendable,  and  what  ought  to  be  done. 
When  any  ten  of  them  fit  together,  no  one  of  them  fpeaks 
but  with  the  confent  of  the  other  nine.  When  they  are  in 
any  company,  they  are  carefully  to  avoid  fpitting  into  the 
middle  before  them,  or  on  the  right-hand. 

**  In  abftaining  from  all  manner  of  work  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  they  diftinguifli  themfelves  above  all  other  Jews.  For 
they  do  not  only  make  ready  their  Sabbath  day's  meal  the 
eve  before,  that  they  may  not  do  as  much  as  kindle  a  fire  on 
that  day,  but  alfo  tie  themfelves  up  fo  llridly  to  the  obfer- 
rance  of  it,  that  they  do  not  then  dare  move  a  veflel  out  of 
its  place,  or  fo  much  as  *  go  to  ftool  for  the  eafe  of  nature. 
On  all  other  days,  when  they  eafe  themfelves,  they  dig  a  pit 
of  a  foot  deep  with  an  iron  inftrument  which  they  always 
carry  about  with  them  (that  is  the  fmall  pick-axe,  which  is 
above  mentioned,  t6  be  given  to  all  their  novices),  and  then, 
encompaffing  their  lower  parts  carefully  with  their  garment, 
that  they  may  not  ofFsr  any  injury  or  offence  to  the  divine 
fplendour,  they  fet  themfelves  over  the  faid  pit,  and  fo  dif- 
charge  themfelves  into  it,  and  then  cover  it  over  with  the 
earth  afore  digged  out  of  it.  And  this  they  always  do, 
choofing  the  fecreteft  places  for  it.  And,  although  this  be  no 
more  than  the  natural  voiding  of  bodily  excrements,  yet  it 
is  their  ufage  to  waih  themfelves  after  it,  as  after  fome  great 
pollution. 

**  They  are  divided,  according  to  the  time  that  they  have 
been  in  this  afcetic  manner  of  life,  into  four  different  clalTes, 
one  above  another  ;  and  every  one  of  a  fenior  clafs  thinks  all 
of  the  inferior  clafTes  fo  much  beneath  him,  that,  if  he  hap- 
pen to  touch  any  one  of  them,  he  wafheth  after  it  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  he  had  touched  one  of  another  nation. 
They  are  long  livers,  fo  that  many  of  them  arrive  to  the 
age  of  100  years  ;  which  is  to  be  afcribed  to  their  fimple  and 
plain  manner  of  feeding,  and  the  temperance  and  good  order 
which  they  obferve  in  that  and  in  all  things  elfe, 

"  They 

"  What  was  commanded  the  Jews  while  in  the  camp,  Deut.  xxiii 
la.  13.  thefe  ElTenes thought  to  be  always  obligatory  upon  them  in  all 
places  ;  and  therefore,  thinking  they  ought  not  to  do  fo  much  work  on 
that  day  ac  to  dig  the  pit  there  commanded,  they  never  on  that  day 
went  to  ftool,  but  abftairied  from  it  till  the  next  day,  ligw  much  foeY<;r 
nature  called  for  eafe  in  that  caf^. 
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"  They  are  contemners  of  adverfity,  and  overcome  all  faf^ 
ferings  by  the  greatnefs  of  their  mind ;  infomuch,  that  they 
efteem  death  itfelf,  when  it  is  to  be  undergone  on  an  ho- 
nourable account,  better  than  imimortality.  Of  the  firmnefs 
of  their  mind  in  all  cafes,  the  war  which  we  had  with  the 
Romans  hath  given  fufficient  proof;  in  which,  though  they 
were  tortured,  racked,  burnt,  had  iheir  bones  broken,  and 
were  made  to  undergo  the  fufferings  of  all  the  inftruments  of 
torments,  that  they  might  thereby  be  brought  to  fpeak  ill 
of  their  lawgiver,  and  eat  of  thofe  meats  that  are  prohibited, 
yet  they  always  flood  firmly  out  to  do  neither  of  them ;  nei- 
ther did  they  ever  endeavour  to  mollify  or  appeafe  the  rage 
of  their  tormentors  towards  them,  or  Ihed  one  tear  in  their 
fufferings  ;  but  laughed  while  under  their  torments,  and, 
mocking  thofe  who  were  the  executioners  of  them,  cheer- 
fully yielding  up  their  fouls  in  death,  as  firmly  believing,  that 
after  that  they  fhonld  live  in  them  for  ever. 

'*  For  this  opinion  is  delivered  anr^onc;  them,  that  the  bo- 
dies of  men  are  mortal,  and  that  the  fiibftance  of  them  is  not 
permanent,  but  that  their  fouls,  being  immortal,  remain  for 
ever  ;  that,  coming  out  of  the  fubtileft  and  pureft  air,  they 
are  enveloped  and  bound  up  in  their  bodies,  as  in  fo  many 
prifons,  being  attracted  to  them  by  certain  natural  allure- 
ments ;  but  that,  after  they  get  out  of  thofe  corporal  bonds, 
being  as  it  were  freed  from  a  long  fervitude,  do  rejoice  there- 
on, and  are  carried  aloft.  And  they  affirm,  agreeable  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Greeks,  that,  for  the  fouls  of  good  men,  there 
is  ordained  a  ftate  of  life  in  a  region  beyond  the  ocean,  v/hich 
is  never  molefted,  either  with  fhowers,  or  fnow,  or  raging 
heats,  but  is  ever  refreflied  with  gentle  gales  of  wind  con- 
ftantly  breathing;  from  the  ocean  :  but  to  the  fouls  of  the 
wicked  they  aiTign  a  dark  and  cold  place  for  their  abode, 
filled  with  punilhments  that  will  never  ceafe.  And  it  feems 
to  be  according  to  the  fame  notion  that  the  Greeks  afiign  to 
their  valiant  rnen,  whom  they  call  heroes  and  demigodsy  the 
fortunate  ifland  for  their  habitation  ;  but  to  the  fouls  of 
wicked  men,  the  regions  of  the  impious  in  hell.  And  hence 
it  is,  that  they  have  devifed  their  fables  of  feveral  there  pu- 
nifiied,  as  Sifyphus,  and  Tantalus,  and  Ixion,  and  Tityus, 
laying  down,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  fouls  of  men  do  live 
for  ever,  and  next  applying  this  do6trine  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  virtue  and  the  difcouragement  of  vice  and  wicked- 
nefs.  For  good  men  are  made  better  in  their  lives  by  the 
hopes  of  honour  for  the  reward  of  it  after  death,  and  evil 
men  are  reftrained  from  the  impetuofity  cf  their  courfe  in 

vvickednefs 
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wickednefsby  fear,  while  they  cxpeft,  that,  though  their  evil 
deeds  efcape  obfervation  in  this  life,  yet  after  death  they  mufl 
undergo  everlafting  punifhments  for  them.  This  is  the  divi- 
nity which  the  Effenes  teach  concerning  the  foul,  propofing 
thereby  a  bait  of  inevitable  allurement  to  all  that  have  tafted 
of  their  do£lrine. 

"  There  are  fome  of  this  fed  who  take  upon  them  to 
foretel  things  to  come,  being  bred  up  from  their  childhood  in 
the  fludy  of  their  facred  books,  and  the  fayings  of  the  pro- 
phets, and  alfo  in  the  ufe  of  various  purifications  to  qualify 
them  for  it ;  and  it  is  very  feldom  found,  that  they  fail  in 
v^^hat  they  foretel. 

*'  And  there  are  another  fort  of  Effenes,  who,  in  their  way 
of  living,  and  in  the  ufages  and  rules  of  their  orders,  exactly 
agree  with  the  others,  excepting  only  that  they  differ  from 
them  in  their  opinion  about  marriage.  For  they  reckon,  that 
thofe  that  do  not  marry  cut  off  a  great  part  from  the  number 
of  the  living,  that  is,  out  of  the  fucceflion  of  the  next  gene« 
ration,  efpecially  if  all  fhould  be  of  their  mind  ;  for  then  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  would  foon  be  extinguifhed.  But,  of 
thofe  women  whom  they  marry,  they  make  trial  for  the  term 
of  three  years  before  they  contract  with  them  ;  and  if,  through 
all  that  time,  they  find,  by  the  conftant  regular  order  of  their 
natural  courfes,  that  they  are  of  health  fit  to  bear  children, 
they  then  marry  them ;  but  they  never  lie  with  them  after 
they  are  found  to  be  with  child,  fhewing  thereby,  that  they 
do  not  marry  to  gratify  luft,  but  only  for  the  fake  of  having 
children.  When  their  women  go  to  wafh  themfelves,  they 
have  the  like  linen  garment  to  put  about  them,  which  is  above 
mentioned  to  be  given  to  the  tnen  for  the  fame  purpofe.  And 
fuch  are  the  ulages  and  manners  of  this  fe6t." 

Thus  far  Jofephus,  in  his  book  of  the  wars  of  the  Jews- 
In  his  book  of  their  Antiquities,  which  he  wrote  fome  years 
after  the  former,  he  fays  further  of  them  as  followeth. 
"  ^  Among  the  Jews  there  have  been  three  forts  of  fefts 
from  times  of  old  ;  the  Effenes,  and  the  Sadducees,  and  the 
third  fe6l,  which  are  called  Pharifees.  The  do6trine  of  the 
Effenes  afcribes  to  God  the  ordering  and  governing  of  all 
things.  They  teach,  that  the  fouls  of  men  are  immortal. 
They  hold,  that  the  attainment  of  righteoufnefs  and  juftice 
is  to  be  endeavoured  after  above  all  things.  They  fend  their 
gifts  to  the  temple,  but  they  offer  no  facrifices  there,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  different  rules  of  purity  which  they  have  inftituted 

among 
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among  themfelves  j  and  therefore,  being  excluded  the  com- 
mon temple,  they  facrifice  apart  by  themfelves  ;  otherwife, 
they  are,  in  their  manners  and  courfe  of  life,  the  beft  of  men. 
They  employ  themfelves  wholly  in  the  labour  of  agriculture. 
Their  righteoufnefs  is  worthy  of  admiration  above  all  others 
that  pretend  to  virtue,  in  which  they  do  by  no  means  give 
place  to  any,  whether  Greeks  or  Barbarians,  no,  not  in  the 
leaft:  they  have  been  long  under  engagements  never  to  be 
hindered  by  any  thing  in  their  diligent  ftudy  and  purfuit  after 
it.  Their  goods  are  all  in  common,  and  he  that  is  rich  hath 
not  the  enjoyment  of  the  things  of  his  houfe  any  more  than 
he  that  hath  nothing  at  all.  And  they  that  live  after  this  man- 
ner are  in  number  about  4000  men.  They  neither  marry 
wives,  nor  endeavour  after  the  poffeffion  of  fervants ;  their 
opinion  of  the  latter  being,  that  it  leads  to  injuftice,  by  inva- 
ding the  common  liberty  of  mankind,  and  of  the  other,  that 
it  gives  matter  for  trouble  anddifturbance.  Wherefore^  living 
by  themfelves,  they  mutually  make  ufe  of  the  fervice  of  each 
other.  They  choofe  good  men  out  of  the  number  of  their 
priefts  to  be  the  receivers  of  their  incomes,  and  the  managers 
of  the  fruits  which  their  lands  produce,  for  the  providing  of 
them  with  meat  and  drink." 

There  is  alfo  mention  made  of  them  by  Jofephus  in  another 
place,  that  is,  in  the  9th  chapter  of  the  13th  book  of  his  An- 
tiquities :  but  there  he  fpeaks  only  of  their  opinion  about 
fate.  His  words  in  that  place  are,  "  That  they  hold,  that  fate 
governs  all  things,  and  that  nothing  happens  to  man  but  by 
its  appointment." 

Philo  the  Jew  is  the  next,  or  indeed  the  firft,  that  fpeaks  of 
them.  For  he  wrote  before  Jofephus,  being  by  much  the  older 
of  the  two.  For  Jofephus  was  not  born  till  *  the  firft  year  of 
the  reign  of  Caligula  the  Roman  emperor,  A.  D.  37.  where- 
as Philo  was  at  that  time  advanced  in  years  :  for  it  was  not 
much  above  two  years  after  that  Philo  was  lent  as  head  of 
an  embafly  to  that  emperor  from  the  Alexandrian  Jews,  as  a 
perfon  that,  by  his  age  and  experience,  was  befl  qualified  for 
that  diihcult  undertaking.  But  Jofephus  being  bell  acquainted 
with  their  fed,  as  having  lived  in  judea,  and  been  there  for 
fome  time  ^  converfant  among  them,  and  under  their  difci- 
pline,  was  bell  qualified  to  write  a  true  and  exadl  account  cf 
them  ;  and  therefore  I  have  begun  with  that  which  he  hath 
given  us.  For  Pliilo,  being  a  Jew  of  Alexandria,  knew  no- 
thing of  the  Effenes  of  Judea  but  what  he  had  by  hearfay  : 
but  with  theEfTenes  of  Egypt  he  was  indeed  much  better  ac- 
quainted. 
?  Jofephus  in  Libro  de  Vita  fiia. 
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quainted.  For,  although  the  principal  feat  of  them  was  in 
Judea,  yet  there  were  alfo  of  them  in  Egypt,  and  in  all  other 
places  where  the  Jews  were  difperfed  ;  and  therefore  Philo  dif- 
tinguifhcd  this  fedl  into  the  Ellenes  of  Judea  and  Syria,  and  the 
EiTenes  of  Egypt  a.id  other  parts.  The  firft  he  called  pradical 
Eflenes,  and  the  orher  he  calls  therapeutic  or  contemplative ; 
and  of  each  he  gives  the  accounts  that  follow. 

''  ^  AmoDg  the  Jews  wiio  inhabit  Paleiline  and  Syria,  there 
are  fome  whom  they  call  Eflaeans,  being  in  number  about 
'*  4C00  men,  according  to  my  opinion.  They  have  their  name 
by  reafon  of  their  piety,  from  the  Greek  word  "Otnog^  which 
fignifieth  holy,  though  the  derivation  from  thence  be  not  made 
according  to  ihe  exact  rule  of  grammar.  And,  whereas  they 
are  mod  religious  fervors  and  worfbippers  of  God,  they  do 
not  facrifice  unto  him  any  living  creature,  but  rather  choofe  to 
form  their  minds  to  be  holy,  thereby  to  make  them  a  fit  of- 
ferirg  unto  him.  They  chiefiy  live  in  country  villages,  avoid- 
ing cities,  by  reafon  of  the  vices  that  are  familiar  among  ci- 
tizens, being  fenlible,  that,  as  the  breathing  in  a  corrupted 
air  doth  breed  difeafes,  fo  the  converfing  with  evil  company 
often  makes  an  incurable  impreflion  upon  the  fouls  of  men. 

**  Some  of  them  labour  in  Lufbandry;  others  follow  trades 
of  manufacture,  confining  themfelves  only  to  the  making  of 
fucn  things  as  are  the  utenfils  of  peace,  endeavouring  thereby 
to  benefit  both  themfelves  and  their  neighbours.  They  do  not 
treafure  up  either  filver  or  gold,  neither  do  they  provide  them- 
felves with  large  portions  of  land  out  of  a  delire  of  plentiful 
revenues,  but  feek  only  after  fuch  things  as  are  requifite  for 
the  f'jpplying  of  the  neceffaries  of  life.  They  are  in  a  man- 
ner the  only  perfons  of  all  mankind,  who  being  without  mo- 
ney, and  without  polTefficns  (and  this  by  their  own  choice  ra- 
ther than  by  the  want  of  good  fortune),  yet  reckon  themfelves 
molt  rich,  judging  their  needing  little,  and  their  being  con- 
tented with  any  thing,  to  be  (as  it  really  is)  a  great  abun- 
dance. You  fhall  not  find  any  among  their  handicraftfmen 
that  ever  put  an  hand  to  the  making  of  arrov*'s,  or  darts,  or 
fwords,  or  head-pieces,  or  corflets,  or  Ihields,  neither  do  any 
among  them  make  any  armour,  or  engines,  or  any  other  in- 
flrunients  whatfoever  that  are  made  ufc  of  in  war,  nay,  they 
will  r.ot  make  fuch  utenfils  of  peace  as  are  apt  to  be  employed 
to  do  mifchief. 

"  Merchandifing,   trafficking,  and  navigation,  they  never 

fo 

•  Philo  Judcsus  in  llbro  cui  titulus  Gmnis  Prolls  Liber,  p.  678.  edit. 
t>  Jofephus  agrees  with  him  in  this  number.    Sec  above. 
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fo  much  as  dream  of,  reje£ling  them  utterly  as  incitements  to 
covetoufneD.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fervant  among 
them,  but  they  all  mutually  help  and  lerve  eacli  other.  They 
condemn  the  domination  of  mafters  over  fervants,  not  only  as 
unjuftand  prejudicial  to  holinefs,  but  alio  as  impious,  and  de- 
flrudive  of  the  law  of  nature,  which  bringing  forth,  fay  they, 
and  nourifhing,  all  men  alike  in  the  fame  condition  of  life,  as 
a  common  mother  to  all,  hath  made  them  all  as  brothers  to 
each  other,  and  this  not  only  in  word,  but  really  and  in  deed  ; 
but  that  treacherous  covetoufnefs,  overthrowing  their  kin- 
dred, hath  produced  ftrangenefs  inftead  of  familiarity,  and 
enmity  inftead  of  friendlhip. 

**  As  to  philcfophy,  logic  they  utterly  relinquilh  to  fuch 
as  quarrel  about  words,  reckoning  it  as  ufelefs  for  the  attain- 
ment of  virtue.  And  natural  philofophy,  and  all  the  points 
thereof  (excepting  only  fo  much  as  concerns  the  being  of 
God,  and  the  original  produ£lion  of  all  things),  they  leave  to 
thofe  who  have  time  to  fpare  to  treat  of  fuch  matters,  reckon- 
ing it  to  be  above  the  power  of  man  to  attain  to  a  true  know- 
ledge of  them.  But  about  ethics,  or  moral  philofophy,  they 
are  much  converfant,  uling  therein  the  guidance  and  direction 
of  their  country  lav\7s,  which  are  fuch  as  could  never  have 
come  from  the  mind  of  man  without  a  divine  infpiration. 
Herein  they  inftrud  men  as  at  other  times,  fo  efpecially  oa 
the  feventh  day.  For  the  feventh  day  is  held  holy  by  them, 
on  which  they  delifl;  from  all  other  work,  going  on  that  day 
to  their  facred  places,  which  they  call  fynagogues,  where  they 
fit  in  order,  according  to  their  feniority  or  ftanding  in  the  fo- 
ciety,  the  juniors  taking  place  below  their  feniors,  and  all 
compofing  themfelves  with  decency  for  the  hearing  of  the 
word.  Then  one,  taking  the  Bible,  reads  out  of  it ;  and  then 
another,  being  one  of  the  moft:  lldlful,  doth  expound  what 
hath  been  fo  read,  palling  over  what  is  above  his  knowledge. 
Their  manner  of  expounding  is  moflly  by  parables,  according 
to  the  way  that  hath  been  anciently  in  ufe  among  them.  They 
are  infl;ru6ted  in  holinefs,  righteoufnefs,  juftice,  economy,  po- 
litics, in  the  knowledge  of  what  is  truly  good,  and  what  is 
evil,  and  what  is  indifferent,  v/hat  is  proper  for  them  to 
choofe,  and  vv^hat,  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  avoid.  In 
which  courfe  they  make  ufe  of  three  rules,  judging  of  all 
things  according  as  they  accord,  i.  with  the  love  of  God, 
2.  with  the  love  of  virtue,  or,  3.  with  the  love  of  their 
neighbour.  Of  their  love  to  God  they  give  a  multitude  of 
demonftralions;  as,  for  inftance,  their  conftant  and  unalterable 
courfe  of  chaitity  their  whole  life  through,  their  abllaining 
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from  all  fvvearing,  their  never  fpeaking  a  lie,  and  their  al- 
ways afcribing  to  God  the  caule  of  all  good,  and  never  making 
him  the  author  of  that  which  is  evil.  Of  their  love  to  virtue 
they  give  inftances,  in  their  not  being  covetous,  in  their  not 
being  ambitious,  in  their  renouncing  of  pleafures,  in  their 
continence,  in  their  patience,  in  their  plainnefs,  in  their  need- 
injj  little,  in  their  being  content  with  any  thing,  in  their  mo- 
deiiy,  in  their  reverence  for  the  laws,  in  their  ftability  of 
mind,  and  other  fuch  like  virtues.  And,  laftly,  of  their  love 
to  their  neighbour,  they  give  inftances  in  their  benevolence, 
in  their  equal  carriage  to  all,  which  is  greater  than  can  be 
well  expreffed,  and  in  their  holding  all  that  they  have  in 
common  ;  of  which  it  will  not  be  unfeafonable  here  to  fpeak 
a  little. 

"  Firft,  therefore,  no  man's  hcufe  is  properly  his  own, 
but  every  man  of  the  fe^l,  that  (hall  come  to  it,  hath  an 
equal  intereft  therein.  For,  as  they  live  together  in  fodalities, 
eating  and  drinking  at  the  fame  com.mon  table,  fo  they  there 
provide  entertainment  for  all  of  the  fraternity  that  Ihall  come 
thither  to  them  from  any  other  place.  There  is  one  common 
treafury  belonging  to  them  all,  from  whence  the  expences  of 
clothes  and  provifions  are  furnifhed  in  common  for  all  the 
community,  according  to  the  feveral  fodalities  into  which  they 
are  diftributed.  Their  way  of  cohabiting  together  under  the 
fame  roof,  of  eating  together  of  the  fame  viduals,  and  fitting 
together  at  the  fame  table,  is  fuch,  as  is  no  w^here  elfe  to  be 
found  thus  eftabliftied,  or  any  thing  ^  like  it.  What  they 
gain  by  their  daily  labour,  they  keep  not  to  themfelves,  but 
bring  it  all  into  the  common  ftock,  from  whence  provifion  is 
made  for  the  ufe  and  common  utility  of  all  of  the  fed.  And,  if 
any  among  them  fall  lick,  they  do  not  neglect  them,  as  fuch  4hat 
can  get  nothing,  but  have  all  things  that  are  neceffary  for  the 
recovering  of  them  again  to  their  health  always  ready  provided 
for  them  out  of  the  common  ftock  ;  fo  that  they  take  hereof, 
with  all  freedom,  as  plentifully  as  they  ftiall  think  fit.  Great 
honour  and  reverence  is  paid  to  the  elder  men  of  the  fociety 
by  the  juniors,  who  take  care  of  them  in  fuch  manner,  as 
truly  begotten  children  do  of  their  parents,  adminiftering 
unto  them,  both  with  their  hands  and  their  counfels,  witli 
all  plentifulnefs,  whatfoever  may  be  neceflary  for  their  com- 
fortable fupport  in  their  old  age." 

Thus 

"  The  way  of  the  Lacedemonrans,  in  eating  together  at  common 
tables,  and  in  Itt  companies,  feems  raoft  like  it.  See  Plutarch  in  th" 
Life  of  Lycurgus. 
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Thus  far  PMIo,  concerning  thofe  whom  he  calls  pra6lical 
Eflenes.  Of  thofe  v/hom  he  calls  the  contemplative,  ^  he  faith 
as  followeth. 

^*  Having  fpoken  of  the  ElTenes  that  lead  a  pracllcal  life,  I 
come  next  to  treat  of  thofe  Vv'ho  embrace  the  contemplative. 
The  nnen  among  them  are  called  Therapeutae,  and  the  women 
Therapeiitides,  agreeable  to  their  profeflion,  either  as  they  pro- 
fefs  the  art  of  phjfic  (not  that  commonly  pra6lifed,  whereby 
the  bodies  of  men  arc  cured,  but  a  much  more  valuable  phyfic, 
whereby  they  cure  the  fouls  of  men  of  difeafes  much  more  ob- 
ftinate,  difficult,  and  harder  to  be  removed,  thofe  which  they 
have  brought  upon  themfelves  by  voluptuoufnefs,  concupif- 
cence,  grief,  fears,  covetoufaefs,  follies,  injuftice,  and  by  an  in- 
numerable company  of  other  paffions  and  vices),  or  elfe  they  have 
this  name,  becaufe  they  have  learned  from  the  law  of  nature, 
and  the  facred  laws  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  ^  to  worlhip  and  ferve 
that  Being,  which  is  better  than  good,  more  uncompounded 
than  the  number  of  one,  and  more  ancient  than  unity  itfelf. 

'*  They  that  enter  into  this  therapeutic  profeffion  do  not  do 
it  as  led  thereto  by  any  prevailing  cuftom,  or  by  the  perfuafion 
of  others,  but,  being  wholly  drawn  to  it  by  an  heavenly  love, 
are  under  an  enthuliaftlc  impulfe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Bacchinals  and  Coryhantes,  in  the  celebration  of  their  fefti- 
vals,  till  they  have  attained  to  this  their  defired  ftate  of  con- 
templation ;  and  thereon,  as  if  they  had  done  with  this  mortal 
life,  through  their  deiire  after  that  which  is  immortal  and  ever 
blefled,  they  relinquiih  all  their  worldly  goods  and  poffeirions 
to  their  fons  or  their  daughters,  or  their  other  relations,  deli- 
vering to  them  the  inheritance  thereof  by  a  voluntary  choice ; 
and,  if  they  have  no  relations,  they  then  give  them  to  theii 
friends  and  acquaintance.  And,  when  they  have  thus  divefled 
themfelves  of  all  their  worldly  fubflance,  as  being  now  no 
longer  with-held  by  any  enticement,  they  flee  from  their 
homes  v/ithout  any  more  looking  back,  leaving  their  brothers, 
their  children,  their  wives,  their  parents,  and  all  their  kindred, 
how  rmmerous  foever,  as  alfo  the  fociety  of  their  friends  and 
countrymen,  among  whom  they  have  been  born  and  bred,  be- 
caufe their  converfatlon,  lliould  they  ftlll  flay  with  them, 
would  be  a  llrong  and  pov/erful  allurement  to  draw  them 
away  from  this  purpofe. 

**  They  do  not  leave  one  city,  to  go  to  another,  like  mife- 
rable  or  wicked  fcrvants,  w^ho,  having  obtained  of  thofe  that 

Vol.  III.  B  b  own 

""  Philo  de  Vita  Conicmpbtiv.i,  p.  688.  edit,  coh  Alloh. 
t'  For  the  word  e-pc<.7rl-jTK  figniaclii  a  vvorOiippcr,  or  a  ll'iTOjit,  as  well 
^C  a  phyHcian. 
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Ovvn  them  to  be  fold  to  fome  other  perfon,  gain  thereby  only 
the  change  of  mafierb',  not  the  recovery  of  their  liberty.  For 
all  cities,  even  thofe  that  are  governed  by  the  belt  laws,  are 
full  of  tumult  and  trouble,  which  no  one  that  hath  addifted 
himfelf  to  this  way  of  philofophy  can  afterwards  bear.  And 
therefore  they  rather  choofe  to  make  their  abode  without  the 
walls  of  cities,  in  gardens,  and  villages,  and  lone  country  ha- 
bitations, feeking  Iblitude,  not  out  of  an  afFefted  hatred  to 
mankind,  but  for  the  avoiding  of  the  mixing  with  men  of  dif- 
ferent manners,  knowing  it  to  be  unprofitable  and  hurtful. 

"  This  fort  of  men  are  difperfed  throughout  many  ^  parts  of 
the  world  (for  it  is  requifite  that  both  Greeks  and  Barbarians 
fhould  partake  of  fo  excellent  a  benefit),  but  Egypt  abounds 
moll  with  them  throughout  all  its  ^  provinces,  but  moft  of  all 
about  Alexandria.  But  from  all  places  the  principal  men  of 
them  retire,  as  into  their  own  proper  country,  into  a  place 
which  they  have  near  the  lake  of  ^  Maria,  fituated  upon  a  gentle 
rifing  hill,  very  commodious  for  them,  both  for  its  convenience 
in  affording  them  there  a  fafe  dwelling,  and  aifo  for  the  whole- 
fomenefs  of  its  air.  The  houfes  of  thofe  who  were  come  toge- 
ther are  built  in  a  very  frugal  and  mean  manner,  they  having 
their  covering  fitted  only  for  two  neceflary  things,  that  is,  to 
keep  them  from  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  fummer,  and  from  the 
cold  of  the  air  in  winter  :  neither  are  they  built  near  each 
other,  as  in  cities  ;  for  this  would  be  irkfome  and  difpleafmg 
to  men  defiring  and  feeking  after  folitude  :  neither  are  they 
far  afunder,  becanfe  they  love  at  times  to  converfe  together, 
and  alfo,  that  they  may  the  eafier  unite  for  their  mutual  de^ 
fence,  if  they  Ihould  happen  at  any  time  to  be  invaded  by 
thieves. 

**  Each  of  them  hath  in  his  cottage  a  little  chapel,  which 
they  call  Semnevm,  or  Monajierium,  in  which  every  one  of 
them  doth,  alone  by  himfelf,  perform  all  the  myfteries  of  an 
holy  life,  bringing  in  thither,  at  no  time,  either  drink  or  meat, 
or  any  other  of  the  neceffarles  ufed  fot  the  fupport  of  the 
body,  but  only  the  law  and  the  divine  oracles  of  the  pro- 
phets, and  hynnns,  and  fuch  other  like  things,  whereby  know- 
ledge and  piety  are  increafed  and  perfe£led.  They  have  God 
in  perpetual  remembrance,  fo  that,  even  in  their  dreams,  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  beauties  and  excellencies,  of  divine  powers 

run 

^  That  is,  wherever  the  Hell^niftical  Jews  were  difperfed  among  the 
nations  of  the  world. 

^  Thefe  provinces  were  called  No/t^oj. 

^  This  lake  is  called  Mareotis  by  Pt<i]emy,  and  Marea  by  Strabo.  It; 
I'cs  near  Alexandria,  being  .^c  nnilcs  broad,  and  loo  in  circumference. 


BOOK  V,  THE    OLD    AND    NEW   TESTAMENT.  377 

run  in  their  fancies,  infomuch  that  feveral  of  them,  while 
they  fleep,  do,  in  their  dreams,  deliver  many  excellent  fa}^- 
ings  of  divine  philofophy. 

"  Their  conitant  ufage  is,  to  pray  twice  every  day,  that  is 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening.  At  tlie  rifing  of  the  fun, 
they  pray  that  God  would  give  his  blefliiig  upon  the  day,  that 
true  bleffirig  whereby  their  minds  may  be  filled  with  heavenly 
light ;  and,  at  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  that  their  minds,  being 
wholly  difburdened  of  their  fenfes,  and  all  fenfible  things, 
may,  in  its  retirements  into  itfelf,  find  out  truth.  All  the  in- 
terval of  time,  from  morning  to  evening,  they  fpend  in  the 
ftudy  and  contemplation  of  divine  things.  For,  exercifing 
themfelves  in  the  moil  holy  fcriptures,  they  philofophife  upon 
them  after  their  country  manner,  expounding  them  allegori- 
cally.  For  they  fuppofe,  tha^  the  words  are  only  notes  and 
marks  of  fome  things  of  myftical  nature,  which  are  to  be  ex- 
plained figuratively. 

"  They  have  among  them  the  writings  of  fome  ancients, 
who,  being  principal  leaders  of  their  fed,  have  left  them  many 
monuments  of  that  learning,  which  confifts  in  dark  and  fecret 
expreffions,  which  they,  ufing  as  original  patterns,  do  imitate 
that  way  of  ftudy.  And  they  do  not  only  fpend  their  time  in 
contemplation,  but  they  alfo  compofe  fongs  and  hyains  in  the 
praife  of  God,  of  all  forts  of  metre,  and  mufical  verfes,  which 
they  write  in  grave  and  feemly  rhymes. 

"  Six  days  of  the  week  they  thus  continue  apart  by  them- 
felves in  the  little  chapel  above  mentioned,  and  there  give 
themfelves  wholly  up  to  the  contemplation  of  divine  philofo- 
phy, without  going  out  of  doors,  or  as  much  as  looking  abroad 
all  that  time.  On  the  feventh  day,  they  meet  together  in  a 
public  folemn  affembly,  and  there  fit  down  together,  accord- 
ing *  to  their  feniority,  in  a  decent  manner,  with  both  their 
hands  under  their  garment,  that  is,  their  right-hand  upon  the 
part  between  their  chin  and  their  bread,  and  the  left  let  down 
hy  their  fide.  Then  one  of  the  beft  learned  of  them,  ftand- 
ing  forth,  difcourfeth  to  them,  with  a  grave  compofed  coun- 
tenance, and  a  grave  ferious  voice,  fpeaking  with  reafon  and 
prudence,  and  not  making  oftentation  of  eloquence,  as  the 
rhetoricians  and  fophifts  now  do,  but  fearching  into  and  ex- 
pounding all  things,  with  that  exa^lnefs  of  thought,  as  that 
it  doth  not  only  for  the  prefent  captivate  the  ears,  but,  by 
being  thus  heard,  enters  ii)to  the  foul,  and  there  makes  lafting 
impreflions  upon  it.  While  this  perfon  thus  fpeaks,  all  the  rcfl 

B  b  2  give 

^  Thiithey  reckon  according  to  the  time  of  tlieir  admiflion  into  th# 
i^Qciety,  not  according  to  their  age. 
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give  attention  with  filence,  exprefling  their  approbation  only 
with  the  motions  of  their  eyes  and  their  head. 

"  The  fynagogue,  or  common  place  of  aflembly,  where 
they  meet  every  feventh  day,  hath  -  two  diftincl  inelofures 
and  apartments  in  it,  the  one  affigned  for  the  men,  and  the 
other  for  the  women ;  for  it  is  their  cuftom,  that  the  women 
that  are  of  the  fame  fe£t  and  inftitution  ihould  aUb  be  audi- 
tors in  thefe  affemblies.  The  partition  wall  which  feparates 
thefe  two  inelofures  is  built  up  three  or  four  cubits  high 
from  the  ground,  after  the  manner  of  a  parapet,  the  reft  lies 
open  to  the  top  of  the  room.  All  which  is  thus  contrived 
for  the  fake  of  tu'^o  conveniences  ;  the  lirlf  to  prote6l  that 
decent  modeffcy  which  is  naturally  belonging  to  the  female 
fex  ;  the  other,  that,  while  ^ley  fit  in  that  auditory,  they 
may  eafily  hear  what  is  there  difcourfed,  nothing  coming  be- 
tween to  hinder  the  voice  of  him  that  fpeaketh  from  reaching 
10  them. 

*'  Having  laid  temperance  as  a  certain  foundation  in  their 
fouls,  they  build  thereupon  all  other  virtues.  They  take 
neither  meat  nor  drink  before  fun  be  fet:  for  they  hold  it  re- 
quifite  to  employ  the  day  in  the  iludy  of  philofophy,  and  the 
night  in  the  making  of  necelTary  provifion  for  the  body ;  fo 
that  they  allot  the  whole  day  for  the  former,  and  only  afmall 
part  of  the  night  for  the  latter.  Some  of  them,  in  whom  is 
a  more  than  ordinary  tiiirll  after  knowledge,  forget  to  take 
any  fuftenance  for  three  ^  days  together;  and  others  there  are 
who  are  fo  delighted  and  fed  with  feafting  on  wifdom,  which 
gives  to  them  of  its  doctrine  richly  and  plentifully,  that  they 
fometimes  hold  out  double  the  time,  and,  for  ^  fix  days  to- 
gether, fcarce  tafte  of  any  necelTary  food,  being  nourifhed,  as 
they  fay  a  fort  of  grafshoppers  are,  by  the  air  in  which  they 
live,  the  melody  of  their  hymns,  as  I  fuppofe,  rendering  the 
want  of  food  eafy  and  fupportable  unto  them.  They  look- 
ing on  the  feventh  day  to  be  all  holy  and  all  feftival,  do  think 
it  v/orthy  of  extraordinary  honour.  On  that  day,  after  ha- 
ving firft  taken  due  care  of  their  fouls,  they  refrefh  and  noa- 
rifn  their  bodies,  then  relaxing  to  themfelves  their  daily  la- 
bour, as  they  do  to  their  working  cattle.  They  eat  not  any 
thing  that  is  fumptuous  or  dainty,  but  only  coarfe  bread; 
their  fauce  is  only  fait,  and  they  that  are  of  a  nicer  flomach 

mingle 

^  The  fynagogues  of  the  Jews  are  thus  formed  even  to  this  day,  their 
women  fitting  together  in  a  place  inclofed  apart  from  the  men. 

b  Phi!o  fcerv.s  here  to  hyperbolize,  it  not  being  p^fiible  that  nature 
could  be  fiipporttd  by  fuch  long  fafts  as  for  iix  days  to3€thf:r,»or  threq 
either. 
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mingle  fome  hyflbp  with  it ;  their  drink  is  only  water  from 
the  river.  And  thus  they  appeafe  the  two  domineering  mif- 
trefles  which  nature  hatli  fubjeiSted  all  mankind  to,  that  is, 
hunger  and  thiril,  offering  nothing  to  gratify  them,  but  only 
what  is  nccedary  for  the  fupport  of  life ;  for  they  eat  only 
to  alTuag^  hunger,  and  drink  only  to  quench  their  tliirft,  avoid- 
ing fuUr.efs  of  llomach  as  that  which  is  hurtful  both  to  foul 
and  body. 

**  And  whereas  there  are  two  forts  of  coverings  for  the 
body,  that  is,  houfe  and  clothes  ;  as  to  their  hoafes,  it  hath 
been  fpoken  to  before,  that  they  are  mean,  and  built  with- 
out art,  as  made  only  to  ferve  the  prefent  necefTary  ufes  ; 
fo  likewife,  as  to  their  clothes,  they  have  only  fuch  as  are 
mod  commodious  to  keep  out  cold  and  heat,  they  ufing  for 
this  purpofe  a  thick  coarfe  garment  inllead  of  furs  in  the  win- 
ter, and  a  fnort  coat  without  lleeves,  or  a  linen  vefiment,  ia 
fummer.  They  univerfally  exercife  themfelves  in  modefty  ; 
and,  looking  on  faldty  to  be  the  mother  of  arrogance,  and 
truth  to  be  the  mother  of  modefly,  tiiey  hold  each  of  tl'eni 
to  have  the  nature  of  a  fountain;  for  there  flov/  from  falfity, 
fay  they,  many  various  forts  of  evils,  and  from  truth  abun- 
dance of  good,  both  human  and  divine." 

Thus  far  Philo  of  his  contemplative  Effaeans.  He  liatli 
afterwards  a  defcription  of  their  behaviour  at  their  great 
feftivals  ;  which  being  very  long,  fhould  I  give  tlie  whole  of 
it,  I  fhould  be  too  tedious  to  the  reader ,  and  1  fear  I  have 
been  too  much  fo  already  concerning  this  matter.  I  fhall 
therefore  here  only  add  an  abllracf  of  it  as  i^)iloweih. 

Thefe  Therapeurse,  or  contemplative  iiiTseans,  celebrate 
every  ^  feventh  Sabbath  as  a  great  feftival,  when,  being  call- 
ed together  by  an  olTicer  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  all  of 
each  congregation  meet  together  in  a  common  hall :  for,  they 
being  divided  into  feveral  diftin6f  congregations,  each  congre- 
gation hath  its  dillin^l  hall,  in  which  they  meet  together  on 
all  fuch  occafions.  When  they  are  come  together  on  this  call, 
being  all  in  white  garments,  they  range  themfelves  in  order 
with  great  gravity ;  and,  after  having  faid  grace,  fit  down, 
taking  their  place  each  after  other,  according  to  the  feniori- 

Bb3  ty 

*  The  firO:  great  feftival  among  the  Jews  is  their  pifTover ;  fevcn 
weeks  numbered  from  tlumce  bri  .gs  them  to  their  Pentecoll,  or  fcafi: 
of  weeks  ;  from  thence  this  fet5t  continued  to  number  ftill  fevcn  weeks 
on,  and  every  fcventh  Sunday  was  a  new  feftival  with  them,  till,  by 
repeating  itfcven  times  over,  they  concluded  the  yeir,  and  then  he^ui\ 
again  from  the  palTcver  the  fame  round  as  before. 
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ty  of  their  adauflion  into  the  fe6l.  The  men  fit  on  the  right- 
hand  fide  of  the  hall  by  themfelves,  and  the  women  by  them- 
felves  on  the  other  fide  :  for  thefe  Effenes  have  women  alfo 
among  them  of  the  elder  fort,  and  fuch  only  as  have  been 
virgins  from  their  youth.  They  are  not  attended  on  at  their 
feafts  by  fervants  ;  for  they  have  none  fuch,  looking  on  fer- 
vitude  to  be  againft  the  law  of  nature  ;  according  to  which, 
they  fay,  all  men  are  born  free ;  and  therefore  they  are  mi- 
niftered  to  in  all  things  by  freemen,  fuch  as  are  of  the  juniors 
of  their  fociety.  Of  thefe  fome  being  chofen  for  every  mi- 
niftration,  adminiller  therein  to  the  reft  all  manner  of  help 
and  fervice,  with  the  fame  care  and  affedlion  as  children  do 
to  their  parents.  Thefe  ferve  at  the  tables  with  their  gar- 
ments let  down  at  their  full  length,  and  not  girded  up  about 
them  after  the  manner  of  fervants,  that  fo  they  may  appear 
to  minifler  as  freemen,  and  not  as  flaves.  At  thefe  feafts  they 
drink  no  wine,  but  only  pure  water ;  thofe  of  the  elder  fort, 
who  have  weak  ftomachs,  drink  it  warm,  all  the  reft:  drink 
it  cold.  They  eat  no  fiefli,  their  repaft  being,  as  on  other 
days,  *  only  bread,  fait,  and  hyflbp.  They  abftain  from 
wine,  as  reckoning  it  to  be  a  fort  of  poifon  that  leads  men 
into  madnefs,  and  from  all  plentiful  fare,  as  that  which 
breeds  and  irritates  inordinate  and  beaftly  appetites  in  the 
mind.  While  they  thus  fit  at  meal,  there  is  obferved  a  mofl: 
exad:  filence,  none  making  the  leaft  noife  ;  and,  when  they 
have  done  eating,  one  of  them  propofeth  a  queftion  out  of 
the  holy  writ,  which  another  anfwers,  imparting  what  he 
knows  plainly,  without  affeftation,  or  aiming  at  praife.  All 
the  reft  are  attentive  to  what  is  faid,  fignifying  only  by  figns, 
cxprefled  by  the  motions  of  the  head  or  the  hand,  their  ap- 
probation or  difapprobation  of  what  is  delivered.  All  thefe 
difcourfes  are  allegorical :  for  their  notion  is,  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  have  the  fimilitude  of  a  living  man,  which  confifts  of 
body  and  foul ;  the  literal  fenfe,  they  fay,  refembles  the  body, 
and  the  myftical  fenfe  which  lies  under  it,  the  foul;  and  in  that 
the  life  of  the  whole  confifts  :  and  therefore  their  ftudy  is  to 
find  out  a  myftical  fenfe  for  every  text  delivered  in  the  holy 
fcrlptures.  The  prefident  determines  when  enough  is  faid, 
and  whether  the  queftion  be  fully  anfvvered  or  not,  adding 
what  lie  thinks  proper  further  to  difcourfe  of  on  the  point. 
Whereon,  all  applauding  what  he  faith,  her ifeth  up,  and  begins 

an 


""  Here  Pbilo  feems  again  to  hyperbolize,  it  being  fcarce  poflible  to 
•ippoit  nature  with  iuch  fcantv  and  mean  fair. 
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an  hymn  in  the  praife  of  God,  compofed  either  by  himfelf  or 
fome  of  the  ancients  before  him  ;  and  all  the  reft  join  with  him 
herein.  And  thus  they  fpend  the  afternoon  in  difcourfing  of  di- 
vine things,  and  in  finging  of  pfalms  and  hymns,  till  fupper 
time,  and  then  the  waiters  bring  in,  for  their  fupper,  bread 
and  fait,  and  hyflbp,  as  before.  After  fupper  is  over,  they  arife 
from  table,  and  then  dividing  themfelves  into  two  companies, 
one  of  the  men,  andtheother  of  the  women,  eachchoofeth  their 
precentor,  and  fpend  the  whole  night  following  in  finging  of 
hymns  in  all  forts  of  metre  and  mufic  to  the  praife  of  God, 
fometimes  alternatively  in  parts,  and  fometimes  as  in  a  chorus 
all  together.  And  thus  they  continue  doing  till  the  morning 
light ;  on  the  appearance  of  which,  turning  their  faces  towards 
the  rifing  fun,  they  pray  unto  God  to  give  them  an  happy  day 
and  the  light  of  truth.  After  which,  breaking  up  the  alTem- 
bly,  they  all  return  each  to  his  particular  apartment,  there  to 
employ  themfelves  either  in  contemplation  or  in  the  work  of 
hufbandry,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 

What  Pliny  faith  of  this  feft,  is  what  I  am  next  to  lay  before 
the  reader.  The  account  which  he  gives  of  them,  ^  is  as  fol- 
loweth.  "  On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  lake  Afphaltites  dwell 
the  EfTenes,  feating  themfelves  inwardly  from  it  to  avoid  the 
ihore  as  hurtful  to  them.  They  are  the  alone  fort  of  men, 
and  herein,  above  all  others  in  the  world,  to  be  admired,  that 
live  without  women,  without  the  ufe  of  copulation,  without 
money,  feeding  upon  the  fruit  of  the  palm-tree.  They  are 
daily  recruited  by  the  refort  of  new  comers  to  them,  in  a 
number  equal  to  thofe  they  lofe,  many  flocking  to  them  whom 
the  furges  of  ill- fortune  having  made  weary  of  the  world,  do 
drive  them  to  take  llielter  in  their  inftitution  and  manner  of 
life.  And  thus  for  feveral  thoufands  of  years  (it  is  incredible 
to  be  faid),  this  people  is  perpetually  propagated  without  any 
being  born  among  them,  fo  fruitful  and  prolific  unto  them  is 
the  repentance  of  others  as  to  their  lives  paft." 

Thus  far  I  have  given  the  feveral  accounts  of  the  three  au- 
thors above  mentioned  concerning  this  fed,  as  far  as  I  can  make 
them  plainly  fpeak  in  the  Englilh  language.  Porphyry,  Eufe- 
bius,  Epiphanius,  and  feveral  others  of  the  ancients,  have  alfo 
fpoken  of  them  ;  but  all  that  they  have  faid  on  this  fubjed  be- 
ing taken  out  of  oneof  thefe  three  authors,  who  are  the  ancienteil 
that  have  written  hereof,  in  giving  thefe  three  I  give  all  the 
reft.  And  I  have  inferted  at  large  what  thefe  ttiree  authors 
fay  of  this  fed,  not  only  that  a  full  view  may  hereby  be  given 
the  reader  of  this  very  extraordinary  order  of  men,  but  efpccially^ 
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to  obviate  the  wron^  ufe  that  is  made  of  their  relations  concern- 
ing  them,  firft  by  the  Romanills,  and  fecondly  by  the  Deifts. 

I.  For  firft,  the  Romanifts  laying  hold  of  an  handle  offered 
them  by  ^  Eufebius,  from  the  account  given  by  Philo  of  the 
contemplative  Effenes,  whom  he  calls  Therapeutje,  argue  from 
thence,  that  tiiey  were  Chriftian  monks  formed  into  that  order 
by  St  Mark,  v/ho  was  the  firft  founder  of  the  Chriftian  church 
at  Alexandria,  and  from  hence  drew  an  argument  for  the  divine 
inftitution  of  monkifm. ;  and  Be]larmin  and  Baronius,  two  of  the 
greatelt  champions  that  have  written  in  their  caufe,  go  in  here- 
to. It  is  true  Eufebius  hath  faid,  that  thofe  Therapeuta^  were 
Chriftian  monks  inftituted  by  St  Mark  ;  and  fo  he  hath  faid 
many  other  things  without  judgement  ar  truth.  And,  bad 
thefe  two  great  men  been  free  from  the  intereft  and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  party  they  were  of,  they  would  never  have  faid 
this  after  him.  In  other  particulars  they  arc  forward  enough 
to  condemn  him,  efpecially  ^  Baronius,  but,  for  the  fake  of 
their  beloved  monkery,  they  follow  him  in  this,  which  is  the 
ubfurdeft  of  all.  What  they  or  their  followers  fay  of  this 
matter  is  all  built  upon  what  Philo  hath  written  of  his  The- 
rapeutae,  (for  no  one  elfe  hath  faid  any  thing  of  this  fort  of 
Eftenes  but  he  only).  And  what  can  be  a  greater  confuta- 
tion of  the  whole  of  it  than  the  very  words  of  Philo  '^  concern- 
ing them  which  are  all  above  recited  ?  For  they  manifeftly 
prove,  firft,  that  thefe  Therapeutce  could  not  be  Chriftians, 
and,  fecondly,  that  they  were  moft  certainly  Jews. 

And  firft,  they  manifeftly  prove  that  they  could  not  be  Chrif- 
tians  ;  for  they  fpeak  of  thefe  Therapeutic  as  of  a  fe£l:  of  long 
ftanding  in  Egypt,  and  tell  us,  that  they  had  hymns  and  wri- 
tings among  them  of  ancient  date,  compofed  in  times  of  old  by 
f'jch  as  were  principal  leaders  of  their  fe61: ;  that  they  were 
difperfed  not  only  through  all  the  provitices  of  Egypt,  but  alfo 
among  the  Greeks  ar,d  Barbarians  all  the  w^orld  over.  But  no- 
thing of  all  this  could  be  faid  of  Chriftian  n)onks  when  Philo  ^ 
wrote  that  book  wherein  he  treats  of  this  fe£l.  For,  Philo  be- 
ing an  elderly  man  when  he  went  on  ^  an  embaffy  to  Rome 
from  the  Jews  of  Alexandria,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ^g,  which 

was 
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^  i^oronius  faith  of  Eufi'bius  more  than  orcc,  that  he  was  temporuvz 
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was  but  fix  years  after  Clirifl's  death,  it  is  moll  likely  this  book 
was  written  before  the  Chriftian  church  was  eredled,  or  at  moft 
within  10  years  after ;  but  fuppofing  it  20,  yea  40,  if  you  pleafe, 
this  would  be  too  fliort  a  time  for  fuch  focicties  of  Ciiriftians 
to  be  formed  and  fettled  in  fuch  regular  manner  as  Philo  de- 
fcribes,  not  only  through  ail  Egypt,  but  alfo  among  the  Greeks 
and  Barbarians  all  the  world  over,  that  is,  wherever  the  Jews 
were  fettled  in  their  difperfions  among  the  nations  (for  this 
is  all  that  can  be  meant  by  Philo).  But,  fuppofmg  this  pof- 
lible,  how  could  they  be  faid  to  have  hymns  and  wrjtings 
compofed  by  ancient  leaders  of  their  fe^lj  when  their  fe6l  it- 
felf  was  not  above  ten,  or  twenty,  or  at  moft  forty  years  Hand- 
ing ;  and  their  rigorous  obfervance  of  the  fevcntb  day  further 
proveth  that  they  could  not  be  Chriftians  ;  for  the  Chriftian 
w^eekly  day  of  woriliip  is  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  not 
the  feventh.  And  the  Chriftian  dodtrinc  enjoineth  no  fuch 
fuperftitious  rigour,  as  tha^  wherewith  thefe  inen  obferved 
that  day.  For  Chrift  himfelf  condemned  it,  ^  that  man  was 
not  made  for  the  Sabbath,  but  the  Sabbath  for  man,  that  is, 
for  his  benefit,  firft,  in  ealing  him  on  that  day  from  his  labour 
and  toil  after  the  things  of  this  world,  and,  fecondly,  in  giving 
him  a  fit  time  thereby  to  take  care  of  his  intereft  in  the  world 
to  come,  in  worftiipping  his  God,  and  performing  all  the  other 
duties  of  religion  towards  him,  which  may  recommend  him 
to  his  mercy  and  favour. 

1.  And  therefore,  fecondly,  that  thefe  Therapeutae  obferved 
the  feventh  day,  and  with  fuch  fuperftitious  rigour  as  Philo 
defcribes,  this  manifeftly  proves,  that  they  were  of  the  Jewifti 
religion  ;  and  Philo  plainly  tells  us  as  much,  in  that  he  faith 
of  them,  that  they  were  the  difciples  of  Mofes,  (for  fo  he  calls 
them  in  his  introduction  to  thofe  words  of  his,  of  which  I 
have  above  given  an  abftraft) ;  and  there  alfo  he  faith  of  them, 
that  they  obferved  their  feftivals,  and  formed  their  rules  for 
the  celebration  of  them  according  to  Mofes's  inftitution.  This 
therefore  was  none  other  than  a  Jewifh  fort  of  monkifm  :  for 
Chriftian  monkifm  had  not  its  being  till  many  years  after :  for. 

It  had  its  beginning  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  250  :  then 
^  Paul,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  country  of  Thebals  in  Egypr, 
to  avoid  theDecian  pevfecution,  lied  into  the  adjoining  delert; 
and,  fixing  his  abode  in  a  cave,  there  firft  of  all  Chriftians  be- 
gan the  practice  of  an  afcetic  life,  in  which  he  continued  90 
years,  being  of  the  age  of  113  at  the  time  of  his  death.  About 
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20  years  after  his  thus  retiring  to  this  place,  (he  being  by  that 
time  grown  very  famous  for  the  religious  and  hermitical  fort 
of  life  which  he  had  addifted  himfelf  to),  Antony,  another 
young  gentleman  of  the  fame  province,  being  excited  by  the 
fame  hereof  to  follow  his  example,  retired  into  the  fame 
defert,  and  there  devoted  himfelf  to  the  like  courfe  of  life. 
And  many  others,  after  a  while,  out  of  the  like  zeal  of  devo- 
tion, retiring  to  him,  he  formed  them  into  a  body  ;  and,  be- 
coming their  abbot,  he  prefcribed  them  a  rule,  and  governed 
them  by  it  many  years  ;  for  he  lived  to  a  very  great  age. 
And,  from  this  beginning,  all  the  monkifm  of  the  Chiillian 
world  had  its  original.  For  Chrift  and  his  apollles  never 
prefcribed  any  fuch  thing,  neither  is  it  confiftent  with  the  re- 
ligion they  taught.  God  never  made  any  of  us  for  lazy  and 
ufelefs  contemplation  only.  His  providence  is  over  all  his 
■works,  and  every  one  of  us  are  bound,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
to  be  the  inflruments  thereof,  in  bearing  each  his  part  for  the 
fupport  of  the  whole  in  that  flation  of  life,  whatever  it  be, 
which  God  hath  called  us  unto.  And  for  every  man  to  do 
his  duty  in  this  ftation  of  life,  with  the  bell  of  his  power,  for 
the  honour  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  neighbour,  with  faith 
in  Chrift  for  the  reward  of  his  faithfulnefs  and  diligence  herein, 
is  the  fum  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  And  whoever  is  thus  dili- 
gent and  faithful  in  his  noneil  calling,  how  mean  foever  it  be, 
is  by  fo  doing,  as  much  ferving  God,  as  when  at  his  prayers, 
provided  that,  while  he  doth  the  one,  he  doth  not  leave  the 
other  undone. 

II.  Another  wrong  ufe  of  the  words  of  thofe  three  authors 
above  recited,  is  made  by  the  infidel  Deifts  of  our  time.  They 
pretend  to  find  in  them  an  agreement  between  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, and  the  documents  of  the  Efienes  ;  and  therefore  would 
infer,  that  Chrift  and  his  followers  were  no  other  than  a  fed: 
branched  out  from  that  of  the  Efienes.  And  for  thefe  chiefly 
is  it,  that  I  have  given  at  large  all  that  thefe  three  authors 
have  written  of  that  fe6l ;  which  is  all  that  is  authentically 
laid  of  them.  And  let  thefe  infidels  make  the  moft  of  it  they 
can.  Though  they  fearch  all  thefe  accounts  of  this  fed  thorough 
to  the  utnioft,  can  any  of  the  proper  doctrines  of  Chriftianity 
be  found  in  any  part  of  them  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  them  of 
the  two  Chriftian  facraments  ?  Is  there  any  thing  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  by  the  Mefliah,  or  of  the  eredling  of 
his  fpiritual  kingdom  here  on  earth  ?  Or  were  any  of  the  pe- 
culiar documents  or  ufages  of  that  fed.  ever  ingrafted  into 
Chriftianity  ?  The  common  tables,  I  confefs,  wliich  were  at 
firft  fet  up  by  the  apoltles,  bear  fome  refemblance  to  thofe  of 

the 
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the  Eflenes.  But  this  was  never  made  a  law  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  as  it  was  of  the  fed  of  the  Effenes,  or  ever  as  much 
as  recommended  by  it  ;  only  it  was  pradifed  for  a  fliort  while 
in  the  firfl  gatherings  of  the  Chriftian  church,  but  when  it 
increafed  and  grew  up,  this  ufage  was  dropped,  and  wholly 
difcontinued,  as  being  no  longer  prafticable.  hi  thofe  moral 
duties  which  the  Ellencs  practifed  and  taught,  t'iey  there  indeed 
agree  with  Chriftians,  and  fo  do  all  other  religions,  as  far  as 
they  agree  with  the  law  of  nature.  Many  of  the  Heathens 
carried  the  obfervance  of  all  the  moral  duties  which  Chriftiani- 
ty  prefcribcs  much  higher  than  the  Effenes  did ;  and  this  not 
only  in  fpeculation  and  precept,  but  alfo  in  practice,  and  there- 
by made  a  much  nearer  agreement  with  Chriftianity  than  any 
of  that  fed  ever  did.  And  who,  therefore,  will  ever  fay,  that 
Chriftianity  is  a  religion  made  out  of  Heathenifm  ?  Our  holy 
Chriftian  profeilion  is  fo  far  from  Iiaving  any  of  the  documents 
or  inllitutions  of  the  Effenes  in  it,  that  almoft  all  that  is  pe- 
culiar in  that  fed,  is  condemned  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles. 
For,  almoft  all  that  is  peculiar  in  them  being  only  in  an  high- 
er degree  the  fame  things  which  they  condemned  in  the  Pha- 
rifees,  who  pradifed  them  in  a  lower  degree,  in  that  they  were 
condemned  where  they  were  in  a  lower  degree,  they  are  cer- 
tainly much  more  fo,  where  they  were  in  an  higher.  Such 
were  *  their  fuperftitious  waftiings,  their  ^  over-rigorous  ob- 
fervance of  the  Sabbath,  their  ^  abftaining  from  meats  which 
God  had  created  for  man's  ufe,  their  touch  not,  tafte  not,  handle 
not ;  ^  their  will-worfhip  in  their  negleding,  and  voluntary 
affliding  the  body,  and  other  like  fuperftitious  ufages  which 
God  never  required  of  them.  Moreover,  ^  contrary  to  the  law 
of  Chriftianity,  they  forbade  marriage,  which  God  had  or- 
dained from  the  beginning,  and  abfolutely  condemned  fervitude, 
which  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  ^  New  Teftament,  as  well  as 
the  Old,  allow.  And  they  denied  the  refurredion  of  the  body, 
in  which  the  main  of  the  Chriftian  hopeconfifts  j  and  abfurdly 
place  the  felicity  of  a  future  life  in  the  corporal  CDJoyments 
of  a  temperate  air  in  regions  beyond  the  weftern  ocean,  where 
they  allow  the  foul  no  body  at  all  to  be  clothed  with,  for 
the  partaking  of  them.  And  further,  they  pin  down  all  men, 
both  good  and  bad,  to  a  fatal  neceffily  in  all  their  adions  ; 
which  digs  up  the  very  foundations  of  all  religion  and  righte- 
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oufnefs  among  mankind.  For,  if  all  men  be  neceffarily  pre- 
tjetermined  to  all  their  aclions,  whether  good  or  evil,  by  an  un- 
alterable and  irrefiltible  fate,  there  can  then  be  no  merit,  nor  de- 
merit, nor  reafon  for  any  endeavour  at  all,  either  after  religion 
or  righteoufnefs  among  mankind.  And,  when  the  inftitutions 
of  this  fcft  carry  with  them  fo  great  a  diftance  and  difparity 
from  thofe  of  Chrift  and  his  apoitles,  what  argument  of  {itni- 
litude  between  them  can  potnbly  be  framed,  for  the  proving 
of  the  one  to  be  the  parent  of  the  other  ? 

I  mud  not  omit  to  acknowledge,  that  there  is  another  piece 
of  Philo'5  concerning  thofe  Eflenes.  It  is  a  part  of  his  apology 
for  the  Jews,  which  he  compofed  with  intent  to  have  delivered 
it  at  the  audience  of  Caligula,  on  his  embaffy  to  him  from  the 
Jews  of  Alexandria,  would  behave  heard  him.  This  tract  of 
Philo's  is  not  now  among  his  works,  it  being  all  loft  excepting 
one  fragment  of  it  preferved  by  Eufebius,  in  his  eight  book 
de  Preparatione  Evaiigelica,  cap.  xi.  And  this  is  that  piece 
which  1  mean  ;  but  it  containmg  nothing  but  what  is  to  be 
found  in  the  other  accounts  of  this  ieSi  above  recited,  I  have 
avoided  the  inferting  of  it,  that  I  might  not  tire  the  reader 
with  an  unnecelTary  repetition,  to  whom  I  fear  I  have  already 
been  too  tirefome  in  this  matter. 

There  was  another  fe£i:  among  the  Jews  called  the  Hero- 
dians.  This  indeed  had  its  date  long  after  the  times  which  I 
am  now  upon,  as  having  its  rife  from  Herod,  king  of  Judea, 
called  Herod  the  Great ;  but,  having  been  more  than  once 
made  mention  of  ^  in  the  gofpels,  it  is  not  to  be  omitted.  And, 
fuice  I  have  here  undertaken  to  give  an  account  of  all  the 
other  fe6ls  of  the  Jews,  I  think  it  proper  here  to  place  an  ac- 
count of  this  alfo.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they  had 
this  name  from  Herod  the  Great,  but  for  what  reafon,  this 
is  a  queftion.  Some  fay  it  was,  becaufe  they  held  Herod  to  be 
the  Mefiiah :  fo  TertuUian,  fo  Epiphanius,  fo  Jerome,  fo 
Chryfotlome,  fo  Theophylacl,  and  fo  feveral  others  of  the  an- 
cients held.  But  it  is  very  improbable  that  any  Jew  fhould, 
in  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  miniilry,  above  30  years  after  the 
death  of  Herod,  hold  him  to  have  been  the  Meiliah,  when 
they  had  found  no  one  of  thofe  particulars  which  they  expe6t- 
ed  from  the  Meffiah,  performed  by  him,  but  rather  every 
thing  quite  the  contr^iry.  Others  hold  that  they  v/ere  called 
Herodians,  becaufe  they  conftituted  a  fodality  eredled  in  the 
honour  of  Herod,  in  the  fame  manner  as  there  were  fodalities 
at  Rome,  called  Az/gujiales^  AdrianaleSy  Antoniniy  conflituted 
in  the  honour  of  AuFuftus,  Adrian,  and  Antoninus,  and  the 
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like  of  Other  Roman  emperors  after  their  death.     And  this  is 
the  opinion  of*  Scaliger,  and  ^  thofe  that  follow  him  ;  but  none 
of  the  fodalities  at  Rome  having  been  inftituted  till  lono-  after 
the  death  of  Herod,  none  fuch  could  have  been  iiiHituted,  in 
honour  of  Herod,  in  imitation  of  them.    The  earliefl  of  thefe 
fodalities,  and  the  firft  of  this  kind  that  we  any  where  meet 
with,  v/ere  the  Sodales  Aiigujlales.     But  thefe  not  being  infti- 
tuted till  after  Auguftus's  death,  which  happened  feveral  years 
after  Herod's,  this  could  give  no  pattern  nor  foundation  for  the 
like  to  be  inftituted  in  honour  of  Herod,  either  in  his  life- 
time, or  upon  his  death,  fince  he  died  many  years  before.  By 
what  is  mentioned  of  thefe  Herodians  in  the  gofpels,  they  feem 
plainly  to  have  been  a  fetl  among  the  Jews,  differing  from  the 
reft  in  fome  points  of  their  law  and  religion.      For  they  are 
there  named  with  the  Pharifees,  and  in  contradiftin<Slion  from 
them  ;  and  therefore  muft  have  been  a  feci  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Pharifees  were.  And  they  are  alfo  faid  to  have  a  pecu- 
liar leaven,  as  the  Pharifees  had,  that  is,  fome  falfe  and  evil  te- 
nets, which  foured  and  corrupted  the  whole  lump  with  which 
it  was  mingled ;  and  therefore  Chrift  equally  warned  his  difciples 
againft  both.     And,  ftnce  he  calleth  it  ^  the  leaven  of  Herod, 
this  argues  that  Herod  was  the  author  of  it;  that  is,  of  thofe 
evil  tenets  which  conftituted  this  fe£l:,  and  diftinguiftied  it 
from  the  other  fefts  of  the  Jews,  and  that  his  followers  im- 
bibing thofe  tenets  from  him,  were  for  this  reafon  called  He- 
rodians.   A^nd  thefe  being  chiefly  of  his  courtiers,  and  the  of- 
ficers  and   fervants  of  his   palace,  and  thofe   that  were  de- 
fcended  from  them,  hence  the  Syriac  verficn,  wherever  the 
word  Herodians  occurs  in  the  original,  renders  it  the  do?7ief- 
iics  of  Herod.    And  that  verfion  having  ht^n  made  very  early, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  church  of  x\ntioch,  the  authors  of  it  v.'ere 
the  neareft  thofe  times  in  which  this  fe(ft  had  its  beginning  ; 
and  therefore  had  the  beft  means  of  knowing  who  they  were. 
Thus  far,  therefore,  having  fliewn  tliat  thefe  Herodians  wxre  a 
feci  of  the  Jews,  that  had  its  origin  from  Herod  the  Great,  it  is 
next  to  be  inquired  into,  what  were  the  tenets  whereby  it 
was  diftinguifhsd.     The    only  way   to  find   this   out,   is  ■  to 
examine  in  what  particulars  the  founder  of  it  diDcred  from 
the  reft  of  the  Jews.  For,  no  doubt,  the  fame  were  the  particu- 
lars in  which  thefe  his  followers  differed  from  them  alit>,  and 
thereby  conftituted  this  fe6l  ;  and  they  will  appear  to  have 
httw  thefe  two  following.     The  firft,  in  fuhjetiling  himfelf  and 

his 
'  In  Animadverfionibiis  nd  Eufjbit  Chronolojica,  Xo.  1882. 
b  Cafauboni  Excrcitilionci  in  Frokgoincnis  ad  Excrcit^^tloncs  Tr.- 
ronii. 
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his  people  to  the  dominion  of  the  Romans  ;  and,  fecondlj,  in 
complying  with  tliem  in  many  of  their  Heathen  ufages.     For 
both  thefe  particulars  Herod  held  lawful,  and  accordingly  prac- 
tifed  them.     And  therefore,  thefe  I  take  to  have  been  the  te- 
nets and  opinions  in  which  thefe  Herodians  his  followers  dif- 
fered from  the  other  Jews,  and  thereby  conftituted  this  fed, 
which,  from  him,  was  called  by  that  name.     It  being  faid, 
Deut.  xvii.  15.   "  One  from  among  thy  brethren  Ihalt  thou 
fet  king  over  thee,  thou  mayeft  not  fet  a  ftranger  over  thee, 
which  is  not  thy  brother  ;"  hence  an  opinion  arofe,  which  was 
generally  embraced  by  the  Pharifees,  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
lubmit  to  the  Roman  emperor,  or  pay  taxes  unto  him  ;  but 
Herod  and  his  followers  underflanding  the  text,  to  exclude  on- 
ly a  voluntary  choice,  and  not  a  neceffary  fubmiflion,  where 
lorce  hath  overpowered  choice,  were  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  held  it  lawful  in  this  cafe,  both  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman 
emperor,  and  alfo  to  pay  taxes  to  him.     And  therefore,  the 
Pharifees  and  the  Herodians  being  of  the  opinion  in  this  mat- 
ter, quite  contrary  to  each  other,  thofe  that  laid  fnares  for 
Chrilt,  and  fought  an  occafion  againft  him,  fent  the  difciples 
of  both  thefe  feds  at  the  fame  tin.e  together,  to  propofe  this 
captious  queftion  to  him,  »  Is  it  lavoful  to  give  tribute  unto 
CcefaVy  or  no  ?  thinking,  which  way  foever  he  fhould  anfwer, 
to  bring  him  into  danger.     For,  fhould  he  anfwer  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  Herodians  were  there  ready  to  accufe  him  of  being 
an  enemy  to  Caefarj  and,  fhould  he  anfwer  in  the  affirmative, 
the  Pharifees  were  as  ready  on  the  other  hand,  to  accufe  him 
to  the  people,  and  excite  them  againft  him,  as  an  enemy  to 
their   rights,  they  having  pofTefled   them  with  their   notion 
againft  paying  taxes  to  any  foreign  power  :  but  Chrift,  know- 
ing their  v.'icked  intentions,  gave  fuch  an  anfwer  as  baffled  the 
malice  of  both  of  them.    However,  the  anfwer  then  given  im- 
plying a  juftification  of  the  dodrine  of  the  Herodians  in  that 
point,  that  could  not  be  the  leaven  of  Herod,  which  Chrift 
warned  his  difciples  againft  ;  and  therefore  this  muft  be  their 
fecond  tenet,  that  it  was  lawful,  when  forced  and  overpowered 
by  fuperlors,  to  comply  with  tliem  in  idolatrous  and  wrong 
pradicesof  religion.     This  Herod  did,  and  he  feems  to  have 
framed  this  fed  of  purpofe  to  juftify  him  herein.     For,  ^  Jo- 
fephus  tells  us,  that,  to  ingratiate  himfclf  with  Auguftus  and 
the  great  men  of  Rome,  he  in  many  things  aded  contrary  to 
the  law  and  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  building  temples,  and 
eroding  images  in  them  for  idolatrous  worlhip ;  and  fur  thi.: 

he 

*  Mark.  xii.  14. 

''  J')feph.  Antirj.  liH.  15,  c.  \%, 
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»  he  excufed  himfelf  to  the  Jews,  telling  them,  that  he  did  not 
do  it  willingly,  but  as  commanded  and  forced  to  it  by  powers 
whom  he  was  neceffitated  to  obey,  thinking  this  fufiicient  to 
exGiife  him  from  guilt.  And,  for  this  reaion,  we  find  him 
fometimes  called  an  half  Jew,  and  fuch  half  Jews  I  conceive 
were  the  Herodians,  his  followers,  profefling  the  Jewifh  reli- 
gion, and,  at  the  fame  time,  on  occafions,  complying  with  the 
idolatrous  Heathens,  and  becoming  occafional  conformills  to 
them.  The  Sadducees,  who  denied  a  future  (late,  did  moUly 
come  into  the  opinions  of  this  fe6l  ;  and  therefore  they  are 
reckoned  one  and  the  fame  with  them.  For  the  fame  perfons 
who,  in  one  of  the  gofpels,  are  called  Herodians,  ^  are  called- 
Sadducees  in  another.  But  this  feci,  after  our  Saviour's  time, 
vaniflied,  and  were  no  more  heard  of.  And  thus  far  having 
given  this  long  account  of  all  the  feds  of  the  jews,  I  ihall 
here  with  it  conclude  this  book. 

a  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  15.  c.  la. 

^  See  Matth.  xvi.  6.  and  Maik-fviii,  15.  and  compare  thenn  together. 
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